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ORGANIZATION

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

(In Conformity to Act of Congress approved June 18, 1878.)

SuMNER I. KiMBALL, General Superintendent.
- WiLL1iaM D. O’CONNOR, Assistant General Superintendent.

Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue Marine, Inspector of Life-
S8aving Stations.

Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN, United States Revenue) SBuperintendents of Con-
Marine, struction of Life-Sav-

Capt. GEORGE W. MOORE, United States Revenue Marine, ] ing Stations.
ASSISTANT INSPECTORS.

First District.—Capt, FRANK BARR, United States Revenue Marine, Portland,
Maine.

Second District.—Capt. JorN C. MITCHELL, United States Revenue Marine, Boston,
Massachusetts.

Third District.—Lieut. CHARLES F. SHOEMAKER. United States Revenue Marine,
Centre Moriches, New York.

Fourth District.—Lieut. CHARLES II. MCLELLAN, United States Revenue Marine,
Tow’s River, New Jersey.

Fifth District.—Lieut. WiLLIAM 8. BALDWIN, United States Revenue Marine, Onan-
cock, Virginia.

Sixth District.—Lieut. EDMOND C. CHAYTOR, United States Revenue Marine, Nor-
folk, Virginia,

Serenth Distriot.— * * *

Eighth District.—Capt. HENRY T. BLAKE, United States Revenune Marine, Galveston,
Texas.
Ninth District.—For Lake Ontario: Capt. DaviDp C. CONSTABLE, United States Rev.

enue Marine, Oswego, New York.
ForLakeErie : Capt. DaANIEL B. HopGSDON,United States Revenue
Marine, Erie, Pennsylvania.

Tenth District.—Capt. SAMUEL 8. WARNER, United States Revenue Marine, Detroit,
Michigan.

Eleventh District.—Lieut. JAMES H. ROGERS, United States Revenue Marine,Chicago,
Illinois.

Twelfth District.—Capt. JOAN W. WHITE, United States Revenue Marine, East Oak-
land, California.

Lieut. THOMAS D. WALKER, United States Rovenue Marine, on special duty, Wash-
ington, D. C. 5



6 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

ORGANIZATION OF THE LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS.

First District. —JoHN M. RICHARDSON, Portland, Maine.

Second Distr.ct.—BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, East Orleans, Massachusetts.
Third District. —ARTHUR DoMINY, Bay Shore, Long Island, New York.
Fourth District. —JOHN G. W. HAVENS, Point Pleasaut, New Jersey.
Fifth District.—BENJAMIN 8. RicH, Onancock, Virginia.

Sixth District.—THOMAS J. POYNER, Poplar Brauch, North Carolina.
Seventh District.—FRANK W. 85aM8, New Smyrua, Florida.

Eighth District.—WiLLIAM A. HUTCHINGS, Galveston, Texas.

Ninth District.—DAvIiD P. DoBsINs, Buttalo, New York.

Tenth District.—JEROME G. Kian, Saud Beach, Michigan.

Eleventh District. —NATHANIEL RoBBINS, Grand laven, Michigan.
Twelfth District.—THOMAS J. BLAKENEY, San Fraucisco, California.

ASSISTANT DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT.
Third District. —JouN WATERS, Newport, Rhode Island.
BOARD ON LIFE-S8AVING APPLIANCES.

Capt. FRANK R. BaBY, New York City, President.

Capt. JAMES H. MERRYMAN Ubited States Revenue Marine, Inspector Life-Saving
Stations.

Capt. DAVID A. LYLE, Ordnance Department, United States Army.

Lieat. THOMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue Marine, Assistant Inspector Life-
Saving Stations, Recorder.

BENJAMIN C. 8PARROW, Esq., Superintendent Second District, Life-Saving Service.

Davip P. DoBBINS, Esq., Superintendent Ninth District, Life-Saving Service.



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washington, D. C., November 27, 1886.

SiR : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tious of the Life-Saving Service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1886,
and of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for the maintenance
of the Service for that period, in accordance with the requirements of
section 7 of the act of June 18, 1873.

A compilation of the statistics of wrecks and casualties which have
occurred on or near the coasts and on the rivers of the United States,
and to American vessels at sea or on the coasts of foreign countries,
collected under authority of the act of June 20, 1874, is included.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
SUMNER I. KIMBALL,

General Superintendent.
Hon. DANIEL MANNING,

Becretary of the Treasury.
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REPORT

OF THE

UNITED STATES LIFESAVING SERVICE.

OPERATIONS.

The Life-Saving Establishment embraced at the close of the last fiscal
year two hundred and eleven stations, distributed upon the sea and lake
coasts as follows:

First District, (coast of Maine and New Hampshire) ... ..cceeveeeeninaanaaoe. 8
Second District, (coast of Massachngetts) ..o ieeieeiiieneiienetiiiaeicencenen 18
Third District, (coast of Rhode Island and Long Island)..cceeceeueeveanancanne. 38
Fourth District, (coast of NeW JOrsey) .ccceeceeceeiemces comanecaccenccccnconce 41
Fifth District, (coast from Capo Henlopen to Cape Charles) ccc.ccvenevanannn... 15
Sixth District, (coast from Cape Ilenry to Cape Fear River) .......... et seas sese 27

Seventh District, (eastern coast of Florida and coast of Georgia and South Caro-
£ R 12
Eighth District, (Gulf coust) ...cceevaean..... Jeeeceeccececcacccaceccnscnanannn 6
Ninth District, (Lakes Erie and Ontario) «.cc.c.eceeeeiiminiienniacanaaiiia, 10
Tenth District, (Lakes Huron and Superior) ..c.e.ceceececeeeneciciaececcanaana. 1R
Eleventh District, (Lake Michigan).....cccceeeaaaaae.. tecccccaconscnnncs cocan 16
Twelfth District, (Pacific CoaSt) ccaame iaeee e e iiieeeteeiaiieeaaaacan. 7
] 211

One hundred and sixty-five of these stations were on the Atlantic,
thirty-eight on the lakes, seven on the Pacific, and one at the Falls of
the Ohio, Louisville, Kentucky.

The periods of the employment of surfmen at such of the stations as
were manned with crews during any portion of the year, which periods,
respectively, constituted what is termed the active season, are shown
by the following statement:

Employment of surfmen, season of 1885-'86.

Stations. Period of employment.

Diatrict.

1 | Quoddy Head, Cross Tsland, Crumple Isl- | 6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1885,
and, Cranberry Isles, White Head. Hun- to November 30, 1835, inclusive, and 7 at each
niwell's Beach, Fletcher's Neck, and Rye from December 1, 1885, to April 30, 1886, inclu-
Beach. sive.

2 | Plum Island, Davis Neck, Fonrth Cliff, [ 6 aurfmen at each station from September 1, 1885,
Gurnet, Manomet Point. Race Point, to November 30, 1885, inclnaive, and 7 at each
Peaked Hill Baia. High Head, "ighlnml. from December 1, 1885, to April 30, 1886, inclu.

| Parmet River,Caboon’s Rollow, Nausett, | sive.
Orleans, Chatham, Monomoy. Coskata, |

} Surfside, and Muskeget. i

11

M, |
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Employment of surfmen, scason of 1~85-"3G—Continued.

District.

Stations.

‘Santa Rosa ..........

Brenton's Point, Narragansett Pier, 1'oint
Judith, Watch Hill, New Shorebam,
Block Island, Ditch Plain, Hither Plain,
Napeague, Amagansett, Mecox, South-
ampton, Tiana, Quogue, Petunk, Mor-
iches, Smith's Point, Beliport Blue Point,
Lone Iill, Puint of Woods, Fire Ialand,
Oak Island, Gilgo, Jones's Beach, Zach's
Inlet, Short Beach, Point Lookout, Long
Beach, Far Rockaway, Rockaway, Rock-
away Point, and Eaton’s Neck.

Forge River.......cooeeennn... ceeemeeaaes

Coney Island ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn. i

Shinnecock .......covveiviiienannaa. PO
Georgica..... Ceemeeeeiaeiieeaes PO

Sandy Hook, Spermaceti Cove, Seabright,
Monmoutl, Beach, Loug Branch, Deal,
Shark River, Spring Lake, Squan Reach,
Bay Ilead, Mantoloking, Chadwick’s,
Tom's River, Ixland Beach, Cadar Creck,
Forked River, Barnegat, Lovoeladies Isl-
and Harvey'sCedars, Ship Bottom, Long
Beach, Bond's. Little Esy. Little Beach,
Brigantine, South Brigantine, Atlantic

Period of employment.
|
1

6 surfruen at each station from September 1, 1885,
to November 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each
from Decomber 1, 1885, to April 30, 1886, inclu-
sive.

6 surfmen from Septomber 8, 1885, to November
30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 from December 1, 1885,
to April 30, 1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen from September 15, 1885, to November
30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 from December 1, 1885,

t to April 30, 1886, inclusive.

i 8 surfmen from September 23,1885, to November
30, 185, inelusive, and 7 from December 1, 1883,to
April 30, 1886, inclusive.

i 6 surfmen from September 25, 1885, to November

' 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 from December 1, 1885,

| to April 40, 1886, inclusive.

| 8 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1885,

to November 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each

from December 1, 1885 to April 30,1886, inclu-
sive.

City, Absecom, Great Egg. Ocean City, |

Peck's Beach, Corson's lnlet, Sea Islo
City, Townscnd's Inlet, Tatham's, Here-
ford Inlet, Holly Beach, Turtle Gut,
Cold Spring, an | Cape May.

Lewes. Cape llenlopen. Rehoboth Beach,
Indiun River Iulet, Ocean City, North
Beach, Green Run Inlet, Pope's Island,
Assateague Beach. Wollop's Beach,
Watchapreazuoe. Parramore’s Beach, Hog
Island, Cobb's Island, and Swith's Isl.

and.
Cape Henry, Seatack, Dam Neck Mills,
ittle Island, False Cape, Wash Woads,
Cunitnck Inlet, Whale's Head, Poyner's
Hill, Caffey’s Inlet, Paul Gawiel's Hill,
Kitty flawk, Kill Devil Hills, Nag's
Head, Bodie's Island, Uregon Inlet, Pea
Island, New Inlet. Chicamicomico, Gull
Shoal, Little Kinnakect, Big Kinnakeet,
Cape Hatteras, Creed's Hill, Durant's,
Ocracoke, and Cape Fear.
San Luis......... R

Saluria, Aransas, and Brazos........ P

Big Sandy ..... Ceeeeeeeenaa.
Salmon Creek®........c....... ceerreeeenan.
O8BWeE0 . e veeineiniannnnnns cererenaeeas
Charlotte .cocceveenennennnnns creeeenteeeans

6 suorfmen at each atation from September 1, 1885,
to November 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each
from Docember 1, 1885, to A pril 30, 1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from September 1, 1885,
to Novembor 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each
from December 1, 1885, to April 30, 1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen from September 1, 1885, to November 30,
1885. inclusive ; 7 from December 1, 1885, to Jan-
uury 6, 1880, inclusive, and 6 from January 7, 1886,
to April 30, 1856, inclasive.

6 au fmen at each atation from September 1, 1885,
to November 30, 1885, inclusive ; 7 at each from
December 1, 1885, to January 31, 1886, inclusive,
and 6 at each from February 1, 1856, to April 30,
1886, inclusive,

6 mlnrfr'non from March 1, 1886, to April 30, 1886, in-
clurlive,

7 sarfmen from July 1, 1885, to December 8, 1885,
fuclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1636, to June 30,
1884, inclusive.

