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In bkkground,  other men  repair  a  lifeboat: 

Navy vessels power plar,ts which, 
combined, approximate  the horse- 
power of all  hyrdo-electric facilities 
in  the United States on that date. 

About  two-thirds of the horse- 
power in new  Navy vessels is fur- 
nished  by steam-driven engines. 
The  other third is diesel propulsion. 

This steep  increase in production 
of propulsion machinery  has  had  to 
be paralleled  by  a  sharp  step-up in 
cutting of gears, one of the most 
difficult industrial processes. 

Ship completions measured by 
horsepower show the same pattern 
as  ship completions measured in 
tonnage.  Each six months’  comple- 
tions equal or exceed the comple- 
tions of the  prior twelve  months. 

WORK IN PLACE: Completion of 
ships is the harvesting of the  crop, 
the  fruition of enormous prior work. 

Best measure of current work  and 
best forecast of future harvests is 
the  value of new  construction-in- 
place. “New  construction-in-place” 
means the  new ships still on the 
ways-unlaunched-and still in the 
finishing basins-uncompleted.  They 
are  the ships which will appear in 
future completion reports. 

A comDarison or construction-in- 
place, thkrefore, will reflect a  rise 
or decline before  a comparison of 
actual completions. For example, 
the  increase of construction-in-vlace 
from $1,800,000,000  on 1 July  i942, 
to $3,000,000,000 on 1 January 1943, 
foreshadowed the enormous increase 
in ship completions  which is  taking 
place during 1943-44. 

Similarly, the relatively small in- 
crease in construction-in-place dur- 
ing the first six  months of this  year 
foretells  a levelling out in the ship ’ 
completion trend. Total naval ship- 
building  is  approaching its peak- 
as planned. 

It has not yet achieved that peak, 
however. The  fact that construc- 
tion-in-place increased  from $3,000,- 
000,000 on 1 January 1943, to 
$3,200,000,000 on 1 July 1943, shows 
that,  despite  its  tremendous size, the 
naval shipbuilding program  still 
moves upward. 

In fact,  several segments of the 
program are moving ahead at  an 
unabated pace. Combatant  ship con- 

most $300,000,000 in the first half of 
struction-in-place increased by al- 

this  year,  its second-largest increase. 
Mine craft,  patrol  craft  and  yard  and 
district  craft construction-in-place 
jumped from $347,000,000  on 1 Jan- 
uary 1943, to $481,000,000  on 1 July 
1943, the largest  increase on record 
for these categories. 

Landing  craft  construction-in- 
place, which skyrocketed  from less 
than $4,000,000  on 1 January 1942, 
to $504,000,000 one year  later,  tem- 
porarily  dropped back during  the 
first six months of 1943, thereby  be- 
coming the principal  reason  for  the 
slackened rate of increase  in  total 
naval construction-in-place. 

BUILDING  TIME: Speed is a req- 
uisite of war production. Time  re- 
quired to build Navy fighting  vessels 
of each class has dropped to record 
loss since Pearl Harbor. 

The  aircraft  carrier Essex, a 
27,000-ton ship completed in De- 
cember, 1942, was built in 20 months 
compared with  nearly 46 months  re- 
quired for the  carrier Enterprise, a 
19,800-ton vessel completed in May, 
1938. 

The new 27,000-ton carrier York- 
town, which  was  completed in 30 
per cent less time  than  the  original 
19,800-ton Horne.t, was built in 17% 
months or about half the  pre-war 
building  time  for  a  destroyer. 

The 45,000-ton battleship New 

Jersey was  completed in 26 per cent 
less time than  the 35,000-ton Wash- 
ington. Their building  periods  were 
33 months and 45 months,  respec- 
tively. 

The  heavy  cruiser Wichita, com- 
pleted in 1939, required 41 months to 
build while the  larger Boston com- 
pleted in 1943, was  built  in 24. The 
1939 light cruiser Helena was built 
in 36 months; the 1943 light cruiser 
Biloxi in less than 26. The de- 
stroyer Niblack, turned out  in Au- 
gust, 1940, required 24 months, the 
Gatling, completed in November, 
1942, took 7%. Between  the Drum 
in 1941 and the Aspro in 1943, sub- 
marine building time was cut 48 
per cent. 

The Navy’s  mass-production fight- 
ing ships are  the  destroyer escorts. 
To complete the  first 10 of these ves- 
sels at  the Bethlehem-Hingham  and 
Consolidated Steel  Yards  required 
an average of  302 days each. The 
average for the most recent 10 from 
the same yards was 206 days, a  re- 
duction of almost one-third. 

MAN-HOURS: Speed has  not been 
achieved by an extravagant expen- 
diture of labor. Yards building Navy 
ships have made substantial reduc- 
tions in the labor which  they require 
to complete  a  vessel. 

The New  York Shipbuilding Cor- 
poration, an old established builder 
of cruisers,  has  reduced  the man 
hours needed to build  one of these 
vessels by 25 per  cent.  The light 
cruiser Cleveland, completed in 
June, 1942, required 7,600,000 man 
hours.  The light cruiser Santa Fe,  
completed in November, 1942, re- 
quired only 5,700,000 man hours, a 
saving of 1,900,000 man  hours. 

The  Bath  Iron Works  is  one of 
the most  efficient builders of de- 
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At naval  torpedo  stations  they 
manufacture  a  large  part of the  tor- 
pedoes used by fleet, aerial and sub- 
marine forces, and at  the naval  air- 
craft factory they  help  in develop- 
mental and experimental work on 
new planes and on conversion of 
others. At naval  training stations 
they perform. the continuing store- 
keeping and clerical functions which 
keep  a  training  station  a going  con- 
cern. 

There  are civilian inspectors who 
spend their  days going into plants 
that sub-contract  for the Navy, and 
reporting  their findings to inspection 
officers of the Navy. There are civil- 
ian  guards, and thousands of work- 
ers  in the Navy’s administrative of- 
fices in Washington and elsewhere 
in the country. 

In all these assignments that  are 
necessary to a  war, civilians are un- 
der  the direct supervision and con- 
trol of Navy personnel, making them 
truly  part  and  parcel of the Navy’s 
own organization. -, 

When a Captain “Mike” Moran 
runs into  a fleet of Jap ships and 
says, “Pick out the biggest  one and 
fire,”-these are  the people who 
make it’possible . . . who built the 
ship  and forged her guns, protected 
her with  armor and gave her engines 
and  electrical controls, who built the 
shells that went into the guns, so 
that they would go fast and  true. 

These are  the people you will read 
about  in  this issue: how they salvage 
and  repair  the Navy’s ships (page 
10) ; how they help keep  our  air  force 
in the air (page 16) ; how-they sup- 

ply the Navy (page 20); their  part 
in  the victories of “Battleship X ’  
(page 22) ; what kind of people they 
are, and their  stake  in  the Navy 
(page 24) ; how some of their ideas 
are helping to shorten the  war (page 
26); the Army-Navy ‘E’s they  have 
won (page 30); the  dull jobs that 
have to be fought at  desks (page 32) ; 
what women are doing on the pro- 
duction front (page 33) ; how they 
built the landing craft that made in- 
vasion possible (page 36) ; and  what 
the Chief of Naval Personnel  has to 
say  about  them (page 40). 



CIVILIANS WORK MIRACLES OF S f  
Salvage  and Repair Crews Put 
Crippled Craft Back on Duty 

Into Philadelphia one day came 
the 314-foot uss Blakeley, an old 
four-stack  destroyer, with more than 
60 feet of her bow blasted away by a 
torpedo.  She had made her way 
2,000 miles north from the  Carib- 
bean, navigating by  old style mag- 
netic compass. A stubby false bow 
had enabled her to push through  the 
sea. 

In  the Philadelphia drydock, the 
Blakeley's crew saw that'they  had 
tied  up bow to bow with an identical 
old destroyer, the uss Taylor. A 
sister  ship of the Blakeley, the Tay- 
lor had been rescued from the  junk 
basin for  just  such  a transfusion as 
was promptly attempted. 

Pneumatic  drills  clattered  and 

welding torches flared as civilian 
workers cut and sliced at  the Blake- 
ley's torn bow. Meanwhile, in the 
same drydock, other workmen, cal- 
culating their work to the fraction 
of an inch, were cutting off the bow 
of the Taylor. 

Finally 60 feet of the Taylor's bow 
had been removed. Huge cranes de- 
posited the Taylor bow forward of 
the Blakeley. The two hulls moved 
together. They fitted to the fraction 
of an inch. 

The Blakeley put back to sea. She 
had some other new fittings, too, in- 
cluding a regulation anchor to re- 
place the makeshift anchor she had 
used on the  trip home. The make- 
shift anchor had consisted of a  truck 

axle and differential housing fast- 
ened at  right angles to a length of 
railroad track. 

The story of the Blakeley, an epic 
in itself, is only a minor miracle in 
comparison to many other salvage 
and repair jobs performed by naval 
civilian personnel in World  War 11. 
Pearl  Harbor  and  the Lafayette (ex- 
Normandie) were jobs of immense 
complexity. There  were also the 
Boise, the Sun Francisco, the Shaw. 
There  were jobs for the British 
Navy, too. 

Results to  date? Only three of the 
ships sunk or damaged at  Pearl 
Harbor are not afloat today. The 
Lafayette is afloat.  Many a British 
warship is back in action. The  re- 
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, almost  submerged,  first  gives up The CALIFORNIA herself is next  reclaimed.  Here the 1 

a 
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P ixed weights  prior. to refloating 32,600-ton battle  wag& is being towed off to drydock 
turret gun is removed. after  being  raised by means of cofferdams. 



after  Jap bombs  apparently  knocked ber ou 
can  be  seen against a  background of  blazing oil 

A permanent  new bow  was  wait- 3 ing f o r  the SHAW as the  destroy- 
er was slowly  winched  into  drydock.  the desi 

3 two parts of the SHAW are finally 
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made one. Old  false  bow at right. . &e was 











across thew htghly porrsbea sur- 
faces, are given a final inspection 1 
at the Naval Gun Factory. 



)ver 100,000 
hip Out All 
ed by Fleet 

More than 35,000 uniform gar- 
ments for enlisted men are manufac- 
tured daily at  the Naval  Clothing 
Depot in Brooklyn, N. Y.  This is in 
addition to the huge volume of cloth- 
ing manufactured on contract  and 
shipped to the depot for distribu- 
tion. Nearly 6,000 civilians are em- 
ployed  now at  the depot, compared 
to the 1,'709 employed there at  the 
outbreak of the war. 

Besides supplying clothing, the  de- 
pot has  a coffee-roasting plant which 
supplies all  East Coast ships and 
stations,  and  a  laboratory which tests 
all  the Navy's dry provisions. 

Seagoing armament is manufac- 
tured  in fifteen naval  ordnance 
plants. Ammunition  is manufactured, 
loaded and  handled in 33 depots and 
magazines. The Navy has  several 
plants which produce  armorplate 
for its  warships,  and  several which 
manufacture bombsights,  rangefind- 
ers  and  other optical equipment. 

Although there  are 1,800 prime 
contractors  and 25,000 subcontractors 
working  on naval ordnance,  Navy 
plants furnish  a  large  part of the 
Navy's ordnance  requirements. These 
comprise guns of all calibers. 

Navy civilians also are manufac- 
turing  various  kinds of torpedoes, 
for destroyers,  cruisers, PT boats, 
submarines,  airplanes; bombs and 
bombsights;  mines of various  types; 
depth  charges,  nets  and booms for 
protecting a  naval  anchorage; flares 
and rockets  and  other pyrotechnics. 
In  other words, they  are building 
everything which is thrown at  the 
enemy by ships and planes, the 
weapons  which  do the throwing, in- 
struments  for improving their ac- 
curacy,  and many of the protective 
devices to (parry  the enemy's  blows. 

