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A Bicentennial Publication

Preface

The United States Coast Guard is almost as old as the nation
itself. The service's bicentennial is in 1990. The exploits of
the early Coast Guard ships, known as Revenue Cutters, is a
fascinating but often overlooked chapter in America’s
maritime history. Revenue Cutter sailors enforced customs
laws, fought the French and English, battled pirates and
slavers and much more.

Captain Smith’s book is one of the best works available on
the early history of the Revenue Cutters. It is a lively account
of the service’s first sixty years.

To commemorate the Coast Guard’s bicentennial, the Naval
Historical Foundation has graciously allowed the Coast
Guard to reprint the book.
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PREFACE

HE manusecript of this Early His-
tory of the United States Revenue
Marlne Service,—or as that service is
known today, the U. S. Coast Guard,
came to light in a fortuitous way which
is not without considerable interest. A
little over four years ago, that was early
in 1926, while searching the records of
the Navy Department for data on an
historical bell, salvaged from H. M, §.
Guerriere, by a midshipman and placed
on board the U. 8. Frigate CONSTI-
TUTION, an abstract dealing with this
incident was found which commenced
with the following words:
“‘About two years ago Capt. Henry

(sic) D. Smith of the U. S. Reve-
nue Service wrote a serles of articles
entitled On the Deck of Old Ironsides,
which were published in a weekly
journal of this city,—The Boston Truc
Flag. One of these articles was called

“How She Lost and Gained o Bell.”

The Navy Department’s archives—le.
Those of thie Historical Section, under
the Director of Naval Intelligence,—
also contained a letter written on March
30, 1905 by the late Horatio D. Smith
which definitely established the authen-
ticity of the tradition surrounding the
Guerriere-Constitution Bell incident. The
search for the immediate heirs of the
writer of these two letters, led the Edi-
tor to make two visits to the home of
Captain Smith’s widow in Oyster Bay,
Long Island.

On the occasion of the first visit,
about two-thirds of the MMS of “On the
Deck of Old Ironsides” was loaned to
the visitor but no mention was made of
the existence of a long hand copy—a
veritable manuscript—of this History.
That did not come to light until the sec-
ond visit made a year and a half later,
at a time when the household was be-
ing broken up under very sad circum-
stances, The offer of the manuscripts
for safekeeping, and subsequent use was
accepted. Had this not have been done
it is probable that the entire MS would
have been burned or completely lost.
The latter part, dealing with the period
subsequent to 1846 had been destroyed
but a few days before.

Horatio Davis Smith was born Janu-
ary 28, 1845, at Foxboro, Mass., and
prior to his entry into the Service of
the Coast Guard he was an Acting Mas-
ter’'s Mate in the Navy from October
26, 1864, to June 8, 1865, serving with

honor on the U. S. S. SAVANNAH and
U. S. S. MATTABASETT. He was ap-
pointed in the Revenue Cutter Service
(Coast Guard) from Massachusetts In
July, 1867, and was commissioned as a
second lieutenant (now lieutenant, jun-
ior grade) on July 20, 1870. He was an
able and efficient officer and served with
credit on practically all stations of the
Service. He commanded the Coast Guard
cutter PERRY on {ts historic voyage
from New York to San Francisco in
1895, and while calling at Callao, Peru,
his vessel was held in readiness to meet
any emergency that might arise in pro-
tection of American lives and property
at that post during an uprising. After
completing the 15,000-mile voyage to
San Francisco, he refitted his ship with-
in 20 days and sailed for duty in the
Bering Sea. During the Spanish-Ameri-
can War he was assigned to the com-
mand of the Coast Guard cutter MOR-
RILL, which cooperated with the Navy.
He was retired on January 28, 1909, upon
reaching the age of 64 with the rank
of Captain Commandant, one grade high-
er than Senior Captain, the rank he
then held, on account of Civil War
Service in accordance with the Act of
April 16, 1908, he having served with
honor and distinction for over 42 years.
He died at Flushing, New York, on May
4, 1918.

This abstract was very kindly fur-
nished from the Headquarters, United
States Coast Guard.

Captain Smith, under his own name,
contributed many articles to ‘“The Unit-
ed Service,” a well known American
publication of half a century ago. The
“first series” of this publication, com-
menced [n January, 1879, the ‘second
series” in January, 1889; and the third,
January, 1902. In Volume III of the first
series will be found the Historian's
earliest published writings on the Unit-
ed States Revenue Marine (apart pos-
sibly from contributions to the dally
press)., Nearly ten years later he wrote
on the U. S. Revenue Service (Vols. II
and IIT of the second series). In Vol. VI
of the second series, the “History of the
United States Frigate CONSTITUTION”
is commenced. It is very different from
“On the Deck of Old Iromnsides,” which
remains as yet unpublished. In all,
some fourteen articles were contributed
by bim to The United Service. Among



these were “Captain John C. Webster”;
“The Harriet Lane” and “Celebrated
Figureheads of Historical Ships.”

Now and then, Captain Smith chose
to write under a nmom-de-plume. ‘The
Reminiscences of the Old Navy” pub-
lished by the Army and Navy Register
in 1883 were siguned “Union Jack,” as
were also several open letters written to
the Army and Navy Journal at the time
protests were being registered in the
public press against the consolidation of
the Revenue Cutter Service with the
United States Navy. At another time he
signed as ‘‘Justice and Fair Play.”

A very stirring incident entitled
‘“Hall’'s Crime” was published by him
(as “The Mariner”) in the San Fran-
cisco Examiner (1879). It dealt with the
escape of a criminal on the English-
China steamer Oceanic, whose Captain
refused to stop on the high seas in re-
sponse to a signalled request from the
U.S.R.C. JOHN F. HUNTLEY, H. D.
Smith commanding.

In his ‘“Reminiscences of the Old
Navy” many are the ‘“Deeds of Valor”
he has recorded of notable officers of
the United States Navy and the ‘Reve-
nue Marine Service. “The Blue and

Gray” published (in 1893) his story of
“With Farragut on the Hartford.” Here
again he chose to write as “Union
Jack.”

Some eight or ten valuable scrap-
books, kept by Captain Smith, are ex-
tant, from which a vast amount of in-
teresting historical narrative may be
culled, After hig death these and a
number of his books and papers were
kept carefully and cherished by his only
daughter, now deceased. Credit is due
to her, as well as to her mother, for hav-
ing preserved the manuscript now being
published. It has been a real pleasure
to play the part of Editor, and helping
in that, and other ways to perpetuate
the memory of a gallant officer and one
of the staunchest protagonists who
ever wore the uniform of the United
States Revenue Cutter Service, whose
name will ever be associated with the
History of the oldest maritime service
of the United States—The late Horatio
Davis Smith, Captain Commandant, U. S.
Coast Guard,

ErLioT SNoOwW,

Rear Admiral (CC) U.S.N. (Ret.)
Trustee Naval Historical Foundation.
Bryn Mawr, Pa., April 30, 1930.



CHAPTER 1.

ORIGIN AND MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE BERVICE, 1789-1799.

Circular from Secretary of Treasury
to Collectors of Customs—The Secre-
tary's views—Bill presented to Con-
gress—Estimates of personnel, material
and annual expense—General Lincoln,
Collector at Boston writes regarding a
revenue cutter—Instruction for con-
gtructing the MASSACHUSETTS—John
Foster Williams, formerly of the Col-
onial Navy to superintend construe-
tion—First list of Officers and Cutters—
First ration established—Description of
Cutter MASSACHUSETTS — MASSA-
CHUSETTS put into service, 1791-1796—
Dimension of the SCAMMEL built at
Portsmouth—Treasury Department Cir-
cular of 1791 to Collectors—Instructions
to Commanders of Cutters, 1791 —
Reveue Cutter Officers deemed to be offi-
cers of the Customs—Principal points
of law in enforeing revenue—NMatters of
navigation—Oath to support the Con-
stitution—List of Commanders of Ves-
sels—Fourteen vessels built—Pay bill of
1796—O0liver Wolcott, Jr., reports on
condition of revenue cutters—Restrain-
ing the sailing of armed merchant ves-
sels—Armament for vessels of the Navy,
Revenue Marine and merchantmen—
Enmity of European powers—Additional
revenue cutters.

LEXANDER HAMILTON, the first

Secretary of the Treasury, orig-
inated and founded the Revenue Cutter
Service of the United States. At the
early age of 32 he was in charge of the
Treasury portfolio, and was at once im-
pressed with the importance of creating
a substantial guard, by which the cus-
toms revenue of the young republic
would be enhanced, and illicit trading,
along a coast, from its formation and
extent, presenting unusual favorable op-
portunities, would be attended by in-
creasing danger and risk by the unprin-
cipled and adventurous trader.

The Secretary writes from the Treas-
ury Department, established at the time
as follows:

Treasury Department,
New York, Oct. 2, 1789.

Sir: You will doubtlessly have ob-
gerved that it was in the contemplation
of Congress to employ boats for the se-
curity of the Revenue against contra-
band. I shall be glad to have your ideas
of the expediency of employing them in
your quarter, and (if any appear to you

necessary) of the number and kind you
deem requisite, their armament and
probable expense. Should any have been
in use under the State regulations, I de-
sire they may be continued and that I
may be advised with accuracy of the
nature of their establishment.

I am sir, your obedient servant,

Alexander Hamilton,
Secretary of the Treasury.

This document was issued as a cir-
cular, and forwarded to the various
Collectors of Customs, in order that their
ideas might be obtained and a service
modelled that would meet the require-
ments of the different portions of the
country. 1t was the subject of deep
thought and mature deliberation on the
part of the youthful Secretary, who In
creating this branch of the Government
and specifying the pecullar duties per-
taining thereto, had a delicate and ardu-
ous responsibility to discharge towards
his fellow citizens. The Treasury was
in anything but a plethoric condition,
the country at large was struggling with
the burden and hardships incidental to
a long and exhaustive struggle for lib-
erty and npational existence, while a
large majority, imbued with new born
ideas relative to independence and free-
dom of action, looked with enmity and
disfavor upon the creation of a corps,
whose particular province it would be
to exercise a strict police espionage
over maritime affairs and shipping in-
terests.

The Secretary’s views finally assumed
definite shape, the organization being
strictly original, and not modelled after
similar establishments that had existed
for years in Europe.

The bill as presented to Congress for
ils consideration was popularly known
as “An act to regulate the collection of
the duties imposed by law on the ton-
nage of ships or vessels, and on goods,
wares, and merchandise, imported into
the United States.”

Section Five states, “This section com-
templates a provision of boats, for se-
curing the collection of the revenue; but
no authority to provide them is any-
where given. Information, from several
quarters, proves the necessity of having
them; nor can they, in the opinion of
the Secretary, fail to contribute, in a
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material degree, to the security of the
revenue, much more than will compen-
sate for the expense of the establigh-
ment; the utility of which will Increase
in proportion as the public exligencies
may require an augmentation of the du-
ties. An objection has been made to the
measure, as betraying an improper dis-
trust of the merchants, but, that objec-
tion can have no weight, when it is
considered that it would be equally ap-
plicable to all the precautions com-
prehended in the existing system; all
which proceed on a supposition, too well
founded to be doubted, that there are
persons concerned in trade, in every
country, who will, if they can, evade
the public duties for their private bene-
fit. Justice to the body of the merchants
of the United Stdtes demands an ac-
knowledgement that they have, very
generally, manifested a disposition to
conform to the national laws, which
does them honor, and authorizes confi-
dence in their probity. But every con-
siderate member of that body knows

that this “counfidence” admits of excep-
tions, and that it 1s essentially the in-
terest of the greater number that every
possible guard should be set on the
fraudulent few, which does not, in fact,
tend to the embarrassment of trade.

The following is submitted as a proper
establishment for this purpose:

That there be ten boats, two for the
coasts of Massachusetts and New Hamp-
shire, one for Long Island Sound; one
for New York; one for the Bay of Del.
aware; two for the Chesapeake (these
of course to ply along the neighboring
coasts) one for North Carolina; one
for South Carolina; and one for Geor-
gia.

Boats of from thirty-six to forty feet
keel will answer the purpose, each hav-
ing one Captain, one Lieutenant, and
six mariners, and armed with swivels.
The first cost of one of these boats, com-
pletely equipped may be computed at
one thousand dollars.

The following is an estimate of the
annual expense:

10 Captains at 40 dollars per month. .
10 Lieutenants at 25 dollars per month............... ... iiiat,
60 Seamen at 8 dollars per month ..

Provision

YV R BT e R CHIATuss ir- esmtamc o i B i e

.............................. 2,000

3,000

$18,560

The utility of an establishment of this
nature must depend on the exertion,
vigilance, and fidelity, of these, to whom
the charge of the boats shall be confined.
If these are not respectable characters,
they will rather serve to screen, than
detect fraud. To procure such a liberal
compensation must be given and, in ad-
dition to this, it will, in the opinion of
the Secretary be advisable that they be
commissioned as officers of the Navy.
This will not only induce fit men the
more readily to engage, but will attach
them to their duty by a nicer sense of
honor.

All of which is humbly submitted,

Alexander Hamilton,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Such was the argument and language,
in full, made use of by Secretary Ham-
ilton in presentlng to Congress his plan
for establishing the Revenue Cutter
Service, and for simplicity and force, i3

well worth the space accorded it. It
was submitted to the House ol Repre-
sentatives April 23, 1790, attracting
considerable attention, and creating a
lengthened debate, which finally result-
ed in a bill passing both Houses author-
izing the building of ten vessels, con-
taining, each, one master, not more than
three mates, four mariners, and two
boys.
No. 2.

For the establishment and support of
ten cutters

Deficiency in the appropriation here-
tofore made for building and equlpping
ten cutters, it appearing that some
parts of the United States will require
vessels of larger size than were con-
templated; also a farther sum, which is
necessary to provide a large boat for
each cutter $2,000.00.

Pay and rations, in conformity with
the act of Congress, viz:



10 Masters at $30 per month........

10 First Mates at $20 per month

10 Second Mates at $§16 per month ..

10 Third Mates at $14 per month
40 Mariners at $8 per month
20 Boys at $4 per month
54,750 rations at 9 cents
Wear and tear

.......................... $ 3.600.00

2,400.00
1,920.00
1,680.00
3,840.00

960.00
4,927.50
2,000.00

$21,327.50
23,327.50

General Lincoln, firgst Collector of the
Port of Boston, appointed under Wash-
ington, and remaining in office 20 years,
thus writes to Secretary Hamilton rela-
tive to a Revenue Cutter.

Boston, Dec. 4, 1790

Sir: In your letter of the 22d ulto.
you refer to several letters which I have
written, but do not mention the one on
the subject of a cutter. I am apprehen-
sive, therefore, that you have not re-
ceived it. If you have not, I will hereaf-
ter repeat the idea. I hardly think

Captain Tucker would join as a lieuten-
ant under Captain John Foster Wil-
lfams, as he s the senior officer, He
wishes to command.
I am, your very obedient servant,
Benj. Lincoln,
Collector.

The Senate having requested the Sec-
retary to furnish a list gf Cutters and
officers, that official responded as fol-
lows on February 26, 1793, and is the
first document of the kind ever fur-
nished from the Treasury Department.

Revenue Cutter “Scammel,

Rank
Master
Second Mate

Officers Name
Hopely Yeaton
John Parrott
John Adams

Second Mate promoted

station, New Hampshire.

Date of Commission
Mareh 21, 1791
March 21, 1791

second quarter

Dee. 19,1791
Dec. 25,1791
In second Dec. 19,1791

Revenue Cutter “Massachusetis,” station, Massachusells

John Adams Third Mate
Samuel Hobart, Jr. Third Mate,
quarter
John Foster Williams Master
Hezelklah Welch First Mate

Nathaniel Nichols
Sylvanus Coleman

Second Mate
Third Mate

March 21, 1791
March 21, 1791
March 21, 1791
March 21, 1791

Revenue Cutter “Argus.” station. Connecticut

Jonathan Maltbie
George House
Jeremiah Greenman
Edward Perkins

Master

First Mate
Second Mate
Third Mate

March 21,1791
Mareh 21, 1791
Aug. 22,1791
Dec. 18,1792

Revenue Culter “Vigilant,” station, New York.

Patrick Dennls Master

March 21, 1791

Revenue Culter “General Green.” station, Fennsylvania.

Master
First Mate
Second Mate
Third Mate

James Montgomery
Isaac Roach
Charles Nuttle
William Dutton

March 21, 1791
March 21, 1791
Aug, 6,1791
June 22,1792

Revenue Cutter “Active,” station, Maryland.
David Porter, appointed Master of the Active August 5, 1792, vice Simon Gross.



Revenue Cutter “Virginia,” station, Virginia.

Richard Taylor Master March 21, 1791

John Lusty First Mate March 21,1791
Wm. Ham Second Mate Aug. 13,1791
Bathurst Dangerfield Third Mate Aug. 13,1791
Revenue Cutter “Diligence,” station, North Carolina.
‘William Cook Master April 25,1791
Joseph Wallace First Mate April 25,1791

Revenue Cutter “South Carolina,” station, South Carolina.

