Chapter XX

Maj. George T. Bennett,

jadviser to the 524th Squad-

ron (VMNAF), checks a target

map with a VNAF pilot at
ien Hoa AB.

Vietnamization

From the beginning of U.S. involve-
ment in Southeast Asia, Washington
officials undertook to strengthen
South Vietnam's armed forces so they
could deal with their Communist op-
position themselves. Thus, shortly af-
ter his inauguration President Kenne-
dy approved a buildup of the Vietnam-
ese armed forces along with an in-
crease in the size of the U.3. Military
Assistance Advisory Group. In the
case of the Vietnamese Air Force, the
Defense Department was authorized
to replace its obseclete American-sup-
plied aircraft with better aircraft—
A-1's,T-28'sand H-34’s.

When the Farm Gate detachment
arrived at Bien Hoa in November 1961,
Vietnamese airmen were in the proc-
ess of activating their first T-28 squad-
ron. In January 1962, as noted earlier,
Farm Gate instructors began training
25 Vietnamese pilots to fly the T-28

in methods of day and night opera-

tions. The training effort went well
and, in the spring of 1962, the first T-
28 squadron was declared operation-
al. When a second squadron was acti-
vated, Farm Gate pilot instructors
again helped with its training. The Vi-
etnamese proved to be apt pupils and
soon were flying combat strikes in
their new aircraft. By mid-1962, the
Vietnamese Air Force had grown to
a force of about 5,700 officers and air-
men with an operational inventory of
140 aircraft.

As the VNAF buildup continued, the
Air Force found itself carrying a heavy
training burden both in Vietnam and
the United States. Thus, Air Training
Command dispatched several mohile
detachments to South Vietnam to in-
struct VNAF personnel how to main-
tain and operate the new aircraft. For
example, in May 1962 it sent a 45-man
team to Vietnam for 6 months TDY to

teach Vietnamese maintenance per-
sonnel the intricacies of the T-28.
Other mobile training teams taught
VNAF personnel RT-28 reconnaiss-
ance procedures and others how to fly
the U-17A, an off-the-shelf Cessna air-
craft provided South Vietnam under
the military assistance program. In the
spring of 1963 TAC dispatched 20
USAF L-19 pilots to Vietnam to aug-
ment VNAF liaison squadrons so that
Vietnamese pilots could begin up-
grade training in the A-1E.

By mid-1963 approximately 1,800
Vietnamese airmen out of a total VNAF
strength of 7,736 personnel were stu-
dents, most of them pilots. Of that
number, 459 were being trained in the
United States. One hundred fourteen
attended U.S. Army and Navy training
courses since several of the new air-
craft in their inventory came from
those services.

The Language Problem

Throughout the war the language
barrier was a factor that inhibited all
U.S. training programs. In early 1962
the Farm Gate detachment—to partly
resclve the problem—produced an
English-Vietnamese list of basic
words for voice communications.
Vietnamese airmen studied this as
part of their curriculum at the VNAF
FAC school at Tan Son Nhut. Also, in
October 1962, the Air Force instituted
an 8-week language school for Viet-
namese airmen in training at Hurlburt
Field, Fla.

In July 1963, in a further effort to
overcome the language barrier, the Air
Force dispatched a 5-man English
language training detachment to Viet-
nam, which it later augmented with
five more instructors. These men
helped organize three English lan-
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support of this action, the South Viet-
namese requested further assistance
for Vietnamization. Among other
things, they asked for F-4 Phantoms,
C-130 transports, and air defense mis-
siles.

In August 1969 Secretary Laird di-
rected the JCS and the services to
prepare plans and programs to devel-
op a South Vietnamese capability to
cope successfully with a combined
Viet Cong/NVA attack. In response,
the Air Force began intensive plan-
ning on ways to speed the Vietnamiza-
tion program. A joint Seventh Air
Force-USAF Advisory Group Ad Hoc
Committee was established in South
Vietnam for that purpose. In Washing-
ton, an office for the Special Assistant
for Vietnamization was organized
within Headquarters USAF on 3 Nov-
ember 1969 to monitor all actions
concerning transfer of Air Force com-
bat responsibilities to the Vietnamese
Air Force.

Integrated VNAF Training

An important innovation in the Viet-
namization program took place in
1870 with the start of on-the-job inte-
grated training conducted by USAF C-
123 operational crews for their South
Vietnamese counterparts. The project
was undertaken when it became clear
to the Air Force that the VNAF airmen
would be completing C-123 combat
crew training in the United States
about 9 months before activation of
the first VNAF C-123 squadron. To
maintain VNAF pilot proficiency in the
interim, the Air Force decided to inte-
grate the Vietnamese airmen into
USAF C-123 units in Vietnam, pending
transfer of those aircraft to the VNAF.
This was a reversal of the 1962 assign-
ment of 30 U.S. Air Force pilots (the
“Dirty Thirty”’) as crewmen flying with
VNAF C-47 transport units. The ensu-
ing on-the-job training by USAF C-123
crews gave Vietnamese pilots current
operational experience, reduced the
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need to train them in the United
States, and also lessened Air Force C-
123 pilot requirements in South Viet-
nam.

The idea of both integrated and OJT
training for VNAF officers and airmen
subsequently was adopted at all bases
where Vietnamese and American air
units were collocated. Conventional
OJT methods were used with courses
tailored to fit VNAF reguirements.
Special emphasis was given to train-
ing the Vietnamese in base support
operations, a subject not previously
given high priority. Individual skill
upgrading resulted from this integrat-
ed program but it was designed pri-
marily to achieve VNAF self-sufficien-
cy as soon as possible. By 31 January
1970, more than 900 trainees were
enrolled in this integrated training
program. By mid-year, more than 1,-
240 officers and airmen were being
taught more than 30 different special-
ties at Bien Hoa, Nha Trang, Binh
Thuy, Pleiku, Da Nang, and Tan Son
Nhut. Many of the VNAF airmen were
trained in security, fire protection,
weather, communications/electron-
ics, air traffic control, and civil engi-
neering.

Meanwhile, Secretary Laird ap-
proved further increases in VNAF
strength—to 35,786 officers and air-
men in 1970 and 44,712 in 1972 to
support a VNAF force of 34 squad-
rons. To support this major expan-
sion, the Vietnamese Air Force was
completely restructured. It emerged in
1970 with 5 air divisions, 10 tactical
wings, 5 maintenance and supply
wings, and 7 air base wings. The VNAF
Air Logistics Wing was transformed
into an Air Logistics Command,
equipped with a2 modern computer
and given control of all VNAF invento-
ry assets. Also with the help of ATC,
the Viethnamese began expanding
their Nha Trang Training Center,
which was the location of six military
schools and the English Language
School. In the military schools, all
instructors were Vietnamese.




To further speed VNAF self-suffi-
ciency, 243 Vietnamese technicians
were sent to the United States in 1970
to be trained as instructors to serve in
the Nha Trang schools. This training
consisted of a basic mechanics
course tailored to their specific needs,
instructor training, and follow-on
training in ATC classrooms or with
ATC field training detachments. The
first instructor course began in March
1970. By mid-1971 more than 5,500
Vietnamese instructors had graduated
and returned to Vietnam, while anoth-
er 1,330 remained in training in the
United States. In addition to this pro-
gram, the Air Force sent ATC mobile
training teams to Nha Trang to teach
37 specialized skills. The Air Force
Advisory Group also provided teams
at each VNAF base to assist the Viet-
namese wherever possible.

During 1971 the VNAF flew more
combat sorties in Vietnam than the
U.S. air arms comhined—63 percent
of all such missions. This constituted a
69.8 percent increase over the VNAF's
1970 operations. In September 1971
the Air Force transferred a second AC-
119G gunship squadron to the VNAF.
During the year the VNAF transport
fleet was increased to five squadrons
following turnover of three USAF
squadrons of C-123’s. In addition, 3 C-
119’s were added to the 16 already
being flown by the Vietnamese. In
November, the VNAF took control of
the direct air support centers at Plei-
ku, Bien Hoa, and Da Nang. By year’s
end, the Vietnamese also were solely
responsible for cperating air naviga-
tion facilities at eight bases—Binh
Thuy, Ban Me Thuot, Bien Hoa, Nha
Trang, Da Nang, Chu Lai, and Phu Cat.

Meanwhile, a plan was adopted to
phase out most Vietnamese training in
the United States. As part of this plan,
the Air Force turned its attention to
transiating technical orders into Viet-
namese and building training aids so
that all instruction could be performed
in South Vietnam. Additional mobile
training teams were sent to Southeast

Asia equipped with specially built
training aids to expedite the teaching
of VNAF maintenance personnel.

The partial success of Vietnamiza-
tion of the air war was demonstrated
during North Vietnam’'s 1972 spring
invasion of the south. Responding to
the enemy attack, the VNAF began
flying the first of more than 20,000
strike sorties, which helped blunt the
North Vietnamese advance. VNAF
transports carried more cargo and
troops than ever before, while fight-
ers, gunships, and helicopters provid-
ed close air support to ARVN ground
forces. In March and July, the VNAF
activated its first C-7A Caribou squad-
rens and subsequently also acquired
its first C-130 Hercules transports. The
first VNAF C-130 instructor aircrew
took its final check in December 1972.

