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Appendix I. The U.S. Coast Guard and Its Auxiliary:
A Chronology

U.S. Coast Guard

August 4, 1790 - President George Wash-
ington signs Congressional legislation
creating the U.S. Revenue-Cutter Service,
oldest of the Coast Guard's predecessor
organizations.

1910 - President Willlam Howard Taft
signs the Motorboat Regulations Act of
1910, establishing the first federal
regulations regarding safety and
navigational equipment on board pleasure
boats.

Jan. 28, 1915 - President Woodrow Wilson
signs Congressional legislation
consolidating the U.S. Revenue-Cutter
Service and U.S. Life-Saving Service to
create the U.S. Coast Guard. The new
institution, like its two predecessors, is to
operate under the Department of the
Treasury. Like the old Revenue-Cutter
Service, it is to be transferred to the
Department of the Navy during wartime.

1918 - President Wilson signs the
Numbering Act of 1918, requiring that
motorboats longer than sixteen feet be
numbered upon being placed in service.

1919-1933 - Coast Guard fights “rum war”
against illegal importation of intoxicating
liquor into the United States.

1924 - First Coast Guard Air Stations are
established.

July 1, 1939 - President Roosevelt signs
Congressional legislation consolidating the
Coast Guard and the U.S. Lighthouse
Service.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

June 23, 1939 - President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signs the Coast Guard Reserve
Actof 1939, creating the U.S. Coast Guard
Reserve, predecessor of the Coast Guard
Auxiliary.
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1940 - President Roosevelt signs the
Motorboat Act of 1940, which alters the
equipment regulations establshed in 1910
and makes it illegal to operate a motorboat
in a manner that endangers life, limb, or

property.

Nov. 1, 1941 - Coast Guard is transferred
to the Department of the Navy for the
duration of the Second World War.

March 1, 1942 - Coast Guard absorbs the
Bureau of Marine Inspection and
Navigation for the duration of the war.

{That arrangement is made permanent in
19486.)

Nov. 23, 1942 - Women's Reserve of the
Coast Guard Is created.

Feb. 19, 1941 - President Roosevelt signs
the Coast Guard Auxiliary and Reserve Act
of 1941, separating the civilian Auxiliary
from the newly-created “military” Coast
Guard Reserve.

May 4, 1842 - ADM Ernest J. King, Chief
of Naval Operations, approves creation of
the Coastal Picket Force, made up largely
of Auxiliarists.

June 6, 1942 - Congress amends the
Coast Guard Auxiliary and Reserve Act of
1941 to allow Auxiliarists and other
qualified individuals to provide service to
the Coast Guard in a military capacity by
enrolling as “temporary members” of the
Coast Guard Reserve.

October 29, 1942 - VADM Russell
Waesche, Commandant of the Coast
Guard, issues orders restructuring the
Temporary Component of the Coast Guard
Reserve and creating the Volunteer Port
Security Force.

Late 1942 or early 1943 - First women
join the Coast Guard Auxiliary.

May, 1943 - Volunteer Port Security Force
begins accepting female members.

1943 or 1944 - Auxiliarists begin
informal operations of aircraft and radio
stations.

October, 1943 - Operations of the Coastal
Picket Force cease.



Jan. 1, 1946 - Coast Guard returns to the
Department of the Treasury.

1950-1953 - Coast Guard intensifies port
security operations, vessel inspections,
and licensing procedures for merchant
seamen during the Korean conflict.
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September 30, 1944 - Congress amends
the Coast Guard Auxiliary and Reserve Act
of 1941 to define the Auxiliary’s peacetime
functions, and to authorize operations by
aircraft and radio stations.

June 1, 1945 - Coast Guard
Headquarters promulgates orders re-
organizing the Auxiliary into three “De-
partments”: Marine, Aviation, and
Communications.

September - October, 1945 - Temporary
members of the Coast Guard Reserve are
honorably disenrolled.

March 19, 1946 - Headquarters re-
structures the Auxiliary, abandoning the
“three department” scheme.

1947 - Auxiliary begins the Courtesy Boat
Inspection (CBI) program, predecessor of
the CME (Courtesy Marine Inspection)
program.

January, 1948 - Auxiliarists offer boating
safety courses at the Motorboat Show in
New York City's Grand Central Palace,
inaugurating the Public Education (PE)

program.

January, 1950 - First edition of the stan-
dardized “Basic Seamanship” course is
introduced.

February, 1951 - Auxiliary establishes
National Board and post of National
Commodore.

January, 1952 - Auxiliary Operations
(AUXOP) program is inaugurated.

April, 1953 - Auxiliary “A” and “B” Award
program is established.

Summer, 1955 - Auxiliary begins Aca-
demy Week program, which introduces
high school students to the Coast Guard
Academy. In 1966 the program is re-
named Project AIM (Academy Introductory
Mission).
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1957 - Coast Guard vessels Storis,
Bramble, and Spar make the first transit
of the Northwest Passage, north of
Canada.