One of the largest Navy plants is 
the Naval Gun  Factory in the Wash- 
ington  Navy  Yard. There, many 
of the  large-caliber  guns are tooled 
and assembled. The  factory also has 
a  large optical department which 
turns  out  delicate devices, such as 
gun  directors  and range-finders. 

As in  other  branches of the 
Navy,  women  play an important part 
in ordnance  manufacture. Of the 
75,000 civilians employed, about 
20,000 are women. 
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A BIG GUN barrel is  rifled by a 
workman at  the  Naval Gun Fac- 
tory,  Washington  Navy  Yard. 
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‘When  the SOUTH DAKOTA and her 16-inch  guns  turned up unexpectedly off Savo  Island,  three  Japanese cruisers 
“never  knew  what  hit them.” 

The Story  Behind  ‘Battleship X’ 
Workers Who Built South Dakota Ahead of 
Schedule Had a 35,000-Ton Secret to Keep 

“Battleship X,” famous for blast- 
ing three  Japanese  cruisers to the 
bottom in one southwest Pacific en- 
gagement and downing 32 Jap planes 
in another,  last  month was identified 
by the Navy as  the  uss SOUTH DA- 
KOTA, first of a  new class of 35?000- 
ton battleships. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA would nut have 
been in  the Pacific at all, in’time to 
shatter  a carefully laid Japanese 
trap,  had  it  not  been  for civilian 
shipbuilders at  the New York Ship- 
building Corp. yard  in Camden, 
N. J. 

During both engagements (Battle 
of Guadalcanal and  Battle of Santa 
Cruz Islands, INFORMATION BULLETIN, 
February 1943 et seq.) the SOUTH 
DAKOTA was commanded by Capt. 
Thomas L. Gatch, usN-now Rear 
Admiral and Judge Advocate Gen- 
eral. In praising the ship  he said: 
“Her battle  record reflects the skill, 
energy and devotion of the men and 
women who built  her.” 

Through their efforts “Battleship 
X” was launched 13 months ahead of 
schedule. And despite the fact that 
thousands of men and women had 
worked on her,  the secret of the 
ship and  her power were well kept. 

Thus, when three  Japanese cruis- 
em wheeled around  the point of 
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Savo Island, to spring  a trap  they 
had set  for U. S. forces, they walked 
into something. “They weren’t ex- 
pecting us,)) said Admiral Gatch 
earlier  this  year in describing the 
battle. “They had set this trap for 
foxes and we didn’t think it would 
hold bears.” 

All three cruisers  were s u n k  be- 
fore  their own guns  were within the 
range of the battleship, and  Admiral 
Gatch was able to report: “They 
never knew  just  what  sank them.” 

Similarly, when Japanese fliers 
spotted the battleship at  Santa  Cmz 
Islands, they  had visions of a second 
REPULSE and PRWCE OF WALES, and 
dived in confidently, expecting to 
blast her apart.  But of the first wave 
of 20 dive bombers, all 20 were  shot 
down. The SOUTH DAKOTA downed 
32 planes that day. 

Because she was the first of a new 
class of battleships bearing new 
armament  and possessing greatly  in- 
creased firepower, it was decided at 
the  time not to identify “Battleship 
X” as  the  uss SOUTH DAKOTA and 
thus give the enemy confirmed in- 
formation on the new class. Sister 
ships of the SOUTH DAKOTA are  the 
uss MASSACHUSETTS, uss INDIANA and 

Keeping a 35,000-ton ship “con- 
US5 ALABAMA. 

fidential” i s  no easy matter, when 
thousands of ,people work  either on 
her  or  near  her  day  after day. In 
the case of the SOUTH DAKOTA there 
were some complications that made 
it doubly difficult, and which tested 
greatly the loyalty of the workers 
involved. 

For one thing, there is around any 
shipyard a  great feeling of pride in 
the, ships they turn out. This was 
perhaps more sb in the case of a 
yard working on something as new 
and impressive as  the SOUTH DAKOTA. 
It’s a  natural temptation, to voice 
pride in such a ship-and it is also 
hard to hold one’s tongue  under 
provocation. And the Camden ship- 
builders occasionally had plenty of 
provocation. 

A  reporter riding on the Camden- 
Philadelphia bus  struck  up conver- 
sation with another passenger, and 
asked what people thought of the 
vast shipyard  there. “Hmmph,” was 
the answer. “Just  like  in  the last 
war. It’s Fort Dodge,” which was a 
pointed crack at  what many people 
thought, mistakenly, to be true- 
that shipyard workers there were, 
as in  the last  war, given blanket de- 1 
ferments. 

vastly different. 
Actually, the  real situation was 4 
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Expecting a  pushover, lap torpedo planes skim in for  “the kill” - an error that cost them 32 planes. The 
SOUTH DAKOTA got 20 of the first 20. 

Speaking with the heavy Scotch 
burr which is a  natural sound 
around that  yard of ship craftsmen, 
a  marine shipfitter explained what 
often happened. “A lad gets to 
yearning to serve in  the ship he’s 
built. Some young lads barely fin- 
ish a ship than  they hustle down 
to the Recruiting Office to  get the 
Navy  to let ’em serve  in it.” 

The yard lost 25% more workers 
this way than  through selective 
service! But people didn’t know 
this. Another  thing  they didn‘t know 
was that  the yard  had worked out 
a replacement schedule of its own 
with the ful l  cooperation of Selec- 
tive Service, and that  it  had worked 
so successfully that it became a 
model. 

“Draft boards are not shipbuild- 
ers,.” said one of the men. “They 
wouldn’t know the difference be- 
tween a tack welder and a  hull 
welder. You can train  the tack 
welder in  a couple of months, but 
a hull welder is a rare jewel of an 
artist. Draining off too many of the 
‘jewels’ may break the backbone of 
a plant, and jam production.” 

Today every man’s record is 
studied by a joint committee. ’repre- 
senting labor  and management at 
the plant. They know how  well he 
has worked, h i s  production, his ab- 
sences, his attitude  toward his work; 
they know how his job rates  in im- 
portance and whether it-would be 

difficult or easy to replace him. And 
if he doesn’t measure up in the eyes 
of his fellow-workers, heaven help 
him. For those men are  the tough- 
est of all judgesdour  Scotsmen for 
the most part, lovers of ship and be- 
lievers in a firm sort of “joostice” 
for all. 

So well is the system working that, 
although the. committee was origi- 
nally composed of. two men from 
the  workers, two from management, 
and one (Colonel Henry F. Rhodes) 
from Selective Service, the Selective 
Service representative has been 
able to withdraw from active partici- 
pation in it, convinced that  the job 
the men are doing is far and away 
better, ,fairer and. more productive 
than  any selective service mecha- 
nism, cquld ever make it. 

Buk, people didn’t know that  story, 
andl-up to now it hadn’t been told. 
The men couldn’t say, either, that 
they were svo~~idg on something, 
bigger and more- powerful than  any- 
one knei.’ Nobody  could know hbw 
big sheiwas, or what she was, or how 
powerful. Nobody in the town knew 
anything about  it. (And that’s only 
part of the story. These men were 
working on the landing craft pro- 
gram, too, and couldn’t tell  about 
that,  either.) So they just “took it” 
-and buttoned  their Scotch lips 
tightly. 

Another good reason for keeping 
mum  was the fact that so many of 

their own boys were  in  those ships, 
and  the men would never have done 
anything to endanger the life of a 
single one. 

the job that can now be told is the 
story of what happened when Ad- 
*miral Gatch went to the yard to 
bring‘them  the  story of “Battleship 
X” and  her exploits, so they would 
kvow what  a fine ship  they  had . 
built. Instead of holding a giant 
ralky, as might be expected, the men 
had another idea. They sent  their 
leaders-the men of the joint  labor- 
management committee - to hear 
Admiral Gatch. “TO take all tIy+@“ - 

men off their work for a ml l~woi i ld  
mean time lost on the shi@y’ they 
said. Let Admiral Gatch tell his 
story to the men’s leaders,  and  they 
in  turn would  pass it on to the men 
on their own time. And that’s  what ’ ’ “ 

happened. 
James McKissock, hull welder 

-and  representative of the workers 
on the yard’s labor-management 
committee, adds a final note: “The 
morale in  this  yard  is.<,now higher 
than  an eagle’s  dandruff,’’ 

It’s men like these who are turning 
out the ships. Admiral Gatch has 
said of them: “The men and womeri 
of the New York Shipbuilding Cor- 
poration can be proud of the accom- 
plishments of the  battleship SOUTH 
DAKOTA . . . a fine fighting ship built 
by free American workers.” 

An example of their devotion to ,. 
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Because this worker refused to  he .satisfiP/jj &th tho d d  





Seven of the nine  ideas  modestly  submitted by this  man Joe  Kautsky,  63-year-old machinist. His “anonymous” 
under  the name of “Mr. X” won  plant  awards  before his ideas won national  recognition  and  a trip to Washing- 
identity  could be discovered.  He  turned  out to be . . . ton, where he received  a  citation  at  the White  House. 

”Official U. S. Navy Photographs. 

use.  Gaston’s idea saves 40,000 gal- 
lons of oil a  year  in  this  plant alone. 

Savings in  all of the “big four” of 
war production-time, money, mate- 
rials and manpower-were achieved 
by George A. Barnes of Shop 17, 
Naval Gun  Factory, Washington, 
D. C.,  who suggested and designed a 
new drilling and  tapping machine for 
ordnance material. This has (a) in- 
creased production, (b) saved $12,- 
000 in the past year,  (c)  permitted 
its  substitution  for expensive jigs 
and fixtures  and (d) released per- 
sonnel for other  important work. 

A hobby turned  into a  war weapon 
when John F. Fox, head marine 
engineer at New York Navy Yard, 
put  it to a  new use. Ih all  our fight- 
ing ships it is necessary to  have 
thousands of label plates, most of 
which must be engraved on special 
plastic or bakelite surfaces. This is 

1 a costly procedure, involving the use 
of many precision engraving ma- 
chines. 

Being interested in photography, 
1 Engineer Fox felt that a photo- 

graphic method might possibly be 
applied to the manufacture of these 
plates. Upon investigation it was 
found that processing special prints 
from a photographic negative with 
a plastic material would result  in 
clear, distinct, hard-surface plates. 
As a consequence, work which for- 
merly required  many engraving ma- 
chines is  now being performed by 
an unskilled woman worker. The cost 
of the plates was reduced to one- 

’ fifth the original cost, and heavily 
burdened engraving machines are 

1 

released for other  important work. 
If you step  into  a lifeboat next 

year  it may be  safer because of a 
suggestion passed along by Philip 
Batchelor, of the Philadelphia Navy 
Yard. He noted that  the copper 
tanks used as buoyancy units in 
those boats were  vulnerable  to  gun- 
fire concussion, machine-gun bullets 
and corrosion. A collapsed buoyancy 
unit wasn’t very  buoyant,  and  any- 
way, copper was scarcer  than hen’s 
teeth. 

Batchelor remembered having seen 
a piece of cellular hard  rubber  made 
from reclaimed rubber  and con- 
taining small individual air-cells. 
Weather  resistant,  it was relatively 
unaffected by bullets, which passed 
through  but did not affect its buoy- 
ancy. Nor did these  units collapse 
under gunfire concussion, as did the 
copper ones. So now a highly criti- 
cal material is being replaced with 
a less critical one, and  the  seaworthi- 
ness of small boats is greatly in- 
creased. 