The turnover of all training pro-
grams to the Vietnamese continued
throughout 1972. English language
training went from an almost entirely
USAF effort to an almost entirely VNAF
responsibility. In May 1972 the VNAF
established a communicaticns and
electronics school at Bien Hoa. Also,
with the aid of USAF mobile training
teams, the VNAF took over mainte-
nance training for the C-130, T-28B,
and other aircraft systems. An AC-
119K mobile training team started
cross-training VNAF AC-119G and C-
118G aircrews and maintenance
crews into the AC-119K.

By December 1972 the Vietnamese
Air Force had almost doubled in size
over its June 1969 strength. From an
organization of about 29,000 men, 20
squadrons, and an inventory of 428
aircraft in 1968, it had grown to 42,000
officers and airmen (with another
10,000 in training), organized into 49
squadrons equipped with about 2,000
aircraft (22 different types). In terms of
numbers of aircraft, it had emerged as
the fourth largest Air Force in the
world—behind Communist China, the
United States, and the Soviet Union.
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e, AMErican POW'’s

and Operation

Homecoming

On 23 January 1973 Dr. Henry Kis-
singer, Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs, and Special
Adviser Le Duc Tho of North Vietnam
reached agreement in Paris to end the
war in Vietnam and restore the peace.
Four days later the four major combat-
ants—the United States and South
Vietnam on the one side and North
Vietnam and Viet Cong (the Provision-
al Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Vietnam) on the
other—signed the cease-fire agree-
ment. It required the release of all
American prisoners of war held by the
Communists simultanecusly  with
withdrawal of all U.S. forces from
South Vietnam, these actions to be
completed within 60 days.

For the nearly 600 POW's the 27
January agreement meant freedom
after many years of captivity in North
Vietnamese, Viet Cong, Laotian, and
Chinese prison camps. Three hundred
and twenty-five were USAF personnel,
mostly combat pilots. Two were Kore-
an war aces—Lt. Col. James L. Kasler
and Col. Robinson Risner—who had
spent 62 and 7 years in captivity,
respectively. A third Air Force pilot,
Col. John P. Flynn, who was shot
down in October 1967, was the senior
American POW in North Vietnam.
Promoted to brigadier general while in
captivity (to protect him against har-
assment, no announcement was
made), Colonel Flynn helped to organ-
ize and command the “4th Allied
POW Wing” in the last years of the
war.

USAF officials did not have much

information about the prisoners’ living
conditions or their treatment during
the early years of their captivity. What
was known was not encouraging. As
early as 25 June 1965, Hanoi radio
reported that the Viet Cong had exe-
cuted Sgt. Harold G. Bennett, an ad-
viser to an ARVN unit, who was cap-
tured on 29 December 1964, in retalia-
tion for the execution of Communist
terrorists by the Saigon government. In
August 1965—after Hanoi radio broad-
cast the tape-recorded statements of
two recently captured Air Force pilots
praising their captors for their “hu-
mane'’ treatment—fears were ex-
pressed that they had been tortured.
These fears eventually were con-
firmed.

Beginning in late 1965 and during
the next 7 years, the U. S. government
worked to bring international pressure
to bear on Hanoi to insure that the
rights of the prisoners under terms of
the 1949 Geneva Convention were
being observed. Although North Viet-
nam had signed the convention in
1957, it announced that captured
American pilots were not entitled to
POW status. According to Hanoi, there
had been no formal declaration of war
between the United States and North
Vietnam (the Geneva convention
made no such distinction) and the pi-
lots were ‘‘criminals” who could be
convicted ‘‘under the principles estab-
lished by the Nuremburg war crime
trials.”

In its efforts to ease the plight of the
POW’s, the Johnson administration
solicited the assistance of the Interna-
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tional Red Cross and friendly nations
to use their influence in obtaining
proper treatment. On 29 April 1966, at
the request of the White House, the
State Department established a Com-
mittee on Prisoner Matters which in-
cluded representatives from. several
Department of Defense agencies. On
10 May the President designated W.
Averell Harriman as his Special Repre-
séntative and Ambassador to negoti-
ate an exchange of prisoners. The
United States also asked the Soviet
Union to intervene with North Vietnam
to allow Red Cross representatives to
visit the POW's, but Moscow referred
the Americans to Hanoi.

Hanoi Threatens “War Crimes”’
Trials

During the early summer of 1966,
following increased US. air strikes
against oil facilities in the Hanoi-Hai-
phong area, North Vietnam initiated a
propaganda campaign leading to the
scheduling of “war crime' trials for
the captured airmen. As part of this
campaign, 52 American POW’s hand-
cuffed in pairs were paraded through
the streets of Hanoi while agitated
crowds stoned, beat, and reviled
them. On 7 July 1966 Hanoi radio read
depositions from several pilots (they
had been tortured) denouncing Ameri-
can war operations and asking for Vi-
etnamese ‘“forgiveness.” On 12 July
two East European Communist press
agencies reported that 60 American
military men would be brought to trial
later in the month or in early August.

The United States took North Viet-
nam’s plans for war crime trials seri-
ously. President Johnson made no
public threats but warnings about his
reaction should the trials actually take
place were soon dispatched around
the world. In Washington, 19 senators
who strongly opposed Johnson's Viet-
nam policies on 15 July issued “a plea
for sanity”” to Hanoi. Violence against
the captured Americans, they warned,
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would “incite the public demand for
retaliation swift and sure.” The next
day Sen. Richard B. Russell, chairman
of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, warned that North Vietnam
would be made “a desert” if the trials
were held. Sen. George D. Aiken pre-
dicted “‘complete destruction of North
Vietnam'' if the POW’s were killed. The
New York Times reported that there
was little doubt that “Lyndon John-
son's reaction would be severe:”

These warnings had a salutary effect
on Hanoi, which abruptly ceased its
propaganda campaigns about the
trials. Its treatment of the captured
airmen, however, remained severe.
Their lot included torture—ranging
from being trussed up by ropes and
hung on rafters to being beaten se-
verely by prisan guards or having their
fingernails pulled out. Some POW's
were tortured to persuade them to
meet with American antiwar and other
visiting delegations and recite dictat-
ed statements about their “humane”
treatment. Many prisoners—especially
senior officers—were placed in soli-
tary confinement for years and fed a
bare subsistence diet. Except in cer-
tain serious cases, medical care was
minimal. Mail privileges were nonexis-
tent for most prisoners. During the
Christmas season of 1966, 457 of 467
packages sent to them by their fami-
lies were returned with the stamp:
“Refused by the Postal Authorities of
Vietnam.”

During 1967 the U. S. government
continued its search for ways to per-
suade Hanoi to allow Red Cross repre-
sentatives to visit the prison camps in
the North. The South Vietnamese gov-
ernment cooperated by opening its
camps for Viet Cong and North Viet-
namese prisoners to inspection by the
International Committee of the Red
Cross and allowing mail privileges.
Still Hanoi refused to budge. On 26
July 1967 the Department of Defense
established a Prisoner of War Policy
Committee. Chaired by Paul C.
Warnke, Assistant Secretary of De-




fense (International Security Affairs), it
had the job of coordinating all POW
matters and planning the eventual
recovery and repatriation of the pris-
oners.

Information about the living condi-
tions and treatment of POW’s held by
the Viet Cong in jungle camps in
South Vietnam or Cambodia came to
light from the infrequent successful
escapee or from the American captive
occasionally released by the enemy
for political purposes. Living condi-
tions were extremely primitive, with
many POW’s succumbing to disease
and starvation.

In the case of North Vietnamese
camps, the first authoritative informa-
tion became available in February
1968, when Hanoi released three
American pilots shot down 4 to 6
months earlier. They were Lt. Col. Nor-
ris M. Overly, USAF; Capt. John D.
Black, USAF; and Lt. {jg.) David P.
Matheny, USN. The North Vietnamese
announced their impending release
on 27 January, noting that they would
be handed over to the U. S. National
Mobilization Committee to End the
War. Two of its members—the Rev.
Daniel Berrigan and Dr. Howard Zinn
—flew to Hanoi, where the release
took place on 16 February.

The entire affair may have been a
North Vietnamese ploy related to the
1968 Tet offensive, launched on 31 Jan-
uary. If, as seems likely, the enemy
thought that the 3-man release might
ward off U. S. retaliatory strikes in the
Hanoi-Haiphong area, they were cor-
rect. In Washington, Assistant Secre-
tary Warnke—serving as a member of

a working group created by the newly

designated Secretary of Defense,
Clark Clifford, to prepare new military
recommendations for the President—
argued against JCS proposals for
such bombings. He recommended
that the existing bombing ban “should
be continued pending the return of
the 3 American PWs.”

