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REVENUE MARINE.
18674,

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Rerenue Marine Bureau, November 21, 1872,
Sme: I have the honor to submit the following report of the condition
of the Revenue Marine for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1572, also of
the Life-Saving Service for the same period, together with a statement of
their prescut condition,

REVENUE MARINE.

At the beginning of the year the Revenue Marine consisted of twen

fy-five steam-vessels, (including two steam-launches,) and ten sailing-

vessels, which, with the exception of two steamers upon the lakes,
whose services were not reqnived, were in commission and distributed
along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, and npon the lukes, as follows :

ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS,

The Mosswood, propeller, 140 tons, headquarters at Eastport, Maine,
with eruising-grounds extending from the Saint Croix River to Mount
Desert.

The J. C. Dobbin, schooner, 174 tons, headguarters at Castine, Maine,
with ernising-grounds from Monnt Desert to Rockland.

The Hugh McCulloch, side-wheel steamer, 530 tous, headguarters at
Portland, Maine, with eruising-grounds from Rockland to Portsmounth,
New Hmnpshire,

The Mahoning, propeller, 375 tous, headquarters at Boston, Massa-
chusetts, with cruising-gronnds from Portsmouth to Holmes's Hole.

The Moceasin, propeller, 106 tons, headquarters at Newport, Rhode
Island, with cruising-grounds from Holmes's Hole around Block Island
to Stoningtou.

The Active,schooner, 120 tons, headquarters at New Bedford, M <.
chusetts, with cruising‘grounds extending over Buzzard’s Bay <.l
Vineyard Sound.

The James Campbell, schooner, 140 tons, headquarters at New Lon-
don, Connecticnt, with ernising-grounds from Block Island to Montank
Point and New Huven.

The Northerner, side-wheel steamer, 320 tons, beadquarters at New
York, with ¢rnising-grounds in the inland waters of the collection dis
trict of New York. '

The Vigilant, schooner, 240 tons, headquarters at Philadelphia, Penn.
sylvania, with cruising grounds in waters of the Delaware River aund
Delaware Bay.

The Bronx, side-wheel steamer, 220 tons, headquarters at Baltimore,
Maryland, with crnising-grounds in waters of Chesapeake Bay.

The E. A, Stevens, propeller, 131 tons, headquarters at Newbern,
North Caroling, with crnising-gronnds in waters of Pamlico and Albe-
marle Sonnds.
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2 REVENUE MARINE. :

The William 1L Seward, side-wheel steamer, 200 tons, headguarters
at Wihmington, North Cavoling, with eraising-grounds from Beanfort,
North Caroling, to Georgetown, South Carolina,

The Lacer, schoouer, 120 fons, headguarters ar Chavleston, Sonth
Caroling, with craising-grounds from Georgetown to Saint Helena
Sound,

The Nausemond, side-wheel steamer, 30 tons, headguarters at S
vannaly, Georgin, with emising gronnds trom Saint Helena Sornd io
Brouswick, and oceasionaily as far as Fernandin.

The Lesene, schooner, 120 tons, headguarters at Fernanding, Florida,
with eraisine-gronnds from Brupswick to Jacksonville,

The Resolite, sehooner, 121 tons, headguarters at Key west, Plorida,
with ervising-grounds from Cape Flovida avonud the Dry Tortugas to
Cedar Keys.

The Petrel, schooner, 120 tons, hendguarters at A palachicolin, Flovida,
with crnisinge grounds from Cedar Kevs to Saint Andrew’s,

The Delaware, side-wheel steamer. 530 fons, headgnarters at Mobile,
Alibana, with eruising:rronnds (vom Saint Andrew’s o Biloxi

The Wilderness, side-wheel steamer, 350 tons, headgqrarters at New
Opleans. Lonisinna, with eraising gronnds from Biloxi to Sabine Pass.

The Lelief, schoouer, 120 tons, headguarters at Galveston, Texas,
with eruising-grounds from Sabine Pass to the Rio Grande,

PACIFIC COANT,

The Wayanda, propeller, 437 Yons, headguavters at San Pranciseo,
Californin, with cruising-grounds on the coust o Calilornia.

The Lincoln, propeller, 550 tons, headguarters at Port. Townsend,
Washington Tervitory, with eruising-gronnds i the waters of Puget
Sonnd and on the coast of Washington Territory and Oregon.

The Relinnee, schooner, 2100 tons, headguarters af Sitka, Alaska
Territory, with cruising-grounds on the coast of Alaski.

TUE LAKES, /

The S. 1. Chase, side-wheel steamer, 300 tous, headgnarters ab Oswe-
ero, New York, with eruising-grounds in waters off Lake Ontavio and
Saint Lawrenee River.

The Johu Sherman, side-wheel stemmer, ASS tons, headgnarters at
Cleveland, Ohio, with eruising-grounds in the waters of Lake Erie.

The W, . Fessenden, side-wheel steamery, 477 tons, headquarters a
Detroit, Michigan, with cruising grounds from head of Lake Erie to
and in the waters of Lake Huron.

The A. Johnson. side-wheel steamer, 500 tong, headquarters at Mil-
wankee, Wisconsin, with eruising-grounds in waters of Lake Michigan,

Besides the vessels above named, the following small steamers were
employed in harbor serviee at the ports mned s | ;

The . Hamlin, propeller, 30 tons, at Boston; the Uno and Jasmine,
propellers, 111 tons each. at New York; the Jumes Guthrie, propeller,

105 tons, at Baltimore; the Seareh, steam-laugeh, 135 tons, at Philadel-
phia; and the Discover, steam-lunuceh, 15 tous; at=Savannal,

An examination of this arrangement, the best that conld be made
with the means at hand, will show that the coast from Montauk Point,
at the head of Long island, to Beanfort, North Cavolina, and from Siint
John's River to Cape Florida, and also a lavge portion of the waters ot
Long Island Sound, were entirely unprotected, while the coast extend-
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ing from Cape Flovida to Saint Andrew’s and from Sabine Pass to the
Rio Grande was bat poorly guavded by small schooners illy adapted to
rapid and effeetive outside eruising, too slow to chase up the light fast-

sailing eraft which smugglers employ, ad too anwieldy aud diffienlt of

handling to afford the speedy rveliel which shipwreeled vessels nsually
require.

The completion and admission into the serviee of the Grant, the Thun-
ilton, uand the Colfax during the year has made it pracneable to
supply o Inrge portion of the above named coast with the needed pro-
tection, and the compietion of the vessels now in process of constiuetion
and those for which plans and specifieations are being prepaned will
aiford the means 1o the establishiment of dn unbroken sand elivetive line
of coast-cuard, on the Athantic sea board from the Saint Croix to the Rio
Grande, while giving the Pacilic coast protection adequate to #s present
needs, unless it may be decmed advisable to place a vessel in the
Columbia River,

The lukes are at present amply provided for.

The Grant was stationed at New York. with cruising-cidunds from

Block Island to Great Kgg Harbor: the Hamilton, ai Phitudelplhia, with

cruising-gromuds  from Great Egge Iharbor to Chivcoteague, inelud-
ing Delaware ftiver and Bay, amd the Colfax, at Baltimore, with eruising-
groumds {rom Chincoteague to Hatteras Inlet, inclding Cliesapeake
bay.  This disposition of the new vessels enabled the Department to
trapsfer the Northerner to Key West, which was given cruising-grouinds
from Cape Carnaveral avotmnd the Tortngas to Cedar Keys, and to cover
the waters of Long Island Sound with the DBronx, The Vigilant and
the fysolute,® being relieved and condemned as unfit for the service,
weSRald, \
Two steamers upon the lakes, referred to in your last aunual report as
not being needed, have also been sold,  The Dix, side-wheel steamer, 452
tons, aud the Sherman were seleeted as the proper ones to be thas dis-
posed of) being found upon examination to be in worse condition than
the others, with the exception of the Chase, on Lake Ontario, whose
place could not be supplied with any of the other lake vessels, all being
too large to pass through the locks of the Welland Canal. e
The Perry, side-propeller, 104 tons, which had been Iaid up since De-
cember, 1570, was placed in commission to supply the place of the Dix.
There are, therelore, now in the service 27 steam vessels, ineluding the
Gallatin, (hereafter reterred to,) and the two launches, and eight sailing
vessels, ’ & 5
The following table exhibits the services of the several vessels in come
mission during the last fiseal year:

:'Till' Resolute, after having changed owners several times, was fitted out as a2 Caban

wivateer, taking the nmne of the Pioneer,  She was capiured by the revenne steamer
Muoecasing near Point Jadith, condemned for violation of the 1:--|;[mli1}' lawa, aud seld
hy order of the court. % :
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Statemcnt of sevvices performed by revenne veascls during the year ended Juue 30, 1572,

| gl S [ % 4
IR R oot
at y : Z 41 i3 % g% | 3
Nuames of venarls = Cpe e et — A i
et i 10 S R b S
[ il Eo ke = T bt
£ H === = g t =
a - % = St

A Seboner..{ - 1
Steaer. ) T
', "
12
O
134
2
..... |
U
tirant e Ryva s -
Hamillon eeasicisenans wad]
Hamlin....,. AT 1
dasmline ... . X 2
Jolinson 11
Linealn . 11
MetTulloel ot 4o/ Lath 11}
y miug . . B R ) A - - 1]
Mocensin ... Hes o PR e '.!1_
Momsw oinl : ¥ 1
Notbh 1:1
..... il
0y 1
[HESD T ]’
4
10
T
2
R
Wililornieas , .. A 4 AP | ‘::
T P P R i
TIULAL oo a e s bn dbwasd sl ianns s xtnad anesdds Ml it 219 1,54

The lollowing list contains the names and places of ownership of the
vessels embraced in the column of the foregoing table headed, * Assisted
in distress:”

Schooner O. 1% Biunis, New York,
| Steamer Clara, Philadelphia,
Birig Ll . Cochran, Bucksport, Maine. |
Brie Northern Light, New Bedtord, Massa- |

Ly the ddetive:

Ity the Chaye :

hset s | ; A
5l'lilll(l‘;:l'l' 1.0, Welliden, Philadelphia, ¢ Canallint Cavanaugh, Rochester, New
Sehooner Henry Go Pay, Calaisg, Maine.” York. 3

Schooner Roscins, Boston. | Canalboat Tda O, Sawyer, Rochiester, New
‘astine, Maine, | York. !

Selioner Monutain Bagle, C
:‘k'lu:ulwr J. B, Austin, Philadelphia. U Canalboat  C. P Morey, Oswego, New
York i

Selooner Mapy Jane, Tisbury, Massachu- i o g
2 sSchooner Clyde, Kingston, Ontario,

sobls, rone
bri brie Brauch, Liverpool, Nova | Schoover Adyvaoce, Oswego, N-Yo
’ T;l::::.‘ B RO : ll Sehooner Bob Wilson, Montreal, Canada.

Schooner Bermuda, Picton, N. 8. /
| Schoouer  Datdliman,  Port  Dalliousie,
Canada. 4
Sehvoner Beu Fraukling Sedus Paint.

By the Bronx :

Seliooner Model, Christield, Maryland, )
.‘-::l|:nnu-r Saruh and Sophia, Baltimore, Sehooner J. A, Clark, Port Dalhousie,
Sehooner W. D, Hilton, Jursey City, NoJJ | Canada, ; )
Schooner Sarab Jane, Cherrystone, Vie- | Schooner Olivin, Torontoe, Ontario.

ginia. | Schooner Alpeua, Alpena, Michigan.
schivoner Saco, Havre de Grace, M, t
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Schooner American, Three-Mile Day, New
York. : .
Schooner Mary, Three-Mile Bay, XNew

York.

By the Colfax :

Bark Stella, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia,

Bark Nordboen, Grimstall, Norway,

Brig Ketnrah, Plymouth, Englaud.

Brig Mary, Palermo, Maine.

Birige Muguie, Daltimore. .

Selivoner 8. 5. Lewis, Rockland, Matne.

Brig Gladiator, Halitax, N. 8.

United States Light-ship.

British Brig Caroni.

Sloop Helen, New Castle, Del.

Schovner Luey Keeler, Welltleet, Mussa-
chusetis,

British Bark City of Hamilton, Loudon,
England.

By the Camplell :

Schooner E. W. Day, Pembroke, Maine,

Schooner Eva, Norwich, Conneeticut.

Schooner Hathaway, Darustable, Massa-
clisetis,

Schooner Brandy wine, Wilingron, Dela-
Wil

Steamer Wallace, New York.

By the Delaware

British brig Teazer,

Schooner Telumal, New York,

Ship W. A, Campbell, Thomaston, Maine,

Ashit-louse sehoouer Magnolin.

Liglhit-house schoouer Florida.

Light-house schooner Maguolin, (sccomd
fime.)

Ship Monut Washington, New York,

Light-house schooner  Magnolia, (thivd
tige,)

Sehooner Tampico, New York.

Brig I I Gove, Camden, Maine.

Sclooner  Tampico, New York, (sccond
tinie.)

Schouner Polaris, United States Engineers,

trie John M. Buarns, Boston.