Six  workers at Mare Island Navy 
Yard combined to create  a  war-win- 
ning idea known as “the inillion- 
dollar, doughnut.” This is  a  pre- 
packed bulkhead  tube packing, in 
hollow cylindrical form, used to seal 
individual cable stuffing tubes in 
bulkheads to make them watertight.. 
The  idea  started  with one man in 
Shop 51; four co-workers contrib- 
uted  to the construction of it,  and  a 
naval officer helped develop it. The 
“doughnut” increases a worker’s 
production from 20 packings a  day 
to 400. 

Parachutes owe a couple of im- 
provements to Flora  Wurster and 
Alva F. Starr, both of the Naval Air- 
craft Factory in. Philadelphia. Miss 
Wurster found a way to conserve 
webbing used for parachute harness 
by getting two jobs done where one 
was done before, through  a simple 
marking device of her own. 

As for Starr, it is strongly sus- 
pected that  he is a family man who 
knows the home uses of a sewing 
machine. At any  rate,  he noticed 
that pilot chute suspension line eyes 
were being laboriously hand-sewn. 
He developed a  method of using a 
sewing machine for the same pur- 
pose. ’ That touch saves 2,400 man 
hours per year  at the Naval Aircraft 
Factory alone and is now being used 
by outside manufacturers. 

Putting  a couple of planks to- 
gether doesn’t sound too technical, 
but .things happen when it gets done 
the  right way. Clyde A. Rigsbee, 
leadingman laborer at Naval Supply 
Depot, Oakland, Calif., saw that 
loading a  barge was not only difficult 
and dangerous because of the  rise 
and fall of the tide, but time-con- 
suming in the method of handling. 
He devised a simple loading platform 
of non-rationed lumber, to project 
over the edge of the dock. By this 
method, he reports, (‘WL now load a 
barge in 50% of the time, and use less 
than 50% of the men originally used.” 

Ideas don’t have to be big ones. 
“One man,” according to Donald 
Nelson, war production chief,  “fig- 
ured  out how to cut five pieces out 

(Continued on Page 70)  
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FOUR ARMY-NAVY “ E ’  PENNANTS, one for  each of its four plants, have been awarded  the Raytbeon Manu- 
facturing Co., of Newton, Mass. 

Winning ‘E’ Pennants-a Navy  Tradition 
Today, Navy Plants Win the Production Award; 
Yesterday, Ships W o n  ‘E’ For Best 

Navy yards and private  plants 
working for  the Navy have won the 
Army-Navy “E” over and over as 
a by-product of their efforts in 
building the world’s greatest Navy. 

All plants engaged in  war produc- 
tion and construction work are eli- 
gible for the Army-Navy production 
award. There is equal  opportunity 
for governmental as well as  private 
plants, those engaged partly on war 
work as well as those engaged fully 
on war  work, subcontractors as well 
as  prime contractors. 

Actually, only about 2%% of all 
plants engaged in war production 
have won the “E” pennant. Of the 
1,910 plants so honored, 1,188 were 
nominated by the Army and 722 by 
the Navy. Proportionately, Navy 
yards  have won more than  their 
share. 

Just what does it  take to win an 
Army-Navy “E” pennant? 

The standards  are extremely high, 
with Navy plants judged just  as 
strictly  as  private firms. Many fac- 
tors are considered, but principally 
the  quantity  and quality of produc- 

tion in  the light af available facilities. 
Other factors considered in  award- 

ing the “E” are:  (a) overcoming of 
production obstacles, (b) avoidance 
of stoppages, (c) maintenance of 
fair labor standards, (d) training of 
additional labor forces, ( e )  effective 
management, ( f )  minimum of acci- 
dents, high standard of health, sani- 

P R O D U C T I O N  B A D G E  O F  
MERIT: This is the “E” flag, 
awarded  by both  Army and Navy, 
to plants with an oatstanding  pro- 
duction  record. The  word “Army 
appears on a red background, and 
rfNauyl) on the  blue.  Letters and 
border are white. 

Gunnery 
tation and plant protection, (g) util- 
ization of subcontracting facilities, 
(h) conservation of critical and 
strategic  materials, (j) low absentee- 
ism. 

Size of the plant has no bearing 
whatever on the awards. A Brook- 
lyn  inventor, sole owner and opera- 
tor of a small machine shop in  the 
basement of his home, turns  out  pre- 
cision parts  for Navy machine guns 
on a subcontract. The Navy awarded 
him his original “E” in December, 
1941, and his production record has 
entitled him to a  renewal of the 
award every  six months since that 
time. 

All navy yards now fly the “E” 
pennant,  as well as many other naval 
activities which are engaged in pro- 
duction work. Certain  yards have 
a  pennant with stars, each star in- 
dicating that  the yard  has main- 
tained the  same high standard for an 
additional six-month period. 

Army and Navy have separate 
Boards to determine “E” Awards. 
The Navy board is  comprised of 
Admiral C. C.  Bloch, usw(Ret), 
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Typists and filing  clerks make up a  large part of the Navy’s 150,000 civilian ofice  workers. 

The People Who Do the ‘Little’ Jobs 
Without Typewriters  and  Filers; You Not Only  Can’t , 

Fight  a  War-You  Can’t  Even Keep .Track of One! 
The  girl at  the typewriter  and the 

little old lady at  the .filing cabinet 
may seem a long way from the  bat- 
tlefronts of this  war,  but the connec- 
tion is a strong one for many of the 
150,000 civilian employees of the 
Navy who do its clerical; office and 
other  desk jobs. 

Typical of all is one ‘who came 
from the  far west to work in  the 
Navy Department  at Washington, 
D. C. There were plenty of jobs 
nearer home for  a  girb.these days, 
but the motive chhe out in  a  letter 
from her father. “My two sons were 
lost at Guadalcanal,” he wrote. 
“She’s all I have to give,  now.” 

Another  girl  volunteered for work 
with the proviso that  it  be with the 
Marines. Word had  just come that 
her  brother  had been hospitalized. 
She  wanted  to  work  for the same 
branch which he  had served. 

In Washington alone, some 20,000 
civilian workers help the Navy in 
the  vast  and  intricate job of running 
a war  on the “desk” front. They’re 
typists and mail clerks and stenog- 
raphers;  accountants and bookkeep- 
ers  and purchasing officers; engi- 
neers  and  draftsmen and professional 
technicians. About 71% of them are 
women-including an 18-year-old 

from the Dakotas who had been 
elected “wheat queen” by  Army  .har- 
vest hands, and a white-haired eld- 
erly  lady of 74, known to  her fellow- 
workers as “Admiral Whitecotton,” 
who came to work last  year  as  a 
junior clerk! 

There  are men with honorable dis- 
charges from the Army or Navy, and 
women whose menfolk are  in  the 
service. Wherever possible, all other 
things being equal, preference i s  
given to both these  groups  in em- 
ploying civilian personnel for the 
Navy. 

In quiet,  unspectacular fashion 
they do the million and one little 
unglamorous jobs on which a  war 
depends. They keep the records of 
all enlisted and officer personnel;  re- 
ceive, verify and  maintain  muster 
rolls; account for the whereabouts 
of every man in the Navy. 

They receive all incoming mail, 
sort  it,  route to the proper person. 
Much mail comes to the Navy De- 
partment for naval personnel whose 
station or ship is not  known to the 
sender;  this is re-routed, properly 
addressed, forwarded  to him. 

They type the  militqy orders, and 
the specifications for ships and 
planes; distribute navigation charts 

to  fleet and  air force; transcribe 
medical histories of naval personnel. 
As engineering draftsmen, some of 
them design and redesign ships and 
guns and planes, basing their work 
on performance reports from the 
fleet. 

They keep the accounts, watch 
the ledgers, prepare  the purchasing 
orders;  drive the cars, deliver the 
messages, examine the claims. Now 
that  the President  has signed the bill 
amending the Servicemen’s Depend- 
ency Allowances Act, increasing al- 
lowances and  extending  them to all 
seven pay grades,  an enlarged staff of 
workers will be busy going over 
claims and reclassifying enlisted rec- 
ords to extend the benefits of the bill 
as fairly, efficiently and promptly as 
possible. 

Civilian workers  for  the  depart- 
mental service of the Navy are now 
being actively recruited in 36 states, 
excepting only the “labor-tight” 
West Coast, which needs all  its own. 
Naval personnel who have wives or 
relatives able  and willing to serve in 
clerical positions for the Navy can 
refer  them to Navy Department, 
Washington, D. C., or to any local es- 
tablishment of the  Federal Civil 
Service Commission. 
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Japs evaded joining battle after a 
series of defeats in trying to rein- 
force their  troops at Guadalcanal. 

The Navy’s largest  transport plane, 
the Martin Mars, in an  endurance 
test  last  month  stayed in the  air more 
than 32 hours,  travelling 4,600 miles 
in an  area bounded  by  Baltimore, 
Norfolk, Cap  Cod and New  York. 

The fishing trawler Adelaide  T., 
operating off the eastern  tip of Long 
Island, was trolling slowly. The crew 
finally noticed that she was trolling 
very slowly indeed. So slowly, in 
fact, that  she was  going  backwards. 
The  crew was still  trying to guess 
what  sort of a  monster had  been 
netted when a smoke  bomb  emerged 
from the  water.  The  next  thing  that 
emerged  was a  United  States  sub- 
marine. 

Foraging inland on Sunday sou- 
venir  hunting,  two  Guadalcanal  Sea- 
bees  met a  dirty, dishevelled man 
carrying  a Jap rifle.  “What’ll  you 
take for it?”  they yelled. The  fright- 
ened character  dropped  the rifle and 
fled into  the  bush.  The  Seabees  real- 
ized they had collected a  souvenir 
but missed a Jap prisoner. 

“Utmost  expediency’’  was the  ord- 
er last summer when a  patrol  squad- 
ron  reported  to an East Coast  Naval 
Air  Station  for  major changes  and 
overhaul. Some 375 workers  (naval 
personnel and  civilians)  were  put  to 
work  on the  planes in a  hangar  about 
a mile  from the  dispensary. On his 
own initiative, Glen H. George, 
PhMBc, USNR, established a local 
dispensary in the hangar. Result: 
An  estimated 700 to 1,000 man  hours 
of work  saved by eliminating trans- 
portation  to the main dispensary. 

Seabee Maintenance  Detachments 
to operate  and  maintain Navy ad- 
vance  bases are being created.  Or- 
ganized into  a  headquarters  detach- 
ment, maintenance  and  operating 
company,  each new  unit contains ap- 
proximately five officers and 270 
men. 

The  name of the Naval  Airship 
Training Command has been 
changed to Naval Airship  Training 
and  Experimental Command and  the 
title of the commander  to Chief  of 
Naval Airship  Training  and  ‘Experi- 
mentation, in order  to  express more 
clearly the functions of.  the com- 
mand. 

Officers and  men .of a  major  ship 
of the  British Navy last month  made 
“hearty acknowledgment of the  un- 
failing courtesy  and assistance ex- 
tended to  them on all occasions’’ 
while their  ship  served actively un- 
der  United  States command. The 
British  Admiralty  in  a message to 
Cominch said: “The efficiency  not 
only of operating  units of the Fleet, 
but also of U. S. shipyards  and  all 
co-ordinate services  made  a deep 
impression, and  the  British vessel 

returned  from her period of duty 
improved both in equipment  and 
battle efficiency.’’ In its own behalf, 
the  Admiralty expressed its  grati- 
tude  and  the hope that “it  may  be 
possible for other  units of the  Brit- 
ish Fleet to operate  under  similar 
conditions.” 