When the three released captives
reached the United States several

weeks later, U. S. officials learned for
the first time that many of the Ameri-
can POW'’s were in prison camps in
the Hanoi area. The airmen also identi-
fied 40 men as prisoners who had
been listed as missing in action. Citing
their testimony, Warnke argued that
heavy and “indiscriminate’ attacks in
the Hanoi area “would jeopardize the
lives of these prisoners and alarm
their wives and parents.”
Subsequently, the President on 31
March 1968 announced a halt to all
bombing of North Vietnam (except for
the area immediately north of the
DMZ) and invited Hanoi to begin
peace talks in Paris. The North Viet-
namese accepted and, in May 1968,
the first meetings got under way in
Paris. Apparently, in an effort to fur-
ther encourage an end to all bomb-
ings of North Vietnam, in August 1968
Hanoi released three more captured
pilots, all members of the Air Force
and recent captives. They were Maij.
James F. Low, a Korean War ace shot
down in December 1967; Maj. Fred N.
Thompson, captured in March 1968;
and Capt. Joe V. Carpenter, captured
in February 1968. Turned over to
members of the U. S. antiwar move-
ment in Hanoi on 18 July, they were
escorted back to the United States.
During the waning months of the
Johnson administration in late 1968,
little progress was made in the Paris
talks. The next major event affecting
the POW's involved the efforts of the
new administration of President Ri-
chard M. Nixon, who took office in
January 1969. Within days of his in-
auguration, the President sent Am-
bassador Henry Cabot Lodge to Paris
to head the US. delegation to the peace
talks. Mr. Lodge very early proposed to
the North Vietnamese the release of
POW’s held by both sides as part of
any peace agreement. Hanoi, howev-
er, demanded that the United States
end its support of Saigon. As the talks
deadlocked over this issue, the admin-
istration in early 1969 abandoned
quiet diplomacy in dealing with the
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POW issue and proposed discussing it
“openly, candidly, forcefully, and re-
peatedly.” In the dozens of meetings
with the North Vietnamese during
1969, the Americans repeatedly
brought up the subject. They cited
“disturbing evidence” that the prison-
ers were being held “in solitary con-
finement and being subjected to phys-
ical and mental duress.” They repeat-
edly proposed a prisoner exchange,
repatriation of the sick and wounded,
and inspection of the camps by impar-
tial outsiders. They pressed the North
Vietnamese for lists of all POW's so
that their families could know “'who is
dead and who is alive.”

Although it rejected all these pro-
posals, Hanoi on 3 July 1969 an-
nounced that “in recognition of the
American Independence Day,” it
would release a third group of prison-
ers. They were: Capt. Wesley L. Rum-
ble, USAF, a captive 15 months; Sea-
man Douglas Hegdahl, imprisoned
more than 2 years; and Lt. Robert F.
Frishman, USN, a prisoner for about
20 months. Prior to their turn-over to
another U. S. antiwar group in Hanoi
on 18 July, the North Vietnamese
warned Lieutenant Frishman not to
cause them any “embarrassment”
since they would retaliate against
those left behind. The other POW'’s,
however, had urged him to speak out
about their ill-treatment when he got
home.

He did several weeks later, with the
encouragement of the administration.
On 3 September 1969, Frishman and
Hegdahl held a press conference at
the Bethesda Naval Hospital, during
which the lieutenant reported that
POW’s had been beaten, tortured,
placed in solitary confinement, provid-
ed minimal medical care, and other-
wise mistreated. Frishman, for exam-
ple, almost lost his injured right arm,
which became shorter than his left arm
for lack of adequate medical aid.
Based upon these statements and
other available information, the U. S.
government on 13 September report-
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ed to the International Conference of
the Red Cross meeting in Istanbul,
Turkey, on Hanoi's gross violations
of the Geneva Convention.

The publicity about the harsh treat-
ment had a galvanizing effect on the
families of the prisoners. Starting in
September-October 1969, delegations
of wives and relatives of POW’'s de-
scended on the North Vietnamese
delegation in Paris to plead for infor-
mation about their men. The spectacle
produced widespread headlines and
television coverage and adversely
affected North Vietnam’'s position in
the eyes of the world. On 12 November
the United States also took its case to
the United Nations General Assembly,
where it denounced Hanoi's torture
and treatment of the prisoners and its
refusal to allow mail privileges to the
POW'’s.
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These events finally produced a
North Vietnamese reaction. Re-
sponding to the unfavorable public-
ity, Hanoi requested members of the
American peace movement to form a
“Committee of Liaison With Families
of Servicemen Detained in North Viet-
nam" to transmit letters from the
POW'’s to their families in the United
States. Subseqguently, on 14 Decem-
ber 1969, North Vietnamese prison
officials suddenly directed the POW’s:
“Everyone will write home for Christ-
mas.” There followed a dramatic
change in the number of letters sent
and received. For example, in the 42
years ending in January 1969, Ameri-
can families had received only 620 let-
ters from 103 prisoners. During the
next 11 months, the number climbed
to 940 from 294 writers, most of the
additional 320 letters being written in
November and December. Of those,

191 came from new writers, whose
fate for the most part had remained
unknown to their families. This was an
important break-through for the pris-
oners and was followed by noticeable
improvement in their living condi-
tions.

The administration continued to
hammer away at the POW issue in var-
ious forums. In early 1970 both houses
of Congress adopted a resolution ex-
pressing concern about the prisoners’
fates. During the summer, President
Nixon appointed Col. Frank Borman
(he and two companions orbited the
moon in December 1968) as his Spe-
cial Representative on Prisoners of
War. Borman traveled to 14 countries
(including the Soviet Union) seeking
assistance in persuading Hanoi to

. exchange American prisoners for the

thousands of captured North Vietnam-
ese troops. Although the trip was un-
successful, it helped to focus the spot-
light on the plight of the POW's. After
his return to the United States in Sep-
tember 1970, Colonel Borman report-
ed to a joint session of Congress on
his efforts.

In October the National League of
Families of American Prisoners and
Missing in Southeast Asia held its first
annual convention in Washington,
D.C., attended by more than 450 family
members. The League grew out of the
activities of a group of wives on the
West Coast in 1966. In November the
U.S. government received—via the
antiwar Committee of Liaison—the
first news from Hanoi about the death
in captivity of six POW’s. The commit-
tee also turned over a North Vietnam-
ese list of 339 American captives,
which included 4 new names.

In late November 1970—as a direct
result of the daring U.S. raid on the
Son Tay prison camp west of Hanoi—
the North Vietnamese evacuated all
outlying prisons and brought the
POW’'s—352 of them—to the Hoa Lo
prison (Vietnamese for “‘hell hole” but
usually called the ‘“Hanoi Hilton”
by the POW’s). This consolidation
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opened a new era for the prisoners.
For the first time they were placed in
large open-bay rooms housing 20 to
50 men, enabling them to organize to
a greater extent than ever before.
Their senior officers, although still
kept in isolation by the North Vietnam-

ese, were able to issue policy guid-

ance and directives to the younger
men via a variety of clandestine com-
munication methods and maintained
effective command of the ‘‘4th Allied
POW Wing" despite efforts to halt
this activity.

During 1971-1972 perhaps the most
important influence on Hanoi—and the
final peace settlement—was President
Nixon's state visits to North Vietnam's
major military suppliers—Communist
Chinain February 1972 and the Soviet
Union in May. Within months after Dr.
Kissinger's secret trip to Peking in
July 1971 which led to arrangements
for the President’s trip te China, a
North Vietnamese delegate at Paris
offered to release all POW'’s if the Unit-
ed States promised to withdraw all its
forces from Vietnam by a fixed date.
The proposal became the foundation
for reaching a final agreement be-
tween Kissinger and Tho in 1972.
There were several sethacks and inter-
ruptions in their negotiations, includ-
ing Hanoi's major offensive in the
spring of 1972 to seize territory in
South Vietnam and defeat the Saigon
government. The heavy bombardment
of Hanoi and Haiphong in December
1972—following Hanoi’s procrastina-
tion over the settlement—apparently
was a factor leading to the 27 January
1973 agreement and set the stage for
Operation Homecoming, the return of
all American prisoners.

Planning the POW Recovery

Operation Homecoming plans,
refined over a period of several years,
called for each returning POW to re-
main in medical channels from the
time he returned to American control
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until he had completed all post-cap-
tivity processing in a hospital in the
United States. Representatives of the
Office of the Secretary of Defense, the
military services, and the State Depart-
ment attended the final planning con-
ference, held in Honolulu, Hawaii, dur-
ing August 1972. Among the attendees
were physicians, surgeocns, lawyers,
escorts, consular officials, chaplains,
public affairs officers, and others. The
Commander, 9th Aeromedical Evacu-
ation Group (PACAF), was appointed
overall aeromedical evacuation coor-
dinator for the recovery operation.
The operation was divided into
three phases. First, there was to be the
initial reception of prisoners at three
release sites: prisoners held by the
Viet Cong were to be flown to Saigon
by helicopter; those in North Vietnam,
the majority of the prisoners, would be
released at Hanoi; and finally, three
American POW’s held in China—two
U.S. pilots and a ClA agent imprisoned
during the Korean War—would be set
free at Hong Kong. All would be flown
to Clark AB in the Philippines for the
second phase of the operation—proc-
essing through the Joint Homecoming
Reception Center. Then the POW's
would fly to 1 of 31 military hospitals




in the United States for detailed medi-
cal assistance and processing, the
third phase of the operation.

In late September 1972 a realistic
rehearsal for Operation Homecoming
took place after North Vietnam re-
leased three more American POW's:
Maj. Edward K. Elias, USAF; Lt. Norris
A. Charles, USN; and Lt. Markham L.
Gartley, USN. Their release gave
Homecoming personnel the opportu-
nity to exercise and refine their proce-
dures. The 9th Aeromedical Evacua-
tion Group, for example, responded
five times, sending a C-9A aeromedi-
cal aircraft to potential release sites,
including Vientiane, Laos.

