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Number of ai,,-tight oil bulls,

T,IGHT-HOUSE STATIO"!\'.

Number oj windows.

SlairClUle-malerials,

Number of panes in each.

Watch room,

Size of each pane.

Warming.

b,lerilYJ' diamete',. at base.

Interior diameter at top.

Tltiekness oj walls at top.

Thicl..'1less of wall8 at base.

Ileight from base to coping.

Malerials,

Coinr.

Number oj liglds.

Name.

'.
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Oultivated or not.

Fencing.

Number of boats.

Wells.

Oapacity.

Materiala.

House ji::cI.,."cs.

Number of stoves.

J

f
y",-.~,/",~ ~,~c/7 /" ~ .r..~/

Painted or otherwise. / (%.~,:,Lz:Z. / ~ ~",. /....

...2..

/;:!r p- ,,(
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Kind of stoves.

Gro,mds, a,·.a of.

Oolor.

Use of rooms.

KEEPERS' ROUSES AND GROUNDS.

Oolor.

Materials.

Rooj-mate,-ial.

Number of cisterns.

Number of stories.

Number of holtses.

Horizontal dimensions.

,. ~umberof room.s.
,
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ILLUMINATING APPARATUS.

Dimensions.

Ways.

Boat-house.

Order.

Oharacteristic.

Duration of flas/•.

LANTERN.

Height above sea level.

Imerior diameter.

Materials.

Height glazed. er //" "
Number of sides in plan. / t

Number oj panes in sido. .&
/

S · ,r ? v 0' //
. "'" 0... panes. 0& /' ~

i Kind.

!I. Arc illuminated.

Golor of light.
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FOG SIGNAL:

(2~1' ( /".v.'

LAMPS.

(/~l.;r~' <-L

/~

Kind.

Weight oj bell.

Number

Kind.
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Curtains.

Flo01o-material. th.u-,,-t../'

ATTangementjor cleaning glas8 inside and o·ut. (2/~7
Vel1tilalors. .L/- "r n/ ./~.....(~~" /" ,/, .-/~---............
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TREASURV D~PARTMENT

U·S. COASl GUARD
CO*9837 (Rev. 4*49)

ROUTIIIG SHEET '!9'Il1.'ll'4 NU• BE'

T I ME OF RELEASE

FROM: BUDGET DIVISION, PLANNING & CONTROL STAFF

IM'ORTANT
1. This request must be forwarded promptly so that the: Chief, Bud,et Division

/MY take final action on the matter "ithout unne:ce8sary delay. If this re:*
quest is refe:rre:d to an office not listed in the follmdn, routin~. call
5308. If it is ne:ce:ssary to de: lay submittin, a recommendation on this re
quest, detach carbon copy of form, note: reason for de:lay, and return copy
to Chief. Bud,et Divis ion.

2. Final action on allottin' funds- and approvin, or dislJpprovin~ e:xpenditures
"ill be tabn by the Chief, Bud~et Division. Letters. dispatches. etc.,
to this e:ffe:ct "ill be prepared for his :Ji~nature.

LETTER IDENTIFICATION .

RECOMMENDATI~~S AND INITIALS

, ,
cated for Boston L S, 4th quarter. 'lhese fundo have
been telllpOrarily re-allocated to the port seourity
program.

UN IT:

DATE OF

RE.LEASE

DATE OF

RECEIPT

DATE-TIME GROUP REQUISITION IDENTIFICATION I D4'r:~~lCc§T!fr_~OTHER'REOUEST FORMS

A l'8vU; ed plan £91' Ith,&-1~~~.bo-....D.(;d.J:m:I2d....at_
.O~,m~'i:l6° ISUBJECT Bcstcn Light Station.

OFFICE OR

DIVISION

ROOM
0'

STATION

•

ROUTING

ORDER

APPROPRIATION A SUBHEAD

ORIGINATOR OF REQUEST

DISTRICT: lst District

J. b. ALOf , Jr.
Chief, Budget 1)1 vioicn

2. 7-3 o
11/20 /2J. Unit Is oper tionally neC6SSl.ry.

b acc:ompllshed as soon as funds
econ~end project

beco~e available•

•J.
COJet,o

U
fice of 6perations

1 F.CV s- I -

B2259

,
DO NOT FILE - RETURN TO BUDGET DIVISION - STA. 6-3 £f'l/_....-



Office Memorandum'. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FR.OM

Chief, Shore Units Division

Chief.. lids to Navigation Division

OAN
DATE: 16 November, 1950

00/1

SUBJECT, Fora 2609, Boston Light Station, datEd 1l/3/50, re# 0-51-54

Forwarded approved. R ~ 't v r: s r
,-

f I\j ~ /If til/Vi "17 N lot "'.l It

R. II. ROSS
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OPTIONAL rORM NO. 10
IA 0106.600 0600

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

District Commander

Public Information Officer

DATE: 2 September 1966

SUBJECT: 250th Anniversary of Boston Light

1. On 14 September 1966 Boston Light will be 250 years old - oldest lighthouse
in America. This is a significant historical event and is expected to be of
much interest to the public, inasmuch as the light has always been one of the
most newsworthy units in the district ,<henever an event took place there; it
has also been the subject of feature stories, and advertisements (sample
attached) •

