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ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE

[In conformity with acts of Congress approved June 18, 1878, and May 4, 1882.]
Sumner I. KimBavrL, General Superintendent, Wa,shin%t{?n, D. C.
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.| Herbert M. Knowles .| Wakefleld, R. 1.
Arthur Dominy... .| Bay Shore, N. Y.
John 8. Cole. . . Asbury Park, N. J.
William E. Tunn Lewes, Del.
Patrick H. Morgan. Shawboro, N. C.
Hiram B. Shaw... Jacksonville, Fla.

.| Willism A, Hutohings .| Galveston, Tex.

.| Edwin E. Chapman. .| Buffalo, N.Y.

.| Jerome G. Kiah....... Harbor Beach, Mich.
Charles Morton.... ...| Grand Haven, Mich.

L OttoWellander.........ooviimieiiiieiaiaaieaanaannn Rooms 311-312, Customhouse,

San Francisco, Cal.
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ge‘gﬁd - }Lieut. Charles Satterlee, U. S. Revenue-Cutter Service.. {N%oszgn,%?&t.“bh Building,
Fgli;r%ﬁ - Lieut. Henry G. Fisher, U. 8. Revenue-Cutter Service..| Patchogue, N. Y.

Fifth... .| Capt. Kirtland W, Perry, U. S. Revenue-Cutter Service..| Atlantic City, N.J.

Sixth. .| Capt. John C. Cantwell U. 8. Revenue-Cutter Service... Sa!isburx, .-
Seventh.......| Capt. W. E. W. Hall, 0. 8. Revenue-Cutter Service. .. Ehzalﬁt PCi:,:yblg!' C.B fdin
ﬁﬁ%ﬁh - }Ca.pt. Byron L. Reed, U. 8. Revenue-Cutter Service. ... { %'aganna(llls Ga, 00 Buiding,

. i y
Capt. Francis A. Levis, U. 8. Revenue-Cutter Service... N?)'e%%ltpﬁ'i"cl? fice Building,
Ct}pt. Andrew J. Henderson, U. 8. Revenue-Cutter Serv- | No. 50011l7;edeml Building, Chi-
ce. cago, IIL
Thirteenth.... Cséat. Johnstone H. Quinan, U. 8. Revenue-Cutter Rooms 311-312, Customhouse,
ervice. San Francisco, Cal.

.

BOARD OF LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES.

Name. Post-office address.

Ohto”H.S Tittman, president, Superintendent U. S. Coast and Geo- | Washington, D. C.
etic Survey.
Edwin lt‘: Chapman, recorder, superintendent, tenth life-saving | Buffalo, N. Y.

Col. David A. Lyle, U. S. Army (retired)............cccceeeenaann... 8t. Davids, Pa.

8ilas H. Harding, superintendent, first life-saving district..... . Portsmouth, N. H.

Herbert M. Knowles, superintendent, third life-saving district....... Wakefleld, R.I.

.{grome G. Kiah, superintendent, eleventh life-saving district........ Harbor Beach, Mich.
BCANICY - eneeeenaeennnnnneneaiereeeennennsnnssasaeseeeseennnsnnnnnnn

SUPERINTENDENT OF TELEPHONE LINES.
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CLASSIFICATION OF DISTRICTS AND STATIONS.

ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS.

Stations.
First district (coasts of Maine and New Hampshire)............................ 15
Second district (coast of Massachusetts).. ..........c....ociciiiiiiniaeaannn.. 32
Third district (coasts of Rhode Island and Fishers Island)...................... 10
Fourth district (coast of Long Island) .. ...... .. .. ..o i iiiiiiiiiiiaana... 33
Fifth district (coast of New ersﬁy) ............................................ 42
Sixth district (coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles)..................... 19
Seventh district (coast from Cape Henry to Cape Fear River) 34
Eighth district (coasts of South Carolina, Georgia, and eastern Florida).......... 10
Ninth district (Gulf coast). ........c.oiii i e 8
7 7 203
COASTS OF THE GREAT LAKES.!
Tenth district (Lakes Erie and Ontario, including Louisville station)........... 13
Eleventh district (Lakes Huron and Superior)............................... 19
Twelfth district (Lake Michigan). . ... . ... ... . it iiiiiiaannn. 31
oY 63
Thirteenth district. . ......... ... i i i
Atlantic and Gulf coasts........ ... it

Coasts of the Great Lakes. .
PACIfic CORBL. - ..ot

1 Including a station at the Falls of the Ohio, Louisville, Ky.
2 Including a station at Nome, Al 8.



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TREASBURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, November 29, 1913.
Sir: As required by section 7 of the act of June 18, 1878, I have
the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the
Life-Saving Service for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1913, and of
the expenditures of moneys appropriated for the maintenance of the
service for that period.
Respectfully, SumNER I. KMBALL,
General Superintendent.
Hon. W. G. McAboo,

Secretary of the Treasury.
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OPERATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES
LIFESAVING SERVICE.

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS.

The number of documented vessels sustaining disaster during the
last fiscal year within the field of operations of the Life-Saving
Service was 552. They carried 5,787 persons, of whom 73 were lost.
The estimated value of the vessels was $12,128,070 and of their
cargoes $2,529,170, making the total value of the property imperiled
$14,657,240. Of this amount, $1,721,215 represents the estimated
value of the property lost.

There were also involved in casualty during the year 1,191 undocu-
mented vessels—those of less than 5 tons burden—such as small
launches, sailboats, rowboats, etc. These were valued at $965,910,
and the loss they sustained is estimated at $41,935. There were on
board 3,254 persons, 14 of whom perished.

Shelter and subsistence were afforded at the service stations to
437 persons who were victims of shipwreck and of boating accidents.
These were furnished a total of 756 days’ relief.

The foregoing data and other information of importance relating
to the year’s work of the life-saving corps are presented for ready
reference in tabular form as follows, the figures pertaining to each
clas;sl of vessels (documented and undocumented) being given sepa-
rately: .

Undocu-
D mﬁw‘i mented Total.

. vessels.
Number of vessels involved 552 1,191 1,743
Vessels totally lost .......... cer 40 29 69
Persons on board............. ... 5,787 3,254 9,041
Liveslost. .. ....ooooiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaaaan vee 73 14 87
Persons succored at stations.....................oooll . 223 214 437
Days’ succor afforded...... . 505 251 756
Value of vessels involved .| $12,128,070 $952,310 $13, 080, 380
Value of cargoes................ .| 82,529,170 $13, 600 $2, 542,770
Total value of property involve .| $14,657,240 $965, 910 $15, 623, 150
Value of property saved.. . .| $12,936,025 $923,975 | ! $13, 860,000
Value of property 1ost. . .......coiiimiiiiieiiiiiiiaiaiaaaaans $1,721,215 $41,935 $1,763,150

11t should not be understood that the entire amount represented by these figures was saved by the
service. A considerable portion was saved by salvage companies, wrecking tugs, and other instrumen-
talities, often working in conjunction with the surfmen. It is manifestly impossible to afgrtion the
relative results accomplished. Itis eqimlly imdpowble to give even an approximate estimate of the number
of lives saved by the station crews. It would be preposterous to assume that all those on board vessels
suffering disaster who escaped would have been lost but for the aid of the life-savers; yet the number of
mrsons taken ashore by the lifeboats and other appliances by no means indicates the sum total saved by

e service. In many instances where vessels are released from stranding or other perilous situations by
the life-saving crews both the vessels and those on board are saved, although the &no le are not actually
taken ashore, and frequently the vessels and crews escaping disaster entirely are undoubtedly saved by the
warning signals of the patrolmen, while in numerous cases, either where vessels suffer actual disaster or
where they are only warned from d r, no loss of life would have ensued even though no aid had been
rendered. The number of disasters, property involved, the amounts saved and lost, the number of
persons on board, and the number lost are known, and these facts are all that can be expressed statistically
with reasonable accuracy. 1
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The number of casualties reported during the year from the field
exceeds that of any former year within the history of the service.
The value of imperiled property was greater, also, than ever before
except for the year 1909. Notwithstanding this, a lower percentage
of property loss is not to be found in any former annual summary of
service operations. It has been equaled only twice, namely, in 1896
and 1898. The value of property endangered, however, during the
first of these two years was approximately $3,000,000 less and
during the last mentioned year $8,000,000 less than was imperiled
during 1913.

The loss of life within the last year was also exceptionally large,
exceeding that of any previous year since the season of 1877-78.
It is also widely at variance with the aver];ge annual mortality record
since the introduction of the present life-saving system n 1871,
which has been 33. This unusual record was due to two disasters
which took place upon the Pacific coast: One, the wreck of the
steamer Rosecrans, January 7, 1913, at the entrance to the Columbia
River, with the loss of 33 of the 36 persons she carried; the other,
the destruction of the German bark Mimi, April 6, 1913, near the
mouth of the Nehalem River, Oreg., with the loss of 16 of the 20
persons on board. In neither of these instances could those who
perished have been saved by any human agency. It should be
stated, moreover, that all of the hife-saving crews present at these
wrecks performed valiant service, those engaged at the disaster
first mentioned losing two powerful motor lifeboats while' makin
desperate but, happily, successful efforts to rescue two sailors, a
that remained alive on board when the rescuers appeared after a
search of several hours made for the vessel in a thick fog. The
work of the corps upon this occasion was marked by incidents of
heroism and devotion to duty that have never been surpassed. It
evoked the highest encomiums of press and public, and was specially
recognized by the passage of resolutions of commendation by the
Legislature of the State of Oregon, and the adoption of similar
resolutions by various city governments and commercial organiza-
tions. Recognition by the National Government was extended to
each man who participated in the work in the form of a gold medal,
bestowed under authority of the act of June 20, 1874. It is appro-
priate to state in this connection that none of the instances of loss
of life during the year was due to the failure of the corps to perform
their full duty.

APPORTIONMENT OF WRECK STATISTICS TO THE SEVERAL LIFE-SAVING
DISTRICTS.

The apportionment of the figures contained in the foregoing table
};ol lt;he several life-saving districts and the coasts of the country is as
ollows: .
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ATLANTIC AND GULF CoasTs, DistricTs 1 TO 9.

FIRST DISTRICT—COASTS OF MAINE AND NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Undocu-
Documented
mented Total.
vessels. vessels.
Vessels involved. . 56 91 147
Vessels totally los 4 4 8
Persons on board . 297 184 481
- T g g P
Persons succored 43 24 67
Days’ succor afforded....... 141 46
Value of vessels involved....... $305, 400 $35, 395 $340, 795
Value of cargoes.................. . $91, 445 $750 $92,195
Total value of property involved.................ccoeiuiian.. $396, 845 $36,145 $432, 990
Value of property saved.........ccoemieiiiiiiiiiiiinnianaa. $317,315 865 $352, 180
Value of property 10st. ... .ocovmieiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiaiinanas $79, 530 Sl , $80,810
SECOND DISTRICT—COAST OF MASSACHUSETTS,
Vesselsinvolved. .......oo.oiiiiiiii it 97 297 394
essels totally [ 4 9 13
Personson board..........ciiiiiiiiiiiiii it 1,147 761 1,908
LAveS10St. oottt 2 2
Persons succored at stations. ...l 20 65 85
Days’ succor afforded............ccocvuiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiaan.. 26 72 98
Value of vesselsinvolved..............coooiiiiiiiiia.. 81,135,325 $247,455 $1,382,780
Value of CArgoeSs. . «ocueeneitietiiiiiai it eniaeaaannaan $435,220 $455 8435, 675
Total value of property involved.............ccooevuniian... $1, 570, 545 $247,910 $1,818,455
Value of property saved. .............cooviiiiiiiiniaaa... $1, 503, 045 $240, 260 81, 743 305
Value of property lost........ feeeeaes e eeeeeeeiieaea $67,500 $7,650 $7 5, 150
THIRD DISTRICT—COASTS OF RHODE ISLAND AND FISHERS ISLAND.
Vesselsinvolved. ... ... ... ..coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiias . 12 17 29
Vessels totally lost.. . |
Porsons otn ...... 75 32 107
Potsons succored at stations. . N 18 2 20
Days’ succor afforded.... .. . 24 2 26
Value of vessels involved . $134, 400 811,555 $145,955
Value of cargoes.................. $23,400 i.....cconen.. y
Total value of property involved. $157,800 811,555 $169, 355
Value of property saved...................... . $145, 800 $11,240 $157,040
Value of property 10st. .. ......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaae $12,000 $315 812, 315
Vessels involved. .. ......... ..ottt 65 115
Vesselstotallylost........ocoieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieannaaeed 3 eiiiiiainnn.n 3
Persons on board........ 189 498
Liveslost................. . 2
Persons succored at stations. . . 6 24
Days’ succor afforded...... . 41
‘Value of vessels involved . . $50, 955 $365, 855
Value of cargoes. . ................ . $38, 420 $580 $39, 000
‘Cotal value of property involved. $51,535 $404, 855
Value of property saved.......... . $51,425 $350, 595
‘Value of property lost. .. ......cooiiiiiiioiiiiiiiiiiiiinaian. $110 854,260
93 158
5 10
201 1,148
2 3
31 56
.......... 31 98
...... $81, 265 $1, 491, 665
Value of cargoes. . ............... $314,820 $405 $315,225
Total value of property involved. $1,725,220 $81, 670 $1, 806, 890
Value of property saved......... i Sl 592, 905 $75,250 $1, 668, 155
Value of property 10St. . ....cooieiieniieiieeaiiaiiaaannnnns . I 3132 315 $6, 420 $138,735
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ATtLANTIC AND GULP CoasTs, DisTRICPZS 1 TO 9—Continued.
SIXTH DISTRICT—COAST FROM CAPE HENLOPEN TO CAPE CHARLES.

Undocu-
Doglelg‘elx;ted mented Total.
g vessels.

Vessels involved. ..........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaaea, 19 19 38
Vessels totally Lost..........ccoivmimiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiinienesfoniiiininneiedfoianiiiiideiiiii i,
Personsonboard...........c.ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaa, R, 69 50 119
B T T ) O 1
Persons succored at stations. ...............cooiiiiiiiiiiiann. 7 8 15
Days’ succor afforded. .........coociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaas 17 8 25
- Value of vesselsinvolved............cocieiiiiiiiiiininanann $101,225 816,115 $117,340
VLU Of CATEOBS . « e v e v oo nnn s menmmnn s on e $17, 765 $250 $18,015

Total value of property involved........c.cecveicinaeneannn. $118, 990 $16, 365 ,
Value of property saved. .......c.cceeveiierencncenncecennnas $109, 490 $16, 200 $125, 780
Value of property 1ost. . ...ooveimiiiiiiiiiieiiiinaeinnnnnn $9, 500 $75 $9, 575

SEVENTH DISTRICT—COAST FROM CAPE HENRY TO CAPE FEAR RIVER.

Vessels involved. .....ccoveimiiiiiiineiriiieanaeeeaennnanns 35 32 67
Vessels totally 1ost.......ccveviiiiimiiieieiiiiniiiieaannn. L2 P 5
Persons on board.......cceiiieiiiniiiiieinaeeiranaeaeeaaaaas 355 85 440
......... [ PR 6
........... 40 23 63
Days’succor afforded........ccooeivimennmieeiieiiiiiaiaaean.s 136 2 159
Value of vessels involved . .......c...ceenimeiiiiiienenannnnnat $1,190, 550 $30, 475 $1, 221, 025
Value Of CArg0eS. . covvuvuennrieneereenenacasacencacaccacennns $387,110 $405 $387,515
Total value of property fnvolved..........ccoeeiieiiiiinnan. $1, 577,660 $30, 880 $1, 608, 540
Value of property 8aved........cccveeeeeneeneecacecenaenennes $1, 343,420 $30. 595 $1,374,015

Value of property lost. . $234, 240 $285 $234,

EIGHTH DISTRICT—COASTS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND EASTERN FLORIDA.

Vessels INVOlved. ........coveieenennnnaenaecesensenenaannnns
Vessels totally lost.
Persons on board .
Lives Lost..............

Persons succored at stations.
Days’ succor afforded......

Value of vessels involved .

Value of cargoes............... $30, 000

Total value of property involved..........c.coiimieaniaaann $375, 000 $19, 360 $394, 360
Value of property 8aved........cceeeceeecannemanacneneceneens $352, 500 $19, 145 $371,645
Value of property lost. .. $22, 500 $215 $22,715

NINTH DISTRICT—GULF COAST.

Vessels iNVOlved. . .....caveieenaanacnercaceerocenacasoaseenss 18 32
Vessels totally 1 18% 8}

Persons on board
Lives lost.....

[l;ersons succt::‘g ate . .. 2
ays’ succor afforded.. ......
V:l ue o; vessels involved . $29. Otlzg $551, 155
VAlue Of CAIBOOS . - ccvceeceresnnaseamecnesneasnasescessssoananns ,
Total value %! property involved...........c.oeeieeaeiiiienns $29, 900 $610, 275
Value of property saved. .....ccoeeceeeroeeanecneenieemoannens . $507,830 $29, 265 $537, 095
Value of Property 108t. . . ....ceueeerecnnneneereenenenmannnnns $72, 545 $635 $73, 180
SUMMARY—ATLANTIC AND GULF COASTS.

Vessels iDVolved.........ceeeeeneceerenenee 359 670 1,029
Vessels totally 10st.........coeeeennenaens = 19 42
Personsonboard........cceceaneanans J,Mg 1..4(7% 5,106
Lives lost . 1m e 14
Perso,ns succored act‘ a‘tintlons ......... : -;(i 263 33(‘;
D o et fmvolved oo 0 | 85,450,270 $521,000 |  $5,980,330
Value of cATgoes. ........--- e 3}5 22‘5" ‘;gg ’53;7 g% :;' 3.3‘1)’ g;g
Total value of property involved.. Wi oo o0 . 381,

7al1€ Of PrOPETLY - .« cvvvnnrecsnne 171,470, $6, 679, 810
Value of property..... A 1: 810

Value of property 10st. .. .....ccoeveenees $684, 280 I $16, 985
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CoasTs OoF THE GREAT LAKESs: DIsTRIOTS 10 TO 12.
TENTH DISTRICT .—-COASTS OF LAKES ERIE AND ONTARIO.

Undocu-
Documented
mented Total.
vessels. vessels.
Vessels iInvolved.........ccoiiiiiiiiienieiineiiiennneannn. 111 136
Vessels totally lost............ . 4 2 6
Persons on board............. 37 1,251
Liveslost....ccoceuieennnnn.. 2
Persons succored at stations. . 7 7
Days’ succor offered......... 7 7
Value of vessels involved... $67,435 $800, 136
Value of cargoes................ $630 $88, 945
Total value of property involved $68, 065 $979, 080
Value of property saved........ . $63, 295 $938, 510
Value of property 10st. .. c...cueeueiiiieiienienaraieecncnnns $35, 800 $4,770 $40, 570
ELEVENTH DISTRICT—COASTS OF LAKES HURON AND SUPERIOR.

17
Value of vessels involved $2, 394, 800 ) $2, 455, 87
Value of cargoes. . ........... $470, 460 $2, 535 $472,005
Total value of property invol $2, 865, 260 $63,610 $2,928,870
Value of property saved.... $2, 785,740 $63,470 $2, 849,210
Value of property lost $79,520 $140 $79, 660

TWELFTH DISTRICT—COAST OF LAKE MICHIGAN.
Vessels InVolved. ......cceeeeieeiinieriiiiienineecencecnas 248
Vessels totally lost........ 4
Persons on board......... 1,019
Liveslogt....cccevuueennenns 10
Persons succored at stations 16
Days’ succor afforded.......
Value of vessels involved. .. $1,847,480
Value of Cargoes. ......cceeeene- §l70,
Total value of property involved. . $2,026, 815
Value of property saved........ .. $1, 938, 705
Value of Property 10st . . ..cceeeceecereneeeneneecaeeeencceannnn $88,110
SUMMARY—COASTS8 OF THE GREAT LAKES
Vessels Involved. ........cceeiieeeeneiiieinceiseccnacccnanas 116 308 514
Vessels totally 10st......cooeeueinicnenencnananns . 9 4 13
Personson hoard.......cceevieeenniiienenaannnn. . 1,700 1,185 2,804
Liveslost................... . 10 2 12
Persons succored at stations 14 21 35
Days’ succor afforded... 21 42
Value of vessels involved $4,914,050 $279, 440 $5, 103, 490
Value of cargoes. ....... §737, $3, 590 5741, 275
Total value of property i $5,651, 735 $283, 030 $5,934, 765
Value of property saved 455, $271,125 $5, 726, 425
Value of property lost. . .... $196, 435 $11,005 $208,340
THIRTEENTH DISTRICT—PACIFIC COAST.?

Vessels involved........ccceeiimiieniiinaiiiiiiaieiencnnnnn. 7 123 200
Vessels totally lost........ . 8 6 14
Persons on board......... 733 308 1,041
Liveslost........c.ccuuunn.n 56 6 61
Persons succored at stations. 38 18 56
Days’ succor afforded....... 38 22 60
Value of vessels involved. 81,754,750 $151, 810 $1, 908, 560
Value of Cargoes. . .......... 95, $5,750 $400, 750
Total value of property involved . $2, 149,750 $157, 560 $2,307,310
Value of property saved......... ..| 81,300,250 $144,515 $1,453, 765
Value of property lost. . ...............o..o. 10T $840, 500 $13,045 $853, 545

1 Including a station at Louisville, Ky.
2 Including a station at Nome, Alaska.
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~ GENERAL SuMMARY—ByY CoasTs.
[Combining both classes of vessels.]

Atlantic
Lake Pacific
aggsg;m coasts. coast. Total.
Vessels involved. ......cccooemiiereniienniiinnnaaanns 1,029 514 200 1,743
.e- e eee 42 13 14 (]
...... 5, 111)2 2, 811); 1,046% 9, Og_}
Persons succored at stations.. 346 35 56 437
Days’ succor afforded........ 42 60 756
Value of vessels involved. .... 80, $5,193,490 | 81,906,560 | $13,080,380
Value of CATZ08S. . ....-....... $741,275 ' $400,750 | 82, 542, 77
Total value of property involved $2,307,310 | $15,623,150
Value of property saved 81,453,765 | $13, 860, 000
Value of property lost $853,545 | 81,763,150

SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE TO VESSELS.

Of the 1,743 vessels included in the tabular statement, 1,364, o
78 per, cent, valued with their cargoes at $6,032,935, and carrying
5,168 persons, were assisted by the crews of the service only; 307,
valued with their ca?oes at $7,785,205, and having on board 3,270
persons, were assisted by the service corps, working in conjunction
with revenue cutters, wrecking vessels, etc.; 33, valued with their
cargoes at $1,353,455, and carrying 376 persons, were assisted only
by dpriva.te agencies; while 39, valued with their cargoes at $451,555,
and carrying 227 persons, got out of danger unassisted or suffered
destruction before assistance could reach them.

In addition to the services performed by the corps as alreadv set
forth, aid was extended to 288 vessels finding themselves in divers
situations of need, though not in immediate danger. The service
thus afforded consisted largely of emergency piloting, carrying per-
sons to and fro between ship and shore, caring for sick and injured
officers, seamen, etc.

Warning signals were given also to 182 vessels running into dan-
ger. Of these, 117 were steamers. On 147 occasions these warnings
were given in the night. No figures can, of course, be furnished
showing the value of the vessels so warned or the number of persons
they carried. It may be assumed, nevertheless, that the signals
were instrumental in preventing the loss of much property, and
doubtless loss of life as well.

ACCIDENTS TO UNDOCUMENTED VESSELS.

As shown on a preceding page, 1,191 undocumented vessels—
launches, sailboats, barges, scows, houseboats, rowboats, etc.—met
with accident or disaster during the year within the field of the
service. This is an increase of 84 over the number given for 1912,
A classification of these vessels according to propulsive power, and
other t()ilata, of interest relating to them, appears in the accompany-
ing table.

%&s usual, motor boats head the list with an excess in number of
only 14 over that given in the preceding report in the same con-
nection. Craft of this kind comprised 70 per cent of the total number
of vessels included in the table—a larger percentage by 6 than that
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shown for 1912. Moreover, they carried 76 per cent of the entire
number of persons aboard disabled undocumented boats and approxi-
mately one-fourth of the number of persons aboard all classes of
vessels, both documented and undocumented, reported as having
suffered disaster.

The percentage of fatalities occurring in accidents to undocumented
craft during 1913 was considerably more than that given for 1912,
one person having been lost of each 232 involved, as against 1 of each
346 1mvolved during the previous year.

|
Proj Persons | Lives
Description of vessels. Vessels. l Invglev | on board.| 1ogt.
Gasoline motor boats. ......coieeiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiineeieaeaaeaanas 831 I $756, 900 2,475 9
Miscellaneous small safling vessels.............cccoeeeeennecnnnn.. 183 | 107,715 451 I........
Misoellaneous towed vessels (barges, scows, lighters, houseboats,

ile drivers, dredges,etc.). ... ... ...coceeeneieiiiiininnnnnna.. 45 87,685 65 [..ccee..
Mboelianeous small boats propelled by oars. ...............o...l. 1321 13,630 263 5
b IO 1,101 | 985910 | 3,254 14

i

ACCIDENTS TO GASOLINE BOATS.

In addition to the 831 motor boats included in the foregoin,
table, 207 gasoline-propelled craft of the documented class suf-
fered casualty in the vicinity of the life-saving stations, making
the total number of motor-driven vessels reported for the year as
having been involved in disaster 1,038. This exceeds the similar
record of the {)receding year by 56. These 1,038 cases comprise 60
per cent of all marine casualties reported from the stations within
the year, an increase of 3 per cent over the like record for 1912. The
1,038 motor boats carried 4,088 persons, or 45 per cent of the number
of persons aboard the entire number of vessels of all descriptions-
reported. They contributed 5 of the 15 disasters attended by loss
of life within the field of service operations, said 5 casualties having
caused the death of 17 of the 87 persons who perished within the
territory guarded by the corps.

The total value of the property involved in the 1,038 instances of
casualty mentioned was $1,729,660. In 579 of these cases the nature
of the accident was reported as ‘‘disabled engine.”

Comment has been made in former reports upon the ever increasing
volume of work put upon the service crews accidents to motor
vessels. The evolution of the gasoline boat covers little more
than a decade. In 1904, for example, a total of 88 motor-boat
accidents was reported from the life-saving stations. This number
was only 11 per cent of the total number of vessels included in that
year’s record of casualties. The number of such accidents reported
dtlllri]ng the last fiscal year was, as above stated, 60 per cent of the
whole.

In comparison with their number the aggregate value of these
boats is small, considered in relation to the total value of all classes
of endangered vessels. Their value last year, when more of them
sustained accident than during any previous year, was but 11 per
cent of the value of all the property (vessels and cargoes) involved
in casualty.

23706—14—2
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In connection with the foregoing advertence to the steadily
augmented contribution made by these boats to the list of reported
casualties, the following table is not without interest. The tabulation
covers a decade—1904 to 1913, inclusive—and shows the number of
casualties reported for each of said years, their annual increase, the
percentage of increase, and the percentage of such accidents in
relation to the entire number of casualties reported annually for all
classes of vessels:

1904 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907 | 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913

i

1
Number of accidents to motor vessels !
i

+POPOTtOd . eee. it 88| 112 | 172 | 2256 406 | 568 | 756 | 809 | 982 | 1,038
Annual increase in number of casualties..! 28| 24| 60 180 | 163 | 188, 53 | 173 56
Percentage of annual increase. .......... |4 27| 54| 381 40 71 21 6
Percentage of casualties in relation to the
entire number of casualties reported ! )
during the year....................... fo1) M| 20 27| 37| 41 62 55| &7 60

VESSELS TOTALLY LOST.

Sixty-nine, or 4 per cent, of the 1,743 vessels suffering disaster
within the field of the service during the year were totally lost. Of
these, 40 were documented and 29 undocumented.

Forty-two of the 69 were lost on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, 13
on the Great Lakes, and 14 on the Pacific coast.

The 40 documented craft had an aggregate tonnage of 20,808,
were valued at $1,264,150, and carried 370 persons, 60 of whom were
lost. Five of the 40 vessels were British, 1 German, and 1 Italian.
The 33 others were American. In the list were the Italian bark
Caterina, of 1,350 tons, wrecked October 23, 1912, on the coast of
New Jersey; the schooner Charmer, of 1,885 tons, wrecked December
3, 1912, at Cape Henry, Va.; the schooner L. Herbert Taft, of 1,492
tons, wrecked Decem\‘;er 19, 1912, near Sandy Hook, N. J.; the
British bark Torrisdale, of 2,184 tons, wrecked December 28, 1912,
near Grays Harbor, Wash.; the steamer Rosecrans, of 2,976 tons, lost
January 7, 1913, at the entrance to the Columbia River, Pacific
coast; the schooner Montrose Houck, of 1,104 tons, wrecked February
19, 1913, on the coast of North Carojina; and the German bark Mima,
of 2,369 tons, lost April 6, 1913, at the mouth of the Nehalem
River, Oreg. The record shows also the loss of 7 other vessels of
between 500 and 1,000 tons.

The 29 undocumented vessels lost were small craft—launches,
sailboats, etc. They were valued at $32,830, and had on board 73
persons, none of whom perished.

The entire number of persons lost, as above stated, perished in 6
disasters, two alone of which—the wrecks of the Rosecrans and the
Mimi—claimed 49 lives.

FOREIGN VESSELS INVOLVED IN DISASTER.

Forty-one documented and 2 undocumented foreign vessels (14
steamers, 20 schooners, 5 barks, 1 ship, and 3 sloops) met disaster
during the year within the scope of operations of the service as follows:
Thirty-four upon the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, 4 upon the Great Lakes,
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and 5 upon the Pacific coast. Thirty-two of the 43 vessels were
lgll;iitl;ish, 3 Norwegian, 2 German, 2 Dutch, 2 Austrian, 1 Italian, and 1
ean. '

The documented vessels had a combined tonnage of 54,426, and were
valued with their cargoes at $2,501,285, of which amount $139,790
represents the damage or loss incurred. They carried a total of 753
persons, 16 of whom were lost. These perished in one disaster—the
wreck of the German bark Mima.

Nineteen of the documented vessels were large craft, having an
average tonnage of 2,655 and an average value of $124,000. The
average tonnage of the 22 other documented vessels was oniy 177.

The two undocumented vessels (both British sloops) were valued
together at $1,800. They carried 5 persons, none of whom was lost.

BOATS AND APPARATUS USED DURING THE YEAR.

The various boats and appliances at the stations were used on
1,989 occasions during the year in conveying to land or carrying to
other places of safety 4,096 persons. The extent to which each
cli;)sls of boats and appliances was employed is shown in the following
table:

Tim Persons
Description of boats and apparatus. usedes m landed,
. - | Ve

Surfboats (Without POWer).......c.cccninimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 391
POWer SUrfbDOatS. ..o cnt et tii ettt . 539 1,049
Lifeboats (without power), self-righting and self-bailing .. 9 9 1
Power lifeboats, self-righting and self-bailing 542 957
Miscellaneous power launches 461 742
Small boats (unclassified)................... .. 233 293 228
River life skiffs (used at Louisville station). F 78 234
Breeches buoy apparatus?.................. ceen 59 55
Heaving 8ticKeeee. e coeeeereeieniieiaannn. PO [ R P,
L S PP 2,372 | 34,000

1 Of these, 472 were victims of floods in the Middle Western States.
2 Operated on one occasion at night, landing 4 Bpersons.
1 3 gglud‘:s use of steamer Relief at City Point Station, as follows: Twenty-three times, 23 trips, 24 persons
anded, etc.

POWER BOATS FOR RESCUE WORK.

From the field continue to come demands for power craft to replace
certain of the larger types of service boats propelled by oars. This
demand is being met as rapidly as appropriations will allow. At
the close of the year 68 self-righting and self-bailing lifeboats and 58
Beebe-McLellan self-bailing power surfboats (126 in all) were in use
at the stations, 19 of the type last described having been put in com-
mission during the year. Of the lifeboats, 28 are of the 36-foot
length and 40 of the 34-foot length.

e marked growth of late years in the work of the service does
not necessarily 1ndicate a corresponding increase in the number of
casualties to vessels along our coasts, but rather the ability of the
corps, with their improved boats, to cover more territory than for-
merly. Of the 4,096 endangered persons taken ashore or to other
places of safety by the life-saving crews during the year, 2,748 were
transported in the power boats of the service.
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ESTABLISHMENT, REBUILDING, AND IMPROVEMENT OF STATIONS.

The stations within the establishment number 285, a station having
been completed and manned during the year at Eagle Harbor, Mich.
Their distribution by coasts is shown on page 6.

Reference was made last year to contracts entered into for rebuild-
ing the Blue Point, Moriches, and Rockaway Stations, on the coast
of Long Island. This work was completed within the year, as was
also the rebuilding of the station at ll)?.ockaway Point, on the same
coast, and the station at City Point, Mass., to replace structures that -
were old and unsuited to (f)resent,-da needs. e rebuilding of the
station at Brazos, Tex., destroyed by hurricane October 16, 1912,
was also completed during the year.

Contract was entered into for rebuilding stations at Nags Head
and Poyners Hill, N. C., and for extensive improvements to the
stations at Point Allerton, Mass., Ocean City, Md., and Burnt Island,
Me. This work has all been completed, as has also the work of
repair and construction mentioned in last year’s report as having
been begun at Cobb Island, Va. The rebuilding of the station at
Cape Fear, N. C., begun within the year, is still under way.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES OF STATION CREWS.

During the year considerable miscellaneous service (work unasso-
ciated with casualties to vessels) was Eerformed by the station crews
The most important part of the work of this character consisted of
the rescue of persons finding themselves in various situations of dan-
ger or distress both in the water and on land. The rescues reported
i this connection show the saving of 106 persons, most of them
bathers and swimmers. Other services of a miscellaneous nature
are reported as follows: First-aid treatment, given to 96 sick and
injured persons; shelter and subsistence afforded to 116 persons
detained upon the beaches by inclement weather and for other rea-
sons; succor provided to 3,037 persons (victims of floods in the
Middle West); the recovery of the bodies of 161 persons who met
death in the neighborhood of the stations, by drowning in the major-
ity of instances; the saving, upon 157 occasions, of personal property
such as automobiles and horse-drawn vehicles, fish nets, Ium}{)er, live
stock, aeroplanes and balloons, money and jewelry, involved in
mire and quicksands, endangered by floods and tides, lost, stolen,
etc.; assistance in 47 instances at fires, involving (fubl.ic and private
buildings and forests; aid on 70 occasions, extended to other branches
of the public service; also several unclassified items of service, such as
the apprehension of thieves and other lawbreakers, the detection of
smugglers, the finding of lost children, and assistance at burials.

BRAZOS STATION DESTROYED BY HURRICANE.

On October 16, 1912, the Brazos Life-Saving Station, situated at
the northern end of Brazos Island, Tex., was totally destroyed by
hurricane.

The coming of the hurricane was not altogether without warning.
On the morning of the 15th the patrol at the station named was dis-
continued because of the impassibility of the beach, due to excep-
tionally high tide. By 10 a. m. of this date the water had risen to
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such a height around the station that the keeper had the Beebe-
McLellan and the Monomoy surfboats launched and anchored near
by, ready for the crew to make their escape should their quarters
become untenable. About 10.30 p. m. the wind shifted to the north-
west, driving the tide in so rapi Kfthat within an hour the floor’of
the station building was awash. ter the lapse of another hour the
service boathouse was swept away and the main station building
began to move.

t 3.40 a. m. of the 16th, when it appeared that the building was
about to go, all hands were ordered into the Beebe-McLellan boat.
The barometer at this time stood at 28.25. Within 50 minutes after
the crew abandoned the station the buildin% turned over and began
to break up. At 5 a. m. the wind suddenly died down. The lull
lasted for perhaps 10 minutes, then the wind shifted to the southwest
and shortly was blowing a hurricane.

Aloug about 6.30 a. m., as the crew lay at anchor near their devas-.
tated quarters, they discovered a signal of distress hoisted on Padre
Island. They at once rigged a sail and responded. After a hard
fight against a strong ebb tide they reached the island and found two
men, & woman, and a child endangered by water. Taking the four
into their boat, they again anchored. Two hours later, the storm
having moderated, they set out with the rescued persons for Isabel,
Tex., situated on the mainland 2 or 3 miles westward. Two light
keepers accompanied them. Arriving at Isabel, they found every
vessel wrecked that had been at that place when the storm broke,
also many buildings destroyed. They remained at Isabel all day
and during the following night, doing what they could to relieve
the distress of the inhabitants and assisting them to recover their
property. No loss of life was reported by the keeper.

n the morning of the 17th the crew returned to the spot where
their station had stood, to find that the storm had made a clean
sweep of the buildings, save only the station kitchen (a detached
building) and an outhouse. The principal loss sustained in the
damage and destruction of apparatus and boats is reported to
have been as follows: Beach apparatus—crushed in fall of house,
wheels dished, axle bent, worthless; Beebe-McLellan boat wagon—
reach broken on port side, forward starboard wheel slig}llltly dished,
cradle badly bent out of shape on starboard side; dinghy and skiff
swept away and lost; supply boat Aid swept 450 yards into the ba
and sunk, bowsprit broken, house gone, mast and sail lost, dec
sprung from hull, starboard planking loose; life-car battered and
leaks sprung, probably unserviceable; signals, spare oars, medicine
chest, and other articles ﬁ)robably lost.