Robert Cochrane Master May 8, 1791
Hugh G. Campbell First Mate June 10,1791

Revenue Cutter “Pickering,”’ station, Georgia.

John Howell Master May 20,1791
Hendrick Fisher First Mate May 20,1791
John Wood Second Mate May 20,1791

The Secretary on October 1, 1790, in-
structed the Collector of Customs at
Boston as follows:

“It appears indispensably necessary
that the Revenue boat for the coasts of
Massachusetts and New Hampshire,
should be of such size as to be able to
stand the trials incidental to the east-
ern navigation. The Service must cer-
tainly be well executed. The want of a
few tons in the burthen will often oc-
casion loss of revenue, and on some try-
ing occasions may prove fatal to the ves-
sel herself, and the lives of those on
board her. From these considerations, I
am induced to instruct you to agree
with some person or persons In the
State of Massachusetts, for the building
and fitting of a good cutter, of such size,
as in the opinion of experienced pilots,
commanders of vessels, and merchants,
is deemed necessary to enable her to
keep your coast in the winter season.
The necessary regard to economy as to
the whole appropriation to this object,
requires that you render the cost as
moderate as possible. In order to enable
the builder to agree upon the lowest
terms, advances of money may be made
on sufficient security. I wish every step
to be taken to hasten the preparation,
but the work is not to be commenced
until one of the officers shall be ap-
pointed to superintend the building. The
names of several persons, suitable for
the officers, are before the President,
and his determination will therefore
shortly be known. I wish much, that you
may find the Intrinsic value of the Bos-
ton sail cloth will justify a purchase
fit for this purpose, but I must leave it
in your judgment, who are on the spot,
after expressing my wishes as above.
Your other observations and informa-

tion will be duly attended to In the
course of the business, ete., etc.

John Foster Williams, who had com-
manded vessels in the Colonial Navy
during the War of the Revolution, who
had fought a number of desperate en-
gagements, and won for himself a bril-
liant page in history, was commissioned
by President Washington, a captain in
Revenue Cutter Service, and ordered
by Secretary Hamilton to superintend
the building of the Cutter MASSACHU-
SETTS, the keel of which vessel had
been laid down at Newburyport, in the
yard of Searle and Tyler, the lowest bid-
ders in contracting for the same.

A desire to economize in the estab-
lishment of the Revenue Cutter Service,
cutting down all expenses to the lowest
possible mark, and enjoining upon offi-
cers the necessity of seconding his ef-
forts, pervades all the correspondence of
the Secretary.

After the construction of the MASSA-
CHUSETTS had commenced he wrote to
the Collector at Boston:

“1 acknowledge receipt of your letter
in which is mentioned a cutter of 64
tons as thought of for “your coast,”
terms $2314 per ton, price satisfactory,
but would llke to have size reduced, if
the state of construction of cutter now
building at your port will permit. Re-
duce her tonnage if it can be accom-
plished with safety. The New York cut-
ter is to be of 47 or 48-foot keel, straight
rabbit, 15-foot beam, 414-foot hold and
about 35 tons, and she is thought guite
equal to the trials of the coast which
are at times extreme. The cutter build-
ing at Hampton Is of the following di-
mensions: 40-foot straight rabbit, 17-
foot beam and 6%-foot depth of hold,
measures 47 tons, and there has been



no suggestions of doubt as to her effl-
ciency, although there are gales more
severe than some of those on that sta-
tion.”

The Secretary goes on to say to try
and induce bullder to modify his plans,
and to leave out of the contract ane of
the boats, her tackle davits, etc., “and
such other things as can be omitted and
spared in the supplies or finishing.”

Mr. Welch, 1st mate; Mr. Nichols, 2d
mate, and Mr. Coleman, 3d mate, were
now ordered to the vessel as assistants
to Captain Williams who was compelled
to proceed from place to place, inspect-
ing material and was necessarily absent
from the shipyard a large portion of
the time. Mlethods of traveling were
slow and crude, roads were poor and
often times impassable, miterial nec-
essary for the construction of the vessel
had to be procured as best it could, and
the progress of ship-building was a
tedious and exasperating undertaking.

One bill presented by Captain Wil-
liams is as follows:

The United States, to John Foster

Williams

1791,)

July.)
To my expenses to and from New- Dr.

buryport in the stage........ $ 15.00
To my board 13 weeks at $3.. 39.00
To 3 weeks and 5 days’ board

() i, 6 AL 0 4| g S —— 9.50
To 8 weeks' board for Mr. Cole-

TR & ocpmsanh b e e s e il 10.00
To 2 weeks’ board for Mr.

o3 Tl L T 4.00
To my wages from Oct. 21st,

1790 to March 21st, 1791, 5

manfhS Hat $30% . e, rem i . b 150.00
To 150 days at 3 rations, 650 at

I Ry St o= iy o T 54.00

$279.50

Boston, Sept. 15th, 1791.
Errors Excepted.

The component parts of the first ra-
tions in the Revenue Cutter Service was
fixed by Alexander Hamilton in a cir-
cular of the date of September 21st,
1791.

“It being necessary to fix the value
at which the additional rations for the
officers of the cutters are to be paid
for, the Collector of Customs {s hereby
instructed and authorized to allow offi-
cers under his agency the sum of 9
cents for every ration they shall not
draw. Also to allow the Captain of each
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and every Revenue Cutter a like sum
for all other rations, provided he will
engage for the same, to furnish the
component parts not less than those
specified, viz.—1 1b. of beef or 34 of
pork, 1 1b. of bread or flour, half gill of
rum, brandy, or whiskey, 1 quart salt,
2 quarts vinegar, 2 lbs. soap, 1 b, can-
dles for 100 rations.”

On November 17th, 1791, the Secre-
tary concluded to change the method
governing ratlons. The price was not
to exceed 12 cents for each man per
diem, and the Captain or any person
who would take the contract, was al-
lowed to furnish the articles. The Sec-
retary hoped the plan would be satis-
factory to the Collector, seamen and
consistent with the proper management
of the public service. If the rations
could be procured for less than 12 cents,
the collector was instructed to act ac-
cordingly. Officers were to receive the
same articles or stipend as the seamen.
Rations to commence from the date of
the commission. All the compensation
that could be allowed previous to join-
ing cutter. Accounts prior to the time
prior to date to commission to be ren-
dered to Auditor of Treasury with testi-
monials of having been engaged and
actually in service. The amount of ac-
counts thus rendered to be subject to
the Examining and Accountant officers
of the Department who would deter-
mine how far they could be legally ad-
mitted,

The Secretary by clrcular letter of
July 8th, 1791, authorlzed the Collectors
to attend to the disbursements of cut-
ters, and to pay the officers, and on the
14th of same month forwarded form of
commissions for the different grades of
officers. Letters to the Collectors on
Revenue Cutter business were addressed
to Collector of Customs, Agent for the
Revenue Cutter on the Massachusetts
Station.

From the following letter of Collector
Lincoln’s to Secretary Hamilton, {t
would appear that Captain Williams Iin
his anxiety to obtain from the builders
a fine and creditable vessel, allowed his
zeal to exceed the limits and intent of
Department instructions concerning the
dimensions of the cutter:

Boston, July 23rd, 1791.

Hon. Alexander Hamilton,
Secretary of the Treasury,
New York City.
Sir: Agreeable to your orders, I have
sent you a description of the cutter
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MASSACHUSETTS, bullt at Newbury-
port, in the commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, in the year 1791, She has one
deck, two masts, her length is fifty feet
above her upper deck. Her depth s
seven feet elght Inches, breadth seven-
teen feet eight Inches. She measures
seventy and forty-three ninety-fifths
tons. She is a square stern schooner,
has quarter badges, and an Indian’s
head for figure head. She has a long
quarterdeck and a deep walst.

You will observe that the cutter is
much jarger than I contracted to have
her. This is caused by her belng much
deeper than is mentioned in the con-
tract. When Captain Williams went to
inspect her, I wrote to the builders, and
permitted them to make any little alter-
atfons in finishing as Captain Willlams
might direct, but so as to never aug-
ment the price of the vessel.

The first wish Captain Williams ex-
pressed was to lay the deck five inches
higher than in the original plan. With
this request the carpenter complied,
hence the vessel is much bigger than
was expected or wished for. The build-
ers, notwithstanding my letter to them,
directing that they must not do any-
thing which should increase the price
of the vessel, had hope, as they now say,
that an allowance would be made them.
Now finding this to be inadmissable,
they propose to build another vessel,
and receive this back when the other
shall be fitted for the sea. I hope they
will pursue their present intention, for
this vessel is bigger than is needed. I
find that the masters of the cutters are
allowed 3 rations per day, and the
mates 2. The officers will take care to
supply themselves, and receive the
money of me. What must they receive
for each ration? I have allowed them
12 cents a ration, the same price which
is given for the support of the soldiers
bhere for time back. The officers com-
plain that while at Newburyport, fixing
the vessel, they were involved in an ex-
pense much above the value of 24 cents
per day. Can I make them an allow-
ance, and can they be allowed anything
besides their pay while waliting on
board the vessel, before fitted for the
sea? Is it expected that the sailors be
confined to the same rations to which
the soldiers are? If they are to have
rations in manner of land troops, by
whom are they daily to be issued?

I am your very obedlent servant,

Benjamin Lincoln,
Collector.

Again the Collector writes under date
of August 31st, 1791:

“When I replled to your last letter
that I had contracted for the cutter to
be built In this State, I mentioned that
she was to be completely fitted for the
sea, that is, with rigging, sails, boats,
etc., for $1,440. After Captain Williams
was appointed master he suggested to
me his wish that there mlght be some
deviation from the plan I had given
and in which the agreement was found-
ed. On this I wrote to the builders that
they might grant the wishes of Captain
Williams, but that they must always
bear it in their minds, that they must
not, as they regarded their own inter-
ests, do anything to augment the ex-
penses, for no additional allowance
could be made them. Notwithstanding
this caution, they attended so far, to
the requests of Captain Williams as to
increase the size of the vessel about 17
tons, besides she is ornamented with a
handsome head and quarter badges, and
a considerable carved work about her
stern. After the vessel was finished the
builders wished me to see their ac-
counts. I told them as I could not make
any allowance, it would not be of any
importance, and therefore declined ex-
amining them. I understand how that
vessel cost them about $2,050 (3600
more than the contract). As I could
not make them any allowance for the
extra expenses, they wished to build an-
other vessel smaller, and receive this
back when the second should be finished
and delivered.

“I did not feel myself authorized to
close with them on their proposition. I
think, notwithstanding that it would be
for the interest of the United States
to do it. This vessel is really too heavy
for the number of hands assigned her.
A vessel of the size first mentioned,
about 50 tons, would in my opinion, be
much better than the one we now have,
all circumstances considered, as she
would be big enough to answer every
purpose, and the expense of repairs
much smaller, If the builder should
build a small one, they will, I think,
build her at the rate of $1,000 per 63
tons and 63/95, This willi reduce the
expenses, and bring down nearer to
your wishes.”

Whatever talents Collector Lincoln
may have possessed, as a Major General
in the Continental Army, he certainly
does not appear to advantage In his role
of chief superintendent in building a
Revenue Cutter. It is plain he was no



sailor, depending largely upon the
knowledge and views of those by whom
he was surrounded, and that Captain
Williams succeeded, to use a nautical
phrase, in obtaining the “weather
gauge” of the old gentleman, is very
apparent. The Collector was very much
exercised and worried over the affair,
evidently expecting a reprimand from
the Secretary, for the indifference that
had been displayed regarding his oft
repeated commands and warnings re-
specting economy and keeping well
within the limits of the appropriation.

Secretary Hamilton wrote to the Col-
lector on Sept. 16th, 1791, saying, it
would be agreeable to him if the build-
ers received back the cutter, upon the
delivery of one equally as good, but does
not wish to interfere with the judgment
of those on the spot. The smaller the
vessel, the more cheaply she could be
maintained, and would be more manage-
able with the hands allowed.

Captain Williams, however, was
shrewd enough to have his ideas of
what a cutter should be, adopted over
the more conservative views of the sol-
dier Collector, and the MASSACHU-
SETTS was finally accepted. She was
in commission from 1791 to 1796 when
she was sold, and MASSACHUSETTS
No. 2 launched, remaining in existence
from 1798 to 1803, giving way in her
turn to MASSACHUSETTS No. 3, who
terminated her career in 1819.

Following was the dimensions of the
New Hampshire Revenue Cutter SCAM-
MEL:

Port of Portsmouth,
State of New Hampshire,
August 24th, 1791,

This certifies that I have surveyed
and measured the Revenue Cutter built
within this District, commanded by
Captain Hopely Yeaton—which vessel
has two masts, one deck, short quarter-
deck, low waists with rails fore and aft,
and schooner rigged. Her length from
the fore part of the bow to the after
part of the stern is §7 6/10 feet,
breadth 15 8/10 feet, and depth 6
5/10 feet. She measures 51 tons and 81
feet. Given under my hand, the 24th of
August, 1791,

WILLIAM MARTIN, Surveyor.

The first charges preferred against
any officer in the Revenue Cutter Ser-
vice occurred on board the MASSA-
CHUSETTS December 7th, 1793. The
offender was a third lieutenant, and he
was summarily dismissed from the
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Service. The details were briefly stated
by Captain Williams:

On board the Revenue Cutter
MASSACHUSETTS,
Boston Harbour, Dec. 7th, 1793.

I beg leave to lay before you, the in-

closed charges against Mr. Salvanus
Coleman, third mate of the Revenue
Cutter MASSACHUSETTS, and ask

your advice, I am with respect,
Your obedient, humble servant,
JOHN FOSTER WILLIAMS.

Benj. Lincoln, Esq.

Charges brought by John Foster Wil-
liams, Commander of the Revenue Cut-
ter MASSACHUSETTS, against Mr.
Salvanus Coleman, third mate of said
cutter.

1st For speaking disrespectful of hls
superior officers in public company.

2d. For insulting me on board, and be-
fore company, and not paying a
proper respect to his superior offi-
cers on board.

3d. For keeping bad women on board
the Cutter in Boston, and setting a
bad exampie to the men by order-
ing them to bring the women on
board at night, and carrying them
on shore in the morning,

4th. For writing an order in my name,
on Mr. Welch, their commanding
officer on board Revenue Cutter
MASSACHUSETTS, Boston Har-
bour, Dec. 7th, 1793.

JOHN FOSTER WILLIAMS.

The following letter was sent by Sec-
retary Hamilton to the several Collec-
tors, accompanying the first letter of
instructions ever issued to commanders
of Revenue Cutters. They are inter-
esting, and as valuable now as then, and
should be printed, that the officers and
the Service might read and profit there-
by.

Circular

Treasury Department, New York,
June 1st, 1791.
Sir:

I have this day written to the Cap-
tain of the Revenue Cutter built for the
Massachusetts station, and I enclose
you the letter unsealed, which you will
deliver to him open, after you have
caused a copy of it to be made and kept
for your information. It will also be
proper that you retain a copy of my
circular instructions to him which are
likewigse transmitted unsealed.

You will perceive that I have for the



present thought it expedient to commit
the business of the supplies and repairs
of the cutter, to the Collector of the
port, most convenient to the station. In
executing this duty, I shall hope for the
strictest economy in the disbursements
which may be found consistent with the
gafety and comfort of officers and men,
and the effectual execution of the public
gervice.

The establishment not belng entirely
agreeable to even members of the Com-
mittee, it will require uncommon care
that it be not rendered more objection-
able by any unnecessary expense. A list
was transmitted to me by the com-
mander of one of the Revenue Cutters,
and after some correction was returned
to him with permission to procure them.
You may supply Captaln Williams with
such of them as appear necessary. I
request that they may be bought on the
lowest terms for cash. The discounts
on most goods purchased for ready
money are considerable, and I wish the
public to enjoy the benefits of that kind
of dealing. As this letter is circular,
and some of the Collectors to whom it
is addressed may not be experienced in
the supplying and equipping of vessels,
I recommend occasional consultation
with some suitable person, if known,
judicious, and economical, who has been
or is a merchant or master of a vessel,
or both.

In regard to provisions, you will take
care that the cutter be properly sup-
plied with them. Fresh provisions will
often be the cheapest, and therefore the
supply may be in a sufficient degree
made up of them, while in port, but as
crujses on the coast subject vessels to
be blown off to a great distance some-
times, even to the West Indies, it will
be always proper that they have salted
meat, with biscuit and water on board,
sufficient to subsist them, in case of
such an accident.