In operation in the Southwest 
Pacific are several  huge  Marine 
Corps trucks  that  stand  out from 
hundreds of others of the same  type 
because  they  bear  tiny  reproduc- 
tions of the Rising Sun flag painted 
on their hoods. The machine guns 
on these  trucks assisted in  bringing 
down a Jap plane. Lashed to  the 
top deck of a convoy ship, the  trucks 
were  en  route to the Southwest 
Pacific. The convoy  was attacked by 
five Japanese planes. Manning the 
machine  guns,  Marine and  Seabee 
truck  drivers held their fire until 
one of the planes  peeled off and 
dropped  a bomb about 400 yards  to 
the  starboard.  Then (along with 
the  guns of a  destroyer)  they opened 
up. The  plane crashed in flames. 

Rear Admiral  Thomas Leigh 

Gatch, telling of the performance of 
the uss South Dakota (Battleship 
“X”): “She shot down 32 enemy 
dive bombers  while maneuvering at 
better  than 27 knots.  She  put  up 
such. a  hail of steel  that  our own air- 
craft commander ordered his men to 
stay well  away from  her. The South 
Dakota is the  greatest  ship in the 
world, including the much vaunted 
Admiral  Tirpitz. She  ran  as quietly 
and efficiently as a sewing  machine 
and  the  crew loved her. It usually 
takes a  year  for  a  new  crew to learn 
to handle  a  ship in battle.  Her  crew 
did it much faster. In  her first ac- 
tion she proved that  the  battleship 
with air coordination-rules the 
seas.” (A  story on the building of 
the South Dakota appears on  page 
22.) 

Famous  throughout  the Navy for 
his food and  service,  Cezar Del Valle, 
CSt (PA), USFR, ’ last  month was 
parted from the  ship on  which  he 
had spent more than 21 years  build- 
ing a legend of culinary incompara- 
bility. Wrote his commanding of- 
ficer, Capt. J. A. Roberts, USN,  com- 

”Portland (Me.)  Telegram Photograph. 

NEW  DESTROYER  NAMED  AFTER  ADMIRAL  SCOTT:  The  widow, 
two  Navy sons, and a brother of the late Rear Admiral  Norman Scott, USN, 
were  in  the launching party  when  a  sleek, new  destroyer  named  in his honor 
slid down  the  ways at  Bath, Me.  Admiral Scott, posthumously  awarded  the 
Medal of Honor, was  killed  in  the  Battle of  Guadalcanal while  leading  a 
task  force  against  the  Japanese. In the  party (left to right) are Capt. 
William  G.  Ludlow, on the staff of Rear Admiral  Morton  L.  Deyo, USN, 
Commander,  Destroyers,  Atlantic;  Holman Scott, brother of Admiral Scott; 
Mrs. Webb  C.  Hayes,  Washington, D .  C.,  wife of Captain  Hayes,  Director 
of Recruiting  and  Induction,  BuPers; Admiral  Deyo;  Comdr. Charles 
Belknap, USN (Ret . ) ,  St. Louis;  Ens. Norman Scott, Jr., USN ; Mrs.  Deyo 
(behind Ensign Scott); Mrs.  Belknap;  Mrs. Marjorie Scott, Washington, 
D .  C., sponsor of  the  destroyer; her younger son, Michael Scvtt,  of the 
Navy V-12 Unit at Yale;  Captain Hayes;  Miss  Lila Deyo,  daughter  of 
Admiral and Mrs.  Deyo;  Capt. Russell S. Hitckock, USN, supervisor of  
shipbuildhg  for Maine;  and Archie M .  Main,  vice-president of the Bath 
Iron Works Corp. 
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23 SEPTEMBER 
Navy  Department Communique 

No.  469 
South Pacific: (All  dates  are  East Longi- 

tude.) , 1. 0.n 20 September,  during  the  early 
morning, s1x Japanese planes ’ bombed the 
vicinity of the  air  strip on GuadalcanaL Light 
damage to  material  and  installations  was sus- 
tained.  No  Casualties  were  suffered. 

2. On 21  September, in  the morning,  about 
12 or 16 enemy  bombers  were  over  Guadalcanal. 
Light  damage and some  casualties  were sus- 
tained.  Two of the enemy  planes  were  shot 
down  by one of our fighters. - 

Alexandria, Egypt, Royal Navy communique: 
In addition  to acting in close cooperation  with 
the  Army and  the  RAF in  Dodecanese  opera- 
tions, Allied light  naval  forces have  recently 

sinking  the  escort of  one convoy and  damaging 
destroyed  two  enemy  convoys  in the Aegean, 

that of the other.  No Allied  naval  casualties 
were  incurred. 

24 SEPTEMBER 
Allied Headquarters  in  North  Africa: On the 

night of 21-22 September  a  force of motor 
torpedo  boats entered  the bay of Valona on 

medium-sized merchantman laden with  ammu- 
the  east side of the  Strait of Otranto.  A 

nition,  together  with  a  smaller  vessel,  were 
sunk. Two other vessels  were  hit.  Shore  bat- 
teries  opened fire  on  the  motor  torpedo boats 
during  their  retirement,  causing some damage 
to one. The  force  returned to base  without 
any  casualties  in  personnel. 

The  ships  and  men of the Allied navies  con- 
tinued to land  troops  and  their  supplies on the 

.~ . ~ ~ .  ~ . ~~~ 

beaches in  the  Salerno  area,  where  the build-up 
was  proceeding according  to  program. 

have been on a  reduced  scale. Further south 
The  enemy’s air  attacks  against  shipping 

the  Eighth  Army is being  supplied  across  the 
Strait of Messina. 

Northeistern  Sector,  New  Ireland:  A recon- 
Allied Heaquarters  in  the  Southwest Pacific, 

small enemy  cargo  ship,  leaving it afire and 
naissance unit  north of Kavieng  attacked  a 

abandoned and sinking.  New  Guinea  (Vincke 
Point) : Our  light  naval  craft on night  patrol 
sank  an enemy  motor vessel. (Finschhafen) : 
As our  naval  units  were  withdraw~ng, a force 

fighters,  attacked.  Our  fighter cover inter- 
of  20 to 30 bombers,  covered by 30 to 40 

cepted with complete  success,  not a ship  or 
passenger  being  damaged or injured. In a 

ships’ antiaircraft batteries  participated, 40 
fight  lasting 25 minutes,  during which our 

enemy  planes  were  destroyed and five  probably 
destroyed. We lost three planes, saving one 
pilot.  Solomons (South Pacific Forces), Choiseul 
Island:  Our  fighters in two  sweeps  along the 

others and  left a cargo vessel burning  in  the 
coast  burned four enemy  barges,  damaged  five 

water. 

between Prome  and Magwe, a ZOO-foot steamer 
New  Delhi, India,  RAF: Along the  Irrawaddy, 

and  many other  river  craft were damaged  and 
a  100-foot  oil barge  was  set on fire. 

Algiers, A  French communique on Corsica: 

barges  have  been  sunk,  several  ammunition 
Two  ships  loaded with  war supplies  and  four 

side awaiting  embarkation have been destroyed. 
dumps and  numerous  tanks  lying on the quay- 

Rail  traffic  from  Bastia  to  the  south is inter- 
rupted,  French  naval  forces are playing an 
important  part  in Corsican  operations.  They 
include  cruisers,  destroyers,  torpedo  boats  and 
submarines. 

Sea  Navy sank  six self-propelling  barges with 
Moscow, a  Broadcast:  Airmen of the Black 

German  troops. In addition, five barges and 
three  patrol  cutters of the enemy  were  damaged. 

British  submarines of the smallest type a b  
Berlin, Nazi  Broadcast: On 22 September 

tempted to  enter  the Norwegian  island  district. 

they  had  been  able to achieve a success.  Several 
They  were intercepted  and destroyed  before 

members of the  crew  were  taken  prisoner. 

submarines  made a surprise  attack on enemy 
After  several weeks’ interruption,  German 

convoy traffic in  the  North Atlantic.  One  fight- 
ing group of submarines succeeded in  intercept- 
ing  a convoy,  hound for America,  which  was 
strongly  escorted.  The attacks,  therefore,  were 
directed against  the  extraordinarily  high num- 
bers of destroyers  protecting  the convoy. 

standing success. During  several  days of stub- 
The German  submarines  achieved an out- 

born and  embittered  fighting, 1 2  enemy de- 
stroyers  were sunk  and  three  others torpedoed. 

probable. 
The total loss of these  three  destroyers is 

operatione.  Neverthe!ess,  nine  steamers  total- 
Heavy fog impeded  continuation of the 

ing 46,500 gross register tons were  sunk  out of 
the convoy and  another  two were  torpedoed 

tivity-Last night,  a small  enemy  detachment 
Helsinki,  Finland,  a  Broadcast:  Naval Ac- 

tried to reach  a  small  island  in  Lake  Aanis but 
was  driven off by our  artillery. 

The Big  Raid on Rabaul was reported 14 October. 

26 SEPTEMBER 
Cairo, Egypt,  A Middle East Air Commu- 

nique : Beaufighters  attacked a destroyer 
aground a t  Cape  Prasso,  Rhodes,  yesterday, 
scoring  cannon  strikes  and  starting  small fires 
on the vessel  which appeared to be  badly 
damaged. 

Allied  Headquarters  in the Southwest  Pacific, 
Northeastern Sector,  New Ireland  (Kavieng) : 

sank a 2 000-ton enemy  cargo vessel. Solomons 
Our heavy  reconnaissance  units  bombed  and 

(South Pacific Forces), Bougainvjlle (Buka) : 

three medium cargo vessels  west of Cape  Hen- 
Our  reconnaissance  units at   nlght bombed 

pan  and  an enemy cruiser  southeast of Cape 

Island: One of our night reconnaissance  planes 
St. George with  unknown  results. Cboiseul . 
strafed  two enemy  barges off Cape  Alexander, 
leaving  them  beached and on fire. 

Allied Headquarters  in  the  Southwest Pacific, 
Northeastern Sector  Solomons (South Paclfic 

strafed  and destroyed  a  small enemy  cargo 
Forces), Bougainvifie (Faisi) : Our  fighters 

stroyed  two  oil-laden  barges. 
vessel. Choiseul:  Our  fighters strafed  and de- 

New Delhi,  India, A  Tenth  United  States 
Army  Air  Force communique: On Friday. 

Upper  Irrawaddy a t  Katha.  A  direct  hit was 
medium  bombers attacked  shipping on the 

made on one  large  river  roat  and  several  near 
misses  were  observed  on four others. 

New Delhi. India, RAF: River craft  of the 
Irrawaddy,  north of Prome . . . were  heavily 
attacked  [by  RAF  Beaufightersl  and  damage 
was inflicted  on a large  steamer, more than 
35 sampans  and  various  other  craft. 

Moscow, Broadcast:  The  Air  Force of the 
Black  Sea Fleet  sank 11 fast  landing  barges, 
three  cargo  barges  and five  pontoons. 

Signz3cunt Victory Lies 
Behind Communiques 

Communiques  report ing 
sinkings of  enemy barges may 
not seem spectacular individu- 
ally, but as was the case re- 
cently in the  Central Solomons 
they can add up to a significant 
victory. 

