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Patrolling the Cold Front

|

Mineral Deposits Lrucml tor Aluminum E’r(mlun.non Spark WWII Interest

that Greenland existed thought of it-as a

IN 1940, MOST AMERICANS WHO KENEW

A nondescript white blob near the tops of

their world maps. That the place might have
any military significance to the great powers
had occurred to scarcely anyone — least of
all to the people who lived there. But in the
next five years Greenland was to become a
small but significant theater of war, and was
to confront the U.S. Coast Guard with some
of the most arduous duties it had ever been
called upon to perform.,

GREENLAND 18 a
largely deserted island of about 827,000
square miles, most of which lies above the
Arctic Cirele, Sclentists believe that the inte-
rior is covered by mountains and steep
gorges, but since prehistoric times they
have been buried under a mass of ice that
covers 80 percent of the land area. (If the
Greenland ice cap ever melted, the world’s
oceans would rise by about 20 feet.) In the
winter, the arctic winds blow unimpeded for
hundreds of miles over the ice cap, covering
it with snow and driving the temperature as
low as 90 degrees below zero.

The coastline is penetrated by hundreds
ol narrow fjords, some of them jutting 50
mites inland. For most of the year Greenland
Is virtually surrounded by a 20- to 30-mile-
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widb belt that the Eskimos call the storis, a
m.a.js of floating icebergs ranging from a few
yards to several city blocks wide. During the
winter Greenland is almost isolated from the
rest of the world; only ships equipped for
breaking ice can force their way into the
fiords, Few have reason to try. '

In the spring and summer the climate of
muﬁhem Greenland Is relatively congenial,
with temperatures warming to the 50s as
ch;u*\ks of glacial ice rumble down the fjords
on their way out to sea. The storis, pro-
pelled by the current, drifts westward
amﬁmd Cape Farewell, the southern tip of
the island, and eventually disappears. As

now melts and the wind dies the little
tlerments take on a pleasantly rustic
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look, with bright red and yellow buildings
adding color to the rocky landscape. There
are few trees, but enough grass grows along
some of the fjords to sustain herds of sheep,
and the combination of warm air and high
humidity produces frequent drizzle and
mists. Sumimer visitors to Greenland are sur-
prtae*d by the swarms of mosquitoes.

In| 1940, most of the 20,000 or so inhabi-
tant&l lived in villages along the southwest
coast, paying casual homage to a handful of
uniformed bureaucrats representing the for-
eign ministry of Denmark. The Danes had
been governing Greenland as a colony for
stwe al hundred years, supplying the Green-

%,
%

The U8 Coast Guard and the Grram o Post rcd . i




L
Right: Cne of the first
Coast Guard cutters
assigned to the Green-
land Patrol, CGC
NormHLAND, on patrol in
camoufiage. The
cufter was command-
ed by COR Ecward

H. “lceberg” Smith,

Inset: Smith was com-
mander of the Green-
land Patrot in 1940,
He was promoted to
RADM in 1942,
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the mine at Ivigtut was

landers with manufactured goods and food-
stuffs in exchange for seal oil, animal skins
and fish, The Danish government main-
tained a strict monopoly on exports and
kept visits by foreigners to a minimum. The
justification for that policy was that the Es-
kimos had no immunity to European dis-
eases, and were almua‘;t totally ignorant of
20th~century business practices,

The principal reason for the modern
world's interest in Greenland lay at the vil-
tage of Ivigtut, half a mile up Arsuk Fjord just
west of Cape Farewell. A big corrugated iron
bullding and a collection of cranes on vig-
tut's waterfront sat on top of the world’'s
only known sizeable deposit of cryolite, a
soft, translucent mineral that looks like
quartz, |

In the 19th century two researchers, one
working in France mm"i the other in Ghio,
had discovered sirnulmﬁnmmiy that molten
cryolite, subjected to an electric charge,
could function as an electrolyte for extract-
ing metallic aluminum from the natural alu-
mina found in hauxite ;)!‘ﬁ” The Hall-Heroult
process hecame the stand means of pro-
ducing industrial aluminum. By the 1920s
a key element of the
American aircraft industry, and cryolite
shipments to the United States and Canada
accounted for 98 percent of Greenland’s
exports. 3
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On April 4, 1940, Hitler's war machine
turned on Denmark. The Danes, utterly un-
prepared for war and threatened with an air
assault on Copenhagen, capitulated on the
same thay. The fall of Denmark precipitated a
burst of nervous activity in the U.S. State
Department.

Since the beginning of the war the United
States had been plaving a delicate
diplomatic game with the nations of Europe,

perceiving the danger posed by Germany

and Italy but hoping to keep any of the Euro-
pean powers from expanding their influence
in the western hemlsphere, When the
British and Canadian governments hinted at
a voncern over the defense of Greenland,
the United States responded with grumpy
references to the Monroe Doctrine, The
State Department, adopting the position
that the Danish amhassador to Washington,
Dr. Henrik de Kauffmann, was still the legiti-
mate representative of his country, agreed
to sell weapons to the Greenland authorities
for protection of the cryolite mine.

On May 20, 1940, the CGC CoMANCHE
picked through the melting storls into the
harbor of vigtut and discharged the James
K. Penfield, {irst United States consul in
(ireenland, and his vice consul, George L.
West. Alter they inspected the cryplite mine
the ComancHe transported Penfield and West
up the coast to Godthaab, where the new




“The NORTHLAND ... was an odd-
looking vessel with a.diesel engine,
cork-insulated hull, nd a cutaway
bow intended to break ice. The

o

riginal equipment hiad included a
towering two-masted sail vig, but the
unusual bow configuration had
made the ship almost impossible to
steer when under sail. ”

American consulate was to be established.
Godthaab had no buildings to spare for the
purpose, but the local Danish doctor ¢ourte-
ously moved into his hospital and turned
his houge over to the Americans.