As public vessels cannot be registered
or recorded, agreeable to the Act of the
1st of September, 1789, it will be proper
that a description of the cutter be trans-
mitted to the Treasury in order that a
proper instrument in lieu of a register
be furnished. This description must be
in every particular as minute and ac-
curate, as in the case of merchant ships.
The Act of Congress extends the hands
that may be employed on board to 4
men and 2 boys, but as {t is very de-
sirable to observe all possible economy,
which the Service will admit, you will

ship only such number as on consiaetra-
tion may be found really necessary.
ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
Secretary of the Treasury.

The letter of instructions to the Com-
mander of Revenue Cutters is full and
voluminous, and is worded as follows:

Treasury Department,
June 4th, 1791
Sir:

Ag you are speedily to enter upon the
duties of your station it becomes proper
briefly to point them out to you. Ac-
cordingly I send you a copy of the Act
under which you have been appointed,
and which are contained your powers
and the objects to which you are to at-
tend, and I shall add such observationa
as appears to me requisite to gulde you
in fulfilling the intent of that act.

It may be observed generally that it
will be in a partial manner, the prov-
ince of the Revenue Cutter to guard
the Revenue laws from all infractions,
or breaches, either upon the coasts or
within the bays, or upon the rivers and
other waters of the United States, pre-
vious to the anchoring of vessels within
the harbors for which they are respec-
tively destined.

Hence, it will be necessary for you
from time to time to ply along the
coasts in the neighborhood of your sta-
tion, and to traverse the different parts
of the waters which it comprehends. To
fix yourself constantly or even generally
at one position, would in a great meas-
ure defeat the purpose of the establish-
ment. It would confine your vigilance
to a particular spot, and allow full
scope to fraudulent practices, every-
where else.

The 63d section of the act herewith
transmitted, declared that the officers
of the Revenue Cutters are to be
deemed officers of the Customs, and
enumerates certain powers with which
they are to be invested. The 30th sec-
tion treating of the same powers, that
of demanding manifests and that of
searching vessels, enters into some de-
tails concerning them. These sections
require particular attention as marking
the outllne of authority and duty, but
in the capacity of officers of the Cus-
toms you will possess some other pow-
ers, and be bound to perform some
other duties which are not mentioned in
those sections. You will have a right
for examination, and it will be your
duty to seize vessels and goods in the



cases in which they are liable to selzure
for breaches of the Revenue laws, when
they come under your notice, but all
the power you can exerclse will be
found in some provisions of the law and
it must be a rule with you to exercise
none with which you are not clearly in-
vested. In every case of doubt you will
follow the advice of the officer to whom
you will be referred in a separate let-
ter. On points of importance which ad-
mit of delay you may correspond with
the Secretary of the Treasury.

The 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th sectlons
which relate to manifests will also re-
quire your particular attention. The
clear observance of the provisions of
these sections s considered as of ma-
terial consegences to the Secretary of
the Treasury, and ample time having
been allowed for them to be generally
known and complied with, it is now
indispenslble that they should be strict-
ly enforced.

You will perceive that they are only
required in respect to vessels belonging
wholly or in part to a citizen or citi-
zens, inhabitant or inhabitants of the
United States. It is understood that by
inhabitant is intended any person resid-
ing in the United States, whether clti-
zen or foreign. The reason of this limita-
tion is that citizens and resident for-
elgners are supposed to be acquainted
with the laws of the country; but that
foreign citizens residing in foreign
countries, have not the same knowledge,
and consequently ought not to be sub-
jected to penalties in regard to a thing
which they might not know to be neces-
sary.

But since you cannot be presumed to
know Dbeforehand what vessels are
owned in whole or in part by citizens or
inhabitants, it will, of course, be your
duty to demand the manifests of all
indiscriminately, and to report those
from which you do not receive them, to
the Collector of the District for which
they are respectively first destined. You
will also keep a record of all the ves-
sels from which you demand manifests,
not only of those from which you re-
celve them, and of the District for
which they are bound, and you will at
the end of every month (pursuing the
division of the year by the calendar)
send me an abstract of your records.

Careful attention is likewise due to
the 13th and 14th sections of the act.
It is of importance that vessels should
not break bulk, or put out any part of
their cargo even temporarily, previous

to a regular entry and permission ob-
talned, except In cases of real necessity,
to be duly reported and proved. You
will observe that besides the pgnalties
on the masters and mates of the vessels
from on board of which any goods shall
have been illegally removed, the master
or commander of the vessel or boat into
which they may be received, and all
persons aiding in the removal, are llable
to a forfeiture of treble the value of
the goods removed, and the vessel or
boat Into which they may be received
ls also subject to forfeiture, It iz well
known that one of the most extensive
cases of illicit trade is that which 18
here intended to be guarded against—-
that of wunlading goods before the ar-
rival of a vessel into port, in coasters
and other small vessels, which convey
them clandestinely to land. Hence, the
bare removal of goods from one vessel
to another i3 made penal, though they
may not have been landed. Nor will
the pretext of thelr being intended to
be replaced avail anything. The pro-
visions of these sections admonish you
to keep a careful eye upon the motions
of coasting vessels, without, however,
interrupting or embarrassing them un-
less where some strong ground of suspi-
cion requires that they should be visited
and examined.

The execution of the 15th section of
the Act essentially depends on the Rev-
enue Cutters. It Is easy to see that it
would be dangerous to the revenue for
vessels to be permitted to go at pleasure
from one part of the United States to
another without announcing themselves
to some proper officer, Hence, though
each may proceed on her voyage from
a more exterlor to a more interior dis-
trict to which she may be bound—yet
none can go back from a more interior
to more exterior Districts, or from one
part of the United States to another
without first reporting himself to the
Collector of the District, in order that
he may come under the notice and pre-
cautions of the law. Nor can this be
deemed a hardship; seelng her report
will not oblige her to unlade any part
of her cargo, but she may afterwards
proceed with it wheresoever she pleases.

I have now noticed to you the prin-
cipal parts of the law which Immediate-
1y relate to the execution of your duty.
It will, however, be incumbent upon you
to make yourself acqualnted with all the
revenue laws, which concern foreign
commerce, or the coasting trade—a
knowledge of the whole spirit and tend-
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ency of which cannot but be a useful
guide to you in your particular sphere.
You will obgerve that the law contem-
plates the officers of cutters in certain
cases remalning on board of vessels, un-
til they arrive at their places of destina-
tion; and with a view to this it is that
80 many officers have been assigned to
each cutter. It is not, however, expected
that this will be done in every case,
and it must be left to the discretion of
the commanding officer when {t shall
be done—when there is a vessel, the
lading of which is of very great value,
or which has any considerable quan-
tity of goods on deck, or in other situa-
tions from which they can readily be
removed; or where the nature of the
cargo Is such as to admit more easlly
a clandestine landing, or from the
highness of the dutles to afford a more
than ordinary temptation, or where a
vessel is bound to a very interfor dfs-
trict up long bays or rivers, or when
any suspiclous circumstances appear; in
these and the like cases, it will be well
to let an officer accompany the vessel
to her place of destination. The want
of a manifest will be a circumstance {n
favor of so doing. It will not, however,
be advisable to make known the circum-
stances under which it 18 deemed most
pecullarly proper to use these precau-
tions; as it might sometimes unneces-
sarily give offense. It may be always
left to be understood, that it is the
practice whenever the state of the cut-
ter renders it convenlent. You are em-
powered, amongst other things, to affix
seals on packages found in certain situa-
tions. For thls purpose, proper seals
will be prepared and transmitted. Till
they are required, any other may be
made use of. The principal design of
this provision is to identify the pack-
ages found in such situations.

It will be expected that a regular
journal be kept in each cutter, in the
same manner, as far as circumstances
are applicable, as is practiced in sea
voyages, and that all occurrences, rela-
tive to the execution of the laws, and
to the conduct of all vessels which
come under thelr notice, be summarily
noticed therein, and that a copy of this
journal to the end of each month be
regularly forwarded to the Treasury.

It has also occurred that the cutters
may be rendered an instrument of use-
ful {nformation, concerning the coast,
inlets, bays and rivers of the United
States, and it will be particularly ac-
ceptable if the officers improve the op-

portunities they have (as far as shall
be consistent with the duties they are
to perform) in making such observa-
tions and experiments In respect to the
objects, as may be useful in the inter-
ests of navigation, reporting the result,
from time to time to the Treasury.

‘While I recommend in the strongest
terms to the respective officers, activity,
vigilance and flrmness, I feel no less
solicitude, that their deportment may be
marked with prudence, moderation and
good temper. Upon these last qualities,
not less that the former, must depend
the success, usefulness and consequently
continuance of the establishment {n
which they are included. They cannot
be insensible that there are some pre-
possessions agalnst it, that the charge
with which they are Intrusted is a deli-
cate one, and that It is easy by mis-
management, to produce serious and ex-
tensive clamour, disgust and alarm.

They will always keep In mind that
thelr countrymen are freemen, and, as
such, are impatient of everything that
bears the least mark of a domineering
spirit. They will, therefore, refrain,
with the most guarded circumspection,
from whatever has the semblance of
haughtiness, rudeness, or Insult. If
obstacles occur, they wlill remember
that they are under the particular pro-
tection of the laws and that they can
meet with. nothing disagreeable in the
execution of their duty which these will
not severely reprehend. This reflection,
and a regard to the good of the service,
will prevent, at all times a spirit of
irritation or resentment. They will en-
deavor to overcome difficulties, If any
are experienced, by a cool and tem-
perate perseverance in their duty—by
address and moderation, rather than by
vehemence or violence. The former
style of conduct will recommend them
to the particular approbation of the
President of the United States, while
the reverse of it—even a single instance
of outrage or intemperate or improper
treatment of any person with whom
they have anything to do, in the course
of thelir duty, will meet with his pointed
displeasure, and will be attended with
correspondent consequences.

The foregoing observatlons are not
dictated by any doubt of the prudence
of any of those to whom they are ad-
dressed, These have heen selected with
80 careful an attentlon to character, as
to afford the strongest assurance, that
their conduct will be that of good offi-
cers and good citizens. But, in an affair



so delicate and important, it has been
judged most advisable to listen to the
suggestions of caution rather than of
confidence, and to put all concerned on
their guard against those sallies to
which even good and prudent men are
occasionally subject. It is not doubted
that the instructions will be received as
it ought to be, and will have its due
effect. And that all may be apprized of
what is expected you will communicate
this part of your orders, particularly, to
all your officers, and you will inculcate
upon your men a correspondent dis-
position.

The 5th section of the Act, requires
that all officers appointed pursuant to
this Act, should take a certain oath
therein specified. The Act of the 1st of
June, 1789, requires that you should
also take the oath to support the Con-
stitution of the United States. These
oaths, each of your officers must take
before some Judge of the United States,
if access can convenlently be had to
one. If not, before some other magis-
trate, duly empowered to administer
oaths, and a certificate from him, of
the taking of it, must be transmitted to
the Comptroller of the Treasury.

I am sir, your obedient servant,

ALEXANDER HAMILTON,
Secretary of the Treasury.

The above circular embodied the
views of the Secretary concerning the
Service he had created, the success of
which was problematical, and over
whose fortunes he watched with consid-
erable solicitude. He was ever ready
to listen to suggestions of officers tend-
ing to improve the corps, and stood
ready to aid the elevation and improve-
ment of the Service by personal influ-
ence and the ready eloquence, of which
he was such complete master.

In February, 1792, Collectors were au-
thorized by the Secretary to direct the
movements of cutters, subject to in-
structions from the Treasury Depart-
ment. The accounts and financial man-
agement of the Revenue Cutter Service,
in the beginning, were kept in the Sec-
retary’s office.

On July 27th, 1793, upon representa-
tion from officers of the Service through
the Secretary, that there were an in-
suficient number of men to perform the
duties on the various vessels, the Pres-
ident consented to the full complement
being allowed, in accordance with Act
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of March 2d, 1793. An Increase of pay
was also granted, as follows:

That after the 1st of April, next, in
lieu of compensation now established
the master shall have $40, and sub-
sistence of a captain in the Army; 1st
mate $26, 2d mate $20, 3d mate $18, and
subsistence of lieutenant in the Army
and to each mariner, not to exced $10.

In 1792, the Secretary granted au-
thority to the Collector to expend sums
of money in keeping Revenue Cutters
in repalr, without first referring the
items and necessity of incurring the ex-
pense to the Department.

The tonnage of the original Revenue
Cutters has been greatly overestimated
in accounts given by writers, more or
less interested in the Service. The rig,
tonnage, and guns as herein stated can
be verified by original documents, and
is therefore correct. They soon proved
to be too small for the duties they were
expected to discharge, and they fell into
disrepute and were sold to make room
for vessels better adapted to the increas-
ing wants and importance of the Serv-
ice.

The following vessels were built and
purchased for the Service, and In every
case were improvements on the original
ten composing the fleet, both as regards
size, accommodations, and armament.

The BON PERE in 1799
DILIGENCE, No. 2 2 1797
EAGLE ” 1797
GEN. GREENE, No. 2 - 1797
GENERAL GILMAN - 1799
GOVERNOR JAY ot 1797
MARIA » 1798
MASSACHUSETTS - 1798
NORTH CAROLINA + 1796
SCAMMEL, No. 2 " 1797
SOUTH CAROLINA, No, 2 ” 1799
UNANIMITY " 1798
VIGILANT a 1801
VIRGINIA, No. 2 2 1797

On May 6th, 1796, the President ap-
proved a bill increasing the compensa-
tion of officers and men in the Reve-
nue Cutter Service. Captain Hopely
Yeaton, commanding the Cutter on the
New Hampshire statlon was the chief
promoter of the movement. He drew up
the petition, induced other officers to
pign it, and it was sent to the Secretary
of the Treasury to be presented to Cox-
gress.

Before deciding to allow an Increase
of compensation to the officers, the fol-
lowing circular was issued, viz:
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Treasury Department,
July 14, 1796.
Sir:

I have to request you to report to me
the following particulars respecting the
Cutter on the Massachusetts station.

1st. The state of the Cutter in respect

to equipments, and generally
her competency for service.

2d. It repairs are necessary, the na-

ture of those repairs, and their
probable expense.

3d. The names of the officers and men
—their pay, the time to which
they have been paid, and a gen-
eral view of the services render-
ed during the past twelve months,
Your opinion of tbe monthly pay
necessary to be allowed to se-
cure the services of competent
Mariners.

I am with consideration,  Sir,

Your obedient servant,
OLIVER WOLCOTT, JR.
Benjamin Lincoln, Esq.,
Collector, Boston.

The new schedule of pay authorized
was as follows:

Masters, $50; first mates, $35; sec-
ond mates, $30; third mates, $25; and
mariners, $20,

To be paid by the Collection of the
Revenue and all flnes, penalties, etc.,
which might be incurred under the im-
post laws of the United States, and re-
covered In consequence of information
given by any officer of a Revenue Cutter,
to be paid as follows, after deducting
all charges and costs. One-quarter for
the use of the United States, one-quar-
ter for the officers of the Customs; and
remainder for officers of the Cutter,

Section 3d. That the President of the
United States be authorized
to cause other Revenue
Cutters to be built or pur-
chased in lieu of such as
are or shall from time to
time become unfit for duty;
the expenses, as well as all
future expenses of building,
purchasing, or repairing
Revenue Cutters shall be
pald out of the product of
the duties on goods, wares,
and merchandise, imported
into the United States, and
on the tonnage of ships or
vessels.

Section 4th. That the President of the
United States be authorized

4th.

to cause such Revenue Cut-
ters as shall from tlme to
time, become unfit for serv-
ice, to be sold at public
auctlon, and the proceeds
of such sales to be paid into
the Treasury of the United
States.

Section 5th. That so much of this Act
ags fixes the compensation
of the officers and men on
board the said Cutters,
shall be, and remain in
force, for the term of one
year, and from thence to
the end of the next Session
of Congress thereafter, and
no longer.

Honorable Samuel Sewall, “Chairman
of the Committee to devise measures
for the protection of commerce,” having
requested the Secretary of the Treasury
to furnish him with information rela-
tive to the copdition and strength of
certain Revenue Cutters, that official
replied as follows:

Treasury Department,
December 7th, 1797.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you,
in reply to your letter of the 1st instant,
that the *Revenue Cutter on the Vir-
ginia station is a new and complete ves-
sel, and has been armed with six six-
pounders on the main deck, and four
four-pound howitzers in the cabin. The
number of officears and men at present,
do not exceed what are necessary for
the ordinary service of protecting the
revenue; but, if circumstances shall
arise to render an increase of force ex-
pedient, an additional number of men
will be engaged with reference to the
emergency.

The Cutter stationed at and near the
Bay of Delaware is a new and complete
vessel, sufficient to carry eight four-
pounders. This vessel will be armed as
soon as suitable cannon can be pro-
cured.

