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THF, EARLIEST LIGHTS IN THE ®ORLID

caaes s p—

The need of lighted beacons to guide water craft along the coasts
must have sugpgested i tself to men as socon es there was much venturing
upon the water. There 1s no record of hiow early such lichts first came

into use. Beacon lights for ships appear to have been used lony before

the Pharos, but there is little information about them, In the fourth
century B. C. detailed sailin; directicns weré written, covering %the whole
Leditr.rranean coazst line; they fail to mention a single lighthouse. It

ir all the more remarkable therefore that the earliest lizht of which there
is definite historical recoxd, should have been the most imposing light—
house structure of all time. Strabo says the Pharos was "adiirebly con~
structed of white marble," and Caesar describes it as a "tower of great
height, of wonderful construction.! There is no full description or re-
presentation of it, but it appears on many Roman coins. It is known to
have been in actual use as a lighthcouse for more than fourteen hundred
years, as it is described by Fdrisi, an Arabian geographer, in 115L:

"This structure is singularly remarkable, ss much because of its height
as of its solidity . . . During the nighv it appears as a star, and during
the day it is distinguished by the smcke." Two centuries later it was
found in ruins, its destruction veiled in mystery. (B)
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THE “PHAROS LIGHT - 260 B.C.

" i The lofty Pharos of Alexandria, near the mouth of the Nile, was com-
pleted under Ptolemy II, about 2¢0 B.C. In height and in fame, it has never
been surpassed by any other 1lijhthouse. It was one of the Seven Yonders of
the ancient world. So synonymous did the name "Pharos!" become for #light-—
house,” that it was adopted as the word for "lichthouse" in the Romance
languages, But the signal which this remarkable tower sent out to the Medi-
Terranean sailor in his galley was the glow and the smoke from &n open fire,
And this feeble source of illumination was used for marine lizhts for cen-
turies ithereafter, (B) -
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WIIALING - 1600-1059

Vhaling hed started from the shore in Scandinavia. The value of the
oil and bene obtained had sent ships of all nations to scouring the seas
in search of whales. Tn the early seventeenth century Spitzbergen had been
vhe center of a whale-oil rush which lasted for thirty years; created the
mushroon city of Blubbertown, north of the Arctie Circle; and, amid a
frenzy reached by no modern oil boom, buried more than 2 thousand whale—
men on nearby Deadman's Island. In the early part of the nineteenth century,
vhen the Atlantic whaling grounds began to be fished out, Hantucket and .



Bedford whalers rourkled Cape Hoin and became active in the Pacific. These
ships first brought the young United States into contact with the islands
of the South Seas and the secluded Orient. In 1l8L9, one of these whalers
cruised through Bering Stralt. The splendid cargo she took quickly spread
the fame of the Arctic whaling grounds, and in 1857, the peak year, four
hundred ships pursued whales in the Arctic. The Arctic whalers wintered
at San Francisco or lfenoluln and sailed north early each spring. TIn the
grounds off Cape Fairweather, Kodiak Ysland or in the Yellow Sea they took
many sperm and right whales. The sperm whale, noted for its sharp teeth,
lsck of whalebone, oil saturated blubber, the "case" in its head from which
pure case oil cen be bailed and at tires containing in its diseased intes-~
tines -.aluable ambergris from which perfumes are made, is not found north
of the Aleutians. As summer drew ncar the whalers worked on north into
Bering Sea, taking the mighty bowhead, -~ a member of the right whale family,
so called because whalemen considersd them the "right" whales to pursue, -
finbacks, humpbacks, and ninety~four sulphur bottoms, largest of all whales.
The latler, unlike the bowhead, which is noted for the long flexible bone
which lines its shaggy mouth, at that time usually worth from eight to ten
thousand dollars per whale, yielded only oil. The discovery of petroleun
in Pennsylvania in 1859 had doomed the whale-oil industry. As a result
most of the whalers in the DEAR'S company (1UU6-1926) sought only bone.
xxz The lowly corset which, rigidly stayed with whalebone, transformed
even the unshapeliest voman into a wasp-waisted hourglass of charm and
beauty, was keeping the Arctic whaling fleet alive. (J)
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HET ENGLAND'S FIRST COLONY - 1602

Cuttyhunk Island {(originally spelled Poo-cuboh-hunk-konnoh) was the
scene of the first Inglish colonization in New England in 1602. Tt was
not until 1823, however, that a lichted beacon was erected on the south-
western point of the Island, later (183¢) being transferred to a 25 foot
tower, LU feet above the sca. In 2, Bartholomew Goswold landed at
Cuttyhunk Island from the bark COMCORD together with 32 other Fnglish men,
They bullt a sedge-thatched house and also a flat bottomed punt on which
they were ferried across the lake to the immer island. From this base
on Cutityhunk, the zZroup went on many exploring expeditions to the surround-
ing islands and mainl nd. They planted Marthats Vineyard with wheat, oats
and barley and gathered the strawberries, raspberries and gooseberries
which abounded there. They enjoyed the scollops, mussels, cockles, lobsters,
crabs, oysters and wilks. Their greatost discovery was sassafras, highly
prized in Un;land as a medical root at the time and they loaded the C(MNCORD
with it for the return journey. During the first week in June, fifty
Indians with their sachem arrived from the mainlond teo attend the first
llew England fish dinner #s guests. On June 10th, 1602, the Indians am-
bushed several of the setilers and wounded one of then in the side. There
had been some trouble, it seemed, over a canoce which had been stolen by
one of the Fnglislmen from Iiills Hap Island near the mainland. The bEnglish-
men became alarmed and on July 23, 1602, the whole group set sail for Tingland,
thus ending the first attempt at colonization in New England. (D)
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EARLY COAL BURNING LIGHTS - 1633-1811

For some time England experimented with the open chauffer. The Tour
de Cordauan at the entrance to the Firth of Forth on the Isle of Liay was
originally lighted by blazing fagots of wood burned in an open chauffer.
This was afterwards changed to an open coal fire and its light was ex-
hibited for over LU0 years. -

Now like many lighthouses on the British coast, this one was owned
and operated by a private individual who was given the right to levy tolls
on all shipping. It was the only instance of its kind in Seotland but
there were many cases in kngland.

Tt wasn't until 1814 that this light was taken over by Parliament from
the Duke of Portland., As soon as the islend and light came into the posses-
sion of the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, a new lighthousc was
erected, burning LOO tons of coal a year and keeping three men feeding ite

Such open lights were far from efficient. The wood flanes lost them-
selves in smoke, while the coal fires were lost in storms, kindled as they
were on the leeward side which was hardly the direction in which they were
most wanted.

Nothing is worse than having a variableness of uncertainty in the ap-
pearance of a light. Detter not exhibit at all than show it irregularly.

with these coal-fired lights the cheracteristic appearance was positively
dangercus. (K)
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CAPTATI KIDD'S THEASURE - 1696

Conanicut Island, Jamestown, Rhode Island, is the location of America's
third oldest lichthouse. BReavertail Point Light was built in 1749. Captain
v41liam Kidd went ashore on Conanicut Island on his return from his ille
fated voyage which began in New York in 1696. Here his good {riend Thomas
Payne awaited him and advised hin against going to Boston, but Kidd trusted
Governor Bellomont, one of his royal partners, who was then in Boston and
for this trust Kidd was later hanged in England, Many claim that Kidd's
treasure is still buried on Conanicut Island. (D)
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FIRST AMERICAN LIGHTHOUSE - 1716

_ The nunber of lights in the world was relatively small when the first
lighthouse in the North American colonies vas established on Great Brewster
Island at Boston in 1716. This light was destroyed by the British in 1776
and the present lizht erected on Little Brewster or Lighthouse Island in 1783.

(). (L)
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FIRST FOG SICNAL - 1719

A cannon installed at Boston Light in 1719 constituted the first fog
signal. Bells, both hand and clockwork-opercted, were enployed quite early,
as werce bell boats. The first air fog whistle was established at RBeavertail
in 1851, and the first steam whistle came into use at the same station in
1857. Sirens were installed in lt68, to be followed some time later by the
diaphone and other technical improvements. (C)
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A 1IORZIOR SHIP - 1729

The passengers of a "horror ship" were landed in 1729 near what was
later to be the site of old Lionomoy Light, Yonomoy Point, Mass. The GUORGE
& ANN had been ocut nearly four months from Dublin, Ireland. More than 100
people had died of a terrible sickness, but there was still not enough food
to go around. Contrary westerly winds had delayed the vessel day after day
until Nantucket Sound was reached. By this time the remaining passengers
suspected the captain of starving them all in order %o acquire their posses-
sions. In October, Captain Lothrop, sailing south iu a Boston packet, sight-
ed the ship flying a distress signal and came alongside. The crazed passen—
gers were by this tine reduced to fifteen biscuits and a few pints of water.
They begged Capbain Lothrop to pilot them to the nearest land, which was
Monomoy Point, and threatened to drop their own captain over the side if
he did not concur. Iie finally gave in and Captain Lothrop piloted them to
ionomoy. The head of this Scotch-Irish iroup which was headed for lilster
County, New York, was Charles Clinton, from whom were descended General
Japes Clinton of Revelutionmary War fame, Vice President George Clinton
and DeWitt Clinton, Governor of lew York and builder of the Erie Canal. (D)
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CHINA ORGANIZFD FIRST LIF¥ SAVINC STATIONS -~ 1737

To China goes the honor for.organizing the first life saving stations
and even these were of comparstively recent orizin. The earliest traceable
Chinese records credit the Pa district with five lifebozt stations in com~
mission on the llin River and two of its tributaries in the year 1737. This -
first government lifesaving service came into being through imperial cormand
and seens to have been prid for out of the genoral land and rice taxes. In
succeeding years other lifesaving stations werc created at such points as
would scen to justify their existence, Floods and typhoons sweeping out of
the China Sea frequently imperiled Chinese shippin: and watery deaths were
the common lot of Chinese boatmen and rivermen. Benevolent societies also
maintained their own boats much after the fashion of many Furopean countries
today. The crews of the boats were volunteers who were paid for theip services
vhenever they went to the assistance of the shipwrecked. Special awards were
also gilven to those who displayed exenplary heroism and lifesavers who suc-
ceeded in restoring teo life those apparently drowned. (F)
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DISCOVERY OF AIASEA - 17h1

Early In the eighteenth century, after Russian explorers had pushed
eastw.rd across Siberia to the Pacific, the Tsar had ordered Vitus Bering
to explore the unknown seas and lands beyond. On his first voyage Bering
salled the sea which bears his name, that broad, shallow body of water
extendin; from the Aleutians to the Arctic. In 1741 Bering sailed from
Kamchatka along the Aleutians on a second cruise and reached the Alaskan
mainland. Upon the retum passage his ship was wrecked on an island of
the Commander group. Bering died, but the splendid sea-otter furs which
his half starved coripanions took back to Siberia in their rebuilt craft,
caused traders of all nations to stampede for the Aleutians and thence to
Alaska. Fur trading posts established by the Russian-Anerican Company
had soon developed the interior of the country in the same nanner that
the posts of the "Gentlemen Adventurers® of the Iludson Nay Company were
developing the interior of Canada. (J)
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LIGITS OF HISTORIC!L INTEHTST = 1764

The following are light stations which hrwe acquired historiecal
iuterest: the massive tower at Sandy Hook, built in 176l, oldest light
tower in present use; the tower at Cape Florida, no longer lighted, which
was attacked in the Seminole "ar, when the Indians atterpted to roast the
keeper to death in the balcony of his tower; Race Rock in the entrance to
Long Tsland Sound, built by the noted Captain Scott, whose encineer was
F. Tlopkinson Smith, also author and artist; liinots Ledge, nost notable of
American lighthouses, with its dramatic story of five years of construction
work on a sunken ledge; the difficult station on Tillanoocic Rock, off the
Oregon coast, exposed to the fury of the Pacific; Spectacle Reef, a notable
engineering work in Lake Huron; Stannard Rock, a similar structure in Lake
Superior, both standing on reefs and subject to the full force of the ice
and storms of the Great Lakes; and the tower, no longer lighted, at Cromm
Foint overlooking Lake Charplain, erected by Vermont and lew York in con-
memoration of the tercentenary of the discovery of the Lake, and embellished
with a bronze bust by the great French sculptor Rodin. (B)
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FIRST LIFEBOAT - 1765

In 1765 a Frenchman, Bemiéres, invented what is now zenerally ae-

Imowledged to have been the viorld's first lifeboat, that is to say, a Spe-
cially designed and constructed boat vhose sole purpose was lifesaving. The
Chinese and Duropean boats had been ord.nary craft diverted to lifesaving
work when necessity arose. Although the evidence is extremely scanty that
Bernieres boat ever saw actual service, it was put throuch a series of con-
vineing tests in the Seine River in that vear before an enthusiastic crowd,
The bort would not sink although it was allowed to £ill to the gunwrles. F)
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EARLIEST COLONIAL BUOYS - 1767

There is mention of buoys in the Delaware River as early as 1767. (C)

L
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CAFE HENIOFEN LICGHT - 1767-1926

when the sea encroaches, it is often impossible to protect and save an
old station at a reasonable cost. “'hen the chenge in conditions does not
warrant the abandomment of the light, it is usually less ex.ensive to move
the tower or to build another lighthouse on a more protected site, Thus

. along the low lying, sandy south Atlantic and Gulf coasts, many of the

early towers have succumbed to the sea, at different times, or the later
metal. structures have been dismantled and moved back to safety. In 1926
the historie lighthouse at Cape Henlopen was destroyed by the inroads of
the Atlantic, which cut the sand from under its foundations. Henlopen was
one of the colonial lights, built in 1767, and unavailing efforts had been
made to procted it. Its value to shipping, however, had been quite super-
geded by the light and fog si;mal station on the Delaware Breakwater, and
by the lightships a:.d lighted buoys marking the entrance to Delaware Bay.
Henlopen tower vas built on the top of a sand dune, about a mile from the
shore. Its history of one hundred and’ fifty-nine years was one of struggle
with the moving dunes and eroding shores; it also suffered partial destruc-
tion in the revclutionary days. (B)
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COLONIAL LIGHTHOUS!'S BUILT BY LOTTLERITS

As maritime comnerce was so inportant to American life, lighthouses;
in addition to the one at Boston,were constructed by the severrl colonies.
Eleven were established in all. Several of the lights were built with the
proceeds of lotteries, notably New London and ‘Sandy Hook, and the problem
of upkeep wms usually solved by the imposition of a tax on vessels enter-
ing and leaving port. (C)
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REVOLUTIONARY ORDNANCE - 1776

An early letter dated Boston 1776 reads:

"There is so great a demand for guns here for fitting out privateers
that those old things that used to stick in the _round, particularly at
Bowa's Corner (now corner of State and Vashington Streets, Boston) have
been taken up and sold at an immoderate pricej; that at Mr. Bowes was sold
to Kr. Jones for fifty dollars. Imagine it will split in the first attempt
to fire it." (E)
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FIRST OCCIDENTAL LIFRBOAT STATION - 1766

1786 saw the first occidental lifeboat station at Bamborough Castle,
England. Archdeacon John Sharp, trustes of Lord Crewe's estate and ths
castle, motivated by a desire to help the shipmrecl:ed, repaired part of
the castle, provided a lifeboat and necessary equipnent, and ordered a
vonstant watch to be kept from the tower for ships in distress. During.
stoms tvwo men potrolled the nearby coast on horseback so as to give in-
stant alarm to the castle in case of a ship's coning astore, (F)
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 PROTECTION OF ALASKAN SEALS 1707-1945

Discovered about 1707 by lussians, the Pribilof Islsnds, where seal
herds congregeted each year to breed, remained their posacssion until
ceded to the United States in 1867. Until lcOFthere were a number of
Russian companies on the islands, and the seals werc ruthlessly slaughtered
regardless of age or sex. The killings were suspended in 1806-7 but re—
suned in 1608 and contimued thereafter for 26 years with little regard for
preserving the herd. By 1U3L the herd vas threntened with extermination
and killing was again prohibited. Next jear the killing of only male seals
was adopted. The herd grew until, in 1867, when the islonds were ceded to
the United States there were about 5,000,000 seals on the islands, as many

as there had been in 1787.

For four years after we took ;ossession, the seal islands were free
to all and 250,000 seals were taxen in one season. After 1070, however,
the catch was strictly lirited and the monopoly for killing the seals
leased to the Alaska Commercial Coripany for 20 years. At the expiration of
this period, a new lease vas node with the North American Commercial Company
which ran unt’'1l 1910, ‘

From 1870 until 1ub6 about 100,000 male seals were taken on the islands
annually without affecting the size of the herd to any appreciable degree. -
From 1tub, pelagic sealing, or killing of seals, mostly femeles, at sea

" increased. There was a rapid falling off in the herd and in 1890 the number

which could be legitimatcly tsken was reduced to 25,000 annmually. A rodus
vivendi in 1891 with Great Britain prohibited all sealing. This wes Tollowed
by the Paris Tribunal in 1893, which established a closed season frorm i'ay 1
to August 1 and a closed gonc for 60 miles around the Pribilof Islands.
Thereupon the sealing vessels went over to the Asiatic shores where killings
increased. lost of the gains were lost by permitting killings outside the
60 mile zone. In 1894 the RBLAR placed guards on the islands and in 1895
a new modus vivendi was proposed. In 1u97 "an act prohibiting the killing
of fur seals in the waters of MNorth Pacific Ocean" (30 Stat. L. 226) authorized
the seizure and search of any American vessel violatin; the act, In 1910 the
U. S. Covernment took over sealing operations from the private lessees*of the
LOC natives of the Pribilofs. Pelazic sealin; continued, however, and on
July 7, 1911, a convention between the United States, Great Britain, Japan
and Russia prohibited the taking of fur seals and sea otters in the North
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, north of 30C latitude, except under specifiecd
conditions by natives for food and clothing.

- - _ _



In Cetober 1940, Japan jave notice of its intention of abrogating this
convention within one year, and socon after this action became effective,
World War II broke out.

No pelagic sealing was possible under war conditions and under. the
Act of Surrender of Japan of 1945, Japanese are not permitted to leave the
islands except under close supervision of the occupation authorities. (L)
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FRUSNEL LFNS - 1768

The trouble with open lights was the lack of a penetratin; bean sent
out over the seay the light shot up and down as well as out. So the problem
was to collect these rays and throw them all into one illumination spreading

in a 7V shape. -

At first this was done by reflectors. But in 1788 the Fresnel lens
vas invented. This was the begimning of the perfect lighting equipment
for concentrating light.

It was not long after 170u before lir. Thomas Stevenson - father of the
poet Robert Louis - constructed his holophotal prisms. This provided total
or internal reflections within the glass instead of reflections from metallic
mirrors. It may be truly said that the father of the farous poet was also
the father of the modern lishthouse. 7¥e dontt know which doe® him the great-
er henor.

As soon as fixed lights were perfected, experimentation was started
with different colcrs to distingiiish one light from another along the coast.

Blue and green proved of shorb vis bility. Red was most suitable as a
marked distinetion. And the use of a revolving lisht regulated by clockwokl,
not only made use of the full strength of the light but added to that strength
by a pradual decrease to total darimess. Contrast often counts more than any
color.

As for oil, we have had vegetable oil, such as colza, whale oil, lard,
and kerosene. Today, lights that are located on the mainland and near elec-—
tricity are gquipped with electric power for steady and flashing lights 3
while other devices, in revolving, use pots filled with mercury by which
the steel turret, on which is mounted the illuminating apparatus, can be
made to revolve accurately. (¥)

e 2

TWELVE COLONIAL LICGHTS ACQ IRED BY U. S, - 1789

The importance of seacoast lights to the new U. S. government was re-
flected in the fact that one of !/ashington's first acts as President was to
write the keeper of Sandy Hook Light directing that it be kept burning until
provision for its maintenance might be made, and the urgency of the situation

I



was also shown by the speed with which the Congress worked, Bv the act of
Aucust 7, 1789, the ninth statute passed under the Constitution, the national
government accepted title to all twelve li;hts then in existence, snd the
lizhthouses beca:e fmee to ships of all countries. At the time the lights
were transferred, Liassachusetts alsc turned over four buoys and Pennsylvania
three. (C)
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FIRST U. S. LIGHTHOUSE REPORT - 1790

In 1769, the ninth act »assed by the first Congress provided for taking
over the 1li;;hthouses which had been built by the former Colonies. This
act was the first provision made by the United States government for jublic
works. The first report on the lighthouses was made by Alexander Hamilton

to Vashington in 1790. (B)
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AIFXANDRER HA .ILTON RLCOL.THNDS TEN RIVENUE CUTTERS - 1790

On April 22, 1790, Alexander Hamilton, First Secretary of the Treasury,
"in obedience to the order of the House of Representatives of the 19th of
Jamuary, last! made the first recormendation for revenue cutters. The re-
camnnendation vas made in his report on the "Act to regulate the collection
of the duties imyosed by law on the tonna es of ships or vessels, and on
soods, wares and merchandise imported inte the United states." In course
of his report llamilton made the following comment on Section V of this
proposed act:

uSection V. This section conbeuplates a provision of boats for
securing; the collection of the revenue, but no authority to provide
then is anywhere ;jiven. Information from several quarters yroves the
necessi ty of having them, nor can they, in the opinion of the Secretary
fail to contribute, in a material degreec, to the security of the re-
venue, much more than will compensate for the expense of the establish-
ment: the utility of which will increase in proportion as the public
exigencies may require an auyjmentation of the duties. An objiection

has been made to the neasure, as betraying an improper distrust of the
merchants, but that objection can have no weight, when it is considered
that it would be equally applicable to all the precautions comprehended
in the existing systen; all which proceed on a supposition too well
founded, to be doubted, that there are persons concerned in trade in
every cointry, who will, if they can, evade the public duties for their
private benefit. Justice to the body of merchants of the United States
demands an acknowledgement, that they have, very generally, manifested
a disposition to conform to the national laws, which does them honor,
and authorize confidence in their probity. Dut every considerate
number of that body knows that this confidence admits of exceptions,
and that it is essentially the interest of the ;reater number, that
every possible ;uards should be set on the fraudulent few, which

does not in fact, tend to the embarrassment of trade. 7



The following is submitbed a2s a proper establishment for the purpose.

That there be ten boats, two for the coasts, bays and harbors of
v.assachusetts and New Hanmpshire, one for the sounds between Long
Island and Connecticut; one for the Bay of New York; one for the
Bay of Delawarej two for the Bay of Chesapeake; (these of course,

to ply along the neighboring coasts;) one for the coasts, bays and
harbors of North Carolina; one for the cozsts,bays and harbors of
South Carolinza; and one {or the coasts, bays and harbors of Georgia.

Boats of from thirty six to forty feet keel, will enswer the purpose,
each having one captain, one lieutenant, and six mariners, and srmed
with swivels. The [irst cost of one of these boats, completely
equipped, may be computed at one thousand dollars,

The following is an estinete of the Annual Txpense:

10 Captains at L0 Dollars per month  Lu0O
10 Lieutenants - at 25 Ditto per ditto 3000
60 Seamen at 8 Ditto per ditto 5760
Provisions : 3000
Wear and Tear 2000

Dollars 18 ,560

The utility of an establishment of this nature must depend on the
exertion, vigilance, and fidelity of those, to whor the charge of

the boats shall be confided. If these are not respectable characters,
they will rather serve to screen than detect frauds. To procure such,
a liberal compensation must be ;iven, and, in addition to this, it
will, in the opinion of the Secretary, be advisable, that they be
comnissioned as officers of the Navy.i This will not only induce fit
men, the nore resadily to engage, but will attach them to their duty
by a nicer sense of honor."

Congress passed the act of August L, 1790, thus establishing the
first seagoing service of the new United States. Congress provided for a
master, first, second and third mate, four mariners and two boys for ecch
cutter. The master was to receive 30 dollars a month and the subsistence
of a captain in the U. S. Amy. The nates were to receive 20, 15 and 14
dollars a month respectively, with subsistence of Army lieutenants. The
nmariners got U dollars a month and the toys L, - both being granted a
‘goldiers subsistence,

The cutters that were built were the [IASSACIHUSETTS and SCALLTL
(coast of Massachusetts and Mew Ilampshire); the ARGUS (Long Islan?! Sound); *
the VIGILANT (New York); the GENFRAL GREENE (Delaware Bay ); the ACTIVE and
VIRGINIA (Chesapeake Bay); the DILIGENCE (North Carolina); the SCUTH
CAROLINA (South Carolina); and PICKTRING (Georgia).

Congress authorized Officers of the Customs to board every ship ar-
riving in the United States or within four lea;ues of the ceoast bound for
its shores; to search every part of the ship, certify her manifest, fasten
her hztches and remain on her until she docked.

1, This referred to the Revolutionary Navy. The U. 5. Navy was not esta-
blished until 1798, .
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"Hence, it will be necessary," Hamilton advised them "for you from
tine to time to ply along the cossts in the neizhborhood of your
station, and to traverse the different uarts of the vaters which it
comprehends., To {ix yourself constantly or even generally at one
position, would in a great measure defeat the purpose of the esta-
blistment. It would confine your vigilance to a particular spot,

and allow. full scope to fraudulent practices everywhere else." (E) (L)
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« MBLACK MARIA"- 1791

Back in 1790 Alexander Hanmilton, in asking Congress for "ten boats"
Tor the protection of the revenue had specified that they be "armed with
swivels." These were si.ply cannon on a revolving base that could be
turned in any direction. OQrders were placed for the construction of these
“ten boats" in various shipyards alen; the coast, and one shipyard which
was building the FERRRT, later to be renamed the SCAITEL, was at Portsmouth,
New Hampshire. They had ordered the "swivels" from Philadelphia and they
were to be delivered before the expected launching of the SCAITTL in
October 1791,

The lower Delaware Bay region was at this time the hangout for srmgglers
and a group of these, learning that the "swivels" were tc be delivered over-
land from Philadelphia decided to highjack the shipment which was going by
cart over the hijhway to lew York and then to Portsmouth. This would have
served a double purpose of deprivin_ the scon to be launched SCAL EL, design-
ed to ".rotect the revenue" of its guns and at the same tinme of reinforecin,:
the smuggler's fleet by the addition of these moveable cannon,

The plan might have worked but for "Black Varia." "Rlack Maria" was
a colored teamstress, named laria Lee, employed by the cor pany. She was
a veritable "Black Bomber™ who could take care of any six ordinary men, it
was reputed, in single fracas. In due course the srugglers, totally obli-
vious of the fate in store for them surpriscd the wa ons bearin;; the “swivels"
on the Philadelphia~liew York highway. "Black llaria® did veoman service for
the infant Revenue larine that day. After laying out six smzclers cold in

- their tracks she looked for a seventh but found none on his feet. Tounting

hex wagon she proceeded on her journcy to New York unnmolested. Thus Alexander
Hamilton, by the grace of "Black Faria" sot his swivels, and Captain Hopley
Yeaton, bearing his first commission issued to a seagoing officer of these
United States, took command of the SCAMMIL.

As for "Black Maria" her fame jrew. She opened a sailorts boarding
house in Doston and was of great assistance to the authorities in keeping
the peace, the entire lawless element in that locality standing in awe
of her. ‘henever an unusually troublesome person was to be taken to the
station house, "Black !liaria" was likely to be called upon. So frequently
was her help required that the expression "Send for Black Maria!' came to
be synonymous with "Take hin to jaill"  (I)
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FIRST CUTTERS HAD ENGLISH ORDNANCE - 1791

The original revenue cutters were armed with ordnance of Fnglish and
foreign manufacture. The country was young in 1791, the zovernment scarcely
organized and in zood working order, while arsenals, navy yards, docks, and
storehouses had not even been thought of. (E)

* #* W #
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RCLSON FOR USE OF CUTTERS - 1791

In a circular dated June 1, 1791, Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of
the Treasury, .ave the real reason why "boats" were needed to protect the
revenue. "It is well known" he wrote "that one of the most extensive
cases of illicit trade is that which Ls here intended to be _uarded against -
that of unlading; goods before the arrival of a vessel in a port, in coasters
and other spmall vessels, which convey them clandestinely to land." (E)

#* o N % #

FIRST CUITE:R RATIONS NIND CENTS PER MEAL

On November 17, 1791, Secretary Hamilton decided to change the method
of rationing the first boats of the Revenue Marine, predecessor of the
Coast Guard. The price to be paid for rations was not to exceed 12 cents
for each man per day. The first allotment for pay and rations in conformity
with act of Congress had been 9 cents per ration. (E)

* # o

FIRST REVENUE MARINE COURT MARTIAL - 1793

The first charges preferred against any officer in the Revenue Marine,
predecessor of the Coast Guard, occurred on board the 'ASSAGIHUSETTS on
December 7, 1793. The offender, a third lieutenant was summarily dismissed
from the service for speaking disrespectfully of his superior officers in
public company, insulting Captain John Foster '7illiams on board, and before
company, for keeping bad women on board the cuttor in Boston and setting a
bad example to the men by orderin; them to brinz the wonmen on horrd at
night and carrying them on shore in the morning, and for writing an order
in the name of the commanding officer. (E)
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PIRST LIGHTKEEFRRS - 1794

State of the Liﬁghﬁhouses* erected on the headlands and island of the United States

n what state l/here situated : Number  Superintendents Keepers

New Hampshire New Castle ISJ.B;Id, near Portsmouth One Joseph whipple Titus Salter

Massachusetts Nantucket Island One Benjamin Lincoln  Paul Pinkham
Ditto -  Thatcherts Island Two Ditto Joseph Soward
Ditbo = . Plumb Island, near Newbury Port Trwo Ditto Abner Lowell
Ditto Portland Head ' One Ditto Joseph Greenleaf
Ditto Light-house in Noston bay One . Ditte Thomas Knox
Ditto On the Gurnet, near Plymouth one with Ditto John Thomas

la:;:gms

Rhods Island On Conaniut I,slanci - One William Cllery William Martin

Connecticut At the mouth of Thame's River One Jededish Nuntington Daniel Harris

New Jersey Sandy Hook, New York Bay One Tho .Randall of N.Y. llatthew Ely

Delawars Cape Ilenlcpen, Delaware One YmAllibone of Ph  Abraham Hargis

Virginia Cape Henry, Chesapeak Bay One ¥illiam Lindsay Laban Goffigan

North-Carclina Cape Fear Island (nearly doinpleted) One
South~Carolina !iddle Bay Island, Near Charleston One ldward Blake ~  Thomas Hollingsby
Georgiz Tybee, near Savannah ) One John Habersham

# N, T. These, and all the Leacons, buoys, public piers, and stakeages, for the protection and guidance
of ships, are under the Superintendence of the Commissioner of the Kevenue, in the department of
the treasur~ of the United States. ¢
The lightkeepers of 1794. The above is 2 complete list of lighthouses and kecpers five years
after the setting up of the United Stotes government. . From the United States Register, 179k, (J)
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SUPFRISSTON OF THF SLAVE TRAFFIC 179L-1861

Soon after its creation the Revenue !Marine had a new duty thrust upon
it, 'hile the law of liarch 22, 179k, prohibiting the slave trade between
the United States and foreign countries,did not specify that the cutters
should enforce it, they were nevertheless, instructed to do so. Their
efforts did not cease until the Civil Vlar, Overhauling slave runners be-
came an additional duty and many slavers were captured some 487 negroes
being liverated over the years, !‘any more were liberated byv death.
Revenue cutter captains came ashore sometimes with ugly stories of having
pursued a suspected slaver only to find no slaves aboard when the ship
had been overtaken after a long chase. But the telltale stench was all
too eloguent proof that they had been aboard not so many hours before. (F) (I)

* *.E K #*

CAPE IIATTESS LIGHT 179¢-1U71, 1870 -

. The first light tower at Cape llatteras was built in 1798. A new tower
was built and tie light in it first displayed in December 1U70 and a few
months later in February 1871 the old tower was destroyed. In 1936 it was
decided to abandon the tower whicl. had stood since 1U70 because of the en-
croaching sea. It had been replaced by a light on a netal structupe
placed farther back from the sea. In 1937 the tower was turned over to
the National Park Service. Considerable work was dene to prevent ‘beach
erosion with successful results. In 1950 the U0 year old tower was again
put to use rousing a new and powerful light. (B) (L)

o H

QUASI AR WIT.. FRANCE - 1798-99

By 1794, the British and French, in their struggle to control the sea
were capturing and plundering American vessels to prevent them from aiding
the other side, A treaty with Great Britain in 1795 relieved the British
pressure bub increased it from the French side. The corsairs of Algiers
were orderin; American vessels to herve to outside the Straits of Gibraltar
while they helped themselves to their cargoes and took American sailors
as slaves. Congress in 179} authorized the President to build or bus six
frigates. Construction on these continued in 1795 even though an humiliat-
ing payment of 2 million dollar ransom for American captives and the promise
of an annual tribute seemed to satisfy the Dey of Algiers, For more than 300
American vessels had been carried into foreign ports by French cruisers and
privateers charged with carrying contraband, The U. S, tried diplomscy but
the French, represented by tlessieurs XYZ demanded 32 million florins. Charles
C. Pinckney, representin, the United States, gave the answer "Million for
defense, but not one cent for tribute: ©

President Adans lacked a Navy except three partially built frigates,

and the Revenue Cutters. Congress in 1797 ordered the cutters that were
beginning to replace the original ten, reinforced and their coriplements

ki -



increased and authorized the President to use them to defend the seacoast
and repel any hostility. vhen the Treaty of Alliance with France was
abrogated by Congress on July 7, 1798, the Devenue Cutters conprised one
third of the United Stetes fleet at sea. Navy Secretary Stoddert that
winter developed a plan to sweep the French from the “'est Indies, and the
President ordered Treasury Secretary Wolcott to place the Treasury fleet

at the Navy's disposal. A few months later Congress ratified this action.
The cutters were to cooperate with the Wavy whenever the  resident directed.
The cutters had already Leen at sea for two months with Mavy Commodore John
Barry, - the GOVEMNOR JAY, GENERAL GiBFEE and TAGIE on the llavana station:
the SOUTH CAROLINA helping to puard the Windward Passage; the PICKRERING,
SCALTL and DILIGLICE at Prince Rupert's Bay, and the VIRGINIA at St. Kitts.
They nade frequent eruises throush the islands, convoying American merchant-
men on their way home with carzoes of Sugar, rum and riolasses and guarding
supply ships on their way to the Test Indian Squadron. In the sunmer and
fall of 1799, twenty vessels under the French flas, priveteers »nd others,
were capbured by the four fleets and of these 16 were made prizes b ves-
sels of the Revenue l'arine, unaided, while they assisted in the capture of
two others., Altogether, between 1798 and 1600, 8 vessels were captured

by the Aierican {lcets, .

The PICKLMING, which outdid all others by capturing four, was lost
in a2 storm, with all hrnds, in 1000 en route from Mew Castle, Delaware to
her station at Guadaloupe. Peace with France early in 1801 found the
Revenue l‘arine with 17 vessels, many experienced officers, well trained
crews and an «nviable record in peace and war. (GXIL)

* % % ¥ B

BEST ANCHITECTTRE T LAHLY LICHTHOUSES

In the sarly masonry lighthouses some of the best architecture of
this country was to be found. The structures were sirple and dignified,
designed honestly to meet their purpose, and strikinzly located. Such
are the colonial and carly federal lizhthouses, as well as some of the

‘magsive and taller brick structures built in the fifties and sixties of

the last century. Then lighthouse desipgn becane ornate, like other archi-

tecture in the United States, and the towers were over-decorated. Of

this Cape latiteras and Staten Island 1li;hthouses are exanples. (B)
4 3 % 3

GEORGE WASHINGTCY SINHED EARLY LIGHTHOUST PLIERS

Weshington gave frequent abtention to the conduct of the 1i;hthouses,
and the early files contain wany papers signed b him. That early lighte
house file, covering the (irst half century of the Republic, is of special
interest Tor the light it throws on the size and manner of this governnent
in its early stapges. All the papers are formal in languagze but simple in
fact, and the whole is set to a scale hardly thinkable now. For exannle,
the President personally approved the rate of compensation of every person,
as'well as every contract made., (B)

5 T
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JEFFERSON OPPOSTD HLEEDITARY LIGITHOUST. KEFPERS

There are outspoken endorsements by Jefferson on the subject of light-
house personnel: "I think the keepers of lighthouse should be dismissed
for small degrees of remissness, because of the calamities which even these
produce." And this: "I have constantly refused to give in to the method
of making offices hereditary. Ihenever this one becomes vacant, the claims
of Jared Hand mey be considered with those of other competitors." . (B)

¥ o# 3% 3% ¥

_ JEFFERSON FAVORED "PROPURLY PROPORTIONID® LIGHTHOUS!. SALARIES

Jefferson virote: "I have kept the papers on the subject of raising
the salaries of certein lighthouse keepers longer than usual, because I
know that the systematic pressure on every government for augmenting
salaries requires serious consideration. However, if the splaries at
present are not properly proportioned ancng themselves, I think it will
be just and expedient to make them so, once for all, and thereafter to
withstand individual solicitation for particular augmentations."™ (B)

#* % W R

EARIY PRFSIDINTS FOLLOVCD LIGHTIOUS! DiTAILS

A vast chanje has occurred since Presidents thenmselves wrote such
endorsevents as these: "The appointment of William Helms to be the keeper
of the Lighthouse at Smiths Point is approved. Salary $250. Th. Jefferson,n
or this one: "Let John Whalton be appointed keeper of the floating lights
on Carysfort Reef with a salary of $700 a year. J. Q. Adaus." (B)

3 3 %

FIRST LIFIBOAT STATION - 1807

The duties of the Coast Guard on the land can be traced even farther
back than its seagoin; history. In 1785 there was organized the '‘assachusetts
llumanc Society, patberned after the Royal Humane Society of Tnpgland which
dated from 1774, and whose broad policy of relief included persons on ves-
sels in distress, The first lifebort station was established by this or-
ganization at Cohassot, llassachusetts, in 1807; Boats were manned entirely
on a voluntary basis, in nuch the sane way as volunteer fire departments
function in many tomms today. The first lifeboat is said to have been
designed by a Rritish coachmaker, Lionel Luken, but the use of such boats
for rescue received little encouragement until, as a result of the efforts
of Sir William Hillary, the Royal National Life Boat Institution of Great
Britain was founded in 182L. In this respect, at least, the Massachusetts
Humane Society anticipated action abroad. (C)

L
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FIRST A ERICAN LIFEROIT - 18207

Arerica‘'s first lifeboat vas built =t Nantucket by William Raymond
in 1607. This boat was thirty {eet long, was lined with cork inside and
outside the junwales, and much resenbled the common whaleboat of that
time, except for the bottom, which was flatter. s it wes rowed by ten
men with two more at each end handling sweeps instead of a rudcer. Raymond's
boat could carry twenty persons safely and live through the most boisterous
seéas. On the advice of mariners, the Humane Society stationed this boat at
Cohasset, lass. that same year. Lxcept for the Chinese bonts =nd the lone
boat at Bamborough Castle, En;land, this was the world's {irst lifeboat
station xxx. (F)

3 & % 8

TWELVE CUTTE RS ENFORCHD JUFFLISON'S EUMBARCO - 1u0U

On November 29, 1HOU, Secretary Gallatin of the Treasury Department
wrote:

"I think that, solely with a view to the execution of the ordinary
revenue laws, three additional cutters would be suffjcient. xxx But, for
‘the purpose of carrying into effect laws which prohibit exportation and
restrain importations, more efficient means must be used than are now
authorized. sox We want small, fast sailing vessels, ten of which will re-
quire a less number of men than the smallest frigate, and will cover much
more zrouvnd. xxx I propose that they should be revenue cutters xxx.!