Measures were promptly taken to maintain the functions of the
life-saving crew re%;u'dless of the destructive interruption occasioned
by the storm, such supplies and equipment as were immediately
necessary being transferred from adjacent stations. Fortunately,
the station kitchen and the outhouse previously mentioned (the
latter a building 14 by 30 feet in plan) remained fit for occupancy.
‘These buildings became the temporary quarters of the crew.

The rebuilding of the station was undertaken without delay and
the work speedily concluded, the life-saving crew performing the
work of construction.
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FLOOD SERVICE IN THE MIDDLE WEST.

The spring of 1913 will be long remembered for its record of cas-
ualties due to storm and flood. Of all the ravages caused by the
overflowing of the rivers of the country the flood visitation of March
and April, last, claimed the greatest number of lives and the largest
loss of property. The effects of the high water, felt generally in Ohio
and Indiana, extended also to portions of West Virginia, Kentucky,
Illinois, Missouri, Tennessee, and other States farther south border-
ing upon the Mississippi River.

nder personal instructions of the Secretary of the Treasury, given
when the news first reached Washington that life and property were
in 190pardy in certain sections of the inundated territory, a number
of live-saving crews, with the necessary boats and equipment, were
Elaced at the disposal of State and municipal authorities and others
aving charge of such relief work as had been hastily instituted in
the stricken zone.

Seven crews in all performed flood service. A report of their
operations, submitted by the General Superintendent of the Service
to the Secretary of the Treasury under date of June 6, 1913, was

rinted in the form of a public document (House Doc. No. 94, 63d

ongress, 18t session). As this report is of undoubted historical
value it is reproduced in this volume (see Appendix) in order that it
may become a part of the permanent record of the work of the
establishment.

GENERAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF THE
PRESENT LIFE-SAVING SYSTEM, 1871-1913.!

Vessels involved .. ...oooono i it 26, 184
Persons on board.....oooei i iiiieaaaaaan 2168, 952
TAVeB 108t . e e it 31,417
Persons succored at stations............... . iiiiiiiiiiiiiait. 427,791
Days’ succor afforded .. 5 58,425
Value of vesselsinvolved....... ..o .o i, $244, 441, 225
Value of Cargoes.....ooeeeeenninen it $89, 451, 999
Total value of property involved........... ... . .. ... $333, 893, 224
Value of property saved...........cooouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, $270, 088, 037
Value of property lost........ ... i i $63, 805, 187

RETIREMENT PAY FOR ,THE LIFE-SAVING CREWS.

Retirement pay for the life-saving corps has been so repeatedly
recommended 1n former reports, and the crying need of such a pro-
vision of law so fully set forth, that further adversion to the sub-
ject seems but a waste of words. It is felt to be a duty, however,
to continue to plead the cause.

1 It should be cbserved that the operations of the service during this period have been limited as f llows:
Season of 1871-72, to the coasts of Long Island and New Jersey; seasons of 1872-74, to the coasts of Cape
Cod, Long Ialan(f, and New Jersey; season of 1874-75, to the coasts of New England, Long Island, New
Jersey, and the coast from Cape Henry tc Cape Hatteras; season of 1875-76, to the coasts of New England,
Long fsland, New Jersey, the coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, and the coast from Cape Henry
10 Cape Hatteras; season of 1876-77 and since, all the foregoing with the addition of the eastern coast of
Florida and portions of the lake coasts. In 1877-78 the Pacific coast was added, and in 1880 the coast of
Texas.

2 Including persons rescued not connected with vessels involved in disaster. X

3 Ei t{-ﬂve of these were lost at the disaster to the steamer Metropolis in 1877-78, when service was
impeded by distance, and 14 others in the same year owing to similar causes.

4 Including persons not connected with vessels involved in disaster.
¢ Including succor afforded to persons not connected with vessels involyved in disaster.
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The Life-Saving Establishment enjoys a justly earned reputation
for efficiency, but it may be truthfully said that 1ts prestige has been
held, in the face of a steady deterioration of its personnel, only
because the improvement of its matériel—its boats and apparatus—
has not been hampered by the difficulties that have been encoun-
tered in keeping its stations properly manned.

ile improved life-saving appliances have thus far largely
offset the lowered physical standard and morale of the corps, due
to the inability of the service to attract and hold able recruits,
modern equipment and up-to-date methods can not much longer
overbalance the deficiencies of a host of old and in many instances
physically unsound men whom it is necessary to reenlist from year
to year in order that the station crews may not be shorthanded.

Men of the sort the service needs have no incentive nowadays to
enter an employment that takes the best they can give of youth,
health, and zeal in an arduous, and oftentimes hazardous, routine of
duty, then casts them aside like driftwood. The records show that
many of those who do enlist leave the establishment after short
periods of service, preferring to follow private pursuits in which, if
their earnings are less certain, the chances for getting ahead appear
to them to be better.

Years ago, when wages in the business world were not so high as
at present and the cost of living less, the young men reared on the
coast looked to the Life-Saving Service as their natural field of
work. In fact, it offered them a career such as suited their training
and preparation for life.

For more than a decade, however, the service has ceased to attract
the class of men best suited to its peculiar demands. In preference
to joining the corps they are migrating to the larger cities and be-
coming police officers, members of fire companies, street-car con-
ductors, motormen, etc. Strong of body, as a rule, they have no
difficulty in getting work in the city. Moreover, their changed
environment enables them to give their families advantages not to
be secured in isolated localities, and they frequently find themselves
so situated that they may complacenﬂy regard the future, seeing
before them that incentive to fidelity that the Life-Saving Service
has been unable to hold out, namely, retirement for age or disability.

A bill in the interest of the corps is now pending in the Senate. It
is believed that it will overcome the objections raised against former
bills of the kind, in that it proposes to remove the life-saving crews
from their present civilian status and place them under a new bureau
to be known as the Coast Guard, said bureau to include the present
Life-Saving Service and the Revenue-Cutter Service. This bill pro-
vides for the rank and file of the Life-Saving Establishment, and for
certain of its officers the same retirement and other benefits now
enjoyed by the officers and enlisted men of the Revenue-Cutter
Service. v

As the work of the two services is similar, so far as relates to the
saving of life and property from shipwreck, and as the personnel of
the two bureaus are in constant cooperation in that line of endeavor,
the joining of the two services, as proposed, and the granting of
equal benefits to the officers and employees of each alike, would seem
to be a step in the interest of efficient and economical administra-
tion and deserving of the favorable consideration of Congress.
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RESTORATION OF THE APPARENTLY DROWNED.

The life-saving crews are frequently called upon to attempt the
restoration of persons taken from the water in a helpless or uncon-
scious condition in the neighborhood of the stations. In numbers of
such instances the efforts made to restore animation fail from various
causes. For instance, the Eatient may have already died of shock or
injury, the body may have been too long in the water, or attention too
long delayed after it was recovered, causes for which the service
crews are in nowise responsible.

A total of 14 cases of such restorative endeavor occurring within
the period covered by this report were successtul. In all of these
cases the }ila.tients were helpless when removed from the water,
and in 9 they were apparently dead. Accounts of 10 of the 14
cases are selected for publication here as best illustrating the service
method of restoring the apparently drowned.

ALBERT NEELEY, SOUTH HAVEN, MICH.

On the afternoon of July 9, 1912, the lookout of the South Haven
(Mich.) Life-Saving Station reported that a bather was being carried
from the water 100 yards to the southward. Making all haste
to the beach, the station crew found that a young man named Albert
Neeley had had a fit while in bathing, fallen in 3 feet of water, and
sunk. He was in the company of other bathers, but it seems that
nobody observed his indisposition or noted his disappearance until
some one a minute or so afterwards stepped upon his body. Then
he was quickly hauled to the surface and conveyed ashore.

When the life-savers arrived and took charge of the body it was
to all appearances inanimate. It was promptly placed across the
legs of a prostrate member of the crew and a pint of water ejected
from stomach and chest. Next the bellows movement was employed
with the patient lying upon his back upon a roll of blankets brought
from the station, the limbs being meanwhile vigorously rubbed to
restore circulation. Neeley began to breathe after less than five
minutes’ work on the part of the station crew. When respiratory
action had become sufficiently strong to permit of a temporary
cessation of resuscitative endeavor the man was carried to the station,
stri Iped of his wet clothing, wrapped in blankets, given a stimulant,
and left to lie undisturbed. After a two-hour sleep he was able to go
unassisted to his home.

MISS RUTH MCLAUGHLIN, ERIE, PA.

While bathing near Presque Isle Light, at Erie, Pa., on the evening
of July 16, 1912, Miss Ruth McLaughlin, 26 years of age, was swept
beyond her depth by a strong current. She was taken from the

27
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lake ap{])arent.ly dead by Robert Allen, keeper of the Erie light station,
after she had been under water between two and three minutes,
and resuscitated by the crew of the Erie Life-Saving Station.

It appears that a Mr. Victor Osburg was teaching Miss McLaughlin
to swim. When the current caught her he swam to her assistance
and tried to get her back into shallow water. A sea separated the
two, however, before they could get beyond danger, and the current
thereupon swept both, exhaustedg and helpless, into deep water and
toward the pier upon which Allen happened to be at the time, light-
ing a beacon.

The light keeper secured a short line and fastened to one of its
ends a mop handle, which he cast out to Osburg, and by means of
which he hauled the man up on the pier. By this time Miss McLaugh-
lin had sunk. Allen now divested himself of some of his clothing,
plunged into the heavy surf, swam the 60 or more yards to the place
where she had gone down, secured her by diving, and brought her
back to the pier. Both were taken out of the water by the Erie
life-saving crew, who had come from their station a third of a mile
aw%in response to an alarm sounded by the station lookout.

en the lifesavers took charge of the woman no signs of life
were manifest. They immediately laid her face down upon a roll
of clothing and expelled about a cupful of water from her. A
uantity of mucus was also removed from mouth and throat. When
the bellows movement had been applied for three minutes without
result she was turned a second time upon her face in an effort to
still further free her air passages of water. This time as much as
two tablespoonfuls of water were forced out. Artificial respiration
had not been continued for more than a minute afterwards when the
eyes of the patient were seen to roll and respiration to start. Several
minutes later she began to groan and cry out. From this time on her
recovery was rapid. Artificial respiration was practiced altogether
about three-quarters of an hour, accompanied by the usual accessory
treatment such as chafing the limbs, the application of hot-water bags,
warmed blankets, mustard plasters, etc.

When the woman’s condition was such that she eould be removed
without danger she was taken to the life-saving station. There
she was put to bed, and watched over by the keeper to guard against
a relapse. After lying quietly for awhile she was, by the direction
of a physician, taken to a hospital at Erie.

F. HOUSTON, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

On the afternoon of July 26, 1912, F. Houston, a man 26 years of
age, and several companions were surf bathing in the waters of the
Pacific Ocean at a point 1} miles south of the Golden Gate (Cal.)
Life-Saving Station. In the course of their sport in the surf Houston,
who was reputed to be a strong swimmer, ventured outside the

breakers. hile making his way back toward the shore he was
caught in the undertow, and, being greatly fatigued, was unable
to successfully contend against it. e sank after a short struggle.

About 2.30 p. m. some men in an automobile came rushing into
the station yard with the news of Houston’s peril. The station keeper
and crew boarded the car and were carried at top specd to the scene
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of the accident. On their arrival Surfman Christ. Olsen went out
150 yards to the place where Houston was last seen and recovered
the body by diving. Two other members of the station crew
equipped with life belts and line went to Olsen’s assistance, and all
four men were hauled to safety by those on the beach.
It would seem that Houston had been under water at least five
minutes. When taken out his face was black and his nose and
_mouth were covered with mucus. No #ns of respiration were
apparent from a cursory examination. He was turned upon his
stomach three times during the progress of the resuscitative work,
a pint of water being ejected the first and second time, respectively,
and a much smaller quantity the third time. While the movement
to induce respiration was going on he lay upon dry blankets, and his
limbs were continuously chafed by the keeper’s assistants.
The first indication of returning animation observed was a slight
_ movement of the mucus exuding from the mouth. After this,
recovery was rapid. When the bellows movement had been applied
for 18 minutes the patient breathed quite freely. Operations were
now temporarily suspended while the automobile previously men-
tioned carried Houston to the house of a friend of his, living in the
vicinity, where stimulants could be more advantageously adminis-
tered than on the beach and where bodily warmth coul({ be better
Bromoted by means of hot-water bottles, heated flatirons, warm
lankets, etc.
Houston’s recovery progressed so favorably that the keeper was
able to leave him in the hands of his friends after watching by his
bedside for three hours. He was soon entirely recovered.

MISS LILLIAN ROBB, ROXBURY, MASS.

Miss Lillian Robb, 18 years of age, was one of a party of 21 per-
sons thrown into the waters of Dorchester Bay (Mass.) August 11,
1912, from the capsized launch Pippin. Two of the 21 persons
were drowned (see account of disaster, p. 52). Miss Robb and a
19-year-old girl named Martha Glynn were taken from the water in
an unconscious condition and resuscitated by members of the City
Point life-saving crew, who had gone to the scene of the accident in
two boats. ‘

The body of Miss Robb was recovered and hauled into one of the
service boats by Surfmen Stanwood and Eldradge after she had
been under the surface for a period estimated at three minutes.
She was black in the face, her jaws were tightly clenched, and she
was to all a]ilpearances beyond hope of recovery. As the boat—a
28-foot launch—was manned by only three surfmen, Eldredge, who
undertook to resuscitate the girl, had to work alone. Placing her
face down in the boat upon a bundle of clothing, he forced a quart
of water, more or less, from stomach and chest. The bellows move-
ment was then resorted to, and after a lapse of two minutes the
gatient began to gasp. Three minutes later she was conscious and

reathing easily. On their arrival at the life—savilag station the

surfman wrapped her in blankets and put her to bed. Stimulants
were given her at quarter-hour intervals. After four hours’ rest
she was able to return to her home.
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MISS MARTHA GLYNN, ROXBURY, MASS.

Miss Martha Glynn, referred to in the preceding account as having
been one of the party involved in the capsize of the launch Pippin,
was, as in the case of Miss Lillian Robb, picked up by the members
of the City Point life-saving crew. The boat into which she was
taken—a 25-foot launch—was manned by four surfmen. Surfman
Sullivan, one of the four, recovered her body from a depth of several
feet by diving headlong from the boat. She also had been under
water something like three minutes. She was apparently in as
serious a condition as the other girl, her jaws being rigid and her
face highly discolored. Two surfmen immediately took her in
hand. After they had forced a quantity of water—estimated at a

uart—from her she revived rapidly. Five minutes practice of
ghe bellows movement saw respiration and consciousness reestab-
lished. At the station the surfmen subjected her to the same .
restorative attention given Miss Robb, and with equally gratifyin,
results. She was taken to her home after several hours’ rest, an§
was sufficiently recovered by the next day to be up and about.

WAINWRIGHT M. TAYLOR, VERMILION, MICH.

The victim in this case of near-drowning was a 2-year-old boy—the
son of a member of the crew of the Two Heart River (Mich.) Life-
Saving Station. He fell inco the water August 16, 1912, while play-
ing in two boats moored together near the station named. The boats
were not in view from the station lookout, and none of the life-savers
knew anything of the accident until another small boy at play near
the water raised the alarm.

In response to the lad’s cries two members of the station crew—
Surfmen Miller and Mattson—who were doing some ¥)ainting close
by, ran to the river bank and waded in, and after a briet search found
{)he clllild lying on the bottom 100 feet from the spot where the

oats lay.

As clgsely as can be estimated four minutes had elapsed since he
had fallen in. It is stated in the station keeper’s report that he was
not breathing when taken in hand by the surfmen, and that no signs
of life whatever were apparent. The preliminary steps taken in the
work of resuscitation relieved the child’s stomacﬁ of about 2 quarts
of water—an exceptional quantity even in the case of an adult.
Thereafter 10 minutes’ manipulation of arms and chest established
respiration and brought him to. His restoration accomplished, he
was carried home by his overjoyed father, wrapped in warm flannels,
given a stimulant, and put to bed. After a rest of 24 hours he was
playing around as usual.

The keeper highly commends the conduct of the two surfmen,
whose quick and effective action was instrumental in saving the
boy’s life.

CLIFFORD HAWKINS, BROOKHAVEN, N. Y.

On August 27, 1912, a young man named Clifford Hawkins, in
bathing with some friends near the Smiths Point (N. Y.) Life-Saving
Station, jumped from a pier into water over his head. He was
unable to swim, but it appears that he expected to save himself by
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etting hold of one of the piles that sufpgorted the pier. Failing to

o as he had planned he found himself floundering helplessly about
in an ineffectual effort to keep afloat. Some of his companions
who were more at home in the water went to his assistance and
grasped him as he was about to sink. They tried to keep his head
above water, but were compelled to release their hold several times
to escape his frenzied clutches. Eventually the would-be rescuers
lost him for good and he went under. Fortunately at this juncture
a man aboard a yacht lying at the pier dived from his vessel and
brought Hawkins up. .Z man in a small boat thereupon went to
the rescuer’s assistance and helped to support Hawkins until members
of the life-saving crew appeared a few moments later in a skiff and
relieved them of their burden.

Hawkins had been under water five minutes. The flesh around
his nose and mouth had turned purple, and life was to all appear-
ances extinct. When he was turned face down in the boat the first
time in the preliminary work of resuscitation about a pint of water
was expelle(}) from the body. A repetition of this posture shortly
afterwards brought up still more water, estimated at half a pint.
The first signs of dife shown by the patient were a slight twitching
of the muscles of the lips and a quick gasp for breath. After 10
minutes of artificial respiration the man was breathing naturally.
At this stage he was stripped of his bathing suit, wrapped in blankets
and carried on a stretcher to the station. There he was put to bed,
and given the usual stimulants prescribed for use in such cases.
After he had lain quietly for more than an hour he complained of
pains in his chest and of difficulty in breathing. Applications of
. mustard plasters soon brought him relief.

He continued to improve steadily from this on, but it was not
until the following day that his condition was sufficiently improved
to permit of his safe removal to his home.

M. DEISS, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

Shortly before noon of September 5, 1912, a Mr. Gloch, engaged in
fishing about 2 miles south of the Southside (Cal.) Life-Saving Sta-
tion, observed a man coming toward him along the beach. Altﬁough
fully 600 yards separated t.%ne two, the man’s actions indicated that
he was intoxicated. When Gloch turned again to look for him a few
moments later he had disappeared. As he could not have vanished
so quickly over the land, Gloch ran up the beach to see what had
. become of him and discovered him pitching about in the surf, face
downward and body nearly submerged. Gloch waded into the water
and hauled him out and made an unsuccessful effort to revive him.

As luck would have it a man with a team happened along at this
juncture and was good enough to carry the two men with all possible
speed to the life-saving station. They arrived at the station at 12.15
p. m.—17 or 18 minutes after the man had cast himself into the surf.
- When the service crew took charge of the body, the jaws were
tightly closed and the limbs rigid. ter as much water as possible—
about a pint—had been expelled from the patient’s stomach he was
stripped of his clothing and wrapped in blankets. The jaws were
then separated and kept apart by a piece of wood, and the tongue
was worked out between the teeth and held at the corner of the mouth
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with a piece of cloth between the fingers of one of the surfmen. To
promote circulation the flesh was vigorously chafed and massaged
and hot-water bottles and heated bricks were applied to stomach,
limbs, and soles. Meanwhile artificial respiration went on without
Interruption. After 45 minutes of such treatment irregular respir-
atory action and a slight movement of the muscles of the chest
indicated to che life-saving crew that their efforts were meeting with
success. Brandy and water in tablespoonful doses was administered
at intervals from this stage. When the bellows movement had been
continued for a quarter of an hour longer with a steady improvement
in the condition of the patient he was conveyed to a Kospltal. Two
days later he was discharged as fully recovered. It appears that he
entered the water with suicidal intent. ’

ADA DIDIEU, GALVESTON, TEX.

About midday of September 10, 1912, a colored woman, 32 years
of age, named Ada Didieu, walked out on pier No. 20, at Galveston
Tex., and asked some men she found there to direct her to a gooé

lace to commit suicide. Getting no information that would abet

er in her evident purpose to end ier life, and her inquiry, moreover,
having apparently excited no curiosity or concern on the part of the
persons addressed, she continued her way unheeded to the pierhead
and quietly jumped into the water.

That her mntention to destroy herself was frustrated at the last
moment was due to the prompt and courageous action of a man of
her race—name unknown—who happened to be near her when she
plunged overboard. Leaping after Eer, he secured her with some
difficulty and brought her ack to the pier. Fortune was still further
in the woman’s favor that day, as was shown by the fact that two
members of the crew of the Galveston Life-Saving Station were
passing by the pier while the rescuer was trying to carry out his task
of getting her out of the water. Their attention being attracted
to the knot of persons that had gathered to watch the swimmer’s
efforts, they hastened to ascertain the cause of the commotion and
arrived in time to help hoist the woman up on the pier.

It is stated in the resuscitation report submitted in this case that
the woman had been under water ‘“about three or four minutes.”’
When the two life-savers began to work over her she was unconscious
and inanimate, her jaws were set and her arms and legs were rigid.
Some old sacks were quickly collected and formed into a bundle
and placed under her stomach. After a pint of water had been ex-

elled from her mouth as she lay face down she was turned on her
gack and subjected to the bellows exercise, willing bystanders the
while assisting the surfmen by holding her tongue extended beyond
her lips to keep open the air passages, and rubbing her limbs to pro-
mote circulation.. When the resuscitative work had continued for
10 minutes mouth and throat became clogged with mucus. With
this obstruction removed and the patient turned a second time upon
ber face, an additional quantity of water—estimated at about a pint—
was expelled. The bellows movement was thereupon resumed only
to be interrupted again several minutes later by the same difficulty.
The third time she was turned face down very little water was
voided. The accompanying mucus was flecked, however, with
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blood. Shortly after she was placed a third time on her back with a
renewal of artificial respiration she began to show signs of life.
After the bellows movement had been practiced for a total of 30
minutes she breathed freely and was conscious. When she was able
to talk her first speech framed a request that she be permitted to
repeat her aquatic performance and ‘‘finish the job.” An ambu-
lance having by this time arrived, she was taken to a hospital, where
she soon fully recovered.

HENRY HOWES, LOUISVILLE, KY.

About 7 o’clock on the evening of March 19, 1913, a man named
Henry Howes, on his way from an island in the Ohio River to the
main shore in a small flatboat, was swept by the swift current under
some barges moored to the land at a point several hundred feet east
of the Louisville Life-Saving Station.

A watchman on duty in the neighborhood reached down from the
upstream barge and grasped the man by the hand as he was about
to disappearr%eneath the vessel, but was unable to retain his hold.
Failing to save Howes, he called to the captain of a near-by ferry-
boat to blow his whistle for the life-saving crew.

The station keeper did not know, of course, the nature of the
call, but men and a boat were nevertheless dispatched to the scene
with drags and lines, for use should the case prove to be one of
drowning. On learning the circumstances of the accident the
life-savers set to sweeping the water around the barges. While
they were so engaged a man aboard a coal barge moving along in
the river near tﬁe station shouted to the keeper that he had just
seen a body floating downstream. A second boat, with the keeper
standing alert in the bow, thereupon put out and picked Howes up
200 feet from the shore and an eighth of a mile from the place where
he had suffered mishap. The boat’s crew were barely in time, for
the man had gone under when they overhauled him, and to secure
him the keeper had to thrust his hand below the surface.

According to the keeper’s estimate seven minutes elapsed from the
time Howes fell into the water until he was taken out. It appears,
however, that respiration had not entirely ceased when he was lifted
into the station boat, although he was unconscious, and, to use the
keeper’s expression, his arms and legs were ‘‘almost as stiff as iron.”
It took 40 minutes to revive him. He was turned upon his stomach

“twice in the course of the resuscitative work, but practically no
water was thrown off—only about 2 tablespoonfuls the first time,
and none when the posture was repeated.

When regular breathing had been established the patient was
wrapped in blankets, put to bed and given the usual after-treatment.
He slept quietly through the night, and the next morning his wife
came and took him home.
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AWARDS OF LIFE-SAVING MEDALS.

During the fiscal year 1913 the Secretary of the Treasury, under
authority of acts of Congress approved June 20, 1874, June 18, 1878,
and May 4, 1882, awarded medals of honor to 62 persons who distin-

ished themselves in saving persons from drowning. Thirty-two
of the medals were of gold and 30 of silver. The serviceés so recognized
are briefly set forth as follows:

John T. Wyatt, coal passer, United States Navy.—Awarded a silver
medal July 9, 1912, for going to the rescue of a shipmate who
attempted suicide February 25, 1912, by jumping overboard from
the U. S. S. South Dakota while the vessel named was lying at a
wharf in Honolulu, Hawaii.

The man whose life Wyatt assisted in saving was an ordinary
seaman named Cowan, who was suffering from hysteria or dementia.
While sitting quietly on deck reading a book he was suddenly seized
with an impulse to destroy himself and jumped overboard before
anyone could interfere with his action. yatt promptly followed
him into the water, bent upon saving him. Due either to Cowan’s
purpose to consummate his act or to the frenzied excitement that
sometimes takes possession of drowning persons, he resisted Wyatt
with all his strength. In the stru%gle that took place Cowan grasped
his rescuer by the neck in a strangle hold, and both men went under.
When they rose the second time (%rdinary Seaman L. R. Scott leaped
into the water and broke Cowan’s grasp upon Wyatt, and assisted in
ﬁetting the demented man to the ship’s ladder. After Cowan had

een hauled up on deck by means of a bowline he continued to fight
and struggle so violently that the efforts of several persons were
required to subdue him.

George W. Neily, Lackawanna, N. Y .—Awarded a silver medal July
11, 1912, for attempting to rescue two comrades from the shark-
infested waters of Colombo Harbor, Ceylon, January 24, 1898.

Neily and the two men whose lives he tried to save were marines
attached to the U. S. S. Raleigh. At 1 o’clock in the morning Neily,
who was on the deck of his vessel, having just completed his watch,
heard cries for help coming from somewhere in the darkness along-
side. He ran to the gangway, bent upon leaping overboard to the
rescue. The man who had relieved him attempted to intercept him,
failing in which he shouted after him, “Don’t jump overboard; the
water is full of sharks.” Neily continued on, nevertheless, and
Elunged in. Swimming 100 yards or more from the side of the ship,

e found a man struggling desperately to keep afloat. He scarce
had time to seize the marine by the colﬁzr, when he disappeared with
a jerk, leaving his coat in Neily’s hands. The rescuer then turned
to another man struggling a few feet away. When he was within an
arm’s length of the second marine the man threw up his hands with
a terrified yell and disappeared also. Neily dived several times in a

37
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vain attempt to find the bodies of the unfortunate men. While he
was making a search a marine named McCarthy jumped overboard
to take a hand in the rescue. Shortly, a boat from the Raleigh
picked both men up.

While Neily was receiving medical attention aboard ship it wasfound
that his clothing was stained with blood—evidently the result of the
attack of the sharks upon his comrades. The two marines met death,
it appears, while trying to get ashore without leave. Their bodies,
badly mutilated, were recovered later in the day and given burial in
. the cemetery at Colombo.

George R. Horan, gunner's mate, first class, United States Navy.—
Awarded a silver medal August 1, 1912, for gallantry displayed July
4, 1912, in assisting in the rescue of two persons from the waters of
Fja.stport Harbor, Me. :

About mid-afternoon of the last-mentioned date a skiff containing
an elderly man and woman was run down and capsized 50 yards
off the Water Street wharf, Eastport, by an auxiliary schooner. At
the time of the accident a number of enlisted men attached to the
U. S. S. Chester, lying at anchor in the harbor named, were passing
by in a cutter on their way to their vessel from the shore. Horan,
w{lo was one of the party in the cutter, leaped overboard fully
dressed, swam the 50 yards or more to the scene of the capsize, and
supported the woman until the schooner that had caused the mishap
could swing around and pick her up. Then he similarly attended the
man until a small boat came to his aid.

Henry Hanson, private, Company F, Sixth United States Infaniry.—
Awarded a gold medal August 5, 1912, for an extraordinary display
of endurance and courage on the night of January 27-28, 1912, in
swimming ashore from a sailboat that had capsized on Lake Lanao,
Mindanao, P. I., during a storm, and bringing assistance to three
fellow soldiers who had shared the disaster with him.

When the capsize took place Hanson and four comrades were
returning to their station from a wild-hog hunt. All five succeeded
in getting hold of the overturned craft. Hanson, who it appears
showed himself the leading spirit of the party, dived under the boat
and brought up two rifles, which he repeatedi fired in the hope of
attracting attention to their predicament. Shortly afterwards one
of the gclf iers, a sergeant named Leyden, struck out for the shore.
Knowing him to be an indifferent swimmer, Hanson set out after
him and persuaded him to turn back. He sank, however, while try-
ing to regain the boat, and his comrades never saw him again. Han-
son continued on and made land after a 2-mile swim, in which he was
severely buffeted by heavy seas and swept out of his course by strong
currents. Reaching the shore so exhausted he could scarcely stand,
he groped his way in the darkness to camp through a mile of tropical
jungle. Although he had apparently reached the limit of human
endurance, he nevertheless accompanied his commander and several
soldiers back to the lake and put out with them to the rescue in two
boats. The three imperiled soldiers, helpless from cold and cramps,
were picked up at 6.30 a. m. of the 28th, after they had been in the
water a matter of four hours.

Dennis O’ Meara and Elmer J. Kelley, (f)atrolmen Metropolitan police,
New York City—Awarded a silver medal, each, August 5, 1912, for
bravely rescuing, on October 26, 1909, an 18-year-old girl named Elsie

’
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Chaﬁolski, who had thrown herself into North River at Battery
Park, New York City, with suicidal intent. '

O’Meara, who, with Kelley, witnessed the girl’s attempt at self-
destruction, was first to go to the rescue. In climbing down the
sea wall from which the girl jumped he fell and severely injured an
arm. He nevertheless plunged into the water. The girl caught him
by the throat with both hands when he took hold of her and clung to
him with a frenzied grip, defeating his efforts to save her and endanger-
ing his own life. Responding to his calls for help, Kelley swam
out and broke the girl’s hold and assisted in getting her back to the
wall, to the top of which she was hoisted with the aid of a private
citizen. All t}l)].ree required medical attention. The patrolmen
vgare in fact incapacitated for duty several days as a result of their
efforts.

It is stated in the evidence with this case that the rescue was
made near the hour of midnight, that the water was very cold, and
that the rescuers had to battle against a strong tide in getting back
to the sea wall.

John E. Corbett, recruit, United States Artillery, and Edward C.
Hamilton, recruit, United States Cavalry.—Awarded a silver medal,
each, September 7, 1912, for bravery exhibited in saving the life of a
comrade who was about to drown in Long Island Sound at Fort
Slocum, N. Y., June 22, 1912.

The man whom Corbett and Hamilton rescued, a recruit named
John A. Margert, entered the water from the rocks on the east side of
Davids Island. He swam out 60 or 70 feet, then turned and started
back. While still some distance from the shore in 40 feet of water
he was taken with cramps and went under. He rose to the surface
a_moment later, shouted for help and went under again. Corbett,
Hamilton, and one or two other soldiers heard his cries and swam

to his assistance.

" While under water Margert saw the leg of a swimmer and grabbed
it. The owner of the leg—a recruit named Marullo—kicked himself
free. Shortly the drowning man saw within his reach the leg of
another swimmer. The owner of the leg in the second instance—
Corbett—soon had Margert above water and en route to the shore,
Hamilton assisting. W%th the aid of several other soldiers the two
rescuers removed Margert from the water and revived him.

William H. Bowden, corporal, Twenty-seventh United States In-
fantry.—Awarded a silver medal September 12, 1912, for bravely
rescuing, on June 25, 1912, a fellow soldier from drowning in the
Wisconsin River, opposite Sauk City, Wis.

The man whom Bowden rescued—a private named Carl E. Butts—
was one of a number of soldiers bathing in the river named. Butts
was unable to swim, and in the course of his frolic in the water
was swept beyond his depth by the current. He sank after a short
struggle in a place where the river was 15 feet deep. His comrades
who were in with him were so much excited and alarmed by his
struggles and his subsequent disappearance that none made an
effort to save him. On the river gank were 500 soldiers, some
of them watching the swimmers, others preparing to join them.
Bowden had just stripped off his clothes preparatory to entering
the water. He expressed his intention to go to the aid of the drown-
ing man, but was urged not to do so because of the possible peril to
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himself. Heedless of all admonitions, however, he plunged head-
long into the river and, guided by the bubbles made Butts,
dived and brought him to the surface. He then swam with him to
the shore. Butts was semi-conscious when removed from the water.
So far as is known to the contrary, he fully recovered.

George W. Carner, musician, Fourth United States I'ri/antry.—
Awarded a silver medal October 1, 1912, in recognition of bravery
exhibited September 5, 1901, in assisting in the rescue of a comrade
from the Barac River, Province of Batangas, P. 1.

The accident here described occurred while Lieut. (now Capt.)
Louis J. Van Schaick, Musician Carner, Corpl. William I. Walker, and
Pvt. Alexander J. Hewison, of the United States Army, were crossing
the river mentioned. The stream had been swollen by heavy rains.
Lieut. Van Schaick, Carner, and Walker reached the opposite bank
safely, but the animal—a mule—ridden by Hewison became unman-
ageaﬂle while still in the water and threw its rider. Hewison, who
was unable to swim, was being borne swiftly away when Van Schaick
chanced to look back and perceive what had occurred. Throwing
off his belt and revolver and blouse, the officer jumped into the river
and swam and overtook Hewison after he had sunk twice. Shortly
after he got hold of the soldier Van Schaick succeeded in graspin
the branch of a bamboo tree that overhung the water, which aide
him materially in keeping afloat during the 20 minutes or more that
passed before the two other soldiers could afford him assistance.

After Van Schaick plunged into the river Carner and Walker made
their way along the bank through a tangle of undergrowth until they
came abreast of the place where he was holding to the bamboo, where-
upon Carner entered the water and tried to swim to him. He was
unable to stem the current, however, and was compelled to turn back.
The two soldiers next procured a long bamboo pole, by means of
which, after repeated failures, they succeeded in ﬂauling the officer
and his charge to land. For his services upon this occasion Lieut.
Van Schaick was awarded a medal June 7, 1911 (see Annual Report
for 1911, p. 37).

Herman Victor, Omaha, Nebr.—Awarded a silver medal October 31,
1912, for rescuing two children from the Missouri River, at Omaha,
Nebr., December 27, 1904. .

It appears that three children—Rosa, George, and Gus Oltman,
aged, respectively, 11, 9, and 6 years, were precipitated into the
water while pla,yin%1 on the ice. Victor, who was employed at a
distillery near by, heard their cries and went to their assistance
armed with a long-handled broom. Making his way cautiously
toward them until the sagging ice let him into the water up to his
hips, Victor hauled the two older children to safety. It is stated
that the youngest child drowned, though whether before or after
Victor appeared, is not shown. He assisted in recovering the body,
however, before leaving the scene of the accident.

Denis J. Glavin, police sergeant, Ninety-ninth Precinct, New Y ork
City.—Awarded a silver medal October 31, 1912, for gallantry shown
August 20, 1912, in rescuing from the waters of Staten Island Sound,
at the foot of Amboy Road, a woman named Caroline Warner.

Mrs. Warner became exhausted while in bathing at the place named
and sank 60 feet from the shore in water beyond wading depth. The
attention of Glavin, who was also in the water at the time, enjoying
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a day off duty, was attracted to the woman by the cries of other
bathers who {ad tardily. discovered her peril. Swimming to the
ﬁlace where she was last seen, he secured her by diving. When he laid

old of her she grasped him so tightly that he had to resort to con-
siderable force to release himself. He finally conveyed her safely to
land, fighting his way against a strong ebb tide. Glavin also heﬂ)ed
to resuscitate the woman. _

Joseph Donellen, New York, N. Y..—Awarded a gold medal
December 10, 1912, for heroic daring exhibited November 8, 1911, in
saving two men from drowning in New York Bay.