President Roosevelt pointed 
this out to a press conference 
by calling special attention to 
almost daily reports of de- 
struction of Japanese wooden 
and  steel barges. While not 
large, the barges constituted 
the principal means of trans- 
portation for the enemy evacu- 
ating positions in the Solomons 
area. 

sector  the  Luftwaffe  yesterday shot  down  six 
Berlin,  Nazi  Broadcast: In the Mediterranean 

enemy airplanes  and destructively hit a  mer- 
chant ship of 3,000 gross tons by  bombs. In 
the  night  preceding 25 September  German 
speedboats attacked  British  patrol  ships off the 
English  coast,  one of which  was  sunk. In order 
to relieve their  hard-pressed  patrol  forces, 
British speedboats  joined  the  fight. One of the 
latter was  rammed by a  German speedboat 
when the  weather  turned hazy.  The  enemy  boat 
sank immediately. A German  speedboat  was 
severely  damaged in  this action. It was  scuttled 
by its own  crew. 

pedo and  destroyer  airplanes unsuccessfully at- 
To  the  southwest of Den Helder  British  tor- 

tacked a German convoy. Six  enemy airplanes 
were  shot down on this occasion. 

27 SEPTEMBER 
Cairo,  Egypt. A Middle East  Air Commu- 

nique:  Beaufighters  left  a  merchant vessel 
smoking after  an  attack in  Syros Harbor  in 
the Aegean  Sea. 

London, A joint British  Admiralty  and Royal 

offensive  patrol  off  the  French  coast  last  night, 
Netherlands  Navy  communique:  During  an 

units of the Royal  Netherlands  Navy.  sup- 
ported  by  light  coastal  forces of the Royal 
Navy,  intercepted a large,  fully  laden and heavily 
escorted  enemy  supply  ship. Our  forces imme- 
diately closed in on the enemy,  torpedoing  the 
supply  ship,  which  sank.  A  second  explosion 
was  heard  and it is believed that one of the 
enemy  escorts  was  also  ,hit. All  Allied  vessels 
returned  safely to harbor. 

Allied Headquarters  in  the  Southwest  Pacific, 

Area) : Our heavy units on reconnaissance 
Northeastem Sector. New Ireland  (Kavieng 

made attacks on four small cargo vessels. 
Solomon Sea: Our  medium units on reconnais- 
sance bombed and  strafed  a 1,000-ton  cargo 
vessel and two  launches  west of Buka. Solo- 
mons (South  Pacific  Forces), Vella  Lavella : 
Enemy  aircraft bombed a small Allied  vessel 
off the coast  causing  damage  and casualties. 
Choiseul : Our  reconnaissance  units bombed 
and  strafed  three small  coastal  vessels,  one of 
which  was left  sinking. 

escorted by Typhoons,  two of which are missing, 
London, Air  Ministry: Typhoon bombers, 

attacked enemy shipping at   the mouth of the 
Scheldt this  morning. Two small  vessels  were 
sunk and several  others  were damaged. 

London,  Admiralty:  Several  groups of enemy 

by patrols  consisting of trawlers,  light  coastal 
E-boats  were  intercepted off the  east  coast 

forces,  corvettes  and  destroyers.  Several  enemy 
craft were  severely damaged  and a t  least  one 
was sunk. During  the  action which  ensued, 

sunk. 
the  trawler  Franc  Tireur  was torpedoed and 

Meanwhile, two  motor  launches  under  the 
command of Lt. J. 0. Thomas, RNVR,  and 

ber of %bats  retreating  eastward  at high 
Lt. R. F. Seddon, RNVR, sighted  a  large  num- 

immediately and  rammed  the second  boat in  the 
speed. Lieutenant Thomas put over  his  helm 

launches  engaged i t  with  small guns. Lieutenant 
enemy  line. As this  boat  drew  clear both  motor 

motor  launch and  further fire from both 
Seldon then  rammed  the enemy craft  with his 

motor  launches set  it  ablaze. Burning  and 
abandoned by her  crew,  the vessel  blew UP. 

One  motor  launch  sustained some damage 
from the gunfire of the enemy  and  the bow of 
the  other  motor  launch was damaged in 
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and they  were conscious that  our 
produdion lines had not  in the 
meanwhile been idle. Their  war was 
in fact one in which all the great 
gains .would have to be made early 
and  then defended. 

Thus from every point of view 
they  were  urged to a  great  and  dar- 
ing stroke  that should make good the 
losses of Coral Sea. Probably they 
were counting on our .expecting 
them to make another  major effort 
toward the southeast, toward Port 
Moresby and Tulagi Harbor. Possi- 
bly they believed. on the evidence 
of Pearl Harbor,  that  an unexpected 
attack  ,would always catch us  nap- 
ping. 

No one can say  whether  they 
might not have been right  at  an- 
other time or against another officer, 
but in the  actual case these  were  er- 
rors of enormous proportions. Ad- 
miral Halsey, the vigorous leader of 
the  carrier forces that  were  our 
main arm (while the old battleships 
which had been hit  at Pearl Harbor 
were still mostly under  repair and 
the new. fast battleships were still 
unready) was ill; and his place was 
being filled by Rear Admiral Ray- 
mond A. Spruance, the cold, exact, 
emotionless tactician known as “the 
human machine” in the fleet. a man 
without any psychology at all in the 
sense the Japanese  were  trying to 
use it, who believed nothing but evi- 
dence and always acted on that.  He 
was a member of that  little kitchen 
cabinet of the fleet air  arm which 
gathered round Halsey and included 
Admiral ,Fletcher, Captain Sherman 
of the Lexington, and  Admiral Fitch, 
who had  headquarters  aboard  her: 
the men who had been at sea when 
the enemy came down on Pearl Har- 
bor and who did not believe that 
was the disaster  it seemed, since it 
not only left  intact the striking force 
of the carriers,  but also promoted the 
the  carriers  to  the first line of na- 
tional defense. 

It is  possible that in such company 
Admiral Spruance was a voluble 
man.  To the  rest of the world he  had 
little to say, seemed always behind 
an aquiline face and  rhadamanthine 
brow to be thinking, thinking-not 
cleverly, with a bridgeplayer’s mind, 
like Admiral Yamamoto, who was 
planning the operation against him, 
but precisely, with the mind of an 
astronomer who must  measure the 
weight of a star two hundred light 
years  distant by the variation of a 
line not quite  as wide as  a hair. 

The F i rs t  Mystery 
The material for thought,  both by 

Admiral Spruance  and  Admiral C. 
W. Nimitz, the little man with the 
brushcut, was a  series of reports that 
ran in during  the early part of May, 
following the Battle of \Coral Sea. 
These reports came from Mac- 
Arthur’s land-based planes, from 

our own scouting submarines, and 
from one of our  carrier cruiser task 
forces. They no more than men- 
tioned the  date and place where 
some enemy ship had been seen, and 
the identification was often doubtful, 
but in them there was a line so con- 
sistently repeated, with small varia- 
tions, that  it could not fail to draw 
the  attention of both Admiral Spru- 
ance and Admiral Nimitz-“Course 
315.” 

This meant that most of the Jap- 
anese ships were steaming north- 
west, toward their home islands. 
Where they would go after  that was 
anybody’s deduction. Perhaps  a lit- 
tle better  than deduction; for at this 
point we reach the first of the mys- 
teries of Midway. On 7 June, just 
after  the  battle, the papers of the 
McCormick group (Chicago Tribune, 
Washington Times - Herald, New 
York News) carried  a  story saying 
the Navy had known the exact 
strength and disposition of the  Jap- 
anese forces almost since they had 
left their bases. According to this 
story  there  were  three  separate Jap- 
anese squadrons  to  make  the  usual 
Japanese  attack  like the clutching 
outstretched fingers of a hand. 

One was a  support force, all  fast 
ships and powerfully gunned, with 
the moderate complement of aircraft 
from  the small carrier Ryujyo to ac- 
company them. This squadron (ac- 
cording to the  story) consisted of 
two battle  cruisers of the Kirishima 
class in addition to  the carrier,  the 
four big light cruisers of the Mogami 
type “armed with fifteen guns of 6.1 
cal.,” a smaller light cruiser, and ten 
big destroyers. 

One was an occupation force ex- 
pected to  land troops; it comprised 
two armored  transports,  six troop- 
ships, eight to twelve supply vessels, 
twelve destroyers,  and  ten subma- 
rines, in addition to four cruisers- 
Chakas, Myoko, Chitore, Choda 
(again quoting the story)-with 6.1- 
inch guns. 

There  were some very  striking in- 
accuracies in  this account-ineluding 
misspellings like “Choda” for “Chi- 
oda” and an understatement of the 
size of the Mogami-type cruisers’ 
guns-and it did not list half enou h 
Japanese ships. But when the Mi% 
way communique of 14  July came 
out  (one of the h e s t  pieces of prose 
ever seen in an official document) 
it gave the  strength  and organization 
of the Japanese forces substantially 
as  they had been listed in this  press 
account, though without so many 
names. The fact that some weeks 
1ater.the government haled the heads 
of the McCormick press before  a 
grand jury (unsuccessfully) on a 
charge of having published informa- 
tion from official sources without of- 
ficial permission, and so having 
broken the censorship laws, permits 
the deduction that  the Navy did 
know, and well in advance, what  it 
was going to fight. Other evidence 
also indicates that  it knew  when a d  
where  the attack would come. 

Part of this is furnished  by the 
presence of the carrier Yorktown. 
She  had been in  the Coral  Sea ac- 
tion  with the Lexington, and  on  the 
evening of 8 May was steaming 
southwest  and away from that  dead- 
ly contact with  a bombhole in  her 
deck and 44 men dead. Presumably 
she would have to refuel somewhere, 
replace planes lost or damaged in 
the battle,  and get repairs that  at 
least implied a visit to a port for 
spare parts. Yet she showed up  at 
Midway less than  a month later, 
after a run of well over 5,000 miles. 
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Carrier guns in action  against l a p  planes. 
- -O~ficial  Navy Photc,yraytib. 

Damage to installations on Midway  Island. 

their own bombers blazing on the 
slopes of Ballyhou, a high percent- 
age of loss. 

Everybody at  Dutch  Harbor ex- 
pected them back with a lot of their 
friends, for this was ideal bombers’ 
weather. On the heels of that first 
attack”obvious1y intended to dis- 
joint the defense by surprise-Jap- 
anese reconnaissance planes began 
to come over, ducking in  and  out of 
the clouds all day long. Now the 
Japs  knew  what we had:  not  very 
much, no strong  naval vessels, no 
fighter planes, not enough to keep 
them from landing troops under  the 
combination of air bombing and  na- 
val shelling which had been so effec- 
tive in  the southern islands. The 
Army disposed its troops from Fort 
Mears. Dutch  Harbor tightened belts 
through,an anxious day and night of 
stand-to, preparing to be another 
Wake Island,  and  -nothing  hap- 
pened. 

A Surprise for  the  Invader 
It is possible that  the  report of his 

bombers and the scouts that -followed 
it convinced the Japanese task-force 
commander that he had. all the time 
in  the world to clean .,up:$htis opera- 
tion, and he wished to scout the po- 
sition thoroughly, doing the job with 
no casualties which he could avoid. 
It is  possible that out there in the fog 
so thick you could stuff  sofa cush- 
ions with it he had some aecidents 
in taking  in his planes and decided 
to wait for the clearing weather  that 
comes with dawn before undertaking 
the major attack. He must have been 
counting on there being no other 
American base within 800 miles, so 
that  out  there where  he was, 70 or 
80 miles from Dutch  Harbor,  he 
could expect no aerial opposition ex- 
cept from  the PBY’s. Their pilots 
would doubtless come in valiantly, 
but with valor futile against the 
heavy barrage  and  fast Zero fighters 

He waited for daylight; and  at 
daylight, with his Zeros in the  air to 
cover the launching operation, he 

’ he could put up. 

was just  about to get his bombers 
away and clean house on Dutch 
Harbor when he was jumped by a 
formation of American P-40 fighters, 
escorting some of those wonderful 
two-motored bombers which can 
outrun  any  pursuit  ship  fhe Japa- 
nese have. Land-based planes-some 
of which carried torpedoes and all 
of which came from behind him, 
from the direction of Japan. It was 
a touch-and-go raid by a few planes 
that shed their cargoes of death and 
were off again like  a flash into the 
mists, not waiting to see whether 
they got any hits. 