He therefore, proposed twelve new cutters to cost $10,000 each at an
annual maintenance cost of $9,000 each. (E)

R R

EARLY PRONOTIONS OBTAINID "AS BFST THE APPLICANT COULDW

"In the early history of the Service" writesz one of its oldest and
most distinguished oflicers, "promotions were not made by seniority, but
were obtained as best the applicant could; the officers were not transferred
to other vessels or stations, and vere generally appointed by the captains
of the different vessels, and Collectors of Customs, who nominated them for
a commission to the Secretary of the Treasury, who could at any time cancel
their cormissions." (E)

% o %
WAR OF 1812

“hen England and Napoleon resumed hostilities in 1803, T'ngland forbade
our Jest Indies - luropean trade. Napoleon retaliated by closing the ports
of Jlamburg and Bremen. The British announced a continental blockade from
Brest to the Flbe Hiver. Napoleon answered with a counter-blockade of the
British Isles. Then Fnjland ordered her men-of-war to search American ves—
sels on the high seas and press so~called British subject into her navy.
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President Jefferson asked for an embargo and on December 7, 1607, Congress
complied, forbidding any American vessel larger than five tons to leave any
of our ports unless she sailed for another U. $. port. 4

To enforece this law Secretary Gallatin asked Congress for new cutters:

t "We want small, fast sailing vessels, ten of which will require
less number of men than the smallest frigate and will cover more ground.
For you will be pleased to observe thrt Lhere are but six vessels belonging
to the navy, under the size of frigates; and that number is inadequate to
the extent of the coast, and number of harbors to be watched."

Accordingly in lo09, twelve new cutters were authorized; varying in
sige fram 70 to 130 tons and corrying 6 6o 10- four-pounders or twelve-
pounder carronades and be manned by fifteen to thirty seamen. Fach was to
cost between U and 12 thousand dollars exclusive of uns.,

Hatred of the embargo grew daily and smugziling grew with it. Vessels
bound for another U. S. port would be "blown off the course” landing at
Bermuda, St. Kitits or Halifax. Cutters received orders to stop every sus-
pected vessel on any river or bay, as well as offshore. Pitched battles
vetween cutters and smugplers ensued. VWhen war was finally declared on
June 18, 1812, President Madison ordered nine of the sixteen cutters to
cooperate with the Navy.

ithin a week the JEFFLRSON seized the PATRIOT, the first prize of
the war and soon after the MADISON brought the brig SHAMROCK, 300 tons,
into Savannah, following this with the capture of the WADE, laden with
$20,000 in specie. 7The VIGILANT captured the British ship DART, sailing
under letters of Marque, after a battle between Newport and Block Island..

One of the most fameous incidents is recounted in the New York Evening
Post of October 1l and October 1Y, 18lL, by a passenger who had left New
York on the sloop SUSAN for New llaven on October 9th:

"On the 1lth, at 6 A. I'. when I went on deck, the English 18 gun
beig DISPATCH, was in company with her two boats, bthe tender and one sloop,
all in pursuit of the Revenue Cubter FAGIF, Captain Lee with verv light
treeze from the southeast. The boats about U o‘clock returned to the brig,
havin:;; been beaten off by the cutter. The brig and the tender were not
able to prevent the cutter from running on shore near Negros Head, Long
Island. The revenue cutter was stripped of her sails and rigging and her
guns draygged up a2 high bluff and there fought against the brig znd tender
until two o'clock with bravery. xxxx lrving expended all the wedding of
the four pounders on the hill, during the warmest of the firing, several
of the crew volunteered and went on board the cutter to obtain more. At
this moment the masis were shot away, vhen the brave volunteers erected
' ' a flag upon her stern; this was soon shot away, but was immediately replaced
by a heroic tar, amidst the cheers of his undaunted comrades, which was re-
turned by a whole broadside from the enemy. i/hen the crew of the cutter
had expended all their large shot and fixed ammunition, they tore up .the
log book to make cartridyzes and returned the enemy?!s small shot which lodged
in the hull. xxx Captain lee succeeded in getting off’ the cutter and was
about to remove her to a place of safety wien the eneny returned and took
possession of her."
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In another action in the York River on the night of June 12, 1613,
the cutter SURVEYOR, Coptain illiam Travis, with 15 men was attached by
barges of the British frigote NARCISUS with 50 men. The enemy was dis-
covered b Travis when within 150 yards of the cutter. His guns could not
be brought to bear. Each of the SURVEYOR's crew was given two muskets with
instructions not to fire until the enemy were within pistol range. The
r engagement was brief and the enemy, carried the cutter by bosrding, with
' a loss of 3 killed and 7 wwounded, while only 5 of the SUSVEYOR's crew were
wounded. On the following day the British Commander returned Captain
Travis' sword with a letter wiich reads
& “Your gallant and desperate attempt to defend your vessel
against more than double ycur number, on the night of the 12th inst., ex~
cited such admiration on the part of your ogponents as T have seldom wit-
nessed and induced me to return you the sword you had so nobly used, in
testimony of mine.® (C) (H) (L)

% % 3 %

EARLY ENGLISH LICHTS - 1812

; In 1612 tallow candles burnmed in the lantern of the famous Eddystone
-~ Light ne ﬁgrﬁngliah coast. And as late as 1816, an open ccal fire in
an iron/gigze in the Isle of Bay Light off the coast of Scotland. (B)

N

"HE SP'ALL HAVE LUSIC®

James Fennimore Cooper thus comments on the eccentricities of Captain
Daniel lcNeill, late of the Navy, who subsequently commanded a Revenue
Cutter:

"yhile in Sicily in command of the navy frigate BOSTOM, a band
belonging to one of the regiments quartered at Messina, was sent on board
the ship, and he brought the musicians to America, it is said, without
their consent. On another occasion he is said to have sailed from Toulon
leaving three of his own officers on shore, and carrying off three French
officers vwho had been dining on board, with a view to keeping up his com—

» plement. The latter were carried across to the African coast 2nd put in
a fishing vessel but many months elapsed before all his officers could
rejoin their ship." As commander of a Revenue Cutter he "performed a
gallant thing in the war of 1412, MNeither his seamanship nor gallantry
was ever questioned.," (E)

3% 3 3 4 4
' TWO'S 4 COVPARY - 181L

During the war of 1lvl2 the two daughters of Keeper Simeon Bates of
Scituate Light repulsed a British invasion. One day early in September
1oll;, the British man-of-war LA HOGUE appeared off the Mzssacimsetts coasti
and anchored off Cedar Moint. The two girls, alone at the light, except
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for a younger brother, sent the boy to the village to warn the inhabitants
and then watched five longboats from the man-of-war start for Scituate.
Rebecca ran down the tower steps, grabbed a drum belonging to an absent
guardsman, and handed her sister a fife. Then, as the steady, measured
strokes of the RBritish oars were heard nearing the spit of land where the
lighthouse stood, Rebecca began beating the drum, and Abigail playing the

-fife. As the martial strains grew louder and louder to the oncoming Bri-

tish, the oarsmen stopped rowing and listened. Could the Americans be
massing for an gttack? The commander of LA HOGUE heard the music and ran
up a {lag ordering 2 gun be fired for the longboats to return,

At this point cheers arose from the assembled citizens of Scituate,
while at Lighthouse Point, the two girls collapsed in exhaustion from their
efforts. As the LA HOGUR prepared to depart, however, a single shot, ap-
parently ai(.r.u;d at the lighthouse, landed in the water 50 yards short of its
target. D

#* 36 i W 3

'SUPPRESSION OF PIMACY

CUPTER ACTIVE 1816 - 1623

1816 August 22 A vessel of 30 tons purchased at Balti .ore, named ACTIVE.
August 22 Took possession of Spanish Brig SFRVIA.
Sperish Be s telon possessl o of 1 de iU IeT
v _the Hevenue cut-fé_g ACTIVE. &
Captain Steven VhiTe. —

Pron The Collector at Baltimore to Secretary of the

Treasury: There appears a sudden occasion to employ

the vessel In consequence of an application from the

Spanish Consul stating that a brig captured from a

Spanish subject, by a vessel cormanded by an American

subject, that not long ago deparied from this port,

had been sent into the Patuxent River, and was there

lying deserted by her crew who had brought her in,

and in danger of being carried off by a new crew

dispatched for that purpose. The U. S. Cutter ACTIVE

vias thersfore instantly manned, furnished with small
arms, victualed and sent down to arrest the vessel,

il possible, and bring her to this port for examination.
A South American Privatesr required to lgave the
Chigsapsake by the Reverug Cubter ACITVE
Captain Alex, Beard.

1¢l7? June 23 From The CollécTor at Baltimore to the Sectetary of
the Treasury: '/e have at present two South American
privateers in the Bay, commanded and manned by Ameri-
cans, principally, and vwhose irregular proceedings
occasion no small trouble, Roth of them stop nesr

Annapolis and men disembark s#nd take a loose (?) not

to be disregarded with safety to the Revemue. I had

ordered down the Cutter to compel the first vessel

to enter or leave the waters, she appearing as an

armed merchantman, cleared from Galveston. I have

been told that she departed and the Cutter, we suppose,
agreeable to orders, is attending her out of her limits.
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August 12

August 12

1518 January 2L

July 18

A cutter named ACTIVE at New York, took possession of
Ship MARGARLT.

Capture of a_Ship _i_‘ittgd_out. as a Pirate by the

iievenue Cubtor ACTIVE, Captain Henry Cahoone,

ontelds Hew Yorke © 1. . o o e T

The ship HARGARTT wiich sailed on Sunday, August 10,
for Amelia Island with a number of persons on board,
supposed to be going out for the purpose of joining
the pirates, was brought back by the Revenue Cutter
ACTIVF, Captain Cahoone, and anchored yesterday morn-
ing in the Bay. The Cutter fired several shots at
the MARGARRT before she hove to. It is said that

she has also munitions of war on board. (From New
York Gazette, lNew York Evening Post, August 12, 1817).

The itevenue Cutter Active, Captain Alexander Beard,

ordered to_seize_a_soutn American Privateer in_the

Chesapeske Bay, IR

Collector at BaltImore to Secretary of the Treasury:
Information was given to this office yesterday that a
South American Privateer was in the Bay below, which
hizad recruited a number of men in this place, who vwere
conveyed last evening in a coasting vessel to the
cruiser. Though my inquiries could not immediately
ascertain at what point the vessel lay, nor obtain
her name, nor those of her agents here, if any, yet
orders were immediately issued to the commander of
the Cutter ACTIVE, if he could get her through the
ice, to proceed to the Patuxent River in search of
the privsteer, to secize her if in his powver, and to
arrest and detain any vessel thet was found transport-
ing men to her, or aiding in giving her additional
force or equipment., From some accidental intelligence
derived from persons attending the office, the vessel
appears to be a well-armed Brig, called the REQENT,
and lying in the Patuxent River about 70 miles below.

Seizure of the INDIA LIBHN, suspected of piracy

by the Revenie cut¥er ACTIVE,

Cajtaif Klexander Heard, in the Chesapeske Bay.
Baltimore, ~The Revenue Cutter ACTIVE, Came up this
morning having in charge the Venezuelan Brig INDIA
LIBRE, found lurking in the bay. It is reported that
strong suspician of piracy exists against her, as,
when she was first boarded by the Pilots, in coming
in the Bay, no officer of higher rank than the Boat-
swain was in command. She was seized in the Patuxent.
The mystery of the vessel is fully developed in a
letter from an officer on board the U. S. Ship HORNET,
dated at Margarita, 17tnh ultimo, which says, "A fine
Brig mounting 10 guns called the INDIA LIBRE mutinied,
cut her cables and put to sea, having first put her
offi():ers ashore." (New York Fvening Post, July 20,
1618) .
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September 17 Took possession of a Portuguese Ship.

December 21

1619 January 2

Seivure of the Privateer HORNET by the Revenue

Cubter ACTIVE, Captain A;Em_@'r_‘geaya and

her escape in the Eh_a_agpeaﬁeag. g '
This ve"a'a?fl_(ﬁ?i HORIETY came 4n and applied for
permission %o make repairs, take in water and pro-
visions, etc. A survey of her situation was had and
her ammement, stores, landed and deposited under the
care of an officer of inspection, except the powder,
which by municlpnl regulations must go to the magasine.
After receiving all the privileges of our neutrality
and the last examination to ascertain that no addition
of force was given to the vessel, she was cleared and
dropped down to the mouth of the river. After the
application above alluded to there appeared no ground
for the Collector to go to a detention of the vessel;
yet as the clemors of spite and idlenéss are continually
sounding, end t5 prevent foreign insinuations against
the disposition of our Government and officers, the
Cutter here vas ordered to look for the vessel and a
search directed through the harbor, in a consequence
of a wrong neme being given and the vessel reported
as being present. The Cutter went down and pub an
officer on board with directions to retwrn to the
harbor, and stood for a pilot boat, which was boarded
and found to be proceeding for the ORNTT, with two
guns, shot and baggage. She was aprested and brought
up. Since writing the above we are informed that the
crew of the lORNLT have proceeded with the vessel down
the Bay, instéad of coming up here, leaving her clear-
ance and papers which I had teken again, as well as
the Capiain and others behind; taking the pilot and
the officer of our Cutter along with them, upon which
no comments need to be wade,
A vessel called the HORNET, fitted out at Baltimore
being suspected 2s intended for a privateer, and
having left the port without the usual formalities,
the Revenue Cutter wes sent after her, and took
possession ol her whilst yot in the Patapsco, and
the Lieutenant of the Cutter was left in charge to
bring her under the guns of Fort licHenry, as soon as
the winds favored. The next morning after that, the
19th ultime, says the account, 2 fine breeze blowing
from the Morthwest, the Buenos Ayrean Brig PURRRYDON
came down the river and passing near the HORN'T, the
officers and crew of the latter gave three cheers, which
being answered fram the Brig, lst Lieutenant of the
HORNET, in defiance of the orders and remonstrances of
Liesutenant liarshall (of the Cutter) got the schooner
under way and proceeded down after the FUERRYDOM, her
ccew manifesting their cheerful compylirnce with the
orders of the LIFUTENANT by answering them with three
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cheers. As they proceeded Lo sea, Lieutenant Marshall
attempted to spezk a vessel, but was seized and carried
below., Finally the pirates released him at the Capes.
On information of this outrage reaching Norfolk, some
bustle wag made to arrest the HORN'T, but before any-
thing could be done she had effected her escape. The
HORIET is called a Chilean Privateer, her Captaints
nare is Ozores Orme; Bealy, lst Lieutenant; Lake, 2nd
Lieutenantj Smith, 3rd Lieutenant. Mr. Marshall says
she has not a cormission of any kinds (Nilos Yeekly
Register, January 2, 1819, page 362).

Seizure of the P_i_.rﬂt_i;c.ll E&LESISTIB_I_E ip_
The Chesapeake by feVeiue Cuttar ACITVE._ Captain
John tarshall.

Baltimore. On the lhith instant, a South American
cruiser named VENBZUELA, Don Henriques Child, Com-
mander, arrived here and reported herself as a Govern-
ment Brig of Ver. It appears by the verbal accounts
given me that this vessel was formerly a Spanish Brig
of var, captured by the IRHNSISTIBIE, a Patribot Brig,
and that at the moment when both were prepared to join
an expedition under Brion at Margarita, the crew of

the latter vessel being on Shore with but a small guard
on bozrd, the crew of another vessel there took the
opprortunity to migrate from btheir own vessel, substituted
themselves for the crew of the IRWSISTIBIE and went off
to sea in her, (Collector of Customs in Haltimore to
the Secretary of the Treamu'y?o gon . AN

Tt will be recollected that the crew of this vessel,
the IRMESISTIBLE, while she was lying in Margarita,

rose upon their officera and made their ascape, to

do business on their own account. Glutted with plunder,
er weary of piracy, they brought the privateer into
Chesapeake Bay about a week since and anchored off

New Point Comfort. They all 1l-nded except one or two
persons, to make their escape. The Revenue Cubter

was dispatched down the Bay »nd hes returned with the
IRRESISTIPIE and 22 men of the mutineers in irons,

who were seized on the neighboring shore. It is ex-
pected that meny more will bse arrested at Norfolk.

Since their departurae from liargarita, these unfortunate
men seen to have acted the part of complete uirrtes,
Among the vessels robbed by them we learn, was the
SUFRtIOR of Baltimore, hence to New Orleans with pas-
sengers, several of them ladies, who were treated

most rudely. It is also said that they plundered a
French and Inglish ship. (Niles ‘leekly hegister, lay
15, 1&19)! T

NOTE3 The New York Evening Post publishes substan-
tially the same account, with the additionsl informa-
tion that the crew of the IRWUSISTIRBLE, vhen she left
Margarita numbered 1186.
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Balbtimore. It is most likely the representations you

have received of Captain Child's language rebpscting

the Brig IR LSISTIBLE, seized in the -Patuxent by the
SUNVEYOR of that distriet have been the loose say:a.ncra,

-anc. I'GpD"‘ta of sayings, between him gnd others, with

no correct undersbtanding on either side. Childs, who
Pormmnded the vessel re_ orbed to you on the 16th uliino,
the VENEZUELA was employed by Daniels (who had, in ex~
pectation of finding the stolen vessel formerly under
his, Daniels, command, in’ some pord of the United States,
dixeched her, the VLNFZUI L4y to cruise in the Chesapea kn)
to go down and assis® in gebiing possession of the
IRESISTIBLE. I neither knew this nor gave any author-
ity to Childs on the subjecb, but what had been wribien
bo Daniels mey have given some. oceasion for. the reports
you mention, The latber pergon applied bo me on
Saturday morning with the information of the vessel
having arrived somevhere below, and begged to mow
what should be done in the case. He maug informed that
the Cutter would be dispatched to effect every purpose
neceasary for the objects of our law and Governmente
The Gut-:.er was ordered to proceed to execute the bugi~
ness. ur, Marshall, lst officer who commanded her,
was ordered to take in everything and proceed as fagt.
as posgsible.. He departeéd om Suanday moxning, +In the
....,anmme, Daniels, having hired a vessel, sent a-
nuber - of men, who, fmdmg the Brig abandoned, though
with notice to the SURVEIOR of ha\rlng boarded her._. took
possession and came out with a deputed Inspector: from -
that cm.ma. Our cutter arriving selzed the seamén on
board, or in other vessels-or on shore, - agraeably ©o
Ly cudars, Pub them in irons, snd came up the Bay with
bhe Brig, without dispossessing the person’employed by
the office mt Nott:a.pgham or doing any*h:mg more . than
Becuring the vessel and pr:.soﬁerh » nobicing Childs'
and his men in no other vay,. than o let them agsist
in bringing the Brig into port. As he (Marshall) had
but six men awnd aboub 20 priscner*s, he could do no
move. (Gollector at Balt imore to tha Sécre tary of the
Treasury)e :
Unsuccessiul pU.I’SUJ.G of a Prlvat.se,. dmm the
Chesapealie by the Revenus Cu‘i:ter ACTIVE.T T T
Captaill Jokn A; Febsters

Tt is- proper %o &nform you that the Columbian cruiser
GENFRAL PAIZ, Commandsr, Chase, (who had been in port
repaa.r.m 1), hae been Badacnl; carried off from this
vort, withoub declaration or clearance. -The vessel
remained dismantled unbil last weelk. Preparations
vere made -so S"‘Gr'c.b.!." and expeditiously -that the
officers of *the GL{T}M‘&‘ had mra.b; started to bring
up the inf or:mmo“. ‘be ' orivateer was under ws
vith full g2ilirum ing dovn 1 iver. He reached uhe:
Capes and went to sea, -being followed in vain by the
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CJtter, I am informed by the United Stetes Brig QPARK,
nhich at my request had been dispatched in pursuit.
The Captain and first officer of the Cutter were both
confined to their beds by sickness, at that time.

The second officer, Mr. hilip Marshall, with great
zeal and activity, got under vay and pursued the fugi-
tivvs to the Capes agreseably to his orders, notwith-
standing the boisterous season. (Collector of Customs
at Baltimore to Secretary of the Treasury). (H)
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A FAMILY TIFF - 1817

On the afternoon of August 2, 1917, the Revenue Schooner GALLATIN at
Charleston, S. C., returning from z trip over the bar, with guests aboard,
wag fired upon by Fort Johnson, to bring her to under quarantine regulations.
The GILLATIN returned the fire and "a smart fire was kept up tetween them
until the revenue schooner passed beyond range of the guns. Ne dansge
resulted. (E)
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FARLY UNIFOIUS - 1619

Captain N. L. Coste, formerl; of the Revenue Cutter Servzce, wrote
as follows:

Tn my childhood (1#19) the uniform of lieutenants in the Cutter
Service consisted of a blue body or swallow tail coat, rolling collar and
donble breasted. A button on each corner of the collar, and six on each
lapel with four in the skirts. Epaulettes worn on either shoulder according
to rank. Duttons stamped with the armorial bearings of the United States,
said to be the same style of buttons #s worn by the staff{ officers of the

Army."  (E)

SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY - 1H19

Tith cessation of hostilities with Ingland in 1415, three new classes
of cutters were designed, arranged according to size as 31, 51 and 79 tons.
These ships were built on the extreme Baltiiore Clipper model with very
high stern and relatively low bow. The ALABANA and LOUISIANA were built
in 1019 on the 50 ton model. These two cutters were responsible for wiping
out what remained of the pirates in the bays and marshes along the Florida
and Louisiana coasts. Throughout her long struggle with Fngland, France
made a practice of selling letters of marque and reprisal to any adventurer
able to scrape up the price, and the Spanish main had swarmed with French
and self-styled French privateers, basing on the West Indies. England
gradually drove them out and they took cover in the marshes of Florida and
the bayous of Iouisiana. The ILa Fitie Brothers, Pasterson and La Farge
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were among the pir:etoé that turned to smggling and buccaneering under the
protection of commissions issued by such non-existent countries as the
- "Republic of 1 orto Rico," the "Province of Texas," or the "Grand Presidency
of Veneguela." By the act of Larch 3, 1619 (3 Stat. L. 510) Congress
authorized the President "to employ so many of the public armed vessels, as
in his judgmesnt, the service may require xxor in protecting the merchant
vessels of the U. S. and their crews from piratical aggressions and de-
predationsg.”

: On August 31, 1bl9, the ALABANA and LOUISIANA sighted three strange
gails while cruising north of the Tortugas. They gave chase and &wo of
the vessels immediately fled, but the third stood toward the cutters and
brought to as the LOUISIAHA put a shot across her bows. A boat party from
the ALABANA found her full of people who told of being robbed by Jean la
Farge and turned lvosc to shift for themselves when the cutters hove in
sight. They pointed to one of the vessels which was bearing away. "Thatts
* the BRAVO, La Farge's ship." The other was a prize. Suddenly, to the sur-
prise of the cuttermen, thé BRAVO changed her course and bore down upon them,
breaking out the black flag. Captain John Ioamis of the LOUISIANA, when
they were within hailing distance, ordered La Farge to strike his black
flag. The answer came in a volley of musketry. The LOUISIANA returned the
fire, while the ALABAMA got within range and opened with a broadside. The
pirates all ran below and men from the boats of both cutters immediately
boarded the pirate ship. Meanwhile the ALABANA's men took possession of
the other prige.

"She was Jaden with flour and when she was taken had on a number of
passengers, both ladies and gentlemen, who were treated by the pirates in
. the most shameful manner. They were robbed of everything, even to the
clothes on their backs, and when the ladies begged for something to cover
then, the pirates drew thelr swords on them, using the most brutal language.®

Later a twenty day cruise of the LOUISIANA netted four pirate vessels
and on ancther occasion she retuined to Pensacola from the coasts of Florida
and Cuba with a2 record of two pirate ships burned and sunk and bhree sent
in as prizes to the New Orlezns Collector of Customs. In 1U22 the ALABAVA
took three slavers,

Finally the two cutters, still working together, destroyed Patterson's
~town on Breton Island, a notorious pirate's den. They put the torch to the
houses and woods, and "consumed everything that was standing.” This practi-
cally put an end to organized pirccy on the Gulf Coast, but sporadically
piratical craft from Mexico, Central and South America subsegquently made
incursions. For a quarter of a century gverilla war ranged alohg both
coasts of Florida and as far west as Belize and occasionally even came
into Chesapeake Bay.(G)(H) (L)
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SUPPRESSICN OF PIRACY
CUTTER ALABAMA 1819 - 1833

1819 April 6 The Collector ot New York authorized to have two (2)
. cutters built, one for the Teche Station and one for
for the Mobile Station,.
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June 22 Fifty-six tons. Cost $L,500 fully equipped.
August 31 On her way to Mobile, in conjunction with the LOUISIANA,
August 31 captured the Pirate BRAVO.
NOTE;: For further data see L UISIANA 1819-142L; page T6.
September 15 [xtrazct from a letter of an officer of the ALABAMA.
On the 31st of August, we discovered three strange sails
ahead. The wind being very light we immediately set all
salls and wet them. Ve got our sweeps out rnd made
svery exertion to come up with them. At 2 p.n. they
separated, one standing for us. At quarter past two,
Captain Loomis fired 2 shot ahead of the nearest, and
made a signal for us to board her. ''e did so, and
found her full of people who had been robbed of every-
thing by the Pirates and we hove in sight, and put
them on board this vessel. (/e left him and pulled
away hard on our sveeps to come up with the other ves-
sel, The Pirate bore down on usj at half-past two he
hoisted the Patriot flag. Captain Loomis being nearest
him, hailed and ordered him to haul down his f{lag, when
he immediately poured into Captain T.oomis' vessel a
volley of rmsketry which was promptly returned and with
interest. This contimied for a few minutes, when we
brought our large guns to bear upon him and gave him
a broadside, this made tlem all run below. \ie immediately
boarded him, at the same tine, in the boats of both
cutters. e found on him a crew of 10 nen, besides
officers and 12 prisoners, most of the latter were
black. e found that two men hud been killed on board
of her during the action. 35he was called the BRAVO.
Yir. Jordan, the lst officer of our cutbter took posses-
sion pf the other vessel, which proved to be a prize
to the Pirates. She was a Spanish schooner, laden
lour and when she was taken had on a number of
passengers, both ladies and gentlemen, who were treat-
the Pirates in the most shameful manner, they

backs, and when the ladies begged for something
ver them, the Pirates drew their swords on then,
the most brutal language. (New York T'vening Post,

5tz The writer of the above was on the LLABANA., A

er of accounts appear in other periodicals, all of
which substantially agree with the above.

1519 October 20 At New Orleans. To be detained until nc longer required

there,
1620 April 19 Aasi.;ged in destroying Piratical rendezvous at Breton
Island.
NOTE: For further data see L/UISIANA lul9-1u2li. page T6a
1622 March 25 Made three (3) captures for violation of laws relating
to the slave trade.
1633 March 31 Inder orders for lNew York,
May 25 Sailed from Mobile for MNew York.
July 6 At Key Viest, Florida. Unable to proceed to New York.
August 6 Her sale by Collector at Key West ordered. (H)
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SUPTRESSTON OF PIRACY

CUTTER LOUTISIANA 1019 - 162l

1519 April 6 Collector at New York authorized to build two (2) cutbters,
. one for the Teche and the other for the Mobile Station.
r Aungust 11 Assigned to the New Orleans Station.

Mngust 31 Captured Firate Schooner BRAVO.

Capture of g Pirate and her prize in the Culf of
Mexico by the Reverme Cutters ALABANA, Captain Taylor
and IOUISIANA, Captain Loomis.

September 17 On the 13th instant, Captain Loomigfeported to me the
arrival of the Cutters LOUISIANA and ALABAVA off the mouth
of Bayou St. Jean (Lake Pontchartrain), having in company
a small schooner captured by him while cruising to the .
North of the Tortugas on the 30th ultimo. She proved to
be the BRAVO, commanded by La Farge, mounting 1 brass six
pounder, muskets and a crew of 1lu men beloniing to Galves-
ton, with a commissl on without date siyned by A. Humert,
styling himself Lleutenant Ceneral and Governor of the
Province of Taxas. She had in company a Schooner which
she had captured, the FIIOMENA belonging to "ensacola
bound to Havana, with a cargo of flour and a number of
passen;ers, whom the privateer had robbed and placed on
board an American Schooner bound from this port to Havana.
The Pirate commenced the attack by a volley of musketry
which wounded the first officer and three men on board
the IOUISIANA. Captain Loomis detained both the Pirate

and the prize. The crew of the former have been com-
mitted to prison to awailt their trial at the next tem
of the United States Circuit Court, on a warrant granted
by the President of the Criminal Court of this City.

It appears that the DRAVD is owned by the noted Lafitte,
who i3 at present at Galveston, who instructed the com=
mander to take from neutral vessels such provisions as
he might need, and pay the asount in bills on a certain
Loulsianian of this Citys (Collector of Customs at New
Orleans to Secretary of the Treasury).

1620 Agril 19 Destroyed Piratical rendezvous on Breton Island.
Destruction of a Piratical Rendezvous on Breton
Island by the Revenue Cublers LOUISIANA, Captain
loomis and ALABAMA, Captain Cartigan,
April 19  Arrived at Belize, the U. S. Reverme Cubters LOUISTANA
and ALABAMA, from a cruise. On the 16th instant they
visited Breton Island, a notorious resort for Pirates,
r particularly the celébrated Patterson. After landing
_ 25 men, well ammed, and traversing the Island throughout,
they set fire to the house and to the woods on the Island
and consuned everything that was standing. It is under—
stood they are bound to the Westward to break up the haunts
of Piretes in that direction.
NOTE: Another account of the above, substantially the same
appears in the Savannah Republican, May 23, 1420,

&£
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June 22 The IOUISLANA cost $li,500 fully equipped; 56 tons.
FExtract from a letter of Captain Loomis 4o a gentleman
in New York. I arrived here (Belize) after a short
cruise of 20 days on the 1Tth instant. I have suc-
ceeded in taking four more Pirates, which I have now
in confinement on board this veasel. I have about
81,000 worth of dry goods which they havs robbed and
were endeavoring to smuggle into the United States.
They have scme negroes which had landed but have been
followed apd taken. I took these fellows 250 miles
to the Westward of t}is River. (Savarmah Republican,
Aupust 29, 1820).

Mgust 23 Reported capture of four Pirates,

Capture of four Pirates and their plunder by
the Hevenve Cutter LOUISIANA, Captain Loomis, -

Avgust 23 Norfolk. A letber from Martinique, dated July
28th says:; The Revenus Cutbter IDUISIANA, Captain
Ioomis acrived at Belize, July 17, from a short cruise
during which she captured four Pirates and their
plunder, which they were endeavoring to smggle into
the’ '.)Inited States (N.Y. Semi-Weekly Post, August 30,
1620) .

1622 WNovember 2 Capbured five Piratical crafis.
Capture of a number of vessels off the Southern
' Coast in which the Reverme Cutter Lcuisiana,
Captain Jackson, participated.

Novenber 2 Savarmah., L& letter from Camp Calvas, near "ensacola,
of October 16th, mentions the arrival at that place
of the Revemue Cubter IOUISIANA, from a cruise on the
coasts of Florida and Cuba, during which she had cap-
tured five Piratical vessels of from 80 to 100 tons
each. Two were burnt and 3 sent into New Orleans.
The crew of one only was captured consisting of 17
men, these she brought in and placed under guard in
the camp, the others crews escaped into the wocds.
{N.Y. Evening Post, November 10, 1822).

November U Norfolk lierald, The British Schooner SPEEVELL
Joined the U. S. Ship of {lar FEACOCK and the Revenue
Cutter LOUISIANA in the vicinity of Havana. The first
of the PEACOCKS prizes was captured, September 1ith.
She nounted 9 guns and had 18 men, She was into lavana,
vhere she was claimed and released upon payment of
$1,000 salvage. The other four prizes were captured
by the boats of-the PEACOCK, in the Harbor .of Bayou
flonda on the morning of the 29%th but their crews.had
previously escaped. Two of them were burnt, and the
other two ordered to New Orleans with the 18 Pirates
taken from the Schooner captured the date before.
(Savannah Republican, November 13, 1822).

NOTE: The IDUISIANA had, clearly, 2 share in the above
captures. One account claims all the credit for the
IOUTSTIANA.

182L Harch 2L Ordered sold by Collector at New Orleans. (H)
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SUPPRECSION OF PIRACY

Parsuit of the Privateer GENERAL RONDEAU and the Capture of Part of fler Crew
g the ook i
Reverme Cutter Dxmmxg%,'ﬁsptai.n Joseph Burch

1820 June 20 The Cutter at Wilmington did not succeed inoverhauling
the GENFRAL RONDEAU, though in sight and in chase of
her to the Gulf Stream (Charleston Courier June 20, 18620)

June 27 The GENERAL RONDEAU was scuttled by the remainder of
her crew. (Charleston Courier, June 27, 1820).

NOTE: Fron publications relative to the abave, extend-
ing over a long period, the followin; facts were
gathered: The GENERAL RONDEAU was a Buenos Ayrean
privateer. She took a nurber of Spanish vessels.
The Captain, Miles, treated his crew with great
severity; they mutinied, killed his 1st officer and
sent the Captain and the remainder of his officers
and such of the crew as were not inclined to join
them, adrift in the Cutter of the RONDDAU, U miles
fron the shore, in the Bay of CGrenada. They then
put to sea and sailed for the United States. On
their voyvage they fell in with a vessel bound for
Boston, and put on Board of her some of their number
who were dissatisfied with the proceedings of the
nmutineers. They landed several of their number at
Georgetown, S. C., and the remainder procceded to
near \/ilmington, N. C., where they were discovered
and pursued by the Cutter DILIGINCE to the borders
of the Gulf Stream. She was finally scuttled near
the Coast of North Carolina by those remaining on
board, 8 in Georgetown, fi. C., and confinéd to await
trial for piracy. No further record. (H) '

#* 3t # H F

FIRST LIGHTSHIP - 1820

The first light vessel, lknown as the Cranej,):sland Lightship Station,
was established in Hampton Roads, at the entrance to the Elizabeth River,

~in 1820. Additional vessels were placed in Chesapeake Bay the next year,

and the first oubside lightship was moored off Sandy Mook in 12, The
early lightships were decked-over small boats. ILater specially-designed
wooden vessels were used, and, beginning in lub2, hulls were made of iron.
Sails, or no motive power at all, gave way to steam and intemal combustion
engines, and crude oil lamps were replaced by apparatus utilizing acetylene
or electricity. (C)
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HIPING OUT TIL PICARCONS - 1423

Hardly had the revenue cutters eradicated the last pirate nests in

the Gulf when they received orders to proceed to the Caribbean to resume
operations against the picarocons. The authorities at 7ashington, arovaed
by the continued depredation on American shipping,had decided to taice the
necessary steps to wipe out these pests of the Caribbean. Tn 1y22,Captain
Allen, commanding the cutter ALLIGATOR had been mortally wounded when he
attacked a picaroon stronghold near Watanzas, Cuba, Five American vessels
were recaptured from the buccaneers and a piratical schooner boarded and
subdued. In 1823 the campaign vas started in earnest. As the Jjob vas deem-
ed ton large for the Hevenue Service alone, a number of smaller and shallov-
draft vessels were assigned to the squadron. Commodore David Parter, hero
of the famous RSSFX, was placed in command of the puntive fleet. The
Spanish authorities,who never made any serious attempt to suppress the
picaroons so long as they preyed only on American, British, French and Dutch
shipping, now wamed these coastal pirates of their impending danger. The
squadron cruised for weeks without raising a single piratical. Then two
barges, the N0SQUITO and GALINIPPLR stumbled across "Diablito" (Little
Devil), a notorious picaroon, and his well armed schooner. Boat crews
stormed the pirate and Diablito and his sixty cut-throats were soon driven
over the side. Iess than twenty managed to reach shore; the others,
Diablito included had been been killed in the water without quarter.

Other actions in which the GREYHOUND, BEAGLE, FOX, WEASEL and FERSET figured
soon broke the power of the picaroons and made the shores of Puerto Rico,
Haiti and Cuba reasonably safe for merchantmen. (F)

L

EARLY POILER TNSPECTION DLPRFCIATED - 1u2l

The Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation which became part of
the Coast Guard in 1946 really had its beginning, or at least its inception,
in 182L, when, as a result of the increasing number of lives lost in steam-
boat disasters, the Congress directed the Secretary of the Treasury to con-
duct an investigation of the causes. (then stean boilers first cane into
general use in vessels, more blew up than ran, notwithstanding that they
carried a pressure of not rmeh more than thirty pounds. Then, however, it
is considered that these boilers were built square and used sea water, the
wonder is that all did not explode. The result of the investigation by
Secretary of the Treasury William H. Crawford was ermbodied in a report to
Henry Clay in which the Secretary said: "In answering this, a resolution
of the ilouse of Representatives directed to the Secretary of the Treasury
to report to the House the causes of the fatal disasters of steanboats,

I have the honor to submit the inclosed correspondence collected on the
subject, and I am of the opinion that legislative enactment is crlculated
to do mischief rather than prevent disasters,"” (©)
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DIANOND SHOALS LIGHISHIP WRECKED - 127

- In the early wears serious difficulty was encountered in maintai
lightships on the outside stations. The first attempts in this country

were made at Sandy Hook, off the entrance to New York Bay, in 1423, and at
Diamond Shoal, in 1824, Tn the latter case the ship broke from her moor-
ings within a few months, and after being replaced several times, was wrecked
in 1827, It was seventy years before another lightship was placed off Cape
Hatteras, But in the past century, marked advance has been made in light-
ship design, and particularly in mooring chains, By L.provement in matsrials
and manufacture, in recent years, the breaking strength of mooring chains

has been doubled; even a Vest India hurricanc passing up the coast now seldom
parts a lightship mooring. In the great gales of September 1933 and November
1934, DIANOND SHOAL Lightship dragged her fifty-five hundred- pound mshroom
anchor, with twenty four thousand pounds of chain, for five miles in ons

storm and <hree and a half miles in the other, but the nooring chain stood
the tremendous strain, and did not part. (B)

* W % B

THE BEST POLICY - 1826

\ po
under the protection of the United States flag. He refused the offer, g Sub~=
sequently, after reporting the incident to Washington, he was tardily inform-

ed that had he accepted the money and performed the service "it would not
have been considered a fanld, (E)

SEARCH AND RESCUE - 1831

On December 16, 1831, Secretary MecLane, Andrew Jackson's Secretary of
the Treasury, wrote the Collector of Customs at Vilmington, Delaware, to
prepare the GALLATIN for sea without delay,

"In the present inclement season" the Secretary explained in his letter,
“it is thought proper to combine with the ordinary duties of the cutters that

of assisting vessels found on the coast in distress, and of ninistering to the
wants of their crews."