The rescue took place at night at Pier No. 33, North Atlantic Dock,
Brooklyn. It is not stated in the evidence presented how the persons
who were rescued—Terrence Kelly and John P. Lamb—came to be in
the water, nor why Donellen was so opportunely at hand. It is
shown that neither Kelly nor Lamb could swim, and that when
Donellen went to their assistance both seized him in a vicelike grip,
Finding himself unable to break their hold on the surface, Donellen
freed himself by dragging them under. On rising, he swam to
Kelly, who had also come up, and caught the man under the arms to
support him. While he was engaged with Kelly, the other man
rose behind him and grabbed him around the neck. Then a second
and more furious struggle ensued, in which all went under again.
Submersion failing this time to free Donellen, he now resorted to
violence, and beat both men into a state of insensibility. At this
juncture, when the strength of the rescuer was nearly gone, a man
threw him a rope from the dock. All three were presently hauled
out of the water in a semi-conscious condition.

Joseph E. Campos, jr., Savannah, Ga.——Awarded a gold medal
Decemzt))er 10, 1912, for heroically saving from drowning, August 24,
1912, at Lovell Station, Tybee Island, Ga., two sisters—Elsie and
Josephine Robider, aged, respectively, 17 and 13 years.

The lives of the girls were endangered while they were in bathing.
It appears that Josephine became exhausted while trying to swim
ashore against a strong undertow. Her cries attracted the attention
of her sister, who bravely went to her assistance. The elder girl
found the task of saving Josephine beyond her strength, however,
and was soon herself equally imperiled.

Hearing screams on the beach, Campos, who occupied a cottage
four or five hundred yards from the place where the girls had been
bathing, ran and plunged into the water and swam 50 yards or more
beyond wading depth to the sisters. He found Elsie floating face
upward in a semi-conscious condition with an arm locked around the
neck of Josephine, whose face was a foot under water. Up to this
moment Campos did not know that two persons were endangered.
Undaunted, however, he started with both girls for the shore. While
fighting his way through the surf he found his strength going, and
attempted to touch bottom. This action was nearly his undoing, as
the water was still over his head and he was able to resume a swim-
ming position only after a tremendous effort. When he reached
a depth of 5 feet he let himself down again, broke Elsie’s hold about
her sister’s neck, took the younger girl in his arms and pushed the
other along. In answer to his call for help two young men now
waded in and assisted him to the beach. Elsie regained possession
of her faculties before she emerged from the water. Josephine, how-



.
492 ANNUAL REPORT UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

ever, was resuscitated only after nearly an hour’s work under the
direction of a physiciah summoned;)ly messenger from Fort Screven.

Henry Lakestream (captain) and Herbert E. Whitcomb (fireman) of
Engine Company No. c&‘, New York fire department.—Awarded a
silver medal, each, December 10, 1912, for rescuing from the North
River on the evening of September 20, 1912, a young man named
Julius R. Chadwick. . :

This rescue was performed while the fireboat Thomas Willett, com-
manded by Lakestream, was lying at the foot of Bloomfield Street,
New York City. Lakestream heard cries for help coming from the
river while sitting in his office aboard the vessel named. Running
out on deck he saw a man struggling in the water a short distance
away and leaped overboard to the rescue. Chadwick sank before
Lakestream could reach him, but the fire captain secured and brought
him to the surface after diving twice. Chadwick’s strencth was fast
leaving him, but the frenzy induced by his peril was still such that
his rescuer was unable to take care of him unassisted. He accord-
ingly called for help. Fireman Whitcomb responded, and the two
got the man to a dock. Other members of the fire company there-
upon lowered a line and hauled him to safety. First-aid treatment
was promptly administered, and by the time an ambulance arrived he
had revived sufficiently to give his name and address.

The performance of Lakestream and Whitcomb is considered
sgeciall meritorious owing to the fact that it was accomplished in
the darkness and during the prevalence of a strong ebb tide.

Stuart E. De Witt, patro}iman, Metropolitan police, New York
City.—Awarded a silver medal January 8, 1913, for bravely assisting
in the rescue of a woman’ and a 4-year-old boy from the East River,
New York City, July 9, 1912.

The woman and child named, respectively, Maria Wormcke and
Diedrich Tietjen, jr., inadvertently stepped off the pier at the foot of
East One hundre(i and twentieth Street while the steamer Sirius lay
at the pier discharging a load of excursionists. Officer DeWitt, who
at the time was on duty at the pier and within a few feet of the
vessel, dropped down into the river in full uniform and, with the help
of a member of the United States Volunteer Life-Saving Corps named
Howard Warner, supported the two until both were removed from
the water by means of a rope and a ladder let down from the pier.
The rescue completed, DeWitt and Warner were picked up by a man
in a rowboat.

Almer A. Anderson, private, Seventh United States Cavalry.—
Awarded a silver medal February 18, 1913, for courageously swimming
to the rescue of a fellow soldier—Pvt. Paul R. Gerhardt—about to
-drown November 9, 1912, in the Taguig River, near Fort William
McKinley, Luzon, P. 1.

Gerhardt’s life was imperiled while he and Anderson were swimming
horses across the river named. The soldier first mentioned was
struck by a hoof of one of the animals and rendered helpless. It is
not stated in the evidence submitted whether he was mounted at the
time or swimming alongside the horses, whether or not he was swept
away by the current, or how far Anderson had to swim to reach him.
It is shown, however, that Anderson got hold of him after he had
sunk once and supported him until a boat came and took both men
from the water.
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John MecCormick, fire department, New York City.—Awarded a
silver medal February 20, 1913, for gallantry displayed in going to
the rescue of four persons who had suffered a capsize while canoeing
on the Hudson River on the night of August 4, 1912.

McCormick, asleep at his home in Inwood-on-the-Hudson, was
aroused by cries for ﬁelp coming from the direction of the river. He
left his bed and rushed to the river bank clad only in his night clothes.
Finding a log near the water’s edge, he pushed it out into the stream
and, holding on to one end of it, swam to the rescue. About
300 yards from the shore he found an overturned canoe with two
youn% men and two young women clinging to it. All four were

eatly exhausted, none of the party being proficient in swimming.

cCormick, with much difficulty, righted the canoe and disposed the
four alongside it. He then put an arm over the log and set out for
land, pushing the canoe and paddling with one hand. Several times
on the way shoreward he found it necessary to leave his place at the
stern of the canoe and go to the assistance of one or the other of the
girls. When the party were within a few yards of the bank one of
the men left his position and swam on ahead. He soon returned with
a motor boat and took his companions on board. The names of the
rescued persons are given as Oscar Nelson, Katherine McMahon, Fred-
erick A. Niles, gzr., and Alma Doring.

Charles J. Redican, New York City.—Awarded a silver medal
February 20, 1913, for bravely rescuing a 19-year-old girl from the
waters of Long Island Sound on the night of September 15, 1912.

Redican and the young woman—Miss Loretta Connors—were
cruising about in the Sound with a number of other persons aboard the
launch Viamo. While the boat was passing Clauson’s Point, Borough
of the Bronx, New York City, a heavy windstorm arose, and
to escape it they ran for shelter ashore. It appears that some of
those in the party—Miss Connors included—became frightened as the
storm broke, and in their eagerness to disembark on reaching a landing
erowded in near the gangway. Miss Connors was standing next to
the rail and a lurch of the boat as a wave struck it threw her headlong
overboard. Without a moment’s hesitation Redican dived into the
water fully attired, reached the floundering girl in thirty or forty
swift strokes, and kept her afloat until the launch’s dinghy could be
manned and sent to his assistance. The rescuer and his charge—the
latter now unconscious—were rowed to Clauson’s Point, where the
- girl was resuscitated.

*  Redican’s services were performed in the darkness, at the height of
the storm, and in a rough sea, all of which give his action special
merit.

Thomas Joseph Carroll, coxswain, and Arthur Ingham, boatswain’s
mate, first class, United States Navy.—Awarded a silver medal, each,
March 8, 1913, for bravely jumping overboard from the U. S. S.
Minnesota December 2, 1912, to tge rescue of a shipmate.

Carroll, Ingham, and the man whose life was imperiled—a mess
attendant named F. Davis—were attached to the Minnesota, which
at the time of the rescue here set forth, lay at anchor in the Mississippi
River off Erato Street, New Orleans, La. Davis fell into the river
from a steam launch bound from his vessel to the shore. He at once
struck out for the ship, lying 100 yards astern. The launch swung
around to pick him up, but %efore it could overtake him he became
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exhausted and found himself about to go under. Responding to his
cries, Carroll, who also was in the boat, dived overboard and, with the
aid of a life-buoy thrown after him, supported the man until the
launch was able to run alongside.and take the two from the water.

Ingham;, who had witnessed the accident from the Minnesota,
jumped from the starboard gangway ladder and swam to Davis’s
assistance. The rescue was concluded, however, before he had time
to reach the imgerile‘d sailor.

Cord C. Mickelson, surfman, Ludington ( Mich.) Life-Saving Station.—
Awarded a silver medal March 11, 1913, for rescuing, on December 29,
1912, a 14-year-old boy named Spencer England.

The lad whose life Mickelson saved broke through the ice on White
Lake (Mich.), a tributary of Lake Michigan. ickelson heard his
cries for helﬁ) as he was passing along the street in the adjacent village
of Whitehall. He ran with all speed to the lake and made his way
out to the lad. With 30 feet of water under him and a distance of
150 feet separating him from the shore the youngster was struggl.ing
desperately to keiaf up by holding to the edges of the hole he ha
made in theice. His fragile support kept giving way under his weight,
however, and he was in imminent danger of going down. Mickelson

ot hold of him, but when the surfman attempted to haul him out he
ﬁimself broke through. He managed, nevertheless, to retain his
hold on the boy and to keep afloat, and in a short time persons on the
land procured and threw him a long rope and pulled him and the
exhausted and nearly frozen child to safety.

Carl J. F. Fredriksen, gunner, United States Revenue-Cutter Serv-
1ce.—Awarded a silver medal March 11, 1913, for bravely swimming
to the rescue of a shipmate January 18, 1913.

Seaman Kolberg, whose life Fredriksen was instrumental in saving,
was swept overboard from the derelict bark Dorothea, 300 miles north-
west of Bermuda, while that vessel was in tow of the revenue cutter
Seneca. It appears that on the morning of the last-mentioned date
Jacobsen, Frecﬂ'iksen, and five other members of the Seneca’s crew,
were dispatched to the bark in a surfboat to repair the bridle by
which she was being towed. On their arrival alongside, five of the
men (including Fredriksen) went aboard, leaving two in the boat
under the lee bow. About 9 a. m. three of the five on the vessel —
Coxswain Andersen and Seamen Kolberg and Jacobsen—were carried
away by a sea. Andersen and Jacobsen came up close to the surf-
boaf, and were hauled aboard it with little or no trouble. Kolberg,
however, rose 40 or 50 feet away from the bark. He got hold of an
oar thrown him from the boat, but as he had swallowed considerable
water he had a hard time of 1t keeping afloat. When the accident
occurred Fredriksen was upon the forecastle head of the derelict.
He immediately leaped down into the surfboat, put on a life preserver
and plunged into the sea to the rescue. Ile supported Kolberg until
the men in the boat were able to swing around and come to his aid.

Edward Reutler, East Rahway, N. J.—Awarded a silver medal
April 7, 1913, for gallantly saving from drowning a 17-year-old boy
named Martin Golomb.

The rescue was performed on the afternoon of August 24, 1912, near
the second drawbridge spanning the Rahway River, N. J. Golomb
was taken with cramps while in swimming with several other boys at
the place named. Reutler, who it appears had gone to the river about
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the same time to enjoy a swim, and who had stopped on the bank of
the stream to exchange a few words with Golomb and his companions
before going into the water, plunged into the river on hearing the
boy’s cries for help, got hold of him after he had sunk twice, and
brought him safely ashore. The rescue was accomplished with con-
siderable difficulty and danger, owing to the lad’s frenzied struggles.

L. C. Drewson, second officer, U. S. transport Shem’dan.—Awarged a
silver medal April 7, 1913, for bravely going to the rescue of a seaman
named Edward T. Duke, about to drown in the waters of San Fran-
cisco Bay, Cal., December 29, 1912.

Duke and five other men aboard the transport Logan were thrown
into the water in the course of experiments being made with a life-
saving boat. The craft was being tested by loading it with sand-
bags weighing 145 pounds each. At the time of the accident all six
men were in the boat. After the twenty-fourth bag had been placed
aboard a supporting hook gave way, precipitating the men into the
sea 30 feet below. Duke was so stunned by the fall that he was
unable to sustain himself by swimming. Drewson, who was in charge
of a boat lying in the water near by, leaped overboard and supported
him until both were picked up. -

Wallace F. Gamble, private, Coast Artillery, United States Army.—
Awarded a silver medal April 7, 1913, for bravely rescuing, on Feb-
ruary 22, 1913, Corpl. Wilham E. Grimes, Coast Artillery Corps, who
had fallen from a ferryboat at West Jamestown, R. I.

While the ferryboat was entering her slip at the place named, about
7 p. m. of the last-mentioned date, Corpl. Grimes attempted to jump
from the vessel to the dock, missed his footing and fell into the water.
Gamble, who witnessed the accident, threw off part of his clothing,
dropped overboard and supported Grimes—who was unable to
swim—until the vessel could Il)we backed out of the way. Grimes was
hauled up on the bow of the ferryboat by a boathook. A ladder was
then lowered to Gamble from the dock. He started to climb up it,
but was so exhausted and benumbed that he fell back into the water.
Somebody upon the dock quickly descended the ladder and assisted
him to safety.

Oscar S. Wicklund, keeper, and Surfmen Charles E. Pearson,
Bernard C. Anderson, Rudolph A. Pajoman, Carl W. Petterson, Robert
Nagle, Ole Eriksen, and Leonard Pearson, all of the Point Adams
(Oreg.) Life-Saving Station.—Awarded a gold medal, each, April 14,
1913, for heroic daring exhibited in rescuing two members of the crew
of the oil steamer Rosecrans, wrecked January 7, 1913, at the en-
trance to Columbia River, Pacific coast, with the loss of 33 men.
(A full account of the services of Keeper Wicklund and the surfmen
named appears on pages 66—74 of this report, under ‘Disasters to
vessels involving loss of life.”)

Alfred Rimer, keeper, and Surfmen John D%tg, Theodore Roberge, Ed-
ward Johnson, Charles Johnson, Thomas Anderson, Robert Theraud,
and P. A. de Kruis, all of the Cape Disappointment ( Wash.) Life-Saving
Station.—Awarded a gold medz;;l, each, April 14, 1913, for heroically
endeavoring to save the lives of members o?the crew of the oil steamer
Rosecrans, wrecked January 7, 1913, at the Columbia River entrance
Pacific coast. (A full account of the services of Keeper Rimer an
the surfmen named appears on pages 66-74 of this report, under
“Disasters to vessels involving loss of life.””)
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Harry McGinley, keeper, and Surfmen William S. Eldridge, John E.
Treworgy, William A. %ckersley, rles Wright, jr., Earl S. Woolson,
John K. Mathis, and Adelbert Robbins, all of t;w Tathams (N. J.)
Life-Saving Statvon.—Awarded a gold medal, each, April 16, 1913,
for exceptional heroism displayed in rescuing 10 men from the
steamer Margaret, wrecked December 30, 1912, near Stoneharbor,
N.J. (A full account of the services of Keeper McGinley and the
surfmen named appears on pages 62—-66 of this volume under “Dis-
asters to vessels involving loss of life.””)

Frank Nichols, keeper, and Surfmen Richard Cresse, Samuel Morton,
and Ridgeway G. Cobd, all of the Avalon (N. J.) Life-Saving Station.—
Awarded a gold medal, each, April 16, 1913, for great heroism ex-
hibited in rescuing, in conjunction with the crew of the Tathams
Life-Saving Station, 10 of the 11 men composing the crew of the
steamer Margaret, wrecked December 30, 1912, near Stoneharbor,
N. J. (A full account of the services of Keeper Nichols and the
surfmen named appears on pages 62-66 of this report under ‘Dis-
asters to vessels involving loss of life.”’)

Harry Williams Miller, sergeant, United States Marine Corps.—
Awarded a gold medal May 19, 1913, for extreme heroism shown in
rescuing Owen Gallagher from the North River, New York City,
December 27, 1911.

Gallagher jumped or fell from the ferryboat Newark as she was
Spproac ing her slip at the foot of Cortlandt Street, coming from

ersey City. A dense fog prevailed at the time, the water was ice
cold, and the tide was running flood. The water about the ferry,
moreover, was a seething turmoil, due to the churning of the boat’s
ropellers. The cry of ““man overboard’’ no sooner rang out on the
rosty air than Sergt. Miller, who was a passenger on the ferry, threw
off part of his clothing and leaped into the water. The evidence
on file does not show how long he supported Gallagher on the sur-
face, nor the character and extent of the assistance, if any, given
him by other persons in the accomplishment of a rescue. It is shown,
however, that he reached the drowning man as he was drifting past
the bow of the Newark, and that he was exposed to the danger of
being struck by the propellers of three ferryboats moving in the
immediate vicinity.

William Rouse, jr., private, Coast Avtillery Corps, United States
Army.—Awarded a silver medal May 19, 1913, for bravely saving
life May 19, 1912, when a gangplank at the Colman Dock, Seattle,
Wash., collapsed.

Seventy persons were precipitated into the water when the gang-
plank Eave way. A number of them were drowned. Immediately
after the accident Rouse leaped down into the water from the dock.
Working rapidly and with a cool head, he assisted several men and
women to safety. While so engaged, he was in imminent danger
of being seized by the frenzied persons fighting for life around him,
and of being struck and injured by the various objects thrown from
the dock by well-intentioned but excited persons. After the sur-
vivors had been taken from the water Rouse went to the city hos-
pital in his wet garments and without change of clothing assisted the
nurses for three or four hours in ministering to a number of the
-victims of the catastrophe.
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. Charles Zeller, Brooklyn, N. Y.—Awarded a silver medal May 28,
1913, for bravery shown in saving his mother from drowning in
Jamaica Bay, N. Y., July 17, 1908. - -

About noon of the day mentioned Zeller and his mother and sister
gut off in a rowboat from the landing stage of the Bergen Beach

acht Club on their way to a sloop moored about 600 yards offshore.
Arriving alongside the vessel, Zeller assisted his sister to the deck,
and was in the act of giving his mother similar aid when the boat
drifted from under her and she tumbled into the water. Zeller at
‘once sprang overboard, brought her to the side of the sloop against
a strong current, and supported her until persons on the vessel came
to his assistance. It is stated in the evaidence with this case that
‘Mrs. Zeller was a large woman and her son a frail lad, and that at the
time of the rescue, moreover, the boy was incapacitated by a plaster
‘cast, which encased his entire waist and one leg, the cast being worn
to hold in place a hip that he had dislocated some time previously.

Robert Allen, light keeper, Erie, Pa.—Awarded a silver medal June
17, 1913, for bravely rescuing two persons at Erie, Pa., on July 16,
1912. A brief account of this rescue will be found in the chapter,
‘‘ Restoration of the apparently drowned.” (See case of ‘“Miss Ruth
McLaugh]in,”ﬁ. 27.)

Michael J. laneg, ]pmlvate, United States Coast Artillery Corps.—
Awarded a silver medal June 17, 1913, for bravely going to the rescue
of Corpl. Forest S. McNeilly, Coast Artillery Corps, who had fallen
overboard from the steamer Lieut. Alfred W. Drew, at Fort McKinley,
Me., April 30, 1913.

The accident suffered by McNeilly occurred when the vessel named
was about to cast off her lines preparatory to leaving for Portland,
Me. The distance between the vessel and the landing was only 5 or 6
feet, but Delaney leaped down into this narrow space to the rescue
without stopping to weigh the danger his act involved. McNeilly,
who had struck his head against something in fal]ir(xlg, sunk at once.
Delaney dived and brought him to the surface and supported him
until persons near by could come to his aid. A witness of the rescue
states that when Delaney went overboard he did not know whether
or not the steamer had already cast off. IIad she done so, says the
witness, while the two men were in the water, or before, both un-
questionably would have been crushed between her side and the landing,
as the tidal current swept her toward the landing when she did cut
loose shortly after the rescue was consummated.

John J. Ward, fire department, New York City.—Awarded a silver
medal June 30, 1913, for rescuing a man named John Cochran from
the North River, at the foot of Gansevoort Street, New York City,
on the night of January 21, 1909.

Fireman Ward, of floating engine company No. 86, was in his
quarters aboard the fireboat on the night mentioned when cries from
someone evidently in the water rang out near by. Ward raised a
window, climbed through it, left the vessel, ran along the stringpiece
of the adjacent pier, and jumped into the river. He shouted back
to his comrades to turn on the searchlight. When they did so they
beheld him engaged in a struggle with a drowning man in the tideway
about 20 feet befow the head of the pier. They threw him a heaving
line as quickly as possible and hauled him and his charge up on the
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pier. It is shown that the night was intensely dark and very cold,
and that Ward’s safety was jeopardized, also, by a strong ebb tide.

Albert Deravin, surfman, Galveston (Tex.) Life-Saving Station.—
Awarded a silver medal June 30, 1913, for bravely rescuing, on Sep-
tember 13, 1909, from the waters of Galveston Bay, one Arthur
Sherwood, & sailor attached to the British steamer Belgian, who got
beyond his depth while in bathing.

eravin, on watch at the life-saving station, heard Sherwood’s

cries for help and saw him go under. e surfman ran and dived off
a dock and brought the man up in a lifeless condition after a long
search. He also conveyed the man ashore unassisted and helped to
resuscitate him. It appears from a resuscitation report submitted
in this case by the station keeper that Sherwood had been under water
nearly four minutes. (An account of his resuscitation appears on
{). 38)of the Annual Report of the Life-Saving Service for the year

910.
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DISASTERS TO VESSELS INVOLVING LOSS OF LIFE.

Section 9 of the act of Congress approved June 18, 1878, provides:

. That ugon the occurrence of any shipwreck within the scope of the operations of
the Life-Saving Service, attended with loss of life, the general superintendent shall
cause an investigation of all the circumstances connected with said disaster and loss
of life to be made, with a view of ascertaining the cause of the disaster, and whether
any of the officers or employees of the service have heen guilty of neglect or miscon-
duct in the premises.

In accordance with the requirements of the foregoing, all disasters
of the class named, which occurred within the fiscal year ended
June 30, 1913, were investigated. The attendant facts and circum-
stances 1n each case, as ascertained by testimony taken under oath,
are set forth in the following narratives:

SWAMPING OF SKIFF, JULY 10, 1912.

BAADDAH POINT STATION.

On the night of July 10, 1912, between 9 and 10 o’clock, two
brothers—Hans Jensen and John Jensen—rowing a skiff out to their
fishing launch anchored several hundred yards off Petersens Wharf,
Neah Bay, Wash., suffered a capsize. John Jensen was drowned.

It was a dark, cloudy night, with a light breeze and a smooth sea.
The skiff was a tiny affair only 6 feet long—too small even to carr,
one person safely. Hans was at the oars and John, who was muc
the heavier person, was seated in the stern. The boat swamped
simply because of uneven and excessive loading. Strange to say,
neither of the men could swim. John, who had on heavy sea boots,
immediately sank. Hans caught hold of the boat and clung to it
until he was picked up by the occupants of a fishing launch moored
near the scene of the capsize. His rescuers carried him to the revenue
cutter Snohomish, anchored near by. After signaling the news of
the accident to the Baaddah Point Life-Saving Station, officers of
the cutter dispatched two boats to search for the missing fisherman.

Keeper Alfred Rimer (now of the Cape Disappointment Station)
and his crew immediately responded in the Monomoy surfboat. On
their arrival an officer in command of one of the cutter’s boats
directed them where to drag for the body. While the search was
going on they were signaled to come aboard the Snohomish. There
they found that the body had been secured by the other boat from
the cutter. They worked for two and one-half hours in an unsuc-
cessful effort to restore the unfortunate fisherman, the resuscitative
work being continued more than an hour after a physician, who had
been summoned from the shore, pronounced the man dead.

61
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CAPSIZE OF LAUNCH ‘‘PIPPIN,” AUGUST 11, 1912.

CI'j.‘Y POINT STATION.

Shortly after noon of August 11, 1912, a party of 21 persons left
the public landing at City Point, Mass., in the 28-foot cabined launch
Pippin for a cruise around Dorchester hay. There was a stiff breeze
blowing at the time, making conditions highly unfavorable for
boating. The launch had proceeded no more than a quarter of a
mile from the landing when she was struck by a heavy sea, which
caused her to list so heavily that she filled. She sank so deeply that
only the roof of the cabin was available as a refuge for the persons -
imperiled. As usually happens in such cases, the occupants of the
launch were immediately thrown into a panic. In the commotion
attending their efforts to get into the tender the submerged launch
rolled, precipitating all hands into the water. The tender capsized
at the same time.

With the exception of two or three who succeeded in getting hold
of loose life preservers or pieces of wreckage, the party found them-
selves struggling helplessly for their lives. Two of them, Michael
Hardigan and John Smith, were drowned.

The lookout on the bridge of the City Point Life-Saving Station,
half a mile distant from the scene of the casualty, had kept his glass
trained upon the Pippin from the moment she left shore. The serv-
ice crew were therefore on their way to her assistance in the two
station launches as soon as it was observed that she was in trouble.
They reached the scene of the capsize in less than five minutes after
it occurred, but before their arrival several of the endangered persons
had been rescued by a Xrivate launch. The two parties of surfmen
promptly took on board all whom they found in the water. Each
succeeded in rescuing a girl who had quit struggling and sunk. One
of these rescues was performed by Surfman Sullivan aboard the
smaller of the two service boats. He went overboard without wait-
ing for the launch to stop, and secured the drowning woman after
diving twice. Resuscitative work was immediately resorted to in
both cases, the life-savers meanwhile circling about on the lookout
for other victims of the accident.

A total of five persons—two girls and three men—was picked up
by the life-savers. They were 2Il taken to the station, where the
girls, who had responded admirably to the treatment given them en
route, were placed under the care of several physicians and nurses
from aboard a yacht anchored in the vicinity, who kindly volun-
teered their services. The three men were not in need of attention.

So far none of the life-saving crew knew whether or not any of the
pleasure seekers had been lost. After the five survivors had been
cared for the crew therefore returned to the scene of the accident
and dragged for the bodies of possible victims. While they were
engaged in this work word reached them that everybody involved in
the disaster had been rescued. The search was accordingly discon-
tinued. About 8 o’clock in the evening, however, news reached the
stetion that two of the men known to lgmve been aboard the Pippin
had not returned to their homes and that their relatives were making
inquiries for them. Thereupon the crew immediately returned to
the submerged launch aboard the steamer Relis/ and hauled the
boat up on the beach, but failed to find the body of either of the
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missing men. They continued fruitless}Iy to search the waters of
Dorchester Bay snd the shores of the adjacent islands for nearly a
week. Several days after the capsize the body of Hardigan was

icked up by the launch Augusta, between Thompson’s Island and
gqluantum, and that of Smith at Spectacle Island. )

t appears that none of the survivors interrogated with regard to
the casualty remembers to have seen in the water either of the two
men who perished. It is presumed that they sank very soon after
falling overboard.

CAPSIZE OF ROWBOAT, AUGUST 11, 1912.
BUFFALO STATION,

It is the custom of a number of persons variously employed durin,
the day in the city of Buffalo, N. Y., to fish at night in the month o
August from the end of the Government slip in the harbor of the
place named.

On the night of August 11, 1912, about a dozen persons were
engaged in the sport referred to, handling their lines from the piers,
while three others were fishing from a rowboat anchored a hundred
feet or so off one of the pier ends. Shortly after midnight the lookout
of the Buffalo Life-Saving Station heard cries for help coming from
the direction of the piers. As the station watches were changing at
the time, four surfmen were dressed and ready for action. Under
command of the keeper, these at once launched the power surfboat.
Three minutes later they had covered the half-mile to the piers,
where they found a man plainly under the influence of liquor sitting
in a boat nearly full of water and screaming at the top of his voice.
They took him on board and soon learned from him that the boat had
contained two other men, both of whom had tumbled into the water
while trying to change seats. According to the story of the survivor,
both of them had tried to swim ashore. They were evidently soon
drowned, as none of those fishing from the pier saw or heard them in
the water. .

After taking the rescued man to the station the keeper returned to
the scene with grappling irons and dralgged for the bodies. Both were
recovered within an hour. Judging from the place where they were
found, it would seem that they had swum away from instead of toward
the shore. The names of the drowned men were George Leavrczyk
and John Walkawak.

CAPSIZE OF BARGE ‘‘LILLEBONNE,”’ AUGUST 29, 1912.

POINT BONITA STATION.

On the afternoon of August 29, 1912, the 218-ton barge Lille-
bonne, bound seaward from the harbor of Oakland, Cal., with a load
of garbage was overturned by a strong wind and rough sea a mile
offs%lore and the same distance south-southeast of the Point Bonita
Life-Saving Station. The barge, which had formerly been a schooner,
was making her first trip as a garbage boat, and was in tow of the
tug Dauniless. She carried a crew of eight men, one of whom
Joseph Healy, was lost. Her cargo reposed in large bins constructed
high above g,er deck. This made her top-heavy, and when a strong
gust of wind struck her at the heads she went on her beam ends,
sinking a few minutes later in 16 fathoms. :
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It would seem that after the schooner turned over seven of her
crew were so fortunate as to be able to climb up on her side. It
appears that a short time before the capsize took place the man who
lost his life went down into the cabin with the intention of sounding
the well to see whether the vessel was leaking. She went over while
he was below, and he did not have even a chance to save himself.
When she sank five of the seven men who had succeeded in getting
on her side managed to scramble into her small boat, while two were
thrown into the water.

At the time the disaster occurred the Point Bonita life-saving
crew were at work 300 yards northeast of their station moving a

ump house. The schooner lay on her beam ends when they sighted

er. They ran to their power ﬁoat, which was moored at the station
wharf, and put off, driving the engine at its highest speed. They
also took advantage of the win%, which blew strong on their
quarter, by hoisting the foresail. By the time they arrived a
large motor launch, which had outdistanced them in the run to the
vessel, had succeeded in picking up one of the two men who had been
thrown into the water, and was trying to rescue the other. The
station keeper therefore turned his attention to the five men in the
schooner’s boat, who by this time had drifted several hundred yards
from the spot where the vessel had sunk. They were surrounded by
wreckage and garbage, and the seas were breaking over them, but as
the lifeboat drew near they were so unmindful of their peril as to
beg the keeper to go first to the assistance of the man whom the other
motor craft was tr{ing to rescue. Although the lifeboat was not
then in a position from which a quick run could be made in near
him—a short turn against the sea among much wreckage beinﬁ
necessary—the keeper nevertheless endeavored to comply wit.
their request. After the boat swung around, however, a big bunch
of wreckage actually prevented it from getting within reach of him.
A line was therefore thrown, but it fouled and fell short. * Appreci-
ating the danger to which the crew exposed themselves by keeping
their boat longer in the midst of the wreckage, Surfman Johnson at
this juncture sprang overboard and worked his way to the man’s
side. As it was out of the question for him to get back to the lifeboat,
he assisted his charge to the other launch, which lay to leeward.
This rescue consummated, the keeper turned back to the five men
in the small boat. The work still to be accomplished had to be done
with the utmost expedition. As the power boat swung in alongside
three of the occupants were grasped and hauled on board, but before
the two others could be picked up a sea swept the life-savers away.
While they were circling around preparatory to another attempt a
launch operated by a fisherman who had come upon the scene ran
in and completed the rescue.

The state of sea and wind, and the wreckage and garbage that
covered the water in the locality of the disaster combined to make
the rescue of the seven survivors a difficult and dangerous task.
The service power boat had scarcel - arrived before she was disabled
by getting aﬁ)ine in her wheel. Theline did not interfere with running
ahead or stopping, but she could not be backed. But for this diffi-
culty the service crew would have been able on their first trip along-
side to keep beside the small boat long enough to rescue all five of its
occupants.
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The keeper states that the master of the tug Dauntless did not
sound any distress whistles until the schooner went down. The
failure of the tug to go to the assistance of the schooner’s crew is
explained by the cricumstance that she was for some time unable to
get free of her steel towing hawser.

The body of the man who was drowned was never recovered. The
Lillebonne remained on the bottom for about a week; then she
floated and became a menace to navigation. She was finally hauled
into shoal water and blown up, the life-saving crew assisting in her
destruction. :

OAPSIZE OF POWER BOAT ‘‘PILGRIM,” OCTOBER 5, 1912,

YAQUINA BAY STATION.

On the evening of October 5, 1912, five lives were lost by the
capsizing of the gasoline sloop Pilgrim off the entrance to Yaquina
Bay, Oreg. The names of the persons lost were J. D. McKenzie
(master), Claud Toner, Tarl Telefson, Forest Wooster, and Michael

‘I-}enry. All except McKenzie were boys between 16 and 20 years
of age.

e disaster occurred at a point 1§ miles south-southwest of the
Ya(}uina Bay Life-Saving Station. The Pilgrim, a new 14-ton boat,
40 feet long, had crossed out over the bar durinE the forenoon,
presumably to engage in ﬁshin%; She was overtaken by disaster
and her crew lost while making her way back into harbor.

There was a strong northwest wind blowing at the time and a
strong flood tide running, and the seas were breaking heavily on the
bar. Infact, the condition of wind and sea throughout the day was
such as should have deterred any vessel of the size of the Pilgrim
ill‘loni attempting to cross the bar, either going out of or coming into

e bay.

It aﬁpears that as the Pilgrim apﬁroached the bar on her way
home Keeper Stuart, of the Yaquina Bay Station, and two members
of his crew were watching her. They had no idea she would do
anything more than reconnoiter the bar. On the contrary, they
confidently ex?ected that she would turn round and put to sea to
await a more favorable hour for making the harbor. But she kept
steadily on toward the entrance. Reaching the breaker-swept area
of the bar, she was seen to take the first sea without evident difficulty.
The second one encountered, however, capsized her.

The Dobbins boat was immediately manned and launched with
every member of the crew in his place. On their arrival at the end
of the south jetty after a hard pull across the bay entrance against
a strong incoming tide, the life-savers learned that the Pilgrim had
come ashore about a mile farther south. They accordingly landed
and proceeded on foot down the beach. They found the launch
ging on her port side about 60 yards out from the edge of the surf.

ne of the crew, Surfman King, swam out to her with a heavy line
attached to his waist, but as she was full of water, with wreckage and
fishing gear thrashing about as the seas broke over her, he was
unable to make search for the bodies of her unfortunate crew. ‘

After patrolling the beach fully 2 miles to the southward the keeper
and part of his crew returned to the station. Three or four surfmen
were detailed to keep watch of the wreck. About 10 p. m., the tide
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having ebbed and the water run out of the vessel, the surfmen and
some volunteers boarded her and found the bodies of McKenzie,
Telefson:i and Henry. The bodies of Toner and Wooster were never
recovered.

CAPSIZE OF LAUNCH ‘‘LILIAN L.,”’ OCTOBER 6, 1912.
POINT LOOKOUT STATION.

The foolhardiness of inexperienced persons in venturing upon
unsheltered waters in small, open boats is convincingly shown in the
following account of an accident that occurred October 6, 1912, off
the coast of Long Island, 2 miles east of the Point Lookout Life-
Saving Station.

On the morning of the day mentioned a party of five men set out
from Rockaway to Freeport, N. Y., in a 20-foot open launch named
the Lilian L. The trip could be made by two routes: One, through
the channels and inlets that cut up into numerous small islands the
southerly shore of Long Island; the other, by the open sea from
Rockaway to Jones Inlet, and thence northerly through one of several
narrow passages similar to those necessary to be traversed on the
first-described route. As the weather was fine and the water off-
shore smooth, the party chose to go by the route that would take
them part of the way by sea. Little they reckoned the danger that
awaited them 9 or 10 miles down the coast at the place where they
would have to leave the ocean and turn into the estuary—Jones
Inlet—leading up in the direction of Freeport.

About 11 a. m. the keeper of the service station at Long Beach,
several miles east of Rockaway, rang up the Point Lookout Station
and notified the life-saving crew at that place that a launch with a
sharpie in tow had passed the station first-named, going east.

As the tide was flooding by this time and the sea had become
rough, the man on duty in the tower of the Point Lookout Station
kept a sharp watch for the launch. His vigilance was not imme-
diately rewarded, however, owing to the fact that the view seaward
had become obscured by a low-hanging mist. The party passed the
station without being discovered. %‘;achin Jones Inlet, where they
were to turn in, they found the water breaking heavily on the bar
off the .entrance. their ignorance they nevertheless kept on,
undeterred.

The first breaker that struck them filled their boat and set the
sharpie adrift. Three of them managed to get hold of the sharpie,
while two—Fred Ehlen and Jos. L. Meniger—succeeded in grasping
the launch’s bow. The next sea that came along rolled the launch
over and broke the hold of the two men. They were not afterwards
seen alive. The sharpie also rolled over several times, but the three
men clinging to it were able to maintain their hold until the Point
Lookoutﬂ?e—savers picked them up. ‘

The station lookout had discovered the overturned sharpie while
scanning the waters of the inlet through his glass. Owing to the
distance and the prevailing haze, he could not make out what the
object was, but in view of the telephone message referred to, he
rightly assumed that the boating party had suffered misfortune.
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The station crew immediately launched their surfboat and rescued
three of the five boatmen, as already indicated. After taking them
ashore and sending them to the station in charge of some citizens,
the life-savers returned to the scene of the disaster and made search
for the two missing men. Their quest proving fruitless, the keeper
sent two surfmen to patrol the beach, while he obtained a fast power
boat and explored the inside waters.