Over the next few weeks three larger cut-
ters, the 3274oot CGCs CampeeLl and DUaNE
and the 250400t Cavuaa, turned up in Davis
Strait and Baffin Bay, taking soundings and
makig preliminary charts of the coastline,
{Most of the extant charts of Greenland
were in German-occupied Copenhagen.)
The CampeLl janded a 3-inch gun and an as-
sortment of smaller weapons at Ivigtut; 14
Coast Guardsmen accepted discharges to
provide the nucleus of a civilian armed
guard at the mine.

Orders went out to the CGC NORTHLAND,
which had spent the past several years in
Alaskan waters, to transit the Panama Canal
and proceed to New York for duty off Green-
land. The NORTHLAND, built in 1927, was an
odd-looking vessel with a diesel engine, a
cork-insulated steel hull and a cutaway bow
that was intended to break ice. The originai

~equipment had included a towering two-
masted sail rig, but the unusual bow config-
uration had made the ship almost impossi-
ble to steer when under sail. By 1940, the
masts had been cut down to accommodate
modern radio gear and a hefty boom to han-
dle an SOC-4 "Seagull” aircraft. The NortH-
LaND had not proven particularly successiul,
but was the only vessel in American service
specifically designed for operations in the
arctic.

On arriving at New York, the NORTHLAND
was placed under the command of CDR Ed-

1 H. Smith, who was something of a leg-

ceanography from Har-
iderable expertence in Green-
he had made several cruises
srnational lee Patrol, and had

ac:c;mldwmzimi the CGC Marion during an ex-
tensive study of water temperatures and
c:urmajznm off Greenland and northeastern
E‘.mmm‘ﬁa in 1926. Smith took the NORTHLAND
on a four-month cruise along the western
and astern coasts of Greenland, compiling
en(:ruggh data to publish a set of detailed sail-
ing directions.

Gm?mmm in Allied Strategy

EARLY IN 1941, UNDER INTENSIFYING pres-
sure from the British and the Canadians, a
m&et‘mg of representatives from the State,
War and Navy Departments decided that the
United States should participate actively in
the defense of Greenland. Geography had
givew‘ it a significant role to play in the war
that was taking form in Europe.

American factories were about to dis-
gorge a stream of aircraft to be sent to
Britain under the Lend-Lease Act, and the
fzameét way for an airplane to get to England
was pnder 1ts own power. The Army Alr
Forces worked out a route that alrcraft
could fly in short hops; the great circle track
from Nova Scotia to Scotland ran over
mutlj‘ne!fm Greenland.

Another strategic factor was the value of
ﬂi‘%‘hpmnd as a site for weather stations.
Data/coflected in Greenland helped meteo-
rologists ‘predict-the weather for western
Europe.

In March 1941, the South Greenland Sur-
vey Expedition, consisting of diplomats,
nava}l and army officers, and an observer
from| the Royal Canadian Air Force, sailed
from Boston in the CGC Cavyca to locate
sui tﬁgb‘te sites for air bases, weather stations,
and ¢ther military instaliations.

T}j;@ Americans were ordered to avoid any
unpleasant confrontations with the Green-
landers. The secretary of state, Cordell Hull,
warned the Secretary of the treasury, Henry
Morgenthau, that “German propaganda has
already made much of the assertion that the
contact of Greenlanders with Americans will
resuft in the enslavement, miscegenation
and ’blt‘iﬂn‘mt& extinction of the native popula-
tion” On April 9, Hull and the Danish am-
bamﬁmlmiw signed the Hull-Kauffmann Agree-
ment, giving the United States the authority
to build and operate alr bases and other de-
fenstve facilities in Greenland,

The survey expedition spent several
months tn Greeniand, assisted by the
Cavyan, the NorTHLAND and the latter vessel's
lone airplane, that proved invaluable in
scouting the terrain and the movements of
the ice. In May, the NorTHLAND was ordered

The U5 Coast Guard ond the Greanland Potrol » 3



Right: The CGC Mop-
o, white on g

rascue mission for
torpedoed sallors

May 24, 1941, found
itself in between the
Nazl bottleshin BistarCk
and attacking British
warships and aircraft,
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the 240-foot CGC Monoc, which had just
made a trip to Ivigtut bearing Mr. Charles

Davies, a representative of the Pennsylvania

firm that imported cryolite,

On May 18 the two cutters rendezvoused
at sea for an exchange of mail bags and a
conference hetween I‘c‘he:riz Smith and the
Moboc's commanding officer, LCDR Harold
G. Belford. A few hours later they received
an urgent radio mem:wde that a convey:-had
been attacked by a German wolipack off
Cape Farewell, with the loss of several mer-
chant ships. The Coast| Guard cutters were
ordered to look for survivors, though the
frigid water and stormy weather offered Iit-
tle cause for optimism. |

‘More or Less On a Hair Trigger’

THE NORTHLAND, ANNOUNCING THE
humanitarian nature of its mission with
lights, oversized flags and hourly radio
broadcasts, proceed@f:f to the site of the
convoy light, but found only a collection of
floating debris and empty rafts. The Monoc,
with Smith's approval, kan down a weak ra-
dio signal identified as coming from the
lifeboats of a steamer #mrmd the Marconi,
which had been 't:m:r;mmmd about a hundred
miles to the south. The smalier CGC GENERAL

GRrEENE, diverted from an oceanographic sur-

vey off Newfoundland, jgined in the search.
At 7:30 p.m. May 2, the lookouts on
board the Moooc saw the shape of an enor-
mous grey warship suddenly materialize out
of the mist almost dead ahead, The cutter's
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back to Boston for a reflt, to be relieved hy

. swarming onto the weather decks to
“at:the apparition, were even more star-
ed-when eight ancient-looking biplanes

wearing British markings dropped out of the

clouds almost directly overhead. The Mopoc
had stumbled into the midst of HMS Victror-
ous' air attack on the German battleship Bis-

-MARCK.