It is believed that none of the other
Cutters can be armed with any prospect
of advantage, some of them are worn
out, others require extensive repairs.
The fund originally allowed for building
10 cutters was so moderate that none
but small light vessels could be pro-
cured within the terms prescribed by
law. Measures are in train for procur-
ing a sufficient number of canuon;

*Virginia No. 2, built in 1797, 187 tons.
4+General Greene No. 2, butlt in 1797, 150 tons,



when it shall be ascertained that these
measures are effectual, of which there
is at present but little doubt, other and
more efficient vessels will be built or
purchased in lien of such as have be-
come unfit for service.

In answer to the second point of en-
quiry, I have the honor to transmit a
copy of circular letter from the late
Secretary of War to the Governors of
the respective States, dated July 21st,
1794, also, a copy of a circular letter
from this Department to the Collectors
of the Customs, dated April 8th, 1797.
These are the only orders within my
knowledge which have ever been issued
to restrain the sailing of armed mer-
chant vessels from the ports of the
United States. It may, however, be
proper to mention, that the exception
in favor of vessels, bona fide destined
to the East Indies, has been extended
to vessels bound to the coast of Af-
rica.

I have the honor to be, with perfect
respect sir,

Your obedient servant,
OLIVER WOLCOTT, JR.

The Hon. Samue]l Sewall, Chairman
of the Committee to devise measures
for the protection of Commerce.

It was a matter of serious difficulty to
secure cannon, ammunition, cordage and
supplies, not only for vessels of the
Navy, but Revenue Cutters as well. The
country was young, the government
scarcely organized and in good working
order, while arsenals, navy yards, docks,
and store houses had not even been
thought of. In fitting out the Colonial
navy vessels, the chief source of sup-
plies had been the enemy and special in-
structions were issued to cruise on the
coast, for the purpose of capturing
transports and supply vessels laden
with munitions of war, The descent
upon New Providence, resulted in com-
mon with other materials, in the cap-
ture of 100 cannon. These, in addition
with others were utilized by the Con-
tinental cruisers, and the original Rev-
enue Cutters were armed with ord-
nance of England and foreign manu-
facture.

An extract from a letter dated at Bos-
ton, September 1, 1776, thus alludes to
the subject:

“There is so great a demand for guns
here for fitting out privateers that those
old things that used to stick in the
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ground, particularly at Bowes Corner*,
Admiral Vernon, etc., have been taken
up, and sold at an immoderate price;
that at Mr. Bowes’s was sold to Mr.
Jones for fifty dollars. I Imagine it will
split in the first attempt to fire it.”

The unconcealed enmity of European
powers, the insolence of France, the un-
provoked attacks of her armed vessels
on the unprotected commerce of the
country, the arrogance and lofty air of
disdain and indifference assumed by
Talleyrand, had their due weight with
Congress, who in anticipation of seri-
ous complication arising from the dis-
turbed state of affairs all over Europe,
took prompt steps to increase the
strength and efficiency of the Navy and
Revenue Cutter Service,

On July 1st, 1797, the President was
authorized to “increase the strength of
the several Revenue Cutters, so that the
number of men employed do not exceed
30 marines and seamen to each Cutter;
and cause said Revenue Cutters to be
employed to defend the sea coast, and
to repel any hostility to their vessels
and commerce, within their jurisdiction,
having due regard to the duty of the
said Cutters, In the protection of the
revenue.”

On February 19th, 1798, Secretary
Wolcott wrote to Collector Lincoln au-
thorizing him to issue proposals, by
sending written notices to all the ship
builders of any eminence, ‘“to build of
the very best materials, and to be
sheathed with copper, a swift sailing
schooner, calculated (if necessary) to
carry guns and of such dimensions as
in the opinion of competent judges will
be most suitable for the Massachusetts
station.” The proposals were to be sub-
mitted to the Secretary, for his consid-
eration, before a formal contract was
concluded.

On March 29th, 1798, the Secretary
wrote to the Collector at Boston, that
one of the first naval constructors of
the day had given it as his opinion
“that it would be for the best interests
of the United States to accept the prop-
osition of Messrs. Nathan and Orlando
Merrill to build a cutter of the follow-
ing dimensions for Massachusetts; 658
feet keel, 20 feet beam, and 9 feet hold.
Bolts to be copper.”

The Secretary agaln wrote the Col-
lector on April 20th, 1798, acknowledg-

ing receipt of his letter with one signed
*South corner of State

and Washington
Streets.
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by numerous merchants “as to what in
thelr opinion would be the most suit-
able construction of an armed vessel.”
The Secretary authorized the Collector
to follow the plans and carry out the
opinions of the merchants as far as he
considered it consistent with his duty
and the best interests of the Govern-
ment so to do. He continues, “It ought,
however, to be recollected, that Congress
is providing a naval force for the de-
fense of commerce, and that a principal
though not a sole object of the Revenue
Cutter Establishment is the protection
of the Revenue.” The Collector is earn-
estly admonished to complete the work
with all possible dispatch, and to pro-
vide guns, carriages, and all equipments
as speedily as possible, without waiting
for further advices from the Secretary
or Treasury Department. This was the
sailing Cutter PICKERING, brig rigged,
completed in 1798, built at Newburyport
and of 187 tons burden.

June 22nd, 1798, the President was
authorized to increase the strength of
any Revenue Cutter for the purpose of
defense against hostilities near the sea
coast, and to employ on board the same,
not exceeding 79 marines and seamen:
Anything in the act entitled “An Act
providing a Naval armament,” to the
contrary notwithstanding. Section 2d,
provides for the degree of rank, and
rate of pay and subsistence, “not ex-
ceeding what is allowed upon the naval
establishment, which shall be granted
and allowed to the officers who shall be
duly commissioned in the service of the
United States on board of any small
vessels or galleys which shall be fitted
out under the orders of the President,”
ete,, ete.

The Secretary wrote to the Collector
at Boston on July 2nd, 1798. Enclosing
a commission to Jonathan Chapman of
Massachusetts, who entered the Service
as a captain, and assumed charge of the
new Revenue Cutter. A copy of the Act,
June 2d, 1798, was also forwarded to
the Commander. Secretary Wolcott thus
concludes his communication:

“You will inform Captain Chapman
that his pretensions to an appointment
with rank in the Navy, will be hereafter
considered, the same observation may be
made to Captain John Foster Williams.
The old Cutter MASSACHUSETTS, is
to be continued in servite the present
geason and exclusively devoted to the
service of the Revenue. The new Cutter

is to cruise in concert with the HER-
ALD.”

It instructed Captain Chapman to look
out for a set of officers for whom he
could be responsible, and if the neces-
sary commissions could be made out In
season for the subordinate officers, they
would be forwarded by the Department.
But if the vessel was ready for sea be-
fore the arrival of the documents, the
Collector was authorized to sign certifi-
cates denoting the stations in which
they are to serve and commissions
would be forwarded as soon as possible.

Benjamin Stoddart, Secretary of the
Navy wrote to Benjamin Lincoln, Col-
lector of Customs at Boston as follows
on October 10th, 1798:

“I have the honor to enclose a copy
of the instructions, which at the re-
quest of the Secretary, I have given to
the Captain of the Cutter of your state,
and for which you are agent. At the re-
quest of the Secretary of the Treasury,
too, this Cutter will come under my
orders, which will be always given with
a view to the service for which she was
originally destined, unless particular
circumstances should, for a short space,
require a different arrangement.

All other regulations will be made
by the Secretary of the Treasury as
heretofore, but I would suggest the pro-
priety of frequent settlements with the
Captain, in relation to the pay of the
crew and provisions consumed. You
know the rations allowed to seamen
and should judge whether due care be
taken of the provisions, which without
great attention on the part of the Cap-
tain, which will be best incurred by
great attention on the part of the Agent,
will be found a most expensive article.

In former letters to the Captain of
the Cutters, I have desired them to ap-
ply to the Agents for the proper sup-
plies of arms and military stores, with-
out well knowing what those supplies
ought to be. In general, it might be
right that they should always have
about 40 rounds of ammunition for each
gun and about 2 months’ provisions on
board.

I have the honor to be sir, Your obe-
dient servant.
Benj. Stoddart,
Secretary.”

The Secretary of the Navy wrote
again to the Collector at Boston relative
to the PICKERING.



Navy Department,
January 4, 1799.
Sir:

I have the honor to request that you
will be pleased to advance money to
Captain Chapman to pay the crew of
the Cutter PICKERING—up to the end
of this month, and that you will give all
necessary aid to Lieutenant Preble, who
will now take the command of this ves-
sel, fitting her out with as much provi-
sion as she will conveniently stow, and
ammunition, if that should be wanted,
for a cruise to the West Indies.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obe-
dient servant.

Benj. Stoddart.

Benj. Lincoln, Esq.,
Collector, Boston.

The ensign and pennant for Revenue
Cutters were designed in the Navy De-
partment. The following circular let-
ter was issued on the subject.

Circular to the Collector of the Cus-
toms.

Treasury Department,
August 1st, 1799.
Sir:

In pursuance of authority, from the
‘President of the United States, I have
to inform you, that the Cutters and
other vessels employed in the Service of
the Revenue are hereafter to be distin-
guished from other vessels, by an en-
sign and pennant consisting of sixieen
perpendicular stripes, alternate red
and white, the Union of the Ensign to
be, the Arms of the United States, in
dark Blue on a white Field.

You will be pleased to provide such
Flags if any, as may be necessary in
your District, after which it will Dbe
proper to publish for the information of
the Masters of Merchant Vessels, the
102d Section of the Act of March 2d,
1799, entitled “An Act to regulate the
collection of Duties on Imports and
Tonnage,” with a description of the flag
above mentioned.

I am, with consideration, sir,

Your obedient servant,
Oliver Wolcott, Jr.

On March 2d, 1799, Congress legis-
lated as tollows:

Section 97. That the President of the
United States be empowered for the bet-
ter securing and collection of duties im-
posed on goods, wares and merchandise
imported into the United States, and on
the tonnage of ships or vessels, to cause
to be built and equipped so many Reve-
nue Cutters, not exceeding ten, as may
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be necessary to be employed for the
protection of the Revenue, the expenses
to be paid out of the products of the
duties on goods, wares and merchandise,
imported into the United States and on
the tonnage of ships or vessels.

Section 98. That there shall be, to
each of the said Revenue Cutters 1*
Captain or Master, and not more than 3
Lieutenants or Mates, first, second, and
third, and not more than 70 men, includ-
ing non-commissioned officers, gunners,
and marines. And the Secretary of the
Treasury is hereby authorized to cause
contracts to be made, for the supply of
rations, for the officers and men of the
said Revenue Cutters. Provided. That
the said Revenue Cutters shall, when
ever the President of the United States
shall so direct, co-operate with the Navy
of the United States, during which time
they shall be under the direction of the
Secretary of the Navy, and the expenses
thereof shall be defrayed by the agents
of the Navy Department.

The pay of the non-commissioned of-
ficers, gunners, and marines, employed
in the Cutters, shall from time to time
be established and varied by the Pres-
ident of the United States, not exceed-
ing $20 per month with such rations as
are or shall be allowed in the Naval
Service of the United States.

Section 99. That the officers of the
said Revenue Cutters shall be appointed
by the President of the United States,
and shall, respectively, be deemed offi-
cers of the customs, and shall be sub-
ject to the directions of such Collectors
of the Customs, or other officers there-
of, as, from time to time shall be des-
ignated for that purpose; they shall
have power and authority, and are here-
by required and directed, to go on board
all ships or vessels, which shall arrive
within the United States, or within four
leagues of the coast thereof, if bound for
the United States, and to search and ex-
amine the same, and every part thereof,
and to demand, receive and certify the
manifest hereinbefore required to be on
board certain ships or vessels, and to
affix and put proper fastenings on the
hatches and other communications with
the hold of any ship or vessel, and to
remain on board until they arrive at the
port or place of their destination. It
shall, likewise, ba the duty of the master,
or other person having at any time the
command of any of the said Revenue
Cutters, to make weekly return to the

*This is the first instance where the Depart-
ment officially recognizes the title of Captain
and Lieutenant,
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Collector or other officer of the district,
under whose direction they are placed,
of the transactions of the Cutter under
their command, specifylng therein the
vessels that have been boarded, their
names and descriptions, the names of
the master, and from what port or place
they last sailed, whether laden or In
ballast, whether ships or vessels of the
United States, or to what other nation
belonging, and whether they have the
necessary manifest, or manifests of
their cargoes on board, and generally, all
such matters as it may be necessary for
the Collectors, or other officers of the
Customs, to be made acquainted with;
and the officers of the sald Cutters,
shall, likewise, execute and perform,
such other duties, for the collection and
security of the Revenue, as, from time
to time, shall be enjoined and directed
by the Secretary of the Treasury, not
contrary to law, and the provision here-
in contained.

Section 100. That the President be
authorized to cause other Revenue Cut-
ters to be built or purchased, in lieu of
such as are, or shall, from time to time,
become unfit for further service; and to
cause such as are so become unfit for
further service, to be sold at public
auction, and the proceeds of such sales
to be paid into the Treasury of the
United States. And the expenses of
purchasing other Cutters, as well as all
future expenses of building, purchasing,
or repairing Revenue Cutters, shall be
paid out of the product of the dutles,

or goods, wares, or merchandise, im-
ported into the United States or on the
tonnage of ships or vessels,

Section, 102. That the Cutter and
boats, employed in the service of the
revenue, shall be distinguished from
other vessels by an ensign and pennant,
with such marks thereon as shall be pre-
scribed and directed by the President
of the United States; and in case any
ship or vessel, liable to seizure or exam-
ination, shall not bring to, on being re-
quired, or being chased by any Cutter
or boat, having displayed the pennant
and ensign prescribed for vessels In the
Revenue Service, it shall be lawful for
the Captain or Master, or other person
having command, to fire at, or into, such
vessel, which shall not bring to, after
such pennant and ensign shall be hoisted
and a gun fired by such Revenue Cutter
as a signal; and such Captain, Master,
or other person, and all persons acting
by or under his directions, shall be in-
demnified from any penalties or actions
for damages, for so doing; and if any
person shall be kijled or wounded by
such firing, and the Captain, Master,
other persons, shall be prosecuted, or
arrested therefor, the Captain, Master,
or other persoan shall forthwith be ad-
mitted to bail. And if any ship, vessel,
or boat, not employed in the service of
the revenue, shall, within the jurisdic-
tion of the United States, carry or hoist
any pennant or ensign prescribed for
vessels in the Service,. the Master or
Commander of the ship or vessel, so
offending, shall forfeit and pay $100.



CHAPTER II.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TIIE FRENCH IMBROGLIO, 1798-1809

Revenue Cutters in the Naval Estab-
lishment—Use of natfonal colors, and
naval uniforms by Revenue Marine—
Naval Uniform regulations of 1776—
First cooperation of Revenue Cutters
with Navy—Four cutters cruise to
Caribbean with “0Old Ironsides™—Prizes
captured from France—List of Revenue
Cutters taking part in the French Im-
broglio—Cost to maintain cutters of two
sizes—Unexplained loss of the PICKER-
ING and the INSURGENT—MASSA-
CHUSETTS sold—Collector to have a
barge manned by boatman—Petition for
an increase of pay, not granted—Eccen-
tricities of Captain Daniel McNeill—
Secretary Gallatin's views on a second
increase—Twelve new cutters author-
ized July 6, 1809—Regulations, govern-
ing provisions, are changed.

HE President was authorized, the

same year, (1799) to place in the na-
val establishment, all or any of the ves-
sels, which as Revenue Cutters, have
been increased in force, and employed
in the defense of the sea coast. The offi-
cers and crews to be allowed, at the dis-
cretion of the President, the pay, sub-
sistence, advantages, and compensation,
proportionally to the rates of such ves-
sels, and to be governed by the rules and
discipline established for the Navy. The
sum of $117,591.92 was appropriated, at
the same time, for the support of the
Revenue Cutter Service.

The accounts of the Revenue Cutters
acting in concert with the Navy, were
settled by the Collectors, the same as
when engaged on regular Navy duty.

Previous to the adoption of the Cus-
toms ensign and pennant, the Revenue
Cutters used the regular national colors,
and pennant, of the same pattern adopt-
ed by the Navy, What the original uni-
foim consisted of, is not so clear, but it
is safe to venture the supposition that
it consisted of the blue and red, the
prevailing colors of the Navy, The first
record for naval uniform is in April,
1776, approved by the Massachusetts
Council.

Resolved, That the uniforms of the
officers be green and white and that they
furnish themselves accordingly; and
that the colors be a white flag with a
green pine-tree and the inscription, “An
appeal to Heaven.”

The first regulations regarding naval
vniforms reads as follows:

Uniforms of Nary and Marine Officers
In Marine Committee, Philadelphia,
Sept. 5th, 1776.

Resolved, That the uniform of the of-
ficers of the Navy of the United States
be as follows:

Captain, Blue cloth with red lapels,
slash cuff, stand-up collar, flat yellow
buttons, blue breeches, red waistcoat,
with narrow lace.

Lieulenants. Blue, with red lapels, a
round cuff faced with red, stand-up col-
lar, yellow buttons, blue breeches, and
red waistcoat, plain.