The body of Ehlen came ashore several days later at Edgemore,
L.I. That of Meniger was not recovered.

WRECK OF GASOLINE STEAMER ‘‘OSPREY,”” NOVEMBER 1, 1912,
CO08 BAY STATION.

While trying to cross in over the bar at the entrance to Coos Bay,
Oreg., about 6 a. m. of November 1, 1912, the 43-ton gasoline steamer
Osprey, bound from Port Orford, Oreg., to Coos Bay with a cargo of
barreled salmon, was overwhelmed by the breakers and capsized
with the loss of every person on board, namely: Gust Jos)mson
(master), J. Jacobsen, Ned Harvey, Chester Johnson, and Joe Peitsch.
The little that is known concerning the circumstances of the disaster
is contained in a statement submitted by Capt. George Tyler, master
of the tug Roscoe.

It appears that early in the morning of the date mentioned Capt.
Tyler, on his way out of Coos Bay with a tow, cast off his line near
the bay entrance and ran down to the bar to ascertain what his
chances were for getting safely to sea. Deterred from making the
venture by the state of the water on the bar, he had turned back
when he saw the light of a small vessel outside. As she was appar-
ently bent on coming into the bay he sto;ﬁ)ed his tug off the bell
buoy abreast of Coos Head to watch her. He lost sight of her after
she entered the outer line of breakers. Convinced that she had met
with misfortune he swung round and ran out as far as the end of the
jetty that extends seaward from North Spit, and saw a boat bottom
up in the breakers nearly abreast of the jetty buoy. There were no
signs of life on or near the vessel.

As the tide had commenced to ebb Capt. Tyler experienced much
difficulty in handling his vessel, burdened heavily, as she was, with
a deckload of freight. Therefore, he did not at once approach nearer
the overturned boat than 300 feet. As those aboard the Roscoe
watched, the Osprey was seen to turn up on her port beam, bringing
her pilot house into view. The crew of the tug were then able to
read her name. She had scarcely changed her position in the water
when a man crawled out of the house and waved his arms. The tug
immediately whistled to let him know that he was observed, then
backed cautiously down toward the boat close enough to heave a
line on board. In the meantime another man was discovered 30
feet or more from the vessel holding on to some wreckage that appar-
ently trailed overboard. )

e man seen in the pilot house was recognized by Capt. Tyler

as Capt. Johnson, master of the 08{1‘8’3/. In the o(finion of Capt.
ler, he was either half drowned or badly frightened. He got hold

of the line thrown from the Roscoe and tied 1t around his body in
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compliance with Capt Tyler’s instructions, but when commanded to
jumpl overboard he did nothing but cling tightly to the rail of his
vessel.

While the above-described efforts to save Johnson were being
made both vessels drifted northward into an area of broken water so
dangerous as to jeopardize the lives of those aboard the tug.
Capt. Tyler therefore directed his men to haul the man overboard
regardless of his reluctance to take the plunge into the water. The
accordingly endeavored to break his hold, but he still resisted wit
all his strength. As the tug did not dare remain longer where she
was, owing to her proximity to the jetty, there was nothing to be
done in the circumstances but cast off the line, which was done.
Soon after the tug made her escape the Osprey drifted into the furious
surf off the end of the jetty, rolled over, and nearly buried herself in
the seas. When those aboard the tug once more got a good view of
her, bot(lil Johnson and the man clinging to the wreckage had dis-
appeared.

P bout this time the Coos Bay life-saving crew, bound from their
station 3 miles up the bay, were rounding the turn in the channel
near the entrance. After Kaarning from Capt. Tyler what had trans-
pired they accompanied the tug to the end of the jetty and found
the Osprey fast on the rocks forming the base of the structure. The
water was too rough at the prevailing stage of the tide for the life-
savixi(g crew to land on the jetty and make a close inspection of the
wreck.

It appears that just before dawn the lights of the Os re%l were
seen from the station lookout, situated on the point of North Spit
and overlooking the bay entrance. They soon disappeared, and a
fow minutes later the surfman on watch saw the vessel lying on her
side with her bottom toward the shore. He observed a man standinﬁ
on her cabin aft and one cl.i.tﬁing to some wreckage forward. Bot
men were shouting for help. He waved a flag to them and immediately
telephoned to the life-saving station. The power lifeboat was
quickly launched and run at top speed down the bay, but with the
result already shown. The bodies of only two of the victims of the
dis;ter—J. Jacobsen and Chester Johnson—were recovered, so far
as known.

WRECK OF SCHOONER ‘‘JOHN MAXWELL,”” NOVEMBER 2, 1912,
NEW INLET STATION.

The wreck of the schooner John Mazwell in the early morning of
November 2, 1912, three-fourths of a mile southeast of the New Inlet
Life-Saving Station, coast of North Carolina, furnished the most
serious casualty of any that occurred upon our eastern seaboard
during the year within the scope of operations of the service.

When overtaken by disaster the Mazwell, a 532-ton vessel, carrying
a crew of seven men, was on her way from Norfolk, Va., to Savannah,
Ga., with a cargo of coal. Capt. Fred Godirey, her master and the
only survivor, states in his testimony, given at the official investiga-
tion of the wreck, that the weather previous to the time of the strand-
ing had been thick and rainy, and that when the vessel struck the
wind was blowing about 20 miles an hour and rapidly increasing,



ANNUAL REPORT UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 59

with a rising sea. Asked as to the cause of the disaster, he declared
it to have been the fault of the mate in not obeying his orders to get
a cast of the lead. As all hands except the master perished, his
charge of disobedience made against his first officer must stand
unsupported and unchallenged.

According to Capt. Godifrey’s story of events aboard ship the
above-mentioned dereliction of the mate was not the only short-
coming on the part of the latter that brought disaster upon his ship-
mates. The schooner had scarcely grounded before he and four of
the crew, in defiance of Capt. Godfrey, abandoned her in the ship’s
boat, leaving only the cook to keep the captain company. What
befell the five men after the boat struck the water and the darkness
swallowed them up will never be known, for none of them was after-
wards seen alive. Had the mate obeyed his superior officer in the
second instance he might in a measure have made amends for his
fatal disregard of instructions given earlier, as the master expresses
the belief that, with all hand%l assisting, the line that was finally
laid across the schooner from the beach could have been hauled out
and the breeches buoy apparatus set up, thereby making possible
the rescue of the entire company.

Following the desertion of the five sailors, Capt. Godfrey and the
cook (named Alexander Tillman) climbed into the mizzen rigging. A
few moments later, namely, at 3.10 a. m., the vessel was (%iscovered
by Surfman P. L. O’Neal, making the patrol south from the New Inlet
Life-Saving Station. Half an hour later the crew of the New Inlet
Station (P. H. Etheridge, keeper) were abreast of the schooner with
their beach apparatus. The Chicamacomico and Gull Shoal crews
were soon also upon the scene, each with a surfboat, news of the
stranding having been communicated to them by telephone from
the station first named.

When the New Inlet crew appeared the Mazwell lay approximately
350 yards off the beach, wind, sea, and current having worked her
some distance farther in from the spot where she first struck. Keeper
Etheridge at once began operations looking to a rescue by firing a
No. 7 line across the forward part of the vessel. The shot proved
ineffective, however. The line fouled at the shore end and broke,
and the projectile carried it away. The second shot, carrying a
No. 9 line, was equally well aimed, but the life-savers hauled it back
to the shore without feeling any answering pull from the schooner.
Still a third line (a No. 9) was sent off with no Eetter result. Asit was
apparent from the efforts made that nothing could be accomplished
" with the beach apparatus, owing to the distance to the schooner,

the strong set of the current soutiward, and the lack of cooperation
aboard ship, the three station keepers decided that it would be best
to discontinue operations until daylight, when it was hoped a rescue
mi’%ht be effected by boat.
‘he wind, blowing strong when the schooner stranded, had become
a full gale by dawn. The sea, also, which had risen during the latter
part of the night, had become very rough. Giant waves were leaping
clear over the schooner, while between her and the shore the water
was a turmoil of furiously racing whitecaps. When it was sufficiently
light to get a good view of the vessel, the two men on board were
for the first time observed in the mizzen rigging. A shot now fired
from the shore put a line within reach of them. They got hold of it




60 ANNUAL REPORT UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

and endeavored to haul off the whip, but, exhausted as they were by
their long vigil, and their movements being circumscribed, moreover,
by their position, their combined strength was not sufficient to
overcome the united force of sea and current tugging at the line
between the schooner and the shore. When it appeared that they
could do nothing with the line, the life-savers hauletj) it taut and bent
on two cork lifebelts, it being plainly seen that they were without
such protection. The line was cut on the beach and a signal made to
the imperiled men to haul away. But the current again defeated
their efforts—they could not drag even the belts through the water.

As the work so far performed held no promise of ultimate success
the life-savers now turned to their boat. Eight oarsmen, picked
from the three crews, were chosen for the venture, with ng ers
Etheridge and J. A. Midgett (the latter of the Gull Shoal Station) to
handle the steering oar. It required the efforts of every keeper and
surfman on the beach, supplemented by the assistance of a number
of spectators, to ﬁet. the boat into the water and started on its way.

Recourse to the surfboat, however, like the efforts previously
made with the line, was doomed to fail. The craft safely passed
the inshore breakers with fair speed, but 100 yards from the wreck
it encountered the powerful current previously referred to, and its
progress was precipitately stopped. So far as getting ahead was
concerned the strength of the seasoned men at the oars might as well
have been exerted against a stone wall. Referring to the efforts of
the boat’s crew to proceed, Keeper Etheridge testifies that in all his
experience as a life-saver, covering a period of 26 years, he never
saw the tide runningstronger. Perceiving,after a determined attempt
to get on, the utter impossibility of reaching the ship, Keeper Ethe-
ridge, who was in command of the crew, passed the word to the
oarsmen to run for the shore. A landing was made 500 yards leeward
of the place where they had launched.

On getting back to the beach Keeper Etheridge shot another line
over the wreck. The sailors secured it and fastened it to the mast.
In a few moments Tillman grasped it and swung from his position
with the evident intention o? trying to make shore. He succeeded
in working his way along the line a distance of perhaps 20 feet when
he lost his hold and fell into the water. After making a desperate
effort to regain the vessel he sank.

During the forenoon of the 2d, with the foice of the gale rapidly
increasing and the sea steadily growing rougher, the schooner began
to break up. The service crews had reached the end of their resources,
however, and could do nothing but look helplessly on in momentary
expectation of seeing the single remaining survivor go down with the
swaying mast. They stood thus impotently by watching the closing
scenes of the tragedy throughout the afternoon of the 2d and a part
of the night. The end came shortly after midnight. By the aid of
two searchlights that played upon the wreck from a revenue cutter
and a warship standing by offshore they saw the schooner riven apart
and were abﬁa to follow the movements of the man up aloft as he
lowered himself to the deck and made his last stand at the vessel’s
stern. They were soon to learn, however, that the good fortune
which had permitted the master to live long enough to witness the
death throes of his ship was destined to attend him throughout the
still darker moments to come, in the fight for his life amidst wreck-
age and overwhelming seas, and finally to see him safely ashore.
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When the dismemberment of the vessel took place the master
found himself on a fragment of the schooner’s stern. He still had
enough strength left to cling to his unstable support and enough voice
to halloo. His shouts, faintly carrying to the wearied men on the
beach, gave them renewed energy and put them on the alert. The
part of the broken hull that supported him was providentially borne
Ey the swift tidal current in toward the land. en it came within
throwing distance one of the watchers wtded down into the surf and
cast a line to the man, shouting to him to tie it around his body.
He did as directed and was soon hauled ashore.

Capt. Godfrey was cared for at the New Inlet Station until fully
recovered from his terrible experience. A letter from him express-
ing his appreciation of the services of his rescuers may be found
under “Letters of acknowledgment.” In said letter he expresses the
opinion that his crew also would have been saved had they remained
by the ship and assisted in the work of hauling off the lines sent out
by the life-saving crews.

As previously indicated, a revenue cutter (the Onondage) and a
naval vessel, standing by the wreck outside during the night of
November 2, threw their searchlights on the schooner. Capt. God-
frey was of the opinion that the illumination thus afforded actually
saved his life, as it enabled him to change his position in time to
keep him from going overboard with the mast.

LOSS OF FISH BOAT ‘“TWO BROTHERS,”” NOVEMBER 23, 1912.
PENTWATER STATION.

On the afternoon of November 23, 1912, the fish boat Two Brothers
struck the end of the south pier at Pentwater, Mich., while trying to
make harbor during a gale, and sank, drowning her crew of three

e;sons, namely: August Christensen, Ole Ellehammer, and Tony
ohnson.

When the fish boats of Pentwater left harbor on the morning of
the day mentioned to visit their nets on the offshore fishing grounds,
wind and sky presaged a storm. About 1 p. m. the wind began to
blow from the northwest and soon attained the force of a gale. By
2 o’clock the sea was running high, with heavy breakers extending
150 feet offshore from the harbor entrance and very rough water in
the entrance channel. Indeed, the waves were soon making a clean
breach over the outer portion of the north pier, the strong wind
sending the spray from their crests 50 feet in the air. The seas broke
over the south pier also at intervals, but not in such volume, owing
to the lee aﬂ’ordlt)ad by the structure on the north side, which extended
100 feet farther out into the lake.

Along about 2 o’clock the surfman of the Pentwater Life-Saving
Station on duty in the lookout, situated on the north pier, 750 feet
from its outer end, called the station keeper into the tower to take a
look at the returning fish boats then in the offing, which were making
heavy weather of it and in danger of broaching to in the breakers at
the harbor entrance. Having satisfied himself that the vessels were
exposed to danger, the keeper returned to the station, launched the
Beebe-McLellan surfboat, and proceeded down to the harbor en-
trance to within 300 or 400 feet of the pierheads. It was his plan
to remain inside near the entrance ready to rush to the aid of any
boat finding itself in trouble outside.
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While the boat’s crew were waiting there until their services
should be in demand, the Two Brothers was seen to shoot out from
behind the end of the north pier on the crest of a high comber, head
south across the entrance, pass the end of the south pier a short dis-
tance to the south and west, and then square up for the harbor.
Their view of her was obstructed for the moment gy the south pier.
When they beheld her again it was to see her fling herself like a living
thing up on top of the pier end, rest there for a moment poised, then .
lose her balance as a sea struck her, and tumble backward into the
lake. When this spectacular event took place the life-saving crew
were at a distance of perhaps 400 feec from the unfortunate boat.
They landed upon the pier as quickly as possible with heaving lines,
but by the time they reached the end of the structure the boat with
its crew of three was nowhere to be seen.

It appears that a man named Maynard was standing on the north
pier when the Two Brothers met with disaster. Being at a point
abreast of the end of the south pier, he had a good view of the occur-
rence. Referring to the sea that carried the boat to destruction and
to the events immediately following, Maynard says:

It was the biggest sea I have seen in a good many days. The wind was blowi
almost a hurricane from the northwest. \%’hen the yTwoyBrotbers got abreast ofw:.l;g
north pier she turned and started in. When she came to about 100 or 150 feet out from
the north pier she rose on a large wave, and it looked as though her wheel and rudder
were both out of the water. It was just like a person going ashore on a comber. The
boat was carried toward the south pier at railroad speed. As she neared the pier she
slipped back on the wave, and the rudder and wheel taking effect sent her broadside
to the end of the pier. A second wave lifted her up on top. She hung there until
another wave swung her off. Then she dropped down into the water again.  Christen-

sen and Johnson came out at the stern and jumped into the lake, but Ellehammer,
who came out at the bow, hung on to the top of the cabin until the boat went down.

The strong undertow rapidly carried Christensen and Johnson out
into the lake, where they soon sank in the cold water. Ellehammer
went down with the boat.

It appears from the evidence in this case that not more than two
minutes elapsed between the time the fish boat struck the pier and
the time her crew disappeared beneath the waves. In the circum-
stances, neither the life-saving crew nor anyone else could have done
anything to save or even attempt to save the victims of the disaster.

”

WRECK OF TUG ‘‘MARGARET,”’ DECEMBER 30, 1912.

AVALON AND TATHAMS STATIONS.

On the morning of December 30, 1912, the seagoing tug - Margaret,
fighting her way against a 45-mile gale, en route from New York to

orfolk with three heavily-laden barges, struck a submerged wreck
or other obstruction off the coast of New Jersey, and was so severely
.injured that she had to cast off her tow and run for the shore to keep
from sinking. She grounded in the breakers some 300 yards off the
beach, and was promptly discovered by the lookout of the Avalon
Life-Saving Station, 3 or 4 miles to the northeast.

As a rescuing party from the station named would have had to (i)ut
to sea in the teeth of the gale, news of the disaster was telephoned to
the Tathams Life-Saving Station, several miles to the southward—
from which place a boat going to the assistance of the tug would
have the wind dead astern. ifter sending the message the keeper
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of the Avalon Station set out with his crew down the beach on foot
with the purpose of assisting the life-savers at Tathams should assist-
ance be necessary.

On receiving information of the stranding the Tathams crew, under
the command of Keeper Harry McGinley, hauled their power surf-
boat down to the beach ready for launching. Under the lashing of
the gale the waters inshore had become a cauldron of raging seas.
To launch off an unprotected beach at such a time is a task of great
difficulty and danger, for in order to escape disaster the boat must be
held squarely head to the seas. A swerve to either side, however
slight, and a breaking wave may swing the craft around broadside
to and roll her back on the beach, possibly to the loss of some of her
crew.

As the boat glided from her carriage and struck the water, the
engine was set going to give her steerage way, but so fierce were the
onslaughts of the surf that the power of her two propellers had to be
augmented by the muscle of seven oarsmen before she was able to get
her nose beyond the first line of breakers. As it was, she filled before
reaching the less turbulent area outside the inshore breakers. Fortu-
nately the boat was a self-bailer and practically non-submergible.

Wind and sea were rapidly increasing, but once beyond the surf the
rescuers had both in their fayor and were soon in the locality of the
tug. They found her lying bow to the shore, with only the upper

art of her pilot house and 3 or 4 feet of her bow exposed. Her after-

ouse had disappeared, and her boats had washed cl%ar of their tackle.
What still remained above water was being heavily bombarded by
the seas, as though old Neptune were bent on battering down the
last refuge of the vessel’s Eapless crew before any human agency
could intervene to save them.

After a hasty survey of the situation, Keeper McGinley decided to
run in under the starboard bow, that being the least exposed place
alongside the wreck. .A few quick-spoken Instructions were accord-
ingly given as to the duty of each man when the moment should arrive
for the actual work of rescue to begin.

The boat was held in check as much as possible, awaiting the
approach of a favoring sea. When one came along, the full power of
the engine was turned on and boat and gathering wave sped swiftl
toward the vessel. Fifty yards from the goal, however, the sea fe
away. At this critical moment, with the speed of the craft slackened,
two towering seas raced down upon the boat from over the bow.
The propellers were reversed to give the craft sternway and enable
her to meet the oncoming waves with as little shock as possible, but
she failed to take the first one at the right moment and it broke over
the heads of the occupants, hiding men and boat entirely from the
view of the crew of the tug, who were anxiously watching the con-
test.

Like a duck coming up from a dive, the boat freed herself of the
deluge of water, only to take a second plunge under when the follow-
ing sea struck her; but she again came buoyantly up and with every
man of her half-drowned crew in his place.

While the life-savers were battling thus with the seas, wind and
tide carried them fully 250 yards away from the wreck. Efforts to
regain the ground lost were continued with renewed vigor, the surfmen
now taking to their oars and adding their strength to gasoline power.



64 ANNUAL REPORT UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

For more than half an hour the unequal fight went on, the boat gain-
ing, then losing, then gaining again, the oarsmen frequently having to
stop rowing and hold onto their seats to keep from being wasied
overboard.

At last the boat, having shipped many seas and repeatedly filled,
got within 25 yards of the tug—almost near enough to permit a line
. to be thrown into the hands of her crew.

Keeper McGinley, who held the steering oar, states in his report
to the department that the surf around the wreck was the worst he
had ever encountered in 29 years spent on the beach. The master
of the tug adds his testimony also to that of the keeper regarding the
condition of the sea, with the statement that on two occasions, as he
watched the efforts of the life-savers to get alongside, their boat
was flung so high above the surface of the water that he could see
da%lright underneath her entire length.

eather conditions were unfortunately growing worse, the gale
having now attained almost the velocity of a hurricane and the seas
become miniature mountains. Moreover, the wave-buffeted surf-
boat, on getting in near the wreck, found herself in the toils of an irre-
sistible current, against which the power of men and machinery
combined availed nothing.

The life-saving crew had indeed reached the end of their resources,
as was soon to be demonstrated. As they struggled futilely to make
headway their boat was caught up without warning on the crest of a
suddenly risen comber and in a twinkling flung aloft and turned over.

Following the capsize, five of the crew, including the keeper, suc-
ceeded in regaining the boat, which now floated bottom up. Three
came to the surface so far away from the craft that they could not
reach it at all. After struggling vainly against the current for a while
two of them gave up the contest and swam for the shore.

The four oarsmen who, with the keeper, had managed to get back
to the boat were able to support themselves alongside by holding on
to the bilge strips, while the keeper maintained himself at the stern,
clinging to the propeller blades. Several attempts were made to
right the boat, but its weight and bulk refused to answer the united
tugging of the four oarsmen.

As the five helpless men clung to the craft, with tons of swirling
%reen water burying them at intervals of a few seconds, they did not

orget to shout words of encouragement to their apparently less for-

tunate comrades, fighting their way to a place beside them. More-
over, the men alongside the boat were not unmindful of each other.
After each sea had smashed down on their heads and passed on, the
first question asked one of the other was: “Is every one safe$”

Two of those who were clinging to the boat, Surfman John Mathis
and Adelbert Robbins, had been boyhood friends. Mathis was
married. When it seemed that all must inevitably perish, Robbins,
with as fine a spirit of resignation and self sacrifice as was ever
exhibited, remarked: ‘“If one of us has to die, I would rather it would
be me instead of John. He has a wife and children.”

Shortly after the keeper regained the boat he endeavored to push
the steering oar, which was still secured at the stern, within reach of
one of the three men the tide had carried away some distance. While
his attention was engaged by the oar a sea, taking him off his guard,
tore him away from the wheel and swept him away also. Finding
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himself unable to get back to the boat and feeling the chill of the
water beginning to benumb his senses, he too struck out for land.
The others who were still by the boat soon followed his example.

By a miracle all hands reached shallow water, from which they
were hauled by their comrades from Avalon, assisted by residents
of the neighborhood. They were so chilled and exhausted when
taken from the surf that they had to be carried bodily to a rousing
fire awaiting them in an abandoned barn near by.

By 2 p. m. the wind had moderated perceptibly and shifted to the
westward, cutting down the surf considerably. In anticipation of
the improved weather conditions Keeper Frank Nichols of the
Avalon Station had already dispatched his crew for his surfboat.
The boat arrived at 3.30 p. m.

While preparations for Eeaving shore were under way a new diffi-
culty arose—that of picking a crew. Eight men were needed, but
each man in the two crews insisted on being given a place in the boat.
The Avalon crew were fresh and impatient for the work ahead, but
the men from Tathams protested vociferously against any arrange-
ment that would leave them to play the réle of spectators. Fina.
it was agreed that the privilege of facing death in the breakers should
be accorded the two lfeepers and three surfmen from each station.
The disappointment of being left behind was so keenly felt by one of
the surfmen that he broke down and wept. This man, be it known,
had passed through the harrowing events of the earlier venture and
was 1n no condition to go to sea again.

The surfboat, successfully launched, made fair headway toward
the wreck, but the strength of the oarsmen alone—the boat bei
without power—was not sufficient to offset the combined force o
wind and current. Consequently, the rescuers were swept helplessly
past the wreck. There was nothing to do but beat back to windward
again for another attempt. This they did, going far enough to give
them a 300-yard run to the vessel.

They found the tug apparently intact, with the seas breaking over
the pilot house, whose windows still framed the haggard faces of 10
despairing men. As the wreck afforded practically no lee, the danger
of running alongside may well be conceived. The tug was in momen-
tary danger, moreover, of breaking up, so there was no time to wait
for a lull in the gale or for a chance to maneuver for an advantageous
position. The run in alongside had to be made with the utmost
expedition, and the boat, once the crew sent it forward, held true.

As the boat shot in under the tug’s bow a line thrown toward the
pilot house was eagerly seized by the sailors and made fast. The
next instant almost saw a second disastrous termination of the life-
savers’ efforts. When the line tautened the boat swung around to
the current and was struck broadside by a succession of seas, which,
besides filling her, snatched five oars out of the hands of the surfmen
and carried them away. Fortunately the two keepers, whose united
strength was employed at the steering oar, managed to work the
craft quickly around again to her former position. While she was
held thus, the shipwrecked men-—10 in number—Ileft their precarious
refuge and tumbled on board.

Just as the last man was taken off a giant comber lifted the boat
high in the air and sent her smashing against the side of the tug,

23705—14—5
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staving in three of her planks. It was no place, however, in which
to take stock of casualties. The surfmen, therefore, backed away
for the shore with as much speed as could be made with the boat’s
three remaining oars.

Superb surfmanship won the day, and the battered and disabled
boat, Weiﬁhted down nearly to the gunwales by its load of 18 men,
reached the beach without further accident.

It was learned from the shipwrecked crew that one of their number
the fireman, had perished after the tug had stranded. Rendere
temporarily insane by fear, he had jumped into a boat and started to
lower it. A sea came a.longuvzhﬂe he was working at the fall and
upended the craft, Pitching im headlong into the water.

Keeper McGinley’s description of the Margaret's polyglot crew, and
of the manner in which the feelings of some of them found vent after
the surfboat reached shore, gives a brightening touch to his somber
recital of the thrilling events that preceded and attended the rescue.
He says: :

It was a motley crew. Only 4 of them were Americans. There were the captain, 2
negroes, 1 Irishman, 1 Scotchman, 2 Scandinavians, 2 Turks, and 1 from North Caro-
lina. Talk about the confusion of tongues! I can imagine why the Tower was not
finished. Most of them were hatless and shoeless and clad only in trousers and under-
shirt. All were overjoyed when we landed. The cook, a huge negro, dropped to his
knees on the sand and with arms upraised offered thanks to the Lord for his deliver-
ance. The little mess boy, also colored, was no less demonstrative and sincere than
the cook in his manifestations of gratitude. His actions took a livelier turn, however.
He did a barefoot shuffle on the ice-cold beach.

The two station keepers (McGinley and Nichols) were the recipients
of letters from the Secretary of the Treasury highly praising the con-
duct of all who participated in the day’s hazardous work. The
services of the two crews were further recognized by the department
by the award of gold medals, each man who shared the perils of one
or both trips to the wreck being so honored. (See Awards of life-
saving medals, p. 46.)

WRECK OF STEAMER ‘‘ROSECRANS’’ JANUARY 7, 1913.
CAPE DISAPPOINTMENT AND POINT ADAMS STATIONS.

Shortly after 5 o’clock on the mornin%uof January 7, 1913, during
the prevalence of a heavy gale with thick weather, the 2,976-ton
Associated Oil Co.’s steamer Rosecrans, bound from Monterey, Cal.
to Portland, Oreg., with a cargo of 19,000 barrels of crude oil, stranded
on Peacock Spit, at the entrance to the Columbia River. The vessel
and her cargo, valued at $260,000, were totally destroyed, and
33 of the 36 persons composing her crew perished before assistance
could reach them. Two members of the crew—John Slinning, quar-
termaster, and Erick Lundmark, carpenter—were rescued from the
steamer’s rigging by the Point Adams life-saving crew several hours
after she stranded. The other surviver, Quartermaster Fred W.
Peters, drifted ashore on a plank after he had been more than five
hours 1n the water. The names of the lost are given by the owners
of the Rosecrans as follows: L. F. Johnson, captain; Thos. Mullins,
Hans Tonder, and C. R. Palmer, first, second, and third mate, respec-
tively; R. M. Grundell, chief engineer; J. A. McPherson, J. L. Adams,
and Norman Fife, first, second, and third assistant engineer, respec-
tively; L. A. Prudbont, wireless operator; Milton Elletson, electrician;
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F. Armstrong and Henry Hendrickson, ‘quartermasters; F. Wilson,,
steward; Pete Uren, Hjalamar Reistad, Severin Gjosen, Wm. Harden,
Chris Murphy, Steve O’Hare, J. McGiinchy, C. Smith, J. Olsen, S.
Cagna, Pete Hareide, F. Mihan, Knut Larsen, Richard I-fannan, James
Yeates, Chas. Alt, D. Bryant, H.G. Cross, and Angus McDonald. It
appears that still another person was lost, but his name is not in the
list furnished by the owners.

The Rosecrans left Monterey, Cal., on the afternoon.of January 4.
Her voyage up the coast was uneventful until the night of the 6th
as she neared the mouth of the Columbia River. On the evening of
the date mentioned the wireless operator at Astoria, Oreg., received a
message from her master, stating that she would be off the bar on the
following morning. As shown by the testimony of the three sur- -
vivors it was the intention of Capt. Johnson to cross in over the bar
at daybreak of the 7th, when the tidal conditions would be more
favorable. *

Quartermaster Slinning testifies that the steamer passed Tillamook
Rock Light ‘‘a little before 4 a. m. of the 7th.” She was then 14 or
2% miles offshore, steering north 8° west under slow bell. A southerly

ale, with a velocity of 60 or 70 miles an hour, accompanied by,a

eavlsl' following sea, prevailed. The weather was thick and rainy,
but light beacons were occasionally visible. Quartermaster Peters
testifies that when he came on deck about 4 a. m. to relieve Slinning,
he saw a white light well off the starboard bow, which was taken to
be the Cape Disappointment Light. Another light visible one-half

oint on the starboard bow was thought to be the North Head Light.

he Columbia River Lightship was not seen at all. It is shown ]tﬁxat
during the latter part of the night Third Officer C. R. Palmer was on
the bridge, and t%at the master remained below except for a brief
interval shortly after 4 a. m., when he came on deck to exchange a
few words with Palmer. The steamer held to the course set by the
captain—north 8° west—until she stranded at 5.15 a. m.

As to the responsibility for the disaster, the officer of the depart-
ment who investigated the case has the following to say:

No other conclusion can be reached by me than that the disaster resulted from poot
judgment and carelessness on the part of those who were responsible for the navigation
and safety of the Rosecrans. The vessel must have passed tﬁe Tillamook Rock Light
earlier than 3.30 a. m., as it is unreasonable to think that she could have covered 19
nautical miles in the next hour and 40 minutes under slow bell. If the course steered
is correct, unless the compass was greatly in error the lifht abeam must have been
lﬁl::clilmore than 2} miles distant, otherwise the vessel would have stranded on Clatsop

Quartermaster Peters states that when he came on deck at 4 a. m. two lights were
visible—one white light well off to starboard bow, which was taken for the Cape Dis-
appointment Light, and North Head Light, visible one-half point on the starboard
bow. As the Rosecrans at that time was probably at least 7 miles from Peacock Spit
g{t’lllis being determined by the combined speed of the vessel, which was perhaps 3 or 4

ots, and the current setting to the northward with the same velocity), 1t seems

robable that the white light visible broad off the starboard bow was Desdemona
hoals Light. North Head Light, surrounded by mist, was probably not seen at all.

Had the light last seen been North Head Light, the position of the vessel would have
been such that the strong ebb tide at the mouth of the river would doubtless have
carried her clear of Peacock Spit. She must have passed within 3 miles inside of
Columbia River Lightship, which she should have sighted. Capt. Johnson should
have remained on deck on approaching the Columbia ﬁiver bar at night under such
unfavorable weather conditions, and stood a course sufficiently broad to make the:
lightship and carry his vessel outside of danger. It is evident that the ship was far
ahead of her reckoning, and that not sufficient allowance was made for the northerly
set of the current, the velocity of which had been greatly increased by the southerly
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gale. Had the Rosecrans, after passing Tillamook Rock Light, headed off shore on
port tack, with her engines just turning over, she would have driited to the northward
and been in a good position off the bar at daylight. R

Peacock Spit takes its name from the U. S. sloop of war Peacock,
which stranded on the shoal in 1841. The spit has claimed many a
good ship. When a vessel grounds there she is either quickly pounded
to pieces by the terrific breakers or swallowed up by yielding quick-
sands. The surf in that locality, always heavy, was extremely so
on the morning of January 7.

The steamer struck at a point 1} miles from the shore, and about
the same distance west by south of the Cape Disappointment Life-
Saving Station. Immediately after the stranding, the master came
on deck and gave orders to his wireless operator to flash an “S. O. S.”
call to the effect that the vessel was on the bar and breaking up.
The message was repeated three or four times. Shortly afterwards
the operator was instructed to shut off his current, the master being
fearful that the sparks from the apparatus might set the cargo on fire.
The call was picked up by the operator at Astoria, who replied:

€. K. Will send help. About where are you?
Fo this the Rosecrans sent back the following:
Water has washed in the cabins—I can’t stay much longer—hel—.

It is not shown that any signals other than those referred to were
made aboard the Rosecrans. The survivors could not say whether
the vessel carried any rockets, blue lights, or other means of making
known the fact that they were in trou%l . The steamer’s whistle was
not even blown, doubtless, however, for the very good reason that
the engine room was flooded by the time the seriousness of the
misfortune was realized. There were life preservers on board,
but it appears that several of the sailors did not have them on
when the time of need came. The vessel had four lifeboats, but
all of them were carried away soon after the stranding. It is
doubtful whether they would have shaped differently the outcome
of the morning’s events had the crew been able to launch them, as no
small craft could have survived the smother of the seas breaking
against and around the stricken steamer.

Immediately after the steamer grounded the signal was given to
reverse the engines full speed, and put the helm hard over. Orders
were also given to start the pumps, with the view of emptying some
of the oil overboard and thus lightening ship. The vessel answered
her helm and started to back, but the mountainous seas that piled
down upon her the moment her progress was interrupted tore away
her hatches and let a deluge below decks, which put out her fires and
extinguished her lights, leaving her helpless and her crew in darkness.

After the engines stopped running the crew assembled below amid-
ships to wait for daylight and the help which all felt assured their
wireless call would bring. Just before dawn the foremast carried
away and the ship broke in two abaft it. Notwithstanding the
wreck and ruin that was taking place above deck, the crew remained
under shelter until nearly 9 a. m., by which time the vessel had filled
so full as to drive all hands into the open.

All that is known of the events that took place on board the Rose-
erans is contained in the testimony of the three survivors taken at the
official investigation of the disaster. Referring to his own expe-
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riences while engaged in the struggle to save himself, Quartermaster
Peters, one of the three, says:

When I went on deck I tried to make the wheelhouse, where most of the crew were,
and when I got forward of the stack I met Capt. Jobnson. He was t?ing to get up
to the wheelhouse, too, but his leg was broken, 8o we got him on the fiddley, under the
ovehang of the house.  The seas were coming so strong that the after end of the house
began to sag, so we had to get out of there. When I got out, a sea washed me to the
rail. When the sea cleared I tried to make the rigging, but missed it and fell on the
main deck. The next sea took me overboard. I noticed a plank a few feet away,
and swam to it. 1 drifted over toward North Head Light, and thought I was safe
until I saw the rocks and the breakers. I tried to swim clear of the rocks, and it
seems the current started to take me out fo sea. I then drifted up to the north’ard,
and the breakers got me and took me ashore. I lost my plank when I got into the
breakers. I was obliged to cut adrift my life li)reserver, ag it got over my head. I
stayed on top of the breakers as best I could all the way in, and then crawled up on
the driftwood away from the sea.

The place where Peters made land was Tioga Beach, 5 miles up the
coast from the scene of the disaster. A gunner found him as he lay
helpless on the strand, and with the assistance of others carried him
to a near-by house, where he was given first-aid attention and medi-
cal treatment. Later the keeper of the Klipsan Beach Life-Saving
Station, who had learned of his coming ashore, arrived, took him in
charge, and continued to administer restorative treatment.

uartermaster Slinning, another of the survivors, was also under
shelter when the vessel struck. On gaining the deck he climbed up
on the bridge. Referring to what happened to him he says:

There were a number of men besides myself on the bridge. As the big seas lifted
thebridgeand pilot house off, I first grabbed the exhaust pipe, held on to that for a while,
then got around the after part of the smokestack. A sea struck me from there, and
sent me over the rail. I held onto the rail until the sea had passed. Then another
sea took me to the after rail, and I got up into the main rigging.