7 surfmen from July 1, 1825, to December 8, 1885,
inclusive,

7 suifmen from Jalv 1, 1885, to December 7, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1886, to June 80,
1884, inclusive.

1 surfman from July 1, 1885, to December 7, 1885,
inclusive, and 2 from April 1, 1€86, to June 30,
18386, inclusive.

* Destroyed by fire March 27, 1836,
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Employment of surfmen, season of 1835-'86—Continued.

Subject.

District.

| Period of gmployment.

Erie ...... eeeceetcceiereesetncanscneianann

Fairport and Cleveland

Point Marblehead

Loulsville........... o esesecasiianteaarians

10 | Sand Beach and Middle Island

Point aux Barques, Grindstoue City, Stur-
goon Point, and Hammond's Bay.

Thunder Bay Island

Vermillion Point, Two Heart River, and
Mauskallonge Lake.

1

Point Betsy..... eieerecsicccecsenann creeenn

Manistee, Grand Point au Sable, Muskggon,
Saint Josepb, Kenosha, Racine, Sutboy-
gan, and Two Rivers.

Ludington, Grand Haven, Chicago, and
Milwaukee.

Evanston

12 | Shoalwater Bay
Cape Disappointment

Humboldt Bay and Golden Gate Park

l

7 surfmen from July 1, 1885, to December 9, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1886, to June 30,
1886, inclusive.

7 surtmen from July 1, 1885, to December 10, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1836, to June 30,
1886, inclusive.

7 surfiven at each atation from July 1, 1885, to De-
cember 11, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 1, 1886, to Jnne 30, 1#50, inclusive,

7 surfmen trom July 1, 1585, to December 12, 1885,
inclusive,and 7 from April 1, 1886, to June 30,
1880, inclusive.

6 surfmen trom July 1, 1885, to June 30, 1386, in-
clusive.

8 surfruen at each atation from July 1, 1855, to De-
cember 10, 1885, inclusive, avd 8 at each from
April 1, 1886, to June 30, 1586, inclusive.

7 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1885, to De-
cember 10, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 1, 1486, to June 30, 1886, incluaive.

7 sutfmen from july 1, 1885, to December 14, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 1, 1556, to June 30,
18386, inclasive.

8 surfmen from July 1, 1R85, to December 11, 1885,
inclusive, and 8 froma April 1, 1586, to June 30,
1886, inclasive.

7 surfmen at each station from Jaly 1, 1885, to No-
vember 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 27, 1686, to June 30, 1888, inclusive.

7 surfen from July 1, 1885, to November 30, 1885,
1clunive, snd 7 from April 28,1886, to June 30,
1886, inclusive.

8 surfmen from July 1,1885, to December 2, 1885,
incluaive, and 8 from April 29, 1886, to June 3v,
1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen from July 1. 1885, to November 30, 1885,
inclusive, and 7 from April 23, 1886, to June 30,
1886, inclusive.

{ 7 surfmen from July 1, 1885, to November 30, 1885,

inclusive, and 7 from April 5, 1886, to June 30,

| 1386, inclusive.

' 7 surfroen at each station from July 1, 1885, to
November 30, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at cach from
April 1, 1836, to Juno 30, 1886, inclusive.

7 surfmen at each station from July 1, 1885, to De-
cember 16, 1885, inclusive, and 7 at each from
April 1, 1884, to Juno 30, 1886, inclusive.

- 7 sarfmen from July 1, 1885, to November 30, 1885,
inclusive, and 6 from April 1, 1886, o June 30,
1886, inclusive.

6 surfmen from November 1, 1885, to June 30, 1886,
inclusive.

8 surfinen from August 10, 1885, to April 30, 1886,
inclusive.

6 surfmen at each station from Jaly 1, 1835, to
June 30, 1886, inclasive.

District No. 7 is excluded from the foregoing statement, no crews hav

ing been employed in its stations, w

hich, with two exceptions, are simply

well-provisioned houses of refuge for the shipwrecked, under the charge

of keepers only, as has been explained in previous reports.

exceptions are those at Morris Islan

The two
d, South Carolina, and Jupiter Inlet,

Florida, which were completed during the year but not manned until

after its expiration.
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STATISTICS.

There were, according to the reports bt the district officers, three hun-
dred and twenty-two disasters to documented vessels within the scope
of the Service during the year. On board these vessels were two thou-
sand seven hundred and tweunty-six persons; of whom two thousand six
hundred and ninety-nine were saved and twenty-seven lost.

The estimated value of the vessels involved in the disasters was
84,428,330, and that of their cargoes 82,073,805, making the total value
of property involved $6,502,135. Of this amount, $5,073,078 was saved,
and $1,429,057 lost. The number of vessels totally lost was eighty-
eight.

In addition to the foregoing there were during the year one hundred
and- forty-five casualties to smailer craft, such as sail-boats, row-boats,
&c., on which there were three hundred and forty-eight persons, of
whom three hundred and forty-six were saved and two lost. The
property involved in these instances is estimated at $111,420, of which
398,250 was saved and $13,170 lost.

The results of all the disasters within the scope of the Service aggre-
gate, therefore, as follows:

Total number of disasters........... Ceeeeeteeeccscsecasesetoncenannenas 467
Total value of property involved.......cceeean-.. Ceeccececaaneaaan e ... $6,613,555
Total valuo of property saved........... Ceeceerieeentcnet et ea s .. $5,171,328
Total value of property lost ceeeen cemmaniaeee et 81, 442,227
Total number of personsinvolved.......c.cceeueeamnnana.. teemesceencann 3,074
Total number of persons saved .cceeeiiieiiiiiimiatiiieeitnicneeann.. 3,045
‘Total numbor of persons lost ........ P 29
Total number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .............. *207
Total number of days’ succor afforded ....... ... ...l 12, 000
Number of vessels totally 108t .c.c oo iiit it iimit i, =3

The apportionment of the foregoing statistics to the Atlantic, Lake,
and Pacific coasts, respectively, is shown in the following table:

-i

l

|
|
I

- - - -
! ! ' 3 g z s - .
£l ! 2 FoOlF B E O ozs3 i
‘ ! Pt z F r 2 f Zg &= T2
3 . . i B = | £ g £ &£ T8 P
g 2 1 % 0 2 2 3 e & : EiS= =Z
2 F} ! 3 | & a a & A %3 . z8
- o | £ I 2 - N az 29 ko
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- > ! < <3 °3 l s og 3 ;B2 98 Z°
R D T - <2 | %% <C& cg 2z 22 5y
3 . [ Sz | EX °Q S35£E ¢35 22
2 Z g z e zz g =3 2 xsl; =2
= = t = { > o \E g Pag E“' ==
5 - g g ! 5 SE|Bg (3
2. g | < & < @ s 2 '=2! 29 a3
a - | 13 t 3 | 3 “gnlﬂ 3..
- = hot - - _ = - 22 13
g 32 1 £ &8 | ¢ : |3 i EZS (¥
5 > | 3 | 3 ° K] |18 2 58 2 |33
& = | = | B M = 1 = 4% a8
i |

Atlantio and ' ! ! | |
Gulf consts .! ""IR#! 0390, 375 $1, 671, 955 84, 711, 330 £3, 466, 803 $1, 244, 527 1, 8701, R45 25 708/ 1,873 77
Lake coastat. . | 161; 1,237,370, 3R8, 280 1, 625, 650 1, 466, 070, 159, 550 1, 091 3, oﬁ-n 4 9 121 11
Pacific coast .. 8, m 0.5! 20,900 276,575 238, 4» 38,120 113 113 5 6 ...
Total...., 407 4, b"J 420 2,090,135 6,613,555 5,171, J’ﬁ 1, 40" 227 3,074 3, 015l 29 80: 2 000, 88

|

. lnclmhnx 1.’>I pemna—nut on vmuwln in tables. T
t Inclnding 241 days’ succor 10 persons not on vessels in tables.
¢ Including tho river stadion ut Lonisville Kentucky.
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The apportionment to the several districts is as follows:

First District.
Number of disasters........ccciiemeeiiemeannna... cecesccnns csceccecace
Value of vessels....ceceeeiieneiiieeiicacirecnaecanes vecese teeeeeeene
Value of Cargoes.. .cc. ceeeeeenceeroenncacueroncaceccceceoccccncaanas
Total value of property.......cceeeiuiiiieeetoiiioniraeieecanes cecees
Number of persons on board vessels.. ....c.coceeieeieatioactianaannn. .
Number of persons saved.......ccoeeeieeniicnceseiceeaaccntrencenana.
Number of persons 108t. . c.oe iiie ittt i cececacaccaerennen
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.....cc.eeceeoneeann.
Number of days’succor afforded.......cceeneemiiiiaeacetaecnncennnn.
Value of property saved....coi.oeeeeiceeeniectaaenanns teenceceeenane
Value of property 108t .c.cce cveeereneeeeieemeercaceeommannceann ceene
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.......ccccececeannan.

Seoond District.
Number of disasters. .....c.ceeeeiiiii it iicatrianeceteacecanaeannn
Value of vessels. .......cunuiin i iiiieitiiiiceicacaeeacaaaae.
Value of cargoes. .. ... ceceniine e iicieeicctaaeat saaeanan
Total value of Property ........c.oceiiieeiiiiiiiieoecetocacaeannan.
Number of persons on board vessels.......ccc.vieeiacinieacanannennnn
Number of persons saved .......ooeen ot ittt iiiiii e aaeeaaa.
Number of persons 108t . ... et oo iiait e ceeeenanaeaaanan
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations............cc......
Number of days’ succor afforded........ooieiiiniiiiiiiiii it e
Value of property saved. ... ceeen ciiniiiitiiecceeoneneiacenscanennen
Valne of property 1o8t. ....ceoeeaeiiieet iiieii e iiieiieeeeanaen
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels......... tecacvesceane

Third District.
Number of disasters. ... ee tane iint it taitiietteaccaencee canaan
Value of vessels. ...oo. et it iiaceitiacer e rannae
Value of CArgoe8.eeans ciuen imaer teiaen teenee caee ceeesnanananennnns .
Total value of ProPerty . coc.e oot iieaee ciaeet ioaecenenncncesneenencnne
Number of persons on LOArd vessel8. .. oo veeennioeamnereeereaneennann
Number of persons saved..... ..o it ieeniiiiiiitiiitiaieceeaannnanas
Number of persons 1ost ... ..ot iiiee it iiiet cieeeiiectineenannn
Number of shipwrocked persons succored at stations.....ceceeveeeee caus
Number of days’ succor afforded. ooeee voememiimncinn coceieciaieaiaan.
YValue of property 8aved. .ooeee ieeeiieieiiii it ci e iaaaecaan .o
Value of Property 108t. ..cuee vie et ioe it iiiieceeeeeeneciee cnenannnn
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels

......................

Fourth Diatrict.