Revenue entter Peteel,

Brig J. W. Huut, Rockland, Maine,

Ly the Doblin :

British schooner Spow Bind, Saint John,
New DBranswick,

British schooner Russinn Counsellor, Saint
Johing, New Brunswick, *

By the Fessewden :
‘chooner Excbange, Clevelaul, Obio.

British steamer Dismarek, Saint Catha- | g 000w o Barry, Nova Scotia.

1+ Sehwoner T, W, All

rines, (0, W,
Schooner  Willinan
Ohiv.

Wallace, Cleveland,

Ly the Hamlin :

-‘:«’uhlu:lwr Alice B, Grace, Saint George,
Maine.

MARINE. B
By the Guthric

Sloop Clio, Elkton, Maryland.
By the Jasmine 2

French brig Jeanue, Havee, Franee.
Steamer Westleld, (lerry-boai, ) New Yo ks

Dy the Johwson @
Sebooner iy, Chicage, TH.

. mier Bandger State, Buttalo, N, Y.
Sehooner Mollie, Butbalo, N2 YL

C Bark 1L C Winslow, Detvoit, Mich,

Sehooner Levaut, Clideago, 1,

g Cavtwright, Chicago, LI
Sehooner inois, Chicago, T,
Schooner Dan Tindall, Chivago. L
Sehooner Lanvel, Chicago, HL
Steamer (_'il'\' ol Madison, Clieago, Hl.
Schooner Toledo, Milwankee, Wis,

By the Lincoln :

Sleop Francis, Port Townsendd, Washing-
tun Tervitory,

Bark General Cobb, Sun Franeciseo,

Ship Huttie L Beese, San Praneisco.

Schooner Solita, Coupeville, Washington
Territory.

Ship Georges, New York,

Ship Mavmion, San Franeiseo,

Sehooner Page, Port Ludlow, Washington
Territory

Sehouner - Experiment, Port Townsewd,
Washington Tervitory,

Bk Mwethyst, San P

Sehooner WL HL Myers, san Francisco.

Sehooner Experinient, 1 Townsewd,
Waslungton Territory, (sceond time,)

I~

Ly the MeCalloch :

=ehooner Mahoren, Millbrilee,
Ship Rochester, Hath, Maine.
Picked np wrecked sail-boat.
Schooner Ciyde, Manchester, Mass,
Schoouer Hunmboldt, lnllilpnlr. Madiie,
Schooner Elizalieth, ——, M .
Schooner More Light, Calais, Maioe.
Selwoner \‘irlul‘_\‘. Ellsworth, Maiue.
Schooner X T, Howe, Searsport, Maiue,
British sehponer Bmily 8., Saint Johns,
New Druuswick.

Maine,

Ity the Mahowing :
Eulish steawmer Tripoli, Glasgow,
Sebooner Splemdid, Boston.
Surveying schiooner.
Schooner Marylamd, New York,
British sehooner Wilild Huuter, SaintJolins,
New DBrunswick.

1, Dennysville, Maine.
Sehooner Walton, Richmond, Maine,
Ik Warren Hallett, Doston, ‘
Schioooner Cyvosure, Camiden, Maine,
Bk Murviaun, Boston.

Beitish schooner Shovelfull,




Sehiooner Pear), Saint George, Maine,
~ Bchooner Calitornia, Kennebouk, Malne,
Bark Norah, DBoston,
- Ship Volanteer, Boston,
British ship  Republie, Yarmonth, Nova
Seolin,
Bark Harrishurg, Boston.

Brauswick.

By the Moccuasin :
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| Steamer San Autonio, Wilmington, Dela-

wiare. -
Bark Caro, Bucksport, Maine.
Steamer City of Honston, New York,
Brig Etta M. Tucker, Porthund, Maine.

| Diriyg Cyelone, Boston.
1 | British hark Kildare,
British sehooner Lda L, Saint Joling, New |

scliooner Mary Lonisa, Bueksport, Maine. |

Yaucht Joscphing, Fall River, Mussachu- |

setts.

sloop  Charlotte, Providenes, 1Rhode
Tskanul.

Sehooner  Montezuma,  Provineetown,
Massachuselts

Slaop.Olive, N -w!mrl. hiotke Tshaned,

Seliponer M
Schoonier Jobn 3, Traey, St George, Maine,
Scliooner Gov. Goodwin, Portstwoutiy N, H.
Brig Lanpanee, New York,
Sehiooner Hunter, Dighiton, Massachusetts,
Sloop America, Rockport, Massachisetta.
Brig Elsey, Pictou, N, B,
Schooner Ilaho, Freeport, Maine.
 Brig M. C. Rosevelt, Portsionth, N 1L
~ Brig Reporter, Bueksport, Maine,
- Bark Union, Now \'ursi.
Selhooner Mudesiy, Derby, Couneetlent.
Selooner Young America, Newport, R 1
British  brigg  Branch, Cornwallis, Nova
Seolin, X A
Steamor Metropolis, Newport, R, L
schooner 1 1. Ruaymond, Fall River, Mass,

+ Foss, Portsmwonth, N. 11,

Biy the Mossicood

Sehponer Benita, Boston,
Sehiooner Nightingale, Eastport, Maine,
schooner Island Belle, Eastport, Muine.
Sehooner Majestic, Jonesport, Maine.
Schooner Croton, Saint George, Maine,
Schooner Sea Plgeon, Calais, Maine.
Brig F.J. Mereynan, New York.
Sehooner Gazelle, Pebroke, Maine,
Sehooner Venns, Doaston,
Sehooner T W, Allen, Dennysville, Maine.
Selwoner Fame, Eastport, Maine,
Selwoner Peunater, Westport, Nova
Scolin
Brig pidarie, Sant Johus, New
Brunswick.

D Picked - up

Sehooner Saral Gardoer, Saint George, |

Maine.
Sehooner Saliwaly, Jonesport, Maine.
Sehvoner Spartel, Pembroke, Maine,

Ity the Northeruer :
French birig Jeaune, Havre, France.
Brig N. A, Williams, New York.
Selivoper Stranger, Elizabethport, N, J,
Bark Ellen Morrison, New Bodford, Mass,
Dy the Nansemoud

Ship John Patten, Bath, Maiue, .

British ship Margaret, Liverpool.
British ship Wanbledon, Liverpool.
Steamer Montgomery, New York.

Iiy the Petrel

Sehooner Rinaldo, Pensacola, Florida.
Sehooner Jett Borden, Koy (West, Florida,

Ly the Lescue:

Stenmer City of Houston, New York.
Beige =, 8, Wordsworth, Eastport, Maine.
enpsized  sail-boat Flora,
Fermnndina, Fl
S Hervey Seavey, Bangor, Maine,
British bark Woodbine, saint Jolins, New
Brunswick.
Biritish brie 8
Nowva Seotin.,
Steaner Fauny Fern, Jacksonville, Fla.

. F. Hollwook, Yaroutl,

Liy the Belignee:

Brig T WL Lucas, San Frausico,

Ly the Relief :
Sehooner Crinotine, Gulveston, Texas.
By the Racer :

Pritish burk Rhiea Sylvia, Maitlind, Nova
Seotin.

Ship M. Bowker, Brumswick, Muine.

British  ship - Julin, Yarmonth, Nova
Reotin,

Brig Georgia, Baltimore.

Iy the Stecens :
Steamer Ellen 8. Terry, Hartfori, Con-
necticnt,
Steamer Zodiae, New York.
Sehooner D W, Sannders, New York.
Steamer Zodine, New Youk, (second time.)
Sehooner  Racliel A. Edwards, Washing-
ton, District of Columbin.
United - States  Coast-Survey
Arago.”
Sehooner, A. C. Leverett, New York.

steamer

Sehwoner Delmar, New  Burne, North
Carolina.

United * States  Const-Survey  schooner
Hotzel.

Selooner €. A, Johnson, Washington, Dis-
triet of Columbia.

ﬂ_-} the Soward :
Steamer Waeeamnw, Wilmington, North

Carolion.
Sehooner Alliance, Philadelphis.
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Novwegian briz Saskiwmaron, Friedlaud,
Norway.

Sehooner lowa, Wilmington, North Caro-
lina.

Prussian bark Willy and Ennny, Stellern,
Lrermany.

Selponer Luola Murehison, New York.

Steamer Bencefactor, New York,

1ty the Sherman :

Sehooner Eliza Cavoline, |'.1"ll'pul‘l. Ohin.
Sehoouer Pearl, Faivport, Ol

By the Wilderuoss:

Steansbip Mavgavet, Thavann.
Selwoner sl Belle.

-]
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By the Wayande

Bark Nicholas Biddle. San Pravcisen.

Freneh bark Uraniv, Bordeaas, Franee.

Ship Camilla, Boston.

ship Titan, Boston,

Sehoouer Ida Plorenes, Suu Franeisen,

Ship Flying Eagle, Boston.
schouner Echo, Sun Frauciseo.

By the Resolule

Beitish bark  Novton, Saint John, New
Brunswick.

. Dy the Vigilaut :

Tug Christinn, (Auznst 1a; 1531}

The following ave the names of vessels assisted in distress reported
for the quarter ended September 50, 1372

e Bronx:

Sloop Margaret, of Orient, Loug Islawd,
Sloop Uilor, of New Haven.

By the Campbell
sehooner Nettie Cushing of Maine,
By the Colfue:

Ship Hoyal Cliarlie, from Androssan.
Brig L. L. Widsworth, of Muine.

By the Chose:
Biarge Martin, of Montreal.
Sehouner Cortez, oft Oswego, Now York.
schooner Mudeirn, Oswego, New York,

Ly the Dobilin :

Seliooner Plebe Aun, of Brooksville, Me.
Sehooner Watson Baker, of Denins, Mass.

By the Fosscuden :
Steamer Shermun, of Detroit, Michigan.
By the Guthric:
Two capsized sail-bouts.
Schvoner Levering, of Baltimore.
Steamship Faleon, of Baltimore,

By the Humilton 2

Schivoner Jesse Wilson, nl: Philadelpliia,
PennsyIvania. i

By the Delwirare:

Steamer BElla May, of New Orvleans.
Spanish brig Observation.

Sehooner George Peabiody, off Baltimere.

Sehooney Ishd Uiy, of Boston,

sehooner J, & and Lo G, Adams, Great P
Larhor, New Jersey.

Stemmer Annde, of Mobile, Aabama,

Ui Clytee, of Svearspoit, Matoe.

By the MeCalloch :

Stepmer Katalding of New York,
Sehooier Evangeline, of Mount Desert,
Sehooner Antelope, of Tiverion, KL L
sehwoner Majestie, of Gouldshorongh, Me.

Ly the Muosswoud :

Steamer New England, of Massachusetts
and Maine.

British schooner Gipsey, of Saint Johu,
New Brunswick.

Steanwer Norwich, of Calais, Maine.

Liy the Juhuson =

Seow S Dind, of Cli o,
Barze Wymning, of Gramld Haven, Mich.
Sehooner York State, of Ashtabula, Ohio.

By the Lincolu :
Ship Isaae Jeans, of Seabeek, Washington
Tertitory.
Bark Dublin, of San Franeisco.
Stemmer Liliby, off Seattle, W.T.
Tug Golial, of Port Gamble, W, T,
By the Perry:
Sehooner Wil Rover, of Cleveland, Olio,

Ly the 'etrel &

Steam-tig Ella May, of Mobile.
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Liy the Lacer: Sehooner Emma Pu Douglass, of Wil

¢ ton, Delaware,

Schooner Marin C, Frye, of Now York.

Spaiish brig Jesus Maria and Joseph.
Yacht., Aty
By the Storeus @
Iy the Mahoning : g v

7 Sehvoner Delaware, of New Berne, No
Schooner Saraliu, Bright, of Cawden, New Carolin. ; s b

Jersey,

iy the Seieard :
By the Mocoasin ;
Bark George 8 Hunt, of Bueksport, Miine.
Bteamer Wilmington, of Philudelphia, scliooner Sarah Braen, of Pliiladelphia.
Pennsydvania,

Yaolit Tidal Wave, of Now Yark.
Yacht Columbia, of New York. 2 -
Sehooner SavaliJ. Bright, of Camden, New  Yacht Lilly May, of New York.

Jl‘l'm'.\'. (secoml tine)
Stemmer Metis,® of Noew York.
it Diintless, New York.
British Larlk “l'.‘«]H'lII“. of Saint Amlrew's Schooner Linda, of New Orleans.

Nova Scotia.

By the Uno:

Ly the Wilderacss :

By the Wayanida
By the Nansemond : Capsized sail-boot
Yacht Red Cloud.
Schooner Mary Dideo, of San Franeiseo,
Schooner Golden Flecee, of San Franeisco,
Ship Hamilton, of Boston, Massachnsetts,

Sehooner Doiia Auna, off Newport, R, L
By the Northe raer s

Schooner Alvira, off Millville, Now Jersey. Total, 63,

In addition to their regular dutics, several of the vessels have ren-
dered valuable special serviees in vivions ways, as shown by the follow-
g statement, compiled from the reports of commanding ollicers,

THE BRONX.