After fully provisioning with vater, wood and other necessary supplies,
the GALLATIN was to cruise between Cape day, N. J +» and Hog Island, Va.,
keeping as close as possible to the mainlond without endan_ering herself, She
was not to return to Wilmington until forced home by the stress of weather or
the need of supplies. The cutter would speak all vessels approaching the coast
with which she fell in, and give them any aid or relief they needed, Food and
other stores put aboard distressed craft would be charged then at cost. The
GALLATIN's captain would accept, in licu of cash, bills drawn by the master
upon the vessel's owners or consignees. Similar orders were issued to the

3% &

t



VWOILOTT, DEXTER, HANMIITON, MORMIS, FORTSMOUTH and SUWIFTSURE, outlining
patrol areas within the range of their home stations for the duration of
the winter,

These cruises were intended purely as a public service ~ not as sal-
vaging expeditions for the profit of the Government or of the cutter's
officers and men. Sslvaging privileges by the service had besn denied
by the Secretary shortly before this:

"Although I do not doubt the right of the officers of the Revenus
Cutter Establishment to recover any reasonable claim for services ren—
dered to vessels in distress, or in the rescue of their carpoes from
loss, yet as the expediency of authorizing such claims may be questioned,
you will conform to the wish¢s of thé Department in not exacting any such.®

Congreas legalized the Secretary's order by passing a law on December
22, 1837, anthorizing the President "%o cause any suitable number of public
vessels, adapted to the purpose, to cruise upon the coast, in the severe
portion of the seaBon, when the public service will allow of it, and o
afford such aid to distressed navigators as their circumstances and neces—
sities may require; and such public vessels shall go to sea prepared fully
to render such assistance.”

The rendering of assistance to vessels in distress has constitubed
a continuous and vitally important activity of the Coast Guard, the work
being porformed by Sea-going cubters, which cruised in dangerous waters or
those most subject to severe storms, and responded to calls for assistance
at all times.

The question of organizing a service to provide security for aircrafit
travarsing the high seas becane active early in 1938. The Coast Guard, as
the agency of the Government responsible for performing rescue work on the
high seas, concerned itself with the question. A plan was evolved whereby
Coast Guard lleadquarters was %o transmit, via Radio ‘lashington, distress
messages o Coast Guard vessels on special duty which might be able to
asglst alrcraft in distress. In 1941 the Navy turned over to the Coash
Guerd its 22 mediun frequency direction finder stations to be used as
navigational aids, bub particularly in locating vessels in distress. Tn
19y the Chief of Naval Operations directed. the Coast Guard to assume
responsibility for establishing and operating the High Frequency Directicn
Finder nets and navigational pulse equipnment including radar beacons and
loran. "Air Sea Rescue" as developed between 1943 ~ L6 with these facili-
ties, has been naintained as a regular Coast Guard function renamed "Scarch
and Rescve." (G) (L)

L. Iater under 1843 regulstions, cutter personnel were permitted to "receive
such salvage as nay be awarded by proper autherity,"
# % B %%

NAVY OFFICERS ON CUTTERS - 1826-~1832

About 1826 the Navy afforded little hope for advancement to junilor
officers, and,many of thenm, anxious for service and sea pa ware ottracted
s s LY s pay,
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to the Revemie Cutter Service. Secretary Woodobury issued regulations that
such oi‘f:.cers, upon recelving a furlough from the Navy, might accept com-
missions in the Revenue Service. Such officers wers "permitted and dirscted
to retire from the Revenue Service after April, A. D. 1632." (E)

E I

NAVY OFFICERS NOT ADAPTED TO GUTTTRS - 1832

Much trouble and controversy resulted from allowing naval officers
to hold commissions in the Revemue Cutter Service. The duties were dis-
tasteful, they disiiked the authority vested in the collectors, and could
not discharge effectively the requirements expected of them, They wore
theilr owm uwniforms, were exclusive, affected a disregard for orders emanat-
ing from civilian officlals, and in fact did not assimilate with the Service.
Accordingly on Janmuary 17, 1832, Secretary Mclane announced that the
President had directed that the commissions held by such officers be forth-
with revoked and that vacancies be filled from among officers in the Hevenue
Cubtter Service "when that shall be found preferable to other appointments,
having regards to fitness as well as to seniority." (E)
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FIRST "CAITAINS® -~ 1032

In 10632 there were 10 vessels and 92 officers in the Revemue Cutter
- Service. The Service no longer recoganized the titles of "masters and mates”
but commissions were issued containing the specific rank of Captain and
First, Second and Third Lieutenants. There were also warrant officers and
seamen. (B)
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NILLIFICATION EXCITTRINT - 1832

During the nullification excibtement in 1832, several ievemue Cutters
were detailed for duty in Charleston, S. C. harbor and the Custom House
was established at Castle Pinckney. OShips arriving from Havana, loaded
with sugar were compelled to anchor under the guns of the cutters and of
Fort Moultrie, the sugar was discharged and stored in the fort and kep't.
there until the duties were paid. (E)
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ANTI-NULLIFICATION - 1832

The. southern states were opposed to a protective tariff and, after
two victories in 182l and 1328, the protective-tariff bloc in Congress
definitely established a pol:.cy of protection in 1032. The gquestion of
States Rizhts becane involved and President Jackson defied the Sonthis
threats of sovereiznty and secession.

Al



Imnediately afbter Jacksen's re-election in November, 1832, the South
Carolina Legislature passed an Ordinance of Nullification which declared
the tariff acts of 1820 and 1832 null and void in South Carolina's ports.
The President answered with a proclamation that, under the Constitution,
he had no discretion and that the laws of the United States must be exs-
cuted. Scouth Carolina threatened violence and five vessels of the Revenue
Cutter Service were ordered to Charleston harbor. Secretary dclans told
the customs collector at Charleston, "You will consider yourself authorized
to employ the Revenue Cutter which may be within your district. You will
cause a sufficient number of officers xxxx to be placed on board and in
charge of an vessel arriving from a foreign port or place xox and direct
them te anchor her in some srfe place within the harbor. And it will be
your duty sgainst any forcible attempt to defend and retain the custody
of said vessel by the aid of the Officers of the Customs xooox until the
requisitions of the law shall be fully cemplied with." At the same time
President Jackson told the country ". . . . if a single drop of blood
shall be shed there in opposition to the laws of the U. S., I will hang
the first man I can lay my hand on, upon the first tree I can reach.!

The collector at Charleston ordered each cubter to anchor within the
range of the guns in Castle Pinckney, where a Customhouse was established.
On arrival of a ship from lavana, loaded with sugar, she was boarded by a
lieutenant from the cubter ALNRT, and compelled to anchor under the guns
of the cutter at Fort Moultrie. The sugar was discharged, stored in the
fort, and kept there until the duties were paid. Other ships arriving
from foreign ports with dutiable goods in their holds were boarded by an
officer of the customs, piloted up to Sullivan's Island, ordered to anchor
under the juns of Fort Moultrie and discharge their cargoes into the fort.
After four months of excitement, Henry Clay skillfully maneuvered the Com-
promise Tariff Act through Congress on March 2, 1833. This law provided
for a gradual lowering of duties over a period of years, This satisfied
South Carolina and the legislature revoked the Ordinance of Nullification.
The cutters were back on their home stations by April. (G)
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FORT BROCK MASSACRE -~ 1435

“then, in 1835, Major Dades' command at Fort Brook, Florida, was am=
bushed by the Seminole Indians and every man massacred, except ones, Fort
Brook was in great danger. The Reverme Cutter WASHINGTON from Key Vest
arrived in time to land ;uns and men and guard the passage to the river.
The Indians, thereupon, azbandoned their intended attack on the fort. (&)
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CUTTELS ACTIVE 2% YEARS IN SEMINOLE VAR - 1836-1839

A fleet of Revenue Cutters, after 1436, continued to perform active
duty for 23 years in the long drawn out Seminole War in Florida. This duty
was very irksome to both ofificers and men, and consisted of chasing invisible
savages in the everglades and swanmps. All hands were rewarded, however, by

the grant of a quarter section of land. (E)
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THE SEMINOILE WAR - 1u36-1839

Ever since the purchase of Florida from Spain in 1819, the Georgia
planters had begged Congress for relief from the Indians, who harbored
their runaway slaves and robbed their plantations of horses, hogs and
cattle. The Seminoles, in 1820, had pledged to recover the slaves, but
the treaty went unfulfilled because many of the slaves and fugitives had
married into the tribe. In another treaty signed in 1832, fifteen Seminole
chiefs had agreed to the Government plan of moving their people across the
Missiesippi, but this was not to be easily accomplished. %“he half-breed
Seminole chief, Osceola, had married the daughter of an Indian and an
escaped Negress slave. According to the code, a slave's offspring inherited
the status of a slave, even though one parent might be free. The Amy claim-
ed that this justified its seizure of Osceola's wife while she was on a
friendly visit to Fort King. The Indian. chief denounced the seizure, threat-
ened revene and was impriscned by order of General Viley Thompson. Promis-
ing to ald emigration to the west, Osceola won his freedem only to murder
General Thompson and Lieutenant Smith six months later. A subsequent attack

- by the Indians resulted in the massacre of lajor Dade and nearly a hundred

men on December 28, 1435. With this a war broke out that lasted seven years.

The whole of Florida east of the St. John's River fell to the Indians.
The whites fled to the coast settlements. Army regulars, reinforced by
volunteers, were outwitted by Osceola and other chiefs in the treacherous
swamp warfare. The cubtter DALLAS was dispatched to St. Marks, Florida,
early in January 1836 to help defend the town. President Jackson invoked
the law, authorized cooperation between the cutters and the Navy in wartime
and instructed the VASHINGTON, JEFFERSON and DEXTER to put themselves under
Navy commend. They were followed into the Navy by the MADISON, CALTDELL,
JACKSOK, VAN BUHEN and DALLAS. The VASHINGTON arrived from Key ‘est in
time to land guns and men and guard the passage to the St. John's River.
The Indians, finding through their scouts that ample preparations had been
made for their reception, avoided an attack. In a hundred days between
October 1936 and July 1937 the JEFFEGSCN spent 73 days at sea, coasting
the shores of the bays and inlets, running in and out between the Keys.
The DEXTER made a mrried run from Indian Key to Tampa for supplies, and
then dashed back along the coast before an expected raid broke. The cutters
were on active duty for 2% years, chasing invisible savages in the everglades
and swamps. After that the war dra;gpged on from year to year with the cutters
repulsing an atback here and launching one there, capturing rifles, powder,
rifle balls, axes and arrows, rounding up and cutting out small bands of
Indians,

"A few days ago" wrote Commodore A. J. Dallas, commanding the naval
force at Pensacola to Navy Secretary Dickerson in 1437, "a letter was re-
ceived stating that several murders were committed on the Blackwater River,
60 miles from here, by Indians. Immediately dispatched 50 men under Lieutenant
Ball up the Blackwater in the cutter DEXTER with orders to cooperate with a-
company of mounted volunteers.m

On one occasion the Jefferson drove her keel into the mud of Biscayne
Bay at midnight, as she hunted the wrecked briy AIMEY, reported under attack.
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ILieutenant Faunce manned and armed the watter's boats, pulled up the bay
and went into action when he found the oriy ashore and held by the Indians.
The band was routed, three bein; killed and several others wounded. After
bumnin: the wreck and her cargo, the JEFFERSON'S men returned to the cutter
next afternoon with captured cances, arrows, axes and spears,

By 1842, only 120 Seminoles, capable of bearing ams remained in
Florida. 1Ifuch praise for the cutters was forthcoming from both the Army
and Navy.

"T beg you to accept my thanks" Commodorc Dallas wrote Captain T. C.
Rudolph of the DEXTER, “for the promptness, celerity, and cheerfulness with
which you have discharged the manyand arduous duties that frds circumstances
have been imposed upon you and the officers and crew under your cormand,”

“Their prompt and helpful cooperation with the Army" wrote an officer
under whom they operated, "has called forth the highest commendation from
commanding generals who take occasion to eulogize the services rendered by
the cutters.” (G)
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SPIRTT RATION DISCONTINUED - 1636

In 1836, to encourage habits of tenmperance amongst the seamen of the
Reverwe Cutter Service the spirit ration was discontinued, and three cents
allowed in lieu, which was paid at the end of each month. (E)

# 3 % xR

QUARTERS AND SUBSISTTNCE ~ 1836

Captains in the Revenue Cutter Service detailed for shore duty in 1836
received (2l per month commtation for quarters and fuel, and for the pay
and rations of a servent, acting as steward, at the rate of 815 per nonth.
The other conmissioned officers received %12 for quarters and fuel and 85
for a servant. Ten cents per mile was allowed for travellin; cxpenses, (E)
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FIRST STEPS TOWARD STEAM CUTTERS - 1837

In February 1837 the Secretary of the Treasury was requested to submit
to Congress an estimate for the cost of a steam Reverme Cutter, which was
the initial step towards the introduction of stesn vessels into the service. (E)
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THE EARLY CANPBELL - 1U36~1830

- The Revenue (utier CA{I'BELL, which operated.on the Florida Coast during
the Seminole iar, 1U36~38, was so far decayed as to be of little use. She was
anchored inside the reefs and her armed boats wero enployed as pickets and
patrolled’ the coast with becomin,: vigilance. (B) BN
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FIRST BOILER TNSPFCTION ~ 1838

There was little progress in marine inspection until 1838, when by
act of Congress the owners and masters of steam vessels were required to
enploy skilled engineers, to provide lifeboats, fire pumps, hose, si;nal
lights, and other safety equipment, and also to have hulls inspected each
year and boilers inspected every six months. Inspectors were appointed
by Federal district Judpes. (C)

R

A BRAVT. LINHTHOUSE KELITR - U39

Durin; the second of the three great hurricanes of 1c¢39, Keeper T. S.
Greenwood of Ipswich, (llass.) Lighthouse performmed a thrilling rescue. The
schooner DEPOSIT, Captain Cotterell, had come ashore at midni;ht December 23,
1b39. Uith a roaring surf breaking on the beach directly in front of the
schooner it was impossible for them te launch a boat. All aboard, including '
‘the captain's wife, took to the rigzing as the relentless surf surged along
the deck. Before daylight two of the crew had succumbed. At daybreak only
five of the crew were alive as Keeper Greenwood and a Hr. Marshall, planned
to reach them., There was no chance of launching a lifeboat in the mountainous
surges hitting the beach. Vhen Greenwood heard the piteous shrieks of the
Captain's wife, however, he decided to act. Tying one end of a 200 foot
line around highaist, he told Marshall to hold the other end and then tie it
 to the 1ife boat after Greenwood had reached the schooner. A2 powerful swimmer,
Greenmvwood finally was able to swim out beyond reach of the undertow and reach
the doomed vessel's bowsprit. Bracing himself in the shrouds he bent the line '
around the rigring and signalled Marshell to jump into the boat ss the waves
receded. MWarshall slid the boat into the ocean just as a wave was going out
and huddled in the bottcm. As the boat smashed the next wave, he felt Green-
wood pulling the craft steadily through it and a few minutes later the life-
boat reached the schooner. .

Captain Cotterell, battered almost senseless by the sea, was lowered
into the boat but a great wave swamped it and the captein disappeared, al-
though Marshall managed to reach a line lowered to him by Greemwood. The
captain's wife, who had witnessed his drowming went mad with grief, shrieked
at the top of her voice, Fortunately the sea now began to go dowm and the
stern of the schooner was soon barely 50 feet from the beach. Two sailors
reached shore by flcating on broken wreckage. Then Greenwood and larshall
standing waist deep in the woter by the stern, shouted to lirs. Cotterell to
Jump into their arms. She obeyed and the ncxt sreat wave carried them all
on to the beach in safety. (D)

1

FORMER CALIPBELL B'CAME A "SLAVER" ~ 1839

In 1039 the schooner CANPBELL, formerly a Revenue Cutiter, was captured
by the British off the Coast of Africa, under American colors. She belonged
to a notorious slave deasler, Jnown as Blanco, and was to have taken 250 slaves
from Gallenas to Havana. (E) .
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CUTTERS NOT TO SUPPLY LIGHTHOUSES - 1839

In 1839 the Revenue Cutters were not to be employed in carrying sup-
plies to lighthouses or light boats then under 2 separi#te Burean of the
Treasury Department unless in some emergency determined by the collector
and reported to the Department. Vhen it did not interfere with their
duties, however, cutters could visit the lighthouses in their districts
or cruising grounds and ascertain thelr wants and condition, reporting
same to the collector. (E)
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EARLY CUTTER HALILTON - 1U39

- In 1839 the Revenue Cutter HAMILTON visited Yarmouth, llew Brunswick,
Canada, to ascertain the causes leading to the selzure of American fishing
vessels, who were alleged to have encroached upon British fishing grounds,
and report the facts to the Treasury Department. Captain Sturgis was com—
plinented by the Yarmouth papers for "his civil and intelligent manner of
negotiations."” The IAMILTON visited by Yamouth citizens at a reception
aboard, was greatly admired and was declared to be the "firast American
government wessel that ever visited this port." (E)
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LIGHT DNJURES TIF WRLCKING RUSINESS - 180

Relph Waldo Emerson visited Keeper Collins at Nauset Lights some years
before the Civil War, "Collins, the keeper," said Emerson "told us he found
resistance to the (1430) project of building a lighthouse on this coast, as
it would injure the wrecking business." (D)
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CUTTERS "GREAT AND TXTRAVAGANT EXPENDITURE" - 1840

In 1840 the Committee on Commerce, influenced by a sudden spirit of
economy, condemned the Revenue Cutter Service as "another source of great
and extravagant expenditure." "The professed object" the Committee declared
"is to aid in the collection of the revenue but as the revenues have de-
creased, the expenses of these cutters have increased.” An appended state-

ment showed that expenses of the cutters had increased from $163,755 in
1630 to $221,190 in 1bLO, while the revenue collected had decreased from
$21,922,391 to $13,499,502 during the same period. The decline in reveme
had been brought about by the compromise act which settled the threat at
nullification of the Tariff Act by certain southern stztes in 1632. (E)
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LIGHT DRAFT CUTTERS DEMANDED - 1thO

Instead of stronp substantial boats of light draught, which were capable
of pursuing smugglers into the creeks and inlets of the coast, the Committee
 on Commerce charged in 1840, "armed vessels of heavy burden had been subsiitut-
ed which were incapable of passing the bars and shoals, over which the smugglers
may safely pass and escape." HNone of the Revenue Cutters was sold as recon-
mended, however, nor the service reduced in any way. The work of the larger
cutters since 1831 in assisting vessels in distress and of saving lives and
valusble property at sea, stood in their favor. (E) '
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IDA IEWIS, LIGHTHOUSI. HRROINE -~ 18L2-1911

On February 25, 1842, a girl was born to Captain Hosea lewis at Newport,

R. T. Captain Lewis, at the time, was a pilot sboard a Revenue Cutter, but
he wee transferred to the Lighthouse Service inm 105L, because of failing
health, and apointed Keeper of Lime Rock Light. Ida at fourteen could row
a boat better than any boy l.ar age and was easily the best swimmer in all
Newport. In 1850 a keeperis house was built on Lime Rock and the Lewis
family moved to the island. The following October Captain Hosea, suffered
a stroke but recovered enough to sit up and walk with a cane. That fall
Ida Lewis performed her first rescue when she saved four young men from a
- capsized sailboat. Other heroic rescues by the young woman followed. -

Cradually Ida ILewis became well knowm for her prowess not only throughout
Rhode Island, but all over the nation. By 1069, the Benevolent Society
of New York had awarded her a silver medal and $100. Up to that time she
had saved eleven lives. Harper's and Lesllie's magazincs published en-
graved pictures of her., Her mail became enommous and she received nany
marriage proposals. On July L, 1069, the resi:ents of Newport presented
her with a new lifeboat. In that year she also received a visit from
President Crant and Vice President Colfax, As Crant landed on Lime Rock
he stepped inte the water and got his feet wet. "I have come to see Ida
‘Lewis" he remarked "and to see her I'd get wet up to my arnpits il ncces-
sary." Later Grant said that his visit had been one ol the most interest-—
ing; events of his life,

When her father died, Ida's nmother was officially lightkeeper for a
while but in 1879 General Sherman, after a special act of Congress, ap=-
pointed Ida Lewis Keeper of Lime Rock Light. Ida Lewis performed her
~ last brave act at sixty-four. A close {riend, rowing out to the lighthouse,
stood up, lost her balance and fell overboard. Ida, with all the vigor of
her past you launched a lifeboat and hauled the woman aboard. This was
Ida Lewis' 23/Pescue. She died October 2, 1911. That night the bells of
all the vessels, anchored in MNewport Harbor, were tolled in her memory. (D)
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CUTTER PERSONNFL COULD COLLECT SALVAGE - 1843

When cutters werc detailed to cruise on the coast "to aid persons at
sea, in distress," they were alsojunder 1843 regulations,instructed to
assist in the presarvation of property found on board wrecked vesscls, and
to rescue cargoes for the benefit of their owmers, and "shall be entitled to
receive such salvage as may be awarded by proper authority." (E)
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TOTAL REVENUE MARINE SERVICE 500 PERSONS - 1643

In 183 there were 20 each of Captains, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Lieutenants
in the Revenue Marine Service, L5 potty officers, 7 pilots, 30 stewards,
15 cooks, and 323 seamen, a total of 500 persomnel. The total estimated
cost of running the entire service was $205,854.55 in that year. (E)
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HIGH COST OF WOQODEN CUTTERS - 1043

Vihile the estimated cost of a wooden cutter in 1043 was §7,250 the
estimated repairs to a wooden cutter in 12 years were an additional $15,000.
This 62,250 compared wnfavorably with the $50,000 estinated cost of an iron
cutter. (E)

-

A DEFENSE OF THE SERVICE - 1643

In 1843 the Senate Committec on Cormerce was instructed to "inquire
into the expediency of abolishing the system of revenue cutters and of em-

-ploying a part of the Naevy of the U. S. in that service." The Hon. J. W

Huntin;ton, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Commerce, submitted a re- .
port to the Senate to the effect that such a move was not expedient on the
folloving grounds:

"The protection of the revenue was the prineciple object xx in authoriz-
ing the cutters to be built xxx. ;

"The officers are declared by law to be officers of the customs xoX.
"The duties xxx are such as to belon; almost exclusively to the enforce~

- ment of the revenue laws.

xce those employed in this service should be under the direction and
control of the officer who is in charge oi the execution of the laws ree
lating to the customs. -

"To substitute officers and vessels of the Navy for the performence
of the duties xxxx which have no comnection with naval duties, is not de-
manded by reason of any defects in the existing system, nor any principle
of true economy, nor any advantaje it possesses over the present ~rrrngement.

"xxx sound policy requires that the revenue service and the navel ser—
vice should be kept distinct. xoox

"That officers of the cutters should continue to be officers of the
customs. xxx

"By this arrangenent xwox they will be under the constant supervision
of the collector socx. .

oo thelr officers being civil officers will have no connection with
the Navy, which is a distinct branch of the service, and whose officers are
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subject to other regulations, and whose duties are more appropriste to the
service in which they are engaged." (E) e §

These arguments renain valid today. However, in 1915 Congress recog-
nized the military character of the Coast Guard by declaring it to be
"part of the military forces of the Hnited States," and in 1941 decided
that it "shall be a military service and constitute a branch of the land
and paval farces of the U. S. at all times. xoox" On August L, 1949,
Public Law 207, Ulst Congress decreed that "The Coast Guard as established
Jamar+ 20, 1915, shall be a military service and a branch of the armed
forces of the United States at all times. The Coast CGuard shall be a
service of the Treasury Department, except vwhen operating as a service
in the Navy." (L) .
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FIRST “COMLIANDANT" - 1843

In 1Lk, John G. Spencer, President Tyler!s third Secretary of the
Treasury, in a report to the Speaker ofthe House of Representatives stated:

"Upon inquiry into the subject (condition of the Revenue Marine) I
found that no efficient control could be exercised over the officers and
men, either in respect to the performance of their duties, or the regula-
tion of the expense of the service, for went of the necessary knowledse
and experience. The clerks could not be expected to be sea-faring mens
even 1f such could be found they would not be acquainted with the peculiar
dutics of the service. Finding that a captain could be spared from the duty
of cruising, one was selected, with the sanction of the President, who had
been long in the Revenue Marine, was well acquainted with all its details,
and who possessed all the qualifications of a brueau officer (Captain
Alex A. Frazer appointed Chief, Revenue llarine Bureau in 1il3); and he was
directed to repair to this city and take charpge of the business xocx.

That officer and l'is assistant (2nd Lt. George llayes) are fully snd constant-
1y employed in supervising the whole Kevenue ''arine Service 3 in conducting
the volumincus correspondence which is indispensible with the diffsrent
collectors and ihe cormanders of the Revenue Cutters; in examining all
estimates of expenditures before they are made, and all accounts prepara-
tory to their being audited; in resulating the cruises of the vessels, and
inspecting; their journals, and in discharging a ;reat variety of miscellane-
ous duties connected with the business order and system have been esta=
blished. Economy in expenditures ard efficiency in service have been greatly
promoted. The officers and men feel that the service has been elevated, and
a corresponding zeal in the discharge of their duty has been strikingly ex-
hibited. /nd above all the Department now knows whet is done and what is
neglected; and what expenses are incurred, with the reasons for them; and

its supervision is equally intelligent and satisfactory.® (f)

I
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WATERFROOF CARTRIDGES ~ 1Ll

The use of Colt's waterproof cartridges were introduced into the service
in lolli. The cost was found not to exceed that of the ordinary flannel cy-
linder, and they were perfectly impervious to mcisture, even when immersed
in water several days. No danger of premature explosion existed. The gun
also would not foul from repeated charges. (RE)
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FIRST AMNUAL RNPORT REVENUE HARTNE RUKEAU - 1okl

The first published and systematic report of the Revenue Marine Nureau
was made on January 9, 16hli. It rcported 15 revenue schooners in the Revenue
larine varying in size from 60 to 170 tons and stationed at Kastport, Port-
land, Boston, Newport, New York, Delaware Bay, Baltimore, Norfolk, Charleston,
Savannah, Key iest, liobile, New Orleans and Lake Erie. (k)
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149 VESSELS 1IN 8Lk

In 1lthh, the revenue boats attached to the different collection dis=
tricts, were placed under the supervision of the Revenue larine Bureau,
mumbering 19 in all and varying fron two oared skiffs to half deck sail
boats. (E)
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SENIORITY PROMOTIONS = 1Glk

In 10LL Secretary Spencer reported to the Speaker of the louse that
the President hod established a rule of promotion similar to that in the
Navy, by which "those who have devoted years of their lives in this branch
of public service will reap the just reward of fidelity and integrity; and
no lieutenant is promoted without a previous examination into his profession-
al qualifications.” (E)
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IRON VS. 700D - 16Ll

In discussing the desirability of iron over wood for future cutters
“he 18Ll annual report of the ievenue llarine Bureau stated:

"The first iron steamer built in England, the AARON LANBY, was launched
in 1821, and, according to the most authentic accounts, from that time to
1630, although she had been aground repeatedly, with cargoes on board, the
hull had required no repairs, xxxx It is impossible to assiyn any tinme for
the duration of iron vessels erployed in salt water as there hrs not been
a sufficient lenjth of tiue to determine the question; but we have the (facts)
before us, that, in the szme period wherein a timber vessel would have re-

quired an outlay in repsirs equal to ther original cost, the hull of the iron
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vessel has required no repairs. xoooc Facts show that wmany iron vessels have
bean stranded in positions where a timber built vessel must have been totally
lost, and, after being got off, they were found to have only received indenta=
tions where the weight rested." (I')

# % W o* W

TIE FIRST IRON STTAM CUTITAHS - 18LL

In 18kl the first two iron steamers were placed in cormission in the
Revenue larine Service. They were the SPENCER .and the LEGARE. In 1842
gix steamers had been contracted for, four to be built on a horizontal
subnerged wheel plan initiated by a young Lieutenant named Ilunter in the
Navy and two with Ericsson's propeller. Hunter's scheme had been rejected
by the MNavy but he had claimed and obtained from the Revenue Marine Service
a royalty of 84000 on each vessel. The four built on the submerged wheel
plan were, accarding to a letter written by one of the older Captains in
the servcie who was a Lieutenant in 18li2, "deplorable and total failures.®
(These were the SPUNCER, BIBB, DALLAS and McLANE). The propeller type (the
JEFFRKSON and LECAHT) were "a partizl success." The LEGARE was of the
propeller type, while the SP!NCER had the submerged horizontal wheels.
The chief engineer of the SPLNCER stated that "the machinery on board the
SPENCER, or part of it, is not in such situation as to render it fit for
service." After a series of trial trips over a mumber of months the
Hunter device on the SFENCER "could not be made to work with the sli htest
prospect of success." The submerged wheels were removed and two propellers
invented by Captain Loper substituted. The BIBB, built in Pittsburg, had
to be run ashore to keep from sinking shortly after departing on her maiden
voyage. Both the DiLLAS and McLANE were altered to side wheelers. ithen
alterations were complete, the four Hunter models had cost $L16,906.15
for all four. Congress thereupon pessed an act forbidding the construction
of other vessels for the service unless by cial appropriation. President
Tyler vetoed the bill but the Senate over-r%%‘ﬁﬁ ?lgﬁ'gﬂ:féﬁﬁ 3, 1uls.
On the same day ther re-enacted the law excepting "such as are now in course
of building and equipment." (E)

# 3 3 3 %

LIGHTHIOUSLS TC REVINUE MARINE BUREA! - 106LS

On February 19, 1845, the Lighthouse Establishment was placed under the -
Revenue HMarine Burcau and all collectors given the superintendence of lizht-
houses, lightboats, buoys, and beacons in their respective districts. (E)

‘ #3096 3t

FIRST ENGINEERS - 1845

On March 3, 18L5, Congress authorized the President to appoint six
engineers and six assistant engineers. for the Revenue Harine Jervice, one
of each to be assijned to each of the six steamers then in the service.
Each engineer was to receive the same pay as first lieutenants and each
assistant the pay of third lieutenants in the Revenue Marine. (E)
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CAROLINA COASTS VITHOUT CUTTERS - 1th5

In 1ULS, the whole coast of North Carolina, »nd a portion of South
Carolina was entirely unguarded, except by a few suallrowboats, employed
under the direction of the collectors. The revenue cutter formerly sta-
tioned there had been condemned and never replaced. A new cutter of U0
tons for inland navijation of the coast wes recommended. (E)
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SEVEN CUTTERS FOR MDXICAM WAR - lulb

On May 19, 186, a "strictly confidential" letter was written to
Captain John A. \lebster of the Revemue llarine Service at Newport by
President Polk's Secretary of the Treasury Valker: "The Revenue Laws
of the United States having been extended over the state of Texas, and
war with the Republic of Mexico existing, it is deemed advisable to con-
centrate a number of Revenue vessels between the Rio Greonde or Rio del
Norte and the lississippi Rivers, which at the same time shall attend to
their legimimate duties, by keeping a vigilant eye over the interests of
the Revenus, and be held in readiness to cooperate with the other branches
of the public service, by employing the forces on board, as may be directed.
With this view, the President has directed the Revenue Steamers McIANE,
SPENCER and LEGARE, and schooners VOODBURY, TNING, FORWARD and VAN BUREN,
be assizned to that service and placed under the direction of the Commanding
General of the Army of Occupation for the purpose of conveying men, supplies,
or intellizence, to and from such points as he may direct, and should neces-
sity require, of aiding with the forces euployed on boerd in the prosecution
of the war." Captain \/ebster was designated to "control under the direc-
tion of the Commanding General xooxx the movements of the Revenue vessels." (E)
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" MEXICAN VAR CUTTER OPERATIONS - 1lé

In less than two weeks after an order had been issued to Captain
Webster of the Reverme Marine to take control of the movements of seven
cutters under the direction of the Commandin General of the Army of
Occupation in the.Mexican War, all seven vessels were ready for sea, The
SPENCER burned out her boiler, however, and had to put into Charleston and
return to Philadelphia. The LEGARF reached her destination, but eventually
her boiler burned out also and she was ordered north. The LEGARL and EWING
in August 18L6, however, delivered 1000 rifles to General Taylor at Point
Isabel in time to be used in the battles of lMonterey and Puena Vista. The
schooners T00DBURY and VAN BURLN were actively employed althouw;h both were
decayed and in need of repairs. The lcIAIE ran aground at the mouth of the
Tobasco River and had to be extricated by the Navy. The FORVARD took a

_ brillisnt pargt, - under Captain H. B. Nones -, in the capture of Prontera

and Tobasco and the Captain, his officers and men were commended by Commodore
li. C. Perry of the Navy for their "skill and gallantry." In December 14L&
Captain Tebster becane extremely ill of fever contracted on the Coast of
Mexico and was obliged to give up his command to Captain Foster and return
home. Tn 165, in his 79th year he was detached from duty as commanding
officer of the cutter WACKSON and placed on special duty at full - This
was the only method of pensioning old officers at that time. (E?By
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YEXICAN VAR = 18l£.10L8

“len the secretary of State John Quincy Adams agreed, in negotiating
the purchase of Flordia {rom Spaih on 1619, that the Sabine River, rather
than the Rio Grrnde marked the western boundary of Louisiana, he probably
never dreamed that he was raising an issue that would result in war with
Hexico 27 years later, Opponents in Congress exclaineds:

"We bought and paid for Texas and now you're giving it away."
But the agreement stood,

. Mexico, declaring its independence of Spain two years later, announced
the Sabine River as its northern boundary and granted the ripht to colonigze
to Stephen F. fustin. Similar grants went to other Americans and by 1830
Texas was becoming more American than Mexican. Mexice aroused by this trend
barred further immigration by Americans and forbade the importation of slaves.
Then a revolution in Mexico led to a Texsn declaration of independence in
1435. Santa Anna, the Mexican revolutionary general slaughtered 183 Texans
in the Alamo at San Antonio six nmonths later. Texans under CGeneral San
Houston took Santa Anna by surprise within a month, !':dl1led helf his army,
captured him e2nd forced him to agree to Texas independence.

After nine years of annexation debate, in Congress, during which Santa
Anna and the Hexlcan Government that followed him, repudisted the treaty
granting Texas independence, Congress passed the Annexation Bill in 1hLS.
Nexico still claimed the Nueces River as the southern boundsry of Texas.
General Zachary Taylor established an Argy of Occupation near Corpus Christi.
As these troops started across the disputed territory in Larch of 1uL6, the
New Orleans Collector of Customs ordered the revenue cutter “OODBURY to
Aransas Pass.

The TDODBURY loaded Army supplies at Aransas Pass, contacted General
Taylor at Point Isabel and discharged her cargo on the beach. Then she
proceeded to the routh of the Rio Grande and commenced a blockade of Mataw
moras. ‘hen the U. 5. and Mexican armies clashed and Congress granted war
powers to President Polk in May, they automatically included the cutters.

"The Revenue Laws of the U. S, having been extended over

the State of Texas," wrote Treasury Secretary Valker, "and
war with the Republic of Nexico existing, it is deemed
advisable to concentrate a number of Revenue vessels between
the Rio (rande, or Rio del Norte, and the “lississippi River,"

. The steamers McLANE, SPENCER and IEGARF and the sailing cutters
UOCDBURY, WG, FORWARD and VAL BUREN were ordered to keep "a vigilant
eye over the Revenue" but to be "under the direction of the cormanding
. General of the Army of Occupation for the purpose of conveying nen, supplies
or intellizence to and {rom such points as he nay direct; and should neces-
sity require, of aiding with the forces employed on board in prosecuting
the war,®

Captain Jjohn A, \lebster, commandini the JACKSOH at Newport, was to tumn

his command over to his First Lieutenant snd becore cormander of the cutter
flect. He was to proceed to New Orleans, communicate with the Collsctor of
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Customs at that place and receive instructions. For the first time a group
of Revenue cutters was to operste as a unit under the irmediate command of
an officer of the custons. A rendesvous was arranged at the mouth of the
Mississippi for all the cutters as they became ready.

"Should you fall in with the Commodore of the paval forces
employed in the Gulf of Mexico" Webster was told "you will
repart to him the readiness of the Revemue vessels to per-
form any service he may require - provided it does not in-
terfere with the execution of any order you may have already
received fron the commanding of ficer of the Army, or his

gents, and does nct violate any of the special instructions
here given you,."

The MORRIS vms ordered to Key Vest whose exposed positlon to private
armed vessels fitted out to ammoy our commerce might render importan. the
presence there of an armed force afloat. She was to make short cruises
in the vicinity of the port and be prepared to repel an attack. The WOLCOIT
took on supplies at Mobile and sailed with a Naby purser carrying dispatches
to Navy Commodore Conner, aboard the U. S. Brig LAVRENCE somewhere. off the
Mexican coast. General Taylor remained at latamoras throughout the summer
of 1uk6 and depended largely upon the cutters to bring him ame and ammni-
tion from New Orleans and carry his reports back, The cubters made oceaw-
sional eruises southward with instructions to capture any vessel landing
cargo for the cnemy. The FORWARD mnd McLANE together captured four vessels.