Value of vessels. ........coieiiitiiiiiiiitiiiiiiitieeieeoecnnnn caeee
Value of CArgoes . couu. i ittt it ciieit ciecae teeeet cenens seenanan
Total value of Property. ... ..cccerieeoneiiniiieiaaeeeecaeencncnnncas .
Number of persons on board Vessels. ... .cccee ccaccemnieeunienncnnncans
Number of persons saved........... e teccecmeaiiciceecenceane ceemecnne
Number of persons 108t .. ... .cooniiiiie i iiiee i iacaanan coeene

Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations........c.ccouee.oc..
Number of days’ succor afforded. ....ce.eecus voneer oeececaenracaneannn
Value of property saved. .. .......cceoieiitiaeeeriemaneniicesenccananns
Value of property 108t. ...... .cccveiemeee cocannvonacecnnnns cecene tonnan
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels................. ceeee

15

£163, 360
$37,955
$201,315
271

270

40

$173, 650
$27,665

54
$373,470
$204, 305
8577, 775

10

144

339
$203, 285
$374, 490
18

67

$1, 105, 040
$940, 745
$2,045,785
443

431

12

94

359
$1,708, 313
$337,472
21
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Fifth District.

Number of diBa8terB....ccccceee recacececaceacane sancascnneecocecncans
Value of ve886l8.......cceue et raceaaaeiaeeneecenacaneccencocacanen

Value Of COMZ0e8 e enn cameiiieatciieieccaeccece canccerancesaannneanns )

Total value of Property coc. coeeen coiiitiemeetveccnscaaneccnnncennanaan
Number of persons on board vessels.......cc.eeeeicaceeiacncnnnaannanns
Number of Persons 88ved..ceeu. covmee it ccienennaaeeanasacnncacnnnnnes
Number of person8 108t .... cceeieitiiieiien it iacacaacanaaannean
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.......ccceeeaun....
Number of days’ succor afforded .......cociicernimntiaceeanannnannnn
Value of property 8aved......cceeeeieeiioene et cacenncconannnnnnecanns
Value of property 108t ceee ceee voie ieeaeiaee ciee e caeeceaeaennnnanan
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels..... ¢ eecccceccacocnee

Sixth District.

Number of di8a8ter8.cceee coueetiiiitiicetiitciicoanecancceancnannnns
Value of vessels....c. oo it iiiaieiieiiiiiiaiiacaearenaaeencnananen
Value of CArgOoes «cuuveeeiiceee iieeatecieiiececacececaccannannan. oocee
Total value of Property ... .cccvceeeiet coeioreetaecaceccecacacaeannnn
Number of persons on board vessels............. ¢eececciececcaccacnanas
Number of Persons 88Ved «... cceceeceenieceeiatces caaeccaneacecnee vann
Number of persons 108t ... ceee ceee veenciieiiee it iiae e cieaevanaan,
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations........cccceu......
Number of days’ succor afforded .......cceevveenaeanaaa.. ececccancceans
Value of property 88ved .cceee veneeeieeecieraceiecccrecanceracnaneanas
Value of property 108t.... .counmeeeiiiaeiiiieitiiiciteicntanaccnann.
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels......................

Seventh District.

Number of di8asters. coeeee teeeceniieiateceeeteceicncertananeaneeacans
Valile of VeBELIS ceu ceee cien it iitceet ccaeteiciacone cne e cane cene
Valne of CArZOeB v uenvneene e ittt tetcet tecicecaiececeeeaanns
Total valueof Property...coceeveeeee it iiiitiaeceenacaaecnannnn ...
Number of persons on board vessels......ccceeeeereeeieieacaeranannnnnn
Number of persons saved ....c.cccvveeneennn. ieemcecescnerncscannencnne
Number of persons 108t .. ccce vame iiei oot iaii i ciiic e e e,
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations .........c.........
Number of days’ snccor afforded ......ceeeveeeoiiieiiiiiiniuniaiai...
Value of property 8aved .. .c.ccee e ceee e toemeatcieecnanaennneennnnn.
Value of property Jo8t.oeeee veeeee et ioiieieiiiiicncnennnnn [
Number of dieasters involving total loss of vessels..........c.coeu......

Eighth District.

Number of Qisasters.....c..uieiiiieamieiiiaeonitioecatonennnnnnnan
Value of vessels ... veean ittt iiiietiteiraaincacaen e
Value Of CATZ0€8 «.ceunieeaen teeeee ciieceiacee ceacas vavmnrcnnnaesnacnns
Total value of pProperty..ce.e ceeeeeieetioeiecaeiiaiencencanecennn.
Number of persons on board vessels..cce.vceeeiiieceeaeanraacncnnnnnn.
Number of Persons 8aVed v ccen vecuee cemennieeevenceeeenceeacoancenaas
Number of persons 108t .. .cn. oeo et iie it i it cieetiece veae eaee
Nnmber of shipwrecked persons succored at stations...........c.u......
Number of days’ succorafforded.........oveuuiieoiiianeinacannn... .
Value of property 8aved «c..cueeeerviaieriineniiiannn: canane ceveccncan
Value of property 1ost «......eeeeeieeeeeiiciiiaiet coranaceaeeennenaces
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ....... eevenn ecceccen .

37

$362, 800
$161, 430
$524, 230
287

2257
None

78

177
$415,235
$108,995
10

29

$509, 930
$104, 865
$614, 845
207

207
None

85

252
$508, 760
$106, 035
8

2
$16,200
$13,740
$29,940

10
$22,150
$3, 47
$25, 620

29

20
None

8

14
$17,020
$8, 600
P
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Ninth District.

Number of di8a8ters. ... coc oo iinin it i e e 74
Value of Ves8el8. . .cu.cuue e e oo ieaeat ceeeae e et e e s $484, 540
Value of CONZ0e8. .. oo uum e cae it it it it et ee e e $131,210
Total value of Property. ... . ..ccceoeeeioieititneeieeaeecaeeennanenns $615,750
Number of persons on board vessels....e. .cceeeoimnaeneinieniannnn.nn. 455
Number of persons 8aVed.. ... caceeonennneenaen teecen ceeeiananncnnn 454
Number of persons lost......... 0 eecececsattecoscccarasesnncnstronanea 1
Nuwmber of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 4
Number of days’ succor afforded...................... et 27
Value of property 8aved .c.cee ccecn oo cnemeeeaeen e ceen e eeneaannns $588, 490
Value of property 108t .. cococee o one oo e i eeiet ceeeaaenn $27, 260
Number of disasters involving total Joss of vessels............oeeeoeone. 4

Tenth Distriot.

Number of disasters.....coucuunn it ciet oo ciieaiaeiieceeiceceeaanan. 27
Value of Ye88el8 ... ... oo ittt eiceeataacceeaecaan e nenn $280, 490
Value of Carg0es. ... cceeveae e iuaecieeaaccacaccersancaconacescacennan $123, 360
Total value of Property...ccceeceeeciueanaecoeeaccnnsaaaas ceeeeeeaane $403, 850
Number of persons on board vessels .c...ceeee caeecineieacataaaaneaanan. 301
Number of personssaved.......ccccececceeuannn T 301
Number of persons 108t .. .. ..o oieeiememiinataaieeancnenecenenannan. None
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 11
Number of days’ succor afforded...... .. ...ooooiiiiiaiiiiaana... 11
Value of property 88ved ..ccee .cueueoomiacaet cocaaenaacs conecnaeanane. $376, 930
Value of property 108t. .. ... .couer oo iiie it caeeciaae caeccannannn $26, 920
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...................... 1

Eleventh District.

Number of disasters.........cccoveeennenan eccscessatesscacceconnnnsane 60
Value of ves8el8.. .c.. cooe cercce cancne cacecccacecaccnccacccccss anneonan $472,340
Value of Cargoes..coeeovueneecaneiiecceaceececacncrcncencacaeocaeanns $133,710
Total value of Property.... ccceeeuieeneceetaracrccnacecaececnancacens $606, 050
Number of persons on board vessels.............ococcaeamiaiioll 330
Number of Persons 88Ved ... .. .ceeeececaeeeenceeeencanocaceennns connnn 332
Number of persons lo8t.. ... ceeeeeeenancaeeceriecceecccaiciccciancaans 3
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 36
Number of days’ succor afforded.. ....ccecemeeeeencannn s eeesas sesacancas 45
YValue of property saved.....cccceec... eteereecetatacasantenane saesaoan $500, 650
Value of property 108t. .. .cc e caenommeammn i $105, 400
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels...........ccccc..eae. 6
Twelfth District.
Number of disasters.......cccevueieeimiarmmceceiieeeceanannnn ceeene 8
Value of VeB8el18.ccaee coaetcienecaae icecarcancacccncecececencannnns $246, 675
Value of CAIg0e8..c. cvuueeeneanremanenaeaceoaceasecanaeoocaceacesanea $29, 900
Total value of property......cocceeeceevencnnnan eeeccmcsetnnentccanan $276, 575
Number of persons on board vessels...... coovceeemeeoaiiaacenainann. 113
Number of persons 8aved.....cceeeeuceeeieeeeesceaeeacacssanacananacs 113
Number of persons lost....c..ccceeeane. Cececene et cecccccccccaceceanas None
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... None
Number of days’ succor afforded.... .. .. ..oooiiiamiiiiiiiiiiii e None
Value of property Saved ... coour iiin e i ceeees e $238, 455
Value of property 108t.......cevee oo ieinieeaeeciaeieaee e cenneans $38, 120
Nutober of disasters involving total loss of vessels......c.cecveecienenes None

19921 L 8—2
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In addition to persons saved from vessels there were thirty-six others
rescued who had fallen from wharves, piers, &c., and who would have
perished without the help of the life-saving crews. The extent of the
assistance rendered in saving vessels and cargoes was greater than in
any previous year, four hundred and two vessels having been worked
off when stranded, repaired when damaged, piloted out of dangerous
places and similarly assisted by the station crews. There were also
two hundred and twenty-four instances where vessels runding into
danger of stranding were warned off by the signals of the patrols, most
of them thus bLeing probably saved from partial or total destruction.
The investigations held in each case of loss of life show that there was
no failure in duty on the part of any of the life-saving crews, and that
the twenty-nine persons who perished were entirely beyond the reach
of human aid. One of the number, a woman cook, was drowned in
attempting, against the remonstrance of her companions, to recover
her personal effects from the cabin of the vessel while it was going to
pieces; seven were lost during the operations for their rescue, being
so nearly frozen as to be unable to co-operate with the life-saving crew ;
two were drowned by being held under the water by the sails and rig-
ging of their capsized vessels; and one was drowned by attempting to
swim ashore while the rescue of his shipmates was in progress; one
died, after he was landed by the life-saving crew, from injuries received
in attempting to save himself before their arrival ; one was thrown into
the sea from the rigging when the vessel struck ; eleven were drowned
from capsized boats before aid could reach them ; three—two of them
little children—were washed overboard before the discovery of the ves-
sel, which had stranded in a thick fog; and two were swept overboard
during the efforts to save them from a wreck which had been partially
destroyed by fire before she struck. Full and specific accounts of all
the circumstances connected with the loss of these lives are hereinafter
given.

In the year’s operations the surf-boat was used four hundred and
twenty-one times, making six hundred and eight trips. The self-right-
ing and self-bailing life-boat was used thirty-six times, making sixty-
one trips. Smaller boats were used one hundred and seventy-two
times, making two hundred and sixty-seven trips. The river life-skiffs
at the Louisville Station, Ninth District, were used thirty-four times,
making thirty-eight trips. The breeches-buoy was used twenty-five
times, making two hundred passages. The wreck-gun was employed
twenty-eight times, firing sixty-eight shots. The heaving-stick was
used twenty-seven times. The rubber life-saving dress was used upon
four occasions. There were landed by the surf-boat six hundred and
one persons; by the life-boat, fifty-four; by the smaller boats, one hun-
dred and fifty-five; by the river life-skiffs, ninety-nine; and by the
breeches-buoy, one hundred and ninety-four. Four persons were as-
sisted to land by means of heaving-lines, which were attached to their
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bodies, the surfmen on shore drawing in the lines. Seven men were
rescued by surfmen jumping into the water and drawing the men from
beneath their capsized boats; one person losing his hold upon a line
while being drawn ashore was rescued by the surfinen clasping hands
and rushing into the surf after him; four were dragged ashore through
the surf by the whip-line, the men holding firmly on to it or attaching
it to their bodies; eleven were brought ashore by surfmen jumping
into the surf and undertow and assisting them to land; threec were res-
cued by a surfman, who, with a line held by his coumrades, attached to
his body, waded out into the water and assisted them through the surf,
and three persons swung themselves ashore by means of a hawser, which
had been got to the vessel by the shot-line.