2. This office has been working with Group Boston to plan celebration of the
anniversary. Due to tides and other considerations, 1000 was selected as the
time for the ceremony, '<ith boats leaving Boston Station at 0900, others
leaving Hull at 0930. The ceremony will be over in time to return everyone
in time for the noon meal.

3. The commonwealth has an interest in the celebration of this light which
was maintained by Massachusetts for 74 years before being ceded to the federal
government. Governor Volpe's press secretary has prepared a proclamation
calling upon all citizens of Massachusetts to observe the anniversary. Due
to a heavy schedule of campaigning, no definite date for a signing has yet
been set. However, the governor's appointment secretary will inform us as
soon as an available time can be found. It is hoped that you will be present
to receive the proclamation and pose for photographs with the governor to
help publicize the event.

d



DENerney/wrb/8-15-66

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds

Addren reply to:

COMMANDER
1ST COAST GUARD DISTRICT
1400 CUSTOMHOUSE
BOSTON, MASS. 02109

COP Y

•
TREASURY DEPARTMENT

UNITED. STATES COAST GUARD

Subj: Boston Light fog cannon: request for return

1. It is requested that the cannon once used at Boston Light "to anSHer ships
in a Fogg" and several years ago moved to the AcadelliY as a historic relic,be
returned to the First CORst Guard District for permanent retention at Sost"n
Light on Little Brewster Island.

:<. e-,., 14 ~eptember the District is c"lebrating the 250th Anniversay of gaston
Light, first Lighthous., in America. Return of the cannon before that date I.10Hld
~upply an outstanding feature news peg and a focal point for the cerem0nies
cO!T'~emor"ting the li6ht's 256th Anniversay.

2. The intent of the abovementioned mOVe was to trRnsf~r important historic
relics fro:n points wher" they wer,~ he-ing neglected to a place wl:~re th"y could
be ;,>reserved and appreciRted. It cis our understanding thRt the C2.nnon is a
ver"'J minor a ttr2.ct'Lon at the Acad"",y, which h"s a great number of historic relics
on dis;,>hy; while the loss of t.he cannon has been a source of negret for man,r
citizens of the Hull area and many First Coast Guard personnel. The many who
have requested the return of the eannon include Commander. Group '=loston, the
officer-in-charrr~ of th~ Boston Light, memhers of the Hull ~istoric Society,
and the historian Edward ROto'''' 5nm·l.

Encl: (1) 900klet cover showing 1729 engraving of Cannon and Boston Light

• FROX: Commander, Eirst Coast Guard District
To: Superintendent, U.S. Coast Guard Acad~my



1. Return of subject cannon as requested in Ref(a) has been
considered by the Academy Art and Artifacts Council and they
recommend that the gun remain at the Academy. I concur in their
recommendation.

2. Although we can appreciate the historical significance of the
cannon to the various interested groups in the Boston and Hull
area, the cannon serves a most useful purpose at the Academy
and is visited by many tourists as well as other visiting groups.
It is located at the confluence of two walkways and evokes
considerable interest of passers-by. It is soon to be even more
prominently described by means of a plaque explaining its
historical significance.

dl
5420
23 August 1966

,•
\.

Boston Light Fog Cannon

Superintendent, Academy
Commander, First Coast Guard District(dpi)

3. The cannon is imbedded in concrete which unfortunately precludes
even the loan of the cannon for the 14 September celebration.
Those. interested in the cannon, hOHever, may be advised that
the Boston Light Fog Cannon is an integral part of the Academy's
historical display and is seen by far more persons than would
be the case if it were returned to Little Brewster Island.

f.~J/l?c£(

ADOfthS 'Utl't.V TO,

SUPERINTENDENT
U.S. COAST GUARD ACADEMY
NEW LON CON, CONNECTICUT

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD ACADEMY

Ref: (a) Your Itr 5750 of 16 Aug 1966

Subj:

• From:
To:



E STON LIGHT' EABY; Keeper Joseph F. lavigne, Wi3,

U. S. coast Guard, with his wife and their four children,

Mary Ellen, aged 3, Joanne, 2, Cathy, 1, and Joseph E.,

three months, who is the second baby in more than 200

years to have been born at New En land's old~st lighthouse.

n "arch 12, With a low tide preventing Lavi ne from

launching a boat and getting his wife to the mainland,

young Jose h entered"the world in true Coa t Guard

fashion---on station.