Master. Blue with lapels, round cuff,
blue breeches and red waistcoat.

Midshipmen. Blue lapeled coat, a
round cuff faced with red, stand-up col-
lar, with red at the button and button
hole, blue breeches and red waistcoat.

It is reasonable to suppose that the
original uniform for the Revenue Cut-
ter Service resembled in the main that
described above,

July 10, 1798, was the first coopera-
tion of the Revenue Cutters with the
Navy. Commodore Barry had command
of a large fleet on the coast; cruising
between Nantucket and Cape Henry, and
the Revenue Cutters, GOVERNOR JAY,
14 guns and 70 men, and GENERAL
GREENE, 10 guns and 64 men were
included. August 13th of the same year,
Captain Nicholson, commanding frigate
CONSTITUTION, was ordered to cruise
from Cape Henry to our southern lim-
its, with four Revenue Cutters under
his command. This was the maiden
cruise of OLD IRONSIDES.

In the spring of 1799, the following
forces were stationed in the Caribbean
Sea to protect American commerce from
French cruisers; the fieet consisted of
two frigates, four sloops-of-war, the
Revenue Cutter PICKERING, 14 guns,
90 men, EAGLE, 14 guns, 70 men,
SCAMMEL, 14 guns, 70 men and DILI-
GENCE, 12 guns, 50 men. The rendez-
vous was Prince Rupurt’s Bay and to
cruise to the windward of St. Kitts as
far as Barbadoes and Tobago.

Commodore Truxton, In the CON-
STELLATION, was in command of the
fleet to rendezvous at St. Kitts, and to
cruise to leeward as far as Porto Rico,
paying attention to St. Martins and the
Virgin Gorda. The fleet consisted of

17
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fcur frigates and sloops-of-war and tfhe
Revenue Cutter VIRGINIA, 14 guns and
70 men,

To guard the windward passage be-
tween Cuba and San Domingo were the
GANGES, Commodore Tingey, and the
Revenue Cutter SOUTH CAROLINA, 12
guns and 50 men.

To cruise off Havana, were the DEL-
AWARE, Commodore S. Decatur, Sr.,
and the Revenue Cutter, GENERAL
GREENE, 10 guns and 34 men and the
Revenue Cutter GOVERNOR JAY, 14
guns and 70 men.

The efficient manner in which they
discharged duties which ord{narily fail
to be classed under the established rules
of the Civil Service, may be attested by
the following list of prizes captured
from the enemy.

1799—REYNARD, captured by DEL-
AWARE, U.S.N,, and Revenue Cutter
EAGLE 1799—SIREN, 4 guns, 36 men,
captured by BALTIMORE, U.S.N, and
Revenue Cutter EAGLE. 1799—Bon
PERE, 6 guns, 56 men, captured by Rev-
enue Cutter EAGLE. The BON PERE
was a superior vessel, both in sailing
qualities and construction and was
placed in commission by the Treasury
Department, as a Revenue Cutter in
1799, serving as such until 1801. 1799—
ATLANTA, captured by PICKERING.
1§00—DOLPHIN captured by EAGLE.
1800—VOLTIGUERE, 10 guns, 61 men,
captured by PICKERING. 1800—FLY,
4 guns, captured by PICKERING. 1800—
ACTIVE, 12 guns, 60 men, captured by
PICKERING, 1800—FELIX captured by
SCAMMEL. 1800—LA FORGEANSE. 2
guns, 70 men, captured by EAGLE. FA-
VORITE captured by EAGLE.

The Revenue Cutters were command-

The annual expenses of the EAGLE,
PICKERING, GOV. JAY and VIRGINIA
at this time were estimated at $§18,-
984.5514 each, total $75,938.22.

The GREENE, DILIGENCE, SCAM-
MEL, and SOUTH CAROLINA, at $10,-
413.93 each, total $41,563.72.

Estimate of the pay of a Cutter of 14 guns and
men

CAP@ID: comvs per month $ 600.00

First Mate ... 420.00
Second Mate . ol = 360.00
Third Mate .. K s 300.00
1 Boatswain i 240.00
1 Carpenter g1 240.00
[ TLC 7o S Py S g 240,00
SICE: | . . 216.00
30 Able Seamen .... 17 ¢ ¢ 6.120.00
10 Ordinary Sc1men Al 1,440.00
14 Marines aleG, =1« 1,008.00
8 Boys I S 768.00

$11,952.00

Estimate of prouvisions for a Cutter of 14 guns
and 70 men, for 12 months

54 barrels of beef..... ... $13.00 $ 702.00
54 barrels of pork.......... 17.00 918.00
215 gallons molasses...... .75 161.25
28 Wb TrICR . Y i e 4.00 100.00
338 pounds butter . .15 50.70
2625 pounds cheese 12 315.00
210 pounds candles. 20 43.00
300 gallons \mc;ar PR .30 90.00
42 bushels beans. ........... .80 33.60
1515 gallons rum........... 1.00 1,515.00
250 “popnts , HORDL ;. . ko .k 113 32.50
9 LB ErelBy HBLY " b hi o oo 8.00 72.00
8 barrels Indian meal...... 4,00 32.00
180 cwt. of bread.,.... : 600.00
25 gallons lamp oil 25.00
125 bushels potatoes. e 62.50
30 =pwh salt Sfish..o a0 n 180.00
$4,932.53
Recapitulation

N | T A 1] $11,952.00

REOMIBIGEE _ - . 5 oifitmams i s = 5 5 4,932.55

Contingencies .............. 1,500.00

Medigides &7 ees siei ore onans 600.00

ed as follows during the French im- $18,984.55
broglio.

: < s - " Comdr. and date of
Rig Name Guns Men Tons \Where Built Cost fmridis i
Brig. PICKERING 14 t] 187 Boston $32,126 Lt. Comdg. E

J Preble, U.S.N
do. EAGLE 14 70 187 Philadelphia $32,200 H G. Camphell
July 5, 1793, S. C.
Sch. SCAMMEL 14 70 187 Ptsmouth, N.H. $20,000 John Adams, June 30
1798, .\.
do GOV. JAY 14 70 187 New York $2614 perton J. W, Leonard \Iay 31,
1798, 3
do VIRGINIA 14 70 187 Norfolk $ Francis Brxght June
i , 25, 1793, Va!
do DILIGENCE 12 50 187  Philadelphia = $ —— John Brown, Oct, 19,
i 1796, C.
do SO.CAROLINA 12 50 187 CHarleslon, J. Pavne, Nov 29,
32814 per ton 1799, S. C.
Sloop GEN. GREENE 10 34 98 Phlla $2814 per ton Geo. Pnce, Mar. 25,

1798, Pa.




Estimate of the pay of Officers and Crew of a
Cutter of 10 guns and 34 men

SRBET " 6 o onseasirh @ B $50 per month $600.00
First Mate ......... 35 = o 420.00
Sccond Mate ........ 30, 4 e 360.00
Third Mate ..... Ty RO 5 300.00
15 Able Seamen 11,7 v 3,060.00
7 Boys e 18 A ( 672.00

8 Marines ......... 6 & 576.00

$5,988.00

Estimiate of Provisions for 34 men for 12 months,
for a Cutter of 10 guns for 12 months

26 barrels of beef.......... $ 338.00
26 barrels pork ...... & 442.00
100 gallons molasses 75.00
) R RO T R { 48.00
160 pounds butter ......... & 24.00
1300 1bs. cheese .......... 3 156.00
100 1Ibs. candles ........... s 20.00
150 gallons vinegar F 45.00
20 bushels beans ..... F 16.00
770 gallons rum J 770.00
120 1bs. soap 3 15.60
6 barrels flour .. 3 48.00
5 barrels Indian meal....... 4. 20.00
82.cutt of-bredd iws .. ssdbios 3.33 273.33
15 gallons lamp oil ....... 1.00 15.00
60 bushels potatoes ........ .50 30.00
13 ‘et galt f8h, oo cpiasiania. 6.00 90.00
$2,425.93
Total pay $5,988.00
Provisiong .. 2,425.93
Contingencies . 1,500.00
INTCEMEITI® . oouiusis & buoms oo we i 57 500.00
$10,413.93

May 2d, 1799. The Revenue Cutter
EAGLE. Captain Campbell, was cruising
in the Caribbean Sea, under the direc-
tion of Commodore Tingey. June 21st.
The PICKERING was ordered to the
Guadaloupe station. December 2d. Com-
modore Truxton had command of the
station, and the following Revenue
Cutters were in the fieet. EAGLE, PICK-
ERING and SCAMMEL. April, 1800,
Commodore Stephen Decatur, Sr., had
command with the same Revenue Cut-
ters in the fleet. The PICKERING re-
turned to the United States, and after
a short cruise, was ordered to proceed
to Guadaloupe, and remain in that
neighborhood until she should fall in
with the commanding officer. September
1st, 1800, Revenue Cutter SCAMMEL
was ordered to San Domingo. Decem-
ber 31st, the EAGLE was cruising off
Guadaloupe.

February 3d, 1801, a treaty of peace
was ratified with France, and Captain
Russell, U.S.N., commanding the HER-
ALD was dispatched to recall the
gquadrons from the West Indies waters.

The Revenue Cutters, at this time,
ccnsisted of 17 vessels, as follows: AC-
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TIVE, ARGUS, BON PERE, DILI-
GENCE, EAGLE, GENERAL GREENE,
GOV. GILMAN, GOV. JAY, MARIA,
MASSACHUSETTS, NORTH CARO-
LINA, PICKERING, SCAMMEL,
SOUTH CAROLINA, UNANIMITY,
VIGILANT, and VIRGINIA. The Service
had been in active operation for a pe-
riod of ten years and upwards, and had
more than realized the high degree of
success predicted by its warmest friends
and advocates. It had become firmly es-
tablished as a practical, reliable, energe-
tic and valuable branch of the Govern-
ment. Had manifested its powers to take
a hand in the game of war, as well as
to protect the coast and commerce in the
more piping times of peace. They had
encountered the enemy, captured prizes,
and afforded material aid to the various
naval forces operating in and about the
West Indies. From small insignificant
boats of 40 feet keel, the vessels had in-
creased to size and proportions of suf-
ficient importance to excite the cupidity
and ambition of naval officers to enter
the Service and in some Iinstances to
command.

The Revenue Cutter PICKERING was
the crack vessel of the Service, and pos-
sessed such fine qualities as to attract
more than the usual degree of commen-
dation and attraction, The ultimate fate
and mystery surrounding the loss of this
vessel attaches a mournful interest to
everything connected with her. Captain
Chapman of the Revenue Cutter Service
commanded her when launched, and she
was the first brig rigged vessel ever
built for the Service.

It {8 somewhat strange that Captain
John Foster Willlams, with his brilliant
record as a seaman and fame as an offi-
cer of undaunted courage as attested in
the actions recorded in the HAZARD
and PROTECTOR, should have been
kept in a home station instead of being
accorded an opportunity to again meet
the enemy during the French War. Com-
modore Edward Preble served under
Captain Williams, as a midshipman, on
board of the PROTECTOR, and this of-
ficer, with his accustomed and well-
known energy, applied for and received
the command of the PICKERING. Cap-
tain Elisha Hinman is another officer of
the Revenue Cutter Service, who had
won for himself an enviable reputation
in the Continental Navy. He entered the
Revenue Cutter Service as a full Cap-
tain, from Connecticut, his commission
dating March 13th, 1798, Had these two
officers been accorded an opportunity to
have fought the common enemy, the
Revenue Cutter Service would have
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plucked unfading laurels, to have hand-
ed down as examples of courage and
patriotism, worthy of the emulation of
those who today compose the “flower”
of the corps.

The frigate INSURGENTE and the
brigantine PICKERING received orders
to sail for Guadaloupe, and were lost,
rot a soul surviving the disaster to tell
the terrible tale.

The following correspondence will ex-
plain itself in relation to the subject:

Navy Department,
Feb. 8th, 1802.
Sir:

In obedience to the resolution of the
House of Representatives of the 2d inst.,
I herewith transmit copies of the sail-
ing orders given to the commanders of
the frigate INSURGENTE and brigan-
tine PICKERING. :

The frigate INSURGENTE sailed
from Baltimore the 23d of July, and
from Hampton Roads the 8th of August,
1800. The PICKERING sailed from New
Castle, August 20th, 1800.

Since the sailing of those vessels no
information has been received respect-
ing them. It is presumed, however, that
they were lost in the equinoctial gale of
September, 1800.

I have the honor to be, with great re-
spect, Sir, your most obedient servant,

Robert Smith,
Speaker, House of Representatives.

Navy Department,
August 15th, 1800.
Bir:

Having already furnished you with
all the necessary Instructions, for the
government of your conduct on a cruise,
it only remains for me now to. direct
that, taking under your convoy the pro-
vision ship FLORIDA and such merchant
vessels as may be ready to sail with you,
and proceed to join your squadron on
the Guadaloupe station, rendezvouing at
St. Kitt’s.

You will see the FLORIDA safe to St.
Kitt’s; her cargo is to be delivered to
David M. Clarkton, Esq., an agent
there, unless you should meet the com-
manding officer on your passage, by
whose orders you will then be governed.

After performing this service, you
will cruise in the vicinity of Guadaloupe,
until you fall in with Captain Decatur,
or the commanding officer of that sta-
tion, under whose command you are to
act until further orders.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most
obedient servant,

Benjamin Stoddart.

Lieut. Benjamin Hilliar, of the PICK-
ERING, New Castle, Delaware.

Cooper is authority for stating that
“vague rumors were set afloat at the
time, and it was even affirmed that the
f.wo vessels had run foul of each other
In a gale—a tale that was substantiated
by no testimony, and which was prob-
ably untrue.”

Treasury Department,
Comptroller's Office.
March 1st, 1800
Sir:

Your accounts of disbursements from
the 21st December, 1788, to the 6th
March, 1799, for the purpose of equip-
ping the Revenue Cutter PICKERING
has been adjusted at the Treasury, and
the sum of fourteen thousand, eight hun-
dred and four dollars and fifty-six cents,
is stated to be due to you from the Uni-
ted States, which corresponds with that
exhibited by you.

In order that you may obtain due
credit for said sum, in your accounts as
Collector, you will be pleased to sign
duplicate receipts therefor, agreeable to
the enclosed form, ome of which vou
will transmit to the Treasurer and the
other to this office.

I am sir, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
J. W. Steele.
Benj. Lincoln, Collector.

Cooper states, “These Revenue vessels
were generally brigs between 150 and
200 tons masurement, their armaments
varying from 10 to 14 guns, and crews of
from 50 to 70 men. At the close of the
year, 1799, many of them were taken
into the Navy, and we find some of their
officers, soon after the commencement
of the contest, in the command of
frigates. The celebrated Preble is first
seen in actual service, as the comman-
der of one of these Revenue vessels,
though his rank was that of lieutenant-
commandant, and he had been previously
attached to the CONSTITUTION as one
of her officers.”

By the Act of March 3d, 1801, the
Navy was reduced to a peace footing,
and on July 7th, of the same year, a
circular letter was Issued from the De-
partment to the Collectors expressing
doubt whether some of the vessels em-
ployed were not larger, their crews more
numerous, and consequently more ex-
pensive than the interest of the Service
required. That a proper judgment might
te formed on the subject collectors were
ordered, to submit at once, size of cut-
ter and number of men on board. An



opinion of the proper size of a cutter for
the station with reference to ordinary
service, and not for the purposes of
war. The size of a pilot boat of the most
approved construction with objections,
if any, of employing such vessels for
the protectlon of the revenue. The large
vessels that had been co-operating with
the Navy were recommended to be sold,
together with their guns and outfits, and
opinions and advice solicited respecting
the best and wisest methods of reducing
and contracting the Service to a strictly
peace footing and economical basis. Sug-
gestions for suppressing illicit trading,
and causing the Revenue Cutters to re-
sume their legitimate duties, were also
called for, and information *“in propor-
tion to the whole number of seizures,
few are understood to have been made
by the cutters, or in consequence of in-
fermation derived from them. Is this
owing to any defect in the system, or to
a want of activity in the persons em-
ployed? Particular attention to thls
point is desired.”

Secretary Albert Gallatin, under date
of October 14th, 1801, wrote as follows
to Collector Lincoln of Boston.

“The President of the United States,
on information that has been laid before
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him, that the Revenue Cutter Establish-
ment shall be reduced as near as circum-
stances will permlt within its original
limits.”

The SCAMMEL, EAGLE, and PICK-
ERING had been permanently retained
in the naval service and with their
transfer, the names of Captains H. G.
Campbell, Yeaton, Maltbie, Dennis,
Montgomery, Porter, Taylor, Cooke,
Cochran and Price disappeared from
the roster of officers of the Revenue Cut-
ter Service.