As General Taylor pushed on to lonterey and Saltilo, Commodors Conner
decided on a sweep southwind along the coast and the FOIWARD a&nd McLANE
Joined the expedition. The LISSISSIPI'T, under Navy Commodore Matthew
Calbraith Perry attempted to carronade the defences of Alvardo, while the
cutters and other small vessels crossed the bar at the river mouth. The
KISSISSIPPI was unable to stand in close enough for her shells to take
effect and when the LcLANE ran aground on the bar, with three gunboats
in tow, he ordered a withdrawal,

The cutters did better a little farther down ‘the coast at Frontera and
inland at Tobasco, 7L miles up the Tobasco River, through which munitions
from Yucatan were believed reaching the Mexican Army. Crossing the bar of
the Tobasco River at Frontera on 1 June, 17, they passed unmolested up
the river as the men at Fort Acceahappa left their guns. Commodore Perry
ordered a detachment of Marines ashore at Tobasco and continued bambarding
until nightfall. The next norning the Mexicans offered to nepotiate terms
and the expedition dropped down the river, leaving the FORWARD and McLANE
at Frontera on blockade duty. Commodore Perry reported:

"I an gratified to bear witness to the valuable scrvices of the
flevenue Schooner FOIGIARD, cormanded by Captain H. B. Nones, and
to the skill and gallantry of her officers and men,"

The Me LANE maintained successfully the bleckade of Tobasco for several
months, having been moored in the river near Frontera, and unable, from de-
fects in the machinery, as well as the shoal water on the bar, to have ex-
caped had an attack been made by a superior forece,
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The LIORRIS at Key West was driven upon a bank during a hurricareon
October 11, 1UL6, where the receding waters left her nearly dry and a
total loss. (G)

#* 36 3 3t 3

ASSESSING THE BLALE - 106L6

On December 1, 18L&, Captain Frazer, Chief of the Bureau of Revenue
Marine wrote: "For the great outlay which has been the result of these 311
advised experiments (i.e. the submerged horizontal wheel steamers B1BB,
SPFNCER, DALLAS and MCLANE), the present administration (Geo. }. Bibb became
Secretary of the Treasury under Tyler in luhl) is in nowise responsible, -
nor is the revenue marine, upon which nueh of the odium of t o8 wretched
failures has unjustly fallen, in the sli htest degree accountable for their
projectlon or cxecution." One officer, it appears, was reponsible for re-
commending the first disastrous experiment with the Hunter Models. Jie had
been detailed to accompany the steamer UNICN on a cruise from Norfolk to
Boston and he represented the speed, under canvass alone, as equal to that
of "any pilot boat" and the steanin: qualities "incomparable." "Under
these assurances, and reposing confidence in the Judgement and professional
knowled ;e of those by whose advice the Honorable Secretary (John C. Spencer)
¥as governed, the vessels were comnuenced in the summer of 1843.0 (E)
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STEAM V3, 3AIL ~ 1846

"The amount which has thus been expended" Captain Fraser reported in
1ekb, referrin, to the $608, 156.55 expended on six ill-starred iron steamers
in 1ok3-Ll "would have provided, fully armed, equipped, manned and provisioned,
no less than 2¢ brizs of 250 tons; a fleet which would hsve formed a cordon
from one end of the coast to the other, sand a class of vessels which could
have kept the sea at all seasons of the year; have rendered efficient service
in protectin; the revenue, as well as in affording relief, and would have
been maintained at an expense comparatively trifling." (E)

# o3 ¥ %

PLUA FOR VEDICAL AID AND PENSIONS - 1046

In 1uh6é, Captain Fraser, Chief of the Burea. of Reverme Marine, Treasury
Departnent advised Gongress; F

"On board of the revenue vessels no auéhority is given, under any cir-
cumstances, to employ medical aid, even when called upon to cooperate
with the Navy. The officers and crew are exposed to the same casual-
ties, without being provided with any nmedical assistance, and there
are now livin; upon the cold charities of the world, several men who
have lost limbs in the service by frost during the winter, or other
casualties, in the execution of their duty, when beyond the reach of
assistance from the shore. lovever, meritorious the cause which has
deprived them of the means of gaining a livelihood, no pension is pro-

vided, nor any other refuge left them than the almshouse affords," (E)
* %% w o
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FIRST APPROPRIATIONS FOR LIFFBOATY STATIONS = 1ol7

Although the Congress had reached the verge of federal activity on the
saving of life from shore ss esrly as 1436, the first apuropristion was not
made until 16h7, and this was, after the lapse of two years, turned over to
the collector of customs a2t Boston to be used in acquiring bort houses and
equipment on Cape Cod for the lrssachusetts Humane Society. After a series
of wrecks on the coasts of Long Islrnd and New Jersey, totaling over three
hundred in a period of nine years, an appropriation of $10,000 was mrde in
1048 for the purpose of providing "surf boats, rockets, carronrdes, and
other apparatus for the better preservation of life and property from ship-
vrecks on the coast . . . between Sandy Hook and Little lgg Harbor.! The
funds were expended in cooperation with insurance underwriters, under the
supervision of a Captain of the Revenue-llarine Service, and eight boat-
housee, each about 16 by 28 feet, were constructed. These were the first
stations built with federal funds. One still stands at Spermaceti Cove,
on Sandy Hook. (C)

o33 %

DISPOSITION OF FIRST IRON STEALERS AFTER luh8

The BIBB was used for some years in the Coast Survey. The SPTNCER
was utilized for some years as a lightship at the entrance to Hampton-
Roads while the McLANE performed the same duty at Ship Island Shoal, Gulf
of Mexico. The DALLAS which, with alterations had cost $63,952.23 was
taken from Lake Erie to New York and sold for $3,000. (E)
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REVERSION TO SAIL - 1uL8

On August 12, 1848, appropriations were made for six new revenue
schooners. The brig LAWRENCE built in 16848 had been sent around Cape Hom
to the Pacific Coast. She went ashore on October 21, 1651, four miles
below Point Lobas, while under commend of Captain Douglas Ottinger. The
steaner JLFFTLRSON and DALLAS had been brought out of the Great Lakes through
the Welland Canal to the seaboard. The DALLAS was having new machinery in-
stalled and the POLK, a side wheeler, was being converted to a sailing ves-
sel. The number of cruising cutters had been reduced to eight. The TANFY
had been temporarily transferred to the Navy and was engaged in taking sound-
ings in the Atlantic Ocean. It was proposed to build and equip the new ves-
sels at the different Navy Yards to avoid all "frand and imposition." The
experience with the six iron steamers still rose to plague the service. (E)
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FIRST CUTTER TO CALIFORNIA - 18L8

Cn November 15, 16, Captain Alex V. Fraser, the first Chief of the
Revenue Marine Bureau, who had so confidently recommended the use of iron
steamers in January 1084l and who remained in office long enough to settlse
up the accounts of the lamentable failure, was detached and placed in com=-
nand of the Brig LAVRENCE and ordered to proceed around Cape Horn to the
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newly acquired territory of California, just taken over from Mexico. Cap~-
tain Richard Evans assused charge of the Revenue jiarine Bureau and submitted
his first report on January 16, 1bl9.

3* # % % #*

FIRST U. S. APPROPRIATION FOR LIFESAVING ~ 1648

On August 3, 1848, William A, Wewell, a Congressman from New Jersey,
8oL up in the llouse of Representatives and delivered to that bodr a deeply
gtirring plea for some measure of [overmment assistance for those in veril
along our coasts. In-a voice shaking with emotion he described in vivid,
harrowing words the scenes of shipwreck and death he hinself had witnessed
along the Jersey coast. xxxx It was the winter storms of lul7 and a series
of disasters involving heawy loss of life during the summer of 1lulits that
had aroused Representative Newell to his historic speech of August 3rd.
Eleven days later on August 1, 1uhy, Congress acted and passed a measure
providing equipment "for the better preservation of life and pw perty from
shipwrecks on the coast of New Jersey between Sandy Hook and Iittle Eeg
Harbor, ten thousand dollars; the same to be expended under the supervision
of such officers as may be detached for this duty by the Secretary of the
Treasury,"” As a result eight boathouses were erscted and put in order,

They were little more than rude shacks, 16 by 20 feet, scantily equipped.
Captain Douglas Ottinger of the Revenue !':rine Service had been assipgned

by the Treasury Department to select the sites and supervise the construce—
tion of the shelters., oo Unfortunately no provisions had been made for
permanent or salaried keepers; as he completed each station, Captain Ottinger
had to leave the key with the nearcst responsible person whom he could en-
trust with this governnent property. He also left a printed card of in-
structions as to just how each piece of apparatus was to be used. xx%
During the period of 18L9 to 1653, Congress made several more appropriations
for lifeboats and shelters, but the uncucrded boate soon suffered from miSe
use, neglect and decay. xowm Then on April 16, 165L, another terrible cala-
mity aroused public indignation to such a pitch that Congress was again
forced to act. The immigrant ship, POVHATAN, bound for New York from Le
Hlavre, crashed ashore in a terrific gale at Long Beach, New York .... Three
hundred and eleven men, women and little children died in the surf while
those ashore could do nothing except pull the dead bodies from the sea xocx.
A bill passed December b, 1uSL, provided for additional stations along the
dangerous Long Island and New Jersey coasts and for the appointment of keepers
for each station. The keeper was expected to keep hinself and family from
starvation on the princely stipend of $200 per year. 3xocr. The administra-—
tion becane lax and keepers do not appear to have been held to any sort of
accountability for the property entrusted to their care xorx. Things cane
to =uch a prss that, in 1871, an entire reorganization of the service was
ordered by its chief, Summer I. Kirball, This was carried out under the
direction of Captain Faunce of HARIILT LAND fame, Real surfmen and fisher-
men faniliar with the coasts were recruited to replace the politicians, but
it was IU%'?)before the last evils of the spoils system were finally removed.
XX, 1 F ’ . i
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. NE¥/ CUTTERS - 1849

The (ulf shore of Florida, Lississippi, Alabama, and Texas were without
a single revemue cubter in Jamuary 1luh9. Two of the new cutters were in-
tended for the Atlantic Coast and four for California and Oregon stations.
A number of revenue cutter officers vwere employed in reverme boats as board-
ing officers at such points as Castine, Sackett's Harbor, Frenchman's Bay,
llachias, Rochester, iiscasset, South Vest Pass, Balize, Point La Hacha,
Key West and Oswego. (E)

GUFIERS RIVERT TO COLLECTORS OF CUSTOL'S - 10L9

In 16L9 the office of Commissioner of Customs was created by law, the
duties of the new office being fiscal rather than administrative. A change
in administration took place the day following the approval of this act.
President Taylor succeeded President Polk and William M. Meredith succeeded
Robert J. Walker as Secretary of the Treasury. The control of the cutters
reverted to the local collectors about this time, For 21 years after that
or until Mr. Summer I, Kimball was appointed Chief, Revemue Marine Division
in 1071 vwhen Qeorge S. Boutwell was Grant's Secretary of the Treasury, the
service was administered by the collectors. The depths to which its effi-
ciency must have fallen, is gathered from the fact that on March 2, 1855,
an act of Congress directed that no person should be appointed Captain or
Lieutenant "who does not adduce competent proof of proficiency in naviga-
“tion and seamanship." This reenacted a similar law passed on March 3, 18l5.
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FIRST FIDFRAL LIFIBOAT STATIONS - 1th9

During 1849 the Congress provided additional funds for the e stablish-
ment of fourteen boathouses along the New Jersey coast and on Long Island,
the latter being under the direction of the Life Saving Benevolent Associa-
tion of New York. The station built at Eaton's Neck may still be seen.
llore boats and equipment were provided to be used by the volunteers, but
there was no accountin; for the property furnished, nor responsibility of
any kind after the hoathouses were built and equipped by the government.

In 1854 the appointment of keepers at $200 per year was authorizod and more
appropriations were nade for the support of stations. Improvements were
spasmodic and temporary, and, partially as a result of reports made by
officers of the Revenue<larine Service, the Congress in 1t71 authorized the
Secretary of the Treasury to employ crews of experienced surfmen at such
stations and for such periods as he .\ight deem proper. This was decidedly
a step in the right direction, and the beginning of a governmentally super-
vieed system in place of the loosely administered volunteer service, (C)
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FIRST IROM BUOYS - 1850

Iron buoys were first employed in about 1850, replacing wooden spars
or staves made into barrels, and in that year provision was made for their
systematic coloring and numbering. ‘he bell buoy was first used in 1885
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and the whistling buoy in 1676, Tall cans and muns were introduced in 1900.
The first lighted gas buoy was placed in position outside New York Harvor
in 1861. Electricity, supplied by cables running from shore, was used in
Gedney Channel, Lower New York Bay, from 180U to 1903, but the systom was
impractical. Compressed acetylene was introduced in 1910, and is the il-
luminant most used in lighted buoys today. ILater developments include the
compressed gzas bell buoys and the radio marker buoy, the last equipped

with an automatic radio beacon transmittér of low pover. (A)

FOURTEEN RASCUED FROM A RUSSIAN BRIG - 1050

During a wild March hurricane about 1850, John B. Dovms the acting
keeper of ihite Island Light, Isles of Shoals, New Hampshire, was with a
friend in the great white tower, when a great snowstorm hit with furious
jntensity. The keeper, Captain Healey, hgd gone ashore for supplies.
Before midnight the giant waves were surging right across the island.
Around midnight there was a lull in the storm. Suddenly there came a
knock on the tower door and when the keeper opened it, a jlant negro,
bleeding from a score of cute, loomed in the doorway. "Brig ashore sirl®
he cried. PRight near the lighthouse tower." The kecper listened to the
man's story as he bound his wounds. The vessel was a Russian brig bound
for Saler and loaded with hides and tallow and had gone ashore on the
southwestern point of ihite Island. The negro had volunteered to lower
himself over the bowsprit into the darkness to go for help, as the light,
glinmpsed through a 1ull in the storm, secmed right overhead. As he scranbled
up the jagped barnacled rocks he wrs cut and bruised sewerely by onrushing
waves but finnllv reached a led;e out of reach of the ses, where he saw
the light from the keepeds quarters.

The three men started out in the storm and as they reached the rocky
shore op_osite the wreck, the brig's bow seemed suspended on a pinnacle of
rock. It mizht break up at any minute. A stout line wes secured to the
doomed vessel and mede fast, but there being no post or projecting rock on
shore on which to fasten it, Keeper Downs decided to wrap it around his
owm body, and have this friend and the negro help hold it. Descending
into a deep crevice and bracing himself, Downs signalled to have the thirteen
Russian crew members come in on the line, one at a time. The first eleven
were not injured and came ashore without mishap but the last two had been
seyerely injured and had to be helped, being almost swept off the ledge when
their strength failed. Finally all were safe in the lighthouse, but the
storm continued for a week and the food rations had run very low before a
new supply arrived from the mainlend. (D)
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LIFE SAVING APPARAIUS - 1850

Between the first lifesaving station, the crude mortar, and the life
car, by use of which 201 persons were rescued from the AYESHIRE, stranded
on Squam Beach in 1650, to the equipment of the present, are years of striving
and developnent. Anong the most important inventions was the line-throwing
gun devised by Lieutenant David A, Iyle, of the Ordnance Department of the
Amy which, with others, led to his being named a nember of the first Roard
on Life Saving Appliances. Another useful device was the beach apparatus
wagon, originated by Lieutenant licLellan and approved by the Board of Life
Saving Appliances in 1893.  (A)
o3 #
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SUN LIT THE WICKS - 1B50

Keepers of Cape Ged light around 1050 had to be careful to turn dowm
their wicks in the moxrning, for when the sun rose, it would often set fire
to the wicks by means of the reflectors. On one of the coldest days of
the year, the sun actually get {ire to the l:mps, when the kecper forgot
to turn his wicks down, and at noon the kecper glanced up at the tower to
find all the lamps burning brightly. (D)
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BUOY COIOR SYSTTM - 1850

Buoys have a languzge, so that they can tell their purpose. A pas-
senger on a vessel passing into a harbor or following an entrance channel
will note that there are differences in the colors and shapes of buoys, and
in the colors of their lights. On the right are red cone-shaped buoys, knovn.
as nuns, and on the lelt the buoys are black and cylindrical, called cans,
It is of great value to the navigator to have this uniform meaning of the
buoy characteristics, a system in use throughout United States and Canadian
waters, and in most of the world. But this was not always the case. Before
the law of 1850, prescribing the colors of buoys, there was no system in
this country, An early report mentions the buoys in Salem Harbor as being
colored black, white or red, and goes on, "they might as well be of any
other color, so far as it is used in a distinctive way," and another re-
port remarks that the buoys are not systematic, "as they paint them of
vwhatever color the Custom House contains." (B) _
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OWL'S HEAD (ME.) LIGHT XVI'PER RESCUES TWO FROL ICY TOMD - 1850

During a terrible gale on December 22, 1850, a coasting schooner,
anchored off Jameson's Point, broke her cables and drifted on to the ledges
off Spruce Head, near Rockland, Maine. There were three persons on beard,
the mate, his bride-to-be and a deck hand. The schooner did not sink but
was held in a rocky eradle her decks awash. The three people huddled in
the shelter of the taffrail, while great waves broke over them, covering
them with spray which soon froze into solid ice. To have ventured on to
the rocks would have meant certain death from the mountainous waves smashe
ing against them, The mate had the girl 1lie down next to the taffrail,
then he lay dovm beside her and then covered them both with a heavy blanket.,
The deck hand crawled in beside the mate and all three were thus protected
by the blanket. Soon however, the blanket was encased in ice. The deck
hand had kept a small air hole in the ice and in the morning, when the tide
was out escaped from the icy tomb. The other two were unconscious, but the
deck hand clambered ashore and finally fell exhausted in the road where Keeper
Masters of Owl Head Light found him shortly aftervards. After being reviv-
ed he told the story and the keeper and other rescuers went in search of
the schooner wvhose masts were soon visible atove the snow drifts. The two
lovers were chopped out of their icy coffin and taken te the keeper's home
vhere cold water applications were applied and the bodies massapged. After
several hours of such treatment they revived and after several weeks of
rest were able to walk. They were married the following June. (D)
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MOST GREAT LICHT STRUCTURES RUILT BRTWEN 1850 - 1880

4 mmber of lighthouses were built by the Romans, and in the twelfth
century the seafaring Italian republics revived the use of beacon towers.
The total number in the world, however, was still small in 1716, when the
first lighthouse in Americz was established at Boston. Several other light-
houses were built by Massachusetts and her sister colonies, and later under
the federal government there was such active construction that in 1857 the
Lighthouse Board expressed the view "That but few additional aids to navi-
gation of any kind can be reasonably asked for in any part of the Atlantic,
Gulf, Lakea, or Pacific Coast of the United States," This prediction, like
80 many others expressive of things-as-they-are, did not foresee many con-
tingencies. Since then, on these coasts, the number of aids hae increased
tenfold, This much is true, however, that our cosstal lighthouse systen was
fairly well completed in the last century. Strctures which house the great
lights of today were for the post part built from 70 to 100 years ago. (B)
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GUANO THF CRITERION - 1850

Automatic acetylene lights have bsen placed on ilavassa Island, lying
between Jamaica and Hispaniola2 on the route from New York, and on three coral
reefs in the northwest Caribbean Sea, to mark the tracl: from the Gulf of
Lexico to Panama. The United States claims title to these uninhabited bits
of earth through the tems of a curious law enacted in 1U50, which provides
that "whenever any citizen of the United States discovers a deposit of guano
on an island .... such .... may at the discretion of the President, bc con-
sidered as appertaining to the United States.” (B)
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DEVELCRIFNT OF THE FOG SIGNAL - 152-1950

Celadon Daboll for many vears specialized in the construction of fog
signals. in 1652, a horscpowered fog signal was put into operation at
Beavertail Light, Rhode Island. It was run by a pump operated by a ¢ read-
mill on which a horse was kept walking during the period of operation. In
1657 a stean whistle was installed at the 1light and used for eleven years.
Then in 1865 a fog signal operated by a hot air engine, a new invention of
Daboll's,was installed. John Ericsson, who had desipgned the iron clad UNNITOR
of Civil var fame, had also developed the hot air en;ine. In 1681, the hot
air ergine was replaced with an improved steanm engine for the fog signal. The
Crosby auto:atic fog signal controller adopted in 18UY permitted the charac-
teristic of the 1lishthouse fo; siznal to sound accurately. In 1900, Beaver—
tail was fidEed out with a new compressed air operated screcn. Electric motors
now drive the air co pressors for the fo; signal, (D)
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U. S. LIGHTHOUSE. BOARD - 1852

"The growing pains of the lighthouse service after 1BLS were impressed
on the Congress. There were investigations, atten:ts at examination by a
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Board of Navy Commissioners into the necessity for facilities, and provi-
sions for experimsntation with equipment. The Atlantic Coast and the
Lakes were divided into districts, and naval officers were assigned to
each of them. MNore investigations and reports were made, and in 1851
there was created a planning board for the purpese of making a report
which would serve as a guide for legislation. As a result of such a re-
port, the Congress set up the Lighthouse Board in 1852, This body, com-
posed of officers of the Army and the Navy and of civilien scientists,
functioned vntil 1910. Among its naval members at one time or another
were Dewey, Evans, and Schley. Meade, general of the Union forces at
Gettysburg, performed lighthouse duties, as did Hosecrans, Beauregard,
and Semmes, who later commanded the Confederate vessel ALABAMA. Among
the eminent civilian scientists who served with the Lighthouse Board were
Henry Morton, first president of Stevens Institute of Technology, and
Jossph Henry of the Smithsonian Institution, The Lighthouse Board esta
blished twelve districts, provided for their administrztion and inspec~-
tion, instituted improvements in equipment, and fostered experimentgtion
with new devices, and to it belongs much of the credit for the excellence
of our present day navigational aids. (A)
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STEAMBOAT ACT - 1852

The first significant marine inspection legislation was the act of
August 30, 1852 (The "Steamboat Act"), which provided for the appointment
by the President, with the advice and consent of the Senate, of nine super-
vising inspectors. These men, experts in the construction and operation
of commercial craft, were paid by the government. They were to neet once
a year for the purpose of consultation and the promulgation of regulations
governing the administration of the applicable laws, assigned territory
being covered by each of them. ILocal inspectors, acting under the supere
vising inspectors, were authorized to issue licenses to engineers and
pilots of passenger vessels. Inspectors were now on salary, the amount
depending on the number of vessels inspected in each district, the source
of which was receipts f{rom fees for inspections and licenses. (c)
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ABBIE BURGESS AND THY CHICIENS - 1856

It was during the nmonth of January, 1856, that Captain Burgess left
Matinicus Roc': Light to go ashore after supplies. It was the year of the
great gale thal swept linots ledpe away,land in which so many disasters
on the high seas occurred. It was a subject that was talled about for
years. Captain Burgess was unable to _eot back to the station but he did
not worry about the lights not being lipghted. During the terrible stomm
that raged through the night Abbie Burgess, a girl of seventeen sat
quietly at the dining room table and with her pen and ink wrote to a friend
a letter which fully described the storm.

"Dear « - . « 4 You have often expressed a desire to view the sea out
upon the ocean when it was angry. Had you been here on 19 January, I surnise

1. The storm which carried away the temporary framework for the second
lfinot's Ledge Lighthouse vms on January 19, 1857. ED,
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you would have been satisfied. Father was away. FRarly in the day, as

the tide rose, the sea made a camplete breach over the rock, washing every
novable thing away, and of the old dwelling not one stone was left upon
another. The new dwelling was flooded, and the windows have to be secured
to prevent the violence of the spray from breaking them in. As the tide
came, Lhe sea rose higher and higher, till the only endurable places were
the light towers. If they stood we were saved, otherwise our fate was
only too certain. DBut for some reason, I know not why, I had no misgivings,
and went on with my work as usual. For four weeks owing to rough weather,
no landing could be effected on the rock. »uring thistime we were without
the assistance of any male mewber of our family. Though at times greatly
exhausted with my labors, not once did the lights fail. Under God I was
able to perforn all my accustomed duties as well as my fathers.

"You know the hens are our only conmpanions. DBecoming convinced, as
the gale increased, that unless they were brought into the house they would
be lost, I said to mother, 'I mustiry to save them.! She advised me not
to attenpt it.. The thought, however, of parting with them without an ef-
fort was not to be endured, so seigzing a basket, I ran out a few vards
after the rollers had passed and the sea fell off a little, with the water
knee deep, to the coop, and rescued all but one. It was the work of a
moment, and T was back in the house with the door fastened, but I was
none too quick, for at that instant my little sister, standing at the win-
dow, exclaimed, *Oh look. look there! the worst sez is coming.' That wave
destroyed the old dwelling and swept the rock. I cannot think you would
enjoy remaining here any great length of tine for the sea is never still
and when agitated, its roar shuts out every other sound, even drowning
our voices,"

It was twenty-one days before the father returned and fardne was almost
staring them in the face. Their rations had been reduced to one cup of
corn meal and an egg & day. During all the tine her father was absent, the
daughter pressed into service as she was, never faltered, and each night
the beacon threw forth beams of light brighter than ever before, At the
same time she cared for her invalid mother. .hen the sea had subsided and
there was a favorable chance to land, the father returned to his ocean
hone. (K)
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FEVY ADDITIONAL AIDS THOUGHT NETDED - 1857

The construction of aids to navigation in the years inmediately follow-
ing establishment of the Lighthouse Service was so rapid that in 1657 the
Lighthouse Board said "but few additional aids to navigation of any kind
can be reasonable asked for in any part of the Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes, or
Pacific Coast of the United States." Since then the number of aids in these
. localities has increased more than tenfold, and over 36,500 of them are
maintained along an aggregate coastline of 10,000 miles, making the coast
of the United States one of the best marked in the world. (&)
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FIRST STEAM LIGHTHOUSE TENDER - 1857

Much history is sssociated also with the vessels of the Lighthouse
Service, both tenders and lightships; a number of the latter have rendered
service for as long as eighty years. The well=knowm sidewheel tender
HOLLY served fifty years before she was decommissioned in 1931. As the
last of the sidewheel tenders, she was a familiar sight in Chesapeake Bay,
and in her earlier days was scmetime used by President Cleveland. The
first stean tender was the SHUBRICK, built in 1857, and sent to the Pacific

- coast by way of the Straits of iagellan. The voyage took over five months -

cord wood had to be cut in the straits to enable the SHUBNICK to reach
Valparaiso. This tender carried guns to protect the vessel and light sta=-
tions on the Pacific coast from the Indians. (She visited Sitka, Alaska

in 1865, while it was still Russian territory). One lightship, No. 8,

took part in Kane's polar expedition, under the name of the ARCTIC. A
service flag for the lighthouse vessels was adopted in 1869. It is triangu-

“lar in shape, and has a blue lighthouse on a white field, surrounded by a

red border, It is displayed in addition to the national emblem. (B)
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A FUNERAL AND A VEDDING - 1860

- There is a story that one of the keeper's of Egg Rock Light (Mass.)
lost his wife early in the winter, when the island was surrounded by ice.
Dress.ng her in her best finery, the keeper carried his dead wife out to
the oil shed where he laid her reverently dovm and covered her body with
a wooden protection. Within a day or two the body froze solidly and re=~
mained in that condition all that cold winter. Vhen the first signs of
spring indicated to the keeper that he could row to the mainland, he
placed the body in the stern of the lighthouse boat and rowed ashore. He
had to return +to the island tefore night to light the light, so the funeral
was speedily held,

After the burial he visited s home a short distsnce from his former
residence ashore, and asked a childhood sweetheart, now forty years old,
to marry him. He explained the necessity for haste. Somewhat flustered
the lady consented; a trunk was rapidly packed; the preacher who had
officiated at the fineral was called; and the two were married. The
keeper took his new wife back withhim before nightfall in time to light
the light and in the same boat he had brought the body of his dead wife
to the mainland. As far as the story goes the two were perfectly happy
on isolated Egg Rock for many years after. (D)
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THE CIVIL VAR - 1861-1865

"Tell Lieutenant Caldwell to arrest Captain Breshwood, assume command
of the cutter and obey the order I gave through you. If Captain Breshwood
after arrest, undertakes to interfere with the command of the cutter, tell
Lieutenant Caldwell to consider him as a mubineer and treat himAccordingly.
If anyone attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot him on the spot.”
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This order of General John A. Dix, President Buchanan's Sgcretary
of the Treasury to a personal representative at New Orleans on January 29,
1861, sent to see that the cutter ROBERT McCIELLAND sailed for the North,
was never received, Captain Breshwood surrendered to McCLELLAND to the
State of Iouisiana when it seceded from the Union shortly after. Five
vessels of the Revenue Marine Service were seized or turned over to the
Southern States.

The war split the loyalties of the service and many officers and men
felt compelled to resign. Captain James J. Morrison, aboard the LEWIS CASS,
stationed at Lobids, cast his lot with the confederacy and turned his ship
over to the state authorities. Yhird Lieutenant Charles F. Shoemaker, later
to become Commandant, determined to remain loyal to the Union. Laking his
way, 28 best he could, with his brother officers and the entire crew, he

Tinally reached the North. The State of Texas took possession of the HENRY

DODGE only two days before President Lincoln in his inaugural address on
March L, 1861, declared "the power confided to me will be used to hold,
occupy and possess the property and places belonging to the Government,
and to collect the duties and imports."

A few days later, the HARRIET LANE, newest revenue cutter, and a
gside wheeler, was transferred to the Navy. On April 12th she lay off the
bar at the entrance to Charleston harbor.. The steamer NASHVILLE, also
lying off the bar, prepared to run in. Captain Faunce of the HARRIFNT LANE
orderad her to remain outside and ordered a shot thrown across her bows
to siznify that he meant business. The shot had the "desired effect," and
it is also claimed to be the first shot fired in the Civil "ar. For the
bombardment of Fort Sumbter began at four-thirty that afternoon. The con-
federate batteries forced Kajor Robert Anderson to surrender two days
later, after a terrific bombardment, while the HARRITT LAIT. and others in

the Navy relief squadron stoocd outside, unable to help him,

Secretary of the Treasury, Salmon P. Chase issued the following warn-
ing as he closed the ports of the seceding states:

"You will bear in mind that all persons or parties in armed insurrec-
tion against the Union, howsver such persons or parties may be organized
or mammed, are engaged in levying war against the United States; and that
all persons furnishing to such insurgente arms, munition of war, provisions
or other supplies, are giving aid and comfort and so are guilty of treason.
xxxX. Use your utmost diligence' he urged the Customs Collectors and Reverme
Captains "to prevent the prohibitad shipments and to detect and bring to
punishment all who are in any wzy engaged in furnishing to such insurgents
any of the articles above described.v

There were only 2U effective cutters in the service at the outbreak of
the war, four of which were on the Pacific Ccast and six on the Great Lakes.
Five of those on the Lakes were brought to the Atlantic Coast. Anything re-

_senmbling a cutlter was requisitioned. Eight vessels were taken over from

coast survey. Some remained in the cutter service, while others, unfit for
war service, returned to hydrographic work. Two seagoing steamers, the

CUYAHOGA and the ITALI, the one a former Mexican man-of-war captured in
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the war with Mexico, and the other a 225-ton yacht, built on the Clyde,
were put into service. r. E. A. Stevens of Hoboken, built a steamer,
named it the STTVENS and presented it to the GCovernment. Twenty year old
James (ordon Bemneti, Jr., was comnissioned a first lieutenant to serve
aboard his 160 ton yacht which became the Revenue Cutter HENRIITTA. AsS

the war progressed the Treasury Department built six new screw~steamers,
each bearing six guns. The ships were gpeedy and were useful in chasing
down privateers. During the conflict L6 revenue cutters some old and ready
for the scrap heap, soue converted merchantmen, carried on.

The HARRIET LANE with three transports carrying 800 troops and ac-
companied by two powerful steam frigates and four other Navy vessels stood
out of Hampton Roads on August 26, 1861, and began landing operations

.against Fort Clark and Fort Hatteras ten days later. \/ith sone 300 troops
ashore, the weather changed inte a violent blow. The cutter soon had a
rescue job on her hands. Heaving her 32-pounders over the side, she fought
the rushing seas and gathered up landing barges and boats, while the larger
vessels stood away to safety. Uhen daylight brought calm the sguadron
steamed back and began firing on the forts passing and repassing them on
an elliptical course, so that scarcely a shell fell on board, as the shore -
batieries constantly shifted their range, while the union gun crews readily
found and held the range of the stationary forts. The men from the badly
battered Fort Clark had to withdraw to Fort Hatteras. Next morning, de-
spite reinforcements, the forts surrendered and the confederacy lost one
of its chief blockade-running bases. It was the first union victory of

the war. Soon after this, -the HARRIFT LANE was transferred permanently

to the Navy, acting as Porter's flagship until captured at Galveston.
General llagruder then ordered her to sea under the Confederate flag,

The cutter NAUGUTUCK was a toat of peculiar construction "on account
of her submerging qualities and little draft of weter, as in case of obe-
structions or torpedoes, she could, by punping out, evade them and give
warning of the danger to the rest of the fleet.” The cutter tested &he
HERRD'AC's iron sides in company with the LOVITOR ond shrred in the bombard-
ment of Sewall's Point which opered the James River to the Union Fleet.
Then, in company with the MONITOK, the MAUGUTUCYK led an expedition up the
river, with orders to reduce the eneny's works along the way, spike their
guns, blow up their magazines and get to Richmond and shell the city into
surrender. Eight miles below Richuond, at Drury!s Bluff, the cutter found
the channel blocked by two barricades: one built of spikes driven into
the river bed, and the other formed by steamboats and sailing vessels,
loaded with stones until their %eels rested on the bottom. A heavy battery
plaibed on the bluif, supported with rifle pits, manned by sharpshooters,
locked down on the river and belched into action when the flotilla appeared.
The NAUGATUCK! ;hf&g Parrot gun began to answer with its hundred pound
shells, After?'gnscpe ition began dropping dovmstream, confirming Commodore
Rodgers opinion that troops would have to dislodie the confederate shore
defenses before another attempt to break through the barricede,

The NIAMI was President Lincoln's personal transport which carried
him up and dovm the Potomac and Chesapeake for a first hand view of the
enemy. A little knownbut spectacular incident in one of these trips came
in May 1062. President Lincoln and the Secretaries of War and Treasury
boarded the MIAMI on the evening of the Sth. Arriving off Fortress Monroe,
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the difficulty of capturing Norfolk was discussed. After an unsuccessful
daylight attempt to effect a landing had failed on !ay 9th the party aboard
the IIAKT decided that night to determine whether a landing was feasible.
The Captain of the cutier ren it in close enough for Lineoln and his party
actually to walk on Confederate held soil and reconnoiter, Their findings
caused Lincoln and Stanton to order a full fledged attack on the foilowing
day. On lay 10th the reorganized forces of the Union army stormed ashore
through thinly held enemy lines to enter the deserted citv of Norfolk.

In June 1863, Lieut. Charles /. Reed, commanding the Confederate
Raider CLAREMCE, appeared off the Virginia Capes, burned three vessels,,
captured and bonded two others, then set fire to his ovm ship, after trans-
ferring her armament and stores to the TACONY, a third capture. Lincoln
directed Treasury Secretary Chase to cooperate with the Navy in clamping
down on the "rebel depredations on American commerce and transportation
and in capturing rebels engaged therein.” The Secrotary ordered Captain
John lcGowan of the cutter CUYAINIOGA to “obtain as exact a description of
the TACONY as peossible and proceed forthwith in search of her.n

"As the rebels may change to another vessel" he cautioned "or may have
other vessels engaged in like depredations, you will visit every one you
overhaul and satisf{y yourself as to her true character, not allowing your-
self to be deceived by any device such as change of vessel, rig, paint or
flag. Respect neutral ships and property, but capture whatever is rebel,
however disguised. Conceal the warlike character of your own ship as much
as may be necessary. If your crew is not full, call for volunteers from
other revenue vesscls for this cruise.”

The Confederate Read proved as foxy as Secretary Chase surmised, For
he switched fron the TACONY to the ARCHER, one of his later captures, and
then after destroying the TACONY continued, north. FPvidently Read felt
full confidence as he bore up the corst of llaine. lle decided on a foray
ashore and picked Portland as the spot. The Confederates disguised the
ARCITRt as a fisherman, tosk her safely past the forts guarding "ortland
harbor, then strolled ashore in small groups, with instructions to meet
in the town and destroy two gunboats under construction 2nd set fire to
the citv whagves. For some reason the fire refused to take hold and Iiead
gave up the raid as a bad job - until he heard of the death from a heart
attack a few houts earlier of Captain Clarke, the commander of the revenue
cutter CALEB CUSHING, stationed at Portland.

About one o'clock next morning shortly after the moon had set, the
watch aboard the CALER CUSHING caught the sound of boats moving through
the harbor. lie went into the cabin and roused Lieutenant Davenport, the
temporar: commander, then came back on deck to give a vell of warning at
the sight of almost forty men pouring over the side with drawn revolvers.

The invaders made short work of the watch with irons, rushed below
and fetltered the rest of the crew asleep in their harriocks s hove up the
cutter's anchor, made sail on her, and then finding the wind too light,
put out a pair of boats and towed her out of the harbor.

“‘ord of the CUS{ING's disappearsnce spread swiftly. At first it was
thought that Lieutenant Davenport hod turned rebel and taken advantapges of
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Captain Clarke's death to run off with the cubter. The Collector rounded
up a flotilla of three steamers, - the tug CASCO, the side-whecler FOREST
CITY and the screw-driven CHESAPEAKE, which appeared with the decks barri-
caded with fifty bales of cotton. they got underway and the FOREST CITY
overhauled the CUSHING about ten miles off'shore. Four rounds from the °
CUSHING's 32-pounder sent the side-wheeler sheering off to signal for a
hurried conference with the other two steamers. The CHESAPEAKE was chosen
for the chase because of her cotton-bale barricade and screw propeller.
Read and his men, however, began tacking the CUSHING and firing shrapnel
whenever the steamer stood for them. But as the chase went on, the rebels
found themselves boxed by the three pursuers, and Read decided the Jig vas
up. Teling Lieuntenant Davenport to take his men off in one of the boats »
he ordered his own crew into two others and then set firé to the cutter
fore and aft, blowing her sky high toward the middle of the afternoon. (@)
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PRESTDENT LINCOLM AT VWILLOUGHBY POINT - 1862

EXTRACTS FRO!I THE ILG OF THE REVENUE CUTTER MIAMT:
NAVY YARD, {/ASHINGTON, D. C. MAY 5, 1862

President Lincoln, Secretary Ci Secrebary Stanton and General
Wool came on board., Got under/and proceeded down the river,

FORTRESS MONROE, May 7, 1862

General Wool and staff came on board and the President and party
acconpanied by the Secretary of Treasury went on shore.

MAY 9, 1862 - 10:00 A.M,

Sent both boats on shore at Lynnhaven Bay rebel shore to reconnoiter
below Willoughby Spit xxx Saw number of people with flar of truce
flying, when our officers, A. G. Cary in charge of cutter, sent V7. E,
Holloway in charge of gig with armed boat crews landed to meet them.

11:30 A M.

Hove wp and started for Fortress Monroe. After landing the parties
at the wharf proceeded into the stream and let go anchor.

