Appeal No. 311 - ANDREW LEE DUDLEY v. US - 23 February, 1949.

In the Matter of Certificate of Service No. 358502
| ssued to: ANDREW LEE DUDLEY

Deci si on and Fi nal order of the Conmandant
United States Coast Guard

311
ANDREW LEE DUDLEY

Thi s appeal cones before ne by virtue of 46 United States Code
239(g) and 46 Code of Federal Regul ations 137.11-1.

On 4 January, 1949, an Exam ner of the United States Coast
GQuard revoked Certificate of Service No. E-358502 and all other
certificates of service or docunents issued by the Coast CGuard to
Andrew Lee Dudl ey upon finding himguilty of m sconduct under one
specification reciting that on or about 7 March, 1948, while
serving as a nessman on the Anerican SS SHOOTI NG STAR in the port
of New York, he unlawfully had in his possession certain narcotics,
to wit, 8 ounces of marijuana.

At the hearing, Appellant voluntarily waived his right to
representation by counsel; announced his understandi ng of the
nature of the proceedings, and possible results; but entered a plea
of "guilty" to the charge and specification. Thereupon the
Exam ner ordered Appellant's docunents revoked as stated above.

On this appeal, it is urged:

a. That Appel |l ant be given a chance to prove he is a
good citizen;
b. That his wife is in delicate condition; his parents
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need hi s hel p;

C. That he has been unsuccessful in holding a position
because he has no educati on;

d. That he has been going to sea since 1942;

e. That he has | earned a | esson and has suffered

because he made an unfortunate sel ection of
conpani ons.

Based upon a careful exam nation of the Record, | neke the
fol | ow ng:

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 7 March, 1948, this Appellant was serving as nessnan on the
Ameri can SS SHOOTI NG STAR under authority of his Certificate of
Servi ce No. E-358502.

On that date he was intercepted by an officer of the Custons
Service when | eaving said vessel at Pier 3, North R ver, New York,
and 7 ounces 50 grains of marijuana were found on his person; a
smal | additional quantity of marijuana was di scovered on the
vessel, also belonging to Appellant. Appellant frankly admtted he
had purchased the narcotic in Antwerp; that he had used sone of it,
but intended to carry the balance to his hone.

When arraigned before a United States Conm ssioner for the
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York,
he wai ved hearing and before the Court pleaded guilty to violation
of 26 United States Code 2593. A sentence of 6 nonths
I ncarceration was suspended, and Appellant was put on probation for
3 nonths - which he satisfactorily conpl et ed.

Appel | ant hol ds certificates show ng substantially continuous
service from 1942.

OPI NI ON

| have, several tines in the past, stated ny conviction that
users or purveyors of narcotic drugs are undesirable as nerchant
seanen. Their presence on shipboard is a constant nenace to the
safety of their shipmates.
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CONCLUSI ON AND ORDER

Not hi ng appears in this Record, or by the appeal, which
warrants ny intervention in this case.

The order of the Exam ner dated 4 January, 1949, revoking
Certificate of Service No. E-358502 and all other valid |icenses or

certificates issued by the Coast Guard should be, and it is
AFFI RVED.

J. F. FARLEY
Admral, United States Coast Guard
Conmandant

Dated at Washington, D.C., this 23rd day of February, 1949.

*rxxx END OF DECI SI ON NO. 311 **=***
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