The Servlce underwent a reduction,
old vessels were sold and junior officers
discharged. 'The entire crew of the
MASSACHUSETTS Cutter were dis-
charged with the exception of the Cap-
tain and oldest commissioned first lieu-
tenant. The cutter was sold at once, and
until a new vessel could be obtalned, the
Collector was authorized to employ a
barge, if necessary, manned by boatmen.
The new Cutter was not to exceed 45
tons burden, with crew to consist of
Master and Mate retained, 6 seamen,
boys included. Thus the Service return-
ed to the scope and limits as originally
established by Alexander Hamilton in
1790.

On February 12th, 1802, the Service
was composed of the following officers:

Rank arnd Date of
Commission

Station Cutter

CAPTAINS

Boston, Mass.

1, J. F. Williams March 21, 1791 Massachusetts No. 3
2. ;amcs Howell May 20th 1791 Savannah, Ga. Patriot
3. Francis Bright June 25th, 1795 Norfolk, Va. _ Jefferson
4. John Brown October 19th, 1796 Wilmington, N. C. Diligence No. 2
§. Elisba Hinman March 13th, 1793 New London, Cunn. Argus No. 2
6. Jno. W. Leunard May 31st, 1798 New York, N. Y. Vigilant No. 2
7. John Adams une 30th, 1798 Portsmouth, N. H. New Hampshire
8. Silas Foster une 27th, 1799 Philadeiphia, Pa. Collector
9. James Payne Novemher 29th, 1799 Charleston, S. C. General Greene
FIRST MATES
1. H. Welch Mareh 21st, 1791 Boston, Mass. Massachusetts
2. Geo. House March 21st, 1791 New London, Conn. Argus No. 2
3. Wm. Ham uly 14th, 1795 Norfolk, Va. _ Jefterson
4. Jos. Burch arch 7, 1797 Wilmington, N. C. Diligence No. 2
s. }‘no. Squire December 31st, 1797 New York Vigilant No. 2
6. Thos. White Novemher 29th, 1799 New Berne, N. C.
7. T. Thompson April 16th, 1800 Philadelphia, Pa. Collector ikl
8. Sam’l. Laston Unknown New Berne, N. C. Comdg. Gov. Wiiliams
9. E. Pennington Septemher 17th, 1800 New Berne, N. C. Comdg. Gov. Williams
10. Jos. Sawyer June 26th, 1802 Philadelphia, Pa. Collector
SECOND MATES
1. N. Nichols March 21st, 1791 Boston, Mass, Massachusetts
2. S. Adibourne October 26th, 1795 Posrtmuouth, N. H. New Hampshire
3. E. Perkins April 15th, 1796 New London, Conn. Argus No. 2
4. W. Parish November 29th, 1799 Norfolk, Va. Jefferson
5. J. Parker November 29th, 1799 Charleston, S. C. Gen. Greene
6. D. Rumbley September 17th, 1800 Charleston, S. C. Gen. Greene
7. E. Lincoln February 19th, 1801 Boston, Mass. Massnchusetts_
8. Samuel Muir Unknown Portsmouth, N. H. New Hampshire
9, G. W. Allen Unknown Portsmouth, N. H. New Hampshire



Rank and Date of

Name Chitliniss on Station Cutter
THIRD MATES

1. N. Saltonstall August 15th, 1796 New London, Conn. Argus No. 2
2. N. Harriott March 1st, 1797 New York, N Y. Vigilant No. 2
3. W. Snell March 4th, 1797 Wilmington, N. C. Diligence No. 2
4, J. Wade December 31st, 1798 New York, N. Y. Vigilant No. 2
5. W, S. Oliver December 31st, 1798 Philadelphia, Pa. Collector
6, Roe Latimer August 31lst, 1799 Norfolk, Va. Jefferson
i, R. Hrabowski September 7th, 1800 Charleston, S. C Gen. Greene
8. E. Perkitt February 19th, 1801 Boston, Mass. Massachusetts No. 2
9. David Jov Unknown Portsmouth, N. H. New Hampshire
10. J. McLean Unknown New Berne, N. C. Gov. Williams

The following letter was forwarded
to Collector of Customs from the Sec-
retary:

Treasury Department,
Nov. 234, 1803.

Sir: I have received a letter from
Captain Williams of the Revenue Cutter
belonging to your District, complaining
of the inadequacy of his own and of-
ficers’ pay, and soliciting an increase
thereof.

As this is believed to be the first rep-
resentation of the kind made to this
Department since the pay of the officers
of the Revenue Cutters was augmented
by law in 1796—I will thank you to in-
form me, whether in your opinion, there
is any foundation for the complaint now
made by Captain Williams.

I am, very respectfully Sir,

Albert Gallatin,

The petition of the officers was not
granted, their pay remaining, for Cap-

taing, $892; First Lieutenants, $712;
Second Lieutenants, $652, and Third
Lieutenants, $5345; including four ra-

tions per day to each commissioned
officer.

On December 29th, 1806, Captain Dan-
iel McNeill, late of the Navy, entered
the Revenue Cutter Service. Fennimore
Cooper thus notices this gentleman in
his naval history.

“The eccentricities of Captain McNeill
had become traditional in the Service,
while in Sicily in command of the fri-
gate BOSTON, a band belonging to one
of the regiments quartered at Messina,
was sent on board the ship, and ha
brought the musicians to America, it is
said, without their consent. On another
occasion he is said to have sailed from
Toulon leaving three of his own officers
on shore, and carrying off three French
officers who had been dining on board,
with a view to keep up his compiement.
The latter were carried across to the
African coast and put in a fishing vessel,

but many months elapsed before all his
own officers could rejoin their ghip. Cap-
tain McNeill subsequently commanded a
Revenue Cutter, and performed a gal-
lant thing in the war of 1812. Neither
his seamanship nor gallantry was ever
questioned.”

Secretary Gallatin, in a communica-
tion to the House of Representatives,
expresses his views on the second in-
creage of the Revenue Cutter Service, as
follows:

Treasury Department,
November 29th, 1808
Sir:

I have the honor to receive your letter
of the 22d inst. respecting the proposed
increase of the Cutter establishment.

I think that, solely with a view to the
execution of the ordinary revenue laws,
three additional Cutters would be suffi-
cient, viz: one for the District of Maine,
one for Rhode Island, and the southern
Coast of Massachussetts, and one for
Ocracock, in North Carolina. The vessel
which has been employed for ten years,
as a revenue boat, in the last place, is
necegsarily, from the nature of the
adjacent waters, and of the service she
must perform, of a size nearly equal to
that of some of the cutters; and so far
as relates to that port, the change would
be only nominal; but it is desirable, in
order that a commission may be given
to the captain and mates, the vessel be-
ing often obliged to be at sea.

But, for the purpose of carrying into
effect laws which prohibit exportation
and restrain importations, more efficient
means must be used than are now
authorized. And amongst these an in-
crease of revenue cutters is necessary,
in additlon to the assistance of gun-
boats, which are better calculated as a
stationary force, and for the purpose of
stopping, in certain places, than of pur-
suing, vessels. We want small, fast sail-
ing vessels, ten of which will require a
less number of men than the smallest



frigate, and will cover much more
ground. For you will be pleased to ob-
serve that there are but six vessels be-
longing to the navy, under the size of
frigates; and that number is inadeqguate
to the extent of coast, and number of
harbors to be watched. An easy draught
of water is also a material consideration.
But it seems to me that it cannot be
doubted, that, if all the navy was em-
ployed in that service, they are not
sufficient, in point of numbers, for the
object, and that ten or twelve small
vessels, in addition, will form a very
useful appendage. I propose that they
should be revenue cutters, because, in
times of peace, and when employed sole-
ly in carrying the laws into effect, they
will be under the control of the Collec-
tors; which, in relation to that object,
is preferable; and because, in case of
war, they might, according to the exist-
ing laws, be placed under the direction
of the Navy Department. Their size
would vary from 70 to 130 tons; they
would carry from six to ten four-pound-
ers, or if they can be procured, twelve-
pounder carronades; and be manned
with from fifteen to thirty men each,
which {s amply sufficient for the object
in view,

The expense of building such vessels,
coppered and completely fitted for sea,
will be, exclusively of the guns, from
eight to twelve thousand dollars. The
expense of keeping them in service must
depend on the wages of seamen. Sup-
rosing these at fifteen dollars a month,
the annual expense of each vessel may,
on an average, be estimated—

Pay of one Captain and three

T P e - $1,620.00
Pay of twenty seamen, at fif-

teen dollars ... .......... .. 3,600.00
Rations, estimated at twenty-

BI%8 CELS oo B eh e 2,640.00

Repairs and contingencies of
every description

$9,000.00

The cost of twelve vessels would,
therefore, on an average be $120,000.00;
and their annual support $108,000.00.
I must add, that this estimate is predi-
cated on a supposition that we would
increase the force of these new cutters
beyond what has heretofore been usual;
for the annual malntainance of those
now in service does not cost more than
gix thousand dollars each. Nor must
the proposed expense be considered as
altogether additional; for we would then
be enabled to substitute the new cut-
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ters to a number of armed revenue boats,
which have, this year, under existing
circumstances, been authorized in many
instances, in addition to those usually
employed.

No other appropriation is requisite
than one similar to that made by the
97th section of the Collection law of
March 24, 1799. But, if thought prefer-
able, the expense may be paid from
moneys in the Treasury. The form is
immaterial, and it is a mere matter of
form.

I bhave the honor to be, with great
respect, sir yours, etc.

ALBERT GALLATIN,

Taomas Newrox, Esq., Chairman of
Committee of Commerce and Manu-
facturers.

On July 29th, 1808, the Collector at
Boston was authorized to increase the
force of the Revenue Cutter in his Dis-
trict, both as to guns and men, and {f,
upon examination, the vessel was
deemed unfit for further service to sell
her at once and purchase another, not
to exceed 100 or 120 tons, and to arm
her with suitable guns or carronades.
The crew not to exceed thirty men and
to be expressly understood that she must
be fast, and well fitted for serving and
cruising on the coast.

On July 6th, 1809, twelve new cutters
were authorized to be built, and a letter
from Secretary Gallatin, of the same
vear to Collector Lincoln at Boston,
authorized him to sell the cutter then in
use, and to purchase and man a new one,
not exceeding 130 tons, crew to be 25
men. The vessel to be commanded by a
master, 1st and 2d mates. whom the
Collector was instructed to nominate
to the Secretary, '‘but in the meanwhile
to be appointed by Collector and to be
paid at the same rate as similar officers
on Revenue Cutters. The vessel to be
armed with guns, carronades, and
muskets, in the best manner which you
can provide.”

From the foundation of the service
more or less trouble had been experi-
enced regarding provisioning the Cut-
ters, and Secretary Hamilton changed
the methods and regulations governing
the same, a number of times. Secretary
Gallatin wrote to the Collector at Bos-
ton, on the subject as follows:

Treasury Department,
May 10th, 1810.
Sir:

It appears by the accounts of the Col-

lectors that the price allowed for re-
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tained rations to the officers of the reve-
nue cutters, and for rations furnished
to the crew, vary from 20 cents to 3714
cents per ration.

The Act of March 2d, 1799 provides
that the captain of a revenue cutter shall
be allowed the subsistence of a captain
in the Army of the United States, each
lieutenant or mate the subsistence of a
lieutenant in the Army of the United
States; and the non-commissioned offi-
cers, gunners and mariners such rations
as are or shall be allowed in the Naval
Service of the United States.

The allowance now made to the offi-
cers of the army for subsistence is fixed
by the 6th Section of the Act of April
12th, 1808 at 20 cents for each ration,
and you are hereby instructed to allow
uniformly at that rate for retained ra-
tions to all the officers of the revenue
cutters.

For the rations actually furnished to
the officers and crew you are authorized,
as heretofore, to contract on the best
terms. But each contract, must, from
the commencement of next quarter, be
reduced to writing, (not omitting the
clause which excludes any participation
in members of Congress) and a copy be
transmitted to the Comptroller’s office.

It is presumed that contracts may iIn
every instance be obtained at the rate
of 20 cents per ration, and none will
be valid if for a rate greater than 25
cents per ration, without the previous
approbation of the Secretary of the
Treasury. As it has been found most
convenient in most instances to contract
with the Captain himself, that mode,
may, if you think proper be still pur-
sued under the above-mentioned restric-
tions.

It has been customary in some ports
for the Collector to purchase provisions
as they were wanted, instead of con-
tracting for relations. That mode Iis
ineligible, and ought not to be pursued,
whenever a contract for rations is prac-
ticable.

You will be pleased to adopt the same
rules in relation to the supplies of ra-
tions or provisions for the use of any
revenue boats under your direction, in
the cases where men receive rations or
provisions from the public, so far as the
said rules may be applicable and practi-
cable.

I am, very respectfully, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

ALBERT GALLATIN.



CHAPTER III.
THE WAR OF 1812

The sixteen cutters available at com-
mencement of the war—Loss of the
SURVEYOR, captured by the Narcissus
—Defense of the EAGLE, during her at-
tempt to retake the prize Susan—EXx-
plosion on the GALLATIN—The British
Privateer Dart captured by the VIGI-
LANT—The MADISON captures the
Snow, and Wade and the Shamrock—
Navy pension lists open to Revenue Cut-
ter Service.

HE relations of the United States
with Great Britain at this time, were
daily growing more strained and criti-
cal. The firing into the Chesapcake by
H.B.M. ship Leopard had created an
intense excitement, and war seemed the
only method by which the insult could be
avenged. The embargo laid upon ves-
gels, December 22d, was repealed, ex-
cept the nations of France and Great
Britain. In 1810, H.B.M. ship Mosclle
fired into the U. S. brig Vizen and in
1811 Commodore Rodgers, in the frigate
PRESIDENT, exchanged shots with H.
B.M. ship Little Belt, killing and wound-
ing several of her crew.
‘War was declared against Great Bri-
tain June 18th, 1812, and the Revenue

Cutters were found prepared, on their
several stations, to defend the coast and
commerce of the country as far as the
calibre of their guns and size of the
vessels would admit.

The following vessels constituted the
Revenue Cutter fleet, at the commence-
ment of hostilities:

ACTIVE No. 2
ARGUS. No. 3

COM.” BARRY
DILIGENCE, No. 4
EAGLE

GALLATIN, No. 1
GEN. GREENE, No. §
GEORGE

HORNET
LOUISIANA, No. 1
MADISON
MASSACHUSETTS, No. 3
MERCURY

NEW HAMPSHIRE
SURVEYOR
VIGILANT, No. 3

These vessels were stationed at the
principal seaports from Portland, Maine,
to New Orleans, La., averaging 125 tons
and carrying from 6 to 10 light guns,
manned by fifteen to thirty men.