The signalman on the Moboc's hridge
flashed a recognition signal; he got no re-
sponse, but the Germans apparently recog-
nized the white-hulled, buff-funneled cutter
for what It was. Belford ordered a pair of
American ensigns spread out on the forecas-
tle and fantall. The aviators scored one tor-
pedo hit on the Bismarcr, braving a barrage
of anti-aircraft fire that came frighteningly
close to the Moboc's bow. :

Ag the aireraft disappeared into the over-
cast on the way back to their carrier, three
British warships, the battleship Prince oF
WaLES and the crulsers Norrouk and SurroLk,
appeared, obviousty on the trail of the
man ship. The PRINCE oF WALES alimost fired a
salvo of l4dnch shells at the Moboc before
the British admiral realized his mistake.

Neijther the Moboc nor the NORTHLAND ever
found any survivors from the convoy,
though the GeNenal GReeNE picked up two
lifeboats and 29 men from the MARCON,

lceberg Smith commented, in his report
on the Incident, that “it is fortunate that
there were no accidents and mistaken iden-
tities when all parties were more or less on
a hair trigger.”
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The Greenland Patrol

IN JUNE AND JULY 1941, THE AMERICAN
naval forces congregating around Greenland
were organized officially into the Greenland

Patrol. The Northeast Greenland Patrol, with -

feeberg Smith in command, consisted of the
NorTHLAND, the wooden-hulled former sur-
vey ship Nort 8TAR and an old friend of the
(’nn.st Guard now flying a Navy pennant, the

The Brag, a [ormer seal catcher built in
1875 and used by the Revenue Cutter Ser-
vice for years on the Bering Sea Patrol, now
sported a modernized superstructure and
an aircraft. The South Greenland Patrol, un-
der LCDR Belcher of the Moboc, included
the cutter Camances, the Coast Guard jce-
breaking tug CGC Rarrran, and the Navy aux-
fttary schooner Bowpoin, In October, the two
commands were consolidated under CDR
enland Patrol, designated
ask Force 24.8 under the jurisdiction of the
LS, Atlantic st

wum from ADM Harold Stark,
the Chief of Naval Operations, outlined the
mission of the Greenland Patrol:

“1 INAVAL OPERATIONS WL BE REQUIRED IN
GREENLAND ... POR TWO PURPOSES, THE FIRST PUR-
POSE 1S TO SUPPORT THE ARMY IN ... ESTABLISHING IN
CREENLAND AIRDROME FACILIT IR USE [N FERRY-
ING AIRCRAFT T0 THE BRITISH |

2, THE SECOND PURPOSE 1S T¢ DEFEND GREEN-
LAND AND SPECIFICALLY TO PREVENT GERMAN OPERA-
TIONS IN NORTHEAST GREENLAND,"

Iceberg Smith was, as Samuel Eliot Mori-
son, the Navy's operational historian, put it

after the war, being ordered “to do a little of

everything — the Coast Guard is used to
that."

Army, on the basls of the information
wed by the South Greenland Survey,
identified 13 sites, codenamed “BLUIE
bases,” that it thought could be turned into
installations, The most promising ol
vas located on a glacial moraine a few
miles from the village of Narsarssuak.

I June 1941, a steady traffic of Army
2rs and troop transports began
ningg frcnm Argentia, Newfoundland, to
Narsarssuak, accompanied by Coast Guard
cutters to protect them from U-hoats and
break up the storis in their paths,

ver, the Army engineers had
4 85 buildings and three miles of
access roads; the jeeps that were flown in
were Greenland’s first automobiles. Shortly
a civillan contractor's force arrived to beglin
work on the airfield itself. BLUIE West 1 was
to become the major U.8. Army, Navy and
Coast Guard base in Greenland, Thousands

of aircraft would stop there for refueling on
their way to Britain,

|
|
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Left: During bitter,
freezing winter sforms
on the Greenland
Patrod, olt hands of
the USCEC NoRHLAND
woulct turn out o
chip ice. The ship
had to come about
avery three hours in
order to remove the
stabiity threatening
frozen water,



Right: Navy Starfion
P19, gka "New Chicg-
go.” on Jan Mayen
Isiand on Nov. 23,
1943, CGEC NoRmLANG
dellversd 41 officers
and men, including
30 tons of equipment
to sstabiish o radio-
directon finder
station.
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THE AMERICANS STAT]

Army, in keeping with
policy, declared all G

off-lhmits to American |

consul, Penfield, assured

lic, via the National Geogra;
arctic soldiers live in n

womanless world ... N
comfortably insulated ag
running water and toilet
American camps, this o
picture theater, barber

day's foothall games al
would have at home."

shoy
fent library. | saw newsree

OMNED AT THE BLUIE

bases led a strenuous and monotonous exis-
tence. Most never saw g

Greenlander; the
he Danes’ prewar
nd settlements

L The U.S.
we Amertean pub-
¢, that “our
odel camps in a
arly all barracks,
inst the cold, have
acilities. Like other
e boasts a motion-
and an emeb
ds of last Sa
most as soon as |
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The facilities were indeed reasonably san-

itary, but neither the Arn

ny nor the conirac-

tors could do anything about the weather. In
the winter the buildings ¢ould be buried un-
der the snow, and the winds at BLUIE West |

reached 120 mph; men
huilding to building. On
casually out of his hut, w
wall 20 feet away and brol

Not the least of icebe
was the possibility that
he operating

in Greenland

had to crawl from
e officer, stepping
as hurled against a
ke both his arms.

rg Smith's worries
he Germans might
as well.