5:00 P.M,
The President and Sceretary Chase came off and gave us orders to
immediately up anchor and follow the boat they were in to the rebel
coast. On arriving lowered boats with officers and armed men to
proceed in shore to reconnoiter. On the approach they discovered some
men on horscback supposed to be cavalry and returned to the vessel
hove up anchor and proceeded to Fortress Monroe, where Secretary,
Gen. Wool and party left at 7 P.M. Received orders to return to
Lynnhaven Bay and cover with our guns the landing of our troops on
their arrival. -



LIFE SAVING STRWICE - 187k

By 187k lifesaving stations had been extended to many New England
points, the southern pert of the Atlantic coast, the Great Lakes, and the
Pacific coast. ILifesaving medals were then authoriged, personnel was re-
organized, beach patrols and signals were introduced, the technique of
using the breeches buoy was developed, and provision was made for regular
inspection and for the reconditioning of equipment. At the same tinme
masters of American ships were required to notify the collectors of cus-
toma at thoir home districts of the nature and probable cause of casualties
involving loss of life, serious persomal injury, or substantial loss of

property. (C)
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A SHIPURECKED BABY - 1875

During a wild gale in larch 1875, the Keeper of Hendrick's Head Light
discovered a vessel ashore on a ledge half a mile off shore. A heavy snow-
storm had apparently blotted out the light, The seas were pounding the
hapless craft and those on board had taken to the rigging where ilcy water
had apparently already froze them to the ratlines. !mable to launch a
dory in the wild sea, the keeper went along the rocky ledges seeking some
way to help those aboard. He built a bonfire to let them know they had
been seen and went to the shore again to search for wreckage. Suddenly
he noticed a large bundle coming ashore. Grabb ng a boat hook and line,
the keeper fastened the line about his walst while his wife held tight
0 the other end as he waded into the raging surf. Ile managed %o hook
the bundle as it vas hurled on the sand by a huge wave. The bundle was
really two feather beds bound together with ropes. Cutiing them apart the
pair discoverasd a box and in the box a baby girl, very much alive and cry-
ing at the top of her voice. In a few moments the child was warm and
cozy in the keeper's dwelling. TIn the box were two blankets, a locket
and a nessage from the doomed nother, commending her child to God. The
keeper and his wife, who were childless, adopted the baby girl soon after-
wards. (D) .
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FIRST SCHOOL SHIP - 1877

Attempts were made to standardize procurement and promotions in the
Revenue Cutter Service, but nothing of lasting value was accomplished until
1876, at sbout the time the Revenue-iiarine Division was established in the
''reasury, when the Congress also provided for the instruction of cadets,

For a while (1877-78) the students divided their time between studies ashore
at New Bedford and cruises in the schooner DOBBIN. In 1878 the bark CIIASE
was put into service as a schoolship for twelve cadets. In 1690 the Revenue
Cutter Service again experimented with appointmenis of Annapolis graduates,
but this was abandoned soon thereafter. The CHASE was again used, and after
having served for thirty years, first at New Dedford and then in conjunction
vith classes ashore at Arundel Cove, Maryland, she was Succeeded in 1907

by the ITASCA, a steamer rigged as a brig. In 1910, the corps of cadets,
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LIFE SAVING STRVICE - 187h

Bv 187L lifesaving sbations had been extended to many New England
points, the southern psrt of the Atlantic coast, the Great Lakes, and the
Pacific coast. Lifesaving medals were then authorized, personnel was re-—
organized, beach patrols and signals were introduced, the technique of
using the breeches buoy was developed, and provision was made for regular
inspection and for the reconditioning of equipment. At.the same time
masters of American ships were required to notify the collectors of cus-
toms at their home districts of the nature and probable cause of casualties
involving loss cf life, serious personal injury, or substantial loss of
property. (C)
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A SHIPYRECKED BABY - 1875

During a wild gale in March 1875, the Keeper of Hendrick's Head Light
discovered a vessel ashore on a ledge half a mile off shore. A heavy snow-
storm had apparently blotted out the light, The seas were pounding the
hapless craft and those on board had taken to the rigring where icy water
had apparently already froze them to the ratlines. !mable to launch a
dory in the wild sea, the keeper went along the rocky ledges seeking some
way to help those aboard. He built a bonfire to let them know they had
been seen and went to the shore again to search for wreckage. Suddenly
he noticed 2 large bundle coming ashore. Grabb ng a boat hook and line,
the keeper fastened the line about his walst while his wife held tight
to the other end as he waded into the raging surf, Ile managed to hook
the bundle as it vmas hurled on the sand by a huge wave. The bundle vas
really two feather beds bound together with ropes, Cutting them apart the
pair discovered a box and in the box a baby girl, very much alive and cry-
ing at the top of her veice. In a few moments the child was warm and
cozy in the keeper's dwelling. In the box were two blankets, a locket
and a message from the doonmed nother, commending her child to God. The
keeper and gﬁ.s wife, who were childless, adopted the baby girl soon after-
wards. (D

* 3 W 3 W

FIRST SCHOOL SHIP - 1877

" Attenpts were made to standardize procurement and promotions in the
Revenue Cutter Sexrvice, but nothing of lasting value was accomplished until
1876, at about the time the Revenue-liarine Division was established in the
''reasury, when the Congress also provided for the instruction of cadets,
¥For a while (1877-78) the students divided their time between studies ashore
at New Bedford and cruises in the schooner DOBBIN. In 1878 the bark CIIASE
was put into service as a schoolship for twelve cadets. In 1690 the Revenue
Cutter Service again experimented with appointments of Annapolis graduates,
but this was abandoned. soon thereafter. The CHASE was again used, and after
having served for thirty years, first at New Bedford and then in conjunction
with classes ashore at frundel Cove, llaryland, she was succeeded in 1907
by the ITASCA, a steamer rigged as a brig. In 1910, the corps of cadets,
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sixty in all, wvas transferred to Fort Trumbull at MNew London, in which
city the Academy has since remained, new buildings having been constructed
in 1932. (L)

LR

WRECK OF THC CALDONIA - 1878

Captain Charles Drisko was kecper at Libby Islands Light Station
when the schooner CALDONIA of ¥Windsor, Nova Scotia, in charge of Captain
Davidson, struck on the west end of Big Libby Island. The CALDONIA left
Yarmouth, N. S. on the morning of December 2, 1878. The vessel was making
good time standing up the coast when the clouds began to darken the sky
and a storm broke from the souteast. It was midnight and a gale of wind
was blowing. Captain Davidson had two passengers on board that were coming
to the States., When the sidpper found the vessel had more of a sea than
she was able to weather, he changed his course and headed for lachias Bay
in hopes to gain smoother water. This he tried to .do before the storm had
gained such wild violence. The wind was severe on the smzll craft and
with a heavy sea following the vessel, ©the squalls came and went but
~Captain Davidson and his crew never had a chance.

The vessel waded and wallowed so in the gigantic seas that it was
just chance that the captain could run a course. As he was rounding the
end of Big Libby Island the vessel pitched into the hollow of a big sea and
when she righted herself she was in on tho breakers.

1wWo passengers who were in the after cavin «v uwne wvine, escaped being
washed overboard, but the Captain and his crew were hurled into the air by
the great camber that in its race of fury to strike the shore, took all that
wasg not lashed down with it.

It was peaceful the next day around Libby Island and the waters had
calmed. The devil in hell had got all his work in the day before and had
disappeared as quickly as he had come. But he had completed the task that
he had set out to do, and had done it well, for at daybreak on the sun-
kissed sands of Big Libby Island there lay the bodies of the Captain,
Steward and one seaman. The vessel was hard and fast on the bar with the
two passengers clinging to the main-top rigging. Boats gone, everything
swept from her deck was the way the volunteor lifesaving crew from Starboard
found things. After much difficulty they rescued the two passengers from
the wreck, (K)

3 3% % ¥

LIFE SAVING SiRVICE A SEPARATR TROASURY BU EAU - 1878

In 1878 the Lifesaving Service was established as a separate bureau
in the Treasury Department, with a general superintendent of its ovm. As
a scion of the Revenue-llarine Service, the Life-Saving Service worked
closely with its parent until the two vere again united in 1915. Officers
of the former served as supervisors and inspectors, and Surmer I. Kimball
whe left the Revenue-llarine Division to become head of the Life-Saving
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Service on its formal establisiment, remeined its guiding genius, having
served continuously until the act of January 28, 1915, consolidated the two
services,and the organizational connection of the Revenue Cutter Service
with the saving of life along the coasts and on inland waters, established
in 1871 for a brief period, was again restored. (C)

LR R

170 THE LCULST PIDUER" - 1680

During a period of Government economy about 1680, the Ned Point Light
at the entrance to llattapoisett Harbor, 'lass., was offered for sale, being

~ advertised in the local papers as going to the "lowest bidder." Captain

James Stowell of lMattapoisett promptly posted his offer of one ecent. The
Government, in its embarracsment,sent him U pages of information as to
why his bid was not accepted, Incidentally the light was never sold
but i8 now an unattended light ®88®& which is displayed/April 15 to October
15 each year. (D)

* W% o9

BID SCHEEN ON LICHTHOUSE - 1680

A screen was erected at liayot's Beach around the light about 1880, so
that th= birds which were attracted by the glare and had been killing them-
selves by the score would not damage the lantern itself. Ilany panes of
plate glass had been broken by the terrific i pact with which birds crashed
into the light, several of them even penetrating to the interior of the
lantern room itself. The light was finally extinguished for good as being
unnecessary. (D)

# 4 3t SR 3

A BEWITCHED ISLAND - 1883

There were some good stories told about outer Bootibay Harbor before
the erection of Ram Island Light Station in 1082, and the mariners claimed
they saw ghosts and all kind of witches. "It is a dark old hole," said
dne of the fishermen, on trying to make into Bootibay larbor,

During a night of stygian darkness, the wind blowing a gale, a sailor
onZ%ﬁproaching vessel trying to make Boothbay Harbor saw a vision on Ram
Is » There stood a woman all in white holding a lighted torch in her
hand and waving it above her head. The tiller was swung hard down so as
to come about just in the nick of tize to keep her off the Rocks,

A hand-line fisherman running home one evening under a smashing
southerly breeze lost his bearings in a dense fog and would have put his
craft high and dry on the ledges had not he seen flames from what he called
a burning ship »n Ram Island. lle later visited the island and looked all
around for the fregments of the burned vessel but found none. Not even a
might of chrrred wood could be picked up and he was at a loss to mow how
the signal was issued. ' '
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An old island resident, who is now passed the three-score and ten
mark, tells of how he was taking a new sloop from one of the ship-building
plants at Friendship to Portland. Somehow he got in too near shore as
night was coming on and he would have surely crashed on the jagged rocks
had he not all of a sudden been warned of the territle pounding of giant
seas. It seemed to be smooth enough out vhere he was but all of a sudden
a terrible seausde up and such a noise attracted his attention quickly
enough to warn him. (K)

# 3 ¥ 3% 3

THEY NEVER RFACIED FLORIDA - 1084

On the afternoen of January lv, 180L, when Horace N. Pease vas Keeper
of Gay Head Light on Martha's Vineyard Island, hass., the popular coast-
wise stesmer CITY OF COLUIBUS sailed from Roston for New York and the South,
many of those aboard planning to spend the colder minter months in Florida.
The vessel never reached Florida. At 3:45 A.M. next day she piled up on
the terrible Devil's Bridge ledge which runs off the shore from Gay Head,
Just under the lighthouse. One hundred persons drovmed within twenty
minutes. Sighting the wreck,Keeper Pease gathered a crew of Indians, of
whom there were quite a few still living on !lartha's Vineyard at that tine,
to go out to the vessel. The first attenpt to launch a lifeboat in the
raging surf resulted in failure. The lifeboat capsized but all the crew
members reached shore safely. The next attempt was successful, however,
and reaching the wreck the lifeboat crew shouted across to the survivors
huddled on the icy deck of the steamer, telling them to leap into the sea.
Because of the swell the boat could not safely come any closer to the
vrecked steamer. One by one the terrified passengers jumped into the
ocean and were quickly pulled aboard the lifeboat. As the overcrowded
lifeboat headed for shore it capsized in the surf just off the beach, but
all were saved. Another lifcboat from Squibnocket now brought several wore
survivors ashore. DBy this time the Revenue Cutter DEXTER had arrived and
her lifeboats rescued seventeen more survivors. Two men were still seen
clinging to the rigging, however, and Lt. Rhodes, R.C.S., volunteered to
go to their rescue. He leaped into the water but was struck by floating
wreckage and forced to return to the cutter. Later he rowed a srmall boat
to the vreck and actually boarded her. Climbing the ice covered shrouds
he reached the men,but found them both frozen to death, Laboriously he
cut them down and brought the bodies back to the DEXTER. The wreck was
then left alone in the sea, her icy ri;ging rlistening in the eéld
Jamiary sun far frou the warn southern climes, she had set out for only
a few hours earlier. (D) -
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CAPE ELIZADETI LIGIT FEUFER HDLCURS TiI0 - 1405

Keeper llarcus jjanna of Cape Elizabeth Lizht had just retired on
January 2i, 1665, after working the Cape Elizabeth fog signal all during
a stormy snowy night. His assistant had relieved him, but it was the
keeper's wife,while extinguishing the lighthouse lamp at 9 Ak, who first
noticed the masts of a vessel looming a quarter of a milz off shore. Yeeper
Hanna dressed and rushed out amidst the snowdrifts to the for; signal station.
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The schooner AUSTRALIA, with Ceptain J, '/, Lewis and a crew of two
men Irving Pierce and William Kellar, had sailed frou Boothbay Harbor,
bound for Boston the preceding afternocon, but when the stornm hit then
off Halfway Rock Light at 11 P,l., ther had decided to run for Portland.
Later the Captain had accepted I'lerce's advice to stand off instead.
then the mainsail blew to pieces he had planmned to jog off and on under
reefed foresail until morning. With a temperature of four above zero
the schooner herd iced heavily and the crew had jettisoned the deckload
to keep her afloat. At eight o'elock Cape Elizabeth Light had been
sighted and they had hoisted the peak of the mainsail in an attempt to
weather the Cape, but the wind and sea had grounded then on to a ledge
near the fog signal station. Captain Iewis was washed overboard and
lost tu% the two crewmen took to the rigging.

Here they clung half frozen by icy spray and soon unable to move,
as the vessel seemed doomed to break up. Keeper lanna, obtaining a good
line with a heavy iron weight, made his way with his assistant to the
shore, where the vessel was perched at a L5 degree angle, being swept
by angry seas from the stern. Reaching the ice covered rocks the keeper
knee deep in foam, finally,after at least twenty attempts to reach the
vessel with the line had to cease temporarily. The assistant went for
help. Then a towering wave struck the schooner, lifting her bodily from
the ledge on which she rested and smashed her against the rocks nearer
the fog signal station, over on her beam ends her whole port side stove
in. Ilanna threw the line once more and it landed aboard the schooner
but the men, unable to free themselves from the frozen shrouds could not
reach it and it slid off into the sea. In a final attempt Seaman Pierce
was able to break away and reach the line, wrapping it, with great effort,
about his waist. There was no time to lose, so Hanna sirnalled hin to
Jump into the sea and finally hauled him singlehande over the rocky ledge.
ierce was totally blind from exposure and his jaws frozen together but
he was otherwise unhrt. Another toss by Illanna and the line reached
Kellar through the floating wreckage of the now fast disintegrating schoon-
er. As he signalled the seaman to jump into the ocean, Hanna's strength
was failing fast, but his assistant now fortuitously appeared with two
neighbors and the four nen soon had the helpless sailor out of the surf.
The frozen clothing was cut from the seamen's bodies and cold water rubbed
on their limbs, vhile stimulants were forced between their frozen jaws,
Two days later they had recovered sufficiently to be taken to Portland, (D)

SRR

CUTTER BEAR - 1886-1926

The story of the Coast Guard in Alaska, is, to a very considerable
extent, the story of the BRAR, a 200-foot steanm barkentine which was pur—
chased by the Navy on 188L, already aged 10 years, to go to the relief of
2 party under Lieutenant Greely which had been isolated at Camp Conger.
Thereafter this vessel was assigned to the flevenue Cutter Service, and
entered the Pacific via the Straits of Magellan, succeeding the CORJIN
in 1886, she served over forty years in the North, her name having become
synonymous with the government, and made many rescues and expeditions,
anong the most famous havin; been a search in the winter of 1697 for lost
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whalers, from which the cutter returned with men from five ships -fter
a difficult trip in the course of vhich a sm2ll party traveled sixteen
hundred niles by sled, drove four hundred reindeer overland for food,
restored the shipwrecked men to health, and preserved order anong five
hundred natives and three hundred sailors at Point Barrow for about
four months until the BEAR could come through. Her commanding officers
were made United States commissioners, and others on board were nade
deputy marshals. She has carried Stefansson, Amundsen, and almost every
other well-known Arctic Explorer. After having been honorably retired
in 1926, tb give way to the NORTIHL/I'D, the BEAR was recalled to serve
with Pyrd in the Antarctic, and later resumed active wartime duty in
World Vfar IT as a Navy vessel in Greenland waters. (L)

3 ¥ 3 3% #*

BERING SEA PATROL - 1806

The CORVIN had steamed south by August, W6, to guard the salmon
fishers, which, with full holds, were heading back to San Francisco.
There they would lay up for the winter or sril any run in the world on
charter. The HUSH was waiting to protect the seal herds as they prssed
through the Aleutians and convoy them out to sea. The BEAR patrolled
the waters around the Seal Islands. The sealing schooners gave her
a wide berth, scatterin; as soon as her toprmasts appeared over the
horizon. In thick weather she was sometimes able to approach more
closely, but if unable to run for it, the sealmen called in their boats,
quicl:lyr washed their bloody decks, jettisoned their cargoes and trans-
formed their ship into an innocent fisherman. She made no captures, but
gave the sealing fleet little opportunity to carry on the hunt. (J)

R
PITY TIE POOR SAIIOR — 1606

The runners from the "shanghai" boarding houses plied the bars along
the Barbary Coast in San Francisco in 1686, They promised any sailor
oceans of liquor, bevies of beautiful girls, a fine kit of sea clothes
and a good ship out when his time ashore was up. If persuaded to become
a "guest" at the boarding house, the sailor was promptly drugged, beaten
into unconsciousness or kept helplessly drunk; his outfit was stolen and
replaced with the cheapest clothes obtainable; and he was lugged on board
a departing vessel, usually within 2l hours after his arrival. The bLoard-
ing; house owner, or crimp, checked him in with the outgoing skipper,
signed his nane to the shipping; articles and obtained two nonths advance
wonges to pay for the nan®"lodging® and his "new outfit," Once at sea
the victin had no alternative but to "ride his dead horse" until the
two nonths were up and to increase his debt by buying serviceable clothes
from the skipper's slop chest at exhorbitant prices. The practice was '
only partially abated by the LbLU amendment to the law which required
that seamen on vessels in the coastwise, and certain nearb American,
trades be signed on before shipping commissioners ap.ointed by the U. S.
Commissioner of Navigation. (J) (L)
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A CRYPTIC MESSAGE - 1087

In 1807, while the REAR lay at anchor with the whaling fleet in Port
Clarence, the whaler YOUNG PHOENIX sailed through the entrance and threw
her sails abacl: as her anchor splashed toward the bottom. A boat hurriedly
left her side and hurried toward the BEAR. Her master ran up the gangvay
and handed Captain Healy a riece of wood on which was carved the following
symbols:

"J.B.V. BK. NAP. Tobacco give;
S.W. C. NAV, L. 10 Help come.”

Wihile the YOUNG PHEONIX had been becalued off Cape Rering, an Eskino
had paddled out in a kayak and tossed the piece of wood, which had been
passed from native to native along the coast onto her deck.

Captain Healy and the master of the whaler thoughtfully studied it.
They knew that the bark NAPOLEON had been wrecked on the Siberian coast
late in the preceding year. Fourteen of her crew of thirty six men had

taken to the boats and vere picked up b other whalers. Others were
believed to have gotten safely ashore through the surf, but inquiry by

- whalemen anong the Eskimos brought forth the report that all had subse-
quently died from exposure and starvation. The two skippers interpreted
the symbols as follows:

J. B, Vincent of Edgartown, llass., known to other whalemen as one
of the NAPOLEON's boat steerers, had pramised that tobacco would be given
to the bearer of the message; he was located ten miles south of Cape Navarin
and was in need of help.

In a very few minutes the BEAR was under way.  She steamed 400 miles
at full speed and two days later hove to off the flat desolate shore of
Cape llavarin. Two ragged men, clinging to each other for support, barely
able to walk, staggered out of a hut on the beach. A boat oub through the
surf. Vincent and his companion were taken on board, cared for and, later,
given transportation to San Francisco. (J)

% 3 3 % 3

KING ISLAND TRAGEDY ~ 1890

In 1890, scon after the ice opened, the BNA% reached King Island, north-
west of Nome, in the Bering Sea. ihile still some distance from the land-
ing place, her men saw tiat it was crowded with strangely guiet Eskimos.
Kayaks and oomiaks were putting out from shore.fs the Fskinos clambered over
her rail their bony hands and punched faces graphically portrayed their
hufger. They touched the men of the BLAR with gentle Tingers s as if anxious
to make sure that they were really there, thanked then for coming and then
bolted for the galley, begging piteously for food.

In painful, heart-broken words; the chief informed Captain Healy that

200 of his people had died of starvation during the winter; only 100 men and
women vere still alive on King Islend. The walrus, depended upon to provide
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then with fgod, had failed to appear during the preceding fall. iinter .
storms nade passage to the mainland inpossible. The survivors had first
eaten their dogs and then subsisted for months on seawesd. Before the
BEAR steamed on Lo Barrow xoox food supplies from her storarooms were ferried
ashore, platforms were built, in accordance with Eskimo custom, for the
burial of the dead, and the community was nursed back to health. oo
Upon her return south Capbain Healy,who had been deeply moved by the
King Island tragedy, sugygested to Sheldon Jackson, Commissioner for Edu-
cation in Alsaka, that the DEAR transport reindeer from Siberia, where
they had long been domesticated, to form the muclei of herds which would
eventually supply the Bskimos with skins for clothing, pack and sled

. animals for transportstion and neat for food. Before she sailed for the

north the following spring, Jackson and members of an exploring expedition
led by Israel Russel reported on board. Jackson had authority from Con-
gress to purchase ten Siberian deer. (J)
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BEAR'S SKIPPER . MEPRESFNTED "KING OF KDIGS" - 1890

Not a few of the Lskimos regarded the BEAR as having 2 charmed life
and considered her skipper the direct representative of the King of Kings.
Revenue headquarters had taken a more legel viewpoint and arranged for
him to be made a U. S. Comissioner for each cruise, in order that he
night try minor cases, and for onc of her officers to be appointed Deputy
U. 8. Marshal, that he night lepally take custody of those accused of more
serious crines. (J)

A BOOI FOII BOON ISLAND - 1390

Keeper Villiams tells a ;ood story of how they dined at DBoon Island
one Thanksgiving Day in the lotter part of the nineteenth century. The
holiday was approaching, and as nobody had teen ashore for several weeks
they had got down very close to nothing in the hearty line. He was stand-
ing just inside of the light tower on the evening before Thanks. iving,
and wondering what he and the boys were going to have the next day for the
repast. Suddenly without any warning he heard a terrific blow struck against
the parapet deck. Anxious to find out just what had happened he went oute
side and there lying on the deck were four psir of tlack duck dead as a door
nail. Thinking that it took more than that to make such a2 thump, he went
around the tase of the tower and among the rocks he found four more. They
had been attracted by the bright beams of the light =nd so blinded that they
could not see where they were ;_;o(ifx . The birds were in unusual fine condi-
tion and he and the boys had somd ksgiving; dinner, for which they were
only to glad to give thanks to thc Creator for remnembering them at such a
tire. Those on shore all the time were wonderinz whot the keepers on Boom
Island were having for dinner thet day and the news did not et circulated
until a few days alterward when the lighthouse tender MYRTLE nade z call
and the story was told end relayed to the kecpers' families.  (K) '
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A CONMITUBIAL SICNAL - 1890

A pair of pants and a petticoatl, hoisted above an comiak putting out
from one of the villa;es, had often caused the BEAR to heave-to until s
giggling bride and groom came on board to have a legal marriage, formerly
unknown amon; the natives, perflormed upon her quarterdeck. Usually, how-
ever, her skipper felt that this was hardly a job for vanderin; sailormen
and mercly transported the lovesick pair to the nearest missionsry. (J)

% %

'FIRST RETNDERR FOR ALASKA - 1691

The BEAR sailed along the Siberian Coast in 1091 and londed officers,
who after several days of search located the deer herds grazing on the
tundra. Rifles and ammunition were traded for the ten reindeer. They
were driven to the coast; seamen rubbed their soft noses and patted them
reassuringly as they urged thenm into the BEA:l's boats. Alongside the
ship, canvas slings were passed under their bellies; the winches hoisted
them aboard. At Teller, on the shore of Port Clarence, where it had been
decided to establish the first Alaskan reindeer Station, a section of the
rall was let dovm: the deer jumped over the side and swam ashore. The
BEAR's crew built a house for a white man named DBruce, who was employed
as Superintendent of the Station and constructed a corral from drift wood
and rib bones of whales. They were zided by natives who had agreed to serve
as apprentices until they had earned a few deer of their own, and a Sibernan
hexder, who had been hired to teach the Eskimos to care for the deer. (J)

4
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A THREATENED StAL VAR - 1892

In 1492, before sailing north, the BEAR received secret orders which
informed her that Bering Sea was to be the scene of the greatest activity
since the Civil Var. It had proved inpossible for the few cutters of the
Bering Sea Patrol to guard the many sealing schooners. Fach summer the
rookery beaches were littered with the bodies of starved pups; the herds
were dwindling at an alarming rate; a number of scientists had been ordered
to vislt the Seal Islands to investigate the quite obvious cause. Pending
their report, the U. 5. had decided to ignore England's protests and to
serve effective notice that the killing of mother seals would no longer
be tolerated. The Dering Sea cutters and a number of naval ships were
directed to report to Captain Robley D. *(Fighting Bob)" Evans of the USS
YORKTO!IN, who would assign them to guard the Aleutian passes, the Seal
Island and surroundin;: waters,

- The BEAR Jjoined the YORKTO. at Unalaska. Two British cruisers under
Admiral Hotham were in port, with orders from their Admiralty to resist with
force the seizure of Canadian sealin; schooners at any noint outside the
three-mile limit. Seamen from the op-osing ships spat on their hands,; glared
at each across the short spaces of water and exchanged glib jibes when they
passed on the streets of the tomn.
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For days the newspapers of the world and trans-atlantic cables seethed
with exciting phrases. TUar seeried unavoidable. But at the lnst minute
Great Britain agreed that seizures should not be resisted but should sube
sequently be adjudicated by an International Court. (J)

o3 3% % R

TESKINQO" KEANLS "FISHLATLRM

The word "Eskimo" neans fisheater and was applied as a tern of derision
by the Algonquin Indians in speakin; of the natives of Southern Labrador.
In Alaska the natives call themselves "Innuit." (L)
# ¥ ¥ %R *

A CUTTVIIUNK RESCUE - 1692

On Harch 11, 1892, a fearful gale came out of the sea to beat against
the shores of Cuttyhunk Island. The keeper. of Cubtyhunk Light, Captain A. G.
disener was first apprised of a wreck when he noticed thousand of laths
coning ashore. A short 1lull in the storm enabled hin to discern the out-
lines of a vessel less than two czhle's lenithsoff shore. The masts had
been carried away and the rigging was in a hopeless taniel of confusion
on the deck and over the side. There were four men clinging to the wind-
lass bitts. Calling his wife and daughter he surmoned two others who were
on the island and the five of them launched the lifeboat of the 'assachue
setts Humane Society. Keeper Eimener kepl her headed into the giant combers
and after an hour of hard rowing reached the wreck. The ship was the
British ROB AND HARRY. Two of the crew crawled out on the bowsprit and
dropped into the plunging lifeboat, but just then a giant vave crashed
into the lifeboat £illing it with laths and water and sweeping all but
two of its oars overboard. Then the line snapped and the lifeboat drifted
helplessly away. Iifteen minutes later the lifeboat hit the rocky beach
and everyone man~zed to escape alive, although the lifeboat was badly stove
in at several places. The U. S. Life Saving crew had now arrived but their
beach apparatus was deemed useless in any attempt to rescue the two men
still aboard. "he lifeboat was, therefore, repaired and finally launched.
Reaching the wreck on the second trip Eisener found one of the survivors
alive but the other was dead from exposure. The assachusetts Humane
Society later awarded Tisener a silver medal and $20 for his heroic rescue
of the three men, (D)

3 3 % 9 %

LIGHTKEEPERS UIIDER CZVIL SDRVICE - 1896

"y task was ruch easier" says George H. Putnam, former Commissioner
of Lighthouses in Sentinels of the Coasts "ecause bthe lightkeepers and
other employees in the Service were already included in the classified
civil service under an order issued in 1896 by President Cleveland, who
did so much to extend the use of the merit svstem in goverment persomnel.
It has not always been thus. In old papers at the office I ran across
books of blank forms, three to the page, check book style, with blanks for
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the name of the keeper addressed and the date, and informing hin)é.o this
effect: 'You are superseded 2s kecper of —— light station on === 18-,
by —.! Just this and nothing more, except the signature of the Superin-
tendent of Lighthouses. For many years the Collectors of Customs acted
as superintendents of the lights, and they evidently applied to the light-
keepers the same system of politicsl appointment and removal to which they
were accustomed in the Customs. A published report on the lighthouses as
far back as 1Ul3 says, 'Another, and by no means the lesser evil, is the
appointment or disnissal of keepers on the grounds of politieal faith or
heresy.' In 1873 an official report states that, 'efficient and faithful -
lightkeepers have in many cases been changed by Collectors of Customs for
no other reason than to give place to some political favorite.!'" (B)

A -

[AJOR ADVANCES Xil AIDS TO NAVIGATION SINCE 1u97

Virtvally all the major advances in lights and fog signals - the
electric lamp, the incandescent oil-vapor light, the Fresnel lens focus—
ing the beam in the horizon of the mariner, the fast-revolving light make-
ingit possible still further to gather the rays into powerful beans, and
the fog bells, followed by the whistle, siren, and diaphone-all have been
developed within a little wore than a century. Only since 10697 has so
necessary an aid been employed as the lighted buoy, boon to the navigator
who must bring his vessel into port at night through treacherous shoals
and narrow channels. And only in recent years hes the wirelsss wave, in
the form of the radiobeacon, been converted to the use of the mariner
blinded by storm and fog. (B)

#* 3% %K

"FROEEN TO THF TITTARTS" - 1897

"But speaking of wrecks," said Captain ![illiams of Boon Islend Light,
"while I was on Boon Island I believe the most exciting time I ever had was
the rescue of a crew when the schooner GULDHUNTLR went ashore. It was the
coldest morning I had ever seen at such an early date in Decerber, 1897.

"The thermometer registeredfour below zeroj it wns a thick vopor, and
blowing & gale of wind from the northwest. The schooner struck on Boon
Island Ledge about three miles from the light Station. The crew succeeded
in getting into their yawl boat and after a six hour row resched the light
station a2t 1:30 in the morning. Ve were aroused by the barking of the dog.
This was the first notification that there was people arocund the island,
i"e got out our lanterns and climbed dovn over the icy rocks snd made out
the little boat just outside the breakers. The castaways were instructed
to follow the lights around the rocks to the lee of the island, and then,
still guided by the glimmer of the lanterns, watched their chance to run
in on the top of a sea. The three keepers, covered with 21ying spray,
grasped the boat rails and the doy, at the sanme time, took “.he painter in

his teeth and ran up the rocks. The little craft was hauled beyond the
reach of the next sea.
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"The crew was frozen to the thwarts and almost helpless. The keepers
and their wives had a desperate task for the next few hours to resuscitate
the almost lifeless men. One of the sufferers was a negro boy fourteen
years old. It vas only a few years ago that I met this same boy and shook
hands with him., The menory of that terrible night was still fresh in his
mind and we had a most interesting conversation about the long apo,n (K)

* ¥ % 3k 3t

THE SEAL PATROL - 1897-1941

A popular misconcention, not borne out by the facts, is that Coast
Guard cutters "ride herd" on thousands of seals as they migrate annua
from the south to their breeding grounds on the Pribilof Islands in the
Bering Sea. According to the Coast Cusrdis "Report of Oceanographic
Cruise ~ CGC CHELAN - Bering Sea and Bering Strait" issued in 193k, seals
travel in small bands "never exceeding five or six and generally twos and
threes." The cutters obviously could not escort hundreds of thousands of
Such small bands. From 149l on the Revenue Cutter Serviee landed small
parties on several of the Pribilofs each season for a two months' stay to
prevent raids on the seal rookeries. It was not until 1897 that the cutters
were authorized by iaw to search for and seize any American vessel "suse
pected of having violated or having an intention to violate the act of
December 29, 1697" prohibiting the killing of fur seals in the vaters of
the North Pacific Ocean. (30 Stat. L. 226).,

The Act of August 2l, 1912, (30 Stat. L. 499, 501) pave effect to
the convention of July 7, 1911, between United States, Great Britain,
Japan and Russia, prohibiting the taking of fur seals and sea otters in
the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea,north of 30° north latitude, except
under certain conditions,mainly for food and clothing by the aborigines
Lliving along the coasts of North America. Since 1910 the killing of seals
on the Pribilof Islands has been carricd on by the U. S. Covernment through
the Bureau of Fisheries. Between 1910 and 1938 the herd under such pro-
tection, -had increased fronl32,279 to 1,872,438 and $2,32),501.6} had been
paid into the U. S, Treasury during the 28 years from the sale of skins;
after money due Great Britain and Japan under the terms of the seal conven=
tion, had been paid. Japan abrogated the convention effect October, 1941,
and, since the war, Japanese have not been permitted to leave Japan except
under close supervision of the occupation authoritics. Pelagic sealers of
other nations have not caused any trouble and are not likely to in the
foreseeable future. The Convention is still binding on United States,
Great Britain, and Russia. (1) (F)

* * % %o

THE BEAR POLICES THE GOLD {USH - 1697

Upon return to St. Liichael, Alaska in August 1097, the Revenue Cutter
BEAR's men learned that the Yukon gold fever, ardently ballyhooed by Pacific
coast railroad and steamship companies, was sweeping the world. The docking
of the IYCELSIOR at San Francisco had excited little comment, but Seatile
had greeted the PORTLAND with Screaning headlines, announcing her arrcival

it



with "a ton of gold." Several ships were at anchor at St. liichaels,

and despite the lateness of the season, twelve more were en route from
Seattle and San Francisco. Three hundred people,including many rouch
characters, were encamped on the beach, muttering threats about what they
would do if the steamship agents failed to live up to their promises to
take them up the Yukon before the winter set in. In a few days, as ship
after ship arrived, their number had grown to more than fifteen hundred.
xxxx The gold seekers wanted only one thing: to beat the rest of the
rush to the Klondike. xooxx Rackets invented on the spur of the moment by
the steamboat men caused much ill feeling among the tenderfeet. Tickets
to Dawspn were sold, and the purchaser scon lsarned that a finely printed
clause required him to assist in building the boat on which he was to
take passage. Bunks on some of the river steamers consisted of floor
space marked off into rectangulnr areas and assigned to three people,
each of whom was permitied eight hours sleep out of 2., xoxx The pros=—
pectors got fighting drunk at the bar on board the ships, roamed the tent
lined streets of the town, passed time with the ladies of leisure who had
been among the first to arrive and did exactly as they pleased, In re=-
sponse to warned requests of St. llichaelst more permanent residents, Cap-
tain Tuttle of the BEAR, took charge of the towm. The men of the BEAR
patrolled the streets; her officers settled disputes about town lots and
steamship tickets, inspascted the badly found, overcrowded passenger vessels,
and endeavored to make them seaworthy, persuaded many tenderfcet to return
to the States rather than attempt to winter in Alaska,and permitted the
river steamers to leave for Dawson when ready. xxxx Finally a detachment

.of Infantry under Colonel Randall arrived, and the old Russian Fort at

St. liichael becane a post of the U. S. Army. St. llichael's worries were
over and, for the noment, so were those of the BEAR. She visited the
nearby islands and headed south. (J)
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THC RATS THOUGHT BETTER OF IT - 1098

As the ice broke up off Point Barrow in August 1890, and the whalers,
whose crews had been rescued by the overland expedition fron the BEAR, were
freed from their long imprisonment, two were found to be leaking badly.
Under the menace of shifting floes, the BRAR's crew made hurried repairs.
While her men were at work, the pack suddenly moved in, forcing her against
the grounded shore ice. A pointed floe jabbed her amidships so violently
that her engine bed plates were raised four inches, her stern was lifted
eipghteen inches out of the water, and it seemed certain that she must be
crushed. Several rats, those black prophets of disaster, scumrded up from
her holds and leaped over the side onto the white ice. They scurxisd back
on board again as her timbers withstood the strain and her crew worked
hastily with the ice chisels, removing the immediate pressure around rudder
and ongimz gooms, breakfmg the floes into sludge to form a cushion or
llbed " J

#* ¥ K

"WE'LL DROWII HTILY

The llaine Sea Coast lMission, with headquarters at Bar Harbor, has for
many years done a geeat deal of good work among the islands and light sta-
tions of the llaine coast.
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An indispensible aild to this work is the beaubtiful mission boat
SUNBEALL. This boat was designed by Albert Condon of Thomaston and was
built in the jard of the late Jonah lorse of Damariscotta. She is eighty
feet long, with sixteen-foot beam, and draws approximately eight feet of
water. She is driven by a 120 h.p. full Diesel crude oil nmotor. She is
constructed of very heavy timbers and is particularly able in every way
to stand the rough weather of winter that is characteristic of the llaine
coast.,

It seems that one of the nission workers had been visiting a certain
island for some time, helping the natives to take better care of thenselves.
lie had shown then better ways of making clothes, how to weave baskets, and,
in general, how to improve their living conditions,

Finally, he thoughthe had become well enough acquainted with them to
try to instruct them a little about the Bible, a book about which few of
these fisher folk had ever heard. So one night he announced a neeting.

The folks came, the men all in their sou'westers, just as they had
left their day's work in the dories. The mission worker told them about
God and a2bout the devil. [le tried to explain as carefully and emphatically
as pessible the difference.

He had scarcely finished when he had proof that the secd had fallen
on good ground., The meeting was full of excitement and enthusiasm, and
finally one of the fishermen jumped to his feet and shouted, "I'1l tell
you what we'll do with that feller the devil. e'll toke him right over
to Dunhan's Point and we'll drovm him, goddan himl" (K)

3 3 3 3

THE SPANISH AMERICAN VAR - 1496

"To the Congress of thne United Stat.es:

"On the 11th of May, 1890, there occurred a conflict in the Bay of
Cardenas, Cuba, in which the nzval torpedo boat WRIEILW was disabled, her
comnander wounded, and one of her officers and a part of her crew killed
by the eneryy's fire,

"In the face of a most galling fire from the enemy's guns, the revenus
cutter HUDSCN, commanded by First Lieut. Frank H. Newcorh, United States
Revenue~Cutter Service, rescued the disabled VWINSIOW, her wounded commander,
and renaining crew. The commander of the IUDSON kept his vessel in the
very hotitest fire of the action, although in constant danger of going ashore
on account of the shallow water, until he finally rot a line nade fast to
the WINSIOW and towed that vessel out of renge of the enemyis guns, a deed
of special gallantry.

"I recommend that, in recognition of the signal act of heroism of
First lieut, Frank H. Newcork, United States Revenue-Cutter Service, above
seb forth, the thanks of Congress be extended to him and to his officers
and men of the HUDSCli3 and that a gold medal of honor be presented to
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Lieut. Newconb, a silver medal of honor to each of his officers, and a

* bronze medal of honor to each nmember of his crew who served with him at

Cardenas.

EXIXXX

. Executive Mansion June 27, 1898 William MeKinley®

The HUDSON was ane of 13 revenue cutters that cooperated with the
Navy in the war with Spain. Of these, U cutters, the MANNING,HORRILL,
HAUTLTON, WINDOX!, OODBURY, HUDSCN, CALUIET, and lcLANE, were in the North
Atlantic Squadror under Rear Admiral V. T. Sampson, USN. One cutter, the
HcCULLOCH, was with the Asiatic Squadron under Admiral George Dewey, USN3
and four cutters the RUSH, GRANT, CORWIN, and PERRY cooperated with the
Navy on the Pacific coast. Altogether these cutters carried 61 guns, 98
of ficers and 562 enlisted men. Seven other cutters, the DALLAS, DLXTER,
WINONA, SMITH, GALVLSTO!, GUTHRIE, and PENROSE, carrying in all 10 guns,
33 officers and 163 men, served with the Army, engaged in patrolling and
guarding mine fields in various harbors, from Boston to New Orleans.