We do not know-maybe shall 
never know-how much material 
damage was done, but  the moral 
damage was fatal  to  the  Japanese 
enterprise.  The enemy admiral had 
first to spread  his ships, put up de- 
fensive patrols, and send out scouts 
to see what hornet’s nest had 
spawned this brood. Toward after- 
noon  one of the scouts succeeded in 
following the  third or fourth wave 
of attack home and located their 
field  on Umnak Island, seventy miles 
west of Dutch Harbor,  where no air 
base had  any business being, accord- 
ing to Jap intelligence reports. At 
this news the  enemy  admiral pulled 
himself together enough to get off a 
squadron of bombers with heavy 
fighter escort for  a damage raid on 
Dutch Harbor  and  another for the 
surprise base at Umnak. They hit 
both places about 5 p.m. At Dutch 
Harbor  they  set fire to an old  wood- 
en ship that  had been run on the 
beach as  a  carpenters’  barracks; at 
Umnak they  found the P-40’s wait- 
ing for them and lost two planes out 
of nine  without  any damage for our 
side. Then these Japs steamed away 
out of the  area  and  the story. 

For all they  knew  there  were half 
a dozen other bases hidden along 
the island chain. They had no way 
of telling that  the one at Umnak had 
only just been achieved by the gigan- 
tic efforts of a  brilliant engineer 
colonel, Benjamin Talley, working 
against ice and 70-mile gales since 

Pearl Harbor,  taking his materials 
from cases marked for an  imaginary 
Blair Fish Packing Company that 
had. been invented to keep  news of 
the project from leaking out through 
espionage. 

Nor had  the  Japs  any  way of 
knowing either  that  Representative 
Magnuson would stand  up in  the 
House two months later to say that 
Army bombers from another secret 
field ‘near Dutch Harbor  had failed 
to take off and smash up  the whole 
Jap force because they  had no orders 
from their own service and would 
not accept suggestions from the 
Navy. Is  it  true? Another mystery. 

The  Warning 
T h e e  hours  after the Dutch Har- 

bor attack, while the Yorktoum was 
running  through  bright sunny 
weather approaching Midway, Ens. 
Jewel1 Reid, flying a  PBY patrol 
plane  very high 700 miles west by 
south of Midway Island, saw many 
objects on the  water,  dead ahead  and 
far away, looking like ants on a dis- 
tant polished floor. He flashed a 
warning-the PBY boys always  do 
this, for  they may not last long 
enough to get home with  a  full 
story (on this operation one of them 
sent the message,  “Dogging enemy, 
please notify my next of kin”).  Then 
Reid  moved closer, swinging out 
abeam of the formation, very  high 
up, to  get  a count. Eleven big ves- 
sels; Reid thought there  were  two 
battleships among them, but  he  came 
no nearer  than was necessary to 
check their course and speed. Pre- 
sumably what he saw was  actually 
the  Japanese occupation force, with 
nothing bigger than  a  cruiser to cov- 
er it. 

The effective attack  range of tor- 
pedo and dive-bombing planes is 200 
miles. They would not do for this 
job. Back at Midway curly-haired 
Lt. Col. Walter Sweeney, Jr., took 
off with  nine Army Flying Fortress- 
es, which regard  a 700-mile trip  as 
an  average  run. 

None of their crews had  ever been, 





”Official U. S. Navy Photograph. 

A Japanese  bomber  scores  a  direct  hit on the uss YORKTOWN, aircrdft  carrier, despite a tornado of  antiaircraft  fire. 

As a  matter of fact they had al- 
ready  launched them. It was not 
more than  a  minute or two from this 
time that Lieut. William A. Chase in 
another PBY sighted over a  hundred 
Jap bombers with fighter escort, fly- 
ing fast  and in tight formation for 
Midway. He opened up his long- 
range voice radio, and not bothering 
to use code, shouted  the news. The 
two reports told Colonel Kimes and 
Captain Ramsey back at  our base all 
they needed to know. Every plane 
at Midway took the  air  at once. 

The six machines of Torpedo 8 
were the first away. -The Flying 
Fortresses  went u p 1 6  of them, 
which for  our purposes can be called 
the 2nd attack group. So did four 
Army B-26’s under Capt. James F. 
Collins, armed with torpedoes in 
another  experiment  like  that of the 
PBY’s at night;  they  can be called 
the 3rd attack group. Scout-Bomb- 
ing 241 (the 4th attack  group)  went 
up in two parts, 16 SBD’s in one for- 
mation under Maj. Lofton B. Hen- 
derson, 11 in  another,  under Maj. 
Benjamin W. Norris. These were 
the  last  away;  as  they picked up 
formation and  headed  in the direc- 
tion Ady had given, the  rear gunners 
looked back in time to see the  Jap 
bombers come in on Midway and 
our. antiaircraft open up. 

It fired a  beautiful  pattern,  just 
1,000 feet  short of the attackers-all 

1 but one shell with a defective fuse, 
which went on up, and by one of the 
accidents of battle, exploded square 
on the nose of one of the onrushing 

bombers. The machine fell apart and 
one wing, with  a bright pennon of 
flame streaming from it,  drifted zig- 
zag down and down like an  autumn 
leaf. This was the last  thing Norris’ 
men could see as they flew west to 
make  their  attack. 

The  Brewsters going out to face 
the Japanese bombing force, with 
its escort of Zeros, had  met  it 20 
miles west of ,Midway. It was the 
enemy first team, the best they  had, 
who yielded nothing to our Marines 
in determination, and but little in 
skill. Four or five of them came 
down; the rest, so vastly superior  in 
number, swung round to the  north 
away from the  area where the 
Brewsters  and Zeros were  hammer- 
ing at each other  and came in on 
Midway from that side, big waves of 
from 40 to 60 planes each till one 
observer  made the total of 180. The 
Jap bombers had  a 500-pounder 
apiece, which they dropped mostly 
from 10,000 feet;  then  they came 
down to 1,200 to  plant  their  lighter 
bombs and to make strafing runs  in 
company with the Zeros. 

Too many had no opposition ex- 
cept from the grodnd antiaircraft 
fire, and  their skill was high--one 
Jap plane  drawing exclamations of 
admiration from the Marines them- 
selves as it did beautiful slow rolls 
on the tail of Lieut. D. D. Irwin, 
whose landing  gear  had jammed 
down and who  could  do no more 
than  try to lead the enemy into 
ground fire. “It was definitely hot,” 
said the Marine ground captain, 

Gene Buckner;  the men in  the pits 
were glad when silence fell after 20 
minutes and what was left of the 
enemy moved off to the southwest. 

Colonel Kimes radioed his fighters 
to come in (only 12 of the 25 did; 
the others  were  all gone, two of them 
machine-gunned as they drifted 
down in  parachutes)  and crawled 
out. from his dugout command  post 
to survey the damage. There were 
dead men and wounded men all over 
the island. The administration build- 
ing was hit, hangars  were hit and 
burning;  over on the westerly Sand 
Island an oil tank was on €ire. A 
machine. shop was hit, the canteen 
had been blown to matchwood, and 
all the mess halls were destroyed, 
so that  until new equipment came 
from Pearl  Harbor  everyone  had to 
live on slumgullion cooked in big 
kettles  under the sky. 

Down through the  air  as  the colo- 
nel emerged there  were still drift- 
ing  fragments of the Mitsubishi that 
had blown up so violently that  the 
marines at first thought  these  bits 
were propaganda leaflets. All over 
the north end of the island marines 
were happily scrambling for single 
cigarettes; by a freak of physics the 
explosion in the canteen  had  stripped 
not only the cartons  but also the 
wrappers  from  all the smokes in the 
building. And down behind that 
building one of the classic remarks 
of the war was being uttered. When 
the canteen  was  hit a marine in an 
emplacement beside it clutched his 
stomach with both hands  and rolled 



over. After the :storm had passed 
two others pulled his hands away to 
see what they could do for the poor 
fellow. Out rolled a  can of beer, 
which had delivered  a perfect solar 
plexus punch. 

“I-just-can’t  take beer on an 
empty stomach,” he gasped and 
grinned. 

His aplomb was symptomatic, for 
the  attack  as a’whole was a  failure; 
it had damaged the  gun emplace- 
ments little, the plane service estab- 
lishments hardly  at all. The run- 
ways had  not been touched-per- 
haps, it has been suggested, deliber- 
ately,  because  the Japs wanted to 
use them themselves. Forty-three 
machines had been shot down,  or SO 
many that only genuine destruction 
of the defense plant would have  been 
an  adequate  return. 

Counterattack +,’ ~’ 

Meanwhile our four  attack groups 
were  over the Japanese ships. The 
six planes of Torpedo 8 got there 
first. They found the main .enemy 
striking force in a tight formation, 
a swarm of Zeros outside like flies 
round a  garbage can, then  cruisers 
and destroyers masking the big 
ships. “Get the carriers” had been 
the briefing down from Admiral 
Nimitz; the men of Torpedo 8 dived 
over the escort toward them into a 
storm of AA fire, small stuff with 
direct laying, big shells from the 
cruisers, fired to throw up water- 
spouts that would tip the planes in- 
to the sea or smash. a prop; for at 
such speed spray  can be as resistant 
as granite. Zeros courageously fol- 
lowed into the fire of their own 
ships. The communique said: “It is 
believed that this group scored one 
hit on an. enemy ship,” but added: 
“Only one of these six planes re- 
turned  to  ,its base.” 

Captain Collins with the four 
B-28’s of the 3rd attack  group came 
next; his men had  thought  they  were 
on a scouting mission. Radios OD 
battle-frequency picked up their ex- 
clamations of surprise as they  burst 
through the clouds and saw the 
Japanese fleet laid out in a pano- 
rama not 25 miles away, with the 
flight of the six torpedo planes going 
on around it. A flight of Zeros de- 
tached itself to meet this new Amer- 
ican menace; Captain Collins 
watched as  they flew straight for his 
formation, and  at  the ultimate mo- 
ment before they opened fire gave 
the word and dived. The Zeros shot 
past. Sergeant Gogoj in one of the 
planes remembers  a  .twinge of dis- 
appointment when he failed to get a 
shot at  them from the forward gun 
position; “then I heard Ashley start 
shooting his  gun from the tail. I 
swung around,  and  there  about 530 
feet away was a Jap pursuit”-from 
another formation which had come 
out of the cloud to ride them, in. 
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Tracer  and pompom went past; Col- 
lins’ landing gear was wrecked; on 
Lieut. James B. Muri’s plane  the 
rear gunner was killed. Both turrets 
were disabled, and the machine set 
afire. He dodged between cruisers 
and destroyers, turned  sharp,  and 
headed for the  nearest  and biggest 
carrier, which had itself just exe- 
cuted  a  turn. Collins, Muri and the 
other two dropped their fish and 
pulled up, shooting over the big 
ship’s bow through  a  curtain of anti- 
aircraft,  then went into an almost 
vertical climb.  One of them, too bad- 
ly  hit  to make it, fell off into the 
sea;  but down below the huge pillar 
of water from a  hit rose beside the 
Jap carrier. 