Captlainsg

1. Nicholas Newall. ... ......... ... Nov.,, 1806 ... .. ....... Georgia
2. Daniel MeNeill ......... ......... De@., 1806 owuw.oerporeming S. Carolina
3. Christopher Bennett ..... ........ Oeli; AN ' bnei i pom g Massachusetts
4 = JORGYhE BUPGIE - Lo o on v fiaioie s o o s Jany IEOD s se. ¢ pamyn g e B é No. Carolina
5. Gale Worthington ....... .......... AT TERY e B o Delaware
6. Wi, P. Adams: ..... ..:e.:. ERRLL ) -/ (00 [ P etpic New Hampshire
G- 6= i Jud S0 1) R R et 1275 JS T 1 [ - New Hampshire
8. Josefh SAWFEr ... .. onp-c. B G o (1e Sl 1o 1 ey e ot Delaware
9. George Brooks ..... ............. )0 e (1 G PR A .New Hampshire
10. Samuel Travis Rt gl e RIERE Y § Ca e . g Virginia
Tiic JOIMUCENOONS . ... . dfieie] = aaeeaal ofe o= T v PR S Rhode Island
12 DENBI MY o ok ree s fhad DR TLEAR A . & ot b e Massachusetts
18 ‘Bovward CHerbart . .. vomeis liis o July, 1812 ... .. ........Massachusetts
14. J. Hy Silliman . ...oaox06... .0 Jion o BORE LR LE L Sl (e s e So. Carolina
15. Nath'l. Kennard o P b )] O, TETR gk .,...New Hampshire
S S S R S S — Ay T DT T Massachusetts
0l S Yol o)l 7Y [ RN (A S gl MR RO smwed L 5 v Connecticut

First Mates
1. Thomias FIaWers . .....c..c-pspaee- PN A (- Fennsylvania
Bl J. W SAMMABES: . oo v s s e oo e M@h:, 806 ¢ cvas. 1941 va Pennsylvania
B JOIs IBOTRRE |0 .00 g s o o boms o oo b e July, 1806 .. ..... ....... Pennsylvania
4. Ebenezer Baldwin ..... ........... 50 oyl -1 | T RS Delaware
5. Joseph Merryhew .......... ...... FBhL TRl st 2 58 5 ¢ o B Fennsylvania
6. Henry Cahoone ... .... .......... Jmbwk IEEES . | oo e b Rhode Island
7. Elenson Foote .........coiivunnn. RIS MERIE . i o 5 b o ot Rhode Island
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8. Isaac W. Camnan ................ Apr., 1812 ...... ....... Delaware

9. Chas. S. Woodward ............... Apr,, 1812 ..... ........ Massachusetts
10. Willlam Shearman ............... June, 1812 ............. Rhode Island
11. John Hebb .......... .. ccvviinas. July, 1812 ............. Massachusetts
12. John WeeKks ... ..... . ccoviivnnnnen July, 1812 ............. New Hampshire
13. Daniel P. Augue .............. .. .. Oct,, 1812 ..........c.t. Connecticut

Second Mates

1. James Mitchell ......... .o Mch., 1805 ............ New Hampshire

2. Danle] McDaniel .................. Apr.,, 1805 ............. New Hampshire

3. Andrew Smiley .......... .. ...... Mch.,, 1806 ... ........... Pennsylvania

4, Robert Sargent .........cc.vunv.n. Sept., 1806 ............. Pennsylvania

5. George Rice ........... ...... .... May, 1807 ............. New York

6. Thos. V. Butler ..........c.ccvun. July, 1808 .............. Virginia

7. Jos. Livermore .........ccoc.vuvens Apr,, 1808 ............. Massachusetts

8. Ed. F. Luff ............. ..., Oct,, 1808 .............. Delaware

9. Linton Dudley .................... Jan.,, 1809 .. ..,........ Delaware

10. Vinson Smith .................... June, 1809 ............. New York

11, James McCheney .............ou... May, 1810 .............. Delaware

12. Thos. Marshall .......... ......... May, 1811 .. ............ New Hampshire

13. Thos. Hudson ...... .............. Jan., 1812 ............. Delaware

14, Jos. S. Cameron ...........c.uvu. .. Apr,, 1812 ............. Massachusetts

15. John McKellar .........coc ovviun, July, 1812 ... ........ Massachusetts

16. Wm. Phippen ..... .. ........ .. ..., July, 1812 ... ......... Massachusetts

17. Nathaniel Pierce .................. July, 1812 ............. Massachusetts

18, John Hall ....... . ..ot i Oct., 1812 .............. Connecticut

19. Aaron Burns ..........oii i Dec.,, 1812 ........ ..... So. Carolina
Third Mates

1. Robert Sargeant ........ ........-. Feb., 1809 ... .......... Delaware

2. Wm. L. Travig ...............oon July, 1812 ............. Massachusetts

3. Barnabas Hopkins ................ July, 1812 ............. Massachusetts

The grade of the Third Mate does not
appear to have been sought after in the
early days of the Service. Whether the
lack of popularity connected with this
rank was due to disagreeable duties, or
from what cause, does not appear. But
from March 1st, 1801 to May 31st, 1820,
but 34 commissions were issued to offi-
cers of that grade. With the beginning
of hostilities but three third mates were
In the Service, and but four additional
appointments were made between the
years of 1812 and 1819.

The Revenue cutter SURVEYOR, Capt.
Samuel Travis, commanding, was cap-
tured in York River, on the night of the
12th of June, 1813, by three barges, be-
longing to H.B.M. ship ANarcissus. The
third mate of the SURVEYOR submit.-
ted the following report of the affair:

Williamsburg, Virginia,
June 14th, 1812.
Sir:

On the 10th of June the Revenue Cut-
ter SURVEYOR was at anchor under
Gloster Point, and at 8 P. M,, the guard
boat was ordered out as usual to keep
watch of the enemy., It was my turn to

take charge of the same, and when we
left the vesse], it was raining, attended
with thick weather. We had proceeded
some distance, the fog lifting slightly,
and I imagined there was some object
moving close under the land. I ordered
my crew to lay on their oars, but the
darkness was so intense nothing could
be made out with certainty. I directed
the boat towards Yorktown, pulling cau-
tiously through the gloom. I soon heard
a peculiar noise, that was soon dis-
covered to be the regular stroke of man-
of-war boats. Two barges were discov-
ered pulling direct for the SURVEYOR,
and a third heading for the boat under
my command, As their force outnum-
bered mine two to one, and it was {m-
possible for me to reach the Cutter, I
effected a retreat In shore, with the
barge in full chase. I opened fire, and
continued until five shots had been dis-
charged, which was promptly returned
and kept up by the enemy, until we were
safe beyond thelr reach. Shouts and
firing from the direction of the Cutter
was heard, and the flash of guns fol-
lowed in rapid succession, then silence
ensued. I have four men of the Cutter



with me, and would be glad to know
what I must do.
I am with respect, etc.,
WirLiaM L, TRrAvIs.

Jas. H. McCurrocH, Collector.

On board the SURVEYOR, the watch,
in charge of an officer, held possession
of the deck. The night was calm
and still, the fog resting in dense folds
close to the surface of the river. The
creaking of the thole pins in the guard
or picket boat was distinctly heard, as
the little force proceeded leisurely down
the river, while the occasional patter
of rain sounded monotonously along the
deck of the Revenue Cutter, The ports
were open, guns loaded and run out,
with all the working paraphernalia of
worms, rammers, spongers, swabs and
division tubs, in place, and ready for
instant use. The muffied report of a
musket shot was borne to the acute ears
of the officer of the deck. Another and
another followed in rapid succession.
That trouble of some kind, and of a
serious nature, had been met with by
the guard boat was apparent., The
crew were summoned quietly, the com-
manding officer called, at the same in-
stant the dark indistinct outlines of two
barges, pulling rapidly for the vessel
were discovered. They were not over
one hundred and fifty yards distant from
the cutter, the guns could not be brought
to bear and Captain Travis from the
quarter deck, taking in the situation at
a glance, directed each man to provide
himself with two muskets, reserving
their fire until he gave the order. The
hoats were but a few yards distant, the
forms of the men plainly discernible,
when the commander of the Revenue
Cutter directed his men to aim low and
fire. With the rattling volley, came the
cheers of the attacking party, who
dashed alongside, despite the leaden mis-
siles, and a desperate hand-to-hand con-
flict ensued on the deck of the SUR-
VEYOR.

Oulnumbered and Surroundcd

Although outnumbered and surround-
ed by the enemy, the crew did not flinch,
contesting every inchh of the deck with
stubborn courage, in response to the
ringing appeals of Captain Travis, who
did not surrender his vessel until fur-
ther resistance would have resulted in
a useless and wanton shedding of blood.
Captain Travis and his crew were taken
on board the frigate Junan.

The following letter from the senior
officer of the Narcissus was received by
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Captain Travis, the next day, together
with his sword:

His Majesty’s Ship Narcissus.
June 13, 1813.
Sir:

Your gallant and desperate attempt
to defend your vessel against more
than double your number, on the night
of the 12th inst., excited such admira-
tion on the part of your opponents, as
I have seldom witnessed, and induced
me to return you the sword you had
so nobly used, in testimony of mine.
Our poor fellows have severely suffered
occasioned chiefly, if not solely, by the
precautions you had taken to prevent
surprise; in short, I am at a loss which
to admire most, the previous engage-
ment on board the SURVEYOR, or the
determined manner by which her deck
was disputed, inch hy inch.

You have my most sincere wishes for
the immediate parole and speedy ex-
change of yourself and brave crew; and
I cannot but regret, that I myself have
no Iinfluence that way, otherwize it
should be forthcoming.

I am, sir, with much respect,

Your most obedient,
JOHN CRERIE.

Captain S. Travis,
U. S. Cutter SURVEYOR.

The Norfolk Herald of August 10th,
1813, contains the following: “Captain
Travis was sent on shore at Washing-
ton, N. C, on his parole, and arrived
here on Friday last. He was on board
the Junan frigate, at the time she was
attacked by the gunboats, and states
that four shots struck her hull; that
her rigging was very much cut up, and
that she had one man killed and four
wounded. Thus the damage on both
sides seems to be pretty near an equal-
ity. By the report of the officers, Cap-
tain Travis is of the opinion that the
fire from the battery at Craney Island
was far more destructive than we had
any idea of. A single shot decapitaicd
(as Dr. Johnson would say), or in plain
English, cut off the legs and feet of
nearly a whole boat’s crew. Another
shot struck amongst a crowd of soldiers
on the land and Lkilled seven. Nothing
could exceed the confidence of the
enemy in taking Norfolk on the 22nd
of June, except his astonishment and
mortification at being defeated.

Captain Travis says he saw a map
of all the fortifications, roads, ete.,
about Norfolk with explanatory notes
attached, which was the work of a Cap-
tain Udney who was for several months
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a prisoner in thig place and had been
exchanged and sent on board the tleet.

Outside Assistance

There is not tlie least doubt that
Captain Udney was aided in his under-
taking by certain characters residing
in Norfolk, whose expulsion from the
town, in its present situation, would be
of signal advantage. Captain Udney,
himself, could not have obtained any
information that would have been serv-
iceable to the enemy.”

The Collector reported as follows to
the Department:

“The Revenue Cutter SURVEYOR,
of Baltimore, captured in York River,
was an old vessel, scarcely worth re-
pairing. She carried six guns of small
calibre and probably had about fifteen
men and boys on board when captured.”
The vessel was purchased in 1807.

Following is a full list of her officers
and crew, copied from an original pay-
roll:

Samuel Travis, commander.

John Hebb, first mate.

Willlam Phippen, second mate.

W. L. Travis, third mate.

George Randolph, boatswain.

James Alarmon, gunner,

Richard Jones, seaman.
William Pruet, seaman.
John Allman, seaman.

John Allman, Jr., seaman.
Zachary Cole, seaman.
Samuel Berry, seaman.
James Hall, seaman.

John Lynch, seaman.

John Bowden, lad.
Edward Page, lad.

Peter Williams, conok.
John MecCarlie, seaman.
Thomas Gail, seaman.
Mathew Webster, seaman.
William Lewis, seaman.
William Dunsford, seaman.
Robert Smith, seaman.
Edward Power, seaman.
Thomas Gail, Jr., seaman.

The officers and crew were allowed
their salaries during the term of thelr
captivity.

Early in the year 1813 the Revenue
cutter MADISON was captured on her
gtation by a superior force of the
enemy.

Worthy of Record

The defense of the Revenue cutter
EAGLE on October 17, 1814, is well
worthy of record, and affords a striking
illustration of the metal and sentiment
pervading this civil branch of the Gov-
ernment.

“The sloop Susan, Captain Miles, of
New Haven, on her passage from New
York, with a valuable cargo, was cap-
tured oft Mill River by a sloop fitted out
by the British frigate Pomone, com-
manded by a lieutenant with from
forty to sixty men, armed with muskets,
etc., with an 18-pounder and two 4's.
The packet, though armed, was sur-
prised, and made no resistance. This
occurrence was observed by a sloop
which had just passed the Susan, and
a passenger was immediately landed
from her, who came express tc this
place with the information. The Rev-
enue Cutter EAGLE, Captain Lee, im-
mediately prepared to go out and re-
take the Swusan, manned by lher own
crew and about thirty volunteers, who
promptly tendered their services for
that purpose. The wind being light and
unfavorable for the captors to get off
with their booty, it was hoped the
EAGLE would be able to cut them off
before they could pass the harbor. At
about 4 P. M. she got underway, towed
out of the harbor, and stood to the
gouthward and eastward, the wind be-
ing light all night; did not observe the
sloop; at day break found themselves
nearly under the guns of the sloop-of-
war; all hands were immediately called
to man the sweeps; got out two boats
ahead; with a view to get her into a
creek on Long Island shore, there be-
ing no port of safety which she could
reach. Being almost calm, the brig
manned several! barges, and sent them
in pursuit, which came up fast, and a
firing commenced between them and the
cutter at about 7 A. M. Approaching
the shore, Captain Lee learned from
some fishermen who had assembled on
the beach that he could not enter the
creek, there not being sufficient depth
of water. The brig drawing near, and
seeing no other chance of escape, the
cutter was laid on shore under a high
bluff, nearly opposite Falkland Islands,
and the barges coming up, she com-
menced a brisk fire on them with round
and grape shot, which soon obliged
them to sheer off. Commenced landing
the guns, ammunition, sails, etc.,, and
with the assistance of the people on
shore, were enabled to get two 4- and
two 2-pounders upon the bluff, where
they were planted and the colors near
them, with a determination not to “give
up the ship.” 'These with the musketry,
kept the enemy from landing, or tak-
ing possession of the cutter though
several attempts were made by the
bharges while the brig kept up a heavy



carronade, taking a distance out of our
reach, and hoping to drive us from the
hill. Finding their efforts unavailing,
they commenced firing upon the cutter
to destroy her, at the same time keep-
ing up their fire upon the hill, from the
sloop that captured the Susen and a
barge, taking positions so as to rake
on every quarter, which they kept up
till about 2 P. M., when the sloop and
barge hauled off and the firing ceased.
In a short time the sloop resumed her
position, and firing recommenced, and
was continued between four and five
o’clock occasionally turned from the
hill, when the sloop hauled off again
and about sunset stood to the east-
ward. Several other attempts were
made by the barges during the night to
gain the cutter, but the vigorous and
well directed fire from the hill always
compelled them to haul off. The brig
kept at her station till about 9 o'clock
next morning, when she got underway
and stood off.

During this affair several acts of
heroism were displayed worthy of the
intrepid character of our seanmen. Hav-
ing expended all the wadding of the
4-pounders on the hill, during the
warmest of the firing, several of the
crew volunteered and went on board
the cutter to obtain more. At this mo-
ment the masts were shot away, when
the brave volunteers erected a flag upon
her stern; this was soon shot away,
but was immediately replaced by a
heroic tar, amid the cheers of his un-
daunted comrades, which was returned
by a whole broadside from the enemy.
When the crew of the cutter had ex-
pended all their large shot and fixed
ammunition, they tore up the logbook
to make cartridges, and returned the
enemy’s small shot which lodged in the
hill.

The cutter’s force was only six guns,
four 4-pounders and two 2's, with plenty
of muskets, and about fifty men.

The enemy being gone, and provi-
sions, etc., being scarce, the volunteers
from tbe city left Captain Lee and his
crew and arrived here on Thursday
evening in a sloop from Long Island.
Capt. John Davis was slightly wounded
in the knee from a stone impelled by
a 32-pound shot which struck near him.

Killed. One calf by a 32-pound shot,
which was picked up on a field nearly
a mile distant. Though we do by no
means despise the prowess of the enemy,
we must observe that the brig which
achieved this notable exploit is the same
that killed a hog and a horse at Ston-
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nington—the DESPATCH. She fired
nearly 300 shots.

We have since learned tha! Captain
Lee succeeded in getting off the cutter,
and was about to remove her to a place
of safety when the enemy returned and
took possession of her. She was greatly
injured, but it is expected the enemy
will be able to refit her to annoy us in
the Sound.”

(Copied from a New Haven paper,
Columbia Register.)

The following is copied from the
Charleston Courier of April 20th, 1813:

Dreadful Explasion

“Between the hours of ten and eleven
yesterday foremoon, a most awful ex-
plosion took place in this harbor, on
board the Revenue schooner GALLATIN,
commanded by Capt. John H. Silliman,
which had arrived the day before from
a short cruise on the coast, and an-
chored off the town. Captain Silliman
was on shore at the time; he had given
orders on leaving the vessel that the
muskets and pistols, which were sus-
pended in the cabin, should be ex-
amined and cleaned, There were about
35 persons in all on board; of this
number about 10 were on the quarter
deck and in the cabin; part of them
employed in cleaning the arms. Thus
situated, the dreadful explosion took
place; and in one instant the whole
quarter deck with all of those upon it,
were hurled into the air. Some of the
bodies were thrown nearly as high as
the mast head of the vessel; others
were driven through the cabin and
lodged upon the main deck. The whole
stern of the vessel was torn down to a
level with the water; the mainsail,
which had been hoisted to dry, was
torn to rags, and the fragments of
broken spars were scattered in all di-
rections. As soon as the accident had
happened, boats put off from the
wharves and from the vessels lying near
her, to the relief of the crew. An at-
tempt was immediately made to slip the
cables and run her into one of the
docks to prevent her from sinking, but
before this could be fully accomplished,
the fire in the cabin had communicated
to the mainsail and main-rigging, at
the same time the vessel was found to
be filling very fast. In this extremity,
tlie wounded men were hastened into
the boats alongside, and by the time
the persons on board could leave her,
she went down stern foremost, a few
yards from the head of Blake's wharf.
The bodies of three of the unfortunate
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sufferers were never seen; and happler
would It have been for some of those
who were brought on shore if they had
shared their fate, as they cannot, in all
human probability survive the dread-
ful wounds and bruises which they have
received.
Fire in Magazine

It has been found Impossible, after
the most diligent enquiries, to ascer-
tain the manner in which fire was coni-
municated to the magazine; the persons
immediately adjoining the cabin steps,
where the door opened from the cabin
to the magazine, were either entirely
destroyed, or so much maimed, as to be
unable, as yet, to give any account of
the immediate cause of the disaster.
That fire was communicated to the
powder in the magazine (and not to
a single cask, as by many at first sup-
posed) appears now reduced to a cer-
tainty. The first lieutenant had left the
vessel but a few minutes before the
accident took place, at which time the
magazine was locked, and the key left
in a drawer in the cabin. The gunner,
the only person on board who had any
business in the cabin, was on deck. It
has been said that fire was communi-
cated by the snapping of one of the
muslets, but that could not be the case,
unless the door of the magazine had
been opened.