On 27 January 1973, as specified in
the cease-fire agreement, North Viet-
nam and the Viet Cong provided the
United States with a list of 578 Ameri-
can POW's of whom 556 were military
personnel and 22 civilians. On 1 Feb-
ruary the “Lao Patriotic Front' provid-
ed the names of nine other American
prisoners—seven military and two civil-
ians. Finally, an additional POW in Viet
Cong hands also was reported, bring-
ing the total of American per-
sonnel to be released to 588. The
Communist side also listed nine non-
U.S. personnel: two West Germans,

two Canadians, two Filipinos, two
Thais, and one South Vietnamese. The
total number of Americans returning
home—including the three released by
China—was 591.

Under provisions of the cease-fire
agreement, POW’'s were to be re-
leased simultaneously with the with-
drawal of American troops, at approxi-
mately 15-day phased intervals. The
first release took place almost on
schedule and was followed by another
North Vietnamese ‘“‘good will"' re-
lease a few days later. When the North
Vietnamese fell behind the release
schedule, the President ordered a halt
in American force withdrawals from
the South to make clear the impor-
tance the United States attached to
prompt and full compliance with the
agreement. North Vietnam responded
by releasing additional prisoners, the
last of them on 29 March. In the South,
Saigon officials released 26,508 North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong prisoners
while the Communist side released
about 5,000 South Vietnamese POW’s.

For the American people the return
of the nation's captured military men
was a moment of tears and joyous cel-
ebration as they watched the arrival of
their servicemen at Clark and then at
air bases throughout the United
States. A State Department official,
Frank A. Sieverts, Special Assistant to
the Deputy Secretary of State for Pris-
oner of War/Missing in Action Mat-
ters, told a congressional commitiee
in May 1973 of being at Hanoi’s Gia
Lam airport on 12 February and his joy
when the first group of POW'’s arrived
there for their flight to freedom. He
said:

The guards ordered the men off the
bus. Suddenly, the senicr American
officer of the group took command
away from the guards and gave the
orders for the men to march in forma-
tion to the release peint. The guards
tried to intervene but fell back. It was
clear then that, despite the grim ex-
perience of their captivity, our men
had endured and prevailed. They
deserve our thanks and commenda-
tion.
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Commanders,
Seventh Air Force

Organized at Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN, 1
April 1966. Replaced 2d Air Division.

Lt. Gen. Joseph H. ............ 1 Apr 1966-
Maore 30 Jun 1966
Gen. WilliamW. ................ 1Jul 1966-
Momyer 31 Jul 1968
Gen. George S. ................. 1 Aug 1968-
Brown 31 Aug 1970
Gen. Lucius D. ..oeeveeeennn. 1 Sep 1970-
Clay, Jr. 31 Jul 1971
Gen.JohnD. ......ccooveeeennne 1 Aug 1971-
Lavelle 6 Apr 1972
Gen.JohnW. ..., 7 Apr 1972-
Vogt, Jr. 30 Sep 1973
Lt. Gen. Timothy F. ............ 1 Oct 1973-
O'Keefe
Commanders,

Seventh/Thirteenth Air Force

Organized 6 January 1966 at Udorn AB,
Thailand as 2/13 Air Force.
Redesignated 7/13 Air Force April 1966.
Redesignated 13 Air Force ADVON in
late March 1973.

Maj. Gen. Charles A. .......... 6 Jan 1966-
Bond, Jr. (Dep Cmdr) 31 Mar 1967
Maj. Gen. William C. ......... 1Jun 1967-
Lindley, Jr. 31 May 1968
Maj. Gen. Louis T. ............. 1Jun 1968-
Seith 31 May 1969
Maj. Gen. Robert L. .......... 1Jun 1969-
Petit 5Mar 1970
Maj. Gen. James F. .......... 15 Apr 1970-
Kirkendall 11 0ct 1970
Maj. Gen. Andrew J. ........ 12 Cct 1970-
Evans, Jr. 30 Jun 1971
Maj. Gen. DeWittR. ............ 1Jul 1971-
Searles 8 Sep 1972
Maj. Gen. James D. ........... 9 Sep 1972-
Hughes 19 Apr 1973

-
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Cbmmanders,
Eighth Air Force

Moved, without personnel or equip-
ment, from Westover AFB, MA to
Andersen AFB, Guam on 1 April 1970.
Replaced 3d Air Division. Moved
without personnel or equipment, to
Barksdale AFB~LA on 1 January 1975.

Lt. Gen. Alvan C......... 1 Apr 1970-
Gillem, (| 12 Jul 1970
Brig. Gen. Leo C........ 13 Jul 1970-
Lewis 31 Jul 1970
Lt. Gen. Sam J.......... 1 Aug 1970-
Byerley 13 Sep 1971
Lt. Gen. Gerald W... ... 14 Sep 1971-
Johnson 30 Sep 1973
Lt. Gen. George H....... 1 Oct 1973-
McKee 29 Aug 1974
Maj. Gen. Charles F.... .30 Oct 1974-
Minter, Sr. 31 Dec 1974

Division, Wing, and Group
Commanders

2d ADVON

Established by Thirteenth Air Force on
15 November 1961 with four numbered
detachments, three located in South
Vietnam, and one in Thailand. Inac-
tivated October 1962; replaced by 2d Air
Division.

Commanders, 2d Air Division

Organized 8 October 1962. Discon-
tinued 1 April 1966; replaced by Seventh
Air Force.

Brig. Gen. (Later, Maj.. .. .8 Oct 1962-
Gen.) Rollen H. Anthis 19 Dec 1963
Brig. Gen. Milton B.. ...20 Dec 1963-
Adams C. 20 Jan 1964
Maj. Gen. (Later, Lt...C. 21 Jan 1964-
Gen. Joseph H. Moore 2 Apr 1966

*Anthis also wore a second hat as Chief, Air
Force Section, MAAG, Vietnam.
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Commanders, 3¢ Alr Divisicn 315th Alr Mvision

tivater at Andersen AFR, Guarn on  Act January 1961, Tachikaws
16 June 1854, Inactivaled 31 March usted 15 ‘%*-f-"”"”‘ 1oe.
1970, Replaced “’z“w B AR Aciivaied at
Andersen AFE, Guam on 1 Jan
1975,

V31 Aug 1983

4 *%si;; 1063
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P G Jul 1965 Col. lester R . A8 Juno 1965
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[ olam 14
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12 Mov 1867-
28 Nov 1967
28 Noy 1867
5 S 9ED
23 Jur 1968-
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Brig. Gen. Andrew B . .1 Jun :
Andersarn, Jf 14 Jan 1873
Brig. Gen. Johrn W ... .15 Jan 18
Burkhar Ot 197
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3d Tactical Fighter Wing

Arrived at Bien Hoa AB, RVN, 8
November 1965. Inactivated 15 March
1970. Activated 15 March 1971.

Col. Robert A. .................. 8 Nov 1965-
Ackerly 31 Oct 1966
Col. Richard C. ................. 1 Nov 1966-
Catledge 29 Sep 1967
Col. George W. ............... 30 Sep 1967-
McLaughlin 4 May 1968
Col. Homer K. ...cooveevnee.. 5 May 1968-
Hansen 31 Mar 1969
Col. Howard M. .................. 1 Apr 1969-
Lane 10 Apr 1970
Col. William E. ................. 11 Apr 1970-
Charlson Unkn
Col. Abner M. .................. 11 Mar 1971-
Aust, Jr, 20 May 1971
Col. ClementD. ............... 20 May 1971-
Billingslea (Temp) 6 Jun 1971
Col. AbnerM. .....ccccovemnnnee 7Jun 1971-
Aust, Jr. 16 Nov 1971
Col. CharlesA. ................ 17 Nov 1971-
Watry 4 Oct 1972
Gol. Paul A.. ... 500 o 5 Oct 1972-
Kattu 18 Nov 1973
Col. Harry W, ... 19 Nov 1973-
Schurr

8th Tactical Fighter Wing

Organized at Ubon AB, Thailand, 8
December 1965.

Col. Joseph G. ................. 8 Dec 1965-
Wilson 29 Sep 1966
Col. Robin Olds ............. 30 Sep 1966-
22 Sep 1967

Col. Robert V. ............... 23 Sep 1967-
Spencer 4 Jul 1968
Col.Charles C. ...coeoeeenens 5 Jul 1968-
Pattillo 7 May 1969
Col. Donald N. ... 8 May 1969-
Stanfield 5 May 1970
Col. David J. ..o 6 May 1970-
Schmerbeck 1 0ct 1970
(] ] (773 [ (R — 2 Oct 1970-
Leavitt, Jr. (Temp) 3 0ct 1970
Goloarre M. <o 4 Oct 1970-
Killpack 18 May 1971
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Col.James A. .......ccee... 19 May 1971-
Young 27 Feb 1972
Col. Carl S. Miller ............ 28 Feb 1972-
24 Nov 1972
Col. FrancisA. ........cc.c.... 25 Nov 1972-
Humphreys, Jr. 24 Jan 1974
GOl o M ot 25 Jan 1974-
Arnold, Jr.

12th Tactical Fighter Wing

Arrived Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN, on 8
November 1965.