Slinning says he saw ‘‘quite a number”’ washed overboard. Two
others beside himself—Carpenter Erick Lundmark and a member of
the engine-room force named S. Cagna—succeeded in getting into
the maln rigging. After remaini oft for several hours, Shnning
and Lundmark were rescued by the Point Adams life-saving crew,
as already stated. The other man succumbed before the rescuers
arrived on the scene. While they were alongside the vessel his body
dropped into the sea. It was recovered, but was afterwards lost
when the Point Adams Station lifeboat broke adrift from the Colum-
bi? River Lightship, aboard which the life-saving crew had sought
refuge.

Li%,tle or nothing is known relative to the experiences of any of the
steamer’s crew except the survivors, following the occurrence of the
disaster. It would seem, however, that most, if not all, of them
went overboard with the bridge and the pilot house.

Ui)on receipt of the “S. O. S.” message from the Rosecrans the
wireless operator at Astoria sent out a general distress call. Getting
no response from any other station or any vessel, he called up the
agent of the Puget Sound Tugboat Co. at Astoria and asked him to
notify the life-saving stations at Cape Disappointment and Point
Adams. He also communicated with the wireless operator at North
Head, and asked him to notify the station first named. It is shown
that the operator at the last-mentioned place tried repeatedly to
communicate with the Cape Disappointment Station, but without
avail, the telephone wires being out of order. The agent of the
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tugboat company succeeded, however, in getting word to the Point
Adams Station.

Until 8.40 a. m.—3% hours after the Rosecrans went on the shoals—
no one on shore had any information as to the location of the vessel.
At the time mentioned the surfman keeping the watch from the
Cape Disappointment Station lookout tower, situated on the ocean
side of the cape a quarter of a mile from the main station building,
telephoned to Keeper Alfred Rimer of his station and informed him
that a steamer was anchored in the breakers off McKenzie Head.
The keeper immediately proceeded to the lookout to observe the
vesse] for himself, but could barely distinguish her through the thick
mist that prevailed. Her bow at that time ap'Feared to be slightly
down, but she displayed no distress signals. The keeper promptly
called' up his station and gave instructions for the power lifeboat
Tenacious to be made ready to go to sea. Several minutes later he
and his men were on their way to the vessel."

The life-saving crew tried first to go directly around the cape,
but found it impossible to stem the furious gale and the strong flood-
inﬂg tide. They thereupon turned back and went through the cut-
off between Sand Island and the eastern end of Peacock Spit, but
their attempt to reach the steamer by this route was likewise frus-
trated. Realizing after an hour’s struggle the futility of their
efforts to make headway, Keeper Rimer hailed a tug, which it seems
had learned of the vessel’s plight and ventured out to investigate,
and asked to be towed out over the bar. The master of the tug
declined, however, to risk the fury of the waters at the river en-
trance. Nothing daunted, the boat crew renewed their apparently
forlorn undertaking, and actually succeeded in crossing ﬁe ublic
Spit unassisted. But mechanica Eower was finally compelled to
yield to the overwhelming force of the elements, and they reluctantly
turned back to await the slacking of the tide. They reached their
station at 11.30 a. m.

Soon after the return of the Cape Disappointment crew to their
station, Keeper Oscar S. Wicklund, of the Point Adams Station (on
the south side of the river entrance), arrived with his crew in the
gervice power lifeboat Dreadnaught. It appears that the message
from the agent of the Puget Sound Tugboat Co. to Keeper Wicklund,
notifying him that the Rosecrans was in trouble on the bar, was
received at the Point Adams Station at 5.30 a. m. The agent had
also informed Keeper Wicklund that the tug Tatoosh was making
ready to go to the steamer’s assistance. Being told by the wireless
operator at Astoria that the Rosecrans was p];:ﬁ)ably in the breakers
on Clatsop Spit, Keeper Wicklund sent a patrolman out to the beach
to see if such was the case. He also telephoned to the jetty foreman
on Point Adams, asking him to run an engine out on the jetty that
extends seaward from t%e point and reconnoiter. This action taken,
he ordered his men to get ready for sea.

The life-saving crew first proceeded to the mouth of the river,
where the Tatoosh, bound on an errand similar to theirs, overtook
them. The tug made a thorough exploration of the bar, but no
trace of the vessel was to be seen. The search ended, the life-saving
crew returned to their station, where they learned that the quest of
the lpatrol and of the jetty foreman had been equally barren of
results.
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Keeper Wicklund now decided to run across the river and find out
whether the Cape Disappointment crew had learned anything of the
whereabouts of the Rosecrans, telephone communication with that
station, as already indicated, having been temporarily interrupted.
As he was about to leave the station he was informed by telephone
from Fort Stevens that the steamer had run on Peacock Spit, not
far from North Head. Deeming it advisable to unite the efforts of
the two crews of surfmen, Keeper Wicklund therefore crossed over
the river with all possible speed.

The experiences of the two parties of boatmen while attempting
to reach the wreck and while endeavoring to rescue the 3 men, who
alone of the 36 persons composing her crew could be seen in the
rigging of the one mast that still remained standing, are graphically
described by Keeper Wicklund in his report to the department and
in his testimony given at the official investigation of the disaster.

It appears that immediately upon his arrival at the Cape Disap-
Eointment Station, Wicklund put off for the Rosecrans unaccompanied

y the Cape Disappointment crew, several members of which were
then out on the beach watching for any of the seamen who might
come ashore. Concerning this attempt, the keeper has the following
to say:

All that could be seen of the wreck was the mast sticking up with 3 men clinging to
the rigging. I did not have much hope of reaching the vessel, but I thought it would
encourage those men in the rigging if they saw the lifeboat constantly trying to reach
them. I made two attempts, but the boat was entirely submerged, and we were forced
to return. I got out only a quarter of a mile from the cape.

When I got back to the Cape Disappointment Station, I talked the matter over with
Capt. Rimer, and we agreed that we must reach the vessel if there was any way for
us to do so. We concluded we would make another attempt right away, the tide
having slackened. We made up our minds that we would not quit trying as long as
there was anyone left in the rigging.

Referrin%to the trip made by both crews to the wreck during the
afternoon, Keeper Wicklund continues:

We left the station together about 12.30 p. m. Capt. Rimer’s boat was about 200
yards ahead of mine, due to the fact that he was running at full speed. I slowed down
a little against every sea to save my hoat from destruction. While the wind had hauled
a little to the southwest and moderated somewhat, it was still blowing a gale. The
seas filled our boat constantly.

T ohserved the Cape Disappointment boat (the Tenaciou:) go out between the wreck
and the shore, circle around the bow of the ghip, and then run to a position to south-
warg of her. They seemed to he in trouble, as they lay in the same position for quite
a while.

The wreck was lying headed west. I ran in as close as I dared toward the starboard
quarter and signaled to the men in the tgsgingfv to jump, that being in my opinion the
only way in which they could be rescued. circled five times, and got as near the
vessel as I dared each time, signaling to the sailors to jump, but they would not do it.
As we got near the wreck the fifth time, a terrific sea struck our boat, turning it almost
end over end and washing five members of the crew overboard, including myself.
We all managed to hang onto the life rails and were hauled back into the boat—all
except Surfman Pearson. When the hoat righted itself he was more than 300 yards
away from us. We had no difficulty, however, in picking him up. At this point
we observed the Cape Disappointment crew signaling for assistance. We responded
and found that they also had suffered a capsize, which had damaged their boat and
stopped their engine. We towed them to the tug Fearless, which was standing by
outside the breakers. We then returned to the wreck. Just as soon as we got within
about 100 yards of the vessel one of the men jumped and was quickly rescued. This
was Erick Lundmark, the ship’s carpenter. Then another man—John Slinning—
jumped and was rescued in the same manner. There was still another man in the
rigging, but he was hanging on the ratlines and appeared to be dead. He fell shortly.
afterwards, struck an iron stanchion, and dropped into the sea. We picked up the
body as it drifted toward us.
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It was now about 4 o’clock. The sea was still high, and the tide running out strong.
We had no chance to return to the harbor, so I shaped our course for the Columbia
River Lightship, several miles seaward. We arrived there at 7.15 gi m.

On account of the heavr sea, we experienced considerable difficulty in gettin,
aboard the lightship. We let the boat astern on 50 fathoms of 4-inch rope. The fol-
lowing morning the wind had increased instead of moderated, and the sea was moun-
tain high. The life-saving crew, with the aid of the officers and the men of the light-
ship, tried three different times during the day to haul the boat alongside to get the
remains of the sailor and free the boat of water, but the gale and sea made it impossible
to do so without running the risk of killing some one. it 9 p. m. it was found that the
boat had gone adrift.

The fol owin% day (January 9) the weather moderated sufficiently to permit us to be
transferred to the tug Oneonta. The tug carried us to our station and took the two sur-
vivors to Astoria, where they were cared for by representatives of the wrecked vessel.

Keeper Wicklund expresses the opinion that if the exact location
of the vessel could have been ascertained on the morning of the 7th
when she struck the spit, the majority, if not all, of her crew might
have been saved. . ) )

The two tug masters who assisted the life-saving crews upon the
occasion of this disaster deserve high praise. e tug Oneonta
(Charles E. Anderson, master) went out over the bar on the forenoon
of the 7th and made an unsuccessful effort to locate the wreck. She
went again in the evening of the day mentioned in search for the Point
Adams Station crew, reported to be at sea disabled. This second
trip of the tug took her clear to the lightship and back toward North
Head. She burned blue lights and blew her whistle as she proceeded.
Near midnight she turned back again toward the ll%htshlp and was
rewarded by finding the crew safe aboard the vessel. She stood by
all night, hoping to be able to take the life-savers off the next morning.
When day came, however, it was still too rough to effect a transfer.
She therefore went back to Astoria. On the afternoon of the 9th she
again put to sea and brought the crew in.

The tug Fearless (E. D. Parsons, master) likewise made search for
the Rosecrans on the morning of the disaster. She also went out on
the afternoon of the same day and reached the locality of the wreck
ipst as Keeper Wicklund was_towing the Cape Disappointment

‘lifeboat away from the vessel. Her coming was providential.

It appears that while Keeper Rimer was on his way to the scene
of the disaster his boat, the Tenacious, sprang a bad leak and the
engine became disabled. The engine could be kept running, but it
was found impossible to regulate its speed. The crew, nevertheless,
ran in near the wreck and tried to persuade the sailors in the rigging
to jump. As in the case of the Point Adams crew (whose maneuvers
while near the vessel have already been described), they were unable
to remain long in a position suitable for effecting a rescue. Wh le
waiting 50 yards away from the wreck for a second favorable chance
to swing in near the projecting mast they got into a run of tremen-
dously heavy breakers. Their engine stopped and their boat, swept
helplessly along, turned turtle. The keeper and two surfmen were
washed out, and the boat had its steering gear and rudder disabled.
Telling of what now transpired, Keeper Rimer says:

After a few moments we all managed by the greatest effort to get on board again,
but found the boat and engine room full of water. We, nevertheless, manned the oars
and tried our best to get back to the wreck. But, notwithstanding our utmost efforts,
we failed. As we were in a seething cauldron and unable to handle our boat with
oars, I wigwagged to the Point Adams boat to tow us into quieter water, and Capt.

Wicklund came and towed us to the tug Fearless. We tried to pump our boat out, but
it was no use. Her bottom was all split up and her air compartments full of water.
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When it was found that the Cape Disappointment boat was no
longer serviceable, the Fearless started to tow her into the harbor
on a 60-fathom 4-inch line. The tug had proceeded only a short
distance, however, when Capt. Parsons became apprehensive that the
Tenacious, which still contained the life-saving crew, would be unable
to survive the passage over the bar. As the crew were all badly used
up and unable to manage their practically wrecked craft, Surfman
ARlen of the Point Adams Station—who had been left on shore when
his comrades put to sea, but had gone to the wreck aboard the
Fearless—volunteered to leave the tug, get aboard the trailing power
boat, and steer her through the breakers. Capt. Parsons declined to
Kermit him to do so, however, and decided, moreover, to remove to

is vessel every man in the boat. The wisdom of his action was
shortly to be realized by all hands. While the tug was plowing her
way bravely over the surf-swept bar, the towing line snapped. The
power boat was no sooner adrift than the seas caught her up and
rolled her over and over. The tug did not dare swing around and
attempt to pick her up.

The wreck of the Rosecrans will take its place as one of the most
lamentable marine casualties in the history of the service. The
work of the life-saving crews in attendance, while so meager in re-
sults, will likewise stand out conspicuously among the many fine
examples of bravery and devotion to duty recorded in the annals of
the establishment. Rarely have crews of the service worked against
more distressing odds or exhibited a more indomitable spirit. The
terrible situation they had to face in their efforts to save the pitiful
remnant of the Rosecran’s crew may be imagined by a perusal of the
following answer made by Keeper Rimer to a question put by the
investigating officer as to the state of the seas in and around the
wreck:

The seas were confused, going in every direction. One time Capt. Wicklund’s
boat was headed into a sea whicﬁ appeared to be 40 feet high. It struck the Dread-
naught broadside and I thought he was gone. I started to go to his assistance, but
when I looked again I found he was all right.

It is gratifying to state that the services of the life-saving crews
and of the masters of the tugs Oneonta and Fearless were properly
recognized by the department. Keepers Rimer and Wicklund, and
Captains Anderson and Parsons each received a congratulatory
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury. Moreover, each member
of the two life-saving crews who performed service at the wreck (16
persons in all) was awarded the gold life-saving medal (see ‘“Awards
of life-saving medals,” p. 45) bestowed by the department in recogni-
tion of heroic daring exhibited in ‘‘saving or attempting to save life
from the perils of the sea.” The Legislature of Oregon, also, adopted
a resolution commending by name each man who took part in the
day’s hazardous work.

Considering the difficulties and dangers experienced by the life-
savers on this occasion, it seems little short of miraculous that they
all escaped with their lives. Both crews, as it is shown, were upset
in the breaker-swept area, yet no one suffered injury more serious
than a few bruises and cuts.

Neither of the service power boats was ever recovered.

The Rosecrans, as already mentioned, carried a large cargo of
crude oil. The oil was confined on board in tanks. One or more
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of these tanks was burst asunder by the terrific bombardment of the
waves some hours after the steamer stranded and while the life-
saving crews were alongside. :

The influence of oil upon turbulent waters—long a moot question—
has been the subject of investigation both in this country and
abroad. The results of the tests made do not appear to have been
given sufficient publicity, however, to dispel the scepticism still too
prevalent as to the efficacy of this means of calming rough seas.

As having a bearing on the matter, the observations of Keeper
Wicklund at the wreck of the Rosecrans may be of interest. The
following is taken from his testimony given at the investigation of
this wreck:

Q. Was there much oil on the water?—A. At first there was none to speak of, but
one of the tanks seemed to have burst while we were near the wreck, leaving a streak
of oil about 20 feet wide toward the shore.

Q. Did the oil seem to smooth the sea?—A. Yes, indeed. Had it not been for the

oil I do not think the men in the rigiin% would have jumped, because they followed
that streak when they came toward the boat.

A report made by the president of the board of life-saving appli-
ances upon the influence of oil in subduing the waves may be found’
in the Annual Report of the Life-Saving Service for the year 1883
(p. 427 et seq.). The action of the oil is explained in the report as
follows:

The motion of the aifr being communicated to water through the medium of friction,
it follows that whatever diminishes friction tends to prevent water from taking up
motion. Oil, being of less specific gravity than water and possessing properties that

admit of a small quantity being rapidly spread over a large surface, is peculiarly
adapted to act as a lubricant between the two elements.

FOUNDERING OF THE SCHOONER ‘‘LAURA TOMPKINS,”” MARCH 2, 1913.

COBB ISLAND BSTATION.

The schooner Laura Tompkins, of Chincoteague, Va., was a two- |
masted, 16-ton vessel, 43 feet long and 10 feet beam. She was 64
Kears old. On the morning of March 2, 1913, she left Chincoteague

ound for the sounds of North Carolina via Norfolk, Va., for the
purpose of obtaining a cargo of oysters. She carried two persons—
Capt. D. M. Merritt, owner, and a negro helper, named Samuel
Holden. After crossing the bar at Chincoteague she laid a course
which was designed to take her about 3 miles outside of the Cobb
Island Inlet sea buoy. The weather during the day was clear, with
a moderate northwest wind that gradually increased to a fresh
breeze, hauling to the westward in the afternoon. The vessel carried
no signal flags of any kind. The course set by the schooner was the
shortest that could be taken. It was not the safest, however, for a
vessel so small. If, instead, she had laid in close along the beach
until she reached one of the several inlets to the south of Chinco-
teague, turned in thence, and proceeded to Norfolk across Chesa-
peake Bay, the disaster here recounted would probably not have
occurred. The course to seaward was taken to save time.

As the wind freshened during the afternoon and the Tompkins
gradually drew away from the shelter of the land she felt more and
more the force of the rising sea. It can not be determined from the
testimony of Capt. Merritt what caused the vessel to sink. He
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states, however, that he did not strike any object in the water. It
may be concluded, therefore, that the pounding of the seas on her
empty hull loosened the ends of some of her bottom planks and let
in a flow of water that could not be kept down by pumping. The
schooner settled almost without warning; in fact, so quickly that
the masteir and his helper had to swim to reach the crosstrees of
the mainmast. The exact time the disaster took place is not known.
The vessel was under observation from the lookout of the Cobb Island
Life-Saving Station, nearly 10 miles to the northwest, until darkness
shut out the view from the shore. As the sun set at 5.50 p. m. on
March 2, and as Capt. Merritt’s watch stopped at 6.10 o’clock, from
getting wet when he was swimming for the mast, it may be assumed
that the disaster occurred somewhere near 6 p. m.

Fortunately for the master the water was so shallow that as the
vessel rested on the bottom her masts projected several feet above
the surface. The two men climbed up into the spreads of the main
rigging and lashed themselves to the masthead to keep from being
swept away by the seas in the frequent drenchings they received as
the schooner rolled. The temperature of the atmosphere stood at
about 40°, and as there was a brisk wind the two men, their clothing
thoroughly wet by their involuntary plunge into the water, were
soon suffering severely from cold. Merritt, luckily, had on his oil-
skins. Holden, however, had on neither coat nor outer garment,
having been cauih thus unprotected while in the performance of
his work on deck. Three hours after he fastened himself in the
rigging he perished from exposure. Fearing that the weight of the
negro’s body on the mainmast might be the means of carrying him-
self awa¥, Merritt, along about midnight, cut the body adrift, and
made it fast to a part of the main throat halyard. Merritt remained
in the rigging alive throughout the night, all of the following day
and night, and until about 10 a. m. of the second day—March 4—-
something like 40 hours, when he was rescued by a boat’s crew from
the Cobb Island Life-Saving Station. That he survived his terrible
experience was due solely to the fact that the weather providentially
moderated on the morning after the vessel sank and continued to

grow warmer until he was taken off.

It appears that the schooner was observed from the lookout of
the Cobb Island Station on the afternoon of the 2d; in fact, one
member of the crew recognized her as the Laura Tompkins. She
was seen to tack to the northward about sunset and shift her mainsail
for a reefed foresail, and later to haul down her jib. Numerous
small craft ply the waters off the station named, and it is not unusual
for them to alter their course, take in or make sail, or even come to
anchor for the night under the shelter of the land; therefore, as no
signs of distress were observed on the vessel, no one had cause to
suspect that she might be in difficulty. Darkness came on while
she was still heading northward under foresail alone.

On the morning of the 3d the station watch discovered a strange
looking object at sea. Nobody could idsntify it, but the opinion
seems to have been general among the members of the life-saving
crew that it was either a stray buoy adrift or a portion of a naval
target. The object furnished a topic for discussion among the crew
throughout the day, but no one appears to have associated it with
ajvessel in distress. Monday passed with the nature of the object
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still unexplained. The curiosity aroused by it finally culminated
in the decision on the part of the station keeper to go out and investi-
gate on the following morning in the course of the weekly boat
drill. A launching was accordingly made at 7.25 a. m., March 4,
and the rescue of the master duly effected. His condition was
remarkably good considering the many hours he had been exposed
to weather and sea. He was able to get into the rescuing boat
without assistance, stood up all the way to the shore, and walked
unassisted from the landing to the station. The body of Holden
was not recovered.

The assistant inspector of the sixth life-saving district, who
investigated this case, is of the opinion that the life-saving crew
were in no wise censurable for anything that occurred in connection
with the disaster previous to the morning of March 3, when the look-
out discovered the mysterious object at sea. He does hold, however,
that the failure of the keeper to launch a boat and ascertain the
nature of the object immediately it was discovered showed a “lack
of initiative and energy stranfely inconsistent with his previous
good record, and entirely out of accord with a high ideal of duty.”

Unquestionably the keeper was grossly at fault in failing promptly
to launch a boat and ascertain the nature of the mysterious object
that had aroused so much curiosity among his crew. It is known
throughout the service that in situations of doubt, such as existed
on this occasion, delay and inaction on the part of a keeper is regarded
by the department as a grave dereliction. In this instance hfe was
not sacrificed through the keeper’s neglect. The survivor was
nevertheless needlessly subjected to many hours of terrible suffering.

Owing to certain things in the keeper’s favor—things unassociated
with the case in question—the department was in some doubt as to
the manner in which his shortcoming should be dealt with. Upon
a first consideration of the investigating officer’s report his dismissal
was contemplated, notwithstanding that officer’s plea for leniency in
his behalf. It was recalled, however, that prior to the occurrence
of this disaster the keeper’s record, covering a period of 30 year
(18 years as keeper and 12 years as surfman), had been not only
without blemish but that he had been an exceptionally able officer
as well, whose resourcefulness and courage had been tested at numer-
ous wrecks. It was felt that all these years of blameless conduct
and efficient service should not be overlooked and set at naught in
meting out punishment for a lapse of judgment on a single occasion.

Besides, there were other considerations that it seemed should
affect the disposition of the case. '

Under section 7 of the act of May 4, 1882, a station keeper, when
disabled in the line of duty;is entitled to receive benefits equal to the
amount of his pay for one year. Moreover, long and faithful service
may be specially recoznized by the extension of said benefits through
a portion or the whole of a second year.

ad the keeper been dismissed he could not in any event receive
the benefits of the law cited, whereas, by allowing him to remain in
the service, his rights under the law would remain unaffected.

Furthermore, there was pending in Congress a bill providing retire-
ment, with certain benefits, for the life-savinﬁ crews, which it was
thought had a fair prospect of enactment. The keeper of the Cobb
Island Station had served the requisite number of years to entitle
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him to retirement under the provisions of this bill. His dismissel
would have prevented him from ever enjoying the benefits contem-
plated by this measure, which he had already earned.

Taking all the foregoing into consideration, the conclusion was
reached that asevere reprimand would subserve the ends of justice,
and at the same time sufficiently punish the keeper to safeguard the
interests of the service. In these days, when it is so difficult to engage
and retain competent men for the station crews, the keeper’s long
experience and training as a life-saver arc assets that the Life-Saving
Establishment can ill afford to lose.

CAPSIZE. OF FISH BOAT, APRIL 4, 1913.
LONG BRANCH STATION.

About 8 o’clock on the morning of April 4, 1913, a fishing boat
car?ingba crew of five men launched from the beach at Long Branch,
N. J., about 2 miles north of the Long Branch Life-Saving Station,
for the purpose of working a pound net lying some distance offshore.

The crew followed the usual practice of warping the boat through
the breakers by means of a line run to a hatﬁing—oﬁ stake planted
well outside the line of the breakers. A much smaller boat with a
crew of three men had just previously made a successful launching,
and without doubt the party of fishermen in the second boat expected
to have equally good luck. They were not so fortunate, however.
The hauling-off line was made fast in the boat in such a manner that
the hitch jammed when the time came for casting off, rendering the
boat unmanageable and causing ii to capsize in the surf. Three of
the crew gained the beach with the assistance of bystanders, but two—
George Smith, who was in charge of the boat, and Marino Mutaso—
drowned.

The scene of the capsize was about midway between the Long
Branch and the Monmouth Beach service stations and invisible from
either. An hour or more after the accident happened a man stopped
at the station last named and asked the keeper to maintain a lookout
for the bodies of the two persons lost. Up to this time nobody at
either station had heard of the casualty.

The keeper at once telephoned the news to the keeper of the Long
Branch Station, and both keepers promptly repaired to the scene.
They arrived too late, however, to be oP any assistance, except in
recovering the fish boat.

The body of Mutaso was found April 5 by a member of the Sea-
bright station crew; that of Smith April 6, by a surfman of the
Monmouth Beach Station.

The investigating officer concludes his report of this case as follows:

This casualty occurred through a neglect of the established rule among seafaring
men that lines used in handling small craft should never be made fast in such a manner

that they can not be readily cast adrift. But for this neglect there is little doubt that
the boat would have cleared the breakers in safety.

CAPSIZE OF THE BARK ‘‘MIMI,”’ APRIL 6, 1913.
TILLAMOOK BAY STATION.

On the night of February 13, 1913, while nearing the end of a 10,000-
mile voyage in ballast from Valparaiso, Chile, to Portland, Oreg., the
2,369-ton, 4-masted German bark Mimi, carrying a crew of 28, lost
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her bearings in thick weather and stranded on the Oregon coast 3
miles north of the mouth of the Nehalem River.

Persons living in the village of Brighton, Oreg., discovered her dis-
tress signals soon after she came ashore, and telephoned the news to
the Tilamook Bay Life-Saving Station (Robert Farley, keeper), 10
miles south of the scene of the stranding.

On receipt of the message Keeper Farley engaged two flat cars to
take himself and crew with surfboat and beach apparatus part of the
distance to the vessel. Arriving at the Nehalem River—as far as
they could proceed by rail—the life-savers launched their boat and
crossed the stream. On landing they were met by a team that the
keeper had ordered by telephone from Nehalem to carry them the
rest of the way.

They arrived abreast of the bark at 2 a. m. of the 14th, and found
her within 1,000 feet of the beach—close enough to be reached by a
line. As she appeared to be in no danger, they decided to do nothing
until morning. "~ In the meantime, however, they kept a bonfire going
.and burnt signals at intervals to reassure her crew.

When daylight came a No. 7 line was fired across the bark and the
breeches buoy apparatus set up. The mate came ashore at once to
communicate Wit}l]) the owners, but the rest of the crew were in no
hurry to land. The life-saving crew stood by until the 15th, by which
time the bark had worked in far enough for her crew to walk ashore at
low tide. As there appeared to be no further need for their services,
the life-savers took down their gear and returned to their station.

Several weeks after the Mimi came ashore, namely, on April 6,
1913, while wreckers were engaged in the task of working her off the
beach into deep water, she capsized with 20 persons on board, as fol-
lows: Capt. Albert Crowe, R. Blackman, C. Fisher, J. Fitzpatrick,
E. Estes, William Sipp, W. C. Koen, Capt. J. Westphal, J. Kurchert,
F. Ludwig, W. Kurchert, F. Behrens, W. Biedermann, H. Jorgensen,
C. Jorgensen, P. Meyer, P. Fisher, E. Voight, H. Nielsen, and T.
Knaus. The first six in the list belonged to the wrecking crew; the
others were members of the crew of the Mimi. Four of the 20 (C.
Fisher, J. Westphal, J. Kurchert, and F. Ludwig) were saved by the
crew of the Tillamook Bay Station after th:’l%]ad been under the
hull of the partly overturned bark for nearly 30 hours. The 16
others perished.

It appears that the contract for floating the Mimi had been let by
her underwriters to the Fisher Engineering Co., and that when the
disastrous termination of their labors took place they had succeeded
in working the vessel 1,800 or 2,000 feet off the beach; had, in fact,
just got her free of the bottom.

The wreckers had run out two 1}-inch wire cables to two sets of
large anchors, planted some 2,200 feet offshore in about 24 feet of
water. These cables led through the hawse pipes, one to a large
donkey engine bolted to the main deck, port side aft, just forward of
the cabin, the other to a smaller engine amidships. The engine last
referred to was used chiefly to take up the slack in the cables. There
was also another donkey engine on shore to which lines were attached,
and which was used in heaving the vessel afloat. When the Mim
came ashore she had 1,335 tons of sand ballast loose in her hold and
was drawing 13 feet. At the time of the capsize half of the sand had
been removed.
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# Mr. Fisher, the president of the company having the work in hand,
was in charge of wrecking operations until noon of April 5, when
Capt. Albert Crowe, reputed to be an experienced wrecker, came
aboard to relieve him. II)t. would seem that darkness was not allowed
to interfere with the work, for abcut 1 a. m. of the 6th the time
arrived for the final efforts to be made which it was expected would
set the bark free of the bottom. That there was some apprehension
on board regarding the outcome of the last strain about to %e put upon
the cables 1s shown by the circumstance that the mate, second mate,
and third mate of the bark had deserted her some time during the
afternoon, believing that she would turn over on coming off the bot-
tom. It is shown, moreover, that Capt. Westphal, master of the
bark, had been previously warned by Keeper Fa.rlﬁy that the vessel
would capsize if so much ballast were removed. Heedlessness, lack
of prudence, absence of judgment, and other shortcomings on the
f)art of those in charge are disclesed by their failure to take any steps
ooking to the rescue of the wreckers in case of an untoward happening.
There was no tug standing by, nor had the Tillamook Bay life-*sa.ving
crew been requested to be on hand at the time when it was expecte
the vessel would be hove off. The latter had not been advised even
of that hour. It is understood that it was the intention of the con-
tractors to allow the bark to lie at anchor after she was flcated until
the following afternoon, when a tug was to ccme and take her away.

At 12.08 a. m. of the 6th, shortly before the vessel came free, it was
high water. The surf was very heavy, and the night was pitcﬁ dark.
As she was released from the grip of the sand thgjigme attached to her
stern was let go. She prcmptly shot out through the surf, bumping
the bottom several times. The tide was now ebbing, and there was a
strong undertow which swept her stern to the northward, bringing
her broadside to the sea. As soon as she swung arcund into this
pesiticn she began to roll heavily, and shortly capsized on her port
side, head to the southward. In the opinion of the investigating
officer, the capsize was due to the fact that the engines could not take
up the slack in the cables fast enough and that she tripped herself by
running over them. ‘

What happened to those on board may be seen by the following
account taken from a statement by Capt. Westphal, master of the
Mima: '

I was on the starboard side when she went over. As she tipped, I jumped to the
side of the forecastle which was in a horizontal position, and pulled Ludwig and Jorgen-
sen up there with me. They asked me if they could not jump overboard and swim
ashore, but I told them they would get tangled in the wreckage. Ludwig took my
advice. The other fellow made the effort and was drowned. More of the men there-
after took to the water, but became entangled in the wreckage and lost their lives.
After a time the forecastle collapsed, and Ludwig and I climbed to the starboard rail
and clung to the stanchions. Three men.(the Kurcherts and Nielsen) were clinginf to
the main rigging. I called to them and they came up where we were. The five of us
sat there on the stanchions, crumpled up under the rail, until daybreak. Then I
tried to crawl to the cabin, so I could save my papers and log book. I heard voices aft,
and saw one of the ship’s boats floating there. I made my way aft and saw C. S. Fisher
and W. C. Koen hanging to the boat skids. I called to my men to follow me, which
they did. As the after part of the ship was submerged, I abandoned the quest for my

apers and gave my attention to Koen, as he was nearly “all in.”’ I jumped to where

e was, put a rope around him, and tried to pull him up to the rail where we were, but
he was too heavy and we were so exhausted that we could not bring him more than
two-thirds of the way. We lashed him there and he died two minutes later. This was
about 7.30 o’clock Sunday morning.
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We got Fisher to a place of safety, and I tried to launch the starboard lifeboat, which
was lashed to the skids. I (fot one side loose, but the other was fastened under the
water and the boat capsized. Then we decided to take the other boat, which was
badly smashed up. Six of us launched off, but we had no oars and saw that we could
not make shore, so we climbed back on board ag%in. From our place under the rail
we could see the life-saving crew on the shore. We saw them bring their boat to the
water’s edge and then take it back again. We whistled and shouted, but they could
not see us as we were under the rail. In the afternoon (Sunday) when the breakers
were not 8o high we managed to o&;an one of the after ports on the rail of the vessel, and
we waved our hats through it. We could see that the life-saving crew had discovered
us and that a boat was being launched. The boat came within 150 feet of us, but went
back to the shore. Then they tried to shoot lines to us, but they all fell short. They
made two more attempts to get out with the boat, but they never got beyond the first
breakers. Then they gave up for the night.

After this we tried to break loose some planks, but could not doit. I heard a splash
and saw Neilsen go overboard. He swam well, but the current took him and carried
him south. We watched him until he passed the second breaker, but he never reached
shore. We were all exhausted, so we lashed ourselves to the rail and prepared for the
ni%xt. At 4 o’clock on the 7th William Kurchert died. We were so cold that we had
to beat our arms and legs to keep alive. At daybreak we waved our caps again and
the boat once more put off. About this time Ludwig became so exhausted that he
fell into the water, but by supreme effort we got a rope around him. Twenty minutes
later, at 6.15 a. m., we were rescued.

Keeper Farley, at the Tillamook Bay Station, received news of the
capsize shortly after 3 a. m., about one and one-half hours after it
happened, the information being telephoned from Brighton. He at
once engaged a team and set out up the beach with his surfboat.
Travel was very slow and difficult, and the crew were nearly three
hours in reaching the mouth of the Nehalem River, 3 miles south of
the scene of the casualty. Unloading the boat at the river, the
constructed a raft out of planks and railroad ties found on the beac
and floated their wagon across. The team had to be left behind.

With the boat again on the wagon the{ continued their trip up
the beach, pulling the vehicle by hand, with the assistance of a num-
ber of volunteers. They arrived abreast of the Mimi about 8.30
a. m., some two hours after low water. The seas were at that time
breaking continually over her. She lay on her side, with her rigging,
masts, and yards pointing shoreward. As there were no signs of life
on board, Keeper Farley did not think the situation would warrant
him in risking the lives of himself and crew in an attempt to make a
closer scrutiny of the wreck by boat during the prevailing condition
of the surf. :

The news of the disaster, already spread far and wide, had at-
tracted a large crowd to the scene. Some time after 10 o’clock per-
sons who had been down near the edge of the water sought out
Keeper Farley and informed him that they had heard somebody
halloo from aboard the wreck. Although {;e did not believe the
report, he realized that there was only one thing to do to avoid
censure. He accordingly launched his boat. The crew pulled half
way out to the vessel and shouted several times, but got no response.
They thereupon returned to the shore. As no one on land had been
able to hear their shouts, the keeper took it for granted that no calls
had actually been heard from the shore.

The life-saving crew and the crowd that had come upon the scene
on foot, on horseback, by vehicle, and by train remained on the
beach throughout the day in the expectation of discovering, in the
intervals when the prostrate bark was exposed, some indication of
life in the cavernous opening formed by the long elliptical arch of her



ANNUAL REPORT UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 81

hull visible above the surface of the sea. About 4 o’clock they were
rewarded by seeing some one on board waving a cap or garment.
Keeper Farley now lost no time in launching a boat. Describing
his efforts to get alongside, he says:

We had a hard time getting out. We got within 100 feet of the bark. I steered
right for amidships, but there were all kinds of wreckage in the water. The shout
came from the vessel, “ We are here,’’ or “ You will have to come alongside,’’ we could
not tell which. About that time a big surge came in and threw our boat southward
gast the bow into a heavy break. It must have taken us half an hour to get to the

each a(fain. It was a miracle that we made it. After we landed, the people said,
“Why don’t you shoot a line?”’ I did not think we could reach the vessel, but we
tried it, first with a No. 9 line and again with a No. 7 line, using 6 ounces of powder
each time. Both shots fell short. Although I believed it was still impossible, on
account of the wreckage and undertow (I was afraid the undertow would take us right
into the hold of the ship, where there would not be space enough for the boat to rise
with the swell), I decided to try the boat again. We got about halfway out and had
to turn back. The bulwarks were 10 or 12 feet above the water, but the swell was very
heavy. If the boat had ventured at this time in under the bulwarks the swell, on its
rise, would have killed every one of us. It was impossible to get near the wreck, as
all the rigging, the yards, and masts were lying right toward shore. On reaching shore
we tried to send out a No. 7 line with about 7 ounces of powder. It fell short. Next
we laid a platform on our wagon, put the im upon it, ran it down into the surf until
we vlvere waist deep, and fired a line with 8 ounces of powder, but with no better
result.

We then made another attempt with the boat, towing the whipline astern. I
intended to have a man on shore slack the line off until we were pretty near the wreck,
then take a turn and keep the boat from going down underneath the wreckage, but
the current took the line to one side and it was impossible to get out with it, so we
backed into the beach again.

By this time it was gettin%ntlilark. As it seemed quite out of the
question to accomplish anything with the surfboat, Keeper Farley
now left his crew to patrol the beach and went to Brighton to engage
a four-horse team to proceed to the station for the Dobbins lifeboat.
It was his intention to employ the boat named at low tide on the
following morning.