Sept. 2, 1958 - President Eisenhower

signs the Federal Boating Act of 1958,
requiring that all vessels under sixty-five
feet in length be assigned numbers and
enhancing the Coast Guard’s authority to
enforce boating safety regulations.

1965-1972 - Coast Guard patrol boats
operate in waters off Vietnam.

April 1, 1987 - Coast Guard is
transferred permanently from the
Department of the Treasury to the
Department of Trans-portation.

August 10, 1971 - President Richard M.
Nixon signs the Federal Boat Safety Act of
1971, giving the Coast Guard the authority
to issue and enforce safety standards for
the manufacture of pleasure boats,
creating a National Boating Safety
Advisory Council, encouraging the state
governments to establish safe boating
laws, and authorizing the Coast Guard to
“terminate unsafe use” of boats.

1957 - Coast Guard and Auxiliary receive
Ole Evinrude Awards for outstanding
contributions to recreational boating,.

1957 - President Dwight D. Eisenhower
proclaims National Safe Boating Week. In
the following year, Congress passes
legislation making it an annual event.

Winter, 1959-1960 - Auxiliary national
newsletter, “Under the Blue Ensign,”
begins publication. In January, 1961, it
becomes the Auxiliary’s magazine, The
Navigator.

1962 - Auxiliary enters agreement with the
National Coast and Geodetic Survey and
the National Ocean Service to assist with
updating of marine charts.

1964 - Auxiliary adopts “Parallel Staffing”
concept to facilitate communications
between Auxiliary and Coast Guard units.

1968 - Current Auxiliary ensign, a blue
rectangular flag bearing the Auxiliary
emblem on a diagonal white “slash,” is
adopted.

1968 - National Safety Council presents
the Auxiliary with the National Safety
Service Award.



1976 - Coast Guard Academy begins
admitting female cadets.

1977 - Coast Guard begins assigning
women to seagoing cutters.

January 28, 1980 - Coast Guard tender
Blackthorn sinks after colliding with a
freighter in Tampa Bay, Florida.

April-June 19880 - Coast Guard, with
Auxiliary support, conducts Operation Key
Ring, the emigration of thousands of
Cubans to the United States from the
Cuban port of Mariel.
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1973 - Auxiliary inaugurates “Water 'n’
Kids" safety instruction program for
elementary school students.

1974 - Coast Guard suspends its “Boat
Check” inspection and decal program,
leaving all responsibility for safety
inspections to the Auxiliary's CME
program.

1974 - Auxliary initiates “Project RAP"
(Recruiting Assistance Program) to
encourage young men to enlist in the
Coast Guard.

1974 - AUXMIS (Auxiliary Management
Information System), the Auxiliary’s first
attempt to computerize its records,
debuts.

1975 - Auxiliary inaugurates the Marine
Dealer Visitation program.

1979 - Bolling Douglas, of the Seventh
District, is elected the first female
Auxiliary District Commodore.

1983 - Coast Guard Headquarters
introduces new, stringent Boat Crew
Qualification (BCQ) program.

1983 - By direction of Congress, Coast
Guard Headquarters issues orders turning
over most non-emergency search-and-
rescue cases from the Auxiliary to private
towing companies.

1990 - Congress approves collection of
“user fees” for recreational boaters in
areas where the Coast Guard operates.
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1991 - Coast Guard sends law
enforcement detachments and port
security units to Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain during Operations Desert Shield
and Desert Storm.

1991 - Auxiliary begins issuing “safety
check” decals to personal watercraft.

1995 - Auxiliary sets up its first Internet
site.

1996 - AUXMIS II replaces the obsolete
AUXMIS as the Auxiliary’s record-keeping
system.

October 19, 1996 - President Bill Clinton
signs the Coast Guard Auxiliary Act of
1996, authorizing the Commandant to
employ the Auxiliary in support of
virtually all Coast Guard missions.



Appendix II. Commandants
of the U.S. Coast Guard

Commodore Ellsworth P. Bertholf

RADM William E. Reynolds
RADM Frederick C. Billard
RADM Harry G. Hamlet
ADM Russell R. Waesche
ADM Joseph F. Farley
ADM Merlin O'Neill

ADM Alfred C. Richmond
ADM Edwin J. Roland
ADM VWillard J. Smith
ADM Chester R. Bender
ADM Owen W. Siler

ADM John B. Hayes

ADM James S. Gracey
ADM Paul A. Yost, Jr.
ADM J. William Kime
ADM Robert E. Kramek

ADM James M. Loy

1915-1919
1919-1924
1924-1932
1932-1936
1936-1945
1945-1950
1950-1954
1954-1962
1962-1966
1966-1970
1970-1974
1974-1978
1978-1982
1982-1986
1986-1990
1990-1994
1994-1998

1998-2002



Appendix III. National Commodores
of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

Bert C. Pouncey, Jr.
Alexander S. Bauer
J. Webb Sheehy
John Brent Tanner
Charles S. Greanoff
Bliss Woodward
Homer L. Byers
Ellsworth A. Weinberg
Grover A. Miller, Jr.
John B. Stone
Harry S. Osbourn
Harold B. Haney
Anderson A. Cordill
J. Kevin Mitchell
Robert L. Horton
Aime R. Bernard
Martin S. Herz
Chris C. Lagen
William C. Harr
Henry G. Pratt, 11l
Stanley Y. Kennedy
Joseph J. Lanz, Jr.
Peter W. Melera

Everette L. Tucker, Jr.