Moved to Phu Cat AB, RVN, 31 March

1970. Inactivated at Phu Cat AB, RVN,
17 November 1971.

Col. LeviR. Chase ............ 8 Nov 1965-
17 Qct 1966

Col. JonesE. Bolt ............ 18 Oct 1966-
19 Mar 1967

Cok.Joel Dt .,.cvninads 20 Mar 1967-
Thorvaldson 8 Apr 1967
Col. Woodard E. ................ 9 Apr1967-
Davis, Jr. 4 Apr 1968
Col. Floyd White ................ 5 Apr 1968-
6 Apr 1969

Col. RamoRiB. ... 7 Apr 1969-
Melton 30 Mar 1970
Col. Harmp B .c.sv s 31 Mar 1970-
Trimble 12 Apr 1970
Col. Larry M. e, 13 Apr 1970-
Killpack 30ct 1970
Col. Ralph 8. Parr ............. 4 Oct 1970-
18 Feb 1971

Col.Richard H.. ......ciue.. 19 Feb 1971-
Schoeneman 3 Oct 1971
Col:Albertl: ... 4 Oct 1971-
Melton 17 Nov 1971




14th Air Commando Wing

Organized at Nha Trang AB, RVN, 8
March 1966. Redesignated 14th Spe-
cial Operations Wing, 1 August 1968.
Moved to Phan Rang, 15 October
1969. Inactivated 30 September 1971.
Redesignated 14th Flying Trng Wg 22
March 1972. Activated 1 June 1972 at
Columbus AFB, Miss.

Col. Gordon F.
Bradburm .- 9 Apr 1967
Col. Forrest L. ........ccceen 10 Apr 1967-
Rauscher 16 Nov 1967
Col. John M. Patton ........ 17 Nov 1967-
2 Jun 1968
EOLCoNTagS: ...cocvirsnare 3 Jun 1968-
Allman 4 Mar 1969
Col. William K. ..o 5 Mar 1969-
Bush 1 Sep 1969
Col.Clyde S. ..cccieiirencne 2 Sep 1969-
Cherry 2 Apr 1970
Col. William H. ................... 3 Apr 1970-
Fairbrother 12 Sep 1970
Col. Alireg F. .nuint 13 Sep 1970-
Eaton 13 Mar 1871
Col. Mark W. .......ccoeeneee 14 Mar 1971-
Magnan 12 Sep 1971
Col. Malcolm L. ... 13 Sep 1971-
Nurnberg 30 Sep 1971

31st Tactical Fighter Wing

Arrived Tuy Hoa AB, RVN, 25 Decem-
ber 1966. Redeployed back to the
United States, 15 October 1970.

Col. Warren R. ......ccceeeeee 28 Nov 1966-
Lewis 6 Dec 1967
Col.Wilhamud. oo cvnveiiins 7 Dec 1967-
Evans 2 May 1968
Col ABABrM: oo 3 May 1968-
Aust, Jr. 7 Feb 1969
Col. Cuthbert A. ................ 8 Feb 1969-
Pattillo 7 Aug 1969
Col. William B. ..cccocevrveen. 8 Aug 1969-
Yancey, Jr. 14 Jun 1970
Col. GilbertD. ......cccoun... 15 Jun 1970-
Hereth 15 Oct 1970

35th Tactical Fighter Wing

Organized Da Nang AB, RVN, 8 April
1966. Moved to Phan Rang AB, RVN, 10
October 1966. Inactivated 30 June
1971 at Phan Rang.

ColiFranklin He. v i 8 Apr 1966-
Scott S May 1966
Col. Allan P. .......oecnbiiine 10 May 1966-
Rankin 9 Qct 1966
Col. George S. .ocoveuneeee 10 Oct 1966-
Weart 27 Feb 1967
Col. James A. .....cccceeceneen. 1 Mar 1967-
Wilson 31Jan 1968
Gol. Harndon F «.o.occecieia 1 Feb 1968-
Williams 22 Sep 1968
Col. FranklL. .virines 23 Sep 1968-
Gailer, Jr. 8 Aug 1969
ColWalterT. i 9 Aug 1969-
Galligan 9Jun 1970
Col. Walter C. .................. 10 Jun 1970-
Turnier 31 Dec 1970
Col. Cragg P, ... .ciiiian.is 1Jan 1871-
Nolen, Jr. 30 Jun 1971

37th Tactical Fighter Wing

Organized at Phu Cat AB, RVN, 1

March 1967. Inactivated 31 March
1970.
LI e e e 1 Mar 1967-
. 3 5 May 1967
Col. Raymond C. ............... 6 May 1967-
Lee, Jr. 14 May 1967
ColEdWin A oot 15 May 1967-
Schneider 14 May 1968
Col. Leroy J. Manor ........ 15 May 1968-
31 Mar 1969
Coll HatRB. ... . is s 1 Apr 1969-
Trimble 31 Mar 1970
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366th Tactical Fighter Wing

Arrived at Phan Rang AB, RVN 20
March 1966; moved to Da Nang 10
October 1966. On 27 June 1972 trans-
ferred to Takhli AB, Thailand. On 1
November 1972 transferred to Mt.
Home AFB, ID.

Col. George S.
Weaart ... sinrmian e 9 Oct 1966
Col. Allan P. Rankin ......... 10 Oct 1966-
19 Mar 1967
Col. Jones E. Bolt..... 20 Mar 1967-
26 May 1967
Col. RobertW. ................ 27 May 1967-
Maloy 18 Dec 1967
Col. Clifford H. ................ 19 Dec 1967-
Meier 16 Jan 1968
Col. Paul C. Watson ......... 17 Jan 1968-
2 Jan 1969
Col. (Later BG) John ........ 3 Jan 1969-
W. Roberts 30 Sep 1969
Col.doseph C. ..o i 1 Oct 1969-
Secino 18 Sep 1970
Col. Daniel C. ................. 19 Sep 1970-
Perry 17 Feb 1971
Col. John R. ...cc.cccoveenne. 18 Feb 1971-
Spalding, Jr. 6 Jul 1971
Col. JulianD. .....cccevnveeennnnn. 7Jul 1971-
Sawyer 21 Mar 1972
Col. George W. .............. 22 Mar 1972-

Rutter

374th Troop Carrier Wing

Organized 8 August 1966. Redesignat-
ed 374th Tactical Airlift Wing 1 August
1967. Based at Ching Chuan Kang AB,
Taiwan.

Col. John R. Neal .............. 8 Aug 1966-
15Jun 1967
Col. Russell D. ................ 16 Jun 1967-
Crane 24 Jan 1969
Col. (Later BG) Kelton ..... 25 Jan 1969-
M. Farris 10 Jul 1970
Col.NobleF. ..........cccoe... 11 Jul 1970-
Greenhill, Jr. 31 May 1971
Col. Andrew P. .................. 1Jun 1971-
losue 17 May 1973
Col. James | ....ccooeeemnneeee 18 May 1973-
Baginski
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376th Strategic Wing

Activated 1 April 1970 at Kadena AB,
Okinawa. Replaced 4252d Strategic
Wing.

Brig. Gen. Alan G........ 1 Apr 1970-
Edmunds 1 Sep 1870
ol JABK A . ..o 2 Sep 1970-
Weyant 30 Aug 1972
Col. Dudley G......... 30 Aug 1972-
Kavanaugh 9 Sep 1974
Col. Raymond L........ 10 Sep 1974-
Horvath 30 Sep 1977

388th Tactical Fighter Wing

Organized at Korat AB, Thailand, 8
April 1966; replaced 6234th Tactical
Fighter Wing.

Col. Monroe S. .........ccoeu. 8 Apr 1966-
Sams Aug 1966
Brig. Gen William S. ........... Aug 1966-
Chairsell 31 Jul 1967
Col. Edward 8. .................. 1 Aug 1967-
Burdett 17 Nov 1967
Col.JackC. .eeervrereeee 18 Nov 1967-
Berger 21 Nov 1967
7o) I ' [=T] I R ——— 22 Nov 1967-
Graham 18 Jan 1968
Col. Norman P, .......ccoceeees 19 Jan 1968-
Phillips 23 Jun 1968
Cal. PAUIP.. ...cccocvapeonsancumns 24 Jun 1968-
Douglas, Jr. 14 Dec 1968
Col. Allen K. ...occccvvvvnrinnnes 15 Dec 1968-
McDonald 10 Jun 1969
Col. John A, Nelson ........ 11 Jun 1969-
-4 Dec 1969

Col.James M. ..., 5 Dec 1969-
Breediove 29Jun 1970
Gal. Wan H, ......coocenerenicens 30 Jun 1970-
Dethman 31 Jul 1970
COb DY B -cocie s vansenzinsss 1 Aug 1970-
Jarvis, Jr. 25 Jul 1971
Col.Webly oo iveriiis 26 Jul 1971-
Thompson 14 Dec 1971
Col. Stanley M. ................ 15 Dec 1971-
Umstead, Jr. 4 Aug 1972
Col. Richard E. .................. 5Aug 1972-
Merkling 24 Jan 1973




e ) 5 1] e s SOl I 25Jan 1973-
Vojvodich, Jr. 30 Jun 1973

Col. RobartlK. ....cooivciniainn. 1Jul 1973
Crouch

405th Tactical Fighter Wing

Activated 9 April 1959 at Clark AB,
Philippines.