Owing to difficulties experienced in transporting the boat over a
rough and circuitous route, involving a much longer distance than
the 10 miles to the wreck as the crow flies, the Dobbins boat did not
arrive in time to be of service. Therefore, when a favorable time for
launching came, the life-saving crew turned again to their surfboat.
The keeper continues his narrative of events as follows:

We pulled off to the wreck about 5.15 a. m. of the 7th. The sea had moderated
considerably, but there was still quite an undertow. To rescue the men that were
still on the vessel we had to go right underneath the bulwarks with the surfboat.
Just where the men were the boat davits were projecting, and on our right the end of
o spar was sticking out of the water. There was only about 10 feet of space to get the
boat in. We had to run our bow right under, and the two bowmen to crouch
down to keep from being jammed against the bulwarks. We had to watch our chances
and get one at a time on account of the sea surging in and out. We found Capt. West-

hal, Mr. Fisher, and the two boys, Fritz Ludwig and J. Kurchert, still alive. There
were two lashed to the spars under the bulwarks, dead. Ludwig was unconscious
and nearly dead.

When we got the four survivors ashore we carried them to a fire, took off their cloth-
ing, and gave them some hot coffee. We put some dry clothing on them, I and the
rest of the crew dividing our clothing among them, and getting some from bystanders.
We then took them to a cabin half a mile away, wrapped them in blankets, and gave
them whisky and hot water. They all got along pretty well except the boy Ludwig.
We could not get the circulation started in hislegs. I got some hot water and mu ,
and put his feet in it. In about half an hour he got warm. When the circulation
did start it took two men to hold him, he was in such pain. We gave him some more
stimulants and hot broth, and he went to sleep.

23705—14——6
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While the crew were looking after the survivors, one of the men
who had been on the beach—referred to as Sheriff Crenshaw in the.
evidence submitted—came to the cabin and asked the keeper -to
make a trip to the wreck at once and bring in the bodies of the two
sailors (W. C. Koen and W. Kurchert), which the crew had not taken
time to unlash and bring away on their first trip.

The keeper replied by saying that the bodies were securely fastened,
and that he would get them the following morning at low water, at
which time he proposed to go out and try to recover the ship’s papers.
Crenshaw was insistent, however; but still the keeper remained firm,
telling him that his crew were tired, wet, and hungry from many
hours’ exhausting work on the beach, and that he had given them
permission to go in search of dry clothing and something to eat.

To this explanation Crenshaw retorted:

They are all standing around the fire on the beach, and are not doing a thing.
The keeper returned:

If they want to go out after I get down there we will make the attempt, but I will
not force them. ’

Keeper Farley finally got into Crenshaw’s buggy and returned to
the beach. At that time the seas were breaking clear over the bark.
When the keeper repeated to his crew what the sheriff had said, one
and all expressed their willingness to make an attempt to recover the
bodies without delay. The keeper did not think, however, that the
situation warranted his men risking their lives, and refused to order
them to launch the boat.

The foregoing incident is cited to show the readiness of the life-
saving crew to meet all demands made upon them, and the moral
courage of the keeper in refusing, at the risk of being criticized, to
subject himself and his men to unnecessary hazard.

Late in the afternoon, the sea having moderated and the tide
being at ebb, the crew put out and recovered the two bodies, but
were unable to get into the ship’s cabin. Telling of the danger experi-
enced on this trip, the keeper says:

We backed in. About halfway to the beach we shipped a big breaker, which swept
the four bowmen clear off their seats and knocked me down. The steering oar flew
out of my hand and broke the yoke rope, but having the dead bodies in the bow,
which made it heavy there, we straightened up without capsizing. I got one of the
spare oars to steer with and we got ashore.

It is deeply regretted that the wreck of the Mimi furnished an
instance in Whicﬁ a crew of the Life-Saving Establishment was
charged with failure to perform its full duty. Happily, the charge
was unjustified.

On the day after the Mimi capsized an editorial appeared in a
Tillamook newspaper alleging that Keeper Farley and his men were
guilty of cowardice for having failed promptly to go out to the vessel,
and sinuating that they were intoxicated while on the beach.

The testimony of nine persons—all of them witnesses of the efforts
of the life-saving crew to reach the wreck—is on file in addition to
the testimony of the eight members of Keeper Farley’s crew and of
Mrs. Farley (the keeper’s wife).

One of the nine witnesses first mentioned was the author of the
charges referred to; another was Capt. Westphal, master of the
Mimy and one of the survivors. The latter had no complaint to
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make against any member of the crew. He was of the opinion that
a rescue might have been made Sunday morning at low tide, a few
hours after the disaster occurred. No witness questioned the possi-
bility of getting to the wreck at the time stated, but as the life-
savers—who had to travel 10 miles or more to reach the scene—were
not on hand in season to take advantage of any favorable conditions
presented on Sunday morning they can not properly be censured for
not doing the impossible.

The man who questioned the bravery of keeper and surfmen
admitted, under examination, that he had never had any experi.nce
in surfing and boating, and conceded that the service crew, after
having tried twice unsuccessfully to reach the bark, were better able
than lthose on shore to judge tﬁe condition of the surf in near the
vessel.

Tt appears that at a hearing held by the German consul at Seattle
in connection with the loss of the Mimi, Mr. C. Fisher, another of the
survivors and the president of the company that had in hand the
floating of the vessel, also charged the life-savers with dereliction.

The extent to which they were culpable, if they really merited any
criticism at all, may be seen from the following, taken from the report
of the department official who investigated their conduct upon the
occasion under notice:

The criticism of the life-saving crew came from persons who were incompetent to pass
judgment. Every seagoing man on the beach and every man familiar with surf con-
ditions at the time upheld the crew. It was natural for the excursionists who arrived
from Tillamook Sunday afternoon, after the crew had made their greatest effort to
reach the Mimz, to sympathize with those poor unfortunates on the wreck, but they
misjudged the surf and minimized the difficulties and danger faced by Capt. Farley
and his men. At a distance of 600 gards, how could they I)osaibly judge of the surf,
current, and wreckage surrounding the vessel? These people heaped blame upon the
life-saving crew for not doing an impossibility, instead of upon the wreckers, where
it belongs, who are directly responsible for the loss of life.

The author of the charge made in the newspaper states that on Sunday evening the
sea was very smooth, with light swells. This was contradicted by every other witness,
even by Capt. Westphal, who states that the sea was rough. This man confessed that
he had never had any experience in handling boats in a surf, and admitted that the
life-saving crew were better able to judge the condition of the surf than himself.

He also insinuated in his editorial that the crew were drunk. When called upon to
support his statement, he said that he did not see any of them take a drink nor any of
them intoxicated, but that his allegations were based upon common talk heard on the
beach. The editor says that the crew appeared tired and that they lacked *ginger.”’
Is it any wonder that they should have been tired after walkinﬁ 10 miles, dragging a
heavy boat, building a raft, and making four attemps to get to the wreck?

True, the keeper and some of his crew took a few small drinks of whisky (passed to -
them by sympathetic bystanders), but of this they made no secret, justifying them-
selves by the statement that the liquor was taken medicinally, as they were shivering
from cold, having got wet while rafting their boat wagon across the Nehalem River
on the way to the wreck.

There is positive proof that not a single member of the crew was intoxicated or under
the influence of liquor. While I deprecate the use of liquor, and am of the opinion
that if hot coffee instead of whisky had been provided by the spectators some of the
criticisms made would have been avoided, yet I think that the drinking of liquor on
this occasion in moderation and medicinally does not merit such severe condemnation.
It is known that some of the criticism voiced in this connection was made by irrespon-
sible and malicious persons who were not even on the beach. One man in Tillamook
who indulged in extravagant condemnation of the crew would not appear and give his
testimony when invited to do so, stating in a letter to me that he knew nothing about
it as he had not been on the scene.

My idea is that many of the spectators got the impression the crew were intoxicated
because the keeper saw fit to return to the beach in his surfhoat stern first, reversing
the oars at timese to meet the surf.
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Regarding the allegation that others wanted to use the surfboat in an effort to effect
a rescue, and that they were refused, it may be stated that no such proposition was
made to the keeper. There was some such talk among the three mates of the Mims,
bu%1 they discreetly kept it from the keeper, who they probably thought might give them
a chance.

I did not obtain the testimony of Mr. Fisher, but, commenting upon criticisms made
by him before the German consul, I have merely to invite attention to the wreck itself
to show his ignorance of broken water. His utterances show that he is an ingrate as
well as an incompetent, as he owes his life to the Tillamook crew. It would seem that
he is trying to direct public opinion from his own reprehensible action in attempting
to haul off the beach on a dark night through a heavy surf with ebbing tide and a strong
undertow, and with no tug or lifeboat standing by, a top-heavy vessel with insufficient
and improperly stowed ballast.

Keeper Farley has been keeper and surfman in the Life-Saving Service nearly 16
years, and has demonstrated his courage and skill on more than one occasion. He is
thoroughly familiar with the surf on those shores, and knew what he could do and what
he could not do. Most of his crew are also surfmen of experience, and the charge that
they were drunk, cowardly, or incompetent on this occasion is undeserved. ‘Had
they been notified in time to reach the scene of the capsize at low water on that fatal
Sunday morning, they might have taken the men off, but that they arrived when
tide and surf were unfavorable was no fault of theirs. It is my opinion that Monday
morning was the first real chance they had to effect a rescue. Had Keeper Farle
listened to the clamor of the crowd, many persons of which were evidently in a hysteri-
cal mood, another tragedy would have occurred.

The service is indebted to a number of persons for valuable assist-
ance rendered the life-saving crew on this occasion, conspicuous
among whom were Mr. Thomas B. Watt, lumberman, and Mrs.
- Farley, wife of the station keeper.

Mr. Watt was on the beach when the bark capsized. He came to
the conclusion, along about daylight, that by the time the life-saving
crew arrived the surf would be too rough to permit launching a boat.
He therefore took it upon himself to telephone to the service station
for the beach apparatus, which it appears the keeper had been unable
" to take along with him. He also arranged for a special car to trans-
port the gear.

Mrs. Farley was alone at the station when Mr. Watt’s message
came. She summoned assistance, had the apparatus placed upon
the train, and accompanied it to Nehalem River, where she superin-
tended the work of unloading it and getting it into a boat. Later
she met her husband at the river as he was returning to the station
for the Dobbins boat. In order that he might hasten back to the
wreck she volunteered to go after the boat herself. She accordingly
set out for the station on horseback near the hour of midnight. She
had the boat on its way by 3.30 a. m.; but, as previously shown, it
reached the scene of the disaster after the work of rescue had been
concluded.

EXPLOSION ON STEAMER ‘‘E. M. PECK,” JUNE 11, 1913.
RACINE STATION.

The year’s lamentable record of loss of life within the field of the
operations of the service corps ended with the explosion, on the fore-
noon of June 11, 1913, at Racine, Wis., of the starboard boiler of the
1,809-ton steamer E. M. Peck. The disaster, which took place 300
yards west of the Racine Life-Saving Station while the steamer was
proceeding up the Racine River to a dock to discharge a cargo of coal,
claimed the lives of 7 of the 18 persons composing her crew. Of the
11 survivers, 2 (including the master) were ashore at the time of the
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disaster; 4 were on the port side of the vessel, forward; and 5 on the
stern. It is supposed that the 4 who were forward left the vessel
unaided when she drifted in near a dock. The 5 last referred to were
taken off by the life-saving crew, as hereinafter stated.

The names of the victuns were W. E. Andrews, chief enginecr;
B. H. Schwensen, second engineer; Edward Young, oiler; and Adam
Kriegy, Gus Gunderson, M. zi)owns.;, and Geo. Turche, of the engine-
room and fireroom forces. No reason can be assigned for the casualty.

The force of the explosion was such as to throw the boiler upward
and toward the bow of the vessel, tearing out her steel deck beams,
demolishing the boiler house, mainmast, funnel, and deckhouse, and
ripping wide open her starboard side. The boiler in its flight struck
the chart house a glancing blow, which deflected it almost at right
angles. It thereupon hurtled through the air a distance of several
hundred feet toward the north side of the river and alighted on a
coal dock. All hands in the engine room and the fireroom were
killed outright—some of them being blown to pieces—and those who
were afterwards taken from the wreckage alive soon died of their
injuries.

Keeper Lofberg, of the Racine Station, witnessed the cxplosion.
His attention had been attracted to the stcamer a short time previ-
ously as the result of a wrong signal made by her in blowing her w}iu'stle
for the Main Street bridge, which she would have to pass to get to her
dock. So urgent was the necessity for haste that he did not wait for
his full crew to respond to the alarm sounded by the station lookout,
but ran at once to the boat room of the station and with the assistance
of Surfmen Carlsen, Jacobson, and Oldenberg launched the Beebe-
MclLellan power surfboat to the rescue. As the boat sped down the
ways the keeper of the light station sprang aboard to accompany the
keeper and surfmen to the vessel. Although the remainder of the
station crew were not in the boat when it made its first trip, the
nevertheless took part in the work of caring for the injured and dead.

Arriving alongside, the boat’s crew first picked up a man found
clinging to some floating débris. As he was seriously injured, they
at once carried him ashore and sent him to a hospital. Returning to
the steamer, they continued their search in the wreckage, with which
the river was strewn. Failing to discover any more victims in the
water, they next turned their attention to the vessel, and found 4
men and a woman, none of them apparently injured, huddled together
on her stern. These they landed on the dock. Boarding the steamer
again, they found an injured man in the wreckage of the deckhouse.
ﬁs in tz;,llle case of the man taken from the river, they sent him to the

ospital.

y this time the Peck had drifted alongside the dock. Renewing
their quest, the life-savers found two apparently lifeless men, one in
the wreckage of the boiler house, the other in the forehold. Both were
carried to the dock. Two more bodies were discovered abaft of the
engine room, buried under 2 feet of coal. They were so mutilated
that it was impossible to identify them, except by their clothing.
After removing them to the dock Keeper Lotberg sought out the
master of the steamer, who told him that he thought the entire crew
had been accounted for. It was reported soon afterwards, however,
that one man—supposed to be either Kriegy or Downs—was still
missing. The river was dragged three days in a futile search for the
body of this man. It was recovered on June 23.
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It appears that practically all of the assistance afforded in this
case was rendered by the life-saving crew, who, the investigatin
officer takes occasion to note, boarded the steamer entirely unmindfu
of all danger to themselves. Their hardihood may be appreciated
when one considers that the vessel’s port boiler was still intact and,
for all they knew, likely at any moment to add to the work of destruc-
tion wrought by its mate.

On June 12, members of the station crew helped to repair some of -
the steamer’s leaks, so that a tug with a steam siphon was able to
keep her afloat while she was towed to a dock to have her cargo
unloaded. She sustained damage to the amount of $5,000.
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SOME ILLUSTRATIVE INSTANCES OF RESCUE AND
‘SALVAGE WORK DURING 1913.

As stated on an earlier page of this report, the crews of the Life-
Saving Establishment performed service upon 1,671 occasions of acci-
dent and disaster to documented and undocumented vessels during
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1913.

Up to the year 1910 a brief statement of each instance of assist-
ance given vessels appeared in the annual reports of the service.
With the extension of the scope of life-saying operations, however,
and the rapidly increasing popularity of a type of craft (the motor
boat) whose liability to accident is great, reports of casualties have
become so numerous that it is not feasible to continue to publish the
circumstances of each case.

Of the 1,671 instances of service mentioned, half a hundred are
selected for publication as furnishing average examples of the dangers
to which shipping is exposed on our shores and as fairly illustrative
of the character and extent of the work performed and of the perils
and hardships incurred by the life-saving crews. At the same time,
it is thought that these accounts, though few in number, will con-
tinue to serve as a medium for an exchange of ideas among the corps
witli{ respect to methods and means employed in rescue and salvage
work.

The hundreds of other instances of service which occurred within the
year, manﬁ of them of great merit, while not thus given publicity,
are nevertheless of record in the headquarters of the establishment
in the form of reports submitted by station keepers. These reports
are accessible to any who may be interested in particular cases.

July 1.—The first casualty to be reported during the year from
the Atlantic coast took place shortly after 6 p. m. of this date 1}
miles southwest of the City Point (Mass.) Station, the craft involved
being an aeroplane navigated by Miss Harriet Quimby and carrying
a passenger named Wm. A. P. Willard. (

ittle is known of the circumstances of the disaster. It aﬁpears
that the machine had been flying at Squantum Beach, Mass. The life-
saving crew first learned of the accident from a boat Eassing by the
station. They put off in the 25-foot and 28-foot launches, and found
the aeroplane in the water. The two aviators, both dead, had been
carried ashore before their arrival. The machine was placed across
the two launches and taken to the Boston Yacht Club float. It is
stated that the aeroplane fell from a height of 1,000 feet.

July 16.—At 5 a. m. the keeper of the Pamet River Station (Mass.)
received a telephone message from the adjacent station at Cahoons
Hollow statinﬁ that a schooner with a flag in her rigging, union down,
had passed the place last named, going north. The keeper of the
first-mentioned station quickly assembled a volunteer crew (inactive
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season), and on boarding the vessel found her to be the 194-ton
schooner C. B. Clark, bound from Bangor, Me., to New York Cit
with a cargo of lumber. She collided on the 13th with the Britis
schooner Arthur J. Parker in a fog off Cape Cod, losing her mainsail,
main boom and main rigging, and her chain plates. The collision
had also set her to leaking badly. Lacking a mainsail, she could not
be taken into Provincetown, owing to the diréction of the wind which
was blowing from the southwest. The keeper therefore decided to
try to run her into Boston. After setting a flag for a towboat, the
service crew cleared away the wreckage as best they could, then
relieved the exhausted ship’s crew at the pumps. About 1 p. m. the
tug Mercury came in response to the signal and took the schooner in
tow. Arriving in port at 6 p. m., the life-savers stood by the pumps
throughout the night. The damage sustained by the schooner
amounted to several hundred dollars.

July 19.—On the night of the 18th the 82-ton schooner Westerloo,
from Machias, Me., for Plymouth, Mass., lumber laden and carrying
a crew of three persons, was caught in a heavy southwest storm,
causing her seams to open and setting her to leaking badly. Her pumps
were kept going until 4 a. m. of the 19th, the craft meanwhile holdin,
her course shoreward as best she could under a small piece of mainsal
and jib, in the hope that she would be discovered from the land. At
the hour last mentioned it was found that the water in her hold had
risen nearly to the decks, which discovery caused her crew to abandon
the gumps in despair.

About 8.30 a. m., by which time the schooner, unmanageable and
drifting before a gale, was within 18 or 20 miles of Seguin Island,
Me., she was sighted by a tug bound into Kennebec River with a
string of barges. The tug took the imperiled crew off, but, handi-
gaﬂpe:ii as she was with her tow, was compelled to leave the schooner

ehind.

The master of the Westerloo landed from the tug at Popham Beach,
came to the Hunniwells Beach Station, and asked the keeper to
send for a revenue cutter or a tug to go out and try to save his vessel.
The keeper was unable to communicate with a cutter. Fortunately,
however, the tug Sequin appeared off the station and offered to go
after the schooner on condition that a boat’s crew accompany her
for the purpose of running a hawser. This condition being complied
with, the tug put to sea.

When the schooner was finally overhauled, along about 7.30 p. m.,
her deckload, bulwarks, cabin, and rails werenﬁeginning to wash
away. The life-saving crew ran a towing hawser as agreed, and by
4 a. m. of the 20th the schooner was safely alongside a dock.

As a result of the quick and effective work performed by the tug
Seguin and the life-saving crew, vessel and cargo were saved and a
dangerous derelict removed from the path of inward and outward
bound passenger steamers and other vessels plying between Boston
and ports to the northward. The station kee%er and a temporary
crew assisted the master of the Westerloo on eight occasions—%?ttin%
her to a place where her cargo could be unloaded, freeing her o

water, repairing her rigging, sails, etc. . ‘
August 9.—About 8.30 p. m. the surfman covering the south patrol
from the Baileys Harbor (Wis.) Station discovered the lights of a
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steamer heading straight for the shore. He burned a Coston light to
warn her away and heard an answering signal immediately sounded.
As the vessel was going at a rate of about 12 miles an hour, however,
she was unable to check her speed in time to prevent striking. She
ran on a reef 2 miles south of the station an«f half a mile from the
land. Forty minutes later the life-saving crew were alongside.
They found her to be the 6,530-ton steamer Chester A. Congdon,
bound, light, from South Chicago, Ill., to Escanaba, Mich. She
carried a crew of 26 men and 1 passenger. She had run off her
course in a fog. The service crew took soundings, and she succeeded
in backing off the reef when she had been relieved of her water ballast.
Her master expressed the opinion that had it not been for the patrol-
man’s signal s%e would have gone high and dry on the rocks and
suffered much greater damage than she did. As it was, she was
injured to the extent of $20,000.

August 13—On the 12th Lieuts. Arnold and Kirtland, of the
United States Army, left Marblehead, Mass., for Bridgeport, Conn.,
in a hydro-aeroplane. They stopped at Duxbury, Mass., for the night,
having covered the distance to that place without mishap. ter
leaving Duxbury, on the morning of the 13th, their engine failed to
work properly, and while they were passing over Duxbury Bay the
plane suddenly swerved downward into the water. Two surfmen. of
the Gurnet (Mass.) Station, on their way in the service power surf-
boat to Plymouth, Mass., for their mail, witnessed the abrupt descent
of the machine. Thinking that something had gone wrong with the
aviators, they turned northward and went to their assistance. The
two officers were found to be uninjured. Their craft, however, was
temporarily crippled, the involuntary drop having opened one of its

ontoons. The surfmen towed the machine to a landing in North
lymouth.

August 18.—At 2.35 p. m. the lookout of the Green Hill (R. L)
Station discovered the 151-ton lumber-laden schooner R. L. Tay,
from Bangor, Mé., for New York City, running before a high south-
southwest gale with her colors in the starboard rigﬁin§ union down.

As it apEeared that she would come ashore, the life-saving crew
set out with their beach apparatus for the place where it was thought
she would strike. Five minutes after they left their quarters, how-
ever, the schooner was seen to anchor at a point three-fourths of a
mile east of the station and a quarter of a mile from the land. Part
of the crew now turned back and launched the Beebe-McLellan surf-
boat. After a desperate struggle against wind and sea, during which
the boat was repeatedly filled and flung back on the beach, they
reached the vessel and took off her crew of five. The weather con-
ditions prevented their return to the station, and they were obliged
to take refuge in Point Judith Pond. Later they worked the schooner
into harbor at Newport.

This was the first case of assistance rendered to a vessel by the
Green Hill life-saving crew, the station having been put in commssion
only a short time previously.

August 19.—On the morning of this date the 23-ton auxiliary-
schooner Petrel, bound along tie coast from Boston for Manomet,
Mass., on a cruise for lobsters, stood in too close to the shore when'
in the vicinity of Manomet Point and grounded on White Horse
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Beach, 2 miles west-northwest of the Manomet Point Station. There
was a heavy swell heaving in when the vessel struck, and when
the life-saving crew reached her Iralf an hour later she had pounded a
large hole in her bottom. In the hope that she might still Ee floated,
the surfmen ran out anchors, setting the hausers taut, with the object
of holding her quiet until the rise of the tide should set her free.
She floated according to expectations about an hour before high
water, but while the life-savers were hauling her away she struck
again, tearing another hole in her. This second injury caused her to
sink. On the 20th members of the station crew visited the vessel
and assisted her crew in saving everything on board that could be
carried off. The vessel was lost.

August 26.—The 56-ton British schooner Julia Larsen, crossing
Lake Huron en route from Spanish River to Sarnia, Ontario, with a
cargo of lumber, encountered a strong northwest gale on the night of
the 25th and was so severely buffeted that she started to leak on the
following morning.

Her crew consisted of two men, who were her owners. The
wife and two small children of one of the men were also on board.
Notwithstanding the most exhausting efforts made by the two men
to keep down the water in the vessel’s hold, she filled rapidly and in
a short time was driving before the wind, water-logged and unman-
ageable. She continued to drift helplessly throughout the day, and
at 9.45 p. m. ran hard and fast on a reef at the southeast end of
Thunder Bay Island (Mich.), at a point three-fourths of a mile east-
southeast of the Thunder Bay Island Life-Saving Station. She
struck 100 yards off a rugged, precipitous coast in a spot nearly
inaccessible by boat, the water around her being studded by rocks,
submerged and exposed. As she lay upon the reef there was a
depth at her stern of fully 6 fathoms, while at other places about her
the water was as shallow as 6 inches. The locality was a dangerous
one even in daylight and calm weather. Therefore the darkness
and the state of the surf at the time of the stranding combined to
make the situation of those aboard the schooner perilous in the
extreme.

When the vessel put her nose upon the rock her stern quickly
settled, causing the water she had on board to surge aft,(}ﬂl the
cabin, and drive the woman and her little ones out upon the wave-
swept deck, where they were able to save themselves only by holding
onto the stanchions.

The schooner was discovered by the beach patrol as soon as she
struck, and half an hour afterwards the life-saving crew were on the
scene of the casualty. Describing in his report the state of affairs
on board and the work of rescue, the station keeper says:

While we were trying to cross the reef to get under the schooner’s quarter we could
hear the woman and children clgrin most pitifully. The night was so dark the men
did not see us until we were right alongside. Then they were frantic in their efforts
to signal us, as the lumber was working off the deck and the spars were likely to fall
at any moment. When we got in to the vessel the woman cast herself aboard us and
fell full length in the bottom of the boat, so frightened that nothing could induce her
to get up. Our great danger after taking everybody off was the chance that we would
go on the rocks where the water was not deep enough to float us. Had this happened
we would have been capeized. I kept the boat head to the surf while going out, and
trusted to the current to sweep us past the shoal places, which it did.
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The following day the life-saving crew saved $800 worth of lumber
from the schooner; also, some sails and rigging. The vessel was
totally lost. It appears that the lighthouse steamer Amaranth
subsequently é)ullecf on her for four hours in an unsuccessful effort
to haul her off. '

September 8.—About 3 p. m. the boatman on watch at the Louis-
ville (Ky.) Station discovered a small flatboat on the Ohio River in
danger of going over the falls. The life-saving crew, in a river
life skiff, overhauled the boat and towed it to their station. There
were six small boys aboard the craft. The keeper states that the
youngsters, left to themselves, would have gone through one of the
openings in the Indiana Chute of the falls and been drowned. The
boys did not realize their peril until their rescuers explained to them
that the rough water seen farther down the river was the falls.

September 8.—About 7 p. m. a telephone message was received at
the ﬁilwaukee (Wis.) Station statingBthat a gasoFine launch named
the Olympia was on fire in Whitefish Bay. The station crew covered
the 8 miles to the scene of the disaster in their power lifeboat in quick
time, and found the launch completely enveloped in flames and
within 100 feet of a pier. The sparks were flying from her toward the
pier—a long, high, wooden structure with a pine covering, thronged
at the time by persons who were watching the conflagration. ith
freat difficulty and at much risk to themselves and their boat, the
ife-savers put a line aboard the launch, towed her to leeward of the
pier and beached her. Their timely arrival and prompt action
saved the pier from destruction and doubtless prevented a still
more serious calamity, for had it taken fire the multitude of people
upon it would have been thrown in a panic and many of them would
have been unable to reach the shore in safety.

September 29.—About 1 p. m., the light keeper at the west end
of Cuttyhunk Island (Massg telephoned to the ?(eeper of the Cutty-
hunk Station, reporting a vessel off to the westward that appeared
to be partially dismasted. The lookout had observed the vessel
before the message was received, but as she was several miles away
from the station he failed to note anything unusual on board. His
attention having been called to her, a more critical scrutiny through
his g}ass disclosed a flag in her rigging, evidently set as a distress
signal.

After an hour’s run under power and sail combined, the service
crew reached and boarded the vessel. She proved to be the 195-ton
schooner Charles Luling, from Eatons Neck, Long Island, for Boston
with a cargo of roofing gravel. She had encountered rough weather
and lost her foremast and mainsail. Her rigging, moreover, was a
snarl of wire rope and broken spars, and she was leaking seriously.
She had a power pump, but it had become choked with gravel and
could not be useff Her crew of five, exhausted and discouraged as
a result of their efforts during the blow she had passed through,
had done nothing to set things in order on board. The life-savers
cleared the débris-covered decks as best they could, and set up an
improvised sail in the hope that they might be able to run the vessel
into Buzzards Bay. Tide and wind bore her slowly along until she
reached a point near Hen and Chicken Reef, where she was anchored.
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The revenue cutter Acushnet, which the station keeper had sent for
before leaving shore, appeared on the scene about dark and took her
in tow for New Bedford. The men from the station accompanied
her into port.

October 6—Near the hour of midnight the 5,667-ton steamer
David Z. Norton, from Buffalo to Milwaukee with 9,200 tons of hard
coal, ran upon a submerged rock a mile offshore from Sleeping Bear
Point, Lake Michigan, and sank 10 minutes later in 30 feet of water.
Half a hour after she struck the crew of the Sleeping Bear Point Life-
Saving Station, situated 24 miles to the east, were alongside in
response to the frantic Llasts of her whistle. The life-saving crew
stood by her all day of the 6th, carrying messages to and from shore
and performing such other service for her master as lay in their

ower. Late in the afternoon, the wind having risen and the seas

aving begun to wash over the vessel, some of the ship’s crew of 24
persons expressed a desire to go ashore. Eleven of them were accord-
ingly taken off and landed in Sleeping Bear Bay. When the life-
savers returned for the rest of the crew they found the master unwil-
ling to leave his vessel. They therefore stood by him during the
night. By the afternoon of the 7th, the wind, which had been blow-
ing a full gale for a number of hours, moderated sufficiently to permit
a wrecking company to put air and water pumps on board. The
steamer came ofl the reef at 7 a. m. of the 8th, and two steamers took
her in tow for South Manitou Island. The South Manitou Island
life-saving crew also rendered assistance upon this occasion, having
come to the steamer on the forenoon of the 7th to relieve the Sleeping
Bear Point station crew, who were much in need of rest and sleep.

This disaster is attributed to darkness and smoky weather. When
it occurred the steamer was proceeding under moderate speed. The
collision with the reef opened up three of her water-tight compart-
ments, which explains why she sank so quickly. She suffered damage
to the amount of $35,000.

October 12.—On the night of this date the 127-ton steamer John B.
Dallas, bound from New York to Block Island in a southwest gale
and rough sea, sprang a leak, and to keep from sinking ran ashore 2
miles east of the Quonochontaug Station (R. I.). At 7 p. m., the
vessel was discovered close inshore by the station watch. Before a
signal could be burned to warn her off, some seaside cottages hid her
from view. A surfman was at once dispatched down the beach to
keep track of her, but she continued on her course until her lights
disappeared without having come any nearer the land.

The surfman having the 9.30 to midnight patrol east was sent out
20 minutes earlier than usual with instructions to keep a sharp lookout
for the steamer. At 9.35 he found her ashore. As soon as he could

et back to the station with the news of his discovery the breeches

uoy apparatus and surfboat were dispatched to the scene of the
casualty. The vessel lay within 150 feet from the beach. A line
was shot across her and the apparatus quickly set up, and within 15
minutes thereafter her crew of Eve were safely landed. The steamer
was totally lost, but part of her cargo of coal was saved.

October 20-26.—In all the year’s record of service operations no
finer example of endurance and devotion to duty is found than the
services performed by the crew of the Cape Lookout (N. C.) Station
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(W. T. Willis, keeper) October 20 to 26, fighting fire on board the
- 2,014-ton steamship Berkshire, of the Merchants and Miners Line. The
assistance rendered in this instance extended over a period of 150
hours, 60 of which saw the men of the station continuously at work,
without sleep and under almost unendurable conditions.

The Berkshire took fire while on her way from Savannsh, Ga., to
Philadelphia with a cargo of cotton, naval stores, and fruit. In
addition to her crew of 41 men, she carried 21 passengers. On the
morning of the 20th, when she was 2 miles northwest of the Cape
Lookout Station, she hoisted the International Code signal signifying:
“I am on fire.” A strong wind was blowing from the northeast and
a heavy sea was running, but in a short time the life-saving crew
were alongside the steamer in their motor lifeboat ready to render
her such assistance as lay in their power.

When the life-savers arrived smoke was pouring from the vessel
through every openin%. Her master wanted to beach her, but
Keeper Willis informed him that he would stand a much better chance
of saving her by running into the sheltered waters of Cape Lookout
Cove. The keeper’s advice being approved, he at once assumed the
duties of pilot while his men joined the fire-fighting force at work in
the steamer’s hold. In his account of the services of himself and
crew from this time on Keeper Willis says:

When we had anchored in a safe place we removed 150 balés of cotton from below
deck so that we could get into the lower hold, where the fire was doing the most damage.
We reached the fire there with much difficulty, suffering greatly from heat and smoke.
The iron stanchions and beams were so hot that we blistered our hands whenever we
touched them. After C{getting to the lower hatch we played a stream of water upon the
burning rosin, oil, and cotton, using the steamer’s hose. We fought the fire contin.
uously until the morning of the 22d, at 2.30 a. m. on which date the revenue cutter
Seminole arrived in answer to a call sent by me on the 20th. The cutter came alorg-
sideat 8 a. m. and set her pumps to work, using 75 feet of hose procured from our station.

During the forenoon the Berkshire settled on the bottom. At 11 a. m. an explosion,
caused by an accumulation of gas below deck, blew out the skylight over the engine

_room and damaged one of the ship’s boats. Up to this time the passengers had refused
to go ashore. After the explosion they needed no persuasion to leave the steamer.
They were transferred to the Seminole, which still lay alongside. At the same time we
hauléd our power boat to the forward (fangway of the steamer in readiness to take care
of her crew should they be compelled to leave.

On the afternoon of the 22d we took the passengers from the cutter and landed them
at our station. Leaving a surfman bhehind to provide for their wants, we returned to
the Berkshire and fought fire until 3 a. m. of the 23d, when the steamship Frederick,
also of the Merchants & Miners Line, appeared in the offing and signalled for a pilot.
We went out and boarded her and after some difficulty laid her alongside the Berk-
shire. 'We then assisted her crew in rigging a pump and hose to fight the fire.

As the Seminole was short of coal, we next furnished her a supply from the Frederick,
carrying the fuel aboard the cutter in baskets. All three vessels being short of pro-
visions, we furnished them necessary stores.

At 8 p. m., by which time the fire was extinguished, the Frederick steamed away.
The Berkshire’s passengers were carried to Beaufort, N. C., in launches, hired for the
occagion by the steam iﬁ company.

We remained aboard the steamer until the morning of the 26th. Occasionally fire
would break out in a bale of cotton, but we kept watch and poured water on it when-
ever it appeared. After making arrangements with a towboat to fetch the Berkshire
a supply of water from Morehead City, N. C., we returned to our station for rest and
sleep. The Berkshire got away on the evening of the 26th under her own power.

I wish to state here that too much can not be said for this crew of men. They worked
without a murmur, and were ready to go wherever I bade them. Really, I think the
credit of saving the ship belongs to the keeper and crew of the Cape Lookout Station.

October 23.—The 1,350-ton Italian bark Caterina, fighting her way
up along the New Jersey coast in a fresh south-southeast gale and
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thick fog on the last 100 miles of a voyage from Montevideo, South
America, to New York, lost her bearings and was swept by a stro.
tidal current upon Barnegat Shoals. She fetched up on the norlzﬁ
side of the shoals 1} miles northeast of the Barnegat (N. J.) Station.
When her progress was thus disastrously interrupted she was on
her way from Montevideo, Uraguay, to New York City with a cargo
of bones. She carried a crew of 13 men.

Half an hour after she struck, namely, at 3 a. m., she was discovered
by a surfman covering the patrol north from the station named.
About the same time she was observed, also, by the south patrol
from the Forked River Station. When the two patrolmen reached
their respective stations with the news of the stranding the infor-
mation was ﬁromptly telephoned to the Loveladies Island Station,
next below Barnegat, and to the Cedar Creek Station, next above
Forked River. All four stations set out without delay for the scene
of the disaster, the Barnegat crew with their open power surfboat,
and the Forked River crew with their Beebe-McLellan surfboat. The
Loveladies Island crew ap roEriated and took along with them on
their way up the beach tl}l)e eebe-McLellan surfboat belonging to
the Barnegat Station. The Cedar Creek crew covered the several
miles between their station and the vessel unencumbered by any
boat. By 6 a. m. three of the crews were on the beach ready for
action. %‘he vessel lay fully 600 yards out. The two Beebe-McLellan
surfboats were launched with nine men in each, but so high was the
surf and so strong the wind that neither party of boatmen was able to
get away from the beach. Time after time they shoved their craft
into the ponderous breakers only to be hurled back upon the strand.

Efforts made about noon to effect a launching, the tide being low,
met with better results. The two boats now got safely away, and
after a hard struggle against wind and current, reached the bark.
Running in under her lee, they took off the entire crew, six in one
boat and seven in the other. The two boats landed safely on the
north side of the inlet. A day or two later the rescued persons, who.
had in the meantime been succored by the Forked River and Bar-
negat crews, were transported to the mainland. Before their depar-
ture the two crews last referred to boarded the Caterina and brought
the personal effects of the sailors ashore. Both vessel and cargo
were totally lost.