Intercepted radio signals indicated that

weather stations hidden
mountains were sending

ing storm patterns to Berlin
Atlantic.

operating in the North

among the coastal
reports of develop-
and to U-boats
The Ger-

mans were rumored to be planning a large-

scale landing on the east

coast,

While the BLUIE bases were under con-
struction the only aireraft available were the
single-engined floatplanes attached to the
NorTHLAND, USS BEAr, and CGC NorTH Srar.
Smith sent his three planes on countless
long, lonely flights over the fiords and the
mountains searching for signs of enemy ac-
tivity, He also was largely responsible for
the creation of the Greenland Sledge Patrol,
a contingent of intrepid Eskimos and Danish
hunters who, recruited by the Greenland
government and supplied by the U5, Army,
spent the war patrolling the coastal regions
on dog sleds. The NORTHLAND, with two Dan-
ish-speaking interpreters on board, hecame
the nerve center for the Sledge Patrol’s
operations.

On Sept. 4, 1941, a U-boat torpedoed the
LS. destroyer Greer, which was passing
through Greentand waters rying a ship-
ment of mail to the newly blished Ameri-
can military base in lceland. t‘_]‘n Sept. 11,
President Roos delivered a radio ad-
dress denouncing the he
mans in the North Atlantle and warning that
“from now on, if German or Italian v % of
war enter the waters, the protection of
which is necessary for A 1
they do so at their own p

A few days earlier the Sledge
w;‘n‘mrted m tlw N{ WTHLAND that a suspiclous-

had mmmt near the

1avior of the Ger-

mg Nurwek, ar
some 500 miles fo the south, Th ‘
party Smith sent aboard the mhnp wlm«,e*




name was the Buskor, found a sophisticated
racio set. Questioning of the BUsKo's crew
established that it had indeed dropped off a
party of men and a radio transmitter.

That night one of the NORTHLAND'S officers,
LT Leroy McCluskey, went ashore with a
party of 12 armed men. They found a sup-
posed hunter's shack and surroundeg it
while McCluskey kicked in the door. Inside
were three surprised but not particularly
helligerent German radiomen, who promptly
surrendered, offered McCluskey a cup of
coffee, and started building a fire to heat it
He confiscated a German codebook just be-
fore it went into the flames. The Buskor and
oty were sent to Boston for Internment,
The NortHuanD had made the first Amerlcan
naval capture of World War Il

New Ships for the Arctic

ICEBERG SMITH'S EXPERIENCES OF 1941
convinced him that he needed more ships.
During the winter, with the approval of the
Coast Guard's Commandant, ADM Russell
Waesche, he acguired 10 sturdy New Eng-
land fishing trawlers that could operate in
the shallow waters in support of the naviga-
tion aids parties. Smith gave his new com-
mands names from the Eskimo language:
CGCs Avik, AKLAK, ALATOK, AMAROK, ARLUK,
ATAK, ARVEK, NaNOK, NaTsEX, and NOGAK. Nine

I Re

were commissioned by young Coast Guard
LT and ENSs, three of them Academy grad-
uates and the others from the recently ex-
panded Coast Guard Reserve. In the latter
category was LTJG Thomas 8. LaFarge

; t and photographer. He apparently

rized life on board a converted trawler of
the Greenland Patrol:

“Cold weather, ice, fog, snowstorms and
plenty of hard work were far worse than any
of the expectations of my crew of 'green,’
potential sailors. But there they were,
cooped up in that little tub month after
muonth, in bad weather, wet to thelr skins,
regardless of whether they were on the look-
out watch or in thelr sacks. I saw those kids
stand in water up to their armpits, in water
that had a temperature of 34 degrees, work-
ing from six in the morning to almost mid-
night, floating and rolling ol barrels ashore.
I saw them work all day and well into the

They 11,8, Coost Guard and the Greeniand Patrol e -
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Below: The CGC
Sronris in 1942 was part
of a new generaton
of supply ships. The
230-foot tender had
a strangthaned hull
for lcebreaking, light
anti-submarine arma-
ment, sonar, the

gauioment to hondle

a saaplane and a

spacious cargo hold,




Right: The CGC
Antarok, formerly
known s the steel
trawter Lark, wos one
of 10 shallow-water
capabie frawlers

- assigned to Green-
land to support Qicls
to navigation.
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night, unloading tons o(fJ shark meat whose

odor could he smelled for miles; their hands
torn and bleeding from the sharp needles on
the shark skin. I saw them hang on with one
hand and break ice with the other, 20 out of
24 hours, in a 65-mph gale, with the ship on
her beam ends, and the temperature at 5 de-
grees below zero. Cold, hungry, tired and
sleepy, but they worked with a grin on their
faces, not for one day but for three days.”
By the fall of 1942, the naval architects
were incorporating the experiences of the
Greenland Patrol into a|new generation of
ships. The 230-foot mmiw Srors, commis-
sioned on Sept. 30 of that year, was de-
signed specifically to serve as a supply ship
for the BLUIE hases, ThiSTﬂRIS combined a