O duly S0th, 1872, a dighter lnden with petrolewm had canghit fire, and
having passed up through Hell Gate was rapidly dvifting towards the
docks of Port Moreis, 0 mass of tlames, when the Bronx cowing up
attached hose to ber pumps, and playing apon her own wood-work suid
crew while they were engaged in the work, suceceded on the second
attempt in diopping the port anchor into the burning wass and deagoed
it tto the middle of the stream, thns saving the docks and adjacent
property, and probably the town, from destraetion.

THE FESSENDEN.

~ On the 11th of October, 1871, this steamer was Iving at Detroit, when
tiformation was veeeived by telegraph that the inhabitants of the west.
ern shore of Lake Huron were being dreiven into the lake by the fives
raging in that locality. The vessel at onee steamed for Port Huron to
render any assistance that might be needed.  On areival at the port i
quantity ol provisious and elothing was taken on; board, and 2 course
shaped up the lake shore,  An open boat containing seventeen persons

Lt A L O il = siads TP LR s T MO
_ T0u the oceasion of the Metis disaster the steamer Moceasin resened from drown-
ing furty-soven pevsons, anil recovered the bodies of seventees who ol perished. The
oflicers amd erew having nearly dennded themselves in furuishing coveriung and warmth
£ the sufierers, many of whom were nearly naked, Hou, Waillinw Spragie, of the
United States Senate, generously presented every wan attached to the Moceasin with
an entire new suit of elothes,
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in a very destitute condition was picked up, and the wants of these
sufterers attended to.

Continning np the lake the smoke became very dense and made
navigation dangerous, obscuring the Lkunl and peints by which the
conrse of the vessel could be diveeted. At White Roek the steamer
Huron was spoken, which reported that all the ports above !uul been
visited by her, and all the sufferers that could be found picked np.
Steamed at onee for Port Huron. ;

On the 12th of October a large gquantity of supplics was taken in and
the vessel stavted again up the lake. The smoke was still thielc amd &
constant use of the lead was requived in sounding to ascertain the posi-
tion of the vessel, aud great watehfuloness: bat, uu:willm;nyliﬂ;: every
preciation, the steamer stroek apon an unseen roek. The foree o the
blow eansed the vessel to rebound, and, as it were, 1o jump into deep
witter, withont further injury than damage to the radder and stevi-post.
L spite of this diftfienity of navigation the steamer reénched Port Austin
andd: landed a portion of her cargo; but the density of the smoke so in-
creased that alter leaving this port it was found impossible Inblll;llil' any
further attempts, consistently with a due regard for the safety of ‘the
vessel, to reach other ports upon the bold rocky shore of this loeality.
Accordingly the ship was put about and ran for Port Huron, which was
reached in safety.  Upon arrivaly a telegram wis received from the Sce-
retary of the Treasury, directing the vessel to report to the collector of
customs at Port Huron for duty in aiding swilerers by lire along the
lake shore.

On the 15th of Qctober another Invge quantity of supplies was shipped,
and o third time the steamer stavted along the lake shore, veaching
White Rock and Rock Falls, and distributing supplies. At night, while
steeriniy for Povt Hope, o thick fog closed ing ad compelled the vessel
to be bronght to anchor, Fog continning the next morning, the posi-
tion of the vessel was asecertained by sending out a boat, and by this
nicans the diveetion of Port Hope was aseertained, and the remainder
of the stores landed there. Thenee the Fessenden went to New River
to ascertain the condition of the people thiere, concerning whom consid-
cerable anxicty was lelt; then returned to Port Haron.

Again took a load of stores, and left for the lake-shore on the 21st of
October.  The smoke was still thick, and inereased so mueh as soon to
wake it dangerous to run the vessel, consequently she was brought to
aichor ol Point anx Bargques.  The smoke Jifting in the afternoon,
anchor was weighed, and the course diveeted to Huron City, where, the
pier being found entively burned up, 2 Landing could not be effected,
and supplies were carried to other harbors, at New River, Port Haope,
Rock Falls, White Rock, and Richmondyille.  Then returned to Port
IHurou. :

The filth time supplies were taken in, and in spite of the smoke,which
still smade navigidion obsceure, the steamer maule o safe voyage, landing
her cargo at Port Hope, Rock Falls, White Rock, and Riclimondville,

On the Tth of November, in complinnee with the request ot Governor
Baldwin and the velief committee, the Fessenden took in tow the scows
Storm, Kvergreen, and Carlew, all deeply laden with stores for the des-
titute suflferers, and took them from Detroit to Port Harvon.

Oun the 15th took the scheoners E. G. Purrington and 11, T. Merry,
loaded with hay and lnmber, from Detroit to Lake Huron, ;

The whole distance steamed in performancs of these services wis
1246 miles.
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THE GUTHRIE.

Bl'l\l’l‘f'll July 5, 1871, and May L1, 1872, the Guthrie rendered services
to the Light-House Establishment on eight occasions.

TIIE JOLNSON,

- About the 1st of August, 1871, by order from the Departinent, issued
upon application of the United States District Attorney for Western
Alichigan, dated July 18, 1871, the Johuson conveyed that officer and
the Marshal of his district from Milwankee to Beaver Island} in the dis-
trict of Western Michigan, and assisted them in the enforcement of the
law. These oflicers had, on a previous visit, been defied and driven off
the island by lawless persons when attempting to tale possession of
personal property and arrest a person under due process.  The property
had been taken from the ofticers by foree, and the person reseued,  On
this occasion, with the assistance of the steamecr, the leaders in the se-
dition were arvested and earried to Grand Haven, Michizan, for trial,
Captain Evans reports that in subsequent visits to this islind he found
reason to believe that the people were wholesomely impressed with the
importance of law-abidivg in the future.

In September of the same year i scientific party from the Smithsonian
Lnstitution at Washington, 1. (%, was taken on board by permission of
the Seeretary, and assisted inevery possible way in fulfilling their pnrpose
of obtaining soundings and dredging in the deep waters in varions parts
of the lake. This party was engaged in the performance of duties as-
signed by Professor 8. 1, Baird, United States Commissioner of Fishoand
Tisheries,  The assistance afforded them did not interfere with the rew-
ular duties of the vessel.  Thissteamoer was called upon at four difterent
times during the mouths of October and November, 1871, to render as-
sistance in carrying supplies to destitute sufforers by fires in Chicago,
Western Michigan, and Northern Wisconsin, '

On Monday, the 9th day of October, intelligence rexached the vessel,
then at Racine ILarbor, Wisconsin, that the city of Chicago was in
flames,  Orders were given to have steam ready, and without delay the
Jdohuson steamed out of the harbor, shitping o course southward along
the land, and running slowly against o strong gnle from the south, with
heavy seia. Notwithstanding the wind wind sea, the vicinity of Chicago
wis reached in'seven hours,  While at a distance of seveenl miles, five
or six, at least, to leeward of the contlagration, sparks of five dropped
upon the decks, compelling a change ol course of the vessel to the
castward to avoid this danger. -As soon as ont of range the course
was changed to the sonth again, and finally the steamer was anchiored
about a mile and a half from the light-house to await daylicht. It was
still blowing & gale, and the sight of the terrible contlagration was sub:
lime. Belore it was quite day auchor was weighed, aud the vessel
steamed into the river. IMloating timbers from the bridges and other
structures destroyed by the fire clogeed the stream and endangered the
vavigation, The obstructions caused by the wreck of the bridges com-
pelled the ship to turn aside into the first basin below the light-house,
where she was moored.  Here were met the unfortunate sufferers who
had been driven to this spot while flecing from the flames on the Sun-
day evening previous, and bhad taken shelter in olil shanties rudely con-
structed of dry-goods boxes, &e.  These people had not tasted food for
over thirty-six hours, and were shivering with cold. They were fed
with everything the vessel could afford. Offieers and men tunited in
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their efforts to provide reliefy all cheerfully parting with sueh provisions
as they had in their messes, and cooking aml distributing them,

Duoring this day and the following the Johnson remained at her moor-
ings. and every-possible endeavor was made to render assistanee,  Great
piles of coal were on fire in the vicinity, but the vessel’s hose was found
to be too short to reach them. One of the Government life boats was
saved, and turned over to the inspector of customs,

On the morning of the 12th the vessel lelt Chicago and steered for
Michigan City; thence along shore to the north, passing Saint Joseph,
Sangatuck, and Holland.  The whole country was observed to be on
five along the lake shore from Michigan City to Grand Haven, which
was reached before dark on that day. ; 4
Early -the next day Collector H. C. Ackley and several intluential
citizens of Gramd Haven gave information of thedestroction of Manistee
by fire, stating that the people there were suffering from lack of food
and clothing, and reguesting aid, as no vessel could be proenred to go
to their immediate relief. Complinunee was given without hesitation,
il the ship prepared to reccive supplies, the view being taken that the
circumstances were extraordinary, and that this action would be iir ae-
cordance with the wishes of the Departinent.

At 9.30 o’clock that evening the Johnson left Grand Iaven, having
on board several car-loads of provisions, clothing, &c., donated by citi
zens of Grand Rapids+to citizens of Manistee.. The steamer arrived at
Manistee next morning, (October 14,) although the air was so thick with

- smoke at times, all the way from port to port, that an object could

with difticulty be seen twenty rods off.  The avrival of the vessel was
unexpected, and was to the distressed people as o merey from IHeaven.
Their gratitude was fervent and genuine. !

After discharging cargo the steamer proceeded thence along the land
to the south, the weather being still thick with smoke, as the whole
country was on fire. At 8 o’clock p. m. of the Lith, when within three
miles of Grand Haven, the heavy gale from the south inereasing to a
hurricane, with rain and bail, the vessel was forced away from port.
and compelled to seek an ofting.  Next morning she had ten or twelve
miles ofting, and the wind changed from south to west. Throughout
this fearful storm the vessel and machinery worked well, and the ship
took in no water except through the hatehways.,  After the gale mode-
ated, she shaped a conrse for Milwaukee, and arrived at evening.

On the 31st, after repairing boiler and machinery and taking in a
cargo of supplies for the suflerers in Dpor County, Wiscousin, the John-
son sailed at 3 a. m., passing Port Washington without effecting a land-
ing, the sea ran so high, and reached Sheboygan at noon.  She left this
place November 1, having taken on board a quantity of potatoes, and
proceeded, against a strong wind from the northeast, toward the burnt
distriet, At Manitowoe she took in more supplies, and ran on north-
ward, passing Twin Rivers, and arrived at the pier of Two Crecks
before dark.  Here about one-eighth of the cargo waslanded and turned
over to the local relief committee. -

At daylight of the 2d the vessel cast lobse and steamed northward,
arriving at Kewaunee, and discharging a large portion of the cargo;
thence to Anapee, or AVolf River, delivering some goods there; thence
along shore to Horn Pier, where were landed the last of the supplies.
Returned south to Sheboygan at ouce.

November 3d went in search of the Levant; returning to Milwaukee,
coaled ship and went out again to rescue the Courtwright, on shore
near Kewaunee, but failed to save her.
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On the 15th November the Johnson sailed from Milwaukee with
another load of supplies, and, proceeding along shore northward acainst
a northeist gale and suow-storm, reached Sheboygan and took o
more supplies,  She left there on the 16th, and ran northward, stopping
at Manitowoe, and arrived a second time at Two Creeks and dischireed
cargo there, and also at Kewaunce, Anapee, and Horn Pier, 'WRiIt‘.
returning to Sheboygan she made a lruitless attempt to save the water-
logued sehooner Hlinois.

Again left on the 19th, with supplies from the people of the town of
Holland, in Wisconsin, to thugpeople of the town of Hollund, in Michi-
gan,

On thet 2240, meeting with heavy weather on the lake, the starhoard
guard was tound to be working badly, and it being considered nnsafe to
]ll'l.ll‘('l:l.] toward Grand Haven, the steamer retirned to Milwaukee, and
transterred her cargo to Engleman’s line of steamers.  This ended the
]illlll_l'h' ol the season, as winter had set in. The quantities of supplies
cartied amounted to 2,153 barrels and other packages.

TIE LINGOLN.

From September 28th to October 2d, 1871, took General Canby, com”
manding the Department of the Columbia, from Port Townsend o San
Juan, Seattle, iud Olympin, on tour ol inspection,

On November 16th, 1871, conveyed Messrs. Lamson, Blliott, and Wil-
loughby, of the United States Coast Survey, with new buoy, to Part-
ridge Banlk, and assisted in ]_l]'.l.{til{g buoy in position.

THI MOCCASIN,

On July 13th, 1871, removed dangerons obstraetion (portion of wreck

ol sunken schooner Charles) off point Judith, .

AL various times in Angust aud September, rendered assistance to
Professor Buird and  party, {from  Smithsonian Institution in making
seicntific investigations. g

On August 181, 2d, and 3d, assisted in relaying submarine cable
across Vineyard Sound.

TIHIE MeCULLOCH,

On Junuary Slst, 1872, set a spar-buoy on Simms’ Rock, ot Petit
Menan,

On September 10th, 11th, and 12th, rendered assistance to the Maine
Historieal Society in making archicological investigations at Monhegan
and Damariscove,

THE MOSSWOOD.

On August Lith, 1871, assisted M. 'Tilton, Commissioner of Marine, &e.,
of the Canadian Government, in loeating sites for light-honses on Bliss
and Wolf' Islands.