1951-1952
1953-1954
1955

1956-1957
1958-1959
1960-1961
1962-1963
1964-1966
1967-1968
1969-1971
1971-1972
1973-1974
1975-1976
1977-1978
1979-1980
1981-1982
1983-1984
1985-1986
1987-1988
1989-1990
1991-1992
1993-1994
1995-1996
1997-2000



Appendix IV. Chief Directors
of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary

CAPT Nathaniel S. Fulford

CAPT Harold B. Roberts
CAPT Richard Baxter
CAPT James A. Cornish
CAPT Albert A. Heckman
CAPT Robert C. Gould
CAPT John D. McCann
CAPT Julian E. Johansen
CAPT Harold W. Parker
CAPT Swain L. Wilson
CAPT Merrill K. Wood
CAPT John W. Duenzl
CAPT James G. Glasgow
CAPT Neal F. Herbert
CAPT William J. Wallace
CAPT William S. Griswold
CAPT Alvin A. Sarra, Jr.
CAPT Alan D. Summy

CAPT. Mark S. Kern

1951-1954

1955-1959

1960-1963

1963-1964

1964-1965

1966-1968

1968-1970

1970-1972

1972-1974

1974-1976

1976-1979

1979-1981

1981-1983

1983-1985

1985-1988

1988-1993

1993-1996

1996-1998

1998-2001



Appendix V. U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Honor Roll

The records regarding awards presented to Coast Guard Auxiliarists,
unfortunately, are sketchy. On the basis of the available documentation,
including The Navigator, district journals, the earlier research by Auxiliarist
Harriet Howard, and copies of citations in various files in the Coast Guard
Auxiliary Records Collection, the author has been able to identify with certainty
four Auxiliarists who have received the Gold Lifesaving Medal, four who have
earned the Silver Lifesaving Medal, and fifty-eight recipients of the Plaque of
Merit, or “A” Award.

This list is inconsistent in detail and, almost unquestionably,
incomplete. In some cases the documentation reveals nothing beyond the
name of the award recipient and the date; in others considerable detail
regarding the act for which the award was conferred is available.

Any reader who can provide further information regarding the incidents
described below, or documentation identifying additional award recipients, is
invited to share that material with the Office of the Auxiliary. The Auxiliary is
anxious to give all due credit to those Auxiliarists who have earned some of the
nation’s highest honors for bravery.

Gold Lifesaving Medal

1. 1951. Erick Lundberg, 13" District. On May 28, 1951, the fishing vessel Acme sank
off Neskowin, Oregon. Two survivors climbed to the top of the mast, the only part
of the sunken vessel that protruded above the water. Mr. Lundberg, who was tending
his crab pots alone in his boat, the Manatee, maneuvered through the heavy surfand
rescued one of the survivors. The other man was washed off the mast and drowned.

2, 3. 1990 - Robert and Jean Colby, 9 District. On September 16, 1990, the gasoline
tanker Jupiter caught fire at its mooring on the Saginaw River. The Colbys took five
crew members on board their 42-foot trawler, administered treatment for shock and
hypothermia, and delivered the two men to an ambulance at the pier. The Colbys
then returned to the burning ship to help transfer two more men to a Coast Guard
utility boat, and came back a third time to set up a safety zone. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Colby also received the Auxiliary Plaque of Merit.

4. 1997 - Frank Mauro, 7* District. On April 6, 1997, a 25-foot Bayliner collided with a
barge moored at the 17" Street Causeway Bridge in Ft. Lauderdale. Mr. Mauro was
serving as a crew member on board CG Utility Boat 41351. He jumped into the
water and rescued four people - three adults and a young girl - by hauling them on
board a Coast Guard rigid-hull inflatable that had arrived on the scene.

Silver Lifesaving Medal

1. 1972 - Robert Wolfe, 8* District. Mr. Wolfe rescued four boys who had fallen off a
homemade raft into the rain-swollen waters of Buffalo Bayou on March 21, 1972.
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2. 1973 - John Hall Autry, 2™ District. On the night of August 26, 1973, Mr. Autry

3.

4.

1.

2.

rescued a 12-year-old boy who had fallen from a boat into the Mississippi. Mr. Autry
Jjumped into the water and kept the boy on the surface while they were swept
downstream. Eventually they were halted by a rock dike, and were pulled to safety
by a pursuing boat.

1979 - Dennis A. Thompson, 11" District. While on a camping trip on March 18,

1979, Mr. Thompson rescued two men whose boat had capsized in a heavy surf two
hundred yards off Sunset Park Beach, Calif. The men were “near panic” and had no
life jackets. Mr. Thompson convinced them to stay with the debris from the boat
rather than try to swim ashore. He stayed with them till the surf and current took
them to safety.