The number, violence, and destructiveness of the storms which occurred
during the year exceeded the record of any former yecar since the
general extension of the Service upon the sea and lake coasts. Inone
storm there were no less than thirty wrecks within the scope of the
operations of the Service, and in asingle day (the 9th of January) there
were twenty-three. The Service, however, did not fail to match its pre-
vious record of effectiveness in saving life and property. Thc number
of casualties was greater by twenty-eight than that of any former
year, yet the loss of life is fifteen less than the average, and although
the vessels and cargoes totally lost were twenty more than in any pre-
vious year, the amount of property lost was only about sixty-five thou-
sand dollars greater than the average of the preceding year, while the
amount saved is increased by nearly two million dollars.

The table given below contains a summary of results in the ficld of
life-saving operations since the introduction of the present system:

GENERAL SUMMARY

Of disasters which have occurred within the scope of life-saving operations from November
1, 1871, (date of {riroduction of present system,) to close of fiscal year ending June 30,
1886.*

Total number of disasters...... c.ccecveacaivacen. tecesovecssssnsnsenses 3,385
Total value of vessels ..... e eeeeececececcesecsacant e ane et can e 839,733, 495
Total value of Cargoes ..o e iacace iimiitiiiai i iaen e, $18, 643,754
Total value of property involved....ccoceeeinmennininaaneniaiiiaaaans $58,377, 249
Total value of property 8aved. ... ececeeveeneeiieaeneeaieacaiennns 841, 449,257
Total value of propertylost...... tecees cemmet et e araacann $16, 927,992

* It should be observed that the operations of the Service during this period have
been limited as follows: Season of 1871-'72, to the coasts of Long Island and New
Jersey ; seasons of 187274, to coasts of Cape Cod, Long Island, and New Jersey;
season of 1874-"75, to the coasts of New England, Long Island, New Jersey, and coast
from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1875-'76, coasts of New England, Long
Island, New Jersey, coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, and coast from Cape
Henry to Cape IHattoras; season of 187677 and since, all the foregoing, with tho
addition of tho eastern coast of Florida and portions of the lake coasts and during
the past six years tho coast of Texas.

A,
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Total number of persons involved ™ ... .. .ccoiiiieeniiiieian i, 23, 053
Total number of pPersons 8avVed ccue ceneeniee it iieae et ie e ann 28, 317
Total number of lives 108t t «oovueiinn i e 486
Total number of personssuccoredf ... ...ooceecoieiiioiiiiiaaaiaaaa.. 5,636
Total number of days’ succor afforded .... ..o, 15,313

LOSS OF LIFE.

_ The shipwrecks attended with loss of life during the year, within the
field of life-saving operations, were thirteen in number. A circumstan-
tial narrative of each case is herewith given.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER GEORGE B. SLOAN.

The first wreck of the year involving loss of life within the scope of
the Life-Saving Service was that of the three-masted schooner George
B. Sloan, and took place at about 3 o’clock in the stormy morning
of October 30, 1885, at the entrance of the harbor of Oswego, (Ninth
District,) Lake Ontario. The schooner was of three hundred and thir-
teen tons burden, and was bound from Ogdensburg, New York, without
cargo, to the port where she met with disaster. Her company consisted
of hrer master, five men, and the cook, a woman.

The harbor of Oswego consists of an irregular formation of massive
stone piers, setting out into the lake from the mouth of the Oswego River.
Opposite, and at right angles to the ends of these piers, at several hun-
dred feet distance, are two constructions of crib-work, one of them of
considerable length, which is called the west breakwater, and the other
parallel with this, but much shorter, which is known as the east break-
water. Between the two is a space of three hundred and fifty feet, in-
tended to constitute an entrance toward the mouth of the harbor, which
the two barriers shield from the direct action of the sea. Built on a
square of crib-work in the inner angle of the west breakwater, with
which it connects by a bridge of trestlework, is an octagonal tower
thirty-nine feet high, crowned with a red fixed light. In line with it,
on the cast breakwater, a lens lantern giving a white light is suspended
from a pole thirty-five feet high. Behind, on the western harbor pier,
stands the Oswego Light-House, a gray tower, seventy-two feet high,
surmounted by a white light, which has a range of about fifteen miles.

It was toward this group of lights that the schooner was heading.
Nothing else was visible from her deck to denote the contiguity of the
city and haven. The night was heavily overcast and a furious north-
cast gale, blowing at the rate of fifty-five miles an hour, was streaming
through the gloomy immensity. Defore it, under a single-reefed fore-

* Including thirty-six persons rescued not on hoard vessels.

t One hundred and cighty-three of these were lost at the disasters of the steamers
Huron and Metropolis—in the caxe of the former when the stations were not open,
and inthe latter when service was impeded by distance—and fourteen others in tho
same year, owing to similar causes.

t Including castaways not on board vessels embraced in tables.
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saily jiby and fore-staysaily the vessel fled headlong, her rigging fairly
alive with the wild whistling and sereeching of the wind,  She was, as
sailors say, flying light, being, as already stated, without cargo, or even
ballast; and she virtually ran on the top of the sea, which coursed with
her in black and enormous undulations. It was the captain’s intention
to take her into port through the open lake east of the breakwaters,
but when about three miles away a heavy surge struck her and threw up
her too buoyant stern, so that the rudder suddenly lost its hold on the
water, and the vessel becoming for the moment beyond control whirled
broadside to. After a few minutes of alarm and confusion she was
brought upon her course once more, but the captain, fearful of her
broaching to again and drifting in upon the beach if he made for the
open water east of the port, resolved to endeavor to effect an entrance
through the passage between the eastern and western breakwaters, and
changed his direction accordingly.

The impetuous speed at which the vessel drove brought her in a few
minutes abreast of the breakwaters. Nothing could be more lurid and
alarming than the aspect of this scene of impending catastrophe. The
immense abyss of storm-beaten gloom showed vaguely at unequal dis-
tances the spectral shapes of the light-house and beacon towers. I'rom
the summit of the light-house a pale light was doubtfully diffused, while
the red beacon emitted a murky glow. Darkly revealed by this sinis-
ter half-light raged the awful waters. The huge black surges, suggest-
ing masses of shadows but for the heavy crash of their breaking, flung
themselves incessantly upon the breakwaters, which they overswept
with vast swaths of livid foam, and every other moment fell back in
terrible recoil with almost the force of their onset. DBoth of the break-
waters were completely smothered up, and their shape was evident
only in an obscuare diagram of furious breakers. Aboveall and through
all were the yelling of the wind and the roaring of the sea.

No pause was possible for the vessel in her desperate course for the
passage between the breakwaters.  She camne right on for the entrance,
staggering forward in darkness reddened by the beacon, with the lights
in herrigging, and was, as the captain testified, about forty feet from
it when one of the terrific seas, before mentioned as momentarily. re-
coiling from the barriers of crib-work, bounded backward from the
eastern breakwater and threw her with a crash onto the corner of the
western breakwater near the beacoh. When itis remembered that she
was over three hundred tons burden the destructive force of such an
impact can be realized. The next instant another sea lifted and threw
her stern with smashing force against a spur of the breakwater some
thirty feet distant. Then she was hurled back broadside on against the
main structure. In this way she was bowled to and fro on the mon-
strous huddle of waters with shocks that made the crib-work quiver,
until within half an hour she¢ was broken to pieces. At the end of that
time, her captain testifies, there was not a vestige of her left.
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A top stringer on the breakwater had, probably by one of the shocks
of’ these collisions, been torn off; leaving a row of great iron bolts or
spikes protruding upward. The captain, who had been standing on the
topgallant forecastle with his night-glasses in his hand when the vessel
struek, suddenly found himself, as by some ugly magic, clinging by one
of these bolts in a wallow of water on the crib. The sea was bursting
across the construction in torrents, and he lay in the wash without the
slightest recollection of how he left the vessel. He presently saw some
of the men working themselves along by the aid of the projecting bolts
toward the beacon. They had mounted the bowsprit when the schoouner
had charged in and dropped one by one upon the breakwater. In the
meantime tbe vessel was pounding heavily, thrashing the crib with the
lower underside of her bowsprit. Presently she surged back, and then
came on again with a tremendous shock which took the bowsprit out of
her. Seeing this dangerously active projection gone, the captain at once
worked himself along by means of the bolts, through the floods of water
mixed with débris from the wreck, and joined his men at the beacon.
The vessel continued to break upand her wreckage and spars were now
showering,madly over the break water.

The Oswego Life-Saving Station is situated on the inside of the har-
bor, some fifteen hundred feet distant from the scene of the disaster,
and the keeper, John Blackburn, standing in the neighborhood, had been
watching the schooner by her plunging lights, and at length saw that
she had lurched to leeward and evidently gone past the entrance. He
at once called on his men to man the life-boat, and in four minutes the
crew were pulling vigorously for the wreck. The uselessness of ap-
proaching it from the outside was at once apparent, the furious wind
and sea and the convulsive thrashing of the great hull to and from the
break water forbade even the attempt, and the life-boat was headed past
the harbor piers for the sheltered inside of the erib-work. Irom theend
of the piers to the point of destination there was a space of nearly a
thousand feet, and crossing this t(he life-boat crew had to endure the
savage raking of the storm. After a desperate pull, lasting a quarter
ot an hour, the inside of the western breakwater was reached. The sea
was then sheeting over it in roaring cataracts, and as the life-boat crew
pulled along under its lee a terrific mass of black water suddenly up-
rose, bearing on its summit a tumbled group of spars and a huge sec-
tion of the vessel’s deck, which it tifrew across and over the breakwater
within twenty feet of the rowers. Had it fairly reached them’ every man
would have been crushed and drowned.

A few minutes later they shot up alongside the squareof crib-work,
in the angle of the breakwater on which stood the beacon, and found
the captain, mate, and the four sailors of the vessel standing there to-
gether under the lee of the tower. The first question developed the
fact that the woman cook had been lost. A hasty glance on the part
of the keeper showed him that the schooner had been completely de- -
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molished. Nothing of her was left but the fragments which flew in
the dark water over the low barrier of the breakwater. No time was
lost, therefore, in taking the six survivors into the life-boat and strug-
gling back through the gale to the shore, where they were landed by
half-past 3. After putting the men on their way to a hotel the
life-crew returned to the scene of disaster and searched the copious
wreckage that still came over the breakwater, but found no trace of
the body of the drowned woman.

It appears by the testimnony of the mate that when the vessel first
struck he had found the woman standing in the cabin with a_packed
satchel in her hand. He shouted frantically to her for God’s sake to
come up on deck and save herself. She went back into the state-room
and got another satchel. He again shouted to her to drop them and
save herself. It was the last time she was seen alive. Itis probable
that she never got out of the cabin, but was drowned when the vessel
sank, nor ever liberated until the hull finally went to pieces. Her
name was Eliza Tackaberry. A month or so later her body came
ashore, without a head, two or three miles below Oswego.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER R. B. KING.