It must have  been the Akagi that 
was hit. Apparently the  Japs had 
just begun to break up their tight 
formation, scattering  their  valuable 
carriers  under  the cloud banks  and 
concentrating their defense in the 
air. When Major Henderson’s dive 
bombers of the 4th attack group, 
only a few minutes later, dropped 
through  a high overcast and  rough 
air into a  parade of Japanese ships, 
the new carrier Soryu was the cen- 
ter of the picture, as impressive a 
sight  as  the Lexington’s men had 
witnessed. at Coral Sea. 

But  this was not Coral Sea, it was 
nothing like  it; the Americans now 
had no torpedo planes to  help  out 
the bombers, no fighter cover and no 
surprise. “I counted 63 ships in the 
few minutes before the  attack,”  says 
a rear gunner of Henderson’s forma- 
tion. “Then we began to  get all kinds 
of flak, very accurate, and any  num- 
ber of Zeros you want  to name. I 
was scared to death; I never saw 
such  a  trip, and if I .ever do again I 
probably won’t live through it.” 
Scared to death;  but he did live 
through it to be decorated for brav- 
ery and presence of mind in  the 13- 
minute action at  the edge of the - 
clouds. 

Full half of them did not live 
through  it. Maior Henderson was 
one; &is plane &as heavily hit  just 
as  he peeled off for the dive. It stag- 
gered and caught fire,’ but he held 
on course straight for the Soryu and 
with his plane and 1,000-pounder 
smashed into the island superstruc- 
ture of the  carrier. 

Behind him the other planes came 
down through the flak onto the 
wildly twisting carrier.  Three times 
the big bombs went  right  into her 
deck and columns of smoke leaped 
up. But  as each bomber pulled out 
of its dive a section of Zeros pounced 
on it,  and  the experience of Captain 
Blain’s bomber was typical, as  Priv- 
ate McFeely, the  rear  gunner, tells 
it : 

“We were all alone except for 
eight Zeros, but I managed to riddle 
three of them so I got to feeling 
pretty good. But  then  another Zero 

got on our tail and sent  tracer  bul- 
lets  into  our  ship  and  then  cut loose 
with his 20-mm. cannon. I was hit  in 
the  right leg. The slipstream was 
blowing  blood over my  goggles so I 
‘could hardly see. Our plane had a 
hole in the stabilizer big enough for 
a man to crawl  through. My radio 
had been shot off, my throat micro- 
phone, cockpit, and  instruments 
were shot up, with blood all around. 
I didn’t have much else to do so I 
took over the wobble ump, which 
kept sticking. Finally  t 1 e gas pres- 
sure stopped and the motor quit. 
We hit the  water with a crash but 
the plane floated and we got out the 
life-raft”-on which they floated 48 
hours till a PBY found them, after 
the battle. 

Major Norris  and his second 
echelon of the 4th attack group came 
through the worsening weather at 
an angle that would have  required 
them to run through the AA and 
Zero opposition of the whole fleet to  
reach  the  carriers; so they picked 
out  a “lovely battleship” and came 
down  on her  through  a terrific blaze 
of fire, Two hits,  square on the fan- 
tail, where the screws and rudder 
have but  little  armor, left the  battle- 
ship  burning enthusiastically. 

It was now near 8: 30 in the morn- 
ing. The main Japanese , striking 
force had split into two, one group 
with the giant  carriers (Kaga and 
Akagi, one of them with a torpedo 
hole under her  ribs), one with the 
Hiryu and damaged Soryu; while 
the support force began to move in 
to lend its  guns  and float planes to 
the help of the main body. The 16 
Flying Fortresses from Midway  had 
taken off in the morning under  or- 
ders to go for the occupation fleet 
with its transports-but now new 
orders  had  reached them: to switch 
to the main enemy  striking force, 
against which nothing could be too 
much. The change in direction and 
the  relative slowness of the B-17’s 
(if anything that travels over 250 
miles an hour  can  be called slow) 
brought  this second group of planes 
to leave, last to strike, onto that 
striking force just  after  the Marine 
whirlwind had blown itself out, 
about 8: 34. 

Beneath broken clouds they found 
“a  big battle line, with destroyers 
outside, cruisers,  and  then  battle- 
ships, and away back the carriers, 
which  we pi’cked out  for  our tar- 
gets.” All the ships  they could see 
looked in good shape, which prob- 
ably means they came on the 
Kaga-Akagi group, whose wounds 
would be invisible. The flak  was 
thick, well directed,  and well cali- 
brated; all the big bombers took 
punctures  and on at least two of 
them  tail men or belly-gunners were 
killed. But the Zeros were neither 
numerous nor  very earnest about 
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trapped in the lower compartment 
(11-12 ’ October 1942, off Cape Es- 
perance) . 

a 
Robert  Halperin, CSp, USNR, Chi- 

cago, Ill.: While in charge of a 
scout boat during  the assault on 
Mehdia, French Morocco; Halperin 
took his boat in complete darkness 
from the  transport  area seven miles 
off the.coast  into a position to locate 
and mark  landing beaches. When all 
had landed he assisted the shore 
party  in locating roads inland, and 
personally captured two enemy offi- 
cers. ( 8  November 1942.) 

DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE MEDAL 

Col. Perry K. Smith, USMC, Coro- 
nado,  Calif.:  As commanding officer 
of a Marine aircraft group in the 
Southwest Pacific, Colonel Smith 
instituted flights to Guadalcanal 
when the airfield was under heavy 
siege, set  up  his own  schools for the 
training of personnel, and evacuated 
casualties to base hospitals. Unde- 
terred by darkness and tropical 
squalls, his vital  air  transport con- 
tributed  materially to the defense of 
Guadalcanal. 
I I 

I LEGION OF MERIT I 
1 

Vice Admiral  Charles S. Freeman, 
USN, Brooklyn, N.  Y.: As commander 
of the  Northwest Sea Frontier from 
the  time of our  entry into the war 
until 1 December 1942, Admiral 
Freeman “devised sound. and com- 
prehensive measures in combating 
enemy encroachment  in  that  terri- 
tory.” 

a 
Rear  Admiral  Robert B. Carney, 

DSN, Coronado, Calif.: As com- 
mander of a warship, Admiral Car- 
ney’s brilliant  leadership contributed 
to successful operations against 
Kolombangara Island and the sink- 

Kula Gulf (5-6 March 1943). 
ing of two  Japanese warships in 

* 
Rear  Admiral Aaron S. Merrill, 

USN, Natchez, Miss.: As a task force 
commander during  an engagement 
with Japanese forces in the Solo- 
mons Area on the night of 5-6 March 
1943, Admiral  Merrill  directed the 
intercepting  and sinking of two 
ene’rny warships and the  subsequent 
bombardment of installations on 
Kolombangara Island. His task force 
withstood heavy opposition and came 
through unscathed. 

7 2  
Capt. Edmund W. Burrough, USN, 

Washihgton, D. C.: While command- 
ing a  warship  during bombardments 
of Kolombangara Island and  the oc- 
cupation of Russell Island, Captain 
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Burrough directed his ship with 
superb skill. Encountering a  group 
of Japanese warships in Kula  Gulf, 
he assisted in sinking two of them. 

Q 
Capt. Gerson de Macedo Soares, 

Brazilian Navy:  While serving as 
Chief of Staff  to the Commander 
Brazilian Naval Units Under the 
Fourth  Fleet, Capt. Soares contrib- 
uted greatly to the increased effi- 
ciency of these units and to the suc- 
cessful conduct of the  war  in  the 
South Atlantic. 

b 
Capt. Leighton Wood, USN, River- 

side, Conn. (posthumously) : While 
commanding a warship in action 
against Japanese forces in the Solo- 
mons, January-March 1943, Captain 
Wood directed his ship with superb 
skill in a heavy attack by Japanese 
torpedo planes. Later, his ship as- 
sisted in sinking two of a  group of 
warships encountered in Kula  Gulf, 
and participated in  the  devastating 
bombardment of defenses on Kolom- 
bangara Island and the occupation 
of Russell Island. * 

Comdr. William  D. Brown, USN, 
Annapolis, Md.:  As operations offi- 
cer and senior aide to a task force 
commander, Commander Brown’s 
intimate knowledge of the locality 
was of invaluable service during  the 
fierce engagement in  Kula Gulf, 5-6 
March 1943, where two Japanese 
ships were sunk,  and  in the devas- 
tating bombardment of enemy de- 
fenses on Kolombangara Island. 

“Official U. S. Navy Photograph. 

KEPT PLANES FLYING: Capt. 
Henry R. Oster, USN, of Washing- 
ton, D. C., was presented  the 
Legion of Merit by Secretary of 
the Navy Frank  Knox recently 
for his tireless work in keeping 
planes of the Pacific Fleet over- 
hauled and in repair. Captain 
Oster, from June, 1940, to October, 
1942. was material officer for  vari- 

Comdr. Charles F. Flower (MC), 
USN, Berkeley, Calif.:  As medical 
officer of the uss Astoria during  the 
battle of Savo Island, 9 August 1942, 
Commander Flower improvised a 
dressing station while a severe fire 
raged about it. Later, when the 
wounded were  transferred to a de- 
stroyer,  he supervised the installa- 
tion of temporary  operating  stations 
and continued administering treat- 
ments. 

a 
Comdr. David C. Gaede (MC) 

USN, Loma Linda, Calif.:  As  medical 
officer for a Marine aircraft wing in 
the  South Pacific, from 22 September 
1942 to 15 April 1943. Commander 
Gaede organized facilities for evac- 
uation of casualties by air, main- 
tained constant training and indoc- 
trination for all flight surgeons and 
medical personnel, and provided rest 
homes and recreational leave for 
combat pilots. 

i 7  

To Comdr. Lawrence E. Tu11 
(CEC) USNR, Washington, D. C., and 
Lt. Comdr. Robert E. Clausen (CEC) 
USNR, Los Angeles, Calif.:  As  com- 
manding and executive officers of a 
construction battalion, they  super- 
vised the erection of an  important 
airdrome in the South Pacific Area 
although hampered by extremely 
adverse weather  and heavy enemy 
bombings. 

a 
Comdr. Ralph E.  Wilson, USN, 

Salem, Oreg.:  As naval liaison officer 
at Army headquarters on Guadal- 
canal during January and  February 
1943, Commander Wilson displayed 
extraordinary ability and judgment, 
and was invaluable in coordinating 
joint service details of technical and 
administrative nature. 

* .  
Lt. Comdr. Andrew J. Hill, USN, 

Poplar Bluff, Mo.: As commanding 
officer of a  warship in the Solomons, 
Lieutenant Commander Hill directed 
his ship in continuous antisubma- 
rine patrols, bombardments of en- 
emy shore positions, and participa- 
tion in hazardous landing missions. 
On one escort assignment when his 
vessel was sttacked by eight dive- 
bombers, the gunfire from  his ship 
destroyed or damaged six of the 
hostile planes. * 

Lt. Comdr. Frank L. Johnson, 
USN, Delaware City, Del.:  As  com- 
manding officer of a warship in the 
Solomons, Lieutenant Commander 
Johnson helped disrupt numerous 
air  attacks  and  attacked and sank a 
submarine. In  two night bombard- 
ment operations against Munda, his 
ship led the task  group into position. 
He brought  his vessel through  a 
series of fierce engagements without 

ous boups in  the Pacific area. damage. 

