On various oceasions in months of July, August, and September,
1872, assisted Professor Baird and party, ot the Smithsonian Institution,
in making scientific investigations. A

THE NUI!TiIHI!;\'ER.
The Northerner was employed from 7th to 12th December in assist-

ing Internal Revenue Oflicers in enforcement of the laws at New York
and Brooklyn.
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TiIE PETREL.

Oun July 16th, 1872, the Petrel was employed in assisting the United
States Marshal in enforeing the laws.

THE RELIANCE.

Oup Seplember 12th, 1872, received on board Captain 1L 8, Thays and
one seaman of the American whaling-ship Criole, and Captain I S,
darker and one seaman from the Engzlish whalingshap Japan, (they
having lost their vessels in the Arvetic Ocean,) and conveyed them from
Unalaska to Sitka,

TIE SHERMAN.

On the 16th of October, 1871, information being veceived on ool the
Sherman that there was muoeh saffering among thie people along the
shores of Luke Huron, the vessel got under way, and stenned ap to
Detroit, .

On the 17th Collector Jerome, of that port, aml two members of the
relief committee eame on board, and requested that the Shevman pro-
ceed to Port Huron and take on board food and sapplies for the
sufferers, many of whom were actoally starving,  In complines with

" their request, the steamer proceeded to Port Huoron the afternoon of

the same day, and commenced receiving the stores collected, the erew
working until Iate at night. At 10 p. m. Hou, O, M. Conger, M, C.,
Collector Jerome, and several members of the veliel eommitiee, came on
board for the trip. At midnight, haviog taken on board all the supplies
the vessel could conveniently carry, about 700 barrels in bulk, she got
under way, and proceeded nup the lake for Port Austing where  the
stores were greatly needed.  When off' Point aux Bargues i heavy gale
trom the novthwest struck the vessel, and the sea running high, it was
found impracticable to land at Port Austine The ship  therefore
stesned tor White Rock, where the anchor was cast as near the shore
as the sifety of the vessel would permit, and there was Linded, at great
risk, i considerable quantity ol the cargo by means ol boats,  The peo-
ple represented themselves as being in a very destitute condition.

The steamer next procecded to Rock Falls, where the same want and
suffering existed, and Landed sueh supplies and food as sutliced for im-
medinte requirements,

The gale and sea having sufliciently abated to make a landing prac.
ticable at Port Austing the vessel returned to that place and landed the
remainder of her cargos; thenee returned to Port Huron, arviving on
the 19th of October, having steamed S19 miles.  Immediately atter, the
Sherman returned to Cleveland, and resumed the usual dutivs on the
24th,

On the 26th of the same mouth, by dircetion of Colleetor Wiatmough,
ol Cleyvelaud, another cargo of supplies and provisions was shippued,
about 00 barvels in bulk, being as wmuch as could be carvied in the then
condition of the vessel, and at daylight of the 27th the steamer ot under
way, Two members of the reliel committee aceompanied the steuner
on this trip.

A gale from the northwest, with a heavy sea, was met upon Lake
Livie, and on account of the severity of the weather the vessel delayed
overnight at Detroit. At daylight of the 25th steamed to Port Huron,

and discharged a portion of the stores, to be forwarded by hnd, they
being destined for a settlement at some distinee from the lake shore,
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The weather improving, the Shevman started at midnight of the 20th
and steamed up Lake Hvon, reachimg Port Hope at daylight. s

Bunelinge fomd aund elothing 3 thenee procecided (o Rock Falls and left

supplies: thenee to White Rock, and with difliealty sot a quantity of

the earzo ashore, the sea ranning high at the time Learning at this
pliace that the people in and around Ricliwondville were in great need
provecied 1o that place and Tanded the vemainder of the sapplies thenee
returned o Detroit, where it was discoverad that the viadder of the
stesiner was sphit and il Seccived other damage doving the ernise.
On the 50th returned to Clevelimd, having stesmed 356 miles on this
Vovige,

T SEWARD,
On April 27, ISE2, furnished transportation to 1L Lo Whiting, Assist-
ant United States Coast Sarvey, on tour of inspection, ;

Asalinsteating the great fmprovement whieh, it is elaimed, has been
made in the serviee daving the pust two years, and whicel is herealter
explained, I give s comparative statement ot the seeviees rendered by
revenue vessels (exclusive of those of a special matnre, which eannot e
caRily aseertained) for each year from 1560 1o 1870, inclusive, with
those vendered o the List fiseal yearyas given above,  The statement is
wade by cadendar years, beease the information appens to e more
casily obtainable in that form, being taken trome the last annual veport
ol y predecessor, as there ;;i\'\t'll. ;

AT y Noalstold i Seiged vr | Milea
tlistrvas repmrtied, | mailial, exatiined,

|
Doaided awd ) Lives
| omaved,

Tolal. .. . L

Averige per yoeur 2o ) . (LR
Figcad your coded Jdvine o, 1552

Ltis proper to say that LIOL ¢f the LA9O1 vessels seized or veported
for the violation of vevenue Low in the List fisepl vear were returaed by
thee dasmine and Do the two New York hirhae boats, which, until last
year, nuude o returns g bat, leaving this nuniber oat of the aceount,
there rewain 195, being wore than three timas the number seized and
veported in any previons year, aond more thau four times the averaae.

The veports for the fiest giaeter of the earvent fiseal year indieste
greab improvement even over the asty. They-zive the number of vessels
assisted b distress daving the months of .Taly, Nugast, and September.
as 6 the number seized or veported tor violation of law, 5395 the
namber of miles sailed, 57,8501 the number of vessels boarded sund ex-
amined, 10,502 0 o the number o lives saved, 77,

O The vunntngg expenses ol the serviee for the fiseal year were
F50.210 81, being S 100776.62 Tess than those of the previous year, saud
3 A Jess than the amount appropriated.
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the serviee lave been as ol

Sinee Inil the expenses ol susta
Tows:
For fisexl yvear ended—

Jnue © June 0, foil ]
June B TTTTERR T Eord e L |
June Jun = T |
June Jisgie =

Provions to 1864 the vost of maintaining the Heveaue Cudier sopviee
cannot well e ascechiined, aeconnts of the saiae not faviag becir keps
sepaviie fvom the general expenses of colleeting the reveidiv,

Althoned there s been o steandy deereass i expeeises oa
vealr stiee 1565, as sl }r.\ the above staleneend, the 4

P
tween hose of the last yene amd the preceding one considembly execeds
the veducetion of ali the intervening vears,

The inereased-efiicieney and deereased eost abiove showi e priiee-
padly due Lo eareying into elfeet, as Liras prateticable, Che rcennniennlae

tions of the speelil commission convened by youe ovder (T PR Tt
whose report wits approved aud sabiitted to Congiess Min 2i, InTi,
anel to e strier entoreement of the revised regnbations prowsieated
August 1, 1571 which has elleetesd thorongh yeorzanization of e
serviee. )

At-tie tine the commission made their report the aegregate foik
irployved in the service was 9208 Tons. Thin they regarded as vy
than neeessiary, nd proposed a redaetion.,

Amongs the vessels were i nmber ot L
constantly reguiving expensive repaivs, seve -
some aud compiivated nuehinery vequiving great expeaditivee of Tabwi-
artors, sitnd Luiters that were too small, neeessitoig a bge constptiog
of fiel, withont produeing an ordipary or vesuboe rate of speed. They
were of hievy denehit, and sot adupted o the vequivements of revetiie
vesselas Theses togethier with the poorer off the sailing vessels, they
recontmended to e disposed ol s soon as proper vessels could B sab
stituted for thenn, An appropriation ol #500,000 il been auade for
the consiruction ol pew vesselse They vecommemded o addirion an
appropaidiion of =200000 mneadly for two o vears, whiceh, with the
atuottul abieady appropriated and the procecds of the <ithie ot thie vesseis
displaced by the new ones, they estimated wonkd enable the Depar
went o ciieer o sedietion in toumage oft 2,000 tons, while whliining
vessels betrer suited to the serviee reguived of them and less expeisive
to maiiiain,

The watier imving been properiy repiesented to Congress,
priated the =300.0000 whicl Jad u the mean time been caitied o the
sirpdits dniud wder the operation of the Gt section ol the et ot Jdady
12, 08700 10 ko, by et of Marel Sy 1571 made the divst annusd apoio-
PrEtion of 20000, and by act of June 10, 1872 the seeond,

With e =300600 Tiave been built Tour fvon stemers : thie L,
]ai‘upl'”n'l'. S0l fuls, lll\' l'l.ll.‘-l'_\'1 Jones & Co,, of \\‘Lllllill_'_'lllll. Dretinware:
the Coltax, side wiiee) steamer, 230 tons, by Diadogne & Woad, o6 Cain-
den New Jevsey ol the Hamilton aond Gallating propellers, 250 tons
each, by David Sell, of Bultado, New York, They were ennsinneted
nuder the diveet supervision of Captains o T Mervyvoae ad Jo W
White, two of the most capable and  expericnced oflicers o the
sepviee, assisted by Fiest Licatemant, now Captain, flewry P Ha-
lin and Pirst Lieotenant T, B Molleit. Some one of these oliicers
wits present in the yards every day, and inspeeted every plece i -

1

L nearly Wort-ont sieimners,
al of them haviog eumber

I o=
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terial used.  The boilers and engines were designed with reference to
ceonomy in the consumption of fuel, and at the same time eapability of
the greatest possible speed proportionate to the size and shape of the
hulls.  That they were constructed and put into the vessels under the
superintendence of Consulting Engineer (. E. Emery, of New York, is
suflicient guarantee of the quality of material and workmanship used.
In short, no pains were spaved to make these vessels what, 1 believe, it
is conceded on.all hands“they are, the best ever put into the rovenne
service.  They are all well bailt, of fine madel, commodious, and of
great strength and speed, unless, indeed, |1 shonld except, as to the
quality of speed, the Gallating which, on her trial-trip, discovered a defeet
in the propeller, but is now receiving o new one supplied by the con-
traetors, upon the placing of which, it is believed, the vessel Till fulfill
the expectations of the Department.

With the tivst appropriation of 200,000 it was hoped that four ves-

“sels of the following deseription conld be built: one iron propeller, with

twin serews, of 250 tons, for serviee on the eoast of Georgia and Florida,
with headguarters at Savannalh, to take the place of the Nansemond,
which is uearly worn out ; one iron propeller ol 150 tons. for servicee in
New York Harbor, in place of one of the small steamers now there em-
ployed, but not capable of the work required of it; one wooden pro-
peller of 250 tons, for service in Puget Sound and on the coast of Wash-
tgton Territory and Ovegon, and one small wooden propeller of 50-tons,
for service in San Francisco Bay. 4
Accordingly, plans and specificatious were prepared and proposals in-
vited by public advertiseent., The bids received were as follows:

For twin-serew propeller of 250 tons:

Neafie & Levy, Philidelphia, Penusylvanin. ... ..., _$!Ill,i_1|m

Charles A. Weidner, Chester, Penusylvania. .....ooovan... 83, 500

David Bell, Buffalo, New York.. ... o ooioiiiiiiia G, 000
For iron propeller of 150 tons:

Charles A. Weidner, Chester, Pennsylvanist.... .......... 49, 757

For wooden propeller of 250 tons:
Risdon Iron Works, Sun Francisco, California, 89,000, (not stated
whether gold or curreney.) : Mert ik :
Domingo Marcueei, San Franeisco, California, 77,000, gold eoin.
Hanscom & Co,, San Prancisco, California, for boiler and machinery
ouly, 847,000, gold coin, Spah e ;
Higging & Murray, Seattle, Washington Lerritory, for hnll, spars,
and rigging only, $10,000, (not stated whether ,'.:Ellll or currency.)
Middlemas & Boole, San Franeisco, California, for hull, spars, and
rigging only, 834,000, gold coin, s
Tor wooden propeller of 50 tons: . ;
Domingo Marcucei, San Francisco, California, $3,500, gold coin.
Middiemas & Boole, San Franeisco, Califoruia, 253,500, gold coin,

These bids were much higher than had been calenlated upon, ,_t_llu:
aggregate of the lowest of them exceeding the appropriation 13_\' ?-'H,a'ail,
reckoning the premium on gold at 12 per cent.r This was pat l_l‘: in 1:uui
sequence of the sudden aud unexpected vise in the price of In Imr -I.'l!lll
the cost of ship building material, especially of iron, which a \.I'ﬂul[
nearly 20 per cent. between the time off making the ﬂ[lt‘l‘lﬂl::l[.[.tlrlls' illll
the receipt of the bids; still, the proposals for the vessels lll.‘hI}._.l-l:.ll ‘t?
be built on the Pacific coast were deemed exorbitant and were rejected.
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Subsequently the Risdon Iron Works offered to construct the larger of
the two for $70,500 currency, and this offer, under all the circumstances,
being cousidered satisfactory, was accepted.