The next fatal disaster occurred on Lake Michigan the night of No-
vember 7, 1885. The schooner R. B. King, of Chicago, Illinois, was
totally wrecked off the harbor of Muskegon, Michigan, during a seveve
southwesterly gale, and two of ler crew of four men were lost. She
was from Chicago, in ballast, and had made Muskegon light at 8
o’clock.- Upon nearing the piers an hour later, and finding no tug out-
side to tow him in, by reason of the storm, the captain concluded to
take the risk and run in without such aid. It was, in fact, his only re-
course, as the vessel was flying light and could not have weathered the
shore if hauled to the wind. The schooner steered very wildly in the
shoal water off the harbor, and just as she neared the entrance, which
is leas than two hundred feet wide, she took a broad sheer and struck
with great violence against the leeward or north pier. The shockstove
in her timbers, and as she rebounded and drifted off she almost in-
stantly filled with water and capsized, bottom up, the masts breaking
off as she went over. The whole thing happened in about a minute.
The keeper and one of the crew of the Muskegon Life-Saving Station
(Eleventh District) were out on the pier at the time and witnessed the
occurrence. Cries for help were immediately heard from the crew
struggling in the water. The two station men had a small heaving
line with them and attempted to throw it within the people’s reach,
but as the vessel drifted off some fifty or sixty feet from the pier and
the night was intensely dark, they did not succeed. The keeper, there-
fore, after shouting words of encouragement, rushed back to the sta-
tion, two or three hundred yards distant, and in a few minutes had
the surf-boat manned and on its way to the rescue. Defore start-



24 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

ing, and while the men were putting the boat into the water, he
ignited a red Coston light to let the people know that help was com-
ing. The crew pulled down the river between the piers until abreast
of the shore line and then hauled the boat over the narth pier and
launched directly into the lake from the beach. The pull out to the
wreck against the frightfully confused sea and in the pitchy darkness
of the night was difficult and dangerous, and the keeper’s skill was se-
verely tested in guiding his little craft clear of the floating timbers,
spars, and other débris from the schooner, which was already breaking
up, although not more than ten minutes had elapsed since she struck
the pier. That the boat escaped destruction amid the wreckage was
marvelous. Upon reaching the wreck they with great difficulty rescued
two men, the captain, James C. Dunbar, and the mate, Charles Ander-
son. The keeper called loudly for the two others, but there came no
answer. The poor fellows were doubtless beyond reach of human aid.
But the life-saving men were hopeful and nnwilling to abandon the search
until every possible effort had failed. As the boat had half filled with
water and was almost unmanageable, it was turned about for the shore
and the two castaways were landed. They were in a sorry plight from
cold and exposure and were unable to walk, but as every availableman
was needed by the keeper, they managed, when the direction of the sta-
tion was pointed out to them, to crawl thither on their hands and knees.
In the meantime, as soon as the boat could be bailed out, a second trip
was made. But the night was so dark the wreck could not be found.
The crew, therefore, put back, and while some bailed the beat a sec-
ond time—for it had again almost filled—-the keeper dispatched a man
down the pier in search of the schooner, while another was sent to the
station for lanterns. The first soon returned and reported the wreck
close alongside of the pier, but nosigns of the men. While, therefore,
some hauled the boat out oun the beach the keeper and others of the
crew hastened down the pier with lines and lanterns to renew the
search. The wreck was evidently held from drifting ashore bodily by
the anchors, which had gone to the bottom when she capsized. After
closely scanning the wreck by the light of their lanterns as it rose and
fell on the seas, and satisfying themselves that the missing men were not
there, the station crew returned to the beach and there waded out into
the surf as far as possible to examine the wreckage floating shoreward.
The search was kept up until midnight, but without avail. The keeper,
therefore, returned to the station at that hour with part of the crew to
attend to the wants of the captain and mate, while others prolonged the
search until daybreak. The captain, when informed of the crew’s frait-
less efforts to find the missing men, expressed his belief that they had
been entangledin the rigging and drowned, asneitherof them could swim
and their cries had ceasea when the vessel rolled over. The survivors
lost all their effects and were destitute.  They were therefore furnished
with clothing from the supply donated by the Women’s National Relief
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Association, and also sheltered and fed for four days, or nntil able to
return to Chicago. Thestation crew patrolled the beach for several days
afterwards in search of the bodies of the two lost men, Fringle Fringleson
and Andrew Olsen, but without finding them. The body of the former
was, however, recovered three weeks later near Grand Haven, fifteen
miles to the sonthward, by the crew of the Grand Haven Station. The
officer who investigated the circumstances of the wreck reported the
schooner as 80 unseaworthy that the underwriters had refused to insure
her. He examined the débris on the beach and found startling evidence
of her rotten condition. He expressed the opinion that the loss of life
was in no sense the result of neglect or inefficiency on the part of the
life-saving crew, and that they had behaved with commendable gallantry
and done everything in their power to save all hands. The following
brief account of the wreck was published by the Chicago Inter Ocean,
after the captain’s return home :

“ HEROIC ACTIONS.

‘Captain Dunbar, master and ownev of the schooner R. B. King, which
recently foundered at Muskegon, called at the office of The Inter Ocean
yesterday and was very profuse in his praise of the life-saving crew at
Muskegon for their gallantry in rescuing himself and mate from the
wreck of the vessel. They launched their boat in a terrific sea, which
was running from the southwest, and rowed out and picked Captain
Dunbar and his mate off the wreck. The two sailors who were drowned
would have been saved in & similar manner, but for the fact that they
got entangled in the rigging and when the seas tore the spars out of the
vessel they were carried to the bottom of the lake. Captain Dunbar
was unable to save anything from the wreck. The bottom of the ves-
sel was thrown high upon the beach, and as most of the gear and rig-
ging were under it the latter could not be recovered.”

WRECK OF THE BRITISH SHIP MALTA.

The third wreck attended with fatal result within the scope of gov-
ernmental life-saving operations was that of the ship Malta, of Liver-
pool, England, off Ocean Beach, New Jersey, on the morning of No-
vember 24,1885. One of her crew, Karl Edelung, a native of Denmark,
who jumped overboard against the remonstrances of his shipmates and
attempted to swim ashore, was drowned. The affair was thoroughly in.
vestigated and from the reports received the following facts are gath-
ered: The Malta was an iron ship of sixteen hundred tons register, bound
from Antwerp to New York with a cargo of ten thousand empty petro-
leum tarrels and several hundred tons of silver sand. Her crew num-
bered twenty-four men. She stranded at half-past 3 in the morning,
two hundred and fifty yards from the shore, just south of Shark River,
nearly midway between the Shark River and Spring Lake Stations,
(Fourth District,) during a furious northeast gale and rain storm. The
surf was high and dangerous, and it being the period of spring-tides
the waves dashed well up on the beach and in places almost covered
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it.  One of the masts went over the side soon after the ship struck.
The lower masts were of iron, and as the heavy sea caused the ship
to pound violently on the bar the shocks snapped the mainmast in
‘two places, one break occurring fifteen feet above the deck and the
other between decks about five feet below the partners. The upper
part of the mast, with the topmast, top-gallant mast, and everything
attached, fell overboard, while the middle section, twenty feet long,
jumped clear of the mast-hole and fell on deck, narrowly missing some
of the crew. The upper and lower fore-topsail yards were carried away
in the slings at the same time. The ship’s signal rockets were seen by
the patrols of the two stations, and as soon as they could give the alarm
the crews hastened to her assistance. Boat service was altogether im-
practicable in such a sea, and it was only with the greatest difficulty
ard risk that the Shark River crew crossed the river. They were the
first on the ground, but did not take the beach-apparatus, as the vessel
was within the Spring Lake patrol limits. It would in fact have been
next to impossible to ferry the loaded cart over, as the surf was sweep-
ing directly into the river, and to haul it by land would have involved
a long and tedious detour of several miles over muddy and almost im-
passable roads. As it was the boat narrowly escaped upsetting several
times in crossing. The ship’s mizzenmast fell by the board just as
they arrived. The Spring Lake crew came up ten miputes later with
their apparatus. The ship after striking had thumped along the bar to
the southward under the influence of the current and heavy sea, and
when the station men arrived was more than a quarter of a mile below
the mouth of the river. She had also driven closer in. The two crews
fell quickly to work arranging the gear, and in a few minutes everything
was in readiness and the gun was fired. Thedriving rain obscured the
vessel almost entirely, and it was impossible to tell where the line had
fallen. They had aimed towards the weathermost part of her, the bow,
to allow for drift, and the line probably lodged over the head-stays, where
it could not be seen in the darkness. After waiting some tiie, therefore,
and finding that the whip was not pulled off, the shot-line was hauled
back and thrown to the ship a second time. The two keepers, John
C. Patterson and Joseph Shibla, judged from the trend of the line
that it had again fallen over the ship, and decided to wait for daylight,
This was, in fact, their only alternative, although it involved a delay
of half or three-quarters of an hour. It was learned afterwards that
the firing was heard and understood by the people ou board, bat they
were in 80 much danger from the broken spars and of being swept over-
board that no effort was made to find the line. Two of the masts were
gone and the foremast was liable to snap off at any moment. As the
ship continued to move south the time until daybreak was occupied by
the beach men in shifting the gear as she moved and reburying the
sand anchor. As soon as it was light enough the men discovered, with
the aid of the glasses, that the line had lodged on the end of the iying

a
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jib-boom. The people had not yet found it.  Keeper Patterson, there-
fore, waded out into the tindertow and shouted to attract their attention,
while some of the others held the line up to view. This had the desired
effect, as the sailors quickly got the bight of the line in on deck and
active operations were commenced. It was a long tug to secure the
whip, which bowed far to the leeward with the current as the surfinen
paid it out from the shore. The tail-block was finally hauled in over the
ship’s rail and attached to the foremast, and when the hawser followed
and was similarly attached, the preparations were complete. Dy this
time District Superintendent Havens had arrived {rom Point Pleasant,
in respounse to a summons by telephone, also Keeper Longstreet and the
crew of the Squan Beach Station to the south. A multitude of people
had also flocked down {rom the adjacent villages, and many of them lent
willing aid to the station crews. The tirst man landed in the breeches-
buoy, at twenty minutes to 8 o'clock, was an East Indian, who bad
broken his leg two weeks previous, on the passage. He was imme-
“diately conveyed in the hand-cart to the cottage of a Mr. Davis, and
surgical aid called in. Shortly afterwards, while the third man was be-
ing drawn ashore, a commotion was noticed on the ship’s forccastle,and
a moment later a man (Karl Edclung) sprang overboard into the surf and
struck out for the shore. IIe was at once swept by the current to the
southward, and Superintendent Ilavens, Keeper Patterson, and several
others ran along the beach with & line hoping to reach him. The man
was evidently a good swimmer and did bravely until the current carried
him from under the lee of the ship and he encountered the full force of
the surf, when lie was almost imnediately overwhelmed and lost. Two
or three heavy seas broke over his head in rapid succession when he was
yet fifty yards from the shore and seemed to stun him, for the poor fel-
low threw up his hands and then sank out of sight. It was simply im-
possible for any one to reach him, he was so far out. The body was
not recovered until the following day (25th) near the Bay Head Station,
six miles down the coast. It was learned from his shipmates that he
had apparently lost his reason through fear, and the commotion observed
from the beach was occasioned by the efforts made to restrain him from
his rash purpose to attempt to swim ashore. IIad he waited his turn
with the rest he would bave been saved. Another of the crew was
similarly affected, and when lifted from the breeches-buoy he circled
about on the beach, gesticulating wildly, and acted in the most irra-
tional manner. Ilis reason for a time seemed to be completely un-
balanced. The effort to save Edelung brought the operations with the
breeches-buoy to a temporary standstill, but as soon as it was seen
that he was gone, beyond a doubt, the task of rescuing the rest went on.
It was extremely arduous and trying work, the men being compelled to
stand at times waist deep in the water with the rain and spray flying
in their faces and almost blinding them. Many of them also had the
skin badly worn from their hands by the wet and sand-covered ropes.
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Moreover, much difliculty was experienced in keeping the hawser
taut, on account of the oscillating motion of the vessel and her steady
movement to the south. The people, as fast as landed, were conducted
to the Davis cottage, where they were immediately supplied with hot
coffee and dry clothing. One man, the second mate, narrowly escaped
being washed out of thebuoy. He left the ship heavily weighted with o
bundle of clothing strapped to his shoulders, which almost upset him
and nearly cost him his life. The operation of landing the twenty-three
men took about two hours, the last one reaching the beach shortly be-
fore 10 o’clock. They received the kindest attention from the inhabit-
ants, and on the following day were forwarded to New York, a few re-
maining to assist the captain. The body of the drowned man was
turned over to the coroner and decently interred at Point Pleasant.
The ship became a total wreck and was sold at auction.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER MARY G. FARR.