1998 - Carl Woodard, 7* District. On May 16, 1998, Mr. Woodard saved a 9-year-old

boy from drowning in Santa Rosa Sound.

Coast Guard Auxiliary Plaque of Merit (A Award)

1953 - Henry Irving, 12" District. This earliest recorded presentation of the Plaque of

Merit is noted in Whistling Buoy, the journal of the 12" District, with no details
beyond the fact that Mr. Irving saved at least one life when two oil tankers exploded
at Oleum, California.

1953 - Miguel A. Colorado, 7" District. At 2:00 a.m. on October 27, 1953, Mr.

Colorado got a phone call at his home telling him that a boat had capsized near
Caballo Blanco Reefs, Boca de Congrejos, Puerto Rico. He went out in his outboard
motorboat to look for survivors. At daylight he located two of them on board the
boat, took them on board his own boat, and brought them ashore to get medical
attention.

3. 1856 - G.D. Scott, 8* District.

4.

5.

1957 - Orville A. Fuller, 13" District. On Sept. 10, 1957, Mr. Fuller rescued ten men

from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers dredge William T. Russel, which had sunk
at Coos Bay, Oregon.

1960 - Al A. Adams, 11" District. On June 1, 1960, Mr. Adams was on board his

docked boat at the Yacht Haven anchorage of the Cerritos Channel when a friend on
board a nearby vessel hailed him that a burning boat, the Queente, was adrift in the
anchorage. Adams ran to a nearby pier, put a dinghy in the water, and rowed out to
assist the owner of the Queenie, Mr. E.A. Mayer, who had jumped overboard. Adams
took Mr. Mayer to the pler, and then rowed out to the burning boat again; it had
drifted against several others. Adams took it in tow with his dinghy. After rowing a
few yards he got help from Dr. Britt Dalby, who took him on board his yacht,
Fonanda, and took over the tow. Shortly after they cleared the anchorage, fireboats
arrived and put the fire out.

6. 1961 - Charles R. Zeller, 1° District. The 45-foot yacht Jolly Roger blew up at the

gasoline dock at Happy's Yacht Basin in Brooklyn. Mr. Zeller, at great personal risk,
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approached the burning boat and a teenaged girl, her clothing in flames, jumped into
his arms. He put out the flames on her clothes by submerging her in the water, then
pulled her back onto the pier. He then pulled several burning articles of clothing
from a second victim, and rescued a third who was in the water clinging to a piling.
By then the Jolly Roger's mooring lines had burned through. Zeller, though badly
burned himself, had the pier's gas pumps turned off at the main and supervised the
retrieval of the drifting boat. He then persuaded some dazed bystanders to call the
fire department. The firemen put out the remaining fire.

7. 1966 - Richard D. Eisenman, 3™ District. On the night of July 23-24, 1966, Mr.
Eisenman was on patrol off Eaton’s Neck, Long Island. During his patrol period,

from 2000 to 0700, he assisted seven vessels that were endangered by stormy
weather.

8. 1967 - Wayne Johnson, 17 District. On Sept. 18, 1967, Mr. Johnson rescued a man
from the distressed troller AK 1056 A, which had run aground on Mendenhall Bar
off Norway Point, Juneau, Alaska. The Coast Guard Cutter Cape Coral was on the
scene, but unable to get into the shoal water. Mr. Johnson got alongside the troller
in his 36-foot boat, Norma Jane, with two Coast Guardsmen, LCDR John J. Cadigan
and James J. Goesling, on board, to carry out the rescue.

9. 1967 - Herbert A. Brack, 1* District. On Sept. 17, 1967, with his boat, Grand Slam,
Mr. Brack rescued three people from a pair of overturned boats at the mouth of the
Ipswich River during a storm in the vicinity of Hurricanes Chloe and Doria. He also
directed further rescue operations by means of his radio.

10. 1967 - Charles L. Long, 11" District. On January 15, 1967, Mr. Long and two
crewmen in the 16-foot Boston Whaler So Long Darling helped the Coast Guard

Cutter Ewing rescue and take in tow the 32-foot sloop Sinbad, which was in distress
with two injured crewmen on board.

11. 1968 - Raymond R. George, 11" District. On July 13, 1968, while on patrol in his
boat, Del Ray, Mr. George rescued three people from a capsized sailboat. After

carrying the survivors ashore, he returned to the scene of the accident and towed the
boat in.

12. 1968 - Roger O. Snowman, 1* District. On March 30, 1968, Mr. Snowman was
working on board his boat when he heard cries for help. A boy was floundering in
the water 50 feet out. Mr. Snowman jumped in and swam toward him. By this time
the boy had gone under. Mr. Snowman found him on the bottom (the water was
fifteen feet deep), pulled him up by his sweater, and got him safely on board a nearby
barge. The award citation does not identify the site of the incident.