The bids of Mr. Bell and Mr. Weidner for the other two vessels were
deemed reasonable and accepted.  When called upon to enter into con-
tract, however, Mr. Bell, having become satisfied that he wonld sustain
loss by so doing, declined, but oftered to build the vessel for 270,000,
This sum being lower by $13,500 than the propusal of the bidder next
above him, and the work done by him the previous year laving given
good satisfaction, the Department entered into contract with Lim.

The vessels are rapidly approaching completion. The plans and
specifications were prepared with great care by Captains Merrymian
and White, Consulting Engineer Bmery furnishing those of the stem-
machinery. Their systematic arrangement, elearness, minuteness, and
completeness of detail, and their general excellence, have attracted the
attention of eminent naval constractors, engineers, aud builders, niny
of whom haye sought copies of them, as have also the representatives
of several foreign maritime powers, They are regarded as models. :

The above-named officers, assisted by First Licutenant W. S, Sim-
mons, Second Lieutenant John Brann, Chief Bugiueer J. T. Wivson,
amd Second Assistany Engineer J. Madison Case, are superintending
the construction of the vessels, and exercise upon them the same care
and vigilance as was bestowed upon those built last year, to which they
give promise of being in every respeet equal.

With the last appropriation of #200,000 it is proposed to construct
one propeller of 250 tons, to be stationed at Portland, Maine, to take the
place of the McCulloch, the most expensive of the vessels on the Atlantic
coast; oue propeller of very light draught, of about 220 tous, for the
southern coast, to displace one of the sailing vessels; one propeller of
250 tons, for service on the coast of Californin, in place of one of the
expensive steamers on the Pacifie, and one small steamer of, say, 30 to
50 tous, for San Francisco Bay, it being believed that much better terms
can be made for the latter than were offered last year. With the pro-
ceeds of the sale of some of the displaced vessels it is also proposed to
build another wooden propeller of 220 tons, for the southern coast, dis.
placing another of the almost worthless sailing vessels. X

Although the coufidencé in the superiority of iron over wooden ves-
sels for this service, in most localities upon our coast, is undiminished,
the present price of iron makes it impracticable, in our urgent need of a
number of vessels to supersede expensive and worn-out oues, to think
of building of that material with the limited means at our command,
All the above are therefore intended to be of wood.

The tonnage has already been reduced 637 tons sinee the connnission
made their report, The aggregate tonnage of the vessels now on the
stocks and of those above named amounts to 1,565 tons, whilethat of those
1t 18 proposed to displace, to wit, the Wayanda, Chase, Lincoln, Nanse-
moud, McCulloch, Reliance, Petrel, and the Relief or the Racer, foots
up 2,797 tons, leaving a reduction of 1,232 tons, which, added to Go7,
gives 1,880 against 2,033, the reduction contemplated Ly the cominis-
sion.  Did not the increased commerce of New York and San Franeisco
make necessary the two harbor-boats named for those places, the reduc-
lll:I'l would exceed the estimate of the commission by 33 tons.

The commission alsorecommended the rednetion of the number of com-
missioned oflicers from 200 to 133, It has been found impracticable to
Materially reduce the number under the present requirements of law
and tlu: necessities of the service. The reorgunization and enlargement

“kM




Const ashore and upon shoals and reefs,

18 : REVENUE MARINE.

of the life-saving system established upon the coasts of Long Island and
New Jersey, and its extension to other dangerous portions of the Atlau-
tic sea-board, authorized by the acts of April 20, 1571, and June 10,
1572, absorh the time and labor of two oflicers ; several, as above shown,
are occupicd in assisting to excente the plin of the commission for re-
constraeting the matériel of the service, while others still ave, at inter-
vals, detailed npon boards of examination and upon other special duty
requiring professional expericnee and skill. - Several of the-older olli-
cers and w few of the younger are incapacitated for further service by
infirmity and disease, generally the result of exposure and hardships
incident to their dutivs, and in some instances arising from wounnds
received during the war while co.aperating with the Nayy. Asit would
be manifestly unjust, not to say inhuman, to dismiss them from the ser-
vice, after long and faithinl devotion to ity at a bavely living compensa-
tion, they still remain upon the roll of oflicers.  Indeed, the Departnent
is obliged to keep some in active service, who are too old to endure the
labors and privations ineident to the duties they are attempting to dis-
charge, and who ought to be, and would be replaced by younger and
more active oflicers were it possible,

This statement of facts, I think, makes obvious the impossibility of
making the proposed reduction, while it suggests the means of sur-
monnting the diftienlties which it discloses as embarassing the service.
A retired list, similar to that established in the Navy, would at once
promote the efliciency of the serviee, and enable the Department to do
justice to its otlicers with but litile additional expense to the Gov-
ernment; and L vespecttully recommend that Congress be requested to
make provision for the same. % L will add here, that somo changes have
been introduced in the composition of the quotas of the several grades,
which reduce the aggresate amount ol salaries paid to officers about
24,000 per annum, while the ninber of ‘officers has been reduced but
two, there being now employed 195, 4 S

A suggestion was also pude that the services of pilots shonld, in
the main, be dispensed with, and that their employment shohld be
exceptional,  When I first assumed chavge of the Durean 1 was of
this opinion, but a more thorough acipuaintance with the character of
the service and its requirements has convineed mo that the opinion
was erroneons. I am able also to state thint two of the three mem-
bers of the commission have since adopted the views I now enter-
tain,  Awmong the most important and perilous dulies revenue vesssels
are ealled upon to perform, is that of rendering assistanes (o vessels
In most cases, the disabled
vessel must be promptly and elosely approached, aud upon the side
the most favorable for operations the premises will adwmit of. ~The
necessity of a thorough knowledge of the locality ‘is apparent. © No
less  essential to the usefulness of the Vessels in the discharge of
their more ordinary duties in the prevention of smugeling, is entire
familinrity with their cruising-grounds, to cnable their ofiicers to
cope with smugglers, who are wenerally' able to supplement their
cutning with expertness in the managenent ot their craft and - a
thorongh knowledge ol the waters which’ they infest. In fact, upon
the possession on board bf the most Jingimate  acquaintance \‘\‘i_ilt
the configuration of onr jagged coast and the hydrogeaphy of its
numerous inlets and sonnds, depend the eficiency and safoty of rev-
enne vessels,  This, in most instances, is only obtaived after a serv-
ice of many years upon the same locality. To permit some oflicers
to remain upon healthy and agrecable stations and to compel others
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to remain upon unhealthy and unpleasant ones the nuwmber ol yvears
requisite to make good pilots of them, and then to keep them theie
still longer, in order to sake use of the Enowledgze thus acquived,
would be manitestly unjust, and, in my. opinion, impolitic.  Continnous
service upon the same station a great length of time would affond op-
portunities for forming an extended and intimate aequaintanee withthe
people of the locality, and the attractions of the shore might becotne
stronger than those of duty.  Indeed. the history of the service shows
that in the days of laxer diseipline, when favoritism permitted certain
officers to remain upon fvorite stations {or many suceessive years, they
too frequently became better pilots of the devions wiys of the fown
than of the waters of their distriets.  The nnderwriters will not insure
a vessel which s heen running for years upon a regalar line hetween
the same ports, under the same commanders, withont a stipuliaiion that
she shall always take a pilot ou boavd, and the present navigation laws
reqnire it of all vessels before leaving or enteving port. It liis there-
fore been deemed proper and pradent to retain the pilots upon most of
the cutters, although they have been dispensed with in a few vessels
whose commanders are qualified pilots.

'rior to the commencement of the past fiseal year the aggregate num-
ber of petiy oflicers, seamen, firemen, cooks, stewards, wd boys en-
ployed to man the vessels in the service was 1,046, In May, 1571, inae-
cordanee with your instructions, steps were taken to reduce the number
to the standard recommended by the commission, namely, STs.

For this purpese the vessels were classtlied aceording to their tounage,
and the following table of complements of erews was prepared and for-
warded to each commanding oflicer, with directions to conform their
crews to it from and after July 1:

Tuble of complements nf creics for recenue eossels,
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_ The quotas have been found suflicient, except that on some of (e
steamers it has been found necessary to inerease the number of livemen
and to add a few coal-passers. The table, however, vednces the rre-
gate number of men and boys employed, with extri jivemen ad “eonl-
passers leluded, to s60, ¥
The wages of petly ofiicers and scamen were also redueed, hut, on
account of the inereased demand and the advanee in wages in the
merehint serviee; the pay will probably have to be increased to nearly or
quile its former rates, In some localities it has been found extremely
diflicult to procare erews and to retain them at the present |1|-i|-|-s Iu
suine instnees the Department has been obliged to ship whole crews
in the north and transport them to southern stations. i
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In the foregoing remarks I have endeavored to present an outline of
the plan of the commission, and to state what has been and is being
done in accordance with it.  With their proposed changes fully con-
snmmated, the most important of which eannot be accomplished until
the vessels now building and proposed to be built are completed, they
estimated the annual expenses of the service at 8043,639, which is cer-
tainly a large reduction from the cost of former years, vet it is over
#13,000 in excess of the amount expended doring the last fiscal year.

It is undeniable that formerly, in the absence of any regular system
of making appointments and promotions, without any methodieal super-
vision of expenditures or accountahility for property, and with no pro-
vision for proper reports to the Department of the movements and
conduct of the vessels, the service suffered some degree of demoraliza-
tion, Incompetency and ineflicieney found an easy entrance, and ex-
travaganee and wastefulness, their natural companions, finding the
barriers down, followed. Not unfrequently, persons of but little sea-
experience, and in some instances of none whatever, were appointed
directly to the higher grades of oflices without examination, and pro-
motions depended more wpon political influence and the possession of
friends at court, than npon length of service or professional standing.
Discipline, of conrse, wils lax, and, as i consequence, the vessels, their
appliances and furniture, were illy cared for, and frequent and heavy
expense wis inenrred in making repairs and furnishing supplies.  In-
difference to the requirements of law and regulatious as to cruising, quite
generally prevailed; the vessels lay much in port, or, for appearance’s
sukie, made short trips in the immediate neighborhood, rarely going
beyond the casy smnmons of the custom:house oflicials, who came to
entertain the notion that excursions and junketings upon the revenue
cutters were privileges attached to their ofices, and to regard the ves:
sols rather as yachts furnished by the Government for their pleasure and
thut of their favorites, than as sifeguards against frawds upon the rev-
enme and reseuers of life and property. ]

Phis iden was productive of serious evil. While it diverted the vessels
from their appropriate duties and encouraged general jnactivity in them,
affording the oflicers opporhmity of spending mueh time upon shore,
where in their idleness they frequently contraeted dissolute habits and
brought reproach upon the service, considerable expense was incnrred
in the consumption o fuel, (for fast steaming was essential to the sue-
coss of AN LXCUFSION upon a eutter,) in furnishing ¢ snppliex™=bills for
which under that designation were allowed by the Department without
the items being presented—and in repairing injuriesto furnitureandother
property. e came to be regarded the best comwanding oflicer who was
the best purveyor, anda eaptain wis esteemed in proportion to the excel-
lence of his cuisine. Consequently, the art of catering was more studied
than that of pavigation. Favorite oflicers, throngh the influence they
obtained at the custom-houses, and that which:they acquired with prom-
inent men at the banguets on board their vessels, seeured promotions,
which in justice helonged to others, and were able to hold favorite sta-
tions for long periods to the exclusion of less fortunate, but perhaps
more deserving oflicers, who were kept during correspondingly long
periods upon unaceeptable ones,  Collectors of ports where cutters were
not needed, seeing the uses to which they weré put in other places, im-
portuned the Department for them, and generally sneceeded in getting
at least large decked sail-boats, built in violntion of the act 'nt l!ﬂkl,
which compared fayorably with the other pleasure eraft in their neigh-
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borhood, while the ever-watchful press, with certainly some color ol truth,
stizmatized the entive establishment as a % pleasure fleet.”

It is true that spasmodie attempts to correct abuses were nmale
from time to time, but they usually extended no further than the
issuing of circulars calling attention to some particular evil aud enjoin-
ing its suppression, the instractions of which wonld be observed per-
haps for a while and then be forgotten and disregarded.  but no well-
defined. systematie plan of reconstruction, which alone was adequate to
the condition of things, was devised or undertaken until the summer ol
1369, Then the commission whose report has been above considered
was appointed, and a board was convened for a general examimation of
the ofticers of the service. The labors of the latter boad were not con-
cluded until the 31st of March, 1871, owing to the fact that only a stall
number of ofticers could be detailed for examination at the same time,
as explained in your annual report for the year 1570, Thirty-nine ofli-
cors were found not to be qualified and were dischurged,  Those renin-
ing were given rank and numerical standing according to their qualiti-
cations. Incompetency was thus eradicated, and the service placed upon
a proper basis for the operation of the system of making appoiutments
and prowmotions upon merit and professional qualification. Sinee then,
all appointments aund promotions have been wade upou the competitive
plan, which, whatever may e thought of the practicability of its appli-
cation to the eivil service generally, has certainly in the Reveuue Marine
been productive of the best results. It has given the serviee the best
corps of junior officers it ever possessed, and has instituted among them
a vigorous competition in the pursuit of professional attainments, pro-
duetive of diligent application to study and a zealous discharge of duty.