Col. Edward P. ....ccooeenveveees 5Feb 1968-
McNeff 9Jan 1970
Col. Walter J. .....ccccciininsine 10Jan 1970
Brown 31 May 1971
Col.James B cov.cniviviiani 1Jun 1971-
Tilton 31 Dec 1971
Col. John R. Geyer ............. 1Jan 1972-
5Jun 1972

Col. Henry C. ....ccevveeeen. 6 Jun 1972-
Gordon Mar 1973

432d Tactical Reconnaissance
Wing

QOrganized at Udorn AB, Thailand,
18 September 1966. '

Col. Robert W. ... 18 Sep 1966-
Shick 17 Sep 1967
Col- Victor M. ...osiuitse 18 Sep 1967-
Cabas 3 Sep 1968
Col. Wendell L. ................. 4 Sep 1968-
Bevan, Jr. 6 Jun 1969
Col. Darrell 5. ......ccoecvveeeee. 7 Jun 1969-
Cramer 27 Jul 1970
Eol. David 8. ... 28 Jul 1970-
Mellish 25 Nov 1970
Col. Lloyd B. .....cccooeoniins 26 Nov 1970-
Leavitt, Jr. 2 Apr 1971
Col. Lyle E.Mann ............... 3 Apr1971-
28 Oct 1971

Col. Charles A. ................. 29 Oct 1971-
Gabriel 14 Jun 1972
Col. Scott G. Smith ......... 15 Jun 1972-
18 Mar 1973

Col. RobertW. ................ 19 Mar 1973-

Clement

460th Tactical Reconnaissance
Wing
Organized at Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN, 18

February 1966. Inactivated 31 August
1971.

Col. Edward H. ............... 18 Feb 1966-
Taylor Jan 1967
CaoliRabiartlS, .o vnn Jan 1967-
Williams 20 Dec 1967
Brig. Gen. Robert J. ........ 21 Dec 1967-
Holbury 7 Jul 1968
] 0 B | e e e 8 Jul 1968-
Westberg 27 May 1969
(e I - e 28 May 1969-
Fitzpatrick 20 Jun 1969
ol Harrg ML e i 21 Jun 1969-
Chapman 30 Apr 1970
Col. JamesE. ......cccoevcennens 1 May 1970-
Tilton 14 Apr 1971
ColbBaleill. o ui it 15 Apr 1971-
Flowers 31 Jul 1971
Col.Jerome F. ....cccevienvraces 1 Aug 1971-
O'Malley 31 Aug 1971

463d Troop Carrier Wing

Constituted 463d Troop Carrier Wing
(M), 1 December 1952. Redesignated
Troop Carrier Wing (Assault), 1 Octo-
ber 1962; Troop Carrier Wing (M), 15
May 1965; Troop Carrier Wing, 8 De-
cember 1965; 463d Tactical Airlift
Wing. 1 August 1967. Inactivated at
Clark AB, Philippines, 31 December
1971.

ColL AMtBUr E: it nrs 17 Oct 1964-
Aenchbacher 6 Nov 1966
GOl LLopBzU.. o coniaspas 7 Nov 1966-
Mantoux 6 Dec 1967
Col. Thomas A. ...ccoccecucnne 7 Dec 1967-
Twomey 11 Apr 1968
Col. Marion F. .....ccoovneeene 12 Apr 1968-
Caruthers 8 May 1969
Col. Charles 5. .....ccccccee.e. 9 May 1969-
Wolfe 1Jul 1970
Col. John R. Geyer .............. 2 Jul 1970-
1 Sep 1971

Col. Stewart Young .......... 2 Sep 1971-
31 Dec 1971
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483d Tactical Airlift Wing

Organized at Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN,
15 October 1966, as 483d Troop Carrier
Wing. Inactivated May 1972.

Col. Paul J. Mascot ........... 4 Nov 1966-
7 Oct 1967

Col. William H. .....ccoceoo...... 8 Oct 1967-
Mason 29 Sep 1968
Col. Wilbert Turk ............ 30 Sep 1968-
3 Sep 1969

Col. Keith L. ....cocveeeennnn, 4 Sep 1969-
Christensen 22 Mar 1970
Col. Abbott C. ................. 23 Mar 1970-
Greenleaf 10 Apr 1971
Col. Rodney H. ................. 11 Apr 1971-
Newbold 24 Feb 1972
Col. DuaneH. ....co........ 25 Feb 1972-
Erickson 15 May 1972

5563d Reconnaissance Wing

Based at Korat AB, Thailand, 31
October 1967. Inactivated 15 December
1970.

Col. Gus Weiser .............. 31 Oct 1967-
30 Jun 1968
Col. John W. Emis .............. 1 Jul 1968-
7 Jul 1968
Col.Henry L. .o, 8 Jul 1968-
Timmermans 31 Jun 1969
Col. TedH. .cooveeveeeen, 1 Jul 1969-
Ostendorf 6 Dec 1969
Col.dohnW. .coieenecnnn. 7 Dec 1969-
Mitchell 10 Dec 1970
Col. Robert A, ................. 11 Dec 1970-
Sloan

633d Special Operations Wing

Organized at Nakhon Phanom AB,
Thailand, 15 July 1968. Inactivated 15
March 1970.

Col. GeorgeP. ... 15 Jul 1968-
Birdsong, Jr. 24 Apr 1969
Col. Samuel D. ................ 25 Apr 1969-
Berman 15 Mar 1970
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3960th Strategic Wing

Activated at Andersen AFB, Guam 1
April 1955, assigned to 3d Air Division.
Underwent short-lived changes of
designation to Air Base Wing and Com-
bat Support Group. Inactivated 31
March 1970, replaced by 43d Strategic
Wing.

Col. Edward C............ Apr 1964-
Unger 21 Jul 1964
Col. Edward D.......... 22 Jul 1964-
Gaitley, Jr. 9 Jul 1965
Col. Jeseph J........... 10 Jul 1965
Semanek 11 Jul 1967
Col. James M.......... 12 Jul 1967-
Smith 6 Jul 1969
Col. Lawrence E......... 7 Jul 1969-
Stephens............ 31 Mar 1970

4133d Bombardment Wing (Prov)

Activated at Andersen AFB, Guam 1
February 1966. Turned over its combat
mission to 43d Strategic Wing and in-
activated on 1 July 1970.

Col. William T........... 1 Feb 1966-
Cumiskey 31 Mar 1966
Col. Harold J........... 1 Apr 1966-
Whiteman 12 Jun 1966
Col. Albert H.......... 13 Jun 1966-
Schneider 20 Sep 1966
Col. Willard A.......... 21 Sep 1966-
Beauchamp 27 Sep 1966
(o | P = I R - 28 Sep 1966-
Johnson 28 Feb 1967
Col. Mitchell A.......... 1 Mar 1967-
Cobeaga 30 Oct 1967
Col. Robert E.......... 31 Oct 1967-
Brofft 28 Mar 1968
Col. Madison M........ 29 Mar 1968-
McBrayer 31 Aug 1968
Col- Rabert E.. .ccsin: . 1 Sep 1968-
Blauw 25 Sep 1968
Col. Robert E.......... 26 Sep 1968-
Brofft 20 Mar 1969




Col. Robert E.. -21 Mar 1969
Blauw 19 Sep 1969
Col. Raymond P. .20 Sep 1968

Lowiman 20 Zop 19680
Col. Howsad B L3 Bep 1968
MoClain 24 Mar 1870
ol Hamld E .28 Mar 1970
Ottoway ur 1970
Cal. Willlam B, .. S0 1870-
Armistreng 1. Jul 1870

42¢ i”f"ﬂ& Wi i

Jrganized and activated, 12 Janvary
1865, gl Madens AB. gménem%r inacii-
valed, 1 ﬁ»pr; 1970, Hoplaned [y 376th
Slirategle Wing.

Cal. Holly W,

ﬁﬁdﬁ?‘%‘:ﬂﬁ s;_’_é W
al. (Later, 4

= “TS?? Jan 1965-
j ¢ Feb 1985

‘W‘ Fab 1965
Mw@m T;g di, 18 Jul 1967
Col, (Lates, Beig. Genld ... 18 Jul 1987-
Fugene A, @t@.?m 3 fug 1969
Q. Gen, Alan 0 ... & 8un 1969
Edmunds 31 Mar 1970

b

4258th Strategic Wing

Activated at | -=po@(“ AB, Thalland, 2
June 1968 1o 1 April 1840, Replaced by
J07th Bletegic Wing

Capl. Raiph W, .o - 2.0un 1966
Ingram 20 Jul 1966
Col. John W. Farrar ... 21 Jul 1966-
36 wun 1967

Col. AleXW. . ..ocneocrinen o U] 16T
Talmart 6 Aug 1968

Brig. Gan. Richard ............ §Aug 19568-
M. Hoban 10 Jui 1989
.:E"*r'ig Gen. Woodrow ... T1.Jul 1960-
A Abbotd 1 Mar 1970

8234th Tactical Fighter Wing

Organized st Korat AR, Thaliand, 5 &pril
1988, Dizcontinued & f&g il 1966, Replac:
ed by 388th Tanileal Flghier Wing.

Col, Witiam D. ..o S APF 1965
Ritchie 13 Drc 1965

Caol, Monioe 5. Sams.. ...

6251t Tactical Fighter Wing

14 Dac 1565
8 Api 18688

Organized al Blen Hoa AB, RVN, 8July
1968, Eﬂ&_,ﬁmntmu&m 18 Fabrary 1966,

Col, Philip Brooks e -

#.Jul 1985
20 Mov 1885

6252d Tactical Fighter Wing
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315th Troop Carrier Group

Organized at Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN, 8
December 1962. Redesignated 315th Air
Commando Group, 8 March 1965. In-
activated 8 March 1966.