13, 14. 1969 - Warren W. Hewitt and Joseph W. Ram, 11" District. On Feb. 26, 1969,
during the flood disaster at Ventura Marina, a Coast Guard Boating Detachment boat
had engine fallure while trying to rescue three people from an overturned boat. Mr.
Hewitt and Mr. Ram cast off their 18-foot outboard and assisted.

15-17. 1969 - Henry Gibbons, William Bruce, and William Cox, 11* District. The three
Auxiliarists rendered assistance when a 30-foot cabin cruiser exploded at a fuel dock
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at Channel Islands Marina, May 30, 1969. They removed two victims, despite the
flames.

18. 1970 - John Nicholson, 1* District. On August 8, 1970, Mr. Nicholson rescued two
people from a heavy surf off Plum Island. They were clinging to a capsized 22-foot
sailboat. Mr. Nicholson towed it and them to safer water.

19. 1968 - Richard T. Bothwell, 1* District. On October 3, 1968, at the Lynn Harbor
Yacht Club, a boat exploded. Mr. Bothwell and two other club members jumped into
a tender that was equipped with a fire extinguisher. Having established that everyone
on board the burning boat had already been taken ashore, they put out the fire. Mr.
Bothwell suffered first- and second-degree burns and smoke inhalation.

20. 1972 - David L. Lurie, 1* District. On the afterncon of August 5, 1972, the 40-foot
boat Action blew up while moored to a fueling barge in Manhasset Bay, New York.
Mr. Lurie moved his boat alongside and rescued three people.

21. 1972 - Betti Sue Klein, 7 District. Though virtually everyone else in the community
had evacuated, Mrs. Klein continued to operate her CB station on Alligator Point
during Hurricane Agnes on June 18, 1972.

22-24. 1974 - Thomas J. Higgins, Ronald J. Gesci, and Bruce H. Keyser, 9" District.

25. 1974 - Thomas M. Mulhall, 9 District. On April 16, 1974, a tanker went aground
in the St. Lawrence Seaway. During an inspection operation a Coast Guard petty
officer, Dennis Perry, apparently fell overboard. Mr. Mulhall volunteered to assist in

the diving operations to find him. Mulhall made twenty dives in six days, to a depth
of 100 feet.

26-29. 1974 - Aime R. Bernard, Frank Scott Powell, Charles Samper, and Wayne St.
Morris, 14" District. On Aug. 11, 1974, on baord Mr. Powell’s facility, Courtesy I,
the three Auxiliarists attempted to rescue two young boys who were adrift in a rubber
raft off Lanakai Beach, Oahu. They launched their boat under difficult surge
conditions that damaged its hull and propellor. By the time they got to the point

where the boys had been spotted, the Coast Guard radioed that the boys were close
to shore and in safe waters.

30, 31. 1975 - Eric H. Vollmer and Harold R. Harris, 12* District. On February 12,
1975, Mr. Vollmer and Mr. Harris took the distressed sailing vessel Yahoo in tow
during a storm off Santa Cruz, California.

32. 1976 - Horace D. Shinn, 7* District. On July 16, 1976, Mr. Shinn rescued a family
of three from a sinking homemade houseboat on Lake Okeechobbee.

33. 1977 - Raymond M. Tousseau, 12 District. On February 20, 1977, while on patrol
in Santa Cruz Harbor in his boat, La Bonnie Vie, Mr. Tousseau rescued three people
from a capsized skiff 1500 yards offshore.

34. 1977 - Richard L. Law, 2™ District. On July 4, 1977, Mr. Law rescued a drowning
swimmer on the Lewis and Clark Lake at Yorktown, South Dakota.



220 AppendixV

35. 1977 - Ronald W. Brown, 5" District.

36. 1978 - Harold A. Perrin, 8 District. On December 2, 1978, on board his facility, The
Duchess, Mr. Perrin went searching for an overdue boat, a 12-foot outboard whose
65-year-old owner was known to have a history of heart problems. It was a dark and
foggy night. Perrin took his boat down narrow Bedico Creek and the Tangipahoo
River, frequently bumping along from one bank to the other. He anchored his boat
and proceeded on foot for half a mile. Mr. Perrin located the missing fisherman lying
on the beach in an extremely weakened condition and suffering from hypothermia
due to the cold temperature, wind, and wet clothing. Mr. Perrin built a fire, then
returned to the Duchess and notified the Coast Guard. When a Coast Guard boat
arrived, Mr. Perrin led the Coast Guard personnel back through the swampy
shoreline to where the fisherman waited by the fire.

37, 38.1978 - John T. and Suzanne Engle, 1* District. On July 3, 1978, Mr. and Mrs.
Engle rescued the three-person crew of the 24-foot runabout Elan when it broke
down off the north shore of Long Island.