November 1.—About 10 a. m., during the prevalence of a high
on-shore wind and rough sea, a power boat with a scow in tow anchored
gear the breakers a mile south-southwest of the Hunniwells Beach

tation.

Realizing the danger to which the position of the vessels exposed
them, and suspecting, moreover, that something was wrong on board,
the station lookout reported them to the keeper. The life-saving
crew launched their power boat to investigate, taking their dory in
tow. When they arrived, they found that the engine of the launch
had become disabled, and that the boat had anchored to keep from
drifting into the breakers. The single person on board had taken
refuge upon the scow, which was loaded with a piano. The vessels
were dragging and just on the edge of the breakers. The life-savers
anchored 100 yards to windward, dropped their dory down with
two men in it, and made a line fast to the scow. ’f‘ﬁe two boats
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were towed into deep water, where the service crew anchored to wait
until the rise of the tide should permit them to get over the bar. As
wind and sea continued to rise rapidly, it was decided, after a short
wait, to risk the passage across the bar regardless of the state of the
tide. The power boat, with its tow, had nearly cleared the bar when
a sea struck the scow and threw it broadside. As the following sea
smashed against it the towing line parted.

The life-savers ran to windward, turned and came back, and after
some maneuvering got another line on board. A safe landing was
made after an hour’s hard pull with power and oars combined. The
keeper states that but for the service power boat the launch and
scow, and possibly the man in charge of them, would have been lost.

November 13.—The 217-ton schooner Maggie Ellen, from Portland,
Me., for New York with a cargo of lumber, was set off her course
by the tide and carried ashore in the late afternoon of this date
on the south side of Fishers Island, N. Y., 3 iles southwesterly
from the Fishers Island Station. She struck fully a quarter of a
mile offshore. An hour or more after the stranding, her crew, who
as yet had failed to displa{) a distress signal, decided to land. While
they were lowering their boat a sea smashed it to pieces. Having
only the one boat, they now concluded to try to attract attention
from the land. Accordingly, they saturated their bedding with oil
and soon had a blaze, which they fed with pieces of lumber.

The signal was discovered at 6.30 p. m. by the surfman on the west
patrol from the station named. The light appeared to the surfman
to be close inshore. The beach apparatus instead of a boat was
therefore taken abreast of the vessef Although it was found that
the schooner was much farther out than the patrolman had supposed,
the keeper made one attempt to put a line across her. As the night
was intensely dark two water lights were set burning to illuminate
the beach. A No. 4 line was fired with a 6-ounce charge of powder.
When it was found that it had fallen short of the mark, the station
crew were dispatched for the surfboat.

A launching was made at 9.40 p. m. Wind and tide favoring them,
the life savers reached the schooner, ran in under her lee, and took
off the five mén composing her crew. As the beach was strewn with -
wreckage, a landing was made with the aid of a water light. The
schooner was floated on the 20th by the tug Tasco after most of her
cargo had been placed aboard a lighter.

November 13—When the schooner Maggie Ellen (see preceding
case) went ashore she unknowingly caused another vessel—the 444-
ton schooner Estelle—to get into danger. The Estelle, bound from
the same port to the same destination, carrying a similar cargo and
the same number of men in her crew, saw tie e signal aboard the
Maggie Ellen, mistook it for the Race Rock Light, ran off her course
and stranded on Fishers Island at 9.40 p. m., three-quarters of a
mile nearer the Fishers Island Station than the place where the
Maggie Ellen lay aground. She struck in the breakers 150 feet from
the beach. There was considerable of a sea running, which set her
to pounding, causing her to leak so seriously that she soon filled.
Her master, thinking she would soon break up, spent no time signal-
ing for assistance, but immediately got away with his crew in a boat.

237056—14——7
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With more discretion than is shown sometimes by mariners in similar
circumstances, the sailors struck out for New London, Conn., instead
of trying to land directly from their ship through the surf. After a
12-mile row they reached the place named, where they reported their
misfortune to a wrecking company.

Owing to the darkness, and to the further circumstance that the
Estelle burned no signal, she was not seen from the life-saving station
until 7.20 a. m. of the 14th, when the lookout discovered her while
taking a look at the Maggie Ellen, farther down the beach. The
station crew went off to her in their surfboat, and found her deserted,
with the wrecking tug Tasco standing by. The tug removed. her
deck load. The schooner was hauled off {y the Tasco on the 15th.

November 18.—At daylight the watch at the Nauset Station
(Mass.) discovered the 204-ton schooner Donna T. Briggs 4 or 5
miles offshore running toward the south in a fresh breeze with her
colors in the rigging union down. The life saving crew ran along-
side a tug on t%leir way to the schooner and learned that she was
aleak. e master of the tug, it seems, had refused to give her a
line, fearing that she would sink on his hands. Indeed, his fears
were well justified, for when the life savers boarded her shortly
after hailing the tug they found her decks nearly awash, and her
crew of six with their personal effects assembled in readiness to
take to their boat. A hasty examination disclosed the most serious
leak in the centerboard box. This the service crew were able to
mend well enough to check the inflow of water appreciably. They
next set to work bailing with pails. The pumps also were kept going,
but the sand with which the vessel was loaded tended to choke them
and impair their effectiveness more or less. The schooner was worked
up on the shoals as far as Handkerchief Lightship, where she
encountered a strong head tide, which again set her leaking seriously.
Fortunately, the revenue cutter Acushnet, which the station keeper
had previously summoned, arrived at this juncture and took the
vessef in tow for Vineyard Haven. The lfe-savers remained on
board until she was safe in harbor, taking the places of her exhausted
crew at the pumps, and performing such other work as the situation
demanded.

November 24.—At about 10 p. m. the barges Pioneer and Typhoon,
of about 400 tons each, being towed by the tug Salutation from New
England ports to Jersey City, N. J., broke adrift in a southwest gale
an(f were swept on the beach three-fourths of a mile west-northwest
of the Point ;Rldith (R. I.) Station.

The barges had been under observation from the station lookout
for three or four hours before they stranded, and it was noticed that
the tug was having difficulty in taking care of them in the storm and
rough sea that prevailed. When it appeared to the watching surfman
that they were in dangerous proximity to the land, the station crew
were aroused. Soon afterwards they were abreast of the barges
with the beach gear.

The first and only shot fired laid a line squarely across both vessels,
which lay 80 yard}; out, secured to each other side by side. The
breeches buoy was soon sent off, but neither of the two men on board
would avail themselves of it. After waiting awhile two surfmen
boarded the inner barge in a dory that had washed ashore from one
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of the vessels, and learned that those whom they would rescue were
of a mind to remain where they were until daylight. The two surfmen
therefore put back ashore, and the life-saving crew returned to their
station, leaving a man to keep watch on the beach.

At dawn the Pioneer, the outermost barge, went to pieces. Having
witnessed her destruction the two men were entirely willing to be
taken ashore. The life-saving crew accordingly land}:ad them in the
breeches buoy, which had been left standing 510 night before. The
barges were valued, together, at $7,500. The Typ%wtm sustained a
loss of $2,000.

November 24.—On the morning of the 23d the 73-ton steamer South
Shore, carrying a crew of 10 men and 4 passengers, cleared from
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., for Grand Marais, in the same State, with a
cargo of merchandise. Headin%ug into the open waters of Lake
Superior after. passing Whitefish Point, she was overtaken by a
heavy northeast gale and thick snowstorm, which drove her to head
for shelter at Caribou Island, some 45 miles distant. By midnight,
when she was probably 25 miles northeast of Grand Marais, the cease«
less pounding of boarding seas had partially wrecked her wheelhouse,
stove in her after cabin, and extinguished her fires, leaving her prac-
tically a water-logged wreck. Thus crippled, she drifted before the
gale until about midforenoon of the 24th with her ¢rew working des-
perately at the pumps.

Shortly after 8 a. m., of the last-mentioned date, the weather
having cleared, the helpless steamer was discovered by the lookout
of the Grand Marais Station, 10 miles offshore toward the northeast.
No distress signal could be observed aboard her, but the station
keeper decided nevertheless that she was in trouble, and put off to
her with his crew in the power lifeboat. On their arrival alongside
after a hard fight against wind and sea, five members of the boat’s
crew went on board and took a hand in jettisoning the cargo, working
the pumps, and assisting in other labor being put forth by the ex-
hausted sailors in their efforts to save the vessel. As the endeavors
of the additional force from the powerboat did not materially improve
the outlook for getting the steamer into a harbor, all hands were
finally taken off and brought ashore.

After the steamer was abandoned she drifted to within 300 feet of
the beach several miles west of the station and sank in 12 feet of
water. On the 25th, and again on December 5, the life-saving crew
visited her, recovering two small yawlboats, a life raft, a number of
cork jackets, and some of her cargo, having a value all told of about
$200.

December 9.—About 7.30 a. m. the keeper of the Nauset (Mass.)
Station received a telephone message from the keeper of the Pamet
River Station stating that a schooner had passed the station first«
named, going south, with her sails blown away and her colors flying in
the rigging, union down. It appears that owing to the darkness the
vessel had gone by the Pamet lglver Station unobserved, but that she
had been discovered from said station later, and the news sent down
the service telephone line. The wind was blowing strong from the
west-northwest, and there was a very high sea running. The life-
saving crew at Cahoons Hollow, the next station southward from
Pamet River, tried to launch their boat as the vessel swept past,
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but the state of the sea prevented them from %etting off the beach.
Upon receiving the message referred to the life-savers at Nauset
hauled their Monomoy surf boat down to the water in readiness.to
intercept the vessel. At a favorable opportunity after she appeared
they were able to put off and board her. They found her to %e the
204-ton schooner Lavolta, with a crew of five. She had a cargo of
molding sand, which she was taking to Boston from Clinton Point,
N. Y. Her sails were in ribbons and her gaffs and booms broken.
In the words of the station keeper, she was a bad looking wreck.
When the service crew boarded her the master had decided to beach
her. The keeper had already sent for a revenue cutter, and while
waiting for her to come the life-savers kept the vessel before the
wind under bare poles. They found a lee off Chatham, where the
anchors were let go to await the arrival of the revenue vessel. At 3

. m. the cutter Androscoggin appeared and took the schooner in tow
or Provincetown. The water was so rough on the trip along Cape Cod
that the waves broke over the schooner continually, doing consider-
able damage on board. The life-savers who had remained on the
vessel assiduously employed themselves at the pumps and in securing
the wreckage torn loose by the seas. After rounding Race Point the
schooner made better weather of it and was soon in port. The service
crew remained by her until the following morning, in the meantime
having pumped her out and cleared up her decks.

December 10.—On the morning of the 9th the steamer H. 8. Pick-
ands towing the lumber-laden barges C. G. King and Donaldson from
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, to Cleveland, Obio, put into Tawas Bay, on
the west shore of Lake Huron, for shelter during a heavy southwest
gale. On the morning of the 10th a signal was displayed from one
of the vessels, evidently to summon_ assistance from the Tawas
(Mich.) Life-Saving Station, about 4 miles to the east.

There was too much ice in the bay to permit the use of the power
surfboat. The service crew therefore launched their Beebe-Mc-
Lellan surfboat. As it was out of the question to get around Tawas
Point under oars in the gale and sea that prevailed, they fastened
a long line to their boat and, some lighthouse employees and fishermen
assisting, hauled it along inside the bar to the point, with the keeper
and a surfman on board to keep it off the beach. Arriving at the
point, they proceeded in their boat across the bay to where the steamer
and her barges lay.

All three vessels were found to be leaking. The Pickands and the
King were in no immediate danger, as their pumps were in good
working order. The Donaldson, however, had 9 feet of water in her
hold, her pumps being out of repair. An engineer, transferred from
the Pickands, soon repaired the barge’s disabled pumps. The station
crew then went aboard and operated them for 6 hours, lowering the
water 7 feet.

On the morning of the 13th distress signals called the life-saving
crew again to the vessels. This time the keeper had to engage a
team to haul the surfboat to Tawas City, a distance of 7 miles, it
being impossible, on account of the ice, to launch anywhere nearer
the station. The barges were still aleak and their masters declined
to venture out into the open lake in tow of the Pickands. They
insisted on having a wrecking tug called to take them to their dest-
nation. They and the master of the steamer were accordingly
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carried ashore to commupnicate with the owners. The wrecking tug
Reid appeared on the 14th and took the barges away. '

December 10.—At 2 a. m. a telephone message was received at the
South Chicago (Ill.) Station saying that the tug William H. was
ashore at Whiting, Ind., about 6 miles southeast of the station, with
a line in her wheel. The life-saving crew promptly responded in
their power lifeboat. On reaching the vessel they went alongside in
their surfboat, which they had taken along in tow, and were informed
by the master that he wanted the services of a tug. They went
ashore to procure the assistance desired, but could find nobody willing
to undertake the work of releasing the vessel in the darkness and the
heavy surf that prevailed. On their return to the tug after their
fruitless quest for help they tried unsuccessfully to induce the three
men on board toleave. Asnothing more could be done for the present
they returned to their station. The wind having increased and the
surf become heavier by daylight, they put off to the tug again at
8 a. m. Anchoring the power boat outside as before, they ran in.
and brought away two men—all that were then on board. It appears
that the master landed in a yawl boat sometime between the two
visits of the life-saving crew. The tug was totally lost.

December 11.—About 9 a. m. the 287-ton schooner Carrie A.
Bucknam, from Stockton, Me., for New York, with a load of lumber,
and carrying a crew of 5, was sighted 44 miles southeast of the
Chatham (Mass.) station, flying a distress signal. She was apparently
leaving her anchorage, where she had been lﬁing for several hours.

After sending a call for a revenue cutter the station keeper launched
the Monomoy surfboat, and with his crew boarded the vessel. He
found that she had broken her windlass. The life-saving crew
raised her anchor, got her under way, and, with a signal set for a
cutter, proceeded south in a fresh westerly wind. About 4 p. m.,
when the schooner was a few miles west of Handkerchief Lightship,
the cutter Androscoggin overhauled her. It took nearly four hours to
get the cutter’s hawser on board. While this work was under wa,
the master of the schooner became afraid that he would go on Hand-
kerchief Shoals. To allay his fears a kedge anchor was run out.
This failed to hold. A vessel anchor was thereupon dropped over-
board with better results, serving to hold the schooner until the
towing hawser could be brought into play.

The cutter and schooner remained at anchor until the morning of
the 12th, when, a gale having risen, they took shelter in Vineyard
Sound. They lay there until the morning of the 13th waiting for
the blow to subside. At 8 a. m. of the last-mentioned date the revenue
cutter Acushnet appeared, and took the vessel in tow for New Bedford,
Mass. The llfe-savh‘l}{g’_lfrew remained on board the schooner until she
was safe in port. ile performing duty in this case they were
absent from their station 48 hours, several of which were spent in
freezing weather and high seas, running hawsers, raising anchors,
transporting men between schooner and cutters, etc.

December 24.—About 5 a. m. a surfman covering the patrol west
from the Eatons Neck (N. Y.) Station in a gale and thick snowstorm
caught the glimmer of a light offshore. He burned a signal, but,
getting no answering sign, concluded that the light was aboard a



102 ANNUAL REPORT UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

vessel at anchor. On his retuin to the station he reported his dis-
covery to the keeper. The life-saving crew went to the beach to
investigate, and were able to discern through the snow the outlines
of a vessel lying in the breakers something like 150 yards from the
shore. As the water was very rough, the keeper decided that the
work of rescue evidently ahead called for the use of the breeches buoy
rather than a boat. The crew were accordingly dispatched to the
gtation for the necessary gear. The first and only line sent out fell
across the vessel just abaft of the mainmast, catching in the main
rigging a few feet above the deck. Nothing interfered seriously with
the setting up and working of the apparatus, and the three men com-
posing the ship’s company were soon safe on the land.

As the sailors, previous to their rescue, had been fearful that the
ship would go to pieces under them, they made no attempt to save
their personal belongings. Surfmen Terry and Van Dyke volunteered
to go out and get their property. By this time the vessel had worked
80 %ar along the beach as to bring in contact with the main boom the
hawser carrying the buoy. This circumstance operated to interruﬁt
the outgoing trip of the two surfmen, for on reaching the end of the
boom they were compelled to leave the buoy and crawl on board
over the swaying length of the big spar. They faced a doubly haz-
ardous ordeal wien they returned to the buoy burdened with suit-
cases containing the sailors’ effects. Nevertheless, they accomplished
the passage without mishap. They remained on the boom in immi-
nent peril of their lives until the buoy came back for them after it had
been hauled ashore with the baggage.

The vessel in this case proved to be the 86-ton schooner Copy.
She left Greenport, N. Y., for Port Johnson, N. J., on the afternoon
of the 23d. In the early morning of the 24th she lost her bearings
in a snowstorm and brought up on the beach, as already shown.
She was abandoned after being stripped.

December 24.—While making her way up along the New Jersey
coast in a thick snowstorm on the night of December 23-24, the
4,961-ton British steamer Turralba, from Jamaica, W. 1., for New
York City, with a cargo of bananas and general merchandise, got off
her course and stranded on the south end of Little E arbor
Shoals, 14 miles offshore and 3% miles eastward from the Brigantine
(N. J.) Station. She carried a crew of 86 men and 75 passengers.

About 4.30 a. m. of the 24th, half an hour after the steamer struck,
her lights were discovered by the south patrol from the Little Beach
Station. She showed no distress signals, but as her lights remained
stationary the patrolman concluded that she was on the shoals.
He therefore hastened back to his station and reported his discovery
to the keeper. News of the stranding was soon passed along the
gervice telephone line. -

The crews of four life-saving stations—Brigantine, Little Beach,
Little Egg, and Atlantic City—set out to the assistance of the vessel.
The Brigantine crew was earliest on the scene of the disaster, and
performed the bulk of the assistance rendered by the life-savin,
corps. Owing to weather conditions the three other crews reache
the steamer tardily and only after a most disheartening struggle
against wind and tide, in which their boats were seriously damaged,
and the lives of some of them endangered.
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The Brigantine crew proceeded in their power surfboat to Little
Eg%) Harbor Inlet by the inside route, and thence out through the
harbor entrance. Reaching the vessel, they tried first to run in on
her starboard side. Finding it impossible to get near her from
that quarter, they swung around and ran before the sea preparatory
to another attempt from a different direction. While maneuvering
for the second venture alongside, a big comber broke over them,
filling their boat to the gunwales. The craft quickly freed itself,
however, thanks to its self-bailing quality, and they finally made
the port side of the ship, getting in under her bow. :

The keeper went aboard, and found that the master, Capt. Lindsay,
had already sent a wireless call for help. The passengers, who it
a];l)pears were in a state of considerable uneasiness, insisted that
the life-savers stand by them. They were much relieved when the
keeper stated that he would remain aboard ship, coupled with the
assurance that they were in no immediate danger.

As the boat’s crew lay by the steamer rising and falling with the
ocean swell, they found themselves in a position of great danger.
The seas, which seemed to bombard them from every direction,
repeatedly filled their boat. Indeed, they had all they could do to
fend off from the larger vessel and keep from being washed over-
board. As it was evigent that they would be unable long to prevent
the destruction of their craft, the ship’s crew let down a boat tackle
and hoisted them out of the water. This action itself came near
resulting disastrously. In the ascent a sea sent the boat crashing
against the side of the steamer, nearly capsizing it. The keeper
states that it was only by the narrowest chance that some of the
oarsmen were not severely injured or thrown into the water.

At 7 p. m. the revenue cutter Seneca anchored about a mile outside
and sent a boat in to the steamer. Capt. Lindsay was strongly of a
mind to send the passengers aboard the cutter at once. The keeper
and the officer in command of the cutter’s boat convinced him,
however, of the wisdom of waiting until the morrow, and for better
weather.

The work of taking the passengers off was begun at daybreak of the
25th, the Brigantine crew in their boat, and two boats’ crews from
the cutter, participating in the transfer. The Little Beach and
Little Egg station crews appeared about 8 a. m., and assisted in
getting baggage and mail from the steamer to the cutter. At 10.30
a. m. the Seneca set out for New York.

The Turrialba was floated by a wrecking company on the morning
of the 27th and taken in tow for New York. The only damage she
suffered was the loss of her rudder and an injury to her propeller.
Part of her cargo was thrown overboard, but the loss so incurred
could not be ascertained.

December 27.—The 584-ton, 4-masted schooner Savannah, bound
from Jacksonville, Fla., to Portland, Me., with a cargo of pine lumber,
and carrying a crew of nine men all told, stranded about noon of
this date on the western edge of Frying Pan Shoals, coast of North
Carolina, in a westerly gale and thick weather. Vessel and cargo,
valued, together, at more than $40,000, were totally lost. )
ship’s crew, however, were saved by the crews of the Cape Fear and
Oak Island Stations.



104 ANNUAL REPORT UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

As the schooner lay on the shoals, with the mountainous seas
smashing against and over her, she was discovered by Keeper Brink-
man of ﬁle station first named. To make sure that she was aground
the keeper climbed the Cape Fear light tower to get a look at her
through a spyglass. On leaving the tower he asked the light keeper
to set a signal, which, according to a previous understanding, would
convey to the station crew at Oak Island and to the revenue cutter
Seminole the information that a vessel was in trouble offshore.

The Cape Fear crew put off the beach in their surfboat without
loss of time, and covered the 8 miles to the schooner in two and a
half hours. The Oak Island crew also appeared about the same time
in their power lifeboat. It was agreed that Keeper Brinkinan
should undertake the work of rescue, a boat under oars being more
readily and safely handled than a power boat in broken water about
a wreck. This arrangement was duly carried out, the Oak Island
crew standing by, reagy to assist their comrades should the surfboat
meet with misfortune while alongside. “After a hard battle with
wind and sea,” says Keeper Brinkman in his report, ‘“we took the
captain and eight men off.”

he rescue accomplished, the sailors were transferred to the
power boat, which thereupon proceeded ashore with the surfboat in
tow. .
The ship’s crew were cared for at the Oak Island Station until
the following morning, when they were placed aboard the Seminole,
which had appeared off the station during the night. The cutter
and two tugs attempted to float the schooner, but without success.

December 28.—About 3.40 a.m. the 2,184-ton, 4-masted British bark
Torrisdale, bound from Antofagasta, Chile, to Astoria, Oreg., in
ballast, stranded on the south spit near the rocks of the jetty on
the lower side of the entrance to Grays Harbor, Wash. The bark,
nearing the end of a 7,000-mile voyage, had hauled in toward the
shore early in the night of the 27th on the lookout for a tug or a
pilot. Failing to pick up either, she put to sea again. During the
night a gale rose, with squalls veering from south to southwest and
westerly, accompanied by a very high sea. To keep off the land,
the bark put on all the sail she could carry, but when the lookout
reported Grays Harbor Light it was found that current, leeway, and
seas combined were carrying her toward the beach. The sails were
set to wear ship in an effort to get out of danger, but the gale blew
them away, leaving the vessel helpless. Her anchors were let go,
but they failed to hold and she was swept into the breakers. She
struck below the jetty six or seven hundred yards offshore, and soon
careened until she lay on her beam ends. Her crew attempted to
get away in their boats, which, however, were rendered useless b,
the seas before they could be launched. Life belts were served to a
of the 30 persons on board, rockets were fired, and prayers were
offered up for the deliverance of the imperiled company.

The bark’s signals being observed by the patrol from the Grays
Harbor Station, the life-saving crew promptly launched their Do
bins boat and proceeded down the harbor toward the entrance.
After they had passed Point Chehalis it was seen that the vessel
lay on the south side of the jetty rocks. As it would have been
sheer madness to try to reach her in the prevailing state of the sea
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by rounding the outer end of the jetty, they anchored their boat
inshore near the point, landed, and crossed over the jetty to the
beach below. They found the bark lying on her starboard side,
with what was left of her rigging projecting out almost horizontally
over the water. Her crew could be seen huddled together aft on
the upper side of the hull.

After a hasty survey of the situation the keeper dispatched his
men to the station for beach gear and surfboat. The first attempt
made to reach the vessel was by line—a No. 7, fired with 8 ounces
of powder. When the line was observed to fall far short of its
object, the life-savers turned to their boat. It was out of the ques-
tion to %0 alongside the exposed bottom of the wreck, and equally
impossible to run close in on the opposite side amidst the thrashing
débris of her rig%'.ng. As the situation stood, there was nothing for
the sailors to do but leave their refuge on the upturned hull, clamber
down the steeply sloping wave-swept deck, crawl out along .one of
the masts, and drop down into the waiting surfboat. This they
did, one by one, until all had been taken off. Three trips between
ship and shore were required to complete the rescue. The bark was
totally lost.

January 16.—While trying to pick up Seguin Island (Me.) Light,
in thick weather on the morning of this date the 149-ton British
schooner B. B. Hardwick, bound %rom Boston, Mass., to Weymouth,
Nova Scotia, in ballast, lost her bearings and struck hard and fast
on Fullers Rock, 4} miles southwest of the Hunniwells Beach( Me.)
Station. The schooner carried a crew of six, and one passenger.

The master immediately set a light signal, which, as was after-
wards learned, burned for half an hour. The schooner could not
have been seen from the station, however, in any event, owing to
the fact that an island intervened. In fact, the only place within
the scope of the station from which she could have been observed
at all, even in clear weather, was the farthest limit of the west patrol.
Reaching the end of his beat about 5 a. m., covering the’ patrol indi-
cated, the No. 1 surfman from the station named saw the schooner’s
flare dimly through the darkness and mist. He watched it for a
few moments, and, as it was small and burned steadily, concluded
that it was an ordinary steamer’s light. Nevertheless, fully to
assure himself, he climbed a near-by hill, thinking to get a better
view of the light; but when he reached the eminence and turned
to look seaward it had vanished, having disappeared, as he thought,
beyond Cape Small Point. )

Although the surfman did not interpret the light as a distress
signal, the matter was mentioned to the station crew at breakfast.
Some time during the morning the keeper, with glass in hand, went
up on a high hill near the station, and through a rift in the mist
caught the outlines of a vessel off to the southwest standing motion-
less and with sails set. He concluded that it was the vessel whose
light the surfman had seen, and that she was aground.

The life-saving crew were soon alongside in their power boat.
They found the schooner high on the rocks. As she was making
no water, and did not appear to be badly damaged, the chances
seemed good for saving her on the following high tide. The master
was taken ashore to communicate with his owners, and a call was
sent for the revenue cutter Woodbury.
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The tug Ariel appeared on the scene at noon, and at 4 p. m. the
Woodbury arrived. Efforts to float the vessel were promptly begun
and prosecuted with small promise of success until the afternoon of
the 17th, when bad weather compelled a cessation of work. The
weather having moderated by the afternoon of the 20th, arrange-
ments were made to renew operations the next day. During the
night, however, a heavy southerly storm arose, accompanied by a
tremendous tide and sea, and at dawn of the 21st the waves were
making a clear breach over the schooner.

Just before high water the station keeper, watching the vessel
from the hill previously mentioned, saw her come free and float
away from the rock. The life-saving crew at once launched a boat
and reported the keeper’s discovery to the commanding officer of
the Woodbury. The cutter overhauled the vessel, and with the aid
of the station crew took her in tow for Portland. Although her
decks were awash and she was practically in a sinking condition, the
cutter brought her safe into port.

January 28.—By the prompt and effective work of the life-saving
<crew at Point Reyes, Cal., 21 men composing the crew of the 377-ton
coasting steamer Samoa were saved from death in the breakers on
the forenoon of this date when the vessel named ran ashore in a
dense fog. Keeper Hunt of the Point Reyes station heard the Samoa
whistling as she made her way slowly down the coast in the impene-
trable mist. A series of blasts frauntically blown about 8 o’clock,
when she was 600 yards south of the station, conveyed to the life-
saving crew the information that she was in trouble. The keeper
ran down to the beach to ascertain the steamer’s position, and his
men followed him with the breeches-buoy gear.

Shortly after the life savers arrived abreast of the steamer the fog
lifted a little, disclosing her, bow on, in the breakers about 300 yards
off the beach. The seas were sweeping entirely over her and the
inshore surf was already filled with wreckage from her riven deckload
of lumber. The first shot-line sent out fell squarely across her, but
slid down the forestay and no one on board was able to get it. The
second line the sailors caught, but lost. On the third attempt, how-
ever, the line dropped easily within their reach.: As nothing further
transpired to interfere with the work in hand the entire ship’s crew
were soon safe ashore.

Although this rescue was made without mishap the rescuers
worked under considerable difficulty. Keeper Hunt states in his
report that the reason nobody was lost or seriously injured by wreck-
age was due largely to the assistance given his crew by farmers of the
neighborhood. They helped to haul the breeches buoy to and fro,
thereby relieving two surfmen. These took position near the water.
As the buoy neared the beach on its shoreward trips they rushed
into the surf, met it, and returned with it to land, protecting the
occupants from being struck by the lumber thrown up by the combers.
‘The Samoa and her cairgo, valued together at $39,000, were totally lost.

February 9.—About 4 p. m., the Fort Point (Cal.) life-saving crew
gicked up in mid-channel off Presidio beach a hydro-aeroplane
elonging to Mr. Adolph Sutro.
It apﬁears that the person named had been making a test flight
before the Pacific Aero Club. One of the tests required the machine
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to al;l.grl;t on a given spot in San Francisco Bay, then resume its flight.
The first part of the test was successfully made, but when it came to
rising again the aeroplane’s self-starting device failed to work, and
the aviator found himself at the mercy of the ebb tide. He was res-
cued, however, by a small boat. The station crew arrived after he
was taken off, but in time, nevertheless, to save his machine, which
they took in tow for its hangar at Harbor View.

Ig;'ief accounts of two other accidents to this aeroplane appear far-
ther on in this chapter undsr dates of March 21 and May 11.

February 13.—The 54-ton tug Blanche, towing barge No. 1 of the
Rockport Granite Co., from Boston for Rockport, Mass., lost her
bearings in a fog when about halfway toward her destination and
afterwards stranded on the northeast end of Kettle Island Bar 3
miles south-southwest of the Gloucester (Mass.) station. Half an
hour or so after she went ashore the crew of the station were alongside
in their power lifeboat. The chance of saving her seemed small.
The station keeper put four men on board, however, to assist in the
efforts being made by her crew to free her of water. Some time
later the tug Eweleth, which the keeper had sent for before leavin
shore, arrived. The service crew ran lires from the Ewveleth to bot
the Blanche and the barge, and they were taken in tow for Gloucester,
the life-savers accompanying them. While the vessels were en route
for a harbor the Blanche was momentarily in danger of sinking, but
the surfmen kept her fires going, and worked at her pump and with
buckets to such purpose that she was finally made fast to a wharf
at the place above mentioned. As her firemen had deserted her
when she stranded, the keeper and some members of his crew remained
by her until she was hauled out on the ways the next day for repairs.
SKe suffered damage amounting to $1,000.

February 14.—About 9 a. m., the 1,102-ton steamer Seminole,
bound from San Francisco to Sacramento, Cal., and the 682-ton
stern-wheel steamer H. J. Corcoran, bound from Selby, Cal., to San
Francisco, collided half a mile east of Angel Island, San Francisco
Bay, in a dense fog. Both vessels were totally lost. The Seminole
carried a crew of 40 men and 50 passengers, but no cargo; the Cor-
coran a crew of 43 and a general cargo, valued at $69,000. The
gropert- loss resulting from this disaster amounted to $304,000, the

eminole having been valued at $115,000 and the Corcoran at $120,000.
Both vessels turned bottom up following the collision, but not until
all on board except two members of the crew of the last-named vessel
had been rascued by the gasoline tug Maryland and the steamer Napa
Valley, which were in the vicinity. It is stated that the rescue was
accomplished with no little danger, owing to the fact that the stricken
vessels settled rapidly.

After the Seminoi,e turned over she drifted away and sank near
Alcatras Island. The Corcoran was lost in the fog and carried sea-
ward by the ebb tide. Her whereabouts were not known until she
was discovered off Lime Point by the keeper of the Lime Point fog-
signal station, and the fact reported to the Fort Point Life-Saving
Station, on the opposite side of Golden Gate.

The life-saving crew promptly crossed over the bay entrance to the
Corcoran in their power lifeboat and found her drfting along with
four of her boats in tow fast to her rudders, and another boat standing



108 ANNUAL REPORT UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

by with two of her crew in it. All five boats were towed to the Foit
Point Station, the life saving crew from Point Bonita assisting.
The two men were taken aboard the Fort Point power boat and later
transferred to the revenue cutter Golden Gate. Before leaving the
Corcoran the life-saving crews carried a wire hawser from the tug
Pilot and fastened it with great difficulty to the capsized vessel. The
tug then towed her into port. It was found, however, that she was
not worth saving.

In addition to the services performed by the two station crews
as above set forth, they picked up seven 100-gallon drums filled with
distillate (part of the Corcoran’s cargo) and towed them to the Fort
Point Station. :

February 18.—The 1,104-ton schooner Montrose W. Houck,from Port
Tampa, Fla., to Baltimore, Md., with a cargo of phosphate rock,
misstayed, dragged her anchors, and went ashore a third of a mile
east of the Paul Gamiels Hill (N.C.) Station. Her crew of nine men
were rescued by a boat’s crew of surfmen from the Paul Gamiels Hill,
Caffeys Inlet, and Kitty Hawk Stations, after a hard battle in a fresh
‘wind, strong current, and high sea. The vessel and her cargo, having
a combined value of $70,000, were totally lost.

About 1.30 a. m. the north patrol from the first-named station
discovered the schooner near the beach and heading directly on shore.
The patrol burned a warning signal and the vessel anchored. On
learning of her dangerous proximity to the land, Keeper Harris sent a
telephone call for a revenue cutter in the hope of getting assistance
in time to prevent her from coming ashore. Sometime during the
forenoon an International Code signal was displayed aboard the
schooner asking for assistance. Soon after the signal went up the
vessel began to drag. She stranded about 11.45 a. m. 500 yards
from the beach.

After calling up the two adjacent stations, Keeper Harris hauled
his beach apparatus and surfboat abreast of the vessel. An attempt
was promptly made by him to put a No. 7 shot line over her, using
6 ounces of powder. The shot fell short. By this time the two
other life-saving crews previously mentioned arrived. As the great
distance between the schooner and the shore rendered the prospect
of effecting a rescue by the medium of line communication extremely
uncertain, the life-savers now resorted to a surfboat, and to such good
purpose that the shipwrecked sailors were soon safely landed.

February 18.—The 431-ton schooner Advent, from Santa Rosalia,
Mexico. to Coos Bay, Oreg., in ballast, was discovered by the lookout
of the Coos Bay Station at 9 a. m. trying to get in over the Coos Bay
bar. A few minutes after she started in the wind died down and she
set to drifting toward the breakers on the south spit.

The life-saving crew, in their power lifeboat, overhauled her after
a 3%-mile run, finding her 600 yards out of the channel and about the
same distance off shore, her head to the sea and both anchors out.
After some maneuvering the power boat got close enough to take off
her crew of eight. They refused, however, to abandon the vessel. The
life-savers thereupon tried to pass a line to them, but th=y were too
greatly excited to understand what was wanted of them. The
lifeboat in the meantime was swept out of the lee of the schooner,
and the station crew were compelled to leave the locality to avoid
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a capsize. As the lifeboat started away, the keeper shouted a
warning to the ¢rew of the vessel not to try to launch a boat, promis-
ing to return for them later in the day on the slack of the tide. Ac-
cordingly, when the tide favored, the life-savers went back to the
vessel and took the men off. On the morning of the 19th the Advent
broke up.

February 21.—Shortly after noon the lookout of the Hunniwells
Beach (Me.) Station observed a piece of white cloth flying from a boat
2 miles offshore in Sheepscot Bay and some 3 miles from the station
in an easterly direction. The boat—a gasoline fishing launch—had
been under observation from the station tower for some time, and
when the signal referred to was raised the lookout suspected that
she was in trouble. While he watched her through his glass she drifted
behind an island. )

Without delay the life-saving crew (f)ut out after her in their power
surfboat. Overtaking her, they found that she had lost her propeller.
She had no anchor and but one oar on board, and her two occupants
were entirely at the mercﬁf wind and tide, which were sweeping
them rapidly out to sea. ey told their rescuers that they did not
understand how they were discovered and overtaken so quickly after
they set up a distress signal. As the launch was a frai? and unsea-
worthy craft, they would undoubtedly have been lost but for the
timely appearance of the station crew.