The next case in the record of fatalities for the year is that of the
schooner Mary G. Farr, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, which was par-
tially destroyed by fire at sea and finally drifted ashore on the New
Jersey coast, near the Spring Lake Station, (Fourth District,) on the
night of January 8, 1886, during the early hours of the great storm of
of the 8th, 9th, and 10th. The Mary G. Farr was a vessel of three
hundred and thirty tons register. She sailed from Baltimore, Maryland,
on December 31, 1885, bound for Providence, Rhode Island, with a
cargo of corn, her crew numbering seven men. How the fire originated
will never be known, as not one of the crew escaped. The information
at hand is very meager. It is reasonably certain, however, that but
two men were on board when the schooner came within the scope of the
operations of the Service and struck the beach at Lalf-past 11, as but
two bodies, those of the captain, John D. Conwell, and thesteward, Will-
iam W. Warren, were recovered in the vicinity, the former about a mile
and a half south and the latter a mile and a quarter north of where she
came ashore. These bodics were found two days after the wreck. The
theory that all the rest had previously perished reccived weight from
the statements of the life-saving crew that the cries for help, heard for a
brief period after their arrival with the apparatus, secemed to come from
but one or two persons. The night was intensely dark and a furious
gale was blowing from the northeast with thick snow, and the first seen
of the burning vessel was at 10 o’clock, when Surfman Thorn, of the
Spring Lake Station, on the north patrol, observed the red glare of the
flames off shore to the northeast. The blaze was somewhat dim at
first, being obscured by the snow, but as it grew brighter and brighter
the patrolman realized that it must be a vessel on fire drifting in a
southwesterly direction towards the shore. TLorn kept up with the
vessel until she was almost in the breakers, just northof the station, and
then ran forward to arouse the crew. The men, however, were already
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- up, having been awakened by the howling of the gale. They had dis-
covered the vessel and were preparing to set out with the beach-appa-
ratus, the surf being too high for any attempt to launch the boat. It
was, in fact, as much as they could do to make headway with the loaded
cart, so fierce was the wind. The party reached the strand just as the
schooner fetched up. The scas must have poured over the ill-fated
craft in a perfect deluge as soon as she struck, as the fire was quickly
extinguished, leaving nothing visible but a black object, dimly discern-
ible. Indeed, but for their kecping the vessel in sight until the flames
died out it would have been next to impossible to locate bher, as she lay
two or three hundred yards off. Cries for assistance were distinctly
heard above the roar of the tempest. This stimulated the men to the
utmost activity, and as soon as the gear could be arranged in the dark-
ness—for not a lantern could be kept burning—the gun was fired,
although, as the masts appeared to be gone, they had but little hope of
the line catching on the wreck. The station men feeling no responsive
tug on the line to indicate that the whip would be drawn off, hauled the
shot-line back, and then sending to the station for a fresh dry line the
gun was again fired. DBoth attempts to establish communication were
alike futile. [t was then a little after 1 o’clock in the morning (9th),
and it is probable that those left on the wreck were washed away about
that time, as the cries ceased soon after the firing of the second shot.
The fact that the watch found upon the body of the captain marked thir-
teen minutes after 1 serves to confirm that belief. As the station men
had done all that was possible, without accomplishing anything, they
were compelled to watch and wait until daybreak. In the meantime
they were joined by the crew of the Squan Beach Station, who remained
until after daylight, and it was settled, beyond the shadow of doubt,
that no sign of life existed in the wreck. The beach was strewn with
charred and broken wreckage, and among the débris was found female
wearing apparel and a child’s chair, which gave rise to the circulation of a
story that the captain’s family were on board and had also been lost. 1t
wassubsequently learned, however,from the owner of the vessel, that such
wasnot the case, the captain’s wife having left for home before the schooner
sailed. Regarding the missing members of the crew the manner of their
death can only be conjectured. The finding of one body as far north as
Long Branch, another at Asbury Park, and yet another above Shark
River, is strong « vidence that the wen perished ere the vessel stranded
off Spring Lake. Itis possible they were washed overboard, but it seems
more than likely that when the flames spread beyoud control, the poor
fellows lowered their boat, and, that before all could get into it, the craft
capsized and all but the captain and steward were swept away, the two
latter remaining on the burning vessel until she reached the shore and
suffering hours of agony and suspense untii the work of destruction was
complete.  An investigation of the sad affair resulted in showing very
clearly that the life-saving crew were not to blame. They did all that
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could be done under the circumstances, but the impossibility of estab-
lishing connection with the wreck rendered their efforts fruitless, and
there can be no doubt that from the very first the two men were entirely
beyond the reach of human aid.

STRANDING OF THE BRITISU SCHOONER MYRTLE PURDY.

The next instance of loss of life within the scope of the operations of
the Service occurred in the First District, on the 9th day of January,
1886, during the prevalence of the scverest and most disastrous storm
of the year. It was the first fatality that has occurred in the imme-
diate vicinity of any manned station in that district since the district
was established in 1874. The person lost was Capt. W. L. Elsworth,
master of the schooner Myrtle urdy, of Saint John, New Brunswick,
on a voyage from Boston, Massachusetts, to her home port, in ballast.
The Myrtle Purdy is a small craft of eighty-five tons register, and carries
a crew of four men. She was one of three vessels driven ashore by the
same gale in the vicinity of West Quoddy Ilead, Maine, the crews of
which were severally assisted by the crew of the Quoddy Head Station.
An account of the other cases will be found in the record of services of
crews farther on, under the appropriate date, (January 9.) The Purdy
had pnt in to Quoddy Roads for a harbor the previous night, the wind
then being from the northwest and the weather intensely cold, the mer-
cury registering but a few degrees above zero. By the morning of the
9th the wind had shifted to the eastward and freshened to a gale and a
thick snow storm had set in. At 8 o’clock one of her chains parted.
The remaining anchor being too light to hold her, and the gale steadily
increasing, she soon commenced dragging towards the westerly shore
of the bay. Her situation was quickly perceived by the eastern patrol
of the station, who hastened to give the alarm, but it was 10 o’clock
before he reached the house on account of the almost impassable
condition of the road. The men at once, under the lead of Keeper Al-
bert H. Myers, hurried over to the relief station, a mile distant, on the
bay shore, where a spare boat and an extra set of apparatus are kept,
in anticipation of the vessel striking in that locality. It was found,
however, upon getting there, that the house was almost buried under
an immense snow-drift and that it would involve a long and serious
delay to get the gear out. The keeper, therefore, as the vessel ap-
peared just then to have struck into a strong tide eddy sweeping to the
westward, which would carry her ashore a mile or more from the relief
station, resolved to take the boat and gear of the main station. The
men were on their way back with that purpose in view when they met
the crew of the schooner Freddie D., who had a few hours before aban-
doned their vessel and were temporarily quartered at the station, and
the crew of the schooner Sca Flower, also ashore in the bay, who
promptly volunteered their aid in hauling the life-saving appliances
across the neck of laud between Carrying Point Cove, where the station
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is situated, and the shore of the bay. The party thus re-enforced num-
bered fifteen strong, hardy men. The station men were fortunate in
thus getting help, for the snow which was three feet deep on a level,
not to mention the drifts, made the hauling very difficult, and it was
as much as the united crews could do to transport the boat first and
then the beach-apparatus. The gear was taken from the cart and
placed in the boat for conveyance to what is locally known as Basin
Bar, at the <westerly side of the bay, where it was now certain the
schooner would fetch up. But here came a hitch, the beach being
covered with ice, which had been piled cake upon cake by the heavy
sea and formed quite a formidable barrier. In addition tothis the water
beyond for some distance out was a mass of porridge ice and floating
ice-fields, and it was therefore found impossible to launch until the tide
rose higher and started these obstructions from the shore. This occa-
sioned delay, but as soon as the ice moved the brave fellows got oft;
Captain Bentley, of the Sea Flower, gallantly begging permission to
take the oar of an absent surfman who was on the western patrol and
who did not join the party until they reached the scene of operations
later on. The waves were frightfully rough in the bay, and as it was
impossible to see any distance on account of the snow the boat’s progress
was necessarily slow, the men having frequently to back hard with
their oars to avoid collision with the miniature bergs which beset
their way. The keeper purposed putting in behind Basin Bar, where
it was smoother and there was less ice, but finding this impracticable
he landed on the point of the bar and trdcked the boat alongshore
by the painter; two men staying in the boat to push aside the ice
and make a clear channel. Nothing had been seen of the schooner
on the way, and when, soon after they landed, one of the men caught
a momentary glance of her through the snow, less than two hundred
yards away, and it was found she would drive some distance further
ahead, Keeper Myers pushed on alone, in advance of the rest, in-
tending to let the people know that help was coming and prevent, if
possible, any attempt to land until his men arrived with the boat. As
soon as the sailors caught sight of him, as the schooner neared the bar,
they began making signals for help, which the keeper answered by
waving his cap and pointing in the direction of his men. The schooner
was coming stern on, and just at that moment she sheered a little and
the keeper saw three men standing on the taffrail apparently endeavor.
ing to haul up their yawl, which was riding by the painter astern, and
full of water. A moment later he observed a man overboard, endeavor-
ing to climb into the boat. The man did not, however, succeed, but
fell back apparently helpless. Myers shouted to the people to throw
the man a line, but his voice was drowned by the howling of the storm
and turmoil of the waves and they did not hear him.  About this time
the schooner fetched up and the boat tailing shoreward to the full
' scope of its line, with the man still clinging to the bow, the brave
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Myers, regardless of his own safety and without waifing for his men
to come up, sprang over the barrier of ice and made a plunge for the
boat. He went in up to his neck but succeeded in grasping the stern,
and the next moment, by tremendous effort, was in the boat and making
his way forward to the man’s relief. He caught the poor fellow by the
coat collar and was endeavoring to drag him in when a huge sea broke
over the boat and smothered them for a moment so completely in its
icy embrace that the keeper was compelled to relinquish his hold to
avoid being washed out himself. As soon as the gallant life-saver
could recover his breath he grabbed the man once more, but with the
same result. Again and again did the monster waves tumble over
them in a smother of toam, and as often did Myers renew his efforts
to lift the man into the boat. It was a trying ordeal, and Myers
being drenched to the skin and chilled to the very marrow, soon felt
that he was giving out himself. It should be stated that during all
this time,which seemed an age to the brave keeper, not a soul but those
on the schooner was aware of his situation, his own men not having
arrived on the ground and the thick snow preventing their seeing
what was going on. The people aboard the schoouer seemed perfectly
dazed with fright and made no effort to throw him a line or do any-
thing else. He therefore watched his opportunity,and when next the
boat was thrownshoreward to the length of its painter he sprang over-
board and scrambled back to the beach. Upon regaining his feet he
again shouted for a line, and this time he got one. At this moment two
men named Morong and Wébber reached the scene. They lived afew
hundred yards away and had just discovered the vessel. Myers was so
unrecognizable with the ice on his clothing and beard that they took
him for one of the vessel’s crew until his well-known voice was heard
calling upon them for God’s sake to help him save the man in the
water. ITe attached the line thrown him from the schooner to the boat’s
stern and passed the other end to Morong and Webber, with instruc-
tions to keep the boat steady while he got into it and then to haul away
as soon as he could get the people to let go the painter. Just as these
preparations were complete his own party came up. The men quickly
took in the situation, and three or four of them, including the brave
Captain Bentley of the Sea Flower, rushed out to his aid. Ope of the
party, Surfman Scoville, in his haste slipped and fell as he climbed over
the ice,and would have been carried out by the undertow but for the
help of his comrades. The sailors seemed to have at last understood
what was wanted and cast off the painter, which permitted the boat to
come in on the next wave, and Myers, with the help of Bentley and the
rest, soon lifted the unconscious man from the water. It was then ap-
parent why Myers’s previous efforts had failed and why the man
had been held in the one place at the boat’s bow ; the poor fellow
was entangled in a line which was around his right arm and leg and
thence passed under the boat’s bottom and up to the opposite bow.
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The station men quickly got him clear and in over the ice to the
shore, where they put into speedy operation the method for the re-
suscitation of apparently drowned persons. It was seen at once that
he was badly hurt, there being a fracture over the right eye and his
face being bruised and bloody. Respiration was established almost at
once, although the sufferer was evidently far gone. While some of the
party were engaged in the efforts to revive him the keeper and the rest
turned their attention to the three sailors yet on the schooner and res-
cued them without much difficulty, in fact almost dry-footed; the end
of a line being thrown to them, which they carried well up the rigging
and made fast, and by means of which they soon reached the beach.
It was then learned that the injured man was the captain of the vessel.
He was taken as soon as a conveyance could be obtained to the house
of A. H. Godfrey, in the vicinity, where every possible attention was
given him. Before, however, a doctor could arrive the poor fellow
breathed his last. The doctor made careful examination and found
that in addition to the injury to the frontal bone the base of the skull
was fractured. He expressed the opinion and furnished a certificate to
the effect that the man’s injuries were the result of a crushing blow,
doubtless throngh his being caught between the boat and the side of
the vessel, and that this was the cause of his death. The case was
made the subject of a searching investigation, when it was ascertained
that the captain had insisted, against the urgent remonstrances of his
subordinates, upon lowering the yawl almost as soon as he found that
the vessel would drag ashore. In fact the mate had pointed out to him
that they were not far from a life-saving station and that it would be
safer to await the arrival of help, which mnust surely come. To this the
unfortunate man turned a deaf ear, expressing his fears that the masts
would fall and that they would all be killed. It seems that he was
dragged overboard by the bight of a rope catching around his leg soon
after the boat was lowered. From the extent of the man’s injuries it
seems remarkable that he was alive when brought ashore. One thing
is very certain, if he had not disregarded the mate’s advice, but waited
quietly until aid came, he would have been saved with the rest. His
body was properly cared for, and two days later it was sent home for
bLurial. 'The schooner being but slightly damaged was subsequently
floated off and taken to Lubec for temporary repairs, after which she
set sail for Saint John, her destination. There can be no doubt what-
ever that the Quoddy Head crew and Captain Bentley, of the schooner
Sea Flower, acted on this occasion with commendable gallantry, and
that Keeper Myers’s conduct in particular merits the highest praise.