hull strengthened for ice breaking with a
light anti-submarine armament, sonar, the
gear to handle a seaplaxﬁﬁ and a capacious
cargo hold. In mid-1943 three of the new
180-foot tenders of thﬂ.“ Cactus class, the
CGCs Crraus, EVERGREEN, and LAUREL, were as-
sigired to the Greenland Patrol, These versa-
tile little ships, built on the Great Lakes, had
been designed primarily as buoy tenders. In
Greenland waters they became freighters,
light ice breakers and (:mﬁmy egscorts,
Aids to Navigation
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BLUIE BASES
brought more seagoing fraffic to Greenland
than it had ever seen. Prior to the war the
Danes had operated one light station in
Greenland; the only other extant aids to nav-
igation were heaps of rocks on prominent

points and posts on which kerosene lamps
could be hung. The complicated and hastily
charted geography created at least as great
a danger to shipping as the U-boats did. Late
in 1941, the Coast Guard undertook to estab-
lish a system of aids that would make the
fjords and coastal waters of Greenland toler-
ably safe for navigation, In a more temperate
climate the installation of such equipment
would have been a simple matter; in
wartime Greenland it turned into a minor
epic.

Iceberg Smith placed LT Frank P, Ishmael,
LTIG Carl W, Rom and LT Joseph W,
Haviicek in command of three working par-
ties. (Ishmael's, with nine men, was the
targest.) In the course of two years they set
up range lights, shore markers, and radio
beacons at more than 50 sites, pausing only
for the worst of the winter weather in Jan-
uary and February.

Conditions were primitive in the extreme,
The Coast Guard ships, always in demand
for convoying and transport duties else-
where, deposited the working parties on
shore and left them to their own devlces.
They had to bulld thelr own living quarters,
frequently consisting of tar paper-covered
woad shacks with sleeping bags inside, and
cook for themselves, placing their faith in in-
genuity and undiscriminating palates.
(Havlicek’'s recipe tor “snow lce-cream™
“Take two bowlifuls of snow, add sugar to
taste, then throw in a dash of fruit juice or
extract for flavor, The result isn't bad.™)

Even more challenging was the task of



setting up the equipment where it belonged.
Steel girders, sacks of concrete, electrical
generators and gasoline drums got hauled
up clifi faces by hand-cranked winches, and
shoved over the lce on sleds.

In November 1942, the NorrtaLanD landed
a party of 41 officers and men and 30 tons of
equipment on Jan Mayen, a Norwegian-occu-
pied island north of Iceland, to set up a high-

frequency direction finder station. The

1

Coast|Guardsmen set up a small battery of
anti-aircraft machine guns, leading the Nor-
weglan inhabitants to nickname the installa-
tion “New Chicago.”

At the time the United States entered the
Secongl World War a team of electronics ex-
perts was working on the details of a new
long-range alds-to-navigation system, called
loran.; In late 1942, the Navy began setting
up a chain of loran stations running across

Lett: Crewmembers
from the CGC Launet
unicad ot and sup-
plias ot Simiutak,
South Greenland, o
fight-beacon base,
Feb. 11, 1945,
Slriutak, broadly
transiated, means
‘cork-in-a-bottle," and
refers to a rock or islet
partally enclosing o
stoppering the mouth
of an anchorage.
Thick ice olded dock-
Ing and prevented
damage from rocks
on either side of the
anchorage.
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Inset L7 John A,
Pritchard Jr.. pllot of
the NorTHLAND'S Grum-
man J2F& Duck, prior
o takecff in the Nov.,
28, 1942 rascue of an
Army B-17 Flying
Fortress crew 40 miles
infangl. Pritchard,
and his radiorman,
AR o Benjamin Bot-
toms, were lost the
next doy, following
bad weather on a
sgcong attempt for
the remaining sur-
vivers. Two of the
Aty avigtors were
Icrter rescued.
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would be m&m an E* 1@
ericksdaal o
The b;r

worst time of the year; the joint Army-Navy-
Coast Guard construction team arrived at
Fredericksdaal Nov, 11, 1942, The party at-
tempted to set up housekeeping in canvas
tents, which promptly were scattered by a
Greenland gale. By New Year's Eve the Army
engineers had erected an impressive collec-
tion of sturdy-looking wooden buildings;
that night the wind rose to 165 mph and. as
the LT commanding the Coast Guard contin-
gent reported, “when iarft seen, buildings

were headed in the general direction of
Boston, Mass.” The snlqtiem turned out to
be a row of metal Quonset huts, imbedded

[
i
L.
B

mite. The Greenland loran station went on
the alr on March 11, 1643,

On Nov. 21, 1943, lceberg Smith, who in
the spate of wartime promotions had at-
tained the rank of RADM, was placed in com-
mand of the Navy's Task Force 24, with ju-
risdiction over lceland as well as Greenland,
Commodore Earl G. Rose was given com-
mand of the Greenland Patrol.

The Loss of the Northland's Plane

On Nov. 28, 1942, THE NORTHLAND,
now under the command of CDR Francis C.
Pollard, received a message that the Army
had made contact with the crew of a B-17
Flying Fortress that had g down on ”1{‘
ice cap ahout 40 miles Inland. Th e
had recently exchanged its ubwnlvm {*nt




A

S0OC4 floatplane for a Grumman J2F-5 Duck
amphl sian, flown by LT John A, Pritchard Jr,
Despite a heavy fog, Pritchard and his ra-
, ARMIc Benjamin Bottoms, took off
aged to locate the crashed B-17.

The land around it was badly crevassed,
but there was a smooth field covered with
snow four miles away. Pritchard carefully
set his Duck, with its landing gear retracted,
daown on the snow.