February 22.—The launch Majestic, of Newburyport, Mass., was
seen by members of the Newburyport life-saving crew to leave harbor
about noon, bound for the Isles of Shoals on a fishing trip. It was
known that her engine was not in first-class condition. Therefore,
as the sea was quite rough, the station crew kept her under close
observation after she passed out through the entrance of the Merrimac
River. About 1 o’clock, when she was 24 miles northeast of the sta-
tion and 14 miles offshore, she was seen to hoist a garment on an oar.
On going to her in their Race Point surfboat the station crew found
that her batteries had given out, leaving the engine dead and the boat
helpless. Fifteen minutes after their arrival the Salisbury Beach
Station crew, who had also seen the launch’s distress signal, appeared
on the scene. The two boats passed lines to the launch and took her
in tow. Knowing that it would be out of the question safely to pass
the Merrimac River bar with the tide near ebb, the two station keepers
decided to try to get into Hampton River, 5 miles away. On reaching
the entrance of the river last mentioned, they found the surf on its
bar very rough. They crossed over, nevertheless. The force of the
outrunning tide prevented them from continuing directly on up-
stream, so they found a comparatively safe anchorage in a slue some
distance south of the harbor. The Newburyport crew left the two
other boats there. passed out over the bar, and returned to their
station. Some time after dark, the tide favoring, the crew that had
remained with the launch set out for the harbor, a mile distant.
Passing safely by the rocks and shoals found on the way, both boats
were soon out of danger.

February 22.—The 3,526-ton Dutch steamer American, bound from
Antwerp, Belgium, to Philadelphia, Pa., in ballast, with a crew of 37
men, lost her way in a fog off the coast of New Jersey, and a stron
south-southeast gale swept her on a shoal three-quarters of a mile o
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the beach and the same distance east of the Sea Isle City (N. J.)
Station. The stranding took place at 1.30 p. m. The steamer
promptly flew a distress signal, which was discovered from the station
named. The life-saving crew boarded her in their surfboat, and after
an interview with her master, put back for the shore and sent a call
for a revenue cutter and a wrecking tug. They then returned to the
vessel and remained on board over night. At daylight of the 23d
the cutter Mohawk arrived. The Sea Isle City Station crew, assisted
by the station crew from Townsend Inlet, ran the necessary lines, and
twice during the day, at high tide, the cutter endeavored to pull the
steamer off. On the second attempt, made in the evening, the cutter
succeeded in moving her out of her bed, but failed to get her afloat.
She was hauled off, however, by the wrecking tug Rescue on the
morning of the 24th. She was only slightly damaged. '

February 27.—The case of the schooner Zaccheus Sherman, set forth
here, furnishes a good illustration of the difficulties sometimes encoun-
tered by the crews of the service in establishing and maintaining
communication with wrecked vessels lying several hundred yards
offshore.

Caught in a fierce southerly gale while beating up the North Caro-
lina coast from Port Royal, S. C., for New York, with a cargo of
lumber, the schooner named, a 767-ton vessel, carrying a crew of
eight men, was swept ashore on the night of this date 2 miles south
by east of the Gull Shoal (N. C.) Station, taking bottom in the
breakers 400 yards from the beach. She was discovered by the south

atrol from tlZe station named, and three life-saving crews—from the
ull Shoal, Chicamacomico, and Little Kinnakeet stations—went to
her assistance with the breeches buoy gear.

After much difficulty, due principally to the darkness of the night
and to the swiftness of a longshore current, which interfered with the
work of getting lines to the vessel, the apparatus was set up.

Owing to the distance at which the schooner lay from the beach,
the three station keepers present decided that the life car offered a
better means of effecting a rescue than did the breeches buoy.
Accordingly, some time after the corps arrived abreast of the vessel
a team was dispatched to the Gull Shoal Station for a car. As a
measure of precaution—well taken, as it proved—the Gull Shoal
surfboat was also brought to the beach.

Two trips between ship and shore were made by the car without
accident, three sailors coming in on the first trip and two on the
second. As the car was traveling seaward for the third time the
whipline was parted by the strain of current and surf.

Convinced that the three men still on the schooner would not be
equal to their part of the task of putting the lines again in position,
the life-savers now launched the surfboat and completed the rescue.

The keeper of the Gull Shoal Station, who was in charge of the corps
at this wreck, was called upon to explain why the ship’s crew were
not all landed in the two trips made by the life car, which would have
obviated the use of a boat, and avoided subjecting to extra hazard
both those who manned the boat and the men still on the vessel when
the whipline parted. In his letter of explanation the keeper says:

I wrote on the car for four men to get into it, and the message was understood by the

wrecked crew, but not being in the habit of coming ashore in a boat like the life car
they decided that three men was a load. T made signals for four, but the only reply
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-was to haul away. This we did. When the car reached the beach I was informed
that three men were all that would get in it at one time. The captain—a very large
man—was barefooted and suffering so much from swollen feet that he could not help
himself very well. So he and one man got in the car for the second trip. I again
signaled for more men to get in, but they again signaled to haul ashore, whicg we dﬁ?

March 6.—About 1 o’clock p. m. the lookout of the Parramore Beach

(Va.) Station reported that a vessel several miles off shore to the south-
east had carried away her masts. The station crew launched their
surfboat and boarded the vessel to find that she was the schooner
Sada, of 56 tons, bound from the James River, Va., to Little Egg
Harbor, N. J., with a cargo of oysters. She carried a crew of five
men. Both the master and the mate had been injured by the falling
of the masts, the master seriously. As the two men were in urgent
need of medical attention, it was decided to take all hands ashore,
leaving the schooner at anchor. Four miles from the land the boat’s
crew, nearly exhausted from battling against a strong head wind and
a choppiy_'I sea, and their boat aleak, were overhauled and given a tow
by the Hog Island Station crew in their power lifeboat. When the
two boats were within a mile of the beach the crew from the Wacha-
preague Station, in their power lifeboat, met them and took the master
and mate of the Sada on board. After towing the surfboat to land,
the Wachapreague crew set out with the two injured persons on a
9-mile trip to Wachapreague City, Va. An examination made by a

hysician at this place showed t{nat the master had sustained some
ractured ribs, besides internal injuries. The mate, however, was
less seriously hurt.

On the morning of the 7th the revenue cutter Onondaga, which the
keeper of the Parramore Beach Station had summoned, appeared and
toolF() the Sada in tow for Norfolk, the three sailors brought ashore on
the previous day accompanying her. .

March 18.—About 6 p. m., during the prevalence of a northeast
gale, the watch of the Sullivans Island (S. C.) Station called the atten-
tion of the keeper to the peculiar actions of a motor boat 2 or 3 miles
to the southwest. The life-saving crew put off in the Monomoy surf-
boat and overhauled the launch (named the Surprise) just as she was
about to drift upon a surf-beaten shore. She had broken her rudder
and lost her anchor, and but for the timely arrival of the life-saving
crew would have been wrecked, probably with the loss of her four
occupants, two of whom were women. The service crew took the two
women into their boat and loaned the men an oar to steer with upon
their assurance that they would be able to work in under the lee of
a point of land half a mile distant. The women were taken to the
station, and their friends, as well as the owner of the disabled launch, |
were notified of what had occurred. A private craft came to the
assistance of the launch and towed it to safety.

March 21.—In the early morning of this date four fishermen in a
launch put out from Sandusky, Ohio, to lift their nets. While they
were at their work a fierce gale rose and drove them rapidly offshore.
Their perilous situation was discovered by a resident of Kelleys
Island, who telephoned the news to the Marblehead (Ohio) Station,
giving the approximate position of the launch.

As the force of the gale was such as to prevent the launching of a
boat from the station, the keeper sought the services of a tug to carry
him and a crew to the rescue. After some delay he found a man in
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Sandusky—Capt. Tyre, of the tug Olcott—willing to venture out in-
quest of the imperiled men. The Olcott picked up the life-saving crew
at Marblehead at 2 p. m. The rescuing party overhauled the launch
10 miles northeast of the life-saving station, finding the fishermen
thoroughly exhausted from their efforts to keep afloat and in despair
of being saved. The Oleott towed the launch back to Sandusky.
Twice on the way in the towline parted, but each time the launch
was recovered. ‘

The keeper praises the self-sacrificing spirit shown by Capt. Tyre
in answering, in the height of a storm so severe, the call made upon
him for assistance.

March 21.—The Fort Point (Cal.) life-saving crew rendered assist-
ance to a type of craft rarely mentioned in service casualty reports
when the hydro-aeroplane Sutro suffered a capsize on the afternoon of
this date a mile nortﬂ of their station.

The Sutro left her hangar at Harbor View, San Francisco Bay,
%l}(l)ted by A. G. Sutro and carrying a passenger named H. L. Jones.

ile skimming along on the surface of the water preparatory to an
ascent, her pontoons struck the swell from the steamer Salatis, caus-
ing her to roll and tilting her planes to such an extent that the wind,
which was blowing about 18 miles an hour, caught underneath
them, and turned her over. Sutro endeavored unsuccessfully to
avert the impending catastrophe by climbing out along the weather
plane. The machine turned bottom up, but both men scrambled
through the rigging uninjured, and took refuge on the bottoms of the
air chambers, which kept the craft afloat.

The station lookout witnessed the accident, and the life-saving
crew promptly launched their power lifeboat to the rescue. They
reached the scene of the casualty in six minutes,but a boat from the
Salatis had already picked up :he aviators. The two men were trans-
ferred to the service boat, which, with the assistance of the Coast
Artillery tug Capt. Gregory, took the Sutro back to its hangar.

March 27.—On the night of the 26th-27th the 986-ton lumber-
laden barkentine Antioch, from Savannah, Ga., for New York, beat-
ing up the New Jersey coast in thick weather, hove to on the port
tack and stranded about 500 yards from the shore and the same dis-
tance south-southeast of the Squan Beach (N. J.) Station. At 4.50
a. m. of the 27th, 10 minutes after she struck, she was discovered by
the station watch, and within a short time the life-saving crew were
abreast of her with their beach apparatus. The dogged perseverance
of Keeper Longstreet, in carrying to a successful conclusion in the
face of numerous discouraging happenings the ensuing rescue of the
10 men composing the barkentine’s crew, can but serve as an inspir-
ing examgle to all members of the service corps. His report of the
case is substantially as follows:

When we arrived on the beach it was low tide, the sea was high and the wind was
blowing heavily from the south-southwest, with very thick weather by spells. A
bad cut of the tide—the strongest I ever saw—was running north.

1 fired my first shot at 5.30 a. m., using 7 ounces of powder and a No. 7 Whitton line.
The line fell short. We hauled it in and fired a No. 4 Whitton line, using 6 ounces of
powder. In both of these instances the wind prevented the line from carrying to
the vessel. On the third attempt a No. 9 line and a 7-ounce charge of powder were
used. As the tide, which was rising, was gradually working the barkentine inshore,
this line fell across her deck. The sailors secured it and attached it to their donkey
engine. They hauled away until the whip line was almost within their grasp, when
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the shot line parted from the heavy strain put upon it by current and seas. On the
fourth discharge of the gun the projectile struck the sheer pole of the vessel, cutting it
off. The crew got the line, nevertheless.

About this time the crew from the Spring Lake Station appeared, and, my force
being increased, I sent to my station for the practice gear. When it arrived I bent the
practice whip line on the whip line already in use, so as to pay out as the current forced
the line down the beach. The ship’s crew hauled the tailblock on board and made
it fast. They were then given the hawser, with another hawser bent on, as in the case
of the whipline. Thiswork could not have been accomplished with one hawser, for it
would have been impossible to hold the shore end against the current. Tide and wind
were steadily increasing, and in order to forward the work a team of horses was em-
ployed to haul the hawser tight.

At 9.30 a. m. the first man was landed. Everything worked smoothly until the
third man left the vessel, when the hawser parted from chafing against the ship’s wire
rigging. Fortunately the man managed to stay in the buoy while we dragged it
ashore. Following the breaking of the hawser someone on board cut the whip line in
t;lvo in the mistaken belief that it would enable us more readily to haul the sailor out of
the water.

As all my shot lines were gone that were strong enough to be used in hauling out the
whip line, I sent to the Spring Lake Station f8r one of suitable size; also for an extra
hawser and whip line. ile the men who went upon this errand were absent I fired
a No. 9 braided line with 7 ounces of powder. The line parted 3 fathoms from
tlﬁe slltlank of the projectile. I tried it again and the line broke off in the eye of the
shank.

‘When the extra lines arrived I tried a No. 9 Whitton line, using 6 ounces of powder.
This shot was successful. We now landed 5 men in a thunderstorm. When the last of
the five was about two-thirds of the way in the hawser parted again, due to the cause
greviously mentioned, letting the occupant of the buoy down into the surf. He was

auled out, however, as hisshipmate had been. Luckily the two men still on the wreck
kept their hands off the whip, and we were able once more to haul the hawser on board
without having to do our work all over. The rescue of the balance of the crew was soon
concluded. We returned to the station at 5.30 p. m., having spent 12 hours on the
beach. In all my 29 years’ experience as a life-saver I never worked under such dis-
couraging conditions as surrounded this case.

The Spring Lake, Bay Head, and Mantoloking station crews as-
sisted at this wreck. The Antioch was totally lost.

April 20.—About 3 a. m. the surfman on watch in the Point Lobos
lookout of the Golden Gate (Cal.) Station reported by telephone to
the station keeper that he had heard cries for assistance coming from
somewhere off the point. After sending the message the watch left
his post to investigate, and in a few minutes reported a boat drifting
out to sea. The life-saving crew put out in their surfboat after noti-
fying the Fort Point Station an(f the Merchants’ Exchange of San
Francisco of the surfman’s discovery.

It appears that the Fort Point Station crew had also received infor-
mation concerning the vessel through the medium of the keeper of the
Mile Rock Light. Theyran to the light station in their power lifeboat,
and after ascertaining from the keeper the direction the boat had
taken set out after her, burning signals as they went.

The two life-saving crews met about a mile outside of Point Lobos,
and it was agreed that one (the Fort Point crew) should continue the
search southerly, down the coast, while the other shouid pursue ti:e
quest off the harbor entrance. '

About 4 a. m. the Golden Gate life-savers in their surfboat over-
hauled the craft 5 miles west of Point Lobos, finding her to be a 30-
foot sloop, manned by six inexperienced men, all of whom were suf-
fering from seasickness. The surfboat took the sloop in tow, but
made slow progress until the Fort Point crew, returning from a fruit-
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less 16-mile trip, overtook them about daylight near the harbor en-
trance and gave them a line. All hands’were safe on shore by 8.30
a. m.

April 26.—About 10 a. m. the 107-ton steamer Monterey, with the
197-ton steamer Loucinda in tow, pulled away from a wharf at Louis-
ville, Ky., bound for Jeffersonville, Ind. Shortly after they got out
into the river a fresh south wind blew them into the current sweeping
down over the Falls of the Ohio. The Monterey tried to back into
the shore again, but succeeded only in swinging herself and her tow
around until they were headed downstream. The power of the
towing vessel was not sufficient to offset the force of the current, and
she was swept down through one of the openings between the Ken-
tucky and Indiana chutes of the falls and over Backbone Reef. In
striking the reef she broke her rudder. She also started to leak from
stem to stern, and filled so fastethat her three steam pumps were un-
able to hold the inrushing flood in check. Passing un«i)er tlge Pennsyl-
vania bridge she was borne into the Big Eddy where the water in her
hold set her to rolling. In a short time she turned entirely over, and
the fierce current tore away her upper works, letting her boilers and
machinery drop out. Then the upturned hull floated off and plunged
over the falls.

The daaner in which the two vessels found themselves after leaving
their wharf was promptly observed from the life-saving station. The
service crew, in two boats, put out into the river and separated the
line between them, then took off the five men composing the crew of
the Monterey and placed them on the Loucinda. They next dropped
an anchor from the vessel last named and carried two of her lines to
the Indiana shore. With the lines firmly secured the men on the
Loucinda slacked away on the anchor line and she swung into the

uieter water near the bank. Later a harbor tug took her through
the canal and on to Jeffersonville. Only two men were aboard the
Loucinda.

May 11.—About 10 a. m. the launch Dizie hove to off the Fort Point
(Cal.) Station and blew her whistle vigorously. The life-saving crew
went out to her in their power lifeboat, and were informed that the
hydro-aeroplane Sutro had fallen into the bay near Meigs’s wharf, 24
miles eastward. They went to the assistance of the aviator, Mr.
Adolph Sutro, took him off the machine, and towed it to Harbor View.
It appears that the engine of the aeroplane stopped while Sutro was
aloft, but that he volplaned safely down into the Ba.y.

May 18.—On the evening of this date the keeper of the Southside
(Cal.) Station received a report stating that six men were marooned
on Mussel Rock, 5 miles down the coast.

Three surfmen—Mangels, Welding, and Johanson—were dispatched
to their assistance with a heaving line, a life-preserver, a lantern,

~and such other gear as the work ahead might require. One of the
surfmen rode a horse. On their arrival abreast of the rock, which
stood nearly a hundred yards off the beach, Mangels threw off his
clothing and swam out with a line. The line was found too short,
however, and he was compelled to return ashore. A second attempt,
made after the line had been lengthened by harness taken from the
horse, was successful. When Mangels reached the rock the ma-
rooned men lowered over its steep s1d® a line they happened to have
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with them, by means of which he managed to work his way up to
the top. When he had secured the line carried out by him his com-
rades, who were compelled to stand so deeply in the water that the
breakers swept over their heads, drew it taut. Three of the men
on the rock thereupon made their way, one after another, along it
hand over hand until they found themselves in the grasp of Welding
and Johanson. When the third man had been safely landed the line
arted near the rock. After several unsuccessful attempts, in which
Ee narrowly escaped being carried out by the undertow, Welding,
with Johanson’s assistance, repaired the break. The fourth man to be
taken off was a cripple with only one hand. Mangels put the life-
reserver on him and lowered him to Welding, who took him upon
is back and bore him ashore along the line. Mangels and the two
others now followed, all of them reaching shore without mishap.

In appears that the persons who were rescued had waded out to
the rock at low water to gather mussels. They had been upon its
exposed top several hours when help arrived from the station.

e services of the three surfmen on this occasion are considered
specially praiseworthy because of the fact that they worked in the
arkness.

In his report of this case the station keeper commends the services
of a man named Charles Glock, who assisted in the rescue.

May 19.—About 6 a. m. the 116-ton schooner Wm. A. Grozier,
bound from New Bedford, Mass., to Newport, R. L., in ballast, was
swept ashore by the tide 24 miles west by north of the Brenton Point
(R.1.) Station. When the life-saving crew arrived alongside in their

ower lifeboat they found the vessel on the inside of Butter Ball

ock with two launches standing by, one of which had a line in her
propeller. The wind was blowing a gale onshore, and it was out _of
the question for either of the launches to assist the schooner. The
keeper therefore went ashore and sent messages by wireless to the
revenue cutter Acushnet and to a towboat company.

The schooner was in an extremely dangerous position, made
doubly so by the fact that the tide was falling. She was pounding
heavily on her stern, and Wash Bowl Rock was within 20 feet of her
bow, ready to crush her should her anchors fail to hold. In his
report of the casualty the keeper says:

I never believed we could get her out of the place and keep her off the shore to
leeward. We put a line on the port bow, the schooner’s crew hoisted sail, and I got
our boat in position and started ahead full speed. We dragged her clear of everyth;:g
and well across the bay and hauled her around on the port tack. Then I went ah
and piloted her into the harbor. She was leaking quite bad. Her crew had been

umping some 20 hours before she reached New Bedford, and they were all exhausted.

o we stayed with them all night and pumped, watch and watch. In the mornin,
we helpeg put on the marine railway the ?aunch that had got a line in her whecﬁ
while trying to assist the schooner.

People wio saw us take the vessel off the rocks said it was one of the finest things
they ever witnessed. They had no idea we could pull her away.

We had our boat running nine hours, and she was on the move tie moment we opened
:lfr g;)d I had her wide open for over an hour. For awhile we needed all the power

e .

The Acushnet responded to the call made upon her, but arrived
too late to be of any assistance.

May 19.— About 4.30 p. m. a hydro-aeroplane operated by Weldon
B. Cook, bound from Sandusky to Put in Bay, Ohio, had trouble
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with her engine and was compelled to alight in Lake Erie, 24 miles
southeast of the Marblehead (Ohio) Station and half a mile offshore.

The keeper of the Marblehead light station saw the craft settle,
and, when she failed to rise again after an interval, communicated
with the life-saving station. The service crew put out in their power
surfboat. The aeroplane had in the mecantime drifted ashore, and
they found her lying near a pier and in imminent danger of striking
against it. As the aviator could not set his engine going, the life-
saving crew passed him a line and towed the machine to Sandusky.

June 1.—About 1.15 p. m. a surfman of the Fort Point (Cal.)
Station reported that the hydro-aeroplane My Girl was in trouble in
mid-channel off Harbor View, 14 miles northeast of the station, in
San Francisco Bay. \

Just as the life-saving crew set out to the assistance of the aeroplane
in their power lifeboat they saw her turn over. They ran at top
speed, but the two occupants, Roy N. Francis and Charles F. Craig,
were rescued by a small launch before their arrival. They put a
line on the craft and towed it to the foot of Laguna Street, San
Francisco. The planes and framework of the machine were torn to
pieces in towing, but the engine, valued at $1,500, was saved.

It appears that when the aeroplane met with accident Mr. Francis
was qualifying for a pilot’s license before the Pacific Aero Club.
While he was skimming along on the water preparatory to an ascent
the pontoon collided with a piece of floating wood, tearing a big hole
in it. The pontoon immediately filled and the machine capsized.

June 26.—While off the Florida coast, on her way from New York
to Tampa, Fla., with a cargo of cement, the 739-ton auxiliary schooner
Frances Hyde broke a steam pipe, which so interfered with her speed
that she was unable to make headway against the current of the
Gulf Stream. She therefore changed her course and ran in near the
land. When she was about 6 miles north of the Fort Lauderdale
(Fla.) House of Refuge, going along a mile offshore at something like
3 miles an hour, she struck a reef.

The keeper of the house of refuge discovered her at 1 p. m., shortl
before she stranded, but did not suspect that she was in trouble untal
she had remained motionless for an hour or more. He boarded her
during the afternoon, and learned the circumstances of her mis-
fortune as above stated. At the master’s request he put in to Fort
Lauderdale, 10 miles away, and sent off telegrams to the underwriters’

ents and to a wrecking company at Miami, Fla. On the morning
g? the 28th he took 7 men from Fort Lauderdale to the schooner to
lighten ship, and on the afternoon of the 29th placed 10 more lab<rers
on board to relieve them.

The vessel was hauled off about noon of the 30th by a revenue.
cutter and two tugs after repeated attempts made on high tides.

As the keeper was the only person on the scene of the casualty who
was acquainted with the channel to Fort Lquderdale he was o{liged
to do all the running to and from port with messages, workmen,
supplies, etc. He made 12 round trips between the schooner and the
place named, traveling a total of 240 miles. He was continuously
on duty for 5 days with only 7 hours’ rest. The schooner suffered
only slight damages, but lost about half her cargo.
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LETTERS OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

Erzaserr Crry, N. C., August 16, 1912.

My Dear MRr. KiMBarL: Crossing Albemarle Sound on July 9, 1912, my young
son, Charles Meekins, fell from the launch Eva and was drowned. We were three
hours from Elizabeth City, and when we reached that point, Capt. E. W. Hall, R. C. S.,
assistant inspector of the seventh life-saving district, sent the supply boat Carolina
to the scene of my distress with orders to remain until the body of my son wasrecovered.

Rough water and threatening weather made it almost il:apoesible to undertake the
work, and less experienced boatmen would have abandoned it altogether. Mr. C. O.
Miller, a member of the Life-Saving Service, was in charge of the Carolina. Beyond
question I would not have recovered the bo&y of my son but for his determination to
exhaust every possible means before abandoning the search. His conduct on this
occasion deserves the hi%hest commendation because he really took personal risk.

For many years past I have known that the men of the Life-Saving Service are
ready and willing to brave any danger, but this personal experience has served more
thoroughly to acquaint me with the personnel. I have always been a loyal friend of
the service, and now I am more than that—I am one of its beneficidries.

; Respectfully,

Hon. S. I. KiMBALL,
General Superintendent, Life-Saving Service.

I. M. MEEKINS.

FiremaN’s Funp INsurance Co.,

San Francisco, July 17, 1912.
DEAR Sir: The object of this letter is to put on record this company’s appreciation
of the prompt and efficient services rendered by the Golden Gate live-saving crew
in charge of Capt. Nelson, in running lines and performing other services for the
achooner Hugh Hogan, which stranded on the beach south of their station on the 14th
instant. We feel that their assistance contributed greatly to the successful issue

of the salvage operations.
Yours, very truly, Geo. R. PagE.

SUPERINTENDENT, THIRTEENTH LIFE-SAVING DiIsTRICT,
San Francusco, Cal.

ParcroGug, N. Y., August 1, 1912.
DEAR Sir: I take pleasure in commending the fearless behavior of Capt. Geo. Van
Nostrand, of the Short Beach (Long Island) Life-Saving Station in saving me and my
sloop acht Caprice, July 18, in the teeth of a half gale at Jones Inlet, L.I. Without
his gallant assistance I would have lost my boat and probably my life.
Respectfully,
JosepE RoLLINs.
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
Washington, D. C.

Macuias Lumser Co.,
Machias, Me., August 10, 1912.
DEear Sir: The prompt and efficient service rendered on July 19 to the water-
logged schooner Westerloo, with her cargo of lumber, is greatly appreciated by this
company, and we desire to have your most important department give the captain
ang crew of the Hunniwells Beach Life-Saving Station full credit %or saving vessel
and cargo.
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Capt. Berry, of the station, is a most efficient and accommodating officer, and the -
department is to be congratulated on having men like him and his crew in the service.
Respectfully, yours,
Macaias LumBer Co.
By A. K. AMEs.
S. I. KiMBALL,

General Superintendent, Life-Saving Service.

. FraNKFORT, MICH., July 29, 1912.
My DEear Sir: I wish to express to you my appreciation of the grompt and willing
response you made to my call for assistance on the evening of July 27, when my
motor boat broke down in the Platte River. Without your assistance I am afraid we
wguéd have had a dangerous time getting the boat and our party to town in the rising
wind.
Yours, very sincerely, C. E. CRITTENDEN.

Keeper GEORGE MORENCY,
Frankfort Life-Saving Station.
Frankfort, Mich.

Corurr, Mass., September 2, 1912.
Dear Sir: I wish to acknowledge to you with thankful feelings the prompt and
faithful service rendered to me by your department when my power launch, the’
Sazon, was completely disabled, August 11, last, off Quonochontaug Point, R. I., with
a strong wind blowing on-shore and a heavy sea running, making our situation a dan-
gerous one. The Quonochontaug crew came out through the surf and carried a pas-
senger to land, and Capt. Davis, of the Watch Hill Station, with his power-boat,
promptly towed us to a place of safety. Nothing could have been more prompt and
efficient than the work performed by both station crews, and I thank you and them
for the aid rendered.
Yours, etc., G. N. Jacoss.

SUPERINTENDENT, THIRD LIFE-SAvINGg DisTrICT,
: Wakefield, R. 1.

SaN Francisco, CaL., August 14, 1912.

Six: Last Sunday, August 11, while on a salmon ﬁshinﬁ expedition about a mile
north of Mussel Rock, my 30-foot launch Roamer was caug t in the breakers and car-
ried on the heach. There were two people besides myself on board.

Within a comparatively few moments a patrol from the Southside Life-Saving
Station appeared and sent word to Station Keeper John G. Gronbech. Although
the station was fully 3 miles away, Capt. Gronbech and his men appeared in a re-
markably short time in a surfboat, and ran a line from beyond the surf to the stranded
launch. Hardly had this been done before a power boat from the Fort Point Station
arrived. It was useless to attempt to get the boat off at the time because the tide
had fallen and she had sunk to a considerable depth in the soft sand. Capt. Gronbech
took charge of the work of turning the launch around so that her bow pointed toward
the sea, ready to be floated on the next tide. He then telephoned to the Golden
Gate Station for a team of horses and timbers, with the result that shortly after their
arrival the launch was afloat.

Too much credit can not be given each and every man who assisted me in this
trouble, but it was Capt. Gronbech who took charge of the saving of the launch and
got her off the beach unharmed. It was the comment of all spectators that the man-
ner in which the men worked, as well as the speed with which they arrived on the
scene, was most admirable.

I write this to express my gratitude to the department, and to congratulate it upon
having such admirable men in the service, and, particularly, in having such a quiet,
dignified, and competent commander as Capt. Gronbech.

Yours, very truly,
JErOME B. WHITE.

SUPERINTENDENT, THIRTEENTH LIFE-SAvING DisTRrICT,

San Francisco, Cal.
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NorroLk, Va., September 5, 1912.

DEear SIr: It is surely a great pleasure to address you on this occasion. Last
Thursday I was over at Cobb Island beach on the Virginia coast, working on some
wrecks, and had the misfortune to get on a sandbar in or near the entrance to Cobbs
Inlet. My boat foundered with myself and six men on board. Had not the keeper
of the Cobb Island Life-Saving Station been strictly on the job some, if not all, of us
surely would have drowned. The keeper came to our rescue within 20 minutes after
we struck the bar. He not only saved our lives, but afterwards recovered at least
$1,000 worth of property, rendering us, besides, every assistance that lay in his power.
I can not too fully express my admiration for him and his crew.

Yours, truly,
J. B. WHEALTON.

Hon. S. I. KiMBALL,

General Superintendent, Life-Saving Service.

Nauser HarBOR, Mass., September 12, 1912.

DEARr Sir: Two days ago we had occasion to call on the life guards of Nauset and
Orleans stations for help in getting our boat off, which had gone aground on the shoals
at the harbor entrance. I should like to call attention to the excellent work of Capt.
Walker and Capt. Charles in getting us off without one cent’s damage to our craft
and piloting us into the harbor in perfect safety. Trusting that they will be credited
with this commendable service, I remain,

Very respectfully, J. K. Suris,
Williamstown, Mass.
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,
' Washington, D. C.

U. S. 8. “MacpoNoOUGH,”’
Navy Yard, New York, September 28, 1912.

My DEAR Sir: I desire to bring to your attention some valuable service rendered
by Mr. W. T. Willis, keeper of the ('ape Lookout (N. C.) Life-Saving Station, on the
21st instant.

The Reserve Torpedo Group of Charleston, S. C., consisting of one destroyer and
seven torpedo boats, anchored at Cape Lookout to await the arrival of the U. S. S.
Baltimore. As the wireless outfit on the Macdonough was out of commission and it
was necessary to communicate with the Baltimore, Mr. Willis volunteered to make
the trip to Beaufort with a message to the wireless station, which he did. This service
saved us considerable time, and, asit Eroved, prevented the torpedo boats from being
caught in rough weather off the North Carolina and Virginia coasts. As Mr. Willis’s
service was absolutely voluntary, and showed such excellent spirit, I believe that
it is my duty to sgeak this word for him, as too often men of this kind get little
recognition for such services.

Mr. Willis also placed me in possession of some information concerning the anchorage
and de{’)th of water in Lookout Bight, which I was unable to get elsewhere.

ery respectfully,
C. N. BLAKELY,
N Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Commanding.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, LIFE-SAVING SERVICE, .
Washington, D. C.

NEw ORLEANS, LA., Oclober 1, 1912.

Sir:- I desire to express my appreciation of the very valuable services recently
rendered this degartment by Mr. Rasmussen, keeper of the Saluria Life-Saving
Station, at Pass Cavallo, Tex., who, unsolicited, came out to the tender Magnolia
while she was anchored about two miles off the life-saving station and furnished the
master information as to the change in channel, depths of water, etc., in that vicinity,
and otherwise displayed a disposition to be of service.

Respectfully, B. B. Dorry,
Inspector, Eighth Lighthouse Dastrict.
Capt. WiLLiam A. HuTcHINGS,
Superintendent, Ninth Life-Saving District, Galveston, Tex.
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TeE AMERICAN SHIPBUILDING CoO.,
Cleveland, Ohio, October 8, 1912.

DEeAR Sir: We have this morning just learned of the service rendered by you to
our employees on Saturday night last. It seems that four men in our employ took
our launch Olive D. No. 1 for a pleasure ride in the lake without the knowledge of
ang of our officials. The boat later became disabled and was brought in by yourself
and crew.

On behalf of this company I want to thank you for your opportune and most efficient
service.

Yours, very truly, 0. J. Fismg, Secretary.

Keeper HANS J. HANSEN,
Cleveland Life-Saving Station.

ELizaBetE Crry, N. C., October 21, 1912.

DEAR Sir: Having received invaluable assistance from Cagt. D. M. Pugh and his
crew of the Fort Macon (N. C.) Life-Saving Station, I feel obliged to write you and
express my appreciation of the services rendered. .

y vessel, the schooner Touwnsend, ran aground October 11, 1912, near Morehead
City, N. C. Capt. Pugh saw mgrogligﬁt and came to my assistance. He and his crew
worked with me faithfully at flood tide upon three different days, and it was through
their aid that my vessel was floated and saved. . .

My gratitude to these big-hearted men promd}:ts this expression. I shall ever
remember the consideration received at their hands.

Yours truly, J. E. GoopwiN, Jr.

GENERAL SuPErINTENDENT U. S. L. 8.,
Washington, D. C.

MEeRCHANTS & MINERS TRANSPORTATION CoO.,
Baltimore, Md., November 12, 1912.

.

DEAR Sir: I want to take this means of expresmg to you the hearty appreciation
of this companhfand myself for the services rendere ba' the captain and crew of the
Cape Lookout Li e-SavmiaStation Morehead City, N. C., in coming to the assistance
of our steamship, the Berkshire, when she was on fire in inokgut Cove, off the North
Carolina coast, Sunday, October 20, to Saturday, October 26, inclusive.

This assistance by Capt. Willis and the men under his command was very valuable
and it affords me a great deal of pleasure to write this letter, to be filed with the record
of Capt. Willis and his crew. - .

Yours, truly, J. C. WHITNEY, President.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, LIFE-SAVING SERVICE,

Treasury Department

GALVESTON, TEX., October 26, 1912.
DEAR SIR: On the 22d instant, after the Italian steamship Mongibello, outward
bound, anchored in the roads and hoisted signal letters calling for medical aid, you
went off to the vessel, and, finding that a doctor was wanted to treat the second officer
who had met with a serious accident, you returned to the city and got Dr. Cox and took

him out to the steamer: .
We write this in behalf of the owners of the line, of Capt. Montuori, and of ourselves

a8 agents to tell you h{)w much your valuable, prompt services were appreciated.
truly,
Yours, very truly J. MerrOW & Co.,

Agents of the S. S. Mongibello of the Peirce-Cotoniera Line.

Keeper James F. PHILLIPS,
ICEal‘veston Life-Saving Station, Galveston, Tez.
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ASSATEAGUE BEACH, VA., November 8. 1912.
DEAR Sin: I wish to express my thanks to Keeper Jose%h M. Feddeman, of the
Assateague Beach Life-Saving Station, and Keeper George F. Reynolds, of the Wal-
lops Beach Life-Saving Station, for their prompt action in helping me keep my
vessel, the schooner Jokn D. Paige, afloat on the 2d instant. The station crews
pumped for more than 26 hours.
Yours, truly, WiLLiaM H. NoTTaGe, Master.
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

HoteL St. GEORGE,
Brooklyn, N. Y., November 8, 1912.

DgARr Sir: Although I was not present while the John Mazuvell, wrecked on the
2d instant, was breaking up and while Capt. Godirey was on the wreck, I arrived
there so soon afterward that I am very well acquainted witb the conditions you faced
and overcame.

I have seen quite a number of wrecks on the Cape Cod coast, and I could see that
you faced practically the same difficulties and dangers that are so often encountered
there. It is true that you and Captains L. B. and John A. Midgett, of the Chicama-
comico and Gull Shoal Stations, were able to save but one man from the wreck, but [
know that no set of men without powerful power boats could have done more than you
and your associates did. .

Please give my compliments to the two other captains and their men. If any of
you are ever in New York I would be glad to have you look me up so that I may tell
you in person how much I admire your conduct.

Sincerely, yours, J. D. Lroyp.

Capt. PaTrick H. ETHERIDGE.
New Inlet Life-Saving Station, Rodanthe, N. C.

New INLET LIre-SaviNg StaTION, N. C.,
November 4, 1912.

My DEear Sir: I wish to express my appreciation of the efforts of the crews of the
New Inlet, Chicamacomico, and Gull Shoal Life-Saving Stations in saving me from
the wreck of the schooner John Mazwell on the 2d instant.

If my crew had not deserted me in the yawl boat, I think we would all have been
saved. I got theline the life-saversshot out to me, but on account of the strong current
I could not haul it off alone.

1 wish also to exspress my thanks for the kind treatment I réceived from the captain
of the New Inlet Station during the time I remained with him.

I remain, yours, truly,
FRED GODFREY,
. Captain, Schooner John Maxwell.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

NoME RoADSTEAD, ALASKA, November 5, 1912.

Sir: I desire to thank you and your crew for the many acts of courtesy, both official
and otherwise, that have been extended to the Bear during the past season.

The information that you were always prompt and willing to give the commanding
officer in regard to shipping, weather conditions, etc., has been of great assi