I . N E W  BOOKS IN SHIPS’ 1 
LIBRARIES _I 

The following books have been 
purchased for  distribution  during 
the  month of November to units  in 
the service. Although not all  titles 
will be  .supplied to all units, the 
practice of the Bureau is  to distrib- 
ute different titles to small units 
operating in the  same  area so that 
it is possible for  units to exchange 
books. If units do not receive de- 
sired titles,  request may be made to 
the  Bureau. 
THE DUKE  by Richard Aldington. Biography of 

the  Duke of Wellington. 
?‘HE WEEPING  WOOD  by Vicki Baum. Story of 

lives of the people whose destinies i t  shaped. 
rubber, the weeping wood, told through  the 

THE REPUBLIC  by Charles A. Beard.  Thoughtful 

CONDITION  RED by  Comdr. Frederick J. Bell.  A 
discussions on American  institutions. 

combat  cruise of a destroyer  in  the  South 
Pacific. 

NOW I LAY ME  DOWN TO SLEEP  by Ludwig 

high  life at the  approach of the  war. 
Bemelmans. Amusing novel, a picture of 

COW BY THE TAIL by Jesse  James Benton. A 
cowboy tells of his  life  qn  the  ranches  and 
among  the Comanche Indians. 

THE PROMISE by Pearl S. Buck.  Mrs.  Buck’s 
novd  dramatizes  the  situation  in  Burma  when 
the Japs were  driving  out  the  British  and 
Chinese soldiers. 

THE F.B.I. IN PEACE AND WAR by Frederick L. 
Collins. Actual cases explain F.B.I. methods 

THIS WINGED WORLD edited  by  Thomas Collison. 
and  techniques. 

Collection of writings  about  aircraft  and  the 
dreams and  the courage of the  men who 
made  them. 

COMMAND AT SEA by Capt.  Harley F. Cope.  A 
guide for  the  naval officer. 

CRUSADE FOR PAN-EUROPE  by  R.  N. Coudenhove 
Kalergi.  Life  story of a man who has been at  
work a score of years on plans  for a federa- 
tion of Europe, 

MURDER IN HAVANA by George Harmon Coxe. 
Cuba’s big  town  is  the  setting  for  another of 

YOU’RE SITTING ON MY EYELABHES  by Whitney 
this  author’s well-constructed mysteries. 

Darrow Jr.  Collection of laugh-provoking 
drawings. 

SHE CAME TO THE VALLEY  by  Cleo Dawson. A 
novel of lusty  pioneer  life  in  the valley of the 

SHADOW OF NIGHT  by August Derleth. Hasso 
Rio  Grande River. 

wanted to avenge  his  brother’s  death  when  he 
followed Gebhardt to Sac  Prairie, Wis. in  the 

brought  about a change of heart. 
1850’s, but life in  the  frontier  community 

STAGECOACH KINGDOM by Harry Sinclair Drago. 
Excitement,  action, horses in  the  West  before 

THE WILD DUCK MURDERS  by Theodora Du 
the  coming of railroads. 

Bois. Amateur  sleuth (a doctor)  works  with 

THE AXIS O N  THE AIR  by Harold  Ettlinger. 
the F.B.I. to solve murders. 

Axis propaganda ; its background,  history 

G-ARDEN ISLANDS O F  THE GREAT  EAST  by David 
and  practices. 

Fairchild.  Botanist describes plant  life  he 
found on South  Pacific Islands. 

JOURNEY IN THE DARK by Martin Flavin. This 
novel is the s t o r y  of a small  town boy from 
the  wrong  side of the  tracks who aimed  his 
life  singly at the acquisition of a fortune  and 

MALTA  MAGNIFICENT  by Maj. .Francis W. 
made it. 

Gerard.  Graphic  account of the siege of Malta 
portraying  the  life  and  stamina of the Mal- 

BRIGHT IS THE MORNING  by Robert Gibbons. 
tese people. 

This  dramatic novel set  in  Alabama of recent 
Years treats of  brothers  in love with  the 

RINGFXI HORIZON by Edmund Gilligan. Account 
same  woman. 

of U-boat warfare  in  the  North  Atlantic  by 
the  author of “Gaunt Woman.” 

THE WILD BUNCH by Ernest Haycox. Another 
W&Etcm 

THE BATTLE Is THE PAY-OFF by Capt.  Ralph 
Ingersoll.  Former  editor of PM tells what  he 
saw and experienced in  the  African  cam- 

IT’S A FUNNY WORLD. A  collection of cartoons 
paan .  

from Colliers. 

. . ” - ” ”. 

THE BAYOUS OF LOUISIANA by Hartnett T. Kane. 
. A charming  portrait of a little  known  section 

on the  gulf  coast  inside  Louisiana  boundaries 
with  industries  and  customs  all  its own. 

LIFE Is TOO SHORT by C. Kay  Scott.  Biography 
of a many-sided, widely travelled man, known 
in scientific circles by his  real  name, F. C. 

MURDER WITH LOVE  by Garland Lord. An old 
Wellman. 

major  invites  his  heirs to  visit him. Murder 

NONE BUT THE LONELY HEART by Richard 
ensues. 

Llewellyn. Author of “How  Green  Was My 
Valley” writes of everyday life  in Cockney 

RED RASKALI:  by Clark McMeekin.  A girl a boy 
London. 

a horse, and some villains  in an  excithg taJ 
of adventure  in Colonial America. 

THE FRUITS OF FASCISM by  Herbert L. Mat- 
thews. Fascism in  Italy discrihed, and  the 

EAST COAST  CORVETTE  by Lt. Nicholas Mon- 
reasons  for  its  risd  and decline. 

sarrat.  An action-filled tale of  convoy duty. 

THE PAGEANT OF CANADIAN  HISTORY  by Anne 
CAT’S  CLAW by D.  B.  Oleen. Mystery. 

Merriman Peck. 
THE GRAND  DESIGN by  David  Pilgrim. Adven- 

tures of James de la Cloche, seventeenth 

HERE Is YOUR  WAR  by Ernie Pyle. Correspon- 
century  English  secret  agent. 

dent’s  experiences  on the  Tunisian  fighting 
front. 

THE INVASION OF GERMANY by Curt Riess. Need 
and  proposed  plans of attack  for  defeating 

MY FAMILY RIGHT OR WRONG by John  Philip 
Germany on her  own soil. 

Sousa 111. Antics of the  Sousa  family, which 

THE MYSTERY OF SWORDFISH  REEF by Arthur W. 
normally resembled a three-ring circus. 

Upfield. International  figures become tangled 
in a mystery while swordfishing in Au- - 
stralia. 

of suspense  in  this  thriller. 
STALK THE HUNTER by Mitchell Wilson. Plenty 

New Books in  the 
Armed  Services Edition 

The following titles are included 
in  the second series of 30 paper- 
bound books published for the armed 
services: 
B-31-Rose Wilder Lane, LET THE HURRICANE 

B-33-Robert Frost, COME IN, AND OTHER 
B-32-Fred Herman, DYNAMITE  CARGO. 

B-34-Edith Wharton, ETHAN FROME. 

B36“Peter Field, FIGHT FOR POWDER VALLEY! 
B-35-Mary Lasswell, SUDS IN YOUR  EYE. 

B-3i“Cornelia Otis  Skinner  and  Emily Kim- 
brough, OUR  HEARTS WERE YOUNG 

ROAR. 

POEMS. 

AND GAY. 

B-39-Rober Benchley, BENCHLEY BESIDE HIM- 
B-38-MacKinlay Kantor, GENTLE ANNXE 

B-40-William Sloane  To WALK THE NIGHT. 
B-4l”Edmund  Gillig&t THE GAUNT WOMAN. 

B-43-Arthur Henry Gooden PAINTED BUTTES. 
B-42”Alan LeMay, W I ~ E R  RANGE. 

B-44-Rosemary Taylor, CH~CKEN EVERY SUN- 

B-45-Pardee Lowe FATHER AND GLORIOUS 

B-46-H. Allen Smith, LIFE IN A PUTTY KNIFE 

B-47”Archie  Binns, LIGHTSHIP. 
B-48-Hartzell Spence GET THEE BEHIND ME 
B-49-Mary O’Hara, MY FRIEND FLICKA. 
B-50-Henry C. Cassidy, Moscow DATELINE. 

R-52-Walter  D.  Edmon’ds, ROME HAUL. 
B-51-Dorothy Macardle THE UNINVITED. 

B-53-Struthers Burt, POWDER RIVER. 
B-54”Louis Adamic, THE NATIVE’S  RETUJZN 
B-55-Marjorie Kinnan  Rawlings, THE  YE~R-  

B-56”Stefan Heym, HOSTAGES. 
B-57-Hubert Herring GOOD NEIGHBORS. 
B-53”Merrill Denison’ KLONDIKE  MIKE. 

B-BO-Peter Freuchen, ’ARCTIC ADVENTURE. 
B-69”arcus  Gwdrieh DELILAH. 

SELF. 

DAY. 

DESCENDANT: 

FACTORY. 

LING. 

I 

New Ideas 
(Continued from Page 29) 

of an  aluminum sheet that previ- 
ously yielded only four. Result: an 
increase of 25% in  the material 
available for his job. Someone else 
redesigned a gadget and saved an 
ounce of brass. An ounce saved on 
each of a million gadgets is 31 tons 
of brass.” 

One of the strangest of all idea 
stories concerned the mysterious 
“Mr. X.” Ideas and suggestions for 
improving production kept dropping 
into the Suggestion Box at  an In- 
dianapolis war plant, all of them 
signed “Mr. X.” That  they  were good 
ideas is indicated by the fact that 
seven of the nine  turned in won 
plant awards.  But no  one turned  up 
to receive the award certificates. 

When his identity was finally dis- 
covered, it was found that “Mr. X” 
was 63-year-old Joe  Kaufsky, ,ma- 
chinist. He  has one son in the Navy, 
another in charge of the production 
department at a war plant. His ideas 
were  submitted to War Production 
Drive headquarters in Washington 
and the board gave Kaufsky  a  Pro- 
duction Award Citation, highest na- 
tional honor bestowed for sugges- 
tions which boost the output of wea- 
pons and  equipment for the fighting 
forces. Brought to Washington, 
Kaufsky was introduced to war pro- 
duction chief Donald Nelson, to Gen- 
eral George C. Marshall, to Under 
Secretary of the Navy James V. For- 
restal and many others. The high 
spot came at  the White House, when 
Kaufsky received his Citation from 
the President himself. 

Not all  ideas lead to the White 
House-but most of them lead to a 
shorter  war,  and  a saving in human 
lives. In  the first six months of this 
year, one big war plant received 
from its vorkers 35,750 suggestions. 
A  country that can pour ’em out like 
that isn’t  going  to  come in second 
in any idea sweepstakes. 
I I I How Did It Start? I 
I I 

When badges 
for   the  e lec-  
tr ician’s  mate 
rating  were first 
ordered,a ‘(globe” 
( m e a n i n g  a n  
electric  l ight 
bulb) was speci- 
” 

iied as  the iden- 
tifying symbol. When the badges 
were delivered, the “globe” turned 
out to be a  reproduction of the globe , 
of the world. However, the world I 
globe looked so well it was never 
changed. (If  you have  a new or dif- 
ferent  version,  send it along to the 
Editor.) i 

























I YOUR FAMILIES AT HOME 
ARE RATIONED SO YOU 
CAN HAVE ALL YOU WANT 

"... 

I 

DO YOURPART BY TAKING 
NO MORETHAN YOU CAN €AT 