Leaving Bottoms in the plane to maintain
radie contact with the NorrdLAnp, Pritchard
on foot in the direction of the B-17.
s Army {lyers, who had been on the ice
cap for two weeks, were practically frozen
and on the verge of starvation, but they
gave him an enthusiastic welcome. Three of
the men were injured; Pritchard decided to
escort them back to his plane and Ay them
to the NorrHLanp, returning later for the
others,

; MHJHW i

The Coast Guard pilot and the wounded
Army aviators walked back to the Duck, but
mad&tt‘ the circumstances it could not get off
the gmuml with more than three people on
Imarzti One of the Army men had to remain
behind as the plane rose from the snow. By
the time Pritchard reached the coast dark-
ness| had set in, but Poltard ordered the
NORTHLAND'S searchlights turned on to serve

T A% A }ima(::(m, The cutter's crew lined the

raits and cheered as the Duck taxied
alvé::w‘qj: le. '

Early the next morning, Pritchard and
Bottams took off again to pick up another
load of survivors from the B-17, Shortly after
the Duck disappeared from view the weath-
er closed in, and Pollard ordered Pritchard
back to the ship. A few minutes later the cut-
ter's :dfﬁf) picked up Bottoms' message that
the Duck had landed on the ice cap again,
As thle weather grew worse the Mgna]q from

i The LS

Lefh: LT Pritchord's
Grummaon J2F-6 Duck
amphibian oircroft
taxls away fromn the
CGC NORTHLAND,
Pritchard and Botfoms
would everttucily
eqch receive a
posthumaos award of
the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross. ENS
Richard L. Fuller would
iater iose two toes to
frostbite durng an
aftermpt o find
Pritchard’s plane,
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Right: The cutters
Sroms, NormHL.AaND and
EVERGREEN, CIf base
BLUIE Weast 1 on Nov. 6,
1944, Thea NCRTHLAMD
had received dam-
ages in the ice In
ar, The CGCs
R AN GREEN
towed MortHLang first
to lcedand, then to
BT, A Nowy seo-
going tug fhen fowed
fhe cutter to Boston
and back.
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“The crew of a cutter that arrived
at the scene of a smﬂ{cimg with
ropes and cargo nets trailing in the
water would watch helplessly as
men drouned and froze to death,
unable to grab the lines that were
waiting to pull them to safety.”

A A O SO 1 O A5

the plane grew weaker and faded out.
On Dec, 4, Hye volu ntm?‘ﬂ from the NORTH-

LAND landed and began to search for
Pritchard’s J2F, as well as|for the B-17. After
more than a month of fighting the Greenland
winter they gave up and returned to the
ship.

An Army aircraft spotted the wreckage of
the Duck four months later, but Pritchard
and Bottoims were néver found, Both were
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
posthumously. The remaining survivors
from the B-17 were eventually rescued by
Navy and Army aircraft, |

Convoy Duty ‘
GREENLAND WA$ ON THE EDGE OF THE
Battle of the Atlantic, the flght to the death

M ’ :

between the German U-boat force and the
American shipbuilding industry., American
and British designers developed an arsenal
of weaponry that eventually would help turn
the tide — radar, improved sound-detection
equipment, more powerful depth charges,
and improved depth charge-throwing equip-
ment. The first ships equipped with the new
gear were the big Navy destroyers; the
Coast Guard cutters were given low priority.
The 327-foot Treasury-class cutters, with
their roomy hulls and hospital facilities,
turned out to be good escorts and were put
on the transatlantic runs. The duty of es- -
corting the convoys to and from Greenland
fell to the older, smaller cutters that had
been built in the 19208 and ‘30s for search-
and-rescue work and law enforcement, Asg
the Coast Guard prepared for war, the navy
yards loaded them down with additional
guns, depth charges, sound gear and men in
the hope that the cutters could function as
miniature destroyers, At best they made ad-
equate escorts.

The North Atlantic slammed the little
ships around like corks, spilling gear out of
lockers and men out of bunks. When the
weather conditions were right, {reezing
spray could coat the superstructure of a
rolling ship with tons of ice, creating
stability problems the naval architects had
never envisioned. Below decks, steam heat-
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Left: Three PEY-54
Cataling patrol
bombers in formation
off the Greenfand
coast at 7,000 feet in
June 19485,

ing
el
that
Tur
Muor
ship

H

ystems made ships and crews sweat;
found themselves sliding across decks
were soaked with condensation. Arthur
bk, a machinist’'s mate on board the
e, swore he saw footprints on the
s engine room bulkheads.

reaking ice in the paths of the convoys

ad its special set of hazards. A “lead” that

fed to stretch for miles could close up

ﬂn miinutes, suddenly subjecting the cutter's

hudt

to tons of pressure from shifting ice.

When the ice did crack, it got sucked into
propelters, bending and breaking blades, A

- ship with a damaged screw

could head to Boston for repairs
only when time and duty al-
jowed; more than one crew had
to tolerate a nerve-raying pat-
tern of hull vibrations that last-
ed for weeks.

Nervous tension, seasickness
and tack of sleep were combined
with a rarely-mentioned but al-
ways present sense of fear, for
every Coast Guardsman knew
how vulnerable his ship would
be to a German torpedo, At the
beginning of the war most of the
cutters had the portholes in
their hulls welded shut, but
their designers had not both.
ered with watertight compart-
mentation,

The escorts were fighting an
ominous, rarely seen enemy
who usually announced his
presence by blasting the bottom
out of ap unsuspecting mer-
chant ship — and could only be
detected in the form of vague

qtmds in the earphunes of a sonar opera-
tor, The defects of 1940s sound detection
gcﬁdr were exacerbated by the murky arctic
water, with icebergs, temperature layers,

whales, and schools of fish complicating the
actlw%

'The convoy fights came to follow a de-
prkassmg pattern: A merchantman would
suddenly explode, the escorts would dash
to|the scene and rescue a few waterlogged
survivors, the sonar operators would pick
uprau echo that they hoped represented a U-
boat, the cutters would drop depth charges,
and all hands would try to convince them-
belwg that the echo's disappearance meant
thé; subrmarine had been sunk. Occasionally
someone saw or smelled an oil slick that
might have come from a damaged U-boat,
but no one couid be sure, No vessel of the
(Jr erdand Patrol was ever officially credited
‘wl’t sinking a U-boat,