While the two boards were employed upon the important duties with
which they were charged, measures were tuken for the establishioent
of a proper supervisiou of affairs at the Department, and for the correc-
tion of abuses prevalent in the service generally.  But progress in
eifecting a reform of so marked a character ag the one undertaken, was
necessarily slow. 1t was diflicult getting the service well in hand, seat-
tered as it was, along the entire length of our coast on both sides of
the continent, aud although stedy improvement was wade, it was only
upon the promulgation ol the revised regulations in August, 1871, that
the scheme could be said to be well in progress.

Some of the more prominent of the new features of these regulations
may be briefly stated as follows:

1. The original admission of oflicers to any other than the lowest
grades is prohibited.  All candidates designated are required to pass &
satistactory physical examination, and a competitive professional one,
and must have had a fixed number of years’ practical service.

2. Promotions in all cases are made according to merit amd profes-
sional qualification, without regard to seniority.

3. The use-of personal or political influence by oflicers in procuring
assignment to statious or revocation or qualification of orders, is for-
bidden.

4. The term of continuous service of oflicers upon a station is fixed
attwo years, except whien the exigencies of the service otherwize demand,
or in chse of sickness where the nature of the discase absolutely requires
a change of climate, in which case the ofiicer is required to furnish the
Departient a certiticate to that effect from a medical board of survey.
The same is required to procure leaves of absence on acconnt of sickness.

5. Greater cconomy in the cexpeunditure of fuel is provided for, by
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regulating the rate of speed of steam vessels in ordinary ernising, and
requiring more use ol sails on those provided with them.

A No expenses are permitted to be incveed for repairs or supplies
otany kind, withont anthority previously ohtained from the Department,
\\'ll_l'!':":l. rigith serntiny is exereised upon all requisitions for the same.

Ts lalllh_-.\; of allowances ol all avticles of equipment, and of stores
are established, ;

8. Returns of provisions received and expended are required: from
cacl vessel quarterly, which are cavefully compared with the requisi-
tions lor rations, the muster-rolls, and weekly transeripts of Jogs.

9, Otieers ave held to a strict accountability for the proper care and
sifety of all property intrusted to them, and for this purpoese invento-
ries of all property on hoavd, with statement of its condition, ave required
from all vessels anuually, and whenever there is o change of com-
wmanders, ' T

10, Aceounts are required to be forwarded to the Department of all
expenses inenrved and damages sustained in rendering assistance to
vessels in distress, the owners of which are vequived to indewnily the
Government in all proper cases, 5

LL. The sealing of all hatehes covering eargo, and: the store-rootns,
lockers, &e., of vessels rom foreign ports, in aceordance with the act of
Mareh 2 1799, s enjoined in all eases where practieable,

12, Pranseripts of each vessel’s log are vequived to be furnished the
Department weekly.

I8 The vessels ave forbidden to he used for any other than publie
purposes, aud arve not permitted to recgive persons on board for passaze
from one plaee to anothier, for [ﬂl‘ét:ﬁﬂl'lf\ll' husiness, unless for the bhenefit
of some branch of the public service, nnd with the express previous
anthority of” the Departmoent,

Lk Vessels are to be inspeeted, from time to time, by some proper
person detailed by the Department as inspeeting oflicer,
avessel heis requived to thoroughly inspeet the condition of” the hull,
spars, rigging, sails, boiats, machinery, (if a steamer,) and all he equip-
mentss to cause to be prodoced for his personal inspection all books,
papers, nantical instraments, arms, provisions, and other movable avti-
¢les of publie property, and note whethier the sime ave in aceordanee
with her inventory, or properly acconnted for; to canse the ofticers and
erew to be mnstered in his presenee, and see that all hands are present
or aceounted fory mnd that each person is employed in the dnties helong-
ing to his rating, and to listen to and investigate any complaints made
by snbordinate officors or erew 3 to ascertain whether proper discipline
L been, and s, maintained, and the regulittions preseribed for the gov-
crnment of the service properly observed and enforeed 3 also it there
Lins been any wastetul expenditure of provisions or other stores, or
unnecessary consumption of fuel; to take such measnres as nuiy secin

woperto ascertain whether the vessel has heenaetively employed in erais-
ing, and it the otlicers have been zealonsin the performance of their dufies,
atd condueted: themselves senerally with eredit to thé Goverument; to
make o full and detailed reporé to the Department, setting forth such
pertinent facts as have come within his knowledge, and making such
recomienditions as may Seem proper, Ay

There are other provisions having relerenee to details of discipline.
the prevention of aceidents, the proper eare and Keeping of the ves-
sels, e

The system established at the Department for the supervision of
expenditures, for seeuring aceonntability for property, and for exereis-

In inspeeting
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ing a more direct control over the movements of the vessels and the
management of the service generally, as contemplated in the foresoing
provisions, has been in tull operaiion more tha e year, ald iLis not too
mueh to elaim that to it is due o Jarge sharve of the credit ol the sl
lent record of the past year, both as veguds econainy and clfetiveness,

The eiforts of the Department to relieve the serviee of the abises
which oppressed i, and to vestore it to i healthy condition, have gen-
erally met with a covdial vesponse trom its oflicers, as also (rom the col-
lectors of customs having mmediate elsoge ol the vessels, Some
disposition on the part of seme of the Litter to disregand the rezulation
prohibiting the use of the entrers for other tun publie purposes, wis it
first apparent, avising more, I think, from the beliel that the Depart-
ment did not seriously intend to interfere with a privilege which had
been allowed so many years, than from apy inteution to oppose its
wishes; but the fiet that no violation coming to the knowledge of the
Department was allowed to pass unnoticed, and the steadiist refusal
of all applications to permit the vessels to be diverted from their regu-
lar duties, soon satistied them ol yonr sineerity, sud elvetually putan
end to the most pernicions practice that ever ewrsed the serviee, and
which at one time threatenced its vuin,

Under existing Iaw the oflicers and seamen ol the Revenue Mavine
are entitled to be placed upon the pension list only after having been
wounded or disabled in the line of duty whilsteo-operating with the Navy
during wan, at the vate of pension wnd umlder the vegnlitions and restrie-
tions provided by law for the oflicers and seainen of the Navy in 1814,
while pensions exeeeding Targely in amount those allowed in 15LEare
payable to the ofticers in the Navy, without reaard a5 1o whether the
disability 15 incarved in war or in peace, and are extentded to theiv heies
after deaths, In time of war the Revenne Marine s subject by laow 1o co-
operate with the Navy, and is liable to the same serviee. i time of
peace its dufies are cortainly no less avdaons or dangerous, The et ol
December 22, 1337, authovizes the President # tocanse any siitihle niun-
ber of publie vessels, adapted to the purpose, Lo eralse tpon the const,
in the severe portion of the season, to altord such aid to distressed
navigittors as their circumstances and necessities may requive” Hevenue,
cutters are the only vessels seleeted for this purpose. T November ol
eich year those vessels best adapted to such service, having beew pro-
vided with every means ol suecor, are instyneted to ernise for the veliel”
of distressed vessels within the lmits of their eraising gromuds, keeping
as close to the land as is consistent with' the satety of fheiv vessels, and
not going into port oftener than they are compelled Lo tor want of sup-
plies or tor other unavoidable cause until the next April. They we to
have, at the same time, due regard to their duties in the protection of
the revenue,

For evidenee of the fidelity with which these instuctions ave carrvied
out, L have only to point to the list of vessels relieved by revenue eut-
ters in the past year, given in the former pavt of this veport.. That these
services are of immense value to commerce amd onre shipping interests
is obvious, and that those immediately interested appreciate the facet,
the records ol this oflice mnply attest; bat there s another value attacied
to them which is vastly greater. The amount of property iuvolved may
De approximately estimated in dollars, but the amount of nman sifier-
g alleviated aud prevented, and the value of the Tives rescaed trom
death, cannot be computed.  Those awgre o the privations and perils
incident to ordinary consting in the winter scason, will not vegavl the
disebarge of these duties as pastime, nor suppose these trivunplis over
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storm and wave are achieved withont hazard. Conquests.that * wrest
from the greedy sea itsprey ” ave rarely casily won, aud often demand
a heroism as great as was ever displayed on the field of battle. The
history of the various cases of relief in the past year, given with the
minuteness and particularity of incident with which military and nayal
exploits are described, would constitute a record of as many and as
noble examples of patient toil, cheerful self-sacrifice, and dauntless
couriage a8 that of any campaign.

. Nor in this connection must the value of the service in the protection
of the revenue be lost sight of.  Although the number of vessels re-
ported for violation of law, and the scizures made during the past year
sufliciently prove that its oftices in this regard are indispensable, they
atford no standard by which to measure its influence in the prevention
of smuggling, The service is preventive in its nature, and it is no
more possible to estimate the amonnt of fraud and smuggling its very
existenve prohibits, than it is to determine how sick a man would have
been wlho had averted disease with an antidote. That its withdrawal
for any considerable period from any portion of the coast wonld be
readily taken advantage of, is proved by the extensive operations of
organized bands of smugglers, discovered last year along the east coast
of Florida, between Cape Florida and Saint John's River, a strip of
coast unavoeidably left for some months unprotected.

I do not disparage the Navy, when 1 ask in what respeet the Revenue
Marine, liable, as above shown, to precisely the same duties in war,
and constituting, as it does, a fleet with an armament of 65 guus,
always available in sudden emergency, is of less benefit to the country
in proportion to its size, or wherein its oflicers and men are less desery-
ing of the national gratitude aud protection,

That the latter should be placed npou an equal footing with the for-
mer, as to ‘the allowance of pensions, I conceive to be no more than
just, and I respectiully recommend it

In deseribing the former condition of the service, I have indicated the
priucipal abuses to which it is subject, and in otherconnections, the duties
with which it is charged have been incidentally stated. That the Iatter
are of too much importance to the commereinl and maritime interests of
the country on the one hand, and of too sacred a charactes on the other,
to be neglected orinterfered with, is unquestionable, and too much care
cannot be taken to prevent a lapse of the service into disorder. It will
be difficalt to break down the barriers now crected ngainst its debase-
ment, but they are only in the form of regulatious and are liable to be
disregarded and tampered with, The ouly sure safeguard is the enact-
ment of them, or the more important of them, into law. This done, the
contemplated vessels completed, a retired list established, and the en-
ergy and fidelity of the ofticers and men suitably recognized and en-
conraged, by a just allowance of pensions to them after becoming dis-
abled in the service, and to their heirs after their death, as above recom-
mended, this service, which Alexander Hamilton, in his day, when the
scope of its usefulness was limited to the prevention of smuggling, de-
clared afforded a security to the revenue which much more than com-
pensated for the expense of the establishment, and the utility of which,
he asserted, wonld inerease in proportion to the'growth of our commerce
and the augmentation of customs duties, will be firnly established npon
a basis which will effectually gnard it against the evils which haye bith-
erto beset it, and greatly promote its efliciency.

During the time I have heen connected with this branch of the public
gervice I have derived the most valuable assistance from the counsel
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of several of the ore experienced ofiicers, and my acknowledgments are
due to them for the cheerfulness with which tlivir advice has been ace-
corded whenever songht.  Ihave also, I believe, been cordially seconded
in my eflorts by every oflicer now in the service.

THE LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

Allied to the Revenue Marine service in the beneficent work of saving
life and property from destruction by shipwreck, and appropriately
conneeted with it by law, is the Life-Saving Service, whose field of opera-
tions, properly speaking, has hitherto been limited to the dangerous
streteh of coast extending from Montauk Point, ou Long Island, to
Cape May, New Jersey. 4 :

During the twenty-two years intervening between its beginning and
the commencement of the last fiscal year, comparatively little has been
expended in its support, yet the instances are rare in which so small
an expenditure has been productive of so vast an amount of good.

In August, 1848, Hou. William A. Newell, then a member of the
House of Representatives from New Jersey, first prominently called the
attention of the Government to the practicability and duty of providing
means for affording relief to vessels stranded upon the dangerous coast
of his State, in a speech in which e portrayed the terrible dangers to
navigation which that coast presented, and advocated the establish-
ment of station-houses at suitable intervals, to be furnished with surf-
Loats and other appliances adapted to the purpose of rendering assistance
to vessels cast ashore by sfress of weather. Congress at that session
made an appropriation of 10,000 ¢ for providing surf-boats, rockets,
carronades, and other necessary appratus, for the better preservation
of life and property from shipwreck on the coast lying between Sandy
Hook and Little Egg Harbor,” and at its next session made a like ap-
propriation for the coast extending from Little, Egg Harbor to Cape
May, and directed that the expenditure should be made under the
supervision of such officers of the Revenue Marine as the Secre-
tary of the Treasury should designate, Captain Douglass Ottinger was
detailed to superintend the work authorized under the first appropria-
tion, and Captain John McGowan that under the second. Tu conjune-
tion with a committee of the Board of Trade of Philadelphia, they located
eight stations between Sandy Hook and Little Egg Harbor, and six
between Little Egg Harbor and Cape May, upon which small houses were
erected and furnished with surf-boats, mortars, shot-lines, and some other
apparatus, including a life-car,® invented by Captain Ottinger. No
more was done until in August, 1854, Congress, aroused by the clamor of
the press, occasioned by the wreek of the steamship Powhatan, April
20, 1854, in which over three hundred lives were lost on Squan Beach,
at’ a distance of seven miles from the nearest station, appropriated
£20,000 “for the continuation of the system of protecting human life
from shipwreck, as heretofore established, by life-boats on the coast of
New Jersey,” and also, at the same session, a like sum “for life-boats
and other means of rendering assistance to wrecked mariners and
others on the coast of the. United States” It was determined that the
latter sum should be expended upon the ocean side of Long Island, and
Captain John Faunce was detailed to superintend the expenditure upon

*A vehicle for transporting l[wrrmm from a wreck to the shore throngh the surf
where relief eaunot be afforded by boats, and which dewonstrated its merits ou its first
trial by resening over two huudred persouns.
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both eoasts. Under his direction there were erected and furnished
Lwenty-six station-houses on Long Island, and fourteen additional ones
ou the coast of New Jersey, inereasing the number of stations upon the
Latter const to twenty-cight.