Lieut. Newcomb reported, in part, on the Cardenas incident as follows:

" ootx we were ordered to proceed with the WINSLOW and sound out the
channel between Romero and the largest of the Blanco Cays and to sweep it
with our small boats for torpedoes xxxx when off the eastern end of Romexo
Cay, while running at full speed, the HNUDSON grounded and stopped with
only 7 feet of water under her sxoowx finally the HUDSON backed off into
deeper water. file then sounded our way down the channel about a mile,
when we nmet the WiLLINGTON coming in.

WALl three vessels then proceeded into the bay, the WILIZNGTON in the
center, with the WINSIOW on her port bow and the IUDSON on the starboard.

"Aoout 1 P. ., when nearly abreast of Corogal Point, the HUDSON was

- ordered by the WILIINGTON to 'go out and look for small eraft,' xoox

Finally at 1:35 p.m., not having seen vessels of any kind whatever on that
side of the bay, we steamed at full speed toward the WILLINGTON and WINSIOW °
now nearing Cardenas. At 1l:L45 p.n. they had arrived off the city and were
steaming to the eastward along; the water front, probably 1} miles offshore.
Suddenly the {INSLOW dashed in toward the wharves and when about 1,800 yards
distant, the smoke of a gun fired from the center of the city front was
observed. Both vessels immediately returned the f{ire; more guns followed
from the shore, and when we arrived at the scene about ten minutes later

a general engagement was in progress. The HUDSUN steamed in between a

bark and a full rigpged brig lying at anchor, and taking a position about
1800 yards from the shore, off the western end of the city, opened fire

with her two G-pounder Driggs-Schroeder guns upon the enemy's batteries,
which could only be located by the smoke from the guns. xxxx The HUDSON
ran in at full speed until about 150 yards inshore of the WINSIOW and a
short distance to the eastward, when the engine was stopped and firing
resuned with the two G-pounders. xoox

After having been in action a few minutes it was noticed that the
WINSIOW was moving about in a very strange and erratic manner, and it was
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found quite difficult at times to avoid a collision with her. She was

darting back and forth in line with the city front. xoo It vas after—
wards learncd that one of ler boilers and the steerin: ensine had beon

struck and disabled, and that her cormander was trying to point either

end of her offshore in order to withdraw,

"The enerny's vheels were falling and bwrsting all over and around
the two vessels, and why the HUDSON was not damaed by them is beyond
comprehension. I saw one shell, that passed close over the top of our
pilot house, strike the TINSIDY, but fortunately it failed to burst.
Another shell, apparently a large one, passed close to us, and striking
the water alongside the WILITNGTOY, half a mile outside, threw a columm
of spray nearly as high as her bridge. The use of smb eless powder in
sone of the enery's guns made it inpossible to locate them xotx. Ve had
been firing steadily for about twenty minutes, most of the time lying
inshore of the WINSLCW xooox when it was reported to me that she was pro-
bably disabled. I imnediately offered assistance to her commanding
officer, which he declined by a negative shake of the head. Ten or fif-
teen minutes later, when we were to windward and outside of the IMINSL:V,
he reported his vessel as totally disabled, and requested to be towed out
of range of the enemy's guns. This was the first definite information
received on board the IUDSON of the WINSLCW!'s condition. There was quite
a frash breeze blowing obliquely on shore from the eastward and the
wINSIOW was making so much leeway in consequence, and constantly shoaling
the water, that I found it very difficult to bring the HUDSON in position
to throw a line to her. Our propeller was constantly stirring up the
botton, and st-erageway was invariably lost as soon as speed slackened,
It was upward of thirty minutes before we succeeded in getting hold of
the JINGLOW's towline and started alead with her. xmx

"ife werc within 100 feet of the /INSIOW when a shell exploded, kille
ing Fnsin Dagley and three men, and the sad casualty was distinctly visible
to nost of our officers and crew. The TIL INGTON fired the last guns in ’
the engapgement, apparently silencing the enemy's batteries xooxx. The
VILITNGTON was nearly a mile distant steaming out to windward. The HUDSON
following; slowly with the WINSLOW. The latter vessel's steering pear being
disabled, she was yawing about wildly, and we had not proceeded more then
a quarter of a mile when the towline parted. It was a matter of only a
fow minutes to get oul another towline, and then we went ahead again. xsox
We arrived alongside the IACHIAS at dark, and at 9:30 p.m. dropping the
torpedo boat, started for Key Jest with dispateches, and the dead and
vounded from the WINSLOW, arriving; there about 7:30 on the following
morning." -

In the same nessage to Congress President licKinley saids

- "It will be remenbered that Congress, by appropriate action, recog-
nized the several comnanders of ships of war for their services in the
battle of Ifanila, lMay 1, 1898.

"The commander of the revemue cutter HUGH lcCULLOCH, present and in
active cocperation with the {leet under Comuodore Dewey on that occasion
(by Exccutive Order under the provisions of Section 2757, Revised Statutes),
is the only comander of a national ship to whom promotion or sdvenceuent
vas not and could not be ziven, because he already held the hijhest rank
knowm to the Revenue-~Cutter Service. :
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"I now recommend that, in recogniticn of the efficient and nerie
torious services of Captain Daniel B. ilodzsdon, United States Revenuse
Cutter Service, who commanded the HUGH ! <CULLOCH at the battle of I‘anila
(that officer being now in the slxty third year of his age, and having
served continuously on.active duty for chirty=seven years), be placed
upon the permanent waiting orders or retired 1list of the Revenue-Cutter
Service, on the full duty pay of his grade,”

The [icCTILLOCH was on her way to her station at San Franciseo, by
way of Suez and the Far Fast, when on April 8, 1098, at Singapore, she
was ordered to report to Commodore Dewsy, then at llorgkonz. Reporting
to Dewey on the 17th the vessel at once went under ne-al regine, was
painted a leaden gray and on the 27th, the entire fleet weighed anchor
and proceeded to seca,

Lt 5:30 P.il. on April 30th the fleet stopped off Subis Bay and at
6:20 P.V, started ahead at a 6 knot speed, the !icCULLOCH having assumed
a peaition astern of the USS BOSTON. Entering the Boca Grande, the
OLYLIPIA took the lead and the rest of the sguadron followed in single
colum, the MeCULLOCH beinyg third from the last, At midnizht the van
of the column rounded Corregidor Island and headed up the bay, without
any sign being made from shorc of the presence of an enmemy. At 12:15 A.1.
May lst the LicCULIOCH's smokestack caught fire and sent up 2 pillar of
flame. Immediately after, a shot was heard from the Spanish battery on
E1l Fraile Rock, followed by 2 second, which passed whigtling and tumbling
over the vessel. The BOSTON answered with a 6 inch gun and the LicCULIOCH
fired three projectiles from her 6 pounder at L500 yards, A third shot
came from the enemy's battery, and was replied to by an 8~inch shell fired
from the DOSTON, after which firing ccased, In the action which followed
off Cavite on Liay lst, the LicCULLICH was assisned the duty of protecting
“he storeships NANSII and ZAFIRO from the incursion of any of the enemy's
gunboats. On the morning of liay 5Sth she was ordered to proceed to Hong-
kong with dispatches, the cable from lanila to that port having been cut.

Acconpaniec v the U. S. steamers BOSTON and CONGORD, the cutter made
an uneventful voyage, and the first authorative news of the victory at
the battle of Cavite was cabled hone. Returning to llanila Bay the cutter .
left on the 13th for a second trip to Hongkong with dispatches, anchoring
in Chinese waters to avoid neutrality regulations of English authorities.
Hore she took on ifr. Aguinaldo head of the insurgent movement in the
Philippines, and thirteen of his leading supporters and reached Cavite on
the 19th,

From liay 25th until August 1Gth, when information was received that
hostilitles had ceased, the LicCULLOUCH was largely employed in boarding
duty, being anchored near the OLY.PIA in Uanila Bay and intercepting all
vessels entering the harbor in order to preserve the inte:rity of the
blockade established by our fleet, On June 6 her officers boarded the
German steamer DARII STADT, bringing relief crews for German men-of-war
in port, and requested her captain first to report to Admiral Dewey, which
he did. She made frequent excursions outside the bay to count merchantmen
anchored there that were filled with refugees,

On June 29¢h the LicCULIOCH intercepted a small Spanish pgunboat, the
IEYTE, observed to be leavin; one of the rivers in the northwestern portion
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of the bay. As the cutter approached, it was discovored that the Spaniard
flew a fla; of truce. She had on board about 150 refugees, Spanish offi-
cers, soldiers and women and had been prevented from escaping fron the bay
by the watciafulness of our {lect. MNow oppressed by the approach of the
Insurgents and worn out Ly hun er and privation, her captain desired to
surrender to Aduiral Dewey.

On the nmorning of fusust 13th the entire fleet weighed anchor and
stocd to nortlward and easlwvard to assume positions previously assigned
for the attack on !anila. The surrender of the city fcllowed after the
firing of a fow rounds fron four of the liavy vessels, dirccted against
Fort llalate, without a s:ot bein; discharged in answer. Our army had
neantime narched in by way of Naranague and ialate. The MeCULLLCH sent
four boats to assist in landin;; troops from the transport KifONCHOI.

After rcestablishin; the 1lizht on Corregidor Island, vhich had been
discontinued by the Spanish autihorities at the commencenent of hostili-
ties, the !eCULLOCH returned to llanila, awaiting developnents on the part
of insurgent forces on shore, it being Admiral Dewey's intention siould
trouble come with them, to employ the LeCULLOCH with the light draft
ships of the fleet in an attack on their various towms, strongholds and
vessels,

The cutter TLIDOL proceeded to Cienfuejos on lizy 10, 1698, from Key
#est and found three llavy vessels there blockading the port. On the 1lth
the UARBLLIEAD and MASHVILLE steamed close inshore and, after shelling
the vicinit;r vhere the ocean telegraph cables were landed, sent in six
boats to grapple and cub the cables. The report of the {INDO! continues:

"After the work was completed, and before the boats could get out of
range, the enery from concealment behind a ridge opened fire on the bozts,
killing 2 and wounding 8 of tho crews. During this time NARDLEITAD and
NASIVILLE kept up a brisk fire, and soon the enemy was driven from their
position, but took refuge in the lighthouse and a small fort beside it,
and again opened fire on boats and ships. At this time the WIND( was
called into actionj took position between and inside of !/ARBLIIIAD and
NASHVILLI, and about 1,200 yards from the lighthouse and fort, opened fire
on the lijhthousc and fort and soon both were destroyed. ithen the work of
destruction was done, signal of "Jell done" was made from [ARBIDILAD to
WINDOIT, and soon after signal to cease firing. xxxx FEighty five shells
vere fired from \VINDOIl's battery in the action. The gunnery was most
excellent almost every shot siriking lighthouse or fort from which the
enemy was firing. otxx Certainly many must have been killed or wounded
in the destruction of the lighthouse and fort, or what was supposed to be
a fort. After the action was over the wounded were placed on board the
INDOLL and made as confortable as possible xvxx and we left as soon as
possible under full speed for Key 'iest." '

On June 26th the cutter LAINING, which had been engayed in blockading
the ports of llatanzos and Havana, was ordered %o take station at Daiquiri
and guard the Army basc of supplies at that point from attack. On July Sth,
Spanish troops were seen approaching around the south side of the hill
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west of the camp. The NMANNINCG opened {fire on thosc observed, and continued
firing at intervals. Later a reconnaissance around the hill revealed no
Spaniards, as they had probably fled to the mountains. There being nc
army surgeon at Daiquiri, the surgeon from the LAINING, Dr. [fitchell,
visited camp twice cach day. He treated 200 patients and used up nearly
all his store of quinine. During this duty a landing party of seaman-
infantry was organized and was held in readiness for shore duty whenever
occasion for the service should arise. The army guard force cons:! sted
of 100 men. At one time fever reduced the number of men on shore avail-
able for duty to 15. Bub for the presence of the .JANING a considerably
larger force from the army would doubtless have been necessary for the
protection of Daiquiri. All the supplies of the army of invasion, or the
major portion of them, were in store at this point, and an attack was
actually made when the small army guard was decimated by sickness., (L)

#* 3% % B

THE STORX STRUCK - 1498

Keeper lialone raised z family of twelve children at Isle Royal Lighte
house, on a lonely rock in the northern part of Lake Superior. This ‘falone
had helped builld the lighthouse, and applied for the position of keeper,
But he wvas a bachelor, and the Inspoctor told him that he wanted a married
man for keeper. Llalone promptly went to the mainland and got married. A
new Inspector was detailed to the District about every two years, and the
lialones adopted a custom of naming a child after each Inspector, but the
plan broke down when the exigencies of the Spanish YWar (1098) caused
three different Inspectors to be detailed il one year. (B)
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STBERIAN RIINDEER FOR ALASKA - 1901

The purchasing of Siberian reindeer for Alaska had begun in 1891,
when 10 wore bought as an experiment., By 1901, 1,320 reindeer had been
brought from Siberia and the reindecr population of Alaska had growm to
4,16l These were distributed among a number of reindeer stations in
Alagka, some of which wore at missions conducted by the Bureau of Educa-
tion of the U, 5. Department of the Interior. Since 189 Congress had
appropriated a total of {133,000 for the purpose.

In 1901, the Bureau of Education learned that a breed of reindeer
in the neighborhood of the Okhotsk Sea was larger in stature than those
they had been importing from northern Siberia and, in order fo iuprove
their herds, decided to obtain a suiply of reindeer from this region.

First Iieutenant E. P. Bertholf of the U. S. Revenue-Cutter Service

(later the Coast Quard) had been cne of the three members of the expedition
-sent by the Govermment during the winter of 1897-98 to drive a herd of
reindecr to Polnt Berrow for the relief of over 300 shipwrecked whalers
believed to be starving there. The success of that expedition led to his
_choice as a suitable person to send to the Qkhotsk Sea to procure, if
possible, a number of the Tunguse deer of that section. [le was accompanied
by a iir. Suith, an interpreter,
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mished with necessary credentials from the State Deprrtment to

the Hlusslan authorities, Lieutcnant Bertholf left vashington on Jamuary 11,
1901, and proceeded to St, Petersburg to obtain official sanction for his
undertaking.

On February 2Lth with anple cormmendations from the Imperial Russian
{inistry of the Interior to the Governor's General of Irkutsk and Eastern
Siberia, he left 5t. Petersburp and proceeded to Irkutak on Lake Baikal
via tie newly built Trans-Siberian Railway, Fron this point he travelled
by sledge dovn the Lenz iliver to Yalutsk and thence across country by
sledge to Okhotsk. From this point he proceeded alon; the coast toward
Ola, a2 small village on the woest shore of the Okhobsk Sea, inhabited by
half~breed Russian Tunguse. The following are quotations from Lieutenant
Bertholf's report on his expedition:

"The order the povernor-;eneral had sent along the line caused
the neople to be on the lcokout for us and, very of'ten, when
gore station happened to be at 2 place wherc the river banks
werc very high and stec, the kecper would be at the foot of

the hill with fresh horses waiting for us. In this way,tra-
velling night and day, we made as high as 16l miles in 2l hours.

/e slept in the pavosha (sledge), taking tufn about, so that
there would alwayrs be one of us awake o pay for the horses at
the stations or in case anything happened,

"Ye pulled into Yalkutsk shdrtly after noon on ifarch 28, 1901,
having been 19 days in makinz the trip from Irkubsk.

"After striking the Iena River at Verkolinsk, the villages became
fewer and beyond Vitim we passed scarcelsy any, save those at the
05t station. Ue saw nlenty of life, however, all along the
route, and it was rare, indeed, that we did not nect between
stations some ceravan or traveler, or a peasant hauling a load
between the villages., Some of these caravans vere very long,

and we once counted 30 sleds in the train.

Mihile we were awaiting completion of the sleds, a merchant ar-
rived at Yakutsk from Okhotsk. Iie informed me that most of the
larger herds of Tunguse deer, which are reported to be the most
superior breed of all the Siberian reindeer, were in the vicinity
of 0la, a town on the ccast of the Ikhotsk Sea; that not 75 miles
Trom Ola lived two rich Tunguse deermen who ovmed some 10,000
deer between themj that the Tunguse of this section understood
and used noney. I was reasonably sure of setting to 0la before
the winter roads becase inpessable.

"The distance from Yalutsk by the post road is 750 miles and is
divided into three sections: the horse josts for the first 300
miles with stations averaging 23 miles apart; the reindeer nost
for the next 380 miles, with stations averaging 50 miles apart
and the doj; nosts for the last 70 miles, with the stations 35
nmiles apart,

"On April 9th we came to Chernolyskyar, station 13, “here we
changed our horses for reindecr, each horse being renlaced by
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. two deer. The station decr, from constant use, arc quict and
docile allowing themselves to be patied, and standing quite still
while the driver adjusts the harness on the reins. They are har-
nessed in pairs by a very si ple arrangenient, a plain loop of
rawhide aboul two inches wide that goes over the off-slioulder
betreen the fore legs. These loops arc made fast to the ends

of 2 sin;le piece of raw hide thaot goes over the bent sapling

on the front end of the sled runners, allowin: it {ree motion.
This nakes both deer pull tosether, for if one cets ahead, the
others hind legs hit aainst the slel and he is spurred on.

The deer are controlled by 2 single rein running between the
pair, gecured by a short line from the halter of cach. A strain
on this line pulls the deer’s heads toward each other, thus throw-
ing the weight of the sled froa the trace to the rein, and, they
arc forced to stop,

“About noon April 11, a wind and snow storm set in which increased
to a resular blizzard, soon driving the snow so that one could
scarecly see the sled ahead. The road socon became drifted over
and in places cbliterated and often our deer lost the road en—
tirelr and floundered about in the deep unpacled snow.

"Tre storm centinued throuchout the nicht and in the morning

our bagsage sleds were completely covered znd had to be dug

out. e did not get started until 9 o'elock. The snow was very
deep and soft and a man had to keep ahead on snowshoes, feeling
dovn through the snow with a stick to find the old hard roadbegd.
At 1 otclock the deer gave out and had to be turned loose. At

ki oiclock we made another start but at 7 the deer again gave out
and we had to canp, having made only 10 miles during; the day,

"The storm contimued during the day and nizht of the 12th and
still showed no siyns of cessation on the morning of the 13th
‘vhen we nade only 2 or 3 miles. The head driver told me there
were sorie Tunguse deer nen living near by and he thouh he could
find their camp and obtain fresh deer, ours being now of very
little use. About § next morminz we heard a shout and saw our
drivers retwrning with 9 very large deer. These Tunguse deer
were big fellows, much larger than the station deer, and they
stuck to their wor': steadilr. By 2 P.. we had gone some 12
miles, lie reached station 17 about dusk on the 1lth havin_ been
3 days making the 50 miles from station 16,

"There bein; same Tunzuse deer in the hills not far avay, mes-
gengers vere sent for them during the night and next morning we
set out for station 18. About noon we obtained fresh deer and
reached station 10 about 10 that night. The Tunguse deer are
certainly magnificent animals, for they can carry a full orown
man several miles through very deep snow. The Tunguse who own
reindeer do wot remain leng in one place, for they are of neceg-
sity vanderers, being obliged 4o shift camp frequently to keep
their deer c. good feeding pround.

"7e had now jotien over the worst of the road for some gleds hacd
been over the trail between stations 1u and 19 three days beforz,
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20 we had only throe day's snowfall to contend with, and as a
result we covered the {ifty miles to station 19 by the time
darkness set in,

e had now crosged the divide and were travelling down the
eastern slope, but we had six day's snowfall to go through and
did not get to station 20 until late next night. Ve changed
deer and kept on all night reaching station 21 early on the
morning of the 19th. At this station we changed from deer to
doss,

"The Siberian do;s are very much smaller than the flaskan dojs,
fron fourtesn to twenty being put in one team, but they are
far better trained and travel ruch better than the lotter.
They can make 70 miles a day over a fair road and !rcep it up
for geveral days. These dogs are very savage and will obey
no one but their master who feeds them. Leaving station 21
on the morninz of the 19th we pulled into Okhotsk about 9
otclock the following morning, April 20, though we made made
a long detour to avoid an overflow on the Qkhotsk Niver. e
were driven to the house of the chiel of the district, who
welcomed us heartily and insisted we should be his guests
during our stay in Qkhotsk.

"¥e replenished our larder, and having obtained, from the
chief, letters to the various minor officials along the route,
left Okhotsk at 5 P.lY, on Arril 22, with two pavoskas and two
open sleds, »

"Between Okhotsk and Inskyar the distance in only 70 miles,
Wie did not reach Inskyar uatil 0 o'clock next niorning,

"’e left Isnkyar at 5 P.!I, on April 23rd for the next village
Towoosl, 270 miles distant, with ten "povarines" along the road.
We reached Towoosk at L I. 1. on the 27th in the midst of a
thick snowstorn.

"The lower portion of the river Kavar had begun to overflow and
break up and nany times we were obliged to make long detours to
avoid water or} the ice.

"Te reached Olla at 6 AJi. on the 29th,

"On the evening, of April 30 the two deer men arrived at Ola.

I had been led o expect an unwillingmess on their part to

dispose of a large number of deer, but as I had brought letters
from the Okhotsk nachalnik to the Cossach and starosta (village
head man) at Ola,”T hoped much from their assistance. The deer
nen were lmmedlately taken charge of by the Cossack and starosta
and it was some twc hours before the latter appeared and aniocunced
that the two deer men were willing to deal with me.

"This was somebiing naw in reindeer natters, and being the first
time anyone had tried to buy 2 large number of deer at one time
it had required a cons.derable amount of talk to finally gef; the
Tunguse to agree to sell.
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"Flve hundred were the most they could sell, thouch they owred
botween them some 10,000. e scon settled on a price of 10
rubles per head (about §5) for LSO females and 50 males, all
between the ages of 1 and k4 years, and delivered in good con-
dition at a corral to be built near Ola, They wanted to deliver
the deer to me within thirty days. This was very unsatisfactory,
as I would have to assume charge of the deer and have them cared
for at ny risk, and of course shoulder whatever loss night occur
between this time and July 30, the earliest date at which T
could hope to yet a ship to 0la ready to take the deer o Alasla,

"It soon appearcd that they wanted me to take the deer within
thirty days because during the spring and sumer, deer weakened
by their new and rapidly growing horns, suffer terribly from the
deer fly and the mosquitoes, Some of the animals being killed out~
right, wiile many others, becoming maddened by the pest, run away
and are devoursd by wWolves and bears, and the deer men were sharp
enough to want me to shoulder such loss.

"They readily agreed, however, thatthis loss would not anmount to
10 per cent, so I offered to pay 11 rubbles per head, delivered
on ths arrival of my ship. This attraction proved sufficiently
strong and they agreed,

"I turned my attention to the next question, -~ moss, The moss,
which was to be fed the deer on the voyage to Alaska, had to bo
gathered on the ills some 2 or 3 miles back from the coast.
First there ws the question of price and the matter of bags

in which to put the moss. Fortunately, the Cossack had some 600
empty bags in his warehouse, which he kindly loaned to me.

"When I wanted same 2000 bags of noss patherod and delivered,
the natter called for a aceting. It took sone time to decide they
were willing. They wanted 50 kopecks (about 25 cents) per bag
because the moss had to be carried to the corral on their backs
after it had been gathered. They finally agreed to 20 kopecls,
Next day some 15 men were sent for moss, only to come back in
the evening saying the moss was far back in the country and the
work was %oo hard. Another meeting was held and next day a new
set of men, bos, and women were sent out in another direction,
The Cossack confided to me that the Cla towm Tunguse were the
laziest he had seen in his forty years*' experience alon; this
coast, and I was quite ready to believe him, Five days later
the second party returned havin; gathered some 300 bags of noss.
They announced they would not gather any more moss because the
work was too hard for them.

"The ground now being thawed to a considerable depth, the corral
was built. It took two days to complete it, and when finished

it consisted of two corrals, with two long fences diverging from the
larger one. The larger onc vas to be used to corral the deer, and
the smaller one to hold a few at a time to be hobbled and carried
to the boats. It was now June 17th.
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"On July 3rd I took passage on a steamer to Vladivostok, leaving
at Ola my interpreter [ir. Gmith, ty keep track of the deer and
to satch the moss cilles that they (id not catch fire,

"¢ reached Vladivostok on the everung of July 16th. The follow-
ind day I Ic Jked around for a steamer but this being the busy
season the only vessel open for charier wes the Russian steamer
PROGRISS. I though her suitable for the 1imited number of deer.

I had been able to obtain., I therefore clesed with the owner
for a charter of three nenths or less st $5,000 a2 month, the coal,
of course, being extra.

"ye left Vladivostok on the evening of August Hth and arrived at
Ola on August 12th in a dense foga

"The noxt day we loaded most of the moss from th: pile near the
corral before the deer arrived at the pen, They wmre verr wild
and it took some time to corral them. i7e bezan tt embark them
imnediately and by dark 06 had been taken on board. “fe had two
large boats which could take 20 or 25 at a load, ani it required,
on an average, half an hour to load each bo:t and h.1f an hour
to unlead each at the ship.

"On the 19th we finished loading, taking on 2L, making 423 (359
females and 69 males) in all., I had engaged twn old Tinguse deer
nmen to ;o on the ship to Alaska to feed and care for {ue deer and
these tiwo men had been kept in the corral to e:znine e:ch dee-~
before it was put intec the boat. None but thote in prine con-
dition were accepted,

"I completed my transactions with the deer men by poesenting
each with a .Ul "inchester rifle and a set of relecading tools ;
which I had promised them at the time-of the contrect.

"It was nob until L P.i7. on August 20 that the PROGINSS left
pori,

"\Je had been favored with ood weather fron Vladivostok o Ola,
but now our bad luck bepan, for after leaving the latter -lace

we had rough weather nearly all the way north. The vesse. was,
of course, light and with a heavy sea running, rolled cons.dsrably,
This frightened the deer and made them restless. They coull not
lie dowm until worn out, and then the smaller ones twere ofte:
Yranpled upon and injured by the larger ones. T watched the
deer very closely, together with my two Tunguse, and found tha.
some of them would stand up and walk around until their hind legs
zgave way, spreading out sidewise under them. In doing; this they
rnust have injured themselves in some way, for they never seemed
to regain full control of their hind le; 9, and cver;r deer thus
affected eventually died. The first morning after leaving Ola,
1y deer were found dead and timown overboard. :



"We expected smooth weather when we rounded the scuthern end of
Kamchatka and entered the RBering Sea. After passing through the
Kurile Strait hesding northlward we had two days of [;ood weather
and the deser grew more quiet, appeared to piclk up, and the daily
death list decreased to 5, whereas we had previousl: thrown over-
board as high as 25 in one day. After two days of good weather,
the wind came out strong fron the northesst, and soon kicked up

a nasty sea, causing the vessel to roll badly. By the tinme we
had passed Cape Navarin, ve had a bad nortlwest sea. Our course
lay between Indian Point and St. Lawrence Island, but we headed
up more to the sea, and pushed the PIOGRESS all she would go,

o as to get across the Anadyr Gulf and under the land. This
made bthe ship a little easier but even then it was hard on the
deer. hen we reached Indian Foint, the wind was north and
Light, and as the sea appeared smooth we started for Port Clarence.
In a couple of hours we struck rough water again, so we put baci:
and anchored under Indian Point. '7e remained at anchor until
the afternoon, when, as the sez had ;jone down nerceptibly we
started apgain, heading just inside Cape Prince of iales so as to
keep the sca on the bow. Early the following morning e ran under
Cape Prince of ales and thus had smooth water to Port Clarence,
vhere we anchored off the Teller Reindeer Station on Ausust 2%9th.
The last few days had been very hard on the deer and when we
reached Port Clarence 174 in all had succumbed, and but 254 of
the original 420 were landed." (L)
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SEVIENTEERL Ri.SCUED = 1902

The rocky ledge of lount Desert Rock Light in years past has seen
some bad shipwrecks and it is a very interesting tale the old keeper tells
of the wreck of the ocean tug; ASTRAL.

n"Tt was on December 9th, 1902, at 5 o‘cloci: in the morning that the
second assistant keeper whose morning watch it was, cezlled me saying 'I
think I heard a steamboat whistle blow a blast of seven vhistles as if in
distress,?®

nT jumped out of bed and dressed as quickly as possitle. The vapor
was flying so high and densely that one could see hardly ten feet ahead.
It was inky dark and blowing one of the worsi pales I had seen since being
in the service.

"The thermometer never had dropped so low during the thirteen years I
had been on the Rock. The assistant had noticad that the sound of the whistle
came from the northeast and so we went in that direction., It was then high
tide but we could, after a fashion, make oult that there was some kind of a
steamer ashore on the northeast point; but as the bi; seas were running so
mountain high it would have meant suicide for any of us to try to get outb
where she was, '

"The seas were running through between the main rock snd the outer
points. I could sec that no boat could live to et to the outer point and
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acrose the oxpanse of rough water. ‘ie called am callod triring to et an
answer. Not hearin;; or seein; anythin:, wo stayed were we wvere 'mtll we
nearly froge to death. .'e could not stard the terrific coid air and sinply
had te jet back to tho station. Je were chilled to the bones and could
bardly speak when we ot into the house,

" wife had plenty of Loilin: water and a bi, pot of coffee ready to
serve ins%ntly., As soon 28 we ot thawed out so we could handle our fin-
gers we began getting down ropes and life ureservers os nerr tie vreszk as
we could. e were campellod to wait until the tide ient dovn end then we
got across to the outer ,oint. We could then see thet it was a laryge ocean
tug with a berge in tow. The terrific blows that the sea was ~ounding; on
the craft would turn her almost completely over. BRBetween the seas T was
able to get a line to then and one by one we succeeded in rescuing seventeen
men.

"There were eighteen in the crew but one was frozen to death before we
could get hin ashore. They were all more or less frozen, and badly at that.
The second en_ineer of the tusg had to be carricd to the house, his limbs
beiny useless. lle was in terrible condition but after some careful nursing -
he lived and was taken care of at the Hock until taken back to his home in
liew York, Ilis health vas not ;;00¢ znd he finally had to be put in a hospital
where he stayed a yvear. >

"Well, after we ;jot them all to the house we trested their frostbites
and job them a hot breakfast. That ni_ht we dosed them with quinine pills
and hot lemonade for fear they mi;jht come on with bad. colds, and pneumonia
might sel in, e had never had any experience with frostbites belore but
we made then as comfortable as possible. '

"Ny wife and I got the overnment nedicine chest dovm but through
the excltement did not consult the doctor's book which is furnished the
station in case of sickness. ‘e treated then fér burns and aftervard
found that we had handled the case just ri ht,

"These men remained with us for a period of six days or more and were
then taken away." (K)
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LIGHTHOUSE. UNDER CU'd JCE ~ 1903

Attenpts were made in 1802 and in the period from 1662 to luiS to transfer
the 1i hthouse establishmentto the Navy Department. These failed. ' Vhen,
howzver, the Department of Commerce and labor was created in 1903, the Lipht-
house Scrvice was placed within it, remaining with the Department ol Cormerce
after the Department of Labor split off to be headed by a separate cabinet
officer. In 1910 the Lighthouse Board was superseded by the Burean of Lizht-
houses. The districts were rearranied and work was congnlidated, with major
changes in organization although functions and activities of the establishe
nent viere not altered to any major extent. The service operated in the De-
partment of Commerce until the Tressury, through the Coast Guard, again took
up lightheuse work in 1939 by virtuve of the Praozidentis hzorgaoization Plas IT. (4)
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FIRST ATRPLANE FLIGHT ADE WITH COAST ‘W AUDSIIR ASSISTING - 1503

"ffe had arranped with the members of the Kill Devil Life=Saving
Statlon, which was located a 1little over a mile from our canp" wrote
ir. Orville iiright in an article "How e !ade the First Flight," "to in-
forn them when we were ready to make the first trial of the machine, e
were soon joined by J. T, Daniels, Hobert ‘Jestcott, Thomas Beacham, V/, S.
Dough, and Uncle Benny 0'Neal of the station, who helped us to get from
the machine to the hill, (Big Xill Devil Iill) a quarter of a mile away.

"During the night of December 16, 1903, a strons cold wind blew from
the north. .hen we arose on the morning of the 17th, the puddles of water
which had been standing about the camp since the recent rains, werc covered
with ice. The wind had a velocity of 10 or 12 meters per second (22 to
27 miles per hour). We thoughtit would aie dovm before long 2nd so remained
indoors the early part of the morning. Dut when 10:00 o‘clock arrived and
the wind was as brisk as ever, we decided we had better get the machine out
and attempt a flight. /e hung out the siinal for the men of the life saving
stations »xozx. By the time all was ready, J. ©. Daniels, /. S. Dough and
A. D. Etheridge, members of the Kill Devil Life-Saving Station, i7. C.
Brinkley of 'anteo, and Johnny loore, a boy from Hags Head had arrived.
X0X. One of the life-saving men snapped the cazera for us, taking; a picw-
ture just as the machine had reached the end of the track and had risen to
a height of about 2 feet. This flizht lasted only 12 seconds, but never-
theless, it was the first in the history of the world in vhich a nachine
carrying a man had raised itself by~ its own power in the air in full fiight,
had sailed forward without reduction in speed and had {inally landed at a
point as high se that from which it started. Uhile we were standing about
discussing this last flight, a sudden strong gust of wind struck the machine
and began to turn it over, Fverybody made a rush for it. iilbur, who was
at one end, seized it in front. Ir, Daniels and I, who were behind, tried
to stop it by holding to the rear uprights. All our efforts were in vain,
The machine rolled over and over, Daniels, who had retained his grip, was
carried along with it and was thrown about, head over heels, inside the
machine. Fortunately, he was not seriously injured, though badly bruised
in falling about agzainst the motor, chain guides, etc,"

In a statement made 32 years later on “arch 12, 1935, .r. J. T. Daniels y
then a member of the Nags llead Coast Gu:rd Station, said that all he kew
about the machine was that, in 1902, the .Jrizhts were using a :;lider, which
they used until 1903, when they made the machine snd sut the power in it,

"And" he continued "Orville Wright made the first flight in the plane
with the power in it, between ten and eleven o'clock, the 17th of December,
1903, and he went some 100 feet, Then we carricd it back, on the hill and
put it on the track and lir. VWilbur Wright ot in the machine and went about
one half mile out across thc beach tovards the ocean. Then we carried the
machine back to the caup and set it down and the wind breezed up and blew
it. over and just smashed 1% to riaces with me hanging on to it. xx The
vay they decided who was to make the first fli-ht was as they were talking,
Wilbur and Orville wslked aside and flipped a2 coin and.Orville wor the toss,
and he made the first flight.n
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irs A. D, Ftherid e who vas also at the lla o llead Coast Quard Station
on llarch 12, 1935, jave a few aore details on the preparation for the
£1iht in 1903 when he wvas stationed at Kill Devil Life-Savin_ Station:

Wile asslsted in every way and I hauled the lunber for the camp. e
really helped around there haulin “imber and carryin; mail out to thonm each
day, xoox It would coae from Kitty ilawk by patrol every night, xxx. In
pretty weather we would bo out Lhere while they were ,lidin;, watchin: them,
Then after they began to assenble the machine in the house, they would lot
us in and we bejan to becope interested in carryin;, the mail just to look
on and see what they were doing. They did not mind us at all because they
knew where we were from and Imew us. ile inquired what day they expected
to fly. Finally they told us the day. xoox Finally, on this day, the
17th of Decenber, Daniels, Douch and myself, were out there helping to
-2et the nmacline out of the canp out on the track. They started the notor,
testing it out for quite a wiile, o, Finally, they ot to talkin: about
getting together about fl-ing and pot it ready to twm loose. Finally,
they decided to try the fliyht and then they went on just about the way yon
have been told by Daniels. xmx. They talked matters over - how delizhted
they were in what they had done in their £1ijhts and were expecting to try
it out =gain right then, but this little _[ust of wind caize and just blew
4%, - the machine, - over and they pave up ri it then and packed up and went
hoze, They said they were very well satisfied with vhat they had done, xu.
At that tinme they assembled everything they wanted to take away. Ther said
they were goin; to take the en_ine back with then uxxx and the win;s of the
plane they left with me xxor later I got a letter from a man in Philadelphia
tellin; that Uilbur had weitten and told him that I had the old plane and
that he wanted to buy it il I would dispose of it xoex so I wrote lin a
letter that T would sell it to hin for $25.00 xxom. He sent me a check for
1%, and it is right here I lost a fortune if I had Zept it."

ire A. V. Drinkwater who was stationed at llags lead as section assistant
in charge of Coast Cuard telephone lines in 1935, had been a repair nen with

.the U. S, lleather Bureau in 1903. On December 17th of that vear while sta-
~tioned at a wreck station of the U. S. Submarine L0CCAETI, vihich was stranded

near Cwrituck Beach Light, the operator at Kitty Hawk asked him to relay

‘a message to Norfolk bocause his wire was heavy and he was unable to work

Horfolk from Kitty Hawke.