In water whose temperature often actual-
ly qim;med below 32 degrees, a human be-
ing's limbs hegan to go numb in a matter of
miﬂmes. The crew of a cutter that arrived at
the|scene of a sinking with ropes and cargo
nets trailing in the water would watch help-
lessly as men drowned and froze to death,
unable to grab the lines that were waiting to
pull them to safety. When the Army trans-
pm’; Dur« HESTER was torpedoed, Feb. 3, 1943,

g cutters COMANCHE and ESCANABA
thom,ht themselves lucky to save 239 of the
904 jmeqn on hoard.

Cn June 13, 1943, the CGCs MoJave,

"Tm‘r A, Sroris, and Escaxasa and the tug Rar-

TAN were escorting a convoy fron BLUIE

We%t 1 to Newfoundland, At 5:10 a.m. the
men on the Stomis” bridge saw a cloud of yel-
low |and black smoke gush up from the Es-
\
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Right: CGC Eastwing
crewmembers trons-
fer captured Nozl
radio and weather
station supplies back
to the ship Oct. 4,
1944, Ltocating and
dastroying enemy
weather stations was
the job of the Sledge
Patrol.

s “‘“W\M\Mu

CANABA, There were no\‘ sonar contacts and
no radio signals from tr‘e Escanapa, but the
165-foot cutter sank inlthree minutes. The
Stors and Raritan picked up two survivors,
neither of whom had any idea what had hap-
pened. The rest of the Escanasa’s crew of
103, including its cm‘n‘fﬁmnding officer, CDR
Carl Peterson, were lost|

Eventually the Coast Guard worked out
the “retriever system,” whereby a volunteer
in a rubber suit would jump overboard with
arope and tie it nrcmnd‘the survivor's torso,
When the Army freighqc:r NEvADA was sunk
Dec. 16, 1943, the ComancHe was able to res-
cue 29 men — about harf of its crew.

Patrot Bombing ﬁqtuadrmn

THE LITTLE FLOAT PIMNEE; ATTACHED TO
the Greenland Patrol’ f ships had demon-
strated the value of the airplane in arctic
search-and-rescue work. On Aug. 6, 1943, Pa-
trol Bombing Squadron 6, a Navy unit
manned entirely by Coast Guardsmen, be-
gan operating from BLUIE West 1 and Ar;,on—
tia. Bombing 6, wmmmded by Coast Guard
CDR D.B. McDiarmid, was to earn a reputa-
tion as one of the h‘m.ic'isa! and most effective
in Coast Guard aviation histor .

Like every other Coast Guard unit in
Greenland, Bombing 6 had to “do a little of
everything.” 2| PBY-3A Catalinas
searched for U-boats gnd German weather
stations, escorted convovs, delivered mail,
reported on the movements of the ice, and,
on several dozen mtu;ﬁ;imm guided rescue
parties to crashed Ar y and Navy alrcraft.
By November 1944, Bombing 6 had flown
638,998 miles in 6,325 ‘ﬂymgﬁ howurs, s -
ing more than 3 milli (m square miles of ice
cap and pcean,

On the afternoon Dﬁ Feh, 13, 1844, LCDR

14 » Tha .8, Coast Guard and the Greaniand Patrol ‘

John J. McCubbin’s Catalina, on a routine
flight just west of Capé Farewell, happened
upon a British Navy trawler, HMS
SrrathELLA, The little ship had been disabled
by a damaged shaft bearing in a storm on
the North Atlantic convoy run a month earti-
er, and {ts radio had burned out; the
STRATHELLA'S crew had aimost died of thirst
and starvation. McCubbin contacted the cut-
ter Mopoc, which took the stricken trawler
in tow for Greenland. When the British crew-
men sighted the Mopoc they sent &
semaphore signal: “W > and all owe our
lives to you. You did a masterpiece of work,
Someday, perhaps we will be able to show
our appreciation,”

The War Against
German Weather Stations

THE GERMAN HIGH COMMAND APPARENTLY
never seriously considerdd launching a full-
scale olfensive in Greenland, but did contin-
ue to value it as a weather statlon. The con-
voys nccasionally sighted long-range
man aircraft, and the American
Mamed several Allied plane crashes on
gus radio signals emanating from enemy
transmitters hidden in the coastal moun-
tains. ;

In the spring
c:t‘mmumd a
on the east coas
patro! man:
German offi
journey of 300 mller«z nver 1
hm into U.S. custody. The NorTHLAND and
Nowrte Stak, with 26 Army commandos, three
Danish guides, 40 sled dogs and a consider-
able quantity of dog food on hoard, were
given o s to locate the German party's
base and destroy it




The expedition, with No
StAR's captain, Carl C. von Paulse
in command, set out with high
hopes but accomplished little. The
wooden-hulled NORTH STAR got |
damaged in the ice, and the task
force had to make a detour to the
Navy repair facility in lceland. Von
Paulsen shifted his flag to the W
NorTHLAND, After an extensive patidl Blony
the east coast it was established that the
German party had tried to take over the
Sledge Patrol station on Sabine Island, but
that a force of American bombers had de-
stroved it and the Germans had been evacu-
ated by air. The American landing party cap-
tured one German officer who claimed he
was a doctor; von Paulsen suspected that
the man was in fact a Gestapo agent,