39. 1978 - Robert C. Chapman, 2* District. On March 18, 1978, Mr. Chapman
responded to a call for assistance from the Police Department of Sioux City, lowa, in
locating a 12-year-old boy who had disappeared into a conduit at Perry Creek on an
ice floe. Mr. Chapman entered the conduit in a 10-foot boat and found the boy about
eighty feet inside, clinging to debris. Due to the strong current, Mr. Chapman was
unable to reach the boy, but shouted his location to firemen who, with the aid of
safety lines, were able to effect a rescue. The current continued to sweep Mr.
Chapman through the conduit, in total darkness, toward the outlet and the Missouri
River. At the end of the conduit, the boat plunged over a drop-off which threw him
overboard and demolished the boat. Mr. Chapman was wearing a life jacket and,
with the help of some onlookers, was able to make it to the shore.

40. 1979 - Richard B. Cox, 12" District. On March 26, 1979, on patrol duty in Morro
Bay, California, in his boat Refuge II, Mr. Cox monitored a radio conversation
between the Coast Guard Cutter Cape Hedge and what was described as a disabled
15-foot boat with three people on board. Mr. Cox told the Cape Hedge that the
Refuge I would take the distress call. The distressed vessel turned out to be a 20-
foot runabout with eight people on board. The Refuge II had just passed a towline
when four large “sleeper” waves, estimated at 20 feet high, struck and capsized both
boats. Mr. Cox got ashore with help from his PFD; he immediately waded through
the surf to get one of the survivors from the other boat.

41. 1979 - George G. Hart, Div. VI, 11 District. On March 26, 1979, while on board his
facility, Refuge II, Mr. Hart rescued a survivor from a disabled 20-foot boat, despite
the fact that his own boat had just capsized in the swell, leaving him with several
cracked ribs.

42, 43. 1979 - James Clement and Robin Smith, 17* District. On May 28, 1979, Mr.
Clement was skipper and Smith was serving as crew of the Auxiliary Facility Lively
Lady. (The other crew members were their wives, Jennine Clement and Linda
Smith.) They were returning to Seward, Alaska after a 6-hour SAR mission when
they got a radio message that three men had been seen clinging to an overturned,
half-submerged skiff in Resurrection Bay. The Lively Lady went to the rescue, and
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Mr. Clement and Mr. Smith took a 10-foot rubber raft into the shallows. They had
to make two trips to rescue all three men and get them to a hospital, where all three
were treated for advanced hypothermia. Mrs. Clement and Mrs. Smith were
presented with the Auxiliary B Award.

44. 1980 - Leo A. Braun, 11" District. On April 20, 1980, Mr. Braun was serving as a
crew member on board the Auxiliary facility Dorothy B. off Marina Del Ray when it
received a distress call from a boat that had capsized on the seaward side of the
detached breakwater. Four men had gone overboard from the boat and were being
swept toward the jagged rocks of the breakwater. The Dorothy B. backed down
toward the scene and Mr. Braun climbed onto the swimstep at her stern. The boat
was pitching so badly that he was frequently submerged to a depth of three feet. He
dragged one of the survivors into the boat.

45. 1980 - Kenneth A. Anderson, 7" District. After the sinking of the Coast Guard buoy
tender Blackthorn in Tampa Bay on January 28, 1980, Mr. Anderson, a certified
diver, made five dives to the wreck during a period of fifteen hours. He helped
recover the bodies of four of the twenty-three Coast Guardsmen who drowned in the
tragedy.

46. 1980 - James R. Benes, 8" District. On June 15, 1980, Mr. Benes was a crew
member on board the facility Denny D., which was en route to assist a grounded
vessel among the trees along the northeast shore of Lake Dallas. Someone else on
board the Denny D. spotted a small inflatable yellow raft with a 14-year-old girl on
it, struggling in the 25-knot wind and 2-foot seas. As the Denny D. approached the
girl fell off the raft. Mr. Benes, wearing a life jacket and carrying a seat cushion,
jumped into the water and swam 50 feet to the girl. He then kept her afloat until a
small runabout picked them up.

47, 48. - 1982 - Geraldine and Milton R. Entwistle, 11™ District. On the night of April
23, 1982, on board their boat, Searcher, Mr. and Mrs. Entwistle rescued three
swimmers from an 8-foot surf off Black Point, Calif.

49. 1982 - Yvonne E. Taylor, 13" District. On July 16, 1982, on board her boat, Bonnie
T.. at the mouth of the Siuslaw River, Mrs. Taylor saw a boat capsize and rescued
two survivors. The swells were six feet and the wind sixteen knots.

50. 1982 - James Toth, 2* District. On Sept. 6, 1982, on Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri,
Mr. Toth and his wife, Lois, picked up a “Mayday” call from a burning pontoon boat
with six people on board. Mr. Toth put out the fire with the extinguisher from his
boat. He and Mrs. Toth rescued five of the six people (who had jumped overboard);

the sixth was picked up by a passing runabout. Mrs. Toth was presented with the
B Award.

51. 1986 - Robert L. Dixson, 2™ District. On the evening of July 11, 1986, Mr. Dixson
rescued an 11-year-old girl who had fallen from a floating fuel dock into the Missouri
River at Omaha, Nebraska..