The nessage was to 1Liiss Katherine Wrisht, Dayton, Ohio, and read as
follows:

"FLIGHT SUCCR.ELFUL. DT TILL AP:Y' ODY ANYTHING. HO!L FO'L CHAIST.AS,
(Signeq)
ORVILLE® (1)

. #* % 5 it %
GENERAL SLOCUIX DISASTIR - 1904

In 1903 the Steamboat Inspection Serviece (whosc title was not spacifi-
cally authorized by law)was transferred, with the Lizhthouse Service, to
the Departaent of Comuerce and Labor. In the saie rear the supervising
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inspectors met in snecial session 1o modernire the service in eeping with
developments in marine transportation. The burnin: of the excursion steamer
GENERAL SLOCU)I in the Hast River, New York on June 15, 190k, with the loss
of 957 lives resulted in an investization wiilch placed tie Lleme in large
measure on the Steamboat Inspection Service. Legislation followed, and

the Doard of Supervising Inspectors received autiority to formulate neasures
for the prevention and extinguishment of fire and to prescribe lifesaving
equipment. (C)
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TIIE FIasT "S(S"® - 1909

———

The "OuEICA" was cruisin: for a derelict, and about 300 niles south-—
westward ol Hantucket Shoals Light| Vessel when, at about 2:30 Detay, Saturday
January 23, 1907, a portion of a Department wireless telepranm indicating
that sonec vessel near the 1lizht vepsel above rientioned was in need of
assistance. (Jack Binns, the radip operator of the REFUBLIC had sent out
the first radlo "SCS8" in history).| Being unable to set the messarc repeated
promptly, the "SURECA" stood tovarg the place indicated at full speed. At
5:10 p.m. the Deportment's wireles nessage vas received; it was to the
effect that the Steggship "REPUBLICY was in 2 sinkin_ condition L0 miles
southwest of Nantucgyﬁhoals Light Vessel and directing the "SENECAM to pro=-
ceed immediately to her assistancey A few minutes later a rnessage was re-
ceived from the MNew York Liaritime Exchange stating that the steamships
"REPUBLIC" and "FLORIDA"™ had collided, that the nassenzers were sefe, and
that assistance had been sent to the "REPUBLIC." Fog, was encounterec as
the "OETECA™ approached the reported sosition of the disabled steamer snd
scme time was lost in consequence. Arrived alongside the steamer at $:20
Pefls Sunday, the 24th, U.S.R.C. GRESHAL was towing her and the 89 "RIHNLSSIAM
was astern to zteer her, The crew of the "HEPURLIC," excest her master and
second officer, had been transferred to "GRNSIAL® late in the afternoon, as
the weather was threatening, and the wind and sea were rising. Ran 12-%nch
hawser to MGIESHALM and began to tow ab 6:12 pome The ship was revorted as
sebiling ra;:"dly, and it was thought she would not float much longer. At
a few minutes after ¢ o'clock a blue 1li;ht flared up on the "RE] UDLIC:" this
was a sipnal-prearran;ed - that the ship was sinkinz. The "GRi SHAvstlife.
boat was immediately sent for Captain Sealbv of the sinking craft and his
second of Jicer, lines were let {o and hauled in, and a sounding was taken
showing that ve were in LO fathoms of water. The weather was Loy, rainy,
and squally, with a fresh easterly breeze, and the sea was chopny, but the
lifeboat returned to the "ILSIAIM in safety, having rescued from the water
- the two oflicers, thelr ship hoving jone to the bottom. The "FURNISSIAM
broke adriflt from the ":T:UBLIC" about an hour before tie lstbter sank, The
"GRLOHALM and "JiUECAM oroceeded in coupany toward western entrance to Vine-
Yard Sound for smooth water. Between 7 o'clock and ¢ n'clock the next morn-
ing, londay, off Vineyard Sound Lt. Vessel, in a thick oy, the ships hove
to end the shipwrecked nariners were transferred to the "SENLCA® for trans—
portation to Kew York, the "GIZ.OHAY" returnin; to her station. Tize "SENECAM
anchored off Tompkinsville about 10 o'clock the same evening, but Captain
Sealby and his men remeined on board until 9:15 otclock the following morning,
wien they were transferred to the “IANHATIANY and, by that vessel, rnded at
the iers of the White Star Line, the "AuPURLIC" belonginz to that company. (L)
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UDIO SAVES Cith.. OF NANTUCKET LISHTSIIP -~ 1905

Radio was installed experimentally on NANTUCKET Lightship in August,
1901, this beinyg its pioneer use for lighthouse purposes in this country.
wWithin a few years this radic equipment wes the neans of saving the lives
of the crew of this vessel. During a severe gale, on Decomber 10, 1905,
Lightship lo. 58 on Nantucket station, spran; a leak. There was then in
use no 505 or other distress call but the radio operator kept spelling
out the word "help” in both the international ard the American Liorse codes.
No reply was received from any ship, but the naval radio station at Newport
got the message which reported that the fires were out and assistance ur-
gently needed. The lighthouse tender AZALEA braved a severe gale to go Yo
the resecuc. After several hours a hawser was jotten aboard and the tender
took the lightship in tow and started for New Bedford. After being towed
five and a half hours, the master of No. 5v signalled that she must be
abandoned at once, and the crew of thirteen men were taken aboard the
AZAIEA only ten minutes before the lightship foundered and sank out of
Bighto (’B)
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LIGHTING THE PANAMA CAUAL APPROACUES - 1911

The building of the Panama Canal raised new lighting problems, con-
nected both with the cansl iteelf and its approaches. Congreass did not
direct definitely how this lighting should be dons. George R. Putnam,
Chief of Lighthouse Burezu, went to the Isthmus in 1911 on an inspection
trip, to talk the matter over with the Canal authorities., The construction
of the waterway was then in active progress. He conferred with General
Goethals, there and later in iashington, and a clear-cut understanding
was reached that the lighting of the Canal proper was a problem best ine
cluded in its construction and operation, but that the off-shore aids on
jslands and on ‘the routes to the Canal would be provided by the Lighthouse
Service. This plan has worked saocothly, with full cooperation from the
Canal authoritees. (B) ,

L

TNTRENATIONAL ICE PATHOL ~ 1912

The sinking of the "unsinkable" White Star liner TITANIC on her maiden
voyage on April 1h-15, 1912, with a loss of more than 1,500 of her passen-
cers and crow, stands as the greatest of all peacetime marine disasters,
But she was far from the first to meet death by ice in the North Atlantic.
In lay,1633, the LADY OF THE LAKE, bound from England for Quebec, struck
a berg with a loss of 215 lives. T:e American ship WILLIAL BROWNE return-
ing from BEngland to Philadelphia in Liay lohl; met the same fate and carried
down seventy with her. DBetween March 1042 and April 1lu90, fourteen vessels
were lost and sbout forty seriously damaged by ice, includingz a number of
transatlantic steamers. There were undoubtedly other berg victims. The
HARCNIC, an earlier i/hite Star vessel, and also on her maiden voyage, sailed
from Liverpool in Fcbruary, 1u93 and vanished. In liarch 1054, the CITY OF
GLASGOW, still another Liverpool vessel, disappeared on her way to Philadel-
phia. But it took a dissster such as the TITANIC to shock the maritime
nations of the world into action,
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The blue spark of the TITAUIC's wircless, crackling its despcrate CQD,
was barelr silent on that April night in 1912 vhen the United States Navy
Department had the scout cruisers BI:C!INGHA! and CHLSTER underway. They
sailed with orders to maintain a search in the vicinity of the Grand Banks
durin; the remainder of the ice sezson and warn all shippin,; of the bergs
they sighted. '

In 1913 when the ice care south 2pain, there were no Lavy ships avail-
able for the duty. And so the Treasury Department sent the cutters SRIECA
and .ILT to juard the transatlantic routes, while Great Britain dispntched
the trawler JCOTIL for observation work off Newloundland,

On January 20, 191l, in London, the International Conference on the
vafety of Life at Sea provided lor an ice potrol, ice observation and dere-
lict destruction service on the United States - Suropean lanes, Delgium,
Canada, Denuark, France, Germany, Great Dritain, Italy, Netherlends, jlorway,
Sweden, and the Unlted States asreed to share the expense in proportion to
the amount of their tonnage plyin;: the protected vaters. The United States,
with its revenue cuiters in mind, said it would undertake the job.

Therc has not bLeen an ice season since, except during the yesrs of the
U. S, participrtion in Torld Tars I and II, without a pair ol cutters stand-
ing; the guard.

In 1929, the International Convention on the Safety ¢~ Life rt Jea re~
affirmed the 191k Convention?s general provisions for an Ice Patrol and
three additional governments, - Japan, Spain and USSR, - entered ihe pact.
Definite nercentages, ran-ing from 1 per cent for the three new adherents
to LO er cent for Great Britain (and Horthern Ireland), with the U. S.
sharin; lo per cent and Germauy 10 per cent, viere agreed upon in siaring
the expense,

The North Atlantic bergs have their source in Greenlsnd, comin; from
that islond's mile-thick ice~-cap which covers an area that is almost 2 3/L
as lergze as the Ctate of Texas. A little at a time, this Greenlesnd ice
crecps toward the east and west coasts, where it pinches into the valleys
at the leads of the fjords. The pinching process, with 2ll the weight of
the cap beihind it, and with the pressure from the valley sides, packs the
ice into _lacial rasses tiat icecp novin; forward. The nose of one of these
nmasses pusiin, down a fjord eventually dips into the sea, shoves ahead for
a hundred to sometimes 700 feet. As tie nose of the mass be;ins floating
with the 1ift of the water, the strain from the 1ift becones more than the
ice can stand. A wreak spot suddenly rives way with a violent cracking and
roar, and an iceberg czlves from the glacier in a thunderous splash of foau.

Bergs calved on the east coast of Greenland are few in nwiber rnd rarely
reach the regions regularly crossed by lorth &tlantic shipping. On the wesl
coast, however, bergs calve by the thousands cvery year and drift into
Baffin Bay and Davis Strait after a comperatively short period. Then they
heave around in currents and begin their soubinrard passage of 1,000 miles
or so to the Grand Banks.

This journey nay require a few months or two or three years, depenc-
ing upon the :oint alon; th. coast where the berg calves from the icc-cap
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and depending upon the winds, weather ond strenzth of the currents. S 11l
bergs usually break up with the battering ol the seas. Others drift to the
North American contiuent and ground in shoal weter. Generally borgs begin
To appear on the Grand Banks in llarch, when the Labrador current approaches
the height of its volume and force, rushin; down from the north in full
flood to clash with the Gulf Stream up fron the Tropics.

. Off the Grand Banks is an area lnowm as "the Trianzle." Equalatoral
in shape, with sides about 175 nautical miles lon. the Trian;le contains
more than 13,000 miles of sea. Its base extends butween 47° 00* W and
50° 00" ¥ along L1° 30' H. Its apex touches at LLO LG N, L3° 00' W,

Years of Ice Patrol experience show this to be the most critical ice
zone. Unfortunately it lies athwart the shortest sea routes between the
United States and Europe. These are Tracks A, B, and C, travelled by pas-
senger vessels, under international agreement to prevent collisions between
- eastbound and wostbound traffic. Track G, the farthest north, is used
during ice free periods. Track B, to the south, touches Triangle's lower
part and is usually the route during the ice season. But when the bergs
are thick, the cutter on patrol shifts traffic even farther south, dowm
to Track A.

Patrol cutters do not attempt to tow bergs away from the steamship
lanes or destroy them by mining or gunfire. There is only one thing to
do about icebergs: warn ships by radio, of the ice berg's position, and
let nature take its course with the ice., The berg's southward drift
carries it across the meeting place of the Icy Labrador current and the
tropical Gulf stream. Averages based on hundreds of Tce Patrol observa-
tions show that even the largest will dissolve within a mweek or ten days
after the warmth of the Gulf Stream begins its attack. :

Rivulets spring from the melting ice and push down over the sides.
Crevices appear and drive decp into the hulk until a growler, weighing:
a ton or more, cracks loose and rears into the sea with a tremendous
splash. The berg pitches, rolls and turns completely over. Then af'ter
it regains its equillibrium, the process of melting, cracking and calving
growlers begins again,

There is a normal expectancy of 377 bergs drifting south of the L8°
parallel between Jamary and September of any year., The number rose to
1322 in the year 1929 and fell to 13 in 1931, Four times since the inaugura-
tion of the patrol it had been unnecessary to kecp the watch because no
bergs reached the transatlantic lanes, :

The cutter on Ice Patrol is chiefly concerned with locating hergs
in the critical Triangle area and acting as a clearing house of bearg ine
formation. Day or night she responds to the request of any vessel for
specific data on ice, weather, safe courses or any other assistancs within
her power. Regularly, at four hour intervals throughout the day, sh
broadcasts the josition of all bergs, field ice, storm aress, derelicts
and other obstructions to navigation of which she is awarc. At the siome
time she requests vessels receiving the broadcasts to revort every four
hours all ‘ice sijhted and when between latitudes 4O and ﬁg north and lLwngi-
tudes L3 and 54 west. Also sea water temperature, barometer, weather,
visibility, course and speed. As many as 500 answers are received dailyr
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from ships trevellin; between North America and Kurope. From the informae
tion received reports are collated for four-hour transmission. Once every 2l
hours 2 compilation is radioced direct to the Hydrographic Office at Tlashing=
ton for distribution among shipping circles, In addition meteorological
regorts are sent to the U, S. T‘eather Bureau daily. (G)

LR

THE OUIT KITUATL BUITION -~ 1912

The skipper of the LUMIING, which hsd been coaling in Kodiak harbor
gt the time, reported that on June 6, 1912, the ;lacial top of :ount
Kitmai, located on the Alasken Peninsula nearby, had blown off with a
roar which shook the countryside for miles, followed by the ;sre:test
eruption from the central furnace of the earth knovm in modern history.
Kitmai, with a crater 3700 feet deep, is the newest and third largest
of the worldis active volcanoes. Its slopes are rugged and wilds as
legend has it, the nearby Valleyr of Ten Thousand Smokes is inhabited
by a race of gianits, so larpge and hard that they use grizzly bears for
lap dogs. The eruption had continued for three days. TIts dust darkened
the sky over the Sanara Desert, 12,000 miles away. .ore than five cubic
miles of ejecta were spewed from Kitmai's gaping mouth, covering; the North
Pacific for miles. OSulphurous fumes had poisoned hundreds of bear and
caribou and millions of birds, burying them under a blanket of ashes 20
feet thick, and had contaminated the nearby sea, driving t.e fish upon
which the natives depended for food to distant waters. The I'Al ING's decks
had scon been covered by ashes, but her men housed-in the after-part of
the ship wilh boerds and canvas and gave shelter to the four hundred ine
habitants of the surrounding area. xxx Then the eruption died dovn the
officers and nmen of the UANING rationed food and turned to on the job
of digring out #nd restorin; streets and homes. Tmediately after her
arrival, the NLAR, soon joined by otlwer cutters of the Tering {fea Patrol,
landed provisions snd sent her crew ashore to aid the ren of the 'J/IT'ING.
ithen the work was done, the REAR sgain lheaded north, while the “ANVING
transported the inhebitants of severrl netive villages, which had been
completely buried, to a new site on Ivenoff Bay, where gane and {ish were
plentiful., (J) .

CENTLE. LN FPRLFER TIE! - 1913

widle the BEAR was anchored off lNome during the swmer of 1913, a wild
southerly cale nade up the Nering Sea. She sousht her custosary shelter
in the lec of Sledge Islond o5 the storn kept the inhatitants of lome in-
doors for days, After the ;[ale had subsided she a;zin anchored in ome
Roads. Upon reaching the boat landing,her men saw that waves had vashed
out the gravevard of 1900 and sirewed the frozen corpses around the towm.
One old sourdough reported thal he had discoverszd an open coffin in front
of his .doeor, containing the perfectly preserved body of a blonde dance-=hall
siren of the boom days. He had jazed at it for a moment, then smiled
reminiscently and remearked; "By gum, Soldie. You still look good."  (J)



EASTLAND DISASTER - 1915

On the crestion of the Department of Labor in 1913 the Stcamboat
Inspection Service became a bureau of the Department of Coumuerce. This
change, like that in 1903, was accompanied by disasters, the loss of the
EASTLAID in 1915 having led to a recommendation that & board of naval
architects in the Department of Commerce pass on all merchant vessels of
over 100 gross tons before their construction. In that year there was
enccted the Seamen's Act, which embodied most of the recommendatlons re-
garding lifesaving equipnent made at an international conference on safety
of life at sea held at London in 1913-191k after the sinkin; of the TITANIC,
even though the results of titis conference were not ratified by the Semate. (A)
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TILLALONK ROCK - 1915

Tt is hard to believe a request that was made in 1915 the year of
the Panama-Pacif{ic Exposition by the head keeper of T llamook. As a re-
ward for excellent service, lightkeepers with good records were being
detailed in turn for duty in San Francisco, to care for the Service ex-
hibit. After a week in the city on this detail, this keeper from Tillamook
asked to be sent back to the Rock! And on his retircment some years later,
‘after twenty-five years® duty on Tillamool, he inquired if he could be
allowed to contime to live on Tillamook Rock for the rest of his life;
He explained that he could not be happy away from the Rock, because he
kept worrying constantly about the light. (B) '

3o o e
BOGTON LIGHT ANNIVERSARY - 1916

Our lighthouses are rich in history, beginning with the building of
the first light in North imerica, at Boston in 1716. On its two-hundredth
anniversary, a bronze tablet was dedicated in this tower by Secretary
Redfield, in the presence of representatives of lassachusetts and of

Boston. (B)
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LIGHTSHIP TO THE RESCUE - 1916

Lightships have repeatedly furnished refuge for those shipwrecked
or in distress. A notable instance occurred when the German submarine
raider U~53 visited the American ccasts in 1916, before we entered the
World War, This submarine made its lair in the vicinity of NANTUCKET
Lightship, where, until the alarm spread, vessels were constantly passing,
The submarine sank a number of unarmed merchant ships, the crews of which
took refuge on the lightship, where they were Jiven such succor as was
possible. At one time there were one hundred and fifteen shipwrecked men
aboard and nineteen ships's boats were trailing astern. As bad weather
ensued shortly, and the locality is forty-one miles {rom the nearest land,
it is probable that many of these seamen would have lost their lives had
it not been for the haven provided by the lightship. All of these crews
were safely landed later. (B) '



LIGHTSHIP Ao A HAVEL - 1916

BLUNTS RU%F Lightship marks the outer limit of the rocks off Cape
I'endocino, a wild and desolate part of the coast of California. Jn the
year, 1916 at one-thirty on the rorning of June 15, the lookout reported
a boat hailing the lightsiip. On comin; alongside, the officer stated
that the steamship BiAR had stranded betcen the Cape and False Cape iock.
In ell, nine lifeboats cene alongside, and one hundred znd fiftyelive
people frow the !LAR, includin,, many vorien, were taken aboard RIJ'NTH HLEF
Lightship, and ;iven hot coffee and warn bedding, and the boats were passed
astern, Other lifcboats arrived later, and eventually all these people
werc transferced to land by the stecuer GiV.CL DOLLAK. 7his all happened
durin;, dense fo;, which had lasted for two deys, with the station fog
girnal sounding regularly. low a radiobezcon has been slaced on BLUNTS
HAEF -Lightship, and the likelihood of such a disaster had been much

lessened. (B)
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LIGITSHII' COLLISION = 1916

As lightships are moored near to the steamer lanes, thev have in
former times been especially subject to collisions when their stations
are in close vaters. FIRE ISLAND Lightship, in the apnroaches to Mow
York, vwas struck by the steamer IMIILAD .LIHIA, in 1916. The side of the
lightship was stove in to a point four fect below the wate. line. The
crew showed great rresence of mind. By emptying tanks, they were able
to list the vessel so as to brin_ most of the damage above the water
line, making it possible for iLhe lightship to be towed in to Hew York
without sinking. (B) :

L

CHANGING C LDITICHS IN LIFE SAVING ~ 1917

Replacenent of wooden vessels by steel ships indicated that wrecks
would take place farther offshore than formerly, and that more time would
be available for rescue. So also, use of the breeches buoy was expected
to show a decline, Generally, therefore, these facts have been reflected
in the location of newer stations, and these heve for the most p2rt been
built on inlets in order to take advantage of the latest equipment, Con=
sequently more motor lifeboats znd picket boats and fewer pulling, boats
are being used at the present time. There is a lookout tower at every
station, if not atop the building;, then nearby. There is also a 75-foot
signal tower for displaying the colors and making signals, All stations
are part of the chain of coastal communications, and so are able specdily
to report disasters and to swanon cssistance. Complements of stations are
fairly small. In 1917 the personnel consisted of eisht or nine surfmen
and a boatswain or chiel boatswain's mate in charge. Later on the number
was increased to sixteen or uore, usuzlly, though not always, under command
of a warrant officer. During wartime, of course, all complenients are
based on the character of the duty to be performed. (C)
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WCRID WaAR. I - 1917-1J

ihen it became apparent, early in 1917, that the olicies of the
German ;;overnment would soon align the United Ctetes with Great Pritain,
France and Italy, a war ;lan, inown as "Plan One" had been viorked out
between Goast Guard and Naval oflicers. The 1915 law had created “the
Coast Guard, which shall constitute a sart of the nilitary forces of
the United States and vhich shall operate under the Treasury Depertment
in time of peace and nperste as a part ol the Navy socux in time of war
or when the President shall so direct." "Plan One went into con,.lete
operation within six hours after Iresident . ilson ap;roved the doclzrs-
tion of Var on A.r'l G, 1917. It save tle lavy the full-time scrvices
of the entire Coast Guard sersonnel and equipment consistin, of 223 con-
missioned officers, L,500 werrant officers and enlisted men; L7 vessels;
and 279 shorc stations, all on a war footing. Twenty=four of the Mavyts
co batant ships in Zuropean waters went to the comrand of Coast Cuard
officers. Ihe American Patrol Detachment in the Caribbean had five of
its fighting shiss with Coast Guard skippers. Five olficers commanded
trainin; caups. Aviation duty took six others, one commanding; an air
station in frence, and another one 2t home. In the Naval Districts 23
combatant ships had Coast Guerd command. Out of the 130 Coast Guard line
officers, there were 63 who eventually received command duty. Others
served in various capacities in Naval Districts and at training cauzs,
and abor rd transports, cruisers, cutters and patrel vessels. During
AuwZust and Septenber 1917 the cutters CSSIPRI. s SENECA, YAUACRAW, ALCONQUIN,
CAUNING and TALLA arrived ab Gibraltar znd renmained under Coast Guard con-~
mand as Squadron 2 of Division 6 of the Atlantic Fleet natral forces,

On September 26, 1910, the TAMPA, having been on convoy duty between
Gibraltar and England, lor more than a vear, saw her latest convoy to
safety in the Bristol Channel and procecded, in accordance with orders,
toviard 11lford llaven, iales. At 8:45 that ni_ht, sonme of the ships she
had dropped heard an ex;losion astern. That blast marked the TALTA's end,
and the end of the 115 officers and men, of whom 111 were Coast Guard
personnel. A few pieces of wreckaze and two unidentifiable bodies were
a2ll that was found when a searchin; force of U. 5. destroyers and British
patrol craft reached the scene.

With the exception of the cnllier CICLOC, whose disapnearance in the
Caribbean, may or may not have resulted fron eneny action, the TAIiA's
loss was the ;reatest single navalloss sustained by the U. S. during orld
War I. The British Admiralty addressed the following letter to Admiral

Ginss

"Their Lordslips desire ne to express their decp regret at the loss
of the USS T4 PA. lier record s'nce she hLas been emploed in Kuropean
waters as an ocean escort to convoys has heen remarkable. She has acted
in the capacitr of ocean escort to no less than 1o convoys from Gibraltar
comprising 350 vessels, with a loss of only two ships through enemv action.
The commander of the convoys have reco nized the ab’ ity with which the
TA'PA carried out the duties of ocean escort. Appreciation of the good
worik done by the USC TA'PA nmay be some consolation to those bareft and
Their Lcrdships would be plad if this could be conveyed to those enmcermed."
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Ten da7s before this, men frona the cutter il LA engajed in an cxploit
vhich causnd the Tritish Admiralty to agsin express its adnmirntion: "Seldom
in the annals of the sea® it announced "had there been exi:ibited such self-
abnegation, such cool courage and such unfailing dilipence in the face of
almost wnsurnountable difficulties xexx America is to be congratul: ted,"

The British collier LLLIIGTC, one of a convoy being escorted by the
SENHCA to Gibraltar, was hit by a torpedo, her forefoot being blomm away
and her number one hold flooded. Her crew abendoned ship, despite her
mastert's assurance that she would stay afloat, Lieut. F. W, Bromn of the
SENECA, which picked up the collier’s boats, received pernission to take
a prrty of volunteers aboerd tho collier and work her into Prest. Uith
16 men from the cutter, he dropped into the same bost that had broucht
the first survivors to the SEIFCA and shoved off. They were soon joined
by 1 of tha ELLINGTCH's crew, including two nates and her naster, who
refused the offer of command and was asoirned as first officer, After
some repairs, cnough stean was raised to get underway at seven knots to-
ward the French coast. The men were never 5£[ duty, some doing work
they had never done before in order %o keep up steanm, and all standing
conbinuous watches,

Time and again, throu hout the aftermoon word came to the bridge:
nyeter's riging in Number Two hold,Sir." And time and again, Lieut,
Browm order}ggr stopped, so that he pumps could work under a full head
of stean and lower the sloshing; flood. As night fell, the wind and sea
rose and the WELLINGTON began to et cranky, refusing to hold on her
course and persisting in coming hcad up to the sea, Again and agaln, the
nan at the wheel worked desperately to maneuver her stern into the sea.
But everr hard-fought attempt failed. She was badly off, down bv the
head, with her steerageway lost and rolling heavily as the wind freshened
into a sa2le. There was nothing availsble to ri; a sea anchor, for sie was
fitted with vteel towers instead of spars. There was no way to reach her
forecastle and lebgo the anchors and chain cables to liphten her by the
head, for the seas were crashing in over the bow and boiling up through
the forward hatch. Lieut, Brown decided to get the only remaining life
boat off and detailed seven of the collier's men and one of the SENICA's
as the crew. Once the boat hit the water however, onc of the men, fear-
ing the heavy seas would crash them into the ship's side, cut the line
and they drifted off! Stranded, the men left behind heard that the U. S.
destroyver TARRMIGTCHN was coming at full speed. They built threc small
rafts cut of whatever they could find and started sending up rockets at
15 minute intervals. Aboubt 2:30 A.li. answoring rockets from the approach-
" in: destroyer were seen, The the WELLINGTCH began to list rapidly ana the
order came"Abandon Ships" Left oh deck Licut, Browm flicked his hand
flashliht on and off toward the destroyer, telling her that lie had sent
his pen over the side, and asking her to work in close and pick then up
froa the water. Finally the collier keeled over and the officer crawled
out on the taflfrail signalling desperstely "y men are in the waters "

A sudden explosion of her boiler heaved the WELLINGION part way out of

the sea. Then she fell heavily and started her long sliding plunge to

the bottom. The WARRINGTCH was fortunately now close at hand, maneuvering
throuch the wreckaye and men, trailing heaving lines, floatin, down lighted
life ralts, sending some of her crew into the water with lines made fast
to their vaists. Calling repeatedly froa the water "I had eighteen men®
Lieut. Brown caucht one of the heaving lines and cazme sboard the destroyer.
Then he lost consciousness. then they counted the survivors, eleven of

the SLCA's men wore lost and five of the UELUINGTON's 1l voluntears.
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Approaching Gibraltar in the spring of 1910, with one of her convoys
from Milford Haven, the cubter SENEGA fell in with the danger-zone escort,
which included ILS COWSLIP. In the early morning darkness, as they slovly
steamed toward the Rock, a loud explosion thundered across the sea, reach-
ing the ears of the men on the SENECA's bridge. Distress signals broke
out from the COUSLIP and the cutter innediately turned toward her.

"Stay away, Submarine in sigﬁtg Port Quarter," the sinking Britisher
repeatedly signalled as she watched the din shape of the SH.ECA swing in
her direction, :

Convoy practice simply required the cutter to hunt out the submarine
and leave the COWSLIP!s men to their fate, rather than risk her own de-
struction. Yet during the course of her circling on the search, the
SENECA lowered a boat, stopped dead in the water three times and brought
off the COWSLIP's eighty one survivora,

The 199 Coast Guard stations along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts kept
a never ending seaward lookout to aid the crews of vessels under attack
and maintaincd a constant alert shore patrol to repel landings from enemy
craft. At Chicamacomico, North Carolinz, Keeper John A,!idrett of Station
No. 179 heard a call from the lookout in the station tower late in the
afternoon of August 16, 1918, A tanker was proceeding along the coast,
about ssven miles offshore, the man on watch said, and he had seen a geyser
of water shoot into the air at the after part of the vessel. / cloud of
Smoke and a series of heavy explosions imnediately followed. There could
be no doubt of a German sub at work, liidcett and his men hurriedly started
the engine of their power surfboat and got underway., Dense clouds of black
smoke rolled skyward, evidence that the tanker's cargo was leaking and
afire on the sea,

Five miles from the beach, the Coast Guardsmen met a l1ifeboat with
the tankeris captain and six of her men. She was 2 Britisher, - the LIRIO -
the officer reported, and told of being torpedoed. Two other boats, with
the remainder of her crew, had managed to get off, he said, but one of then,
with sixteen men, capsized close to the fire, lidgett told the Inglishman
to head for the beach, but not to try a landing through the surf. "Anchor
offshore and wait until we come back," he directed. The powerboat then
continued toward the wreck. "On arrival® says the Coast (Quard account of
the rescue "the sea was found %o be covered with burning oil and burning

'gas for many huddreds of yards, with two great masses of flames one hundred

vards apart. In between the two great [lames, when the suoke vould clear
away a little, a lifeboat could be seen, hottom up, with six men clinging
to it." The rescue party went betwsen the walls of flame and smoke,
cautilously dedging the pieces of wreckage that would have readily stove
their boat, lifted the six men on board, and hastily %tuwmsd toward clear
water, "The six survivors" the account continues "all that vere left of
the sixteen men who had tried to launch the first boat to leave the ship,
told their rescuers something of their harrowing expesrience in the water,
It appears that all hands found places to cling to their boat and were
able to maintain their positions until the vessel blew up. After that
they were compelled to submerge as the blazing wall of water swept over
them, Thelr efforts to protect themselves frou the two elements, - fire
and water, - quickly told upon their strength. Ihen they could no longer



keep up the struggle, there was no alternstive but to let ;0 and drift
away to the nerciful unconsciousness of death by drovming. Thus, one by
one, they dropped off until only six of the ori:inal sixteen remained,
After some search the Coast Guardsmen found another boat from the steamer
containing 20 men which they took in tow and then procecded toward the
beach. ook Keeper Midget found the first boat frou the steamer safely

- anchored and waitin, for him. ifith splendid seamanship the xeeper succeed-

ed in safely landing all the men from the IRLO who were in the boats,
36 in all,"

In July, 191u, a German U-bo:t surfaced within sizht of Tast Crleans,
2ss., and began shelling the tug PERTH AUPOY and her tow of four barges.
Though unarned, the keeper and crew of station No. 4O, at East Orleans,
launched a boat without delay and pulled to the tufs assistance. The
German, either thinking he had accomolished his mission or suspecting
the lileboat -to be something more than a defenseless rescue craft, sud-
denly ceased firing and plunged out to sea,

The Diamond Shoal Lightship located off Cape llatteras, N. C., and
serving as a focal point for a lar;e volume of north and southbound coast-
wise traffic, was sunk by a German submarine on August 6, 1918. An enemy
submarine had attacked an unidentified merchant vessel about 1% niles NNE
from the lightship at 2:50 P..., firing about 4O shots at it and setting
it on fire, The lightship then sent out a wireless nessage varnin; other
ships of the presence of a submarine. The submarine next opened fire on
the lightship., This was at 3125 when six shots were fired fron a distance
of about two miles. Two shots passed between the smokestack and the maine
mast, two shots struck on the port side filling the spar deck with water,
one shot struck on the port bow, and one shot passed just over the ship
and under the wireless antenna. At 3:30 all hands were ordered into the
starboard boat, which was launched and pulled away from the ship, The
cubmarine ceased firing on the lightship and went alon;side the merchant
vessel which had been set on fire and sent her to the bottom, The sub-
marine then proceeded northward in chase of another merchant vessel, firing
1; shots at this vessel, none of which appeared to take effect. This
chase was given up and the submarine returned to the lightship and fired
seven more shots into it. At the time the last shots were fired the light-
ships boat was about five or six miles away. Aboard the lizhtship at the
tine of the [irst attack were twelve men including the mate (in charge)
engineer, cook, three firemen, four seamen and two radio operators, the
latter lavy personnel. All esecaped without injury. ihile the lizhtship
was sunic, reports indicated that the wireless message she had sent out
resulted in about 25 other vessels talring refuze in Lookout Bi:ht and
escaping jossible attack. (G)

#* N %R R

FIRST TRAUSATLAUTIC FLIGHT - 1919

Miith the stress of the wer behind us" said Secretary of the lavy
Daniels on liarch 15, 1919, "our sroble: is to advance the sciéence of air
navigation, to explore every avemuc of possible development, to build
better, faster, safer aircraft from year to year as we build better ships
for the Navy. Alrecady we are workin: tovard the first transetlantic
flight. That event is now almost in =ight."
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Two weeks later, threo Navy-Curtis .slanes NC-1, NC-3, and NC-i under-
went load carrving tests at Far Rockawvay, Long Island. Onc. loft the water
with a 26,000 ound gross load, 4,000 1bs. above the supposed linit, This
neant that the plones could and probably would, carry enough gasoline to
cross from Newfoundland to the Irish coast without alighting for fuel., New
and secret radio apparatus had been developed, with a receiving range of
LOO miles and an 808 sending; range of 350 wiles. The IC ships could sent
or receive from the water, for the usual anterma that trailed its wires as
much as 300 feet behind a plane, had been replaced with an aerial stretched
belween the skid fins. Wearing helmets with receivers attached to then
the commanding officer, the pilots and the radio operator each had a trans-

mitber that shut out the roar of the motors, The flyers could talk by
wireless telephone, if necessary. Part of this new equipment was the
"wircless compass or direction finder" which had proved entirely satis-
factory. The seaplanes werc equipped with four hizh compression Liberty
en;ines. Their wingspan neasured 126 feet. Their crows consisted of
five men, the coimanding officer who served as navizator, two Pllots, a
radioman and an engineer.

Instead of flyin; direct to the Trish coast, these planes would rake
several hops, from Newfoundland to the Azores, then to the Continent, then
to the British Isles. Twenty one U. S. destroyers were to stand watch at
60-nile intervals between Newfoundland and the Azores. The race to be the
first across the Atlantic by air had now narroved to the U. S. and England,
Early in 1919, word had arrived of the British dirigible R-34 being readied
with a series of trial flights. Others in the British Isles were experi-
menting with heavier-than-air machines,

On the morning of lay 17, 1919, the news was flashed that all three
of the U. 5. Navy planes were 300 miles out in the first four hours of a
trans oceanic flight. The next day's news was dismaying., The NC~-1 had
been forced dovn at sea and had sunk, though her crew had been rescued,
The NC~3 was nissing. But the NC-l, with Lieut. Comdr. A. C. Reade,
was safely down on the Azores. She had made the 1,200 miles from New-
foundland in 15 hours and 5 minutes. 'The NC-3 and her crew were located
two days later, adrift at sea. Only the NCd had remained to complete
the epic flight. Two weeks later she finished the flight from the Azores
to Plymouth. She had made the entire 3,925 miles across the ocean in 57
flying hours. A generous share of the credit went to First Lieut. Elmer
F., Stone, who served as one of her pilots, - the only Coast Guardsman in
the flight, (G)

LI IR R R

JANY OID LIGHTHOUSES ARE PRISL.RVED

Not only the assaults of nature but the irresistible march of progress
account for the passing of some of the fine old lighthouses. Even though
their importance to shipping may have much diminished, these towers have
gathered about them such a store of history and romance as to make them
features of consequence in the community, and if they are demolished it
becomes a matter of wide regret, Fortunately the old towers can often be
preserved, 2s has been done in the case of Barnegat by the State of New
Jersey, and of the first Cape Henry tower by a Virginia patriotic organiza-~
tion, and of Cape Florida ILighthouse by a private purchaser. Shimnecock
Light on the south side of Long Island was discontinued, and replaced by
a more effective and economical system of lighted buoys and an aubomatic
light on the beach., (B)

Gt #
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LIGHTHCUST O PROVE: PROFITABLE DIVIOTUL DS TO ULIT.D OPATES

‘Tany of the lighthouse reservations which viere no longer needed Lave
been transferred with the anproval of Conj;ress, aud converted to cod use
as State or local perks. Ticae sites, sclected before the grovth of come
munities, are often suitable Jor such uses. Others are sold when the
lights are discontinued, and some have yroved profitable investments "or
the United States, Thus winen the Sznds loint Lizht on tie north siore
of Long Island, was moved to a structure in the water at the end of the
reef, and made automatie, the oid buildings and site were offered for
sale, and brousht one hundred thousend dollars; a century before, this
land had cost thie United States five hundred and twelve dollars. On
the other hand, lijhthouses can gometizes be bou ht at barzain »rices,
The red brick tower and izeeper’s dwelling near the mouth of the St.
John's itiver, Florida, with the reservation, sald recently »lter wide
advortisin: for two thousand and fifty dollars, the upkeep cost making
it unwise to hold it. (B)

#* 3 o B

A FROZ ! FOG S1GIAL

In December some years ajo, a severe winter stors was experienced
at Passage Island, Lake Superior, for three days, with temperatures below
zero. The pipe supplying circulating water {roze repeatedly snd in order
to. keep the lof si:nal operating, the keepers carried ice and cold water
alnest continuously to cool the crlinders, stopping only for coffce, with
little other food. Except for brief intervels the fo., Sirnal ves kept
goinz. The keeper sent out a broadezst conecerning the trouble with the
signaly this was picked up by an amateur in Indlanapolis, wio promptly
telegranicd it to the Superintendent in Detroit. Receiving the informa-
tien in this roundabout way the Uuperintendent was enabled to broadcast
to mariners notice as to the unreliability of the fog siznal at Passage
Island. (B)

R K R

(0ST FOUTRFUL LIGHT

The tall lighthouse tower hos fixed Ltself in humen inacination, but
the value of the signal is nob always proportional to the he’;ht of the
structure itself. The most powerful 1ight in the Amecican systen once
shone from a low structure atop the Atlantic Hi-hlends as Favesink, New
Jersey. Ibs penetrating beam used to measure nine million csndlajorer.
The largest lens in the Lervice, at akapun Licht “tation in the llaveiian
Islends, is :ounted in a low tover. Dut the torer stands on a headland
over six lmndeed feet above the sea, (B)

L

LIGHTHOUS: DESIGH

Fortunately wood consiruction was, it is believed, never used for
any large lizhthouse tower, In some parts of the country, where luaber
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was an abundant building material, many smaller tovers verc built of wood,
and the {ar.ily dwellings ¢t nost of the stations ars of this naterial.

In the last half century more modern building materials have been introduced.

'assive masonry structures would be of prohibitive cost in these days, and
there are often obher adventapes in using iron or steel or concrete. These
materials have necessarily aflected architectural design, and are resulting
in lishthouse towors of quite dilferent anpearance., Some modernistic terme
dencies appear in racent structures, as in the desizn for Grays lieef Light-
house, in Lake .ichigan. (B)

# # H 3 #

A Fzi FISi: STORIUS

There were encounters with large [ish in erecting tne numerous beacons
in Florida waters. In »lacing the underwater struts for one of these
structures, a five lundred pound jewfish lay asleep near one of the piles,
and would not move away unbil the diver gave it a kick. In building a
light in Key West Harbor a black grouper played around and throu,h the
legs of the diver and pulled at his trousers. en the iron towcr for
East Triangle Light vas being erccted, an engineer went down in a diving
helmet; as he started to ascend he was startled by a large jewfish on the
opposite side of the ladder, whe tried to mibble the toe of his shoe,
vhich projected through the ladder. The barracuda is known as a fierce
and dangerous fish, ¥hen erccting small iron structures in southem
Floride waters, tiere are aliost alwa)ys one to a dozen barrscuda around
the site, large and spall, ifhen the diver walks toward them, they slowly
move away, and apparently pay slight attention to hi::. The diver is
always careful,however, not to take dovm with him any bright tool, or %o
have loose white or red strings about hin, which night attract the fish,
While work was in progress on East Trisngle Light, a barracuda struck at
a bright wrench which the diver was using to tighten a nut under water., (B)

R R

A5 LCROSS THE STRAIT - 1919

Upon touching the Big and Little Diomede Islands in 1919, the DEAR‘'s
skipper found that the coming of prohibition to the United States had
created conplications. The larger of these two rocky islets is Hussian,
the smaller is American, thoush the largest village in any particular
year was usually found on that island where whaling was good. Having
had a successful whaling season, the Diomede Eskimos were celsbrating
ith football, wrestling and other games, entertaining visitors from the
Siberian village and lubricating international affairs with a plentiful
supply of dried-fruit hooch. The hooch,of course, had been made only on
Bif Dicmede, &s such practice was strictly forbidden on the smaller island.