In July 1944 the NorTHLAND and the Storis
embarked a force of Army troops and set
out to destroy a German weather station
that the Sledge Patrol had found on the east
coast near Shannon Island. Once again the
Germans fled before the Coast Guard ar-
rived, The Americans found a small, meticu-
lously camouflaged building, a stockpile of
gasolineg drums, food, and ammunition, and
components of a long-range radio transmit-
ter. Wedged in the ice about four miles from
the shore station was an abandoned German
trawler, apparently named Coperg, which
obviously had heen there for some time; its
hudl had been damaged by fire and holed by
an explosion, and two anti-aircraft guns had
been removed from the ship's deck and set

up on 'theice,

-Af dawn on Sept. 1, 1944, the NORTHLAND,
patrolling off Great Koldewey Istand, spot-
ted & trawler that refused to respond to
recognition signals. The cutter’s captain,
LCDR R.W. Butcher, called his crew to battle
stations and gave chase,

Butcher was worried that his quarry
might make for open water, where the stug-
gish NorTHLAND probably would be unable to
keep|up, hut the German captain chose in-
stead to try to lose the Coast Guard cutter
in the ice.

There ensued a three-hour chase over

someg 70 miles, with the NOrRTHLAND'S forward
3-nch gun firing at the trawler whenever it

eared between the ice floes, Just as the
gunners were finding the range the German
vessal was suddenly rocked by a pair of ex-
plmifmw and gquickly sank, scuttied by its
crew.

‘Th‘!e' NortheAND picked up three lifeboats,
ccmt#‘lning elght officers and 20 enlisted
men. The senior German officer, a navy com-
mander, ceremoniously handed his sword
over {kn Butcher, who hung it in the Nowrrmi-
LAND'S wardroom,

|
|
|
|
|
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Lett: The first Germcm
prisoner from a cop-
tured Nozl weather
station on Shannon
Isiand steps aboard
the NorrHLanp Sept, 1,
1944. Ammy 662nd
infantry soldiers
accomponied
crewmembers Qs
Shio's Londing Force.

Inset: The German
prisoners later
enfoyed dinner on
the NORTHLAND'S mess
aeck.

The U5 Coast Guard and the Greanidnd Potrol » 15



Right: Nowzi Navy Aux-
icry Vessed EXTERN-
srEmE, the only Ger-
rnon surface vessel
taken ot seq by
Armerican forces dur-
Ing the war. Foliow-
ing a 12-day search
started Oct. 2, 1944,
the ship surrendered
after the EAstwing
landed three 5-inch . o
scivoss alongside the o
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frawler,
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m:ive‘l;y $t1‘":hll, t‘ubb‘y 8 :
269 feet and a beam of e:t E; nc,hea. but
their diesel power plants génerated a re-
spectable 12,000 horsepgwer. A removable
propeller at the bow was intended to ciear
ice, though that innovation proved impract-
cal in service. "Heeling tanks,” equipped
with powerful pumps, could rock the hull
bhack and forth. Their wide beam enabled
the ships to carry a substantial armament:

two twin 5<nch dual-purpose- gun mounts,

three quadruple 40mm anti-aircraft mounts,
six 20mm anti-aireraft guns, two depth-
charge tracks, six Y’wgum, and a Hedgehog
anti-submarine weapon. |
The designers also fodnd room for a J2F
aircraft and a pair of derricks to handle it
The EAsTwIND, SoutHwiND,iSToRiS, and:NORTH-
LAND, with the designation Task Unit 24.8.5
and the Easrwinn's CAPT Charles W, Thomas
in ¢ wand, were ordered to destroy the
German weather stations on the east coast.
On Oct,
what its observer called “a big ship” about a
100 miles north of Shannon Island. A day lat-
er the same plane, flying on patrol over
North Little Koldewey Island, spotied a pile
of what appeared to be |building materials
on the beach. The Eastwinn headed for the
latter site and, having broken through 12
miles of pack ice under cover of darkness,
put a landing party under LTIG Alden Lewis
ore, The Coast Guards captured a
dozen German military m"%f)nllc'l, several

2 the Eagrwing's aircraft slghted -

sﬁ-mm ke mwne-smaked secret ducuments
that the @&rman commander was about to

‘T‘homas th‘en turned his attention to the
ship his plane had spotted. The vessel, a
183-foot trawler named EXTERNSTEINE, was fi-
nally located, frozen solid in the ice off Shan-
non Island, Oct. 14. The Eastwinp, with the
SouTHWIND providing support, rammed
through the ice until its b-inch guns were
within range. After three salvoes from the
EAsTwiND's forward gun mount landed along-
side the trawler, a blinker signal flashed,
“we give up." The EASTWIND proceeded to
within 200 vards of the German ship and
sent over a prize crew of 32 men. They took
the ExTernsTEINE, which they unofficially re-
named EAsT Breeze, to Iceland. The Navy
gave dhe ship — the only German surface
vessel.taken at sea by American forces dur-
ing the war — the more prosaic name
CaLLAD.

The campalgn against the weather sta-
tions marked the end of American actions
e.‘a‘gﬂ:mst the Germans in Greenland.

Additional Reading

THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE ACCOUNT oF the Coast
Guard’s operations in Greenland is Green-
tand Patrol, the second of the 30 mono-
graphs in the unpublished serles The Coast
Guard at War, prepared by the Coast
Guard's historical section shortly after the
war. The Greenland volume was written by
Fayline de Brodes. The monograph series
was the basis {or the standard published
source on the Coast Guard's wartime activi-
ties, Malcolm F. Willoughby's The LS Coast
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