WRECK OF TIIE 8CHOONER CL10 CHILCOTT.

The next fatal wreck was that of the schooner Clio Chilcott, near
Watceh 1Iill, Rhode Island, on the morning of January 9, 1886. The
Chilcott was a vessel of about ninety tous, hailing from Ellsworth, Maine,
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and carried a crew of three men. One of these, the mate, a native of
Sweden, named K. J. B. Hagland, was drowned ag soon as she struck.
From the accounts received the man’s death was clearly not chargeable
to remissness on the part of the Service. The schooner was on her way
from Clarke’s Island, Maine,to New York with a cargo of granite, when
overtaken by the terribly disastrous easterly gale and snow-storm of
January 8 and 9. She was making for Watch Hill Channel in an en-
deavor to reach the shelter of Stonington Harbor, in Fisher’s Island
Sound, or the safer haven of New London, a few miles beyond, when
the ominous roar of the surf burst upon the ears of the startled crew.
It was then about 6 o’clock, but the morning was so intensely dark
and the snow so thick and blinding that it was impossible to distin-
guish objects twenty yards away. The helm was instantly put hard
down in an effort to luff to the wind and claw off, but it was too late,
and before the vessel could respond she was in the breakers. The cap-
tain, seeing that she must strike, and that it would be impossible to
remain on deck, called to his subordinates to take to therigging. This
warning was not a moment too soon, for they had scarcely reached the
main rigging when the schooner thumped on the bottom, and she was
immediately boarded by the seas, which completely buried her in a
smother of foawn, the spray from which flew half-mast high. In fact the
men, when but twenty or thirty feet from the deck, narrowly escaped
being washed away. The mate, who was uppermost, suggested that
they move up into the cross-trees, and the poor fellow was about doing
this when the schooner took a sudden plunge shoreward and struck a
second time with such force that the shock literally flung him from
the rigging into the angry waters beneath, and he was swept out of
of sight. He disappeared in a moment. It is a wonder they were not
all thrown off. The two others succeeded, however, in gaining the cross-
trees, and as the vessel became steady, as she filled with water, they
were comparatively safe. The schooner had stranded about a mile and
three-quarters east of the Watch Hill Station, (Third District,) and was
discovered an hour later by the east patrol (Surfman Clark) as he re-
turned over his beat to the station. Clark immediately hurried forward
with the alarm, and in half an hour the crew were on the way with the
beach-apparatus. It was a toilsome drag through the deep snow drifts,
but with the aid of a team, which the keeper sent for upon setting out
and which joined them when half way, the place was reached at 9 o’clock.
The schooner lay head on, about two bundred feet frour the shore, with
the surf breaking all over her. The first shot carried the line forward
of the foremast and over the jib-stay, where it could not be reached. At
the second fire the line passed between the fore-topmast and the back-
stays, and lodged on the spring-stay. The sailors got hold of it and
bauted the whip outiis far as the fore eross-trees, where the block caught,
and they conld not dislodge it.  The lines were therefore hauled back
by the station crew and a third shot fired.  This time the line passed
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between the masts and fell on the captain’s arm, as he reached out to
catch it. The distance being short the whip and the hawser were soon
rigged, and in half an hour from the time of the station crew’s arrival
the two survivors were drawn safely ashore in the breeches-buoy. They
remained at the station for several days, until the cargo was recovered
and the wreck stripped of rigging and sails.

WRECK OF THE SCHOONER T. B. WITHERSPOON.