L unable to find that, up to this time, any persons were employed
or authorized to take clurge of stations, or to care for and manase the
apparatus,  Of course no record of disasters was kept, nor had the
Départment any direct means off knowing the condition of the serviee,
or of judging of its uselulness.  Statistics which T have heen able to
gather, however, indicate that whenever wreeks oceurted in the neigh-
borhood of the stations, and there was suflicieut time for the inhabitants,
who were few and diversely seattered, to collect, excellent use wis made
of whatever apparatus was in condition to be of serviee.  Yet evil-dis-
posed persons were not wanting, who earried away many of the articles,
and wantonly destroyed and injured others.

A superintendent was now appointed for each coust, and a keeper for
cach of the honses, under authority cranted by the acet of December
L, 1554 This act aftorded a basis upon which o very wood orounizi-
tion might have been established, hut for the fact that it made no pro-
vision for the cmployment of erews, which are very desirable at all
stations, and especially at those located on the long, narrow strip ot
Lind which borders the New Jersey eoast, and which is sepavated from
the mainkomd at o distance varviog trom one to six miles, and is alinost
entirely without inhabitants. This defeet was only pactially obviated
in 1870, when authority was granted tor the émployment of six experi-
enced surtinen for three months in the year, at alternate stations, on
the New Jersey coast, to be appointed by the Keepers, at 10 per wonth,
No provision-was made for Long Island.

Sinee 1853k regular appropriations have been made for the payment of
the salirvies of superintendents and Keepers, and from ten to difteen
thousund . dollars annnally, since 1567, have been appropriated for con-
tingent expenses on the eoast ol the United States, neavly all of which,
throngh indiffcrence, las been allowed to revert to the Preasury,
althongh, as will be herealter seen, its expenditore for the purposes in-
tended was greatly needed.

The occurrence of several fatal disasters in the winter of 1370-'71
made it apparent that the service wis not in the eltective condition thnt
it should be, and Congress, by aet approved April 20, 1871, made an
appropriation of 200,000, for the purpose of inereasing its ellicieney, to
be expended in aceordance with the provisions of the act of December
B4, 185 4 amd authovized the Secretary of the Treasury to employ erews
of expericneed surfuen at such stations and for such periods as he might
deem necessary and proper,

With o view of ascertaining the actual state of atthirs, the Depart-
ment availed itselt of the experience ot Captain - Faunee, and directed
him to visit both eoasts, and, with the assistance of Lientenant L. N.
Stoddery to cavefully examine every station and report its condition, as
well as the coudition of the service generally. ;

This duty was thoronghly performed, and on the Oth of Augnst, 1871,
Captain Faunee made his report, which was transmitted to the Senate,
in responge to a resolution of that body, January, 22, 1572, e found
that most of the stations were too remote from each other, il that the
houses were mueh dilapidated, many being so e goue a3 Lo, be worth-
Tess, and the remaimder in nead of extensive repairs and culargement.
With but few exceptions, they were in afilthy condition, and gave every
evidence of neglect and misuse.
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The apparatus was rusty for wiant of eare, and some of it ruined by
the depredations of vermin and malicious persons.  Many ol the most
neeessary articles were wanting, and at no station wis the oattit eom-
plete. At some of the stations where crews were employed in the win-
ter months, such indispensable articles as powder, rockets, shot-lines,
shovels, &e., were not to be found. At other stations not a portable
article was left.  Some of the keopers were too ol [or active service,
others lived too fur from their statious, and few of them were veally
competent for their positions.  Polities had had more iniluenee in their
appointment than qualitication for the duties requirved ol them.  Lven
in the selection of crews for the stations where they were employed, fit-
ness was a seeondary consideration. The employment of paid erews at
alternate stations had provided crews where they were comparatively
little necded, while it had left others, where regnlar crews were niost
necessary, to rely upon sneh aid as might be volunteered, 1o badd also
excited diseontent awmong those who had habitnally volunteesred their
services at the intervening stations, and a feeling that an unjust dis-
erimination was made against them.

The toregoing isa brief sketeh of the serviee from its origin up to
the commencement of the last fiseal year, wul a gencral statenicnt of
its condition at that date.  Notwithstanding the seanty support it has
received, and despite all the diswdvantagesit has labored under, arising
from want of organization, bad management, aud ueglect, it has accon-
plished a1 noble work, aud proved its title to the gratitude and fostering
wre of the nation.  Althongl, as is above stared, no ofiicial record ot
disasters was kept prior to the appointment of superintendents in 1850,
awd the reports made to the Departinent sinee have not been regular or
complete, I have been able to learn with certainty of the resening of
4,163 lives and the saving of STHLOO0 worth of property throngh the
instrumentality of this serviee.  There is reason to believe that these
tignres would be laivgely inereased if neenvate statisties condd be obtained,
The total amount of money expended in the support of the serviee is
less than S2230,000, =

hnmediately upon the reeeipt of Captain Faunee's report, measures
were taken to remedy the defeets which it pointed out s to place the
serviee npon a hetter fhoting as svon as possible,  Incompeteut and in-

elticient olticers were at onee retoved and more =uitable persons were:

appointed in their plices,  Instructions were given that tho strictest
resard should he hiwd to experience and qualifieation as soeien in i
selection of crews, amd that proper care <honld be taken of the honses
and apparatus,  Specilic direetions were forwarded to the superinteml-
ents for the keeping of snitable records and making reports to the Depirt-
ments, and a journal was furnished the keeper of every station inwhich
Lie was required to make entries ot all pertinent facts. Steps were alsa
taken to effeet a thovongh reorganization of the serviee, and to prepare
a suitable set of regulations for its government.  Owing to the pressioe
of other business, kowever, these could not be completed in time o
their promulgation durving the last season, but will go inte operation
at the commencemeut of the approaching one, 4

Duving the fall of 1871, thirteen new houses were erectid ou the New
Jersey coust, (one being in place of an olld one,) md six on the Long
Istand coast, and in the spring the old houses on the latter coust, east
of Five Istand, were repaived and enlavged, inaccordanee with the vecom-
mendation of Captain Fannee. The proposals received for the adilitions
and repairs to the renstinder of the houses upon both consts were so
high that it was not decmed expedient to aceept them, and tarther ex-
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amination and consideration satisfied the Department that it wonld be
better economy to erect new and more substantial ones in their stead,
especially s it was found necessary to change the location of several of
them. Accordingly, after due advertisement for proposals, contracts
were entered into with the lowest bidders for their construction. Those
upon Long Island have been completed, and a large portion of the ap-
paratus has been placed in them. On the New Jersey coast they will
be completed by the 1st of December, and all apparatns that can be
supplied this year, being all that is neeessary for ordinary occasions,
will be in by the 15th or 20th. All these houses have been constructed
under plans and specifications carefully prepared with a view to dora-
bility, and affording proper accommodations for the apparatus and
the means of providing comfortable protection to the erews and
relief to those who may be rescued from shipwreck. They are 42
feet long by 18 wide, and each contains a lower aud an attic story.
Each story is divided iuto two apartments. The boats, a wagon, and
other heavy apparatus occupy the large apartment below, while the
smaller one is & living-room for the crew, provided with conveniences
for cooking, &c. Above, one reom is for the smaller articles of appara-
tltgs, and the other is provided with several cot-beds and suitable bed-
ding.

One station having been discontinued upon Long Island, there are-

now upon that coast thirty-oue, and upon the New Jersey coast forty ;
in all, seventy-one stations,

The following lists show the numbers by which they are designated,
their locations, and the names of the keepers, so fur as they haye beén
appointed : \

Life-saving Stations, Coast of Long Ieland.—Henry E. Hunlting, Bridgehampton, New York,
: Superintendent. .

No. Name. Keeper. , Rewmarks.
1| Montank Point . ccaeeaeenie. Light-honse Keeper .oeevn..
4 L Ditely Plaiu, Bamuael Stratton ... -
3| Hither Pliin, ccoeeveneeneas .| George H, Osborm, ... ......| Now station,
4 | Napeague. .. Pl . John Lawreneo ...... _ :
O Amagansoll ceeeienes .| Charles J. Mulford. ... i
6 ; Gieorgica. .. ... L vl * G
7 | Dridgehampton . nes
A Soathamptou . eesl Cha
9 | Shinueeock ... vonl Lewis R Squiees . coannee s
10 | TYADA cennnenss Lol BEdwand H, Ryder,,..oe.....| New station,
11 (ﬁun;.:un P HTRE A -+ Mahlon Philips...
12 | Tanuer's Point.coan-. weof Frauklin C, Jesap -
13 | Moriches ..... A | Jnmes Rowland i
14 | Fargo River .. Sidney Penn, New Station.
15 | Smith's "oint. .. Alfred Brow
16 | Bellport ooeeeeceanssunn George W T
17 | Blue Pofnt . coeaaees Traniel A. Novena
18 | Lone Hill....... Edward Brown . e %

Charlea W, Yarring
Light-house keeper -
Ira Gakley.......

18 | Point of Wooda
90 | Fire Ialand ...
a1 | Oak Island, east
23 | Ouk Tslanid, west Prior Weeka .. ..occaaieeaad i
V23 | Jones's Beach, east end.....| Angustus C. Wicks.........| New station.
24 | Jouesa's Deach, weatmad.....'i Townsend Verity..

23 | Meadow Taland .............| Leander Losee...
a4 | Long DBeach, east emd, Traniel W, smith
a7 | Long Deach, west el Charles Wright. .
o8 t Hog Ialand, weatend ....... Joseph Langdon .
E-)

New station, Xew Inlet.

New stafion,
Rockaway Deach, cast ond.. | Daniel Mott ... 3
30 | Rockaway Deach, weat end .| [saue Skidnore,

3l 1 Sheep's Head Bay ..........| Comelius Van Nostran
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Life-suving Statians, Coast of New Jersey.— IF, IF. Ware, Cape May City, New Jersey, Super-

futendent,
No \ Name. Keeper. Remarks.
1 < P IS, | § YT V1T S Light-keeper.
a cetti Cove .| Samuel Warner. R
3 | Seabright, ....... .| Charles West..ovnueenesne.s
4 | Monmouth Beacl Fadward Waddell o..ooaa. i
5 | Long Branch L Hamilton Taber cooeeeaanns
[ el ... - 4 Abner Alleg S w4 .
7 | Shark Live William Iarseyoeceneeenen. | New station, Ol Shark River.
& | Wreek Pond .| Samuel Ludlow
9 | Bquan ... E. 11 Jackson .
10 | Point Pleasant John C. Clayton X
11 | Swan Point . ccuennen New station.

12 | Green Idand.. ...
13 | Tom's HRiver..
14 | Island Beach. .

ote s L Jos, Fu Revil aaeens
15 | Forkael 1liver...

John Parker..oocaeenns New stotion,

16 | South end Squan Ihach,- 1D Herring con cvvecasees

T Barnegat oo icsiiaaenenn. Samuel Peritg. .ovvenn.nn el -
15 | Loveladies Island. ..... ceeas Charles Coxoooeeenn. .«.| New station.
10 | Harvey Cedars..ccooeanenan. W, KinseF.ceeecasens
o | Ship Bottom .. veease] Henry Lamson v

New station,
uth enil Long Twach.
beacl.
station.

vemess| WoILCrane...
veoel Thinuas Bond. .
L I Rider

o1 | Long Beach
23 | Bond's ...
o | Little Exg .
24 | Littlo Beach .
25 | Brignntine

ri

New station.
| New station.

1 North enid of Peck’s Beach.
New station,

| John Stiles ..
Sylvanus Corson
| David Townsend ..
Henry T, Willetts
Tolin” W, Gandy . -
Manrice Creeso.
Eli Barnett ...
Joseph L. Creese

aorge Hildreth .. 1
Swain S, Heeves .ooeueenines

New station.

L neem
35 | Stone Harbor

.| Oun Fiveanile Beach.
.| New stativn,

34 | Twor .
29 | Cape May. ...
40 | Bay Shote cecercnmssommazass

The average distunce between these stations is about three wmiles,
This proximity will enable the crew of any station to wall to its aid, by
weans of signals, these of the adjoining ones, when necessary, and will
make practicable the establishment of an effective patrol along the entire
length of the coast.