Col. Thomas B. ......... Mid-June 1964-
Kennedy 14 Jun 1965
Col.David T. ....ccoanenne. 15 Jul 1865-
Fleming 22 Jun 1966
Col. George L. ................. 23 Jun 1966-
Hannah, Jr. 8 Mar 1966

504th Tactical
Group

Air Support

Organized at Bien Hoa AB, RVN, 8
December 1966. Inactivated at Tan Son
Nhut, 15 March 1972.

Col. Carl E. Taylor ............. 8 Dec 1966-
5 Mar 1967

Col. Clyde W. Strain ......... 6 Mar 1967-
22 Nov 1967

Col.James M. ................ 23 Nov 1967-
Fogle 7 Mar 1968
Col. RobertL. ...ccornnrnn.... 8 Mar 1968-
Herman 3 May 1968
Col. William I, ....cocvvennn. 4 May 1968-
Williams 26 Mar 1969
Col. Andrew J. ....coconnn... 27 Mar 1969-
Chapman 11 Feb 1970
Col. GUYE. .o, 12 Feb 1970-
Hairston, Jr. 14 Oct 1970
Col. Andrew P. ................. 15 Oct 1970-
losue 23 Feb 1971
Col. Fleetwood ............... 24 Feb 1971-
Pride, Jr. 10 Jun 1971
Col. Patrick G. ................. 11 Jun 1971-
Long 15 Mar 1972

505th Tactical Control Group
Activated, 8 November 1965 at Tan
Son Nhut AB, RVN. Inactivated 26
February 1973.

Col.Charles L. ..ccovvveeen..... 8 Nov 1965-
Daniel Unk
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Col. James L. Price .............. Jan 1967-
15 May 1967

Gl IDBIBERIR. ks 16 May 1967-
Smyth 17 Apr 1968
Col. Emanuel A. ............... 18 Apr 1968-
Pelaez 6 Apr 1969
Col. Lewis R. Smith ........... 7 Apr 1969-
27 Mar 1970

Col. William P. ................ 28 Mar 1970-
Lehman 23 Jul 1971
Col. Paul L. Park ............... 24 Jul 1971-
Unk

Col. ROl R, ..o iinsmers e Unk-
Coffin 28 Feb 1973

552d Airborne Early Warning
Task Force

552d Airborne Early Warning and Con-
trol Wing (Air Defense Command),
designated Big Eye Task Force, 4
April 1965. Redesignated College Eye
Task Force, 1 March 1967.

Col. Gus Weiser ................. 4 Apr 1965-
30 Jun 1965
Col.James Q. ...cccevvrrrnennne. 1 Jul 1965-
McCall 27 Jul 1966
Lt. Col. Waldo W. ............. 28 Jul 1966-
Peck 14 Aug 1967
Lt. Col. Harold T. ............. 15 Aug 1967-
Knutty 25 Sep 1967
Col. Ross Davidson ........ 26 Sep 1967-
12 Sep 1968
Col.James L. .....ccoeeeeene, 13 Sep 1968-
McCall 8 Sep 1969
Col. Floyd M. .cccovvieennen. 9 Sep 1969-
McAllister 22 Sep 1970
Coli MilonVEL ;v iusi 23 Sep 1970-
McEwen (1972)
Lt.:Col, Elliokt ..o vininnen (1972-1973)
Powers
Col. Harold P. .o (1973)
Knutty (Interim)
Cal. RIGhatdiB..... . o virccy oo (1973)
Williams

1964th Communications Group

Qrganized at Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN, 1
May 1962, as 1964th Communications






















Shortly before midnight on Novem-
ber 8, 1967, Captain Gerald O. Young,
the commander of a HH-3E rescue hel-
icopter, was dispatched to evacuate
the survivors of a U.S. Army recon-
naissance team. The soldiers were
surrounded and about to be captured
in enemy-held territory in the Laotian
Panhandle. Two helicopters had al-
ready been lost trying to rescue them.

Captain Young and his crew were
flying as backup for another helicop-
ter on this night operation. The first
aircraft managed to pick up three
members of the team before extensive
battle damage forced it to withdraw.
The commander of the craft advised
Captain Young that intense enemy fire
made the rescue of two soldiers left
behind all but impossible. Accom-
panying gunships were also running
low on fuel and ammunition.

Intent on completing the evacua-
tion, Captain Young guided his heli-
copter down into the flare-lit dark-
ness, touching down on a slope not
far from the two soliders. Both
wounded, they were loaded aboard
under heavy attack with enemy
troops closing in. As it moved for-
ward for takeoff, the helicopter was
fired on at point blank range. It
plunged downward and crashed in
flames in an upside down position.

Captain Young dropped out of a
cockpit window and rolled down the
slope, his parachute afire. Although
badly burned, he beat out the flames
and gave aid to another crew member,
a sergeant, who had also escaped. He
then tried to reach the burning heli-
copter but was driven back by the in-
tense heat. When enemy troops ap-
proached the crash scene, he led
them away from the wounded ser-
geant hidden in the underbrush.

At dawn, Captain Young reached a
clearing and helped to pinpoint his

Captain Gerald . Young

position for searching aircraft with
flares and radio signals, but he broke
contact when he realized that he was
being used as bait by enemy gunners
in the area. He again concealed him-
self in the dense foliage and contin-
ued to evade throughout the day de-
spite the mounting pain of his burns.
After 17 hours, Captain Young was
finally rescued by a helicopter that he
attracted with his radio and by firing
tracers with his revolver. He then
immediately informed his rescuers of
the position of his fellow crew mem-
ber.

For his heroism in this action, Cap-
tain Young was awarded the Medal of
Honor. It was presented to him by
President Lyndon B. Johnson on 14
May 1968 at the Pentagon, Washing-
ton, D.C.
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On 1 September 1968 Lieutenant
Colonel William A. Jones, lll, led a
flight of four A-1H Skyraider aircraft
on an escort mission. The flight was
accompanying two helicopters sent
out to rescue the pilot of an F-4 Phan-
tom downed about twenty miles north-
west of Dong Hoi, North Vietnam.

Arriving over the area, Colonel
Jones made several low passes across
a valley to find the pilot and pinpoint
enemy gun positions. On one pass he
felt an explosion beneath his aircraft
and his cockpit was filled with smoke.
After the smoke cleared, he continued
his search and finally spotted the
downed pilot near a towering rock
formation. Enemy gunners occupying
a position near the top of the forma-
tion opened fire on the propeller-driv-
en Skyraider.

Colonel Jones realized that the gun
position had to be destroyed before a
rescue could be made and that strikes
against it would endanger the survivor
unless his location was known. He
himself attacked with cannon and
rocket fire while relaying the pilot's
location by radio. While making his
second pass, Colonel Jones' aircraft
was hit and his cockpit was set ablaze.
He sought to eject but the damaged
extraction system only jettisoned the
canopy without pulling him from the
cockpit. At the same time his transmis-
sions to the rescue force were being
blocked by repeated calls from other
aircraft that he bail out.

Before the fire died out Colonel
Jones was badly burned and his radio
transmitters were disabled. He chose
to return to base to report the downed
pilot’s exact location. Despite his se-

Lieutenant Colonel William A. Jones, Il

vere burns he landed his damaged
aircraft safely, and insisted on passing
on the vital information before receiv-
ing medical treatment. The downed
pilot was rescued later that day.

The Medal of Honor was awarded to
Colonel Jones for his selfless heroism,
but he died in an aircraft accident in
the United States before it could be
presented to him. His widow received
the decoration from President Ri-
chard M. Nixon at the White House
on & August 1970.
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Captain Steven L. Bennett

On 29 June 1972, Captain Steven L.
Bennett, a forward air controller, was
fiying an OV-10 Bronco on an artillery
adjustment mission near Quang Tri
City, South Vietnam. A Marine gunfire
spotter occupied the rear seat of the
lightly armed reconnaissance aircraft.

After controlling gunfire from U.S.
naval vessels off shore and directing
air strikes against enemy positions for
approximately 3 hours, Captain Ben-
nett received an urgent call for assist-
ance. A small South Vietnamese unit
was about to be attacked by a much
larger enemy force. Without immedi-
ate help, the unit was certain to be
overrun. Unfortunately, there were no
friendly fighters left in the area, and
supporting naval gunfire would have
endangered the South Vietnamese.
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They were between the coast and the
enemy.

Captain Bennett decided to strafe
the advancing soldiers. Since they
were North Vietnamese regulars,
equipped with heat-seeking SAM 7
missiles, the risks in making a low-lev-
el attack were great. Captain Bennett
nonetheless zoomed down and
opened fire with his four small ma-
chine guns. The troops scattered and
began to fall back under repeated
strafing.

As the twin-boomed Bronco pulled
up from its fifth attack, a missile rose
up from behind and struck the plane’s
left engine. The explosion set the en-
gine on fire and knocked the left land-
ing gear from its stowed position,
leaving it hanging down. The canopies
over the two airmen were pierced by
fragments.

Captain Bennett veered southward
to find a field for an emergency land-
ing. As the fire in the engine continued
to spread, he was urged by the pilot of
an escorting OV-10 to eject. The wing
was in danger of exploding. He then
learned that his observer's parachute
had been shredded by fragments in
the explosion.