52. 1987 - Richard P. Cash, 9" District. On June 29, 1987, Mr. Cash rescued two
children who had jumped overboard from a boat that had exploded off South Haven
Michigan. He rescued a third survivor, but she died despite his giving her CPR.
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53. 1989 - Robert M. Allan, Jr., 11" District. On July 8, 1989, Mr. Allan rescued and
infant from the burning 45-foot cruiser Sharper Image. Mr. Allan was in a weak
physical state at the time, having recently undergone open-heart surgery.

54-56. 1989 - George C. Wilkins, Charles Fankboner, and Meyer Goo, 10™ District. On
November 6, 1989, the Auxiliary Facility Lucky Lil was on patrol off Keakole Point,
Hawaii, with Mr. Wilkins as skipper and Mr. Fankboner and Mr. Goo as crewmen.
The facility responded to a call for help from the 30-foot pleasure boat Windy L,
which was adrift 28 miles northwest of Keakole Point, Hawaii. Despite a 30-knot
wind with gusts to forty knots and seas of eighteen feet, they managed to hook up a
towline and tow the distressed vessel to safety.

57. 1991 - David E. Weber, 17 Dist. On the night of November 26, 1991, in driving snow
and marginal sea conditions, Mr. Weber took his boat, Quanah P., into Cook Inlet,
Alaska, to rescue two survivors from the pleasure boat Amanda B. He found the boat
adrift sixteen miles offshore. Several Coast Guardsmen were on board the Quanah
P. to serve as crew; they managed to pass a towline. The two people on board the
Amanda B. were transferred, and the Quanah P., with the Amanda B. in tow, took
them to the small boat harbor.

58. 1990 - Jean Colby, 9" District. On May 18, 1990, Mrs. Colby and her husband,
Robert, were on patrol when they picked up a distress call regarding two men
alongside a capsized boat in Saginaw Bay. Mrs. Colby, wearing an inflatable survival
suit, pulled one of the men to safety while the crew of a Coast Guard boat rescued the
other. (Mr. and Mrs. Colby both received A Awards and Gold Lifesaving Medals for
their actions on September 16, 1990, as described above.)
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The O.W. Martin, Jr. Coast Guard Auxiliary Records Collection

Most of the primary sources for this book were found in the O.W. Martin, Jr.
Coast Guard Auxiliary Records Collection, part of the manuscript repository
known collectively as Special Collections at the J.Y. Joyner Library of East
Carolina University, in Greenville, North Carolina.

Until the late 1980s the Coast Guard Auxiliary's approach to record
keeping was casual in the extreme. Some individual flotillas saved documents
related to their histories, but on the national level the only centralized archive
was a modest collection of documents, mainly dating from the Second World
War, in the library at Mystic Seaport Maritime Museum. The approach of the
Auxiliary's fiftieth anniversary, in 1999, stimulated considerable interest in its
history at all levels.

Orville W. Martin, Jr., (known to virtually everyone who knew him as
“Sonny”) had joined the Auxiliary in 1977, after his retirement, with the rank
of colonel, from the U.S. Army. His 31-year military career had included
service in France, Korea, and Taiwan, and a broad range of assignments; he
commanded one of the last Army mule units, and served for several years as
a military journalist. That experience probably was instrumental in his
appointment as Historian of the Auxiliary.

In 1988 Sonny Martin and Donald R. Lennon, Director of Special
Collections at Joyner Library, worked out an agreement whereby E.C.U. would
become the official repository for the Auxiliary's archives. The university
seemed a logical site for several reasons. Its Manuscript Collections specialize
in naval and maritime history (among other topics), and it is home to one of
the nation’s two graduate programs in maritime history and nautical
archzeology. Within a few months the manuscript boxes from Mystic were
transferred, and Martin, with characteristic energy and good humor, utilized
every means at his disposal to encourage Auxiliary units at all levels to compile
their old documents, box them up, and send them to Greenville.

When the documents arrived at the E.C.U. Manuscripts Collection,
Curator Mary Boccaccio, with the assistance of several graduate students,
sorted through them, catalogued them, and placed them in archivally-approved
boxes. No one at either Auxiliary headquarters or E.C.U. was quite prepared
for the enthusiasm with which the various flotillas all over the country entered
into the project. By the end of the year 2000 the collection consisted of 3,855
titled folders, occupying 604 manuscript boxes and 242 cubic feet of shelf
space. The manuscript and printed pages totaled more than three hundred
thousand. Nor did the Auxiliary restrict its donations to documents. The
collection also contains about two thousand photographs, along with numerous
audio tapes, video cassettes, slides, movie film, and other memorabilia.
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Sonny Martin died on January 27, 1999. Shortly thereafter the
Auxiliary, with the university’s whole-hearted agreement, renamed the
collection the O.W. Martin, Jr. Coast Guard Auxiliary Records Collection.

The collection is open to all serious researchers, who are invited to avail
themselves of the excellent facilities in the recently-constructed reading room
on the fourth floor of Joyner Library. Since 1999 the basic data base of the
collection, including a frequently-updated list of folder titles, has been available
on the Internet; the address is

<www.lib.ecu.edu/SpclColl/CoastGuardData.html>.