OFFICIAL US COA T GU.. D PHOTO

Public Information Section
1st Coast Guard District
55 Tremont street
Boston, ~ ass.



event on Septecbcr 14, 1966

II aedta repre8entatives are invited to Atte d cer n1 c lehr t1

the 250th anll1ver88} of B081:Dn Light. ·lite cere2Ot!1 will be br<.ef, cons tt

of a lIhort welcome by Rear Mudral llliam • Childre8s. Coamnder, L t Coaat

Guard Dlatnct. and a tal· on the history of tho light by histoX'lan 001:-

Edwarel &owe Snow. l'hotogX'aphera aDd cameram n will be given ample t" to

.hoot tha l:I.ghthOWle frOll1 various anglea aDd to 8 t up fly othor 8hoto cl i ed.

Boats wf.ll leave Bo8ton ceast Guard Base, 427 Conmercial Sereet, ton,

at 9:00 a. m., He<ineBday, Septembor 14.

Other boats will leave Point Allerton Coast Guard 5t tion in Hull at

9:30 a. III.

All boat8 will return to their point of departure before QGOU.

Pirst Coast Guard District
Public Information Officer
103 Custom Rouse
Boston, Maao.
Tel: CA 7-3710, ext. 276





USCGA, Hew London. Conn., TIEL. NO. 158-63
Add 1 - SIGNAL CANNON •••••••••

regarding the gun \'las traced back to the year 1719, ,Ihen it lIlaS fir:::t

placed on Beacon Island, now Little Brewster Island, as a navigational

aid for ships entering and leavlnf, Boston Harbor.

The construction or a lighthouse at 'Ghe entrance of Boston Harbor

was considered as early as 1701, but it wasn't until 1713 that Boston

merchants banded together and petitioned the General Court of ~assachu-

setts, similar to the modern-day state legislature, to erect a lighthouse.

In 1715, the "Boston Light Bill" was introduced to the Court, passed, and

the serious groundwork began.

In 1716, Hr. George Vlorthylake became the Lip;ht' s first l<eeper" and

on September III of' that year, he lighted the western hemisphere's fh'st

lighthouse,

In 1718. follo,/ing the tragIc drollming of his wife and daughter,

Worthy lake was relieved as light keeper by Mr. Robert Saunders. Un~

fortunately, Saunders himself was also drOlmed a few days following his

arrival, and Captain John Hayes, an experienced sea captain and pilot

living in Boston, was unanimously selected by the Court as keeper.

In 1719. Hayes asked the Court for a great gun to be placed on

the island, to,lr ••• answer Ships in a heavy Fogg ••• " For 131 years

this gun wa::: the station's only signal, until 1850, when a 1.375-pound

mechanically l"Ung foe; bell was installed. A fog trumpet l~ent up in

1872. and was replaced by a steam siren 1n 18870 The siren was later

converted to air operation. and just last year, was replaced by a

modern diaphram horn.

The gun surv!ved many tragedies, a::: \~e1J. as changes. The light

was badly damaged by fire in 1751, and was twice burned by American

-more·-
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USCGA, ~e~ London, Conn., BEL. NO. 158-63
Add 2 - SIGilAL CANNON •••••••

troops in July of 1775, while the harbor and light were held by the

British. In I·larch of 1776, the British blew up the light in their

retreat from the Harbor.

The gun was removed from the island last year, and t~rough the
........ -

efforts of the Academy's Arts and Artifacts Council, was brought here

in September of 1962. Weather conditions, abuse, and non-use had taken
\....

their toll on the gun, so when it arrived, considerable refurbishing

was needed.

Captain \V1lliam K. Earle, Head, Professional Studies Department

at the Academy, did considerable research through historical societies

and marine museums in order to restore the gun similar to its original

design. A ne~r caisson-type gun carriage was constructed by the Academy' s

Carpenter Shop, consisting of solid cypress wheels measuring 24 inches

in diameter, and the caisson itself made of Douglas fir. Both the

caisson and wheels are coated with heavy lacquer serving as both a

finish and preservative.

The Coast Guard Depot in New London, Conn., took care of the heavy

barrel, which measures slightly over seven feet long. The barrel was

first sand-blasted, and then primed with waSh-primer. After this, it

was painted with vinyl red lead, and then finished with a weather resis-

tant Vinyl black paint.

The gun is now mounted and secured to a concrete slab. where it

is expected to remain for many years to come.

(see attached photo)

ldw - 30 - 9-3-63
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