Captain Bennett elected to ditch in
the Gulf of Tonkin, although he knew
that his cockpit area would very like-
ly break up on impact. No pilot had
ever survived an OV-10 ditching. As
he touched down, the extended land-
ing gear dug into the water. The
Bronco spun to the left and flipped
over nose down into the sea. His
Marine companion managed to es-
cape, but Captain Bennett, trapped
in his smashed cockpit, sank with
the plane. His body was recovered
the next day.

For sacrificing his life, Captain Ben-
nett was posthumously awarded the
Medal of Honor. The decoration was
presented to his widow by Vice Presi-
dent Gerald R. Ford on 8 August 1874.
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Shipwash, Ben E.;: 291
Shipyards, strikes against: 166
Shiviey, J. R.: 324
Sholes, Ronald E.: 242
Shoup, David M., USMC: 11
Shrike missiie; 76
Sieverts, Frank A.: 339
Sihanouk, Norodom: 140 - 147
Sijan, Lance P.: 364
Sitver Star awards: 175, 178
- Simons, Arthur D., USA: 89, 324
Simpson, William G,: 245
Singapore, strikes against: 3
Skoun: 142
Skyiine ridge: 134
Skyspot. See Combat Skyspat bombing system
Smart, Jacob E.: 29. See also Air Forces, Pacific
Smith, Donavon F.: 97
Smith, Philip J.: 81
Smith, Scatt G.: 97
Sniegowski, Grag E.: 247
Snipers, enemy: 149, 258
Soc Trang: 21, 25 - 26, 37
Social welfare programs: 293
Son Tay: B9 - 92, 239, 324, 337
Song Be: 52
Sorties, number flown: 12, 16 - 17, 25, 27, 41, 44,
48, 49, 52, 61, 64 - 65, 74, 79, 82, B9, 92 - 94,
98 - 99, 104 - 108, 110, 115 - 118, 118, 123,
127, 130 - 135, 141, 150 - 151, 156 - 161, 164,
167, 174 - 175, 182 - 183, 197, 201, 205 - 209,
212, 219, 221
South Vietnam. See Republic of Vietnam
Southeast Asia, first air missions: 3
Southeast Asia Airlift System (SEAAS): 18
Southeast Asia Tactical Air Control System (SEA-
TACS): 13, 15 - 16, 18, 224 - 233
Southeast Asia Treaty Organization: 8, 40
Soviet Union: 4, 8, 10, 13, 34, 50, 65, 68, 71, 74,
83, 90, 101, 121, 145, 211, 217, 259, 261, 326,
338
Special Assislant for Vietnamization, USAF; 318
Special Express project: 254
Special Forces
ARVN: 19, 32
L1.5.: 9, 40 - 41, 44 - 45, 57, 149 - 150, 156, 160,
169, 171, 178, 183, 219, 238
Special Operations Squadron, 17th: 317
Special operations units, crew training: 298 - 302
Special Operations Wing, 633d: 350
Specialists. See Technicians
Stafford, H. A., USN: 324
tarlight operation: 41
Starlight scope: 47, 109
State of Vietnam: 5
Stead Air Force Base: 307
State, Department of: 17, 28, 35, 140, 271, 326,
338. See also Dulles, John Foster; Rusk,
Dean
Steel plants, strikes egainst: 83, 216
Steel Tiger area: 101 - 108, 117 - 119, 121, 213
Starege facilities. See Supply depots
Strategic Air Command: 40, 61, 71, 74, 104 - 108,
110, 150 - 160, 167, 196, 201, 204 - 206, 208,
213, 220, 298 - 299
Strategic hamlets program: 16, 19, 25 - 26
Strategic Wings
43d: 346
72d (Provisional): 346
307th: 346
310th (Provisional): 208, 347
376th: 208, 348
3960th: 350
4252d; 201-205, 208, 348
4256th: 205, 349
Stratton, R. A, USN: 324
Students, assistance ta: 294
SubicBay: 251
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Sue, Phan Lang: 30
Suilivan, Kathleen M.: 287
Suilivan, Wiiliam H.: 122
Sunrise operation: 16
Suoi Da: 45 - 46
Super Jolly Green Giant: 89, 239, 242 - 243
Supply depots
enemy assaults against: 115, 123, 175, 262
strikes against: 3, 26, 52, 56 - 57, 69, 74, 79, 83,
86, 89, 92, 95, 98, 104 - 105, 114 - 115, 118,
123, 135, 142 - 143, 150 - 151, 157, 160, 164
- 167
U.S. facilities: 250
Supply draps. See Airlifis, strategic and tactical
Supply forces. See Maintenance, supply and sup-

port forces
Supply operations and systems
ARVN: 295
enemy: 34, 74, 79 - 83, 90, 101 - 119, 135, 151,
216, 227

U.S.: 19, 26, 129, 142 - 143, 171, 173, 245 - 255,
276 - 277, 285. See also Airlifts, strategic
and tactical

Support farces. See Maintenance, supply and
support forces

Surprise, application of: 20, 57, 75, 165, 214

Surgeon General, USAF: 273

Survival training: 306 - 307

Susloy, Mikhail: 10

Systems Command: 239

T

Tachikawa Air Base: 170, 276
Tactical Air Command: 170, 201, 207, 238, 297 -
303, 307, 309
Tactical air control centers: 18, 207, 224
Tactical Air Control Group, 5th: 223
Tactical Air Control Systemn. See Southeast Asia
Integrated Tactical Air Control System
Tactical eir supperl: 17, 20, 24 - 26, 30- 32, 40, 44
- 45,49 - 57, 61, 64 - 65, 70 - 71, 75, 105, 114 -
119, 121 - 135, 142 - 147, 150 - 167, 213, 223 -
233, 262, 284 - 268
Tactical Air Support Group, 504th: 352
Tactical Air Support Squadron, 19th: 21, 29, 311
Tactical Airlift Wings
J15th: 347
433d: 275
483d: 171, 350
Tactical Control Groups
505th: 352
507th: 11, 223
Tactical Control Squadron, 617th: 288
Tactical Fighter Wings
3d: 30, 289, 294, 344
8th: 344
12th: 30, 344
31st: 345
35th: 345
37th: 345
449th: 198
355th: 347
366th: 139, 348
38Bth: 348
405th: 348
6234th: 343
6251st: 340
6252d: 350
Tactical Reconnaissance Squadrons
11th; 213
20th: 213
45th: 12
360th: 217 - 218
Tactica! Reconnaissance Wings
432d: 213, 349
460th: 217 - 218, 221, 349
503d: 213

Tactics
ARVN: 161
North Vietnam: 20, 25 - 26, 46, 50, 74, B2, 257 -
258, 263
U.S.: 41, 47 - 49, 75, B2, 104 - 109, 238
Taiwan, bases on: 170, 185, 196, 205, 226, 250,
276
Takhli Air Base: 76, 198, 205 - 206, 208, 227, 236,
273
Tally Ho operation: 79
Tam Ky: 35
Tan, Con Nha: 683
Tan Hiep: 291
Tan Son Nhut Air Base: 4, 10, 12, 15 - 18, 21, 33,
40, 65, 102, 122, 169, 176, 184, 189 - 190, 192,
211 - 213, 217 - 219, 221, 223 - 224, 226 - 227,
230 - 231, 233, 235 - 237, 245, 252, 258 - 263,
265 - 269, 271 - 273, 283, 285, 288, 309 - 310,
318
Tan Uyen: 289
Targst acquisition techniques: 51, 71, 104 - 105
118, 151
Tay Do: 294
Tay Ninh: 20, 143, 174, 181, 288
Tay Ninh province: 8, 24, 61, 64, 151, 174, 178,
288
Tank lypas, enemy
PT - 76: 110, 117, 125
T-54: 65
Tao, Phan Cong: 233
Task Forces
Alpha: 109, 118
Carrier 7, USN: 225
EC - 121 College Eye: 226 - 227
Foreign Legion: 201, 204
King Cobra: 205
Logistics Aviation: 245
Miagara: 219
search and rescue (SARTAF): 237
Tiger Club: 204
Yankee Team Tanker: 122, 201
Young Tiger: 201 - 205
Taylor, Maxwell D.: 12, 26 - 27, 32, 34 - 35, 137.
See alsa Joint Chiefs of Staff
Tchepane: 84, 102, 114 - 115, 160, 211
Technicians, training: 302 - 306, 319. See also
Maintenance, supply and support forces
Televisian
news coverage by: 56
use in operations: 52, 118, 242
Terrain features, effect on operations: 71, 142,
149, 157
Terrorism campaigns, enemy: 9, 32, 35, 56 - 57
Terry, Douglas M.: 261
Tet offensive: 18, 52 - 61, 63, 108, 140, 157, 176,
197, 206, 218 - 219, 257 - 258, 261, 265 - 269,
280 - 281, 293, 327
Tha Thom: 127
Thai Hung: 291
Thai Nguyen: 83, 88, 167, 216
Thailand
air defenses in: 227-231
aircratt and personnel development to: 70, 170,
185, 212 - 213, 217, 221, 227, 231, 236 - 237,
251, 307
bases in: 3, 5, 34, 65, 69 - 71, 76, 89, 104, 147,
153, 156, 183, 185, 190, 205, 250, 271, 273,
276
civic action programs: 292 - 293
forces in AVN: 40
radar systems in nets: 223, 225
troop unit strangth, periodic: 307
Than Am: 166
Than Hoa: 95, 168, 218, 221
Thanh, Do Dang: 233
Thau Thien pravince; 114
Thien Linh Dong: 86
Thies, Mack: 97
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