Inquiries may also be sent by mail to

O.W. Martin Coast Guard Auxiliary Records
Special Collections

Joyner Library

East Carolina University

Greenville, NC 27858.

As is inevitable in such a project, the collection’s coverage of Auxiliary
history is inconsistent in depth. When the call went out in the late 1980s,
some units had already compiled their own informal archives; others had
never undertaken any systematic study of their history before. In some cases,
individual Auxiliarists donated complete sets of district journals and other
publications dating back to the Second World War. Some flotillas had retained
their rosters and the minutes of their meetings for decades. The early history
of other Auxiliary units is virtually a blank page. Generally speaking,
documentation on the period since about 1970 is considerably thicker than
that for the earlier years. Researchers should also bear in mind that the
curator and her staff are responsible for several hundred manuscript
collections, and cannot undertake extensive individual research projects.

At the end of the year 2000 the boxes of Coast Guard Auxiliary material
are still arriving in Greenville at a steady pace. The Martin Collection
undoubtedly will be the centerpiece for research into the history of the Coast
Guard Auxiliary for the foreseeable future.

Other Sources

The U.S. Coast Guard has received less attention from historians than have the
nation’s other armed services. The standard history of the Coast Guard is
Robert Erwin Johnson's Guardians of the Sea: History of the United States
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Coast Guard, 1915 to the Present (Annapolis, Md.: Naval Institute Press,
1987).

The episode in Coast Guard history that has received the most attention
from historians is, of course, the Second World War. As mentioned in Chapter
One, the Coast Guard commissioned its own, 31-volume history of its wartime
operations and administration. These documents were never published
commercially, but in 1957 the Naval Institute Press published a 1-volume
distillation of the project, The U.S. Coast Guard in World War II, by LT
Malcolm F. Willoughby. A revised edition was published in 1989. Willoughby
was an officer in the Coast Guard Reserve, and his book includes surveys of
the activities in which the Auxiliary was involved. The standard reference on
the specifications and careers of specific Coast Guard vessels is Robert L.
Scheina, U.S. Coast Guard Cutters and Craft of World War I (Annapolis:
Naval Institute Press, 1982). The Coast Guard Historian's office presided a
new burst of research in conjunction with the war's fiftieth anniversary,
commissioning a series of articles on various topics related to the war for the
Commandant’s Bulletin. These pieces were later issued as “stand-alone”
publications, and are available from the Historian's Office. Among them is
Dennis R. Noble’s survey of “The Beach Patrol and Corsair Fleet” (Washington:
U.S. Coast Guard, 1992). Another good source on the Coastal Picket Force is
“The United States Coast Guard's Coastal Picket Patrol: ‘Yachting’ on the Fifty-
Fathom Curve” (The Log of Mystic Seaport, Vol. 43, no. 1, Spring 1991).

Most naval histories of the war pay scant attention to the Coast Guard
Reserve. Samuel Eliot Morison’s 15-volume History of United States Naval
Operations tn World War II, whose first volumes have now been in print for
more than half a century, still contains, in Vol. I, The Battle of the Atlantic
(Boston: Little Brown, 1947), the best general account of the “Corsair Fleet's”
operations in their overall naval context. The Chief of Naval Operations,
FLADM Ernest J. King, included a brief narrative of the Reserve's and
Auxiliary’s contributions to the war effort in his U.S. Navy at War, 1941-1945:
Official Reports to the Secretary of the Navy (Washington: Dept. of the Navy,
1946).

Of the many books covering the U-boat campaign in American waters,
the most recent and detailed is Clay Blair’s The Hunters, 1939-1 942, Vol. 1 of
Hitler's U-Boat War (New York: Random House, 1996). Other recent books
on the Battle of the Atlantic that help put the Auxiliary’s operations in their
context include Michael Gannon, Operation Drumbeat (New York: Harper and
Row, 1990), Peter Cremer, U-Boat Commander (Annapolis: Naval Institute
Press, 1984), Homer H. Hickam, Jr., Torpedo Junction: U-boat War off
America’s East Coast, 1942 (Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1989), and
Timothy J. Runyan and Jan M. Copes, eds., To Die Gallantly: The Battle of
the Atlantic (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1994).
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The only previous book-length study of the Auxiliary is the affectionate
but extremely brief The Volunteers: The Story of the U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary, by veteran Auxiliarist and former National Commodore Ellsworth
A. Weinberg (n.p.: U.S. Coast Guard National Board, Inc., 1986). The reader
who wishes to study Auxiliary history in more depth should start by perusing
the Auxiliary’'s magazine, The Navigator, and its predecessor articles on
Auxiliary activities in Yachting. (The connection between those two
publications and the genesis of The Navigator is summarized in Chapter
Four.) The various journals and newsletters published on the District,
Division, and Flotilla levels are the best sources on more specific Auxiliary
activities. Most of these documents have received little, if any, circulation
outside the Auxiliary itself. The Coast Guard Auxiliary Records Collection at

East Carolina University exists for the purpose of ensuring that such materials
are available to future researchers.
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