When a proper organization is eflected, and the stations are com-

pletely equipped with the best apparatus, and regular crews are trained
and drilled to its uses, it is believed that these two dreaded coasts,
which lie upon either side of the ship-entrance to the great commercial
emporium of the country,and upon which thousands of human beings
and millions of treasure have been sacriticed, will be so well protected
that the loss of life upon them by shipwreck will rarely oceur, and the
destruction of property will be greatly diminished.
" The appended Table of Wreeks gives all material data relative to all
wreeks which have occurred since the commencement of the last fiscal
year upon the Long Island and New Jersey coasts. They prove that the
measures adopted immediately upon the receipt of Captain Faunee's
report produced 2 marked effect upon the efliciency of the service, and
put it in much better condition than usual for operations during the
winter. It will be observed that in the twenty-two wreeks which oe-
curred, not a person perished, while the amount of property saved
cousiderably exceeds that lost.




D e

e

s

-

e 3

ul) ' REVENUE MARINE,

This scevice is now extended to the coast of RHhode Ishiond and Massa-
chusetts, Congress having, by acts of Maveh 3, 15TE and Jnne 10) 15372,
anthorized the establishunent of stitions on Narviagansett Beacly Block
Esband, aid Cape Cold, - At Narvagansett Pier o fine station-house has
been erected from the liberal appropriation made tor the purpose, which
presents a very ereditable appearanee, and is excellently adapted to the
purpose for which it is inteded, 16 is compietely furnished with every
necessary article ot apparatos and comftort. My Benjamin Micomber, of
Narvagaunsetl Pier, is the Keeper. Sites have been seleeted for the sta-
tions on Cape Cod and Bloek Ishund, and thie houses ave all in process ot
vieetion, Dy the ferms of the contract they ave to be completed by the
Ist ol December, and an effprt will be made to put in most of the ap-
parvitus hetove the elose of that mouth. ‘

The following list shows the location of the several stations:

Lifv-saving Stations on Cape Cod wnd Block Istand.
CAPE COD.

No. 1. Race Point, 1 mile cast of light-honse.

No. 20 Pealed THIE Bar, 3 miles from No, 1.

Nowde Highlonds, U mile nprth of Heht-hoase,

Now Lo Parmet River, Soniles to southward of Tlighlands,
No, oo Cahoon's Hollow, 3 niles to sonthward of Parmet.
No. 6. Nausett, Lmile to southward ol lights,

Noo 7. Orleans, onchepeh, east of Pouchet Lshaiul.
Now 8. Chathang L omile to southward o lights.
Noo o Monomoy, 2 miles cast ot light.

t BLOCK ISLAND.

Noo L. Smlllnruskl‘mim ol Bloek Ishund.

The Massachnsetts Hnmane Soviety has for several years past done
what it conld in the saving of life from shipwreek on the coast of Cape
Cod, ad under the wise superintendence of Captain It 3. Forbes,
whose mame has for years been identified with almost every effort (o
mitigate the perils of navigation, has aceomplished mueh good, but, on
aceonnt ol iis limited means amd the pressing demands for s aid in
ather diveetions, it lus beew unable to establish an adeguate protection.
[t i believed that the establishment off the nine stations aliove named.,
with an sudditional one, which is intended to be located between Nos, T
andd 8,00 the appropriation will admit, will atord all the security that
can be furnished by this method, and will enable the society the more
effvctually to provide for the wants of other localities.

Prolibly beeause it was not suppposed that these stations would he
in readiness for nse during the coming winter, Congdress failed to make
provision for the employment of Keepers and erews, ¢ Itis very essential
that they shoulik be obtained as eavly as possible, as muneh loss of lite
and property may result from delay. 1 reeoinmenid, therefore, that the
attention off Congress be ealled to the matter, and that it be asked to
wake the necessary provisions,  AMis Benjamin €0 Sphavrow, of Orleans,
has heen appointed superintendent, having passed i satisfactory exam-
tnation as o his qualifications. 1

The act of June 10, 1372, places the Bloek Island station under the
Cape Cod superintendeney, while the station at Narragansett Pier is

.
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assizned to none,  Doth of these shoald be annexed to the Long Ishod
distriet, #s they ave too remote from Cape Cod to peruit the supecine
tendent for that distriet to properly eare for them,

The superintendents of the Long Ishand aml New dersey coists e,
by aet of December L, 1554 ereated inspeetors: ol customs foe theiv
respeetive coasts. 1t is proper tut the saperintendent for the coast ol
Cape Cod shonld e invested with the same powers and vequiced to per
form the same doties as they.

I would eall attention also to the inadequaey of the eotpensation
now allowed to Kkeepers,  They receive but =200 per snning, dhe e
originally fixed in 18534 while their dities have been sinltiphied Lol
their responsibilities ave wueh greater. I orecomupemnd that it be iu-
creased to =500, Many strong reitsons for the inervease imight i neged,
but it is not decined necessary, as the inadeguiey of te present vade is

E apparent.

With the desive of making what improvement is possible fn the -
tis to be nsed in the seevice, every effort has been made, short ol seiding
a conunission to Burope (o the parpose, (whiely, by the way, 1 believe
might be profitably doue.) to ascertain the nature wwd valne of that in
use in the various similavinstitutions of fovelen marvitime countiies, where
mueh move attention has beergdevoted to the sabjeet and wneh moe
experienee has been . The English life-bout appears 1o be by Lo
the most efieacions applinnee, ad is in generad use; while for establish-
ing councetion between the shove and strunded vessels that cannot be
reached by surt-boats, a kind of rocket is nsed, which is said to be capae
ble of throwing a line much farther than can be dove with the mortar
ysed by us. Instead of the Ottinger life-car, a contrivamee called the
brevehes-buoy is generally nsed, sithongh the ear is (o be found at many
stations. It could not be ascertained that any lite-boat similae to the
Boglish hid ever been used in this couniry, and Licurenant Stodder
having designed one which combined the best feiatures o the Eaglish
boat with @ fine model, it was determined to build ope and fest iis
adaptability to onr coast. Some ol the Boxer rockets, probabiy the
best in use in Buvope, have been sent for and will be duly tested,
Mthiough i is considered donbtful it auything can be fonnd to ke the
plitee ol the Qitinger cars, as it is impossible to provide thein foe ase
the coming winter, i, indeed, it ean be done in season o the next, e
maechinery for manufacturing them having been destroyed, as 1o in-
formed, it is proposed, as soon as may be, to institnte i sevies ol experi-
wents with the breeches-buoy, the car, and o kind of balsa, el
lighrer than the ear, with @ view of aseertaining their velative merits,

Vivious opinions were foutud to prevail sunong suetmen as to the
merits of the several kinds of surf-beats in use upon the coasts, some ol
which appear to b nniversally condemned.  With a view ol oblaining
the best boat possible, a commission consisting of Rear-Adnival Boggs,
United States Navy, Captain C. P Patterson, United States Coast Sur-
vey, o L Saville, esq., Captain Williim Gaskill, and Capiain Chavles W,
Maxson, the last two being practical and experieneed surfmen, was
appointed to meet at Seabright, New Jersey, on the 27th ol May st
for the purpose off exiunining and testing sueh boats as might be pre-
sented, and advertisement was made inviting all who desived to suliit
boats for trial. It was also annonneed that all otler avtieles ol Tile-
saving apparatus presented wounld be examined and veported upon,
The interesting veport of the conmission is hereto appended. e will
be seen that the Stodder lite-boat, sl one known as the Beaupre boat,
both similar to the English, were the only lile-Doats presented,  Experi-
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ment proved that neither is suitable to our sloping beaches, and it is
not probable that they ean be well adapted to many portions of our
const.  When onee in the water they perform well enongh, but they ean
be profitably used only where they do not have to be Lannched from i
flat beach.  The Stodder boat is pliced at Narragansett Pier, where it
enn be used to excellent advantage, The Lilliemlahl roeket, which
performed well, is found to be too expensive, and it is probable that the
Boxer rocket, which is mueh cheaper, will do fully as well.  Six of’ the
Merriman rubber suits, which the commission highly commended, have
been provided for the Narragansett station,  Recent experiments ren-
der it somewhat doubtiul if the dress will prove so useful as was
thought, as it is feaved it will be enmbersome to the wearer aml inter-
fore with the freedom of action which is essential in managing a boat
in a heavy surf. It may, however, upon persons trained o its use, meet
the expectations of the commission. The suits are expensive, and it is
not deemed advisable to parehase more of them nntil theie nselulness
is more satistactorily demonstrated. It is thought that the cork jacket
in use on the Buropean coasts possesses most of the desirable qualitie
claimed for the rubber dress, amd a trial will be made of it.  The com
mission  recommended the. building of & surf-boat nearly after th
model of the best of those presented at the trinl, . Mr. J. V. Herbert, of
Squan, the huilder of the boat referred to, was authorized to coust gt
one, which, when finished, proved to be so excellent, and wias so com-
mended by all surfmen who saw it, that direetions were given for the
construction of a similar one for each of the new stations.  They will
all be in use the coming winter.

The act of June 10, 1572, provided that all life-saving stations there-
after established should e erected under the supervision of twofeap-
tains of the Revenue Marine, to be designated Ly the Sceretary the
Treasury. On the 15th of June, Captain J, I Merryman wis oinel
with Captain Faunee, who had superintended the construetionsof the
new houses up to that date, and sinee that time the location of sites,
the crection of houses, and the selection and providing ot apparatus
have been under the direet supervision of these two oflicers.  They have
Inbored assiduously and conseientiously in the work committed to their
charge.  They have had many vexed questions to deal with, and have
Deen perplexed with a multituide of contlicting opinions as to the mevits
amd demerits of different boats, and the fitness or unfitness ot various
articles of apparatus.  Results, | think, will vindicate the aenaral sound-
ness of their judgment upon the many diflicult questions tlu-.\'.'!m\‘u been
obliged to determine. =

The results of the few years of its existence, and particularly those of
the past year, demonstrate the usefulness of the Life-Saving Serviee.
The great things it eannot fail to accomplish in the tuture will foree it
prominently upon the notice ol the public, amd it is destined to stand in
the front rank of the philanthropic institutions ot the country, With-
out reference to its humsne aspeet, its importance to the interests of
commert i

¢ alone renders its extension to all very dangerous portions of
our coast ouly a question of time; but there ave some localities upon
which disasters are so frequent as to call loudly for immediate atten-
tion, and to make delay until public sentiment compels actiony almost
eriminal,  The outlying shoals of that part of the coast lying letween
Cape Henlopen and Cape Charles are very dangerous, and wreaks are
numerous upon them, while the dangers of the portion hetween Cape
Henry and Cape Hatteras are well known. I earnestly recommend the
establishment of a few stations, to be properly distributed between the
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two extreme points named. Those north of Chesapeake By conld he
placed under the charge of the superintendent of the New Jersey coist,
A superinfendent at a less vate of compensation than that paid the
others would have to be provided for the stations somth of Cape Henry.

The stations along the coast being for the most part within view or
gignal distance of each other, the present system of storin siunals
establisbed by the Signal Serviee of the Avmy might be extended to
many of the stations, or at least to those at or near prominent heid-
Linds which are nsually sighted by vessels approaching the cost,
generally elosely shirted by onr large fleets of coasters, which would
thus be aftorded o timely warning of coming wiles, and condd seek the
nearest harbor, or make an otling and be prepared to meet the Hieid
ened danger,  General Myer, the able Chiel Sienal-Otlicer of ths Avmy,
I expressed his willingness to ep-operate with this Departinent n
devising @ plan by which the two serviees ean et conjointly in this
Tumane undertaking 16 is believed that the stormesigeals may be in-
sorporated with the Life Saving Service, at a trifling expense, compareil
[ith the resalts to be gained, and most of the stutions connected by a
ne of telegeaph by which specily assistance ean be smmmonsd from
e neighboring stations, the mainland, or elsewhere, when needed,
iile all the stations may, at the siame time, be brought within tele-
apliic communication with the Department through the oflice ol the
jef Signal-Oflicer of the Avmy. With the fwo systems thus combined,
portion of the coast embraced would not only be divested ina greit
measure of its dangers, but would also be provided with an cficient
picket-line, or const-guard, to prevest smugeling or give notice of thie
approach of enemies.

Iny cfforts to obtain a kuowledge of suljects conneeted v ith this
im[m#mt braneh of the business under my elarge, I have been greatly

assisted by Captain R B, Forbes, ol Boston, and Mr. G.ONL Tatham, of
Philadelphia, both of whom are deeply interested in all matlers relat-
ing tohe saving of lile from marine disaster, aud who are probably
more fauiliar with the subject than any other persons in the country.
They haye Kindly furnished me wueh valuable information, for which 1
am under many obligations.

In conglusion, it is my agreeable duty to acknowledge the cilicient
support which I have at all times received from the gentlemen con-
nected with me in the oflice, in my endeavors to carry out your instrue-
tions and wishes in respect to the matters intrusted to me.

I have the honor to be, very respeetfully, your oledient servant,
S, 1. KIMBALL,
Chief of Dureau.
Hon. GEorGE S, BOUTWELL,
L Seeretury of the Treasury.
3 nha
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