The seventh fatal wreck of the year was that of the three-masted
schooner T. B. Witherspoon, of Camden, Maine, which occurred off the
southerly shore of Nantucket Island,Massachusetts,(Second District,) on
the 10th day of January, 1886, during the memorable storm of that date.
It was, with one exceptior, (that of the Austrian bark Kraljevica,) the
most disastrous casualty within the scope of the operations of the Service
during the year, seven persons losing their lives. From the report of
the ofticer who was dispatched to the scene to ascertain the facts it ap-
pears the schooner was bound from Surinam, Guiana, to Boston, Mas.
sachusetts, with a eargo of sugar and molasses. She had a crew of
seven men, aud the mate’s wife and child were also on board, the latter
a boy of five years. Of these nine but two were saved, the mate and
one of the seamen. The schooner had scudded before the gale under
bare poles for two days prior to midnight of Saturday, the 9th, at which
time the wind suddenly shifted to the westward and blew with in-
creased fury, accompanied by snow and sleet. It was a terrible night. A
few hours later (Sunday morning, the 10th) a light wassighted on the star-
board bow. The captain, believing this to be the Montauk Point light,
to make which he had, as he supposed, shaped his course, at once kept
off to the eastward, thus bringing the light on the port bow. Shortly
after this, or at about 5 o’clock, the schooner struck bottom, with break-
ers on every hand. An attempt was instantly made to put canvas on
the vessel to work her offy but the sails and rigging being covered with
ice this was found impracticable. She was off the south shore of Nan-
tucket on whatis known as Weedweeder Shoal ; the light-taken for Mon-
tauk being in reality the one on Sankaty Head at the eastern end of
the island. The schooner was thus over a hundred miles out of her
reckoning.  She pounded along the shoal before the wind and sea to
the eastward for some distance, and finally fetched up, two hundred
and fifty yards from the shore, in the vicinity of Little Mioxes Pond, a
mile and a half west of the Surfside Life-Saving Station, and there she
was shortly afterwards discovered by Surfman Freeman as he returned
over his beat from the westward. Keeper Veeder, who had gone up
into the lookout on the roof, saw Freeman harrying along and waving
his hands to give the alarm, and a moment later the snow thinned off
Just long enough to reveal the vessel’s masts.  Knowing from the bear-
ing that shic must be ashore he hastened down and apprised his men, and
by twenty minutes to 8 o’clock, after a hard and fatiguing march againsg
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the flying sand and snow driven directly in their faces by the gale, the
party arrived abreast of the wreck with the beach-apparatus. The surf
resulting from the cxceptionally severe gales of the preceding days was
extremely high, old surfmen pronouncing it the most dangerous they had
seen on that coast for years. There was also a strong set or current to the
eastward, alongshore. The ill-fated craft lay broadside to thebeach with
her head to the east and the seas were sheeting over her in all directions
and deluging the deck from one end to the other, the spray at times flying
masthead hlgh and freezing wherever it struck. Her crew had for the
most part sought refuge below ; in fact it was thought when the station
crew first arrived and until the people showed themselves that there
was not a soul left on board. Besides the life-saving crew there quickly
congregated upon the scene, regardless of the weather, fully three
hundred men, all ready and anxious to aid in rescuing the people from
the wreck. The question of launching a boat was eagerly discussed,
but the opinion was universal that such a course was impracticable. A
boat could not live alongside the schooner a moment, even if it got off.
Some of the people on the wreck had taken to the rigging since the
crowd commenced to gather, while the rest remained below. Keeper
Veeder and his crew promptly commenced operations, and in a few
minutes from the time of their arrival had shot a line over the schooner’s
spanker- boom topping-lift, the bight falling into the arms of one of the
men in the mizzen rigging. This man was soon joined by others from
below and all taking lhold they hauled away until the whip-block was
almost within their grasp when, owing to the strong current which
bowed the line far to the leeward and made the work very slow and
difficult, all but the two men who were originally in the rigging aban-
doned the task and returned below, the poor fellows appearing to be
used up and unable to do anything further. This was doubtless due
to their having come direct from the tropics; they could not staud the ex-
treme cold and were almost perished. Upon ceasing their efforts the
strain upon the line was found to be so great that they slacked it almost
entirely out again. When operations thus came to a stand the life-saving
crew walked with both parts of the whip up the shore to the windward
s0 as to be able to slack it, and then motioned to the people on board to
“haul again on the line. By this method the sailors managed a second
time to draw the tail-Dlock almost within reach, when, to the dismay of
everybody, the shot-line suddenly snapped in twain from chafing against
the rigging, through which it had been led to enable the men to pull on
it to greater advantage. This was the first disheartening episode for
the station crew. They had, as they thought, the people almost within
their saving control, when by the breaking of the line the opportunity
was lost and the work had to be done over again. The second shot car-
ried the line to precisely the same place as the first and four men got hold
of it and were doing very welly the block having almost reached then,
when the shot-line again broke from the same cause as before. One of the
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sailors, whohad been the most activein the effort to haul oft the whip and
who bad hold of the shot-lincoutsideof the rigging when it broke, was by
this accident jerked overboard. Hemaintained his grip on the line for
a few moments, but before the life-savers could pull him ashore he let go
and disappeared. The breaking of the line twice in succession and the
drowning of the very man upon whom depended in a great measure the
rigging of the gear was well calculated to increase the anxiety of the
throng on the beach, and they crowded about the station crew with all
manner of suggestions, many of them utterly impracticable. It should
be mentioned that by this time the surf-boat had been brought down
from the station. A life-raft belonging to the Massachusetts Humane
Society had also arrived, together with a wrecking-boat belonging to
the agent of the underwriters, but neither could be used in such a sea.
The day had advanced and it was now near noon. Nothing daunted by
the previous failures Keeper Veeder fired a third line to the wreck. 1t
wags secured by the only sailor in the rigging able to do anything, the two
near him being motionless and apparently dead. He descended to the
deck, passed the line forward outside of the rigging, and after making it
fast to the fore rigging stepped into the forward house and prevailed
upon the man he found there to come to his aid. The second man, who
it was afterwards learned was the mate, had but a short time previous
been seen to emerge from the cabin and rush forward into the house.
These two, with such assistance as could be given them from the shore
by the surfmen and others walking with the line to windward, as before,
and then slacking it into the water, managed to get the breeches-buoy,
which Veeder had attached to the bight of the line. But here came
auother halt; the men upon securing the buoy seemed at a loss what to
do withit. They simply made it fast and then stood for some time watch-
ing the shore as though not knowing what to do next. They finally re-
commenced hauling upon the shot-line in an attempt to reach the whip.
The latter was drawn a part of the way oft when the heavy strain due to
the current bowing it far to the leeward again snapped the small shot-line
in two. Another line was thrown by the station crew as quickly as
possible, but it lodged over the main-topmast stay, between the masts,
some fifty or sixty feet from the deck and too high for them to climb
for it. They were evidently unable to doso. Seeing no attempt made to
reach it Keeper Veeder ordered it hauled back. Assoon as it could be
faked on the sand it was fired again, but it broke in its flight and the shot
was lost. The next time the gun was aimed low, and it lodged the line
across the schooner’s rail. The same two who had hauled the buoy off,
in fact the only living people to be seen on the wreck, now repeated the
operation of hauling, and after a hard and tedious task at last succeeded
in getting the tail-block and making it fast to the mast. The hawser
then followed and the people on shore were breathing freer, thinking
that several, if not all, the shipwrecked crew might yet be saved, when
a now difficulty arose: the whip, where bent to the hawser, was frozen
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so stifily the two men could not cast it adrift. This was necessary to
be done before the gear coulil be operated.  The hawser was, however,
set taut on shore, and when Keeper Veeder found the sailors could not
free the whip he bent the bight of it to a second breeches-buoy, and, by
making signs, succeeded in getting the men to haul it off. It should
be stated that in the meantime, at the urgent entreaty of many in the
crowd, an effort had been made by means of the shot-line, before the
whip was drawn off, and with the aid of oars, to launch the raft,
Veeder and some of his men assisting. The raft was barely more than
afloat when a tremendous sea broke over it, knocked the oars from the
men’s grasp, swept two of the rowers into the surf, and drove the raft,
like a chip, high and dry upon the beach. The two men narrowly
escaped with their lives. But this was no more than Veeder ex-
pected. He saw the utter impossibility of getting off when he yielded
to the clamor of the crowd to make the attempt. It was after this that
the whip and the hawser were sent off. The day was now far spent
and it was almost dark. As the crowd watched the movements of the
two men in the dim light of the evening they at last had the satisfac-
tion of seeing one of them, who turned out to be the mate, Burdick
Berry, the more badly frost-bitten of the two, get into the buoy. It
will be remembered that the bend in the whip had not been cleared.
‘When, therefore, Berry was in readiness his companiou hoarsely shouted
“hanl ashore,” and the work of actual rescue began. The sailor, whose
name is Charles Wulff, slacked in on the off-shore part of the whip,
while those on the beach drew Mr. Berry ashore through the surf.
Willing hands at once wrapped the sufferer in blankets, lifted him into
a carriage that was in waiting, and he was driven rapidly to the station.
The other man, meantime, unaided by any one on board, hauled the
buoy off again and then getting into it himself, he also was brought
safely from the wreck. The life-saving crew and those assisting them
had done their bravest and their best since 8 o'clock in the morning
under the most trying and discouraging circumstances, and by night-
fall had saved but two persons from the schooner. From these two
the sad truth was then learned that the others were beyond human aid;
the rest of their shipmates and Berry’s wife and child were dead. Arriv-
ing at the station the wet and frozen garments of the two men were re-
moved, and with a warm, dry outtit from the box of clothing donated
Ly the Women’s National Relief Association, they were put to bed and
given such attention as was possible until a physician could be sent for
to dress their frost-bitten limbs. As the poor fellows gradually re-
eovered from the effects ot their long exposure and from the shock in-
cident to their terrible passage through the surf, they told more fully,
but in dejected tones, how their comrades had given up one by one to
dic on the very threshold, as it were, of their homes. The first to perish
was the sailor already mentioned who fell overboard upon the breaking
of the shot-line. Two others, Capt. Alfred II. Anderson and one of the
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seamen, had frozen to death in the rigging, the body of the captain drop-
ping overboard, while the other, coated with ice, remained until it was
recovered the next day, when the sea had abated sufliciently to permit
the surf-boat to go off. The other four, including the mate’s wife and
little one, died in the cabin during the forenoon while the efforts for
their rescue were in progress. It is stated that the death of Mrs. Berry
and her child was very affecting. The water in the cabin was waist
deep; in it were the bodies of two men, the steward, & West-Indian
negro, and one of the sailors who had early given up in despair, and in
the midst of this scene of horror, with the farniture and débris swash-
ing from side to side with the rolling of the vessel in the surf, stood the
mate with his child in one arm while with the other he supported his
dying wife who stood beside him in the icy water. The latter, poor
creature, could not withstand such a terrible ordeal, and ere long she
succumbed and died, her parting words to her faithful spouse being,
*“I mast leave you!” ere she lost consciousness. The child at the sight
" of its poor dead mother clung the more closely to its grief-stricken’
father, and in terror lisped out the pati.ctic appeal, ¢ Papa! won’t God
take us ashore ?” It survived the mother but a short time. The dis-
consolate husband and father, now doubly bereft, rushed on deck and
sought refuge in the forward house, where he lay down and doubtless
would soon also have died but for the seaman Wulff, who aroused him
and urged him to do something for their mutual safety. It was he
whom the people on shore had seen emerge from the cabin and run for-
ward as previously stated in this narrative. The two survivors re-
mained at the station and were hospitably entertained for four days or
until sufficiently able to leave for the main-land. Their vessel became
a total wreck. In concluding his report, the officer who investigated
this sad affair says: ¢ No better work under the circumstances could
have been done than Veeder and his crew did that memorable day; and
when it is related that a vessel was wrecked near the Surfside Station
and seven out of nine of her crew perished, it will also be told that the
life-saving crew did their whole duty.”

WRECK OF THE BARK KRALJEVICA.

A pecaliarly tragic wreck, and one that deeply thrilled the dwellers
on the Atlantic seaboard, was that of the Austrian bark Kraljevica,
which occurred on the morning of February 11, 1886, not far from the
Barnegat Life-Saving Station, (Fourth District,) coast of New Jersey.
The bark was a vessel of seven hundred and nineteen tons, bound
from Marseilles to New York with a cargo of salt in bulk, and she had
a crew of fourteen men, the captain included. At the time of her dis-
aster she was running with all sail set before a strong northeast wind.
The thick darkness was greatly increased by a dense fog. An anxious
watch was kept on deck for Barnegat light, but though its splendid
brilliance should have made it visible the impenetrable murk prevented
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the least sign of it from being apparent. The vessel continued to drive
ahead under her ghostly cloud of canvas when suddenly —it was then
half-past 1 o’clock—there was a frightful rebound, a great crash of
breaking wood, and the vessel stood staggering with the water flying
all over her. She had struck on the south side of Barnegat Shoals.

The confusion of harsh noises was instant and great—the swashing
blows of the sea, the violent slatting of the sails, the straining and
creaking of the spars, the groaning and grinding of the hull in the gripe
of the shoal. But above all, the men on board heard the turbulent ir-
ruption of the water below decks, dreadfully signifying that the bottom
was rent and that destruction was entering. There was nothing to be
done but to make preparations for leaving the ship. The long-boat was
got ready. The captain took nothing but his instraments, but at the
last moment went down into the cabin to get some money he had left
there. The influx of the water had now so increased that just as he

,Was entering the ficod burst up the cabin floor and he made haste to
retreat without getting the money. It was evident that the vessel was
breaking up, and the long-boat was at once launched and rowed off
with the fourteen men on board. It was half-past 2 o’clock when
they thus put off from the great slouching bulk lying there aslant in the
fog and darkness with the cataracts sheeting over her.

At that time the sea was moderate and the men made no attempt to
land, but drifted for hours over the dark water, the wind and current,
however, carrying them along the coast and towards the shore. It was
not until the foggy daylight made the beach dimly visible that the head
of the boat was turned in that direction. All went well until they en-
tered the commotion of waters on the bar. This was the second shock of
catastrophe. The boat was suddenly twirled over and over, half a dozen
times in succession, and all hands were engaged in a frantic struggle for
life. Eight of them struck out to swim to the shore and were speedily
drowned. The captain and five of the sailors clung to the capsized
boat, and after a long and desperate struggle to maintain their difficult
hold managed to gain the beach, almost dead with exhaustion, about
half past 8 o’clock.

The point of landing was about a mile below the Ship Bottom Station
and nine miles from the wreck. In the heavy swathing of the fog the
station was not, visible, but presently the forlorn group of shipwrecked
sailors descried the chimney and gable end of a gunner’s hut aboat two
handred yards behind the beach hills. They approached and, finding
the place locked, forced an entrance. To their great joy they found the
hut well supplied with fuel and water, potatoes, corned beef, matches,
and tobacco. A fire was li