R R K

A FOC HORN SAVED PRESIDE!'T WILSON - 1919

wWhen the GEORGI VASIITGTCL, which brought President 7ilson back from
Paris Pezce Conference in 1919, was heading into Boston Harbor she almost
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went ashore on }tir}/ rocks of Thacher's Island, Third 4ssistant Keeper
Babcock, who wds Heeping the fo; signal going, suddenly saw the outline
of the great steamer loom out of tie mist. A% the last minute the Captain
msv have heard the Thacheri's Island foi; horn, for he reversed engines
and backed the steamer oub of danger. (n)

oW R o B

RULL RUINING -~ 1920-1933

The Revenue !zrine, parent organization of the Coast Guerd, had been
brought into existence in 1790 as a law enforcerent arn of the young
Republic. This important fact was lost sight of by may of our citizens,
whose sympathies were openly with the rumerunners during the era of pro-
hibition. The Coast Guard, as a nilitary organization had no choice but
to perform its duty which was to Suppress all saug; ling of comiraband,

regardless of its nature.

The early das of prohibition had found the Coast Guard seriously handi-
capped by lack of vessels, particularly fast ones. By 192l "Rum Rows" not
only graced New York's doorsteps, but flects of all sorts of rum-running
craft from brolen dovn fishermen to freishters of considerable tonnage,
hovered off the coasts of thic Inited States rmore or less permanently,

On llarch 20, 1929, the Iv:: ALCIE, of Canadian re;istryr, was anchored
off tie coast of New Orleans with 2000 cases of liquor aboard. ‘Yhen the
cutter WALCCTT came into sigitt the IV LLONE noved seaward. The WAICOTYT
asked the Canadian to heave to so thet she could be boarded and examined,
The I'! ALOKE refused., The WAICOTT fired several shells from her single
three pounder ascross thic Canadlian's bow. Then the VALCOTT*s gun jammed
and she called for assistance. Tue cuttors DUXTER and DALLAS responded.
That evening the I'M ALONE hove to and an unarmed officer of the WALCCTT
was allowed {o -come aboard but the Canadian's. skipper refused to permit
any searchi. The officer returned to his cutter and the pursuit continued,
Next day the DPXTER and DALLAS joined in' the pursuit. The DLEXTER ordered
the Canadian to "Heave to or I shall fire at you." The skipser of the
I9f ALONE refused on the ground that he was then on the high seas 1, or
15 miles from land or well beyond the legal limit of 12 miles. The L'l
ALOUE vas sunk in lLat, 25° L' N. Long. 90° L5'W by punfire from the cubbers
interrupted Ly recurring demands to “ieave to." All but one menber of the
crew vas rescued, The commander of the WALCOTT insisted that the I': ALCHE
was but 10,8 miles from the coast by his calculations. The Canadian Govern-
ment sent a strongly worded protest to Washington and the controversy drayped
through years of legal and diplomatic bickering, beilng finally settled by
arbitration,

In another celebrated case, the CG Patrol Boat 2i:9 overhauled a2 motor-
boat off the Florida coast. The two men aboard had 20 cases of whisky., In
an altercation that followed, a youn; Coast Guard machinist's mate Victor
Lamby was shot and eventually died., Another Coast Guardsman CB!! Sydney
Sanderlin and Robert X. "ebster of the U. S, Secret Servico were killed
in a nelee that ensued. Onc of the two rum-runners turned State's evidence
and was sentenced to a year and = day in prison. The other was hanged at
the Coast Guard Base at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, after the Susreme Court
refused to review the casc,
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Having taken aboard no less than half a million dollars worth of
liguor at St. Pierre Island, the l0L.:i00OD ran down the coast to a point
off New York where her crew ;roceeded to camov flage her to look like a
well known American coaster the TEXAS RANGEL. As such she steamed up
the Narrows and was reportied as the latter vessel by marine observers,

A careful Coas®t Quard officer, however, detected the fraud. He consulted
a shipping news bulletin which reported the TEXAS RANGLR actually in the
Gulf of Liexico that day. The pseudo TEXAS RANCER was overtaken near
Havershaw, her caplain and crew attenpting to eacape in a ship's boat.
Soarch revealed the $500,000 of choice liquors, the Coast Gurrd's largest
MCIC ca'bCho

Jhen the profit was taken from liquor running by the repeal of prohi-
bition (December 5, 1933) the smug;ling of narcotics, aliens and other
coutraband 8till called for the Coast Guard®s services. Several small
boats in the CGulf of Lexico continued to run juns to central American
countrics and returned with German narcotics before World ilar II. G0%
to 90% of the narcotics smuggled into Glie United States by 1937, it was
estimated, were brought in from the Orient. The dr-pping of narcotics
in weterproof sealed conitainers by incoming vessels becane so widespread
that Coast Cuard patrol boats were assi ned to meet these shis far out
at sea and trail them rizht in to their docks, ihen enterprising and
well financed smugpling rings took to the air, Coast Cuard aviation was
ready to neet thiom, (F)

3 3 % ®

FIRST RADIO FOG SIGNALS - 1921

Radio fog signals were initially installed at Ambrose Lightship,
Fire Island Lightship, and 3ea Girt Light Station in 1921, utilizing
spark transmitiers. One year later the first station on the Pacific
Coasgt was established on the San Francisco Lightship, and the first on
the Lakes vas set up on the Port Huron Lightship in 1925, (A)

B R E RN

FIRS? RADIO BEACONS - 1921

Until radio bearings came in, the most distant signal that cculd be
used was a liznt, limited both by the power of the beaut and by the curva-
ture of the earth to a range of about twenty-five miles. In fog the limit
of availability was a sound signal, and the certain usefulness Jor all
stations was restricted ordinarily to a few miles. It is only since 1921
that the first successful radioleacons were placed in service on A.JROSE
Lightship and two other stations in the approacies to Mew York, now these
gignals are broadcast daily and hourly from some hundred and twenty light-
houses and lightships, at str:tegle points 2long 3ll our coasts, The
great audience listening to the broadcast programs each day, does not
realize this other conbinuous and extensive use of the air, for there is
a sufflcient separation of frequencies to avold interference. This is
fortunate, as otherwise there might be many an inquiry as to the monotonous
repatition for hours at a time of a single letter, such as the dash dash
dot radio signal of DIAYVCYD SHOAL Lightship. In the earlier years the
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sending and receiving apnoratus was not. so geleclive, and a wircless
efTielad at Vancouver in those days found it necesssry to explain that |
the combinations of dots and dashes being heard were not nysterious-
mesgages fron lars, but only the siznals from the newly installed Ameri-
can radiobeacons., (B)

% 3% o 3

RADIO BEACOL'S [tAVL ADDED wWIDK RANGE OF AID SINCE 1921

The radicbeacons have added some 1,500,000 square miles of water to
the area served by the United States aids to navigation. In fact their
signals may carry far beyond this area. ihile off Nova Scotia, for
example, the BREUEN once took bearings on the radiobeacon at Colon, Panama,
more than two thousand miles away. There was in 1937, however, no ap-
parent need in navigation for bearings at distances of more than a few
hundred miles, and the power of the signals is purposely restricted to
avoid interfcrence., (B)

# 3 3t 3 3t

RADIC BEACONS' NON INTERFLRENCE - 1921

The radio beacon signals were operated on the offshore lightships,
and {rom selected lighthouses, by the regular crews and keepers, who
watehed these new devices with zeal. In principle they were quite simple,
merely a broadeast of a short signal, distinctive for each station. One
of the important problems at first was to prevent the radiobeacons inter-
fering with each other. For this purpose a most careful system of separa-
tlon by alternabing the sending minutes, and by small feequency difflerences,
has been perfected. A narrow band was reserved by international agreement
exclusively for these marine radicbeacons. To make use of the radio signals,
the ship mmst carry a directionefinder or radio-compass, an instrument also
glmple in principle, and nearly all the larger vessels are now so equipped. (B)

-

RADIO DIRECTION FINDERS - 1921

Radlobeacon systems have been extended throughout the world, since 1921
and radio direction-finders have been placed on more and more ships, even
on fishing craft. (B) :

% ¥ F 4 3t

RADIO BEACTHN VK. FOG SIGNALS

The radio beacon has a practical advantage over other fog signals,
in that it does not make a generally andible noise - it does not disturb
people’s slumbers or nerves. (B)

i3 4 Gt

DIRECTION FINDER BRARINGS ON OTHER VESSTLS

A vesgel equipped with a radio direction-finder can take a bearing on
another ship sending radio signals, and thus determine its direction at sea
by the same method it would use with a rad’o beacon on shore. (8)
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JRECK GF T ALASKA - 1921

The tragic loss of forty-two lives, through lack of imeans for taking
radio bearin;s, occurred in tho wreck of the AL&SKEA, which sank the very
vyear that radio beacons caue ints use. One August day in 1921, the
FAKENEA, in a dense fog off Cape lendocino, California, ;icked up an CS
call from the LLASKA. Having no deviece for tellinz from which direction
cane the call for help, the WAKU.IA crulsed for ten hours h:efore she
could find the sinking ALASEA. "Strongest in my mind," said the radio
operator saved fron the doomed ALASKA, "remains the picture of the
VALTENA twelve or thirteen milew from us at 9:15 P.il., and after that
tryin, unsuccessfully all night to locate us, while many unfortun: te
human beings werce clinging to floating wreckage and succumbing slowly
to exposure." (B)

$# I 3k 3¢ I8

LIGHTSHII' COLLISION - 1924

i collision with the FIXL ISLATD Lightshi» occurred on “arch 30, 192L,
in a dense foz. Of this the assistant engineer gives the following account:
"About 2:L5 P. e I heard turee ships. I went on deck looking for them and
they continued blowing. I then heard a sudden rush of wa*er ceming straight
towards us. I looked up and saw the stezmer heading for us amidships, I
then rang the alarm bell, Somehow or other the steamer sheered off, and
when I stopped ringing the alarm bell she struck the.light vessel on the
port quarter." Again the crew showed sreat skill; they ot slings over-
side and patched up the rent in the ship's lull with planks and tarpaulins;
the punmps were tnen able to keep pace with the inrushing water, and Fing
ISLAND Lightship was azain saved from sinking. She started for New York
under her ovn stream, and lzter the tender U RUCE took her in tow. (B)

o ¥ RR

LIGHTSHI: COLLISION - 1925

In Kovember, 1920, HEDGL FUCE Lightship was struck by a foreign

freightef and within fif‘teen minutes sank on her station in ten fathoms

of water. This was one of the most inexplicable of casualties, as the
weather was clear, and the signal lizhts were burning brightly. It appears
hat the pilot in chargze of the {reighter gave the helmsman a course to
steer, and left the bridgze tenporarily. Apparently the helmsman felt im-
pelled to obey his orders literally, even if a lightship happened to be

in the way. It was a costly display of discipline, as the ormer had to
raise and repair IEDGE F NCE. (B)

L O

kit IS Y WSNULRIDNG BUQY, TLNTIGHT?M

A strange story is that of the Frying Fan Shozal buoy 2A FP, which a
few years a;0 broke from its sooring s off the Korth Carolina coas®t and set
out for the open sez. It was 2 considerable Luoy, forty fcet lon;, weigh-
ing twelve tons, with light and whistle, and was worth eipht thousand
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dollars. This runaway buor drifted ovor ‘nto the Gulf Streex snd sailed
avay for Lurope. It was sizhted and regorted some ten ti.es, snd its
vagraney” v s broadcest, but sttemubs to recover it vero unsuccessiul,

A French steamer saw it approachin:, the Irish Coast and lighthouse
authorities there sere notilied. Finally after a rear and a month at
sea and a voyage of about four tiousrnd miles, 2 FP {the FP strnds for
Fryin; Pan) vas washed ashore off Skibbereen,County Cork.

This adventure of a buor was the subject of a poem in the Sét.urday
Evening Post, of which these are a few lines:

Fow when,and why, and how came he

To slip his moorings and put to sea

Jith an impudent whistle and lazy roll?
Fool, to be bound wnen he mizht be free!
ilas it a choice to be pondered o0'er . 's o o
+eeks and months did he roll at will, . » .

For tiey found him all spent on the Irish stend
And they seized him and put hin in chains once more 3 0.6 »

«hose dull life palled, and who longed to be free,
And defied the world and went off to sea, (B)

#* o33 * W

WEISTLING GHILE IT "DRKED

The whistle buoy marking the station of NANTUCKTT SHOLLS Lightship,

‘broke loose and drifted for nineteen nonths, covering a distance of at .

least thirty-three hundred miles, circling between Permmuda and the
Atlantic coast, and sounding its vhistle all the time. (B)

% 3 9 % 3t L

1 PIRCUPINI. BUOYS®

In areas below the Narrcws wliere tows of bary;es pass out to sca s it
becane necessary to protect vhe lighted buoys fron the tow lines by
subting teeth or cutting-kmives into the buoys? up_er structure. Strong
was the language of the irate tu; captains wien they discovered the Sur-
pose of this contraption. “ne of them, throu h his wheel-housc window,
hailed a passing lighthouse tender: "I see rou're putting in another of
those — — porcupine buoys. well, you've zobt us = we'll cive you a
wide berth.® (B)

* R E®

It CARTOUS LANDING

Landing at Tillamook Lizht is often attended vith difficultyr sven
under favorable conditions, the tenderis boab must approach the Rock
cautiously, and persons and coods rust be hoisted out of it in a cage
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or sling, and swun; arcund onivo tic landing stz-e, b the derciek. Tuis
operatinn requires rapid work and accurate coordination .ctiwen Lhe boat's
crew and Uhe stabtion crew. In spite of skillful handling, the caje and
the boat semetines fall to connect. KXeeper Hilly soin, on leave, nissed
the boat, and sank some twenly feet under tie surface. The matter of
fact attitude habitually shovn towards such incidents, is indicsted by
Hill's remark that he "seeued a long time coming up,® and the Captain's
report wilcn hastened to rejret that, "the mail ba_ ves washed out of the
cage and lost," before getting around to the fact that "Lr., Hill was talken
aboard and his clothes dried." (B)

ol

LIGHTSHIPS COSTLY AIDS

Anchored in deep water, a lishtship is highly valued by the navizator
because it i3 near the steamer route, and usually he mey pass it on either
side. These are by far tie nost costly aids to naviration; and tneir use
aust be limited to positions where tihe value of the service justifies the
expense. (B)

ol R

USL OF (nDIC BEARINGS T ILSCUE = 1926 |

The radie bearing peruiis the rescuin;; vessel to {0 directly to the
vegsel in trouble, often saving rmch time in the srrival of succor, espe-
cially viien the founderin; ship is in error in the sosition, asccrtained
fron dead reckoning, which it may have broadcast with its 207 call, 1Ye
rescue of the crew of the British frei;nter ALTINCD b; tlhe
United Gtales ship PRESIDELT ROCSEVELT in mid-Atlantle in wanuary 1Y20,
is a notable example of this use of radic bearings. Captain George Fried, -
then master of the R(CUSEVIIT, imiediately changed his course on recelving
the 505, and radio bearinzs on the ALTZICE were tzken every {iftecn minutes.
He found that the ANTI)NCE's position,as jiven,was scme [ifiy niles in error;
but steering by the radic bearing;s, he reaciied tie vessel in about 9ix
nours, After three and a half days of heroic strugyle, the twenty+five
men of the sinking AITINUE were rescued. (B)

LICGHY D SBEA BUOYS

The outside lightships of the Atlantic and the Pacific coasts are
our outmost sentries. In recent years there have also been nlaced off
these shores, to mark points only less important than those of the litht-
ships; a consliderablc nuaber of lijhited sea buorys. The constantly ine
creasing effectiveness of all thesc floating aids scecnunis for the prsy-
ing in usefulness of some of the earlier lishthouses on the low saady
coasts. The incoain; trensatlantic sleaners now pay little heed to the
once important stately lijhthouses which are located bacik of the snore,
On the otiner hand on the Creat ILakes, 1i;hthouse structures built on
the reefs have in nost cases displaced the lijutships, and in other localli~
tles lighted buoys have taken their places. As a result therc are in zll.
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4 QUTSIDU LIGHTSH.C‘L‘: IhDISP: NS INLY

The outside 1i; ut.qnlp" warking the tracks to the lacje -orts, or
Juard ng the limits of dangerous shorls, are to shippinz the uost ve luatle
all aids; their cost and risk ave fully warranted, and t.ucre is no

prospect that thoy can be disponsed with or rr",laced (B‘
#* 3 3t o+ 3
| ‘ HADIC AIDS

Radio has gone fer towards snlving what, until a few years back, was
the @ost urgent of remaining navi.a tional problens. Cnly the radios signal
penetrates the foy and rain which may tlob out a 1li_ht, however brilliant; .
e : it alone is unalfectad by the rosr o the stora which drovms the sound of
the niost powerful si;nal., (B)

+# R W e 3k

A KETORS VI i.’.‘.f AFF CT HIG RAPING

If the nuaber of women actually in the scrvice is, of necessity,

decreasing, the worth of women to it is not lessened one bit. "I know .
of mo other branch of the government," I was told by one of tic Superin-
tendents "in wvhich the wife plays sucih an ingortant pert.m fvery light- /
house keeper gets a rating. <This rating is based on a number of things =
| his ovm 8kill = his faithfulness to duty. These are the nost important,
| " Bub there are other items, a2lso, For one thing - the syotless order and
{ cleanliness of z lighthouse is treditional in bthds service. 'hile the
| governnment does not expect the keeperts wife to spend her time el=aning -
| the machinery, pelishting the brase :ipes - that's the nan's joh - at:LL,
> the genersl spic and span-ness of the house - amd that'!s her province =

has a2 lot to do with her husband's offiecinl rating. (R) \

® o N N

YPLLLSE. NO SHARKS

A woman applicant for a ligjhtkeeperts position in California s guite
' particular about the sosition she would take: "I don't want it in southern
(o California where it is hot, or where it is fierce storms ac bitbtor cold,
| but where it is livable with some advantajes; a well saying li;ntihouse wherc
\ I could let my youngest ;irl co to school, wierc there are certain refine-
ments and nice fanilies for her to know as a2 jroving sirl. I will want the
sosition the rest of my 1lifs as I can't alford to nove fron place to Jlace,
> and I get attached to thinzs., I also write stories occasionally for the
& - magazines and papers and would like this kind of life, as guiet is necessary
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to succeed at that. If »ou had a bit of jrass where we could iave a

sarden, sonie chickensg and a cow I feel we “would ¢ sive you tihe -1ost. helps

hope there are lobsters and [ood fishin:, but please, no sharksint (B)
*ow %R

LIGHTIIOUS & ATTRACT BIRDS -~ 1927

The attraction of the powerful coast lights for mizrating birds has
often been mentioned. Thus Captain Cherman of the 'laine District, re-
lates this occurrence in 1927: "I have to report that on February lst,
it was noticed timt a large [lock of sea ducks and drakes was in the
wicinity of the Saddleback Ledge Lighthouse and that during the evening
five were killed by striking against lantern railin; and ;lass, and on
February 2nd, scventy-six of these birds were icilled or stunned by strik-
ing towver, and two panes of lantern ;lass were broken out, and at one
time there were ten ol these large birds in tower or lantern; the keepers
at the station were making bemporary repairs to ;lass uni'l aorning,
Thirty seven of those birds had recovered sufficlently so that in the
mornin;, they were let go by the keepers, forty-four of same havinb died,
or vere killed by the impact.™ (B)

ok ok N

Al ICE STOM. HITS STALFA.D ROUOCK - 1929

A severe ice storm swept over the Stannard Rock Lisht Station in
lNovenber, 1929, Tiis lighthouse uarks z danjerous reef ian lake Juperior,
and stands in eleven feet of water, It is twenty-four miles fron the
nearest lend, being -the most distant from land of any 1li;ht station of
this country. This lovember storm continued for several days, with ten-
peratures of ton degrees below zero in that locality. The head keeper
of Stammard Rock in his officilal report, thus describes this ice stornm:
TThe condition of the weather during the latter part of November at
Stannard ltock Lighthouse was the worst that I have ever experienced in
oy thirty years or more on the Great Lskes. It started in with light
gnow squalla from southwest on the 22nd but gradually shifted to north
on the 26th and blowing very fresh, On the 27th and 26th it blew a gale
from the northwest, and snow squalls on and off and very cold. On the

,29th it blew a gale fron west and the worst gale that I have ever known

at the station. The spray went over the dome every minute and plate
Zlass outside of lantern became one solid uzss of jice. I tied the vapor
lizht dovm with wire, but as the nantles were thrown off faster than I
could put them on I decided to chanze and I put in the old wick burner,
lamp> and this also had tc be tied dovm.

ffe had %o use the steam hose night and day during those days to thaw
out trumpete and all outside piping, and to be ready to sound signal if it
should be nseded. Our aerial wire went down three times from the weijht
of ice. e repaired sauze twice, but when it caze dowm £gain on December 1
we had no more wire to repair with. :

"The keepers of this station think they have a lot of ice Lo contend

‘with in the spring on opening of navigation, but then they have ice only



on top of pier. This fall everything was iced -up Lro. top of tower dowm
to water edze, ITece overhung on pier fron six to eight fect 211 around,
hen the tender A'AMAUTH came to take kecpers off on the evening of
December L, and throw her searchlipht on the s ation, it was a vionderful
sight and not very often scen.® (1)

9 M e
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o lm SAVIS h T S:EL e 1930

A sprinzer speniel named Spobt was the pet of Keeper Augustus B,
Hauor of Cwl's Head Light, Maine, in 1530. According to a storr told to
E. . Snow (Femous MNew bnjland Lighthouses) by the kecperis wifc, Spotis
whole interest in life secned centered in the lighthouse, the fo.: bell
and the shipping vhich passed the Owl's liead proaontory. He was always
watching for boats to pess the 1lijnt and as soon as they would et near
enouzh to the cliff, Spot would run over to the bell rope and zive it a
fewr quick tugs with his teeth, until the bell pealed over enobscot Bay.
Then &s the passing craflt answered with whistle or bell tlie do: would dash
to the water's edge and bark at tiie passing vessel.

_One terribly stormy night, uhen the snow laden wind was cutting in
across the island, concern was bein; felt because the lanticus 1ail Loat
was several hours overdue. Tie Captaints wife nad called the light station
".5r husband speaks so often of your do; Guob"® she had said "Do you think
he might be able to hoar the boat's viistle?" Keeper Hamor let the dog
out into the storm but he returned shortlyr with a dejected air. He was
about to doze ofl in a dry corner when suddenly he raised up on his
naunches, his sars alerted and every muscle tense with expectation. He
et have heard the mall boat whiistle above the howling storm thou h the
others couldn?t, He barked to be let out and the Keeper and his wife
watched hin scramtle through the jreat driits on his way to the li:sht-
house bell. But the snow had drifted several feet hi;h around the siznal
and he could not reach the cord. Laking his way to the edge of the cliff,
wherc the wind wes sweeping the snow clear, he began barking furiously.
Keeper [lazor had followed the dog Into the storm. Soon, he, too, coul
hear the whistle of the mail boat and realized that if the doits bark
could be heard br the Captain, he would be ahle to pet his bearings in
spite of the storm. Sconsafter a period of vislent barking, there came
the answer out of the storm, three distant blasts of the nail bortts whistle,
signifiyin; thalt the Captain had heard the barking and was charting a safe
course to iioci:land. Twe nours later a grateful captaints wife called up
the jlamor's to cxpress her thanks to Spot. (D)

* o o R

HIS TRCURLES ALL LITTL: CHES

A lightkeesper at Great Duck Island on tlie coast of Laine had seventeen
children, and all vere well reared, mostly at this one station. (B)

o S
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ObL THING AFTWE ANOTIHER

& [irst requisite in the district lishthouse officer is the ability
bo neel emoryencies. Lighthouse work is full of then, / hurriesne cores
up the coast, and liktships ond buows are dragged from their stationy,
or tieir noorings aro parted and ther drift awav. In a severe winter,

a {ield ol ice uiovin; before a gale carriss buoys and structures witn it;
siiores are cub avsy; floods underuine thé chennel 1i hts; all nannor of
unexpected accidents oceur, both on lond and afloat. The si nals for
shipyping must be in place, and working; when anything _oes vwony it rust.
be made right at once. All this reguires unending vigilance and “nstant
resourcefiviness, This is why these nen nust be selected by a winnoring
srocess of trial and observation. (B)

L T )

A BlCS™ LICGHTSIIP [0V™S POSITICY - 1931

In 1931 AXBHOS! CHANLL Lightship was noved about one nile southoasterly
fron the position it had occupied for twenty-two years. Althouch a com =
paratively short voya e for a ship, the peculiar prominerce of 4 BiOSE in
the world of marine affairs, gained for this event some jublicity, as shown
by the followin; editoriel in a New York daily: “The / 'BROS! CUANI, L Light-
ship is to be moved a mile and one-ei nth te the southezst of her pregent
pogition ~ an event 8o extraordinary in the 1life of any lizhtship as to
earn for her a transitory prominence in the news. It is the whole business
of a lightship to stay in one place; she is the careful and conscious em=
bodiment of tenacity. A lizhiship is almost a srmbol of loneliness and
isolation, and yet the invisible links that bind her to the world's shipping
are so strongly intervioven that she cannot shift her rcorings for a few
fundreds of feet without its being felt many thous~nd miles avay. A pecu-
iiar interest has clung about thase lonely and inportant vessels ever since
the first lightship wes anchored in The Nore. Zvery passen-er in or out
of a ;reat port knows them and the tall white lettering on their rounded
topsides; they are the landfalls or the depsrtures for aillions of hopes
and menories; it is the businesz of the Statue of Liberty to issue the fore
mal welcome, but the real welcone is AUBiOSE, or FIii ISLAND or M.NTUCKET,
dipping endlessly in the endlese seas, tue symbolic representations of
endurance, of umvavering loyalty, of silent rellability, of devotion %o
the single task of staying put and staring alive, no nmatier what ho.cens.”™ (B)

#* 3% 3

DETOUR LIGHT STATION - 1931

The building of the station at Detour in 1931 was the result of a con=
fererce Geonrge 1. Putnam, Chief of the Lightiouse Burezu had at Detroit
with marine representatives who vere asking that a lightship be placed at
the north end of Lake ifjuron, betber to juide the immense Lake Superior
traffic passing in and oui of the Sit. lary's liver, He proposed instead
a2 lighthouse built on the submerged reefl, close to the edge of the channel.
'his station was built and has roved uost valuable to shipping, it is
nore relial):le and less expensive to maintain than a lightship would have
been. (B
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JERCGER OF STEALBOAT NSPTCTION 5 .KVICKH AND BUREAU OF NAVIGATION - 1932

-+ 0n June 30, 1932, the Steaxmbost Inspection Service and the Bureau of
Navigation of the Departient of Conciorce, which enforced the laws relating
to the hiring, disciarge, and conduct of seamen, were consclidoted as the
Bureau of Havigation and Steamboat Inspection. Following the loss of the
MORRO CASTIE in 193L, the entire organization vas set up under revised re-
gulations. A technical staff with the duty of passing on vlans and gpecifi-
cations for passenger vessels was created in 1936, and ot the saue time the
gane of t}(xe)ﬁurea-: was changed Yo "Bureau of lerine Inspection and Naviga-

lone" G

3 3 3 % %

DILUOND SHOAL LIGHTSHIT SURVIVES IURRICAE - 1933

The center of the September 15, 1933, hurrlicane touched the Atlantic
coast at Cape jlatteras, and then recurved out into the Atlantiec, tihus
passing just ineide of, and around the Diamond Shoal lightship station;
this unusual movement of the storm subjected the vessel to weather condi-
tions of a violemce probably seldom if ever experienced by a lizhtship.
DIAVOND SHOAL Lightship was the lergest in the Lighthouse Service, and is
one of the most modern. That the vessel survived this stom testifies
both %o the ;0od seamanship with which she was handled and %o the
staunchness of the vessel. (B)

#* % %

WRECK OF THE BOHVITAN ~ 186k

It was on the morning of February twenty~third, 1ggL, during a severe
storm, that the people of Portland were greatly startled on hearing the
news of the wreck of the BOHELIAN on Alden Rock. The BOHM.IAN was one of
the llontreal Ocean Line that run between Liverpool and Portland, and was
under the comnand of Captain Bolan, She was a Clyde«built iron-sciew
steamer and nas only five years old at the tins,.

She sailed freom Liverpool on the fourth day of February with two
mndred and eizhteen passengers and a crew consisting of nearly one hundred
able scamon., She had met severe weabher on her assagze and had not arrived
on schedule. On the nicht of February twenty-second she was in a thick fog,
feelin; her way alon; slowly, for the Captain mew by the time he had run
that he was slowly nearing the entrance to Portland Harbor. It was about
eight o'clock in the evening, as they were steaming along through heavy
seag, that the steaner struck sone submerged object just as the bow watch
was being changed. Knowing the position of his vessel, the llaster at once

xclaimed, "It's Alden's Rocks™ He ordered her full speed shead, and headed
her for the Cape shore,

fis she began to sink lower and lower in the water, Capbain Bolan ordered
the lifeboats lowered. There were six lifeboats that were considered capable
of holding sixty=-five persons eachs, All reached the shore in safety except
Ho. 2 boal which was gwampsd while being lzunched. Owing to this mishap,
over forty people were dumpe@ into the ses and lost. Anong those who were
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fortunate in escapins was a little Trish boy wino was on this way to the
gtates to make his fortuns. Thet boy was John E. Fitagerald, later to
becone Maror of Boston.,  (K)

*o¥ % o3t %

SINKING OF IANTUCKI.T LIGHTSHIP - 193L4

The sinking of N/NTUCKET Iishbshiy by a transatlantic liner in 1934
pointed out, with a sternly deouatic finger, the perils of the 1i:htships.
There wrs one reassurin;: side to the tragedy. It insressed on all mariners
facts which should o far toward Jreventing a similar sccident,

L couwnitiee was a;pointed to study “he circuistances and T was designat—
ed as a uember. The testimony both - of ke lightship survivors and of the
CLY.v1C's oilicers was vivid and full of pathos. A lightshiy had been s%ta-
tioned off the Hantucket Sihoals, in the transatlantic lane, sinee 10543 no
record was found thzt the vessel on this station had been damzjed by col=
dision before this year 193Li. Some detalls of the accident were not cleared
up, Iut the principal causes were plain enough. Mavigators had fallen
into a practic: of passing li:htships too closely. And an es,,ecially hazard-
ous practice had also been followed all toc sften, when the weather was thick,
of steerin; directly for a lightship until its fo; horn was heard, before
alterin; the cowrse to pass clear. Some news writers at the tire reforred
to navigation "riding the bean® aviator style, and to the radio bearing as
having been "too accurate," There was nothing to tiis pair of ‘surnises.

A radio beacon does not, like the radio-range of the airways, send out its
signals in a beaa, but broadcasts them equally in 2ll directions. And of
course a bearing for use in navijation cannot be "too zccurate.” The simple
facts, as the evidence disclosed them, were that the collision would not
have occurred had it not been foi the unfortunate practices nmentioned. The
responsibility in this case was acknowled;ed; the li;hiship was paid for;
and in so far 2s neney could serve to atone, compensation was rendered for
the personal damages suffered. (B)

* % a3 A

HE COULDNIT SAVE EVTRYTIIONG - 1935

Keeper Fred Bohu of Duxbury Pier Lizht, Plywouth Harbor, lass. s tells of
hearing terrified screaus one night in 1935 when the wind was blowing a
fifty nmile zale. lle ran out on deck and saw a wonman trying to swin toward
the 1izht from an overturned boat. Bohua launched his boat and rowed toward
her but before he could reach her she liad gone dovm, caugiitt in the devil-
Tail seaweed that the place wrs full of., Bohm threw off his clothes and
Jumped over after her, then swan and iaded into shallow water with the un-
consciows [irl in his arms. Gebbing her into the 1i_hthouse, he noticed
her bathin; suit was jone, but as si was in a bad way and did not respond
To first aid, he vworked on her four hours before she ;ained consciousness.

Her first words were Miere are my clothes?®

"¥our clothes?? Bohn retorted, "Why 211 I could save was your lifelt (D)



LICHUTHOUS!. KEEPING A FULL TILM JOB - 1936

"People have hagy ideas as to what a liphtkeeper has to do, and fanci-
ful notions 2s to how one in such a josition may spend lils tine," says Georpe
R. Putnan in "Sentinels of the Coast."™ "I have more than once been apunaled
to, halfl jocularly, lor s lijhtkecper's job, b a {riend wvho expects thus
to be able tn lead a neditative life.” Dr, Tinstoin was thinkin; alon;: these
lines when he srid in 1936: "I notice how the 'onotony of a quiet life sti-
aulates tiie creestive mind. Certain calling in our modern organization en-
tail such an isolated life. I think of such occupations as the service in
the 1i_hthouses. iould it not te possible to fill such places with young
people wio vish to think out problens?® The suggestion is interesting;, and
there would be days at the isolated stations when the surroundings would _
be favorable - provided the 1i_ htlecpers were not too busy, or teoo thorough~
1y tired from their regular duties and upkeep work. And from the accounts
which I have related of the energency denands on the keepers, it can be
seen how any contenplative progran would at times suffer rude interruption." (B)

3 W % e

LXPOSLD LIGHTSHIFS HAVE POOPLLLING POLER - 1937

In 1937 the United States had thirteen lightships anchored in the open
sea, in locations exposed to tre full fury of hurricanes and nertlieasters
on the Atlantic side, or northwest snorters on the Pacific side. There are
few other such aids in the world in nositions of equal difficulty. It is
because of this, and to secure reliability in the signals, and safety for
the crews, thot exposed lichtships here are provided with propelling power
whereas in other countries they are often floating supports for the signals,
without power to move themselves. liost of our outside lightships are off
the Atlantic coast; in contrast with this, on the op:osite side of the
Atlantic, no li;htship is stationed off the west coasts of ecither Europe
o ‘Afrien, (B)

3# & 2 9t 3

NAZI AUAGAIISDTT S/ABCTEURS i IN CUSTODY I 1939

Through the registration of their motorboat "LEKELAY in 1939, the
Motorboat Registration and Navization Fines Section of the Coast Guardfs
Third District (New York) was instrumental in detecting the eight Nazi
saboteurs who were executed on Aujust U, 19h42. Paul G. Schwarz, who sold
the "L ITLA® to eight Germans whon he met at tlie German Colisul's Office,
reported to this unit in lNovember, 1939, that the men had left with the
“LEKBLA," on which he held a {600 mortpgasze. The Coast Guard office, al- -
though it had no authority in the matter of the mortga2.s; suspccted Nasi
activity. A Cerman tanker was reported loiterin; in Florida waters at
the tine and it wvas supposed the "LEKEIA" might be headed south to join
it. The alarm was broadcast, !eanvhile the Coast Guard's jlew York Office
had found 2 violation, in records outstandin;, against the boat for having
no whistle or bell. “hen the "LEKLLA" {inally arrived in Tilmington, N. Co
the Customs notified the Coast Guard who held the boat, at the risi: of being
sued. The U. S. Attorne in North Carolina was contacted to have a bond
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sosted so the men could get off the boat. Kach of the five men willingly
wosted $500 dollars and still had nore money. The boat- was detained for
zbout one week under bond. Ifeamviiile the German tanker in Florida waters
evidently could not wait and disappeared. The WLEKELA's" movenents were
watehed. In Florids she was sold to residents of Connecticut and later
was enrolled in the Third Yaval Distxéct's Coast Cuard iuxiliary. The
Hazis who had madc the trip vere Xurt Grabm; John Kerling, alias Edward
Kelly; Richard Guelle; Louis Geroge Dedelj Paul Schroeder; F. . Doell;
Herman Neubauer; Frans Cappiletii; Joseph Nussbzumj Richard Keinzj liane
KBSbungu -

Nothing more was heard of these Germans until June 13, 1942, when some
of then were amon;; those detected while landing from a German submarine
at Amagansett Long Island by John G. Culler, Seaman 2/c, USCG. Others
had landed near Jacksonville, Florida, A1% brought sabotage equipment
and plans fron Germany, where they had meanwhile attended the Saboteurs:?
school. (L)

# 3% % ¥ *

BUREAU OF UARINE DIGPDCTICY ALD LAVIGALION TO COAST GUAKD ~ 1946

'Hth the succession in 1942 of the Coast Guard to duties of the
Board of Supersiving Inspectors and the Secretary of Commerce with
respect to inspection and navigation laws, there were established at
Coast Guard lleadquarters three divisions knovn as the lerchant Vessel
Inspection Division, the j‘erchant .arine Technical Division, and the
llerchant Vessel Persannel Division, as well as a llerchant [larine
Council Section in the office of ijerchant larine Safety, which advised
on problens of the merchant marihe invelving the Coast Guard and reviewed
proposed merciant narine regulations. The office of loczl inspector was
abolished, and each district had a marine inspection officer who assisted
in the direction of vessel inspection, licensin:, and certificating, in-
vestigation of casualties, and other merchant marine regulatery activitiss,
fle was also in charge of the numberiny of wmotorboats and the handling of
violations of the navigation laws. On July 16, 1946, the tenporary
transfer becane permanent. (C)

W # R T

A LIGHTICUS. CLIDES INTC ThE SkA - 1946

Scotch Cap Lighthouse, wiich slid into the sea in a tidal wave and
earthquake on April 1, 1946, with the loss of all hands (five nersons)
was one of the two mest renote 1li:ht stations in Alaska pvarding the
Unimak Pass leading L{rom the racific into Nering Seca. The other of
these stations, Cape Sarichel, is now the only manned lighthouse on the
shores of Dering SYea, and is the most isolated station in our fervice.
In the 1930's, Lee Harpole, assistant leeper at Cape Sarichef, went
alone and on foot to visit iis nearest neighbors, the lipghtlieepers at
Scotch Cap, sevenbeen miles away. There was no road, and not even a
well=defined trail. On the way, he came to a swift flowing {lacial
strean. He removed his nether garments to vade the stream, and making
then into = bundle he attempted to throw them across to the other bank,
so he could better take care of himself in the streng; current. IHis aim
was chort however; his clothing; fell into the water, and was quickly
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carcied away. Albhoush there 1ag snow on the rround ; he continued his
hike for four miles, in bare fect. clad only in a shirt and cap; la
thought it a"good Joke on himself. (B)

td
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._ ; AIDS TICRIL.SED - STAFF DPCLS)D

"Ly own experience in the reorzanization and operstion of the Light-
house Service," says George i, 'utnam in “Sentinel of the Coasts" M"was
all on the side of deocentralization in administration so far as reason-
ably practicable, and I lool: with satisfaction on the fact that at the
end of my quarter centur;” us Commissicner, the number of officers and
employees in the ‘ashington office was forty as compared with fitty~Lfour
at the beg;iming of my term, althougzh the total nusber of 1ibthouses,
lightships and buoye ~ comionly gsrouped under the term aids to naviza-
tlon - had increased in tlds pericd by one hundred per cent (Irom
twelve thousand bto trenty-four Lhousand).*®  (B)
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