We have heard it suggested that the
explosion couid never have been the
effect of accident; we trust, however
that these surmises will prove incor-
rest, and should the unfortunate men
now suffering from their wounds sur-
vive, we may yet have a satisfactory
account of the cause which has produced
g0 much public loss and private dis-
tress.

The following are the names of the
sufferers:

Missing — Thomas Feld, gunner's
mate; George Segur and one other
whose name is not ascertained.

Wounded — William Pritchard, gun-
ner; John McCoan, Benjamin Chart,
George Craft and William Hunter
(boy), most of them severely. Several
others were slightly wounded.

An attempt will be made this day
to raise the schooner.

“On October 4th, 1813, a British
privateer, known as the Dart, armed
with six 9-pound carronades and six
swivels, appeared off the harbor of
Newport, having in her company a ship,
a brig and a schooner, which she had
detained. For some time she had been

annoying the coast in the immediate
viclnity. The Revenue Cutter VIGI-
LANT, Capt. John Cahoone, sailed in
pursuit.”

Joseph Nicholson, U.
report as follows:

“Sir: I have the pleasure to inform
you of the capture of the British
privateer Dart, a sloop, by the Revenue
cutter VIGILANT of Newport. She ap-
peared off the harbor before sunset, the
captain of the Revenue cutter offering
his services to go out. I put on board
three sailing masters, and about 20
men. The Revanue cutter immediately
made sail, and laid aboard the Dart
and carried her by boarding. Her first
officer was killed. Two of our men
were wounded slightly. The prisoners
I send for your disposal.

“Very respectfully, your most obedient
and humble servant,

“JOSEPH NICHOLSON.”

Comdr. John Rodgers,
U. S. Frigate PRESIDENT.

“The Revenue Cutter MADISON cap-
tured the Snow. mounting six heavy
guns, with a quantity of small arms and
ammunition from London for Amelia
Island. She was sent into Savannah. Al-
so schooner Wade with $20,000 in specle
on board. The privateer brig Shamrock,
300 tons, 6 guns and 16 men was also
captured by the MADISON. The GAL-
LATIN with other prizes captured the
brig General Blake.”

On April 18th, 1814, “Officers and sea-
men of the Revenue Cutters of the
United States, who have been, or may be
wounded or disabled in the discharge of
their duties whilst co-operating with the
Navy, by order of the President of the
United States, shall be entitled to be
placed on the Navy pension list, at the
same rate of pension, and under the
same regulations and restrictions as are
now provided by law for the officers and
seamen of the Navy.”

The opportunities afforded Revenue
Cutters to cope successfully with enemy
were few, owing to the lightness of the
vessels and guns, but in every instance
where they were brought in contact with
the foe, they reflected credit on the
country, the Service to which they be-
longed and the character of American
seamen for gallantry and skill remained
without a blemish, so far as any act of
the Revenue Cutter Service was con-
cerned.

On August 14th, 1814, Collector Dear-
born advertiged as follows:

S. N., made a



Proposals

Will be received at the Custom House,
Boston, until the 17th inst. for supply-
ing the following rations to the Revenue
Cutter MASSACHUSETTS. The rations
to be delivered on board said Cutter,
once a month, and the contract to con-
tinue for three months.

H. A. S. DEARBORN,

Collector.

Sunday, 14 oz. of bread, 134 Ibs. beef, 1 gill
of spirits,

Monday, 14 oz. of bread, 1 lb. pork, 1 gill of
spirits.

Tuesday, 14 oz. of bread, 1% Ibs. beef, 1 gill
of spirits.

I ednesday, 14 oz. of bread, 1 Ib. pork, 1 gill
of spirits.

Thursday, 14 oz, of bread, 1% Ibs, beef, 1 gill
of spirits.

Friday, 14 oz. of bread, 1 Ib. beef, 1 gill of
spirits.

Saturday, 14 oz. of bread, 1 1b, pork, 1 gill of
spirits.

1 pound of tea to every 112 rations.

34 gallons of molasses to every 112 rations.
56 lbs. of potatoes for every 112 rations.

Y4 peck of peas or beans to every 112 rations.

April 10th, 1816, Captain Cahoone for-
warded to the Department the follow-
ing:

“Inventory of the United States Revenue Cut-
ter MASSACHUSETTS.

Length, 58 fcet, 6 inches, and ¥ inch.

Breadtn, 17 fuct, 9 inches.

Depth, 7 feet,

62 tons and 48/98 parts of a ton, and draw-
ing 10 feet of water.

Two masts, one bowsprit, one flving jib boom,
one mamhoom one main gaff, one fore Do. ne
squaresail \ard one lop<axl Do., one squaresail
boom, one main and one ifore topinast.

81

One mainsail, one lug foresail, one jib, one
flying jib, one topsail, one squarc:.axl.

One cable, 80 fathams. QOne Anchor.

One cable, 80 fathoms. One Anchor.

Two pumps with gear, and two iron standards.

One deck tackle, one boom guy, one boat —
feet, one Do. — feet, two rudders and two oars
for each. One jib stay, one flving jib stay.
Halliards, dowbauls, sheets and bauks for the
same. One pair of boncpm shrouds. Peak and
throat halliards for foresail. Brails and sheets
for Do. One pair fore vangs, with block and
mast hoops for the foresail. Squarcsaxl braces,
lifts, and footropes. Topsail halliards and sheets.
One pair main shrouds, one spring stav, one
main stay. Main Peak and Throat halliards,
and two Downhauls. One Main topping 1 ft.
One Capstan with _two bars for Do. Four
patent lights in the Main deck. One cabin tahle
and binnacle, Mast hoops and blocks for main-
sail, one Jackstay for squaresail. One cat block.

JOHN CAHOONE,
SAM’L R. TREVETT.”

The dimensions of the Newport Cut-
ter, same date, were as follows:

Length, 60 feet, 7 inches.
Breadth, 18 fect 9 inches.
Depth, 6 feet, 8 inches and !4 inch.

Burthen 65 tons and 30/98 parts of a ton, and
drawing 10 feet and a half of water.

Coppered and copper fastened.

This Cutter was a new one, and com-
manded by Captain S. R. Trevett, who
had received his promotion and commis-
sion July 8th, 1§14. From superior ac-
commodations, greater capacity for
stowing supplies, beauty of hull, with
speed and weatherly qualities, this ves-
sel had no rival in the Service, and it
was proposed at one time to sell the
Boston Cutter and replace her with
one modelled after the Newport Cutter.
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CHAPTER 1V.

POST WAR ACTIVITIES, 1816-1835.

The GALLATIN and Fort Johnson
have a novel engagement—The ALA-
BAMA captures a piratical schooner—
Slaves utilized aboard Revenue Cutters
—Captain Webster escorts the Marquis
de La Fayette—Captain Webster misses
a ten thousand dollar fee—List of Cut-
ters from 1789 to 1825—Stagnation in
Navy attracts officers to the Revenue
Cutter Service—Regulations governing
Naval officers entering the Marine Serv-
ice—Loss of the HAMILTON—Trouble
from allowing Naval officers to serve on
Cutters—List of vessels and their offi-
cer complements in 1832—The Naval
uniforms of 1812 and 1820 designated to
be worn—Shoulder straps adopted In
1838.

HE Charleston Courier, of August 2,

1817, gives the following account of
a decidedly novel engagement hetween
a fort and Revenue Cutter:

“Many hundrds of our citizens in
town and on Sullivan’s Island, witnessed
on Saturday last a smart canpoonading
between Fort Johnson, and the Revenue
Schooner GALLATIN.

“The GALLATIN, it appears, had
been out over the bar having on board a
number of ladies and gentlemen, friends
and guests of the Officers, who were en-
tertaining the company with a view of
‘Old Ocean.’ Late in the afternoon the
Cutter returned, with colors flying and
pennant streaming from the main truck,
the quarterdeck graced by the presence
of all ladies on board.

“Passing in close proximity to the
fort, the guests were suddenly startled
by the report of a heavy gun and the
whistling of a round shot above their
heads. This was done, it Is said, with
a view of bringing her to under the
quarantine regulations. The shot was
immediately returned by the GALLA-
TIN, and a smart fire was kept up be-
tween them until the Cutter passed
beyond range of the guns. The flag of
the Revenue Cutter has heretofore been
generally considerd as a sufficient evi-
dence of her character to allow her to
pass the Fort without molestation; but
a difference of opinion appears now to
prevail, which gave rise to the above
conflict. We do not learn that any in-
jury was sustained by the Fort or Reve-
nue Cutter on this occasion.”

In October, 1819, the Revenue Cutter
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ALABAMA, on her way to her station
off the mouth of the Mississippi, cap-
tured a piratical schooner of 2 guns and
25 men, fitted out at New Orleans, and
commanded by a fellow named LeFage.
The privateer had a prize in company
when sighted by the ALABAMA. The
Cutter rapidly overhauled the stranger,
who hauled by the wind and endeavored
to escape, but the Revenue Cutter was
soon within hailing distance ,and rang-
ing up on the schooner’s weather quar-
ter, whose deck was crowded with men.
The commanding officer hailed, demand-
ing her name, and where she was from.
A short delay ensued, and quite a com-
motion was visible amongst the men on
board the schooner. Without the slight-
est warning a fusilade of musketry was
directed upon the ALABAMA, the only
reply vouchsafed to the commander’s
enquiry. The crew of the ALABAMA
were at quarters, anxious and impatient
to engage the schooner. The ports were
thrown open and a rapid fire opened
upon the stranger and a smart action
ensued, which soon terminated in favor
of the ALABAMA. The Cutter had 4
men wounded, 2 of them dangerously,
but the pirate lost 6 men by the Cutter's
fire. The prize was recaptured and both
vessels brought into the Bayou of St.
John. Many outrages had been com-
mitted by this vessel—she had a com-
mission, in blank. signed, “Humburt,
Governor of Texas.”

A commission issued under the sig-
nature of James Monroe in December,
1817, read as follows, prirted on paper
in lieu of parchment:

“JAMES MOXNROE, PRESIDEXNT OF
THE UNITED STATES.
To All Who Shall See These Presents,

Greeting.

Kxow YE. That reposing special trust
and confidence in the Integrity, Dili-
gence and good conduct of
I Do Appoint him Second Mate of a
Cutter in the Service of the United
States, for the Protection of the Reve-
nue; and do authorize and empower him
to execute and fulfll the duties of that
office according to law; And to have
and to hold the said office, with all the
rights and emoluments thereunto legally
appertaining unto him the said
during the pleasure of the President of
the United States for the time being.
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
caused these Letters to be made Patent,
and the seal of the United States to be
hereunto affixed.

Given under my hand, at the City of
Washington, the Twelfth of December,

in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and seventeen, and of the
Independence of the United States of
America the Forty second.
By THE PRESIDENT,
JAMES MONROE.

LIST OF UNITED STATES REVENUE CUTTERS IN THE SERVICE
FROM 1790 TO 1825

Name

AR RER Ll b b e 54 e

ALABAJMA
ALERT
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BEE or BO\ P};RE .........................
COLLECTOR
COMMANDER BARRY
DALLAS, No.
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Rig Period of Service
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At this period in the history of the
Service, Officers were permitted to
utilze their slaves on board Revenue
Cutters, and they were shipped in the

capacity of stewards, cooks, and sea
men. This practice was abolished in
1843. The Rules and Regulations for

the Government of the United States
Revenue Marine, issued November 1st,
1843, under the head of “Enlistments,”
chapter IX, article 3rd, page 15, pro-
vides—*"nor is any slave ever to be en-
tered for the Service, or to form a com-
plement of any vessel of the Revenue
Marine of the United States.”

The officers, quarters, cabin, ward-
rcom, and state rooms were fitted up
and furnished at the expense of the offi-
cers. Crockery and culinary utensils
were also provided by the gentlemen at-
tached to the vessels.

Upon the occasion of the Marquis de
LaFayette’'s visit to Baltimore, Captain
John A. Webster of the Revenue Cutter
Service, was detailed to escort the dis-
tinguished guest, and at the review of
troops, which formed part of the pro-
gramme, Captain Webster's double car-
riage was used, with the owner in full
uniform, sitting side by side with the
Marquis.

In 1826, Captain Webster, in com-
mand of the ACTIVE, was sent to
Havana with important dispatches.

While there he was offered ten thousand
dollars to take some officials to another
port, under the protection of the United
States flag. He did not feel at liberty
to use a National vessel for this pur-
pose, and refused the offer. Subse-
quently, in making his report of the
cruise to the Department, he mentioned
the circumstances attending the case,
and was informd from Washington that
had he accepted the money and per-
formed the service, it would not have
been considered a fault,

The Navy, at this time, was in such a
condition as to afford but little hope for
advancement and promotion to the
junior officers. There were but few
ships, and it was a matter of impossibil-
ity for the Department to find active
employment for those who were ambi-
tious and active. It Is not strange that
the Revenue Cutter Service, with its
fleet, trim ecraft, well drilled crews,
effective batteries and military organi-
zation, should attract the attention of
officers in the Navy, anxious for service
—and sea pay.

The following regulations issued in
connection with a volume entitléd,
“Rules of the Navy Devartment, Regu.

35

lating the Civil Administration of the
Navy of the United Statrs,” by Levi
Woodbury will be found of interest:

“Chapter LXVIII
Revenue Scrvice

1. Officers of the Navy who may ac-
cept commissions in the Revenue Serv-
ice, are for the time being, subject to
the orders of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury.

2. Such officers will receive a fur-
lough from the Navy Department, and
will not be permitted to retire from the
service assigned by the Secretary of the
Treasury, but by his consent, or by
order of the Secretary of the Navy, and
will remain in furlough until ordered
into active service in the Navy (May
24th, 1830).

3. Such officers are permitted and
directed to retire from Revenue Service
after April, A. D. 1832

The Revenue Cutter RUSH, stationed
at New York in 1830 was officered as
follows:

Oscar Bullis, Lieutenant, U.S.N., Com-
manding.

John S. Glasson, Passed Midshipman,
U.S.N,, first lieutenant.

Stephen C. Rowan, Midshipman, sec-
ond lieutenant.

Francis Martin, third lieutenant.

Bullis and Glasson were retired as
Commanders and Rowan reached the
position of Vice Admiral of the United
States Navy.

The Secretary of the Treasury wrote
as follows to William A. Howard, U.S.
N., in 1830:

Treasury Department,
January 4th, 1830.
Sir:

A commission constituting you a cap-
tain in the Revenue Cutter Service has
been transmitted to the Collector of
Portland, to which place you will pro-
ceed, and after taking the Oath pre-
scribed by law before the Collector, you
will assume command of the cutter
DETECTOR.

The cutter is placed under the super-
intendence of the Collector of the dis-
trict of Portland. She will cruise in the
waters between Cape Elizabeth and
Penobscot Bay, in such place as the
Collector may, from time to time, in-
dicate to you, and to whose orders you
will conform.

For a knowledge of the duties of the
officers of the cutter you are referred
to the Act of Congress, March 2d, 1799,
and supplement of March 1st, 1838,
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The Act of February 18th, 1793, 2d of
March, 1819, and 7Tth of May, 1822, and
to the several Acts prohibiting the
Slave trade.

The crew of the cutter will consist of
six warrant officers, who will be ap-
pointed by the President. Four able sea-
men, of whom, one shall be a carpenter,
and one a pilot—a cook, a steward and
four boys. The seaman's wages will not
exceed $15 per month. The crews will
be shipped for one year, according to the
form of Artlcles herewith enclosed.

Until the receipt of a general Instruc-
tion, dated the 17th ult., and whlch may
be looked for in a few days, you will
conform to those under which your
predecessor has acted, which it is
presumed will be found on board the
cutter,

I am, sir, respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

S. D. INGHAMI,
Secretary of the Treasurv

William A. Howard, Esq.
Captain, Rev. Cutter Service.

One of the oldest and most distin-
guished officers of the Service in a let-
ter to the writer states:

“In the early history of the Service
promotions were not made by seniority,
but were obtained as best the applicant
could; the officers were not transferred
to other vessels or stations, and were
generally appointed by the captainsg of
the different vessels, and Collectors of
Customs, who nominated them for a
commigsion to the Secretary of the
Treasury, who could at any time cancel
their commissions.

“The captains furnished the rations
to the crew, kept the payrolls, and dis-
bursed all the accounts against the ves-
sels. It was discovered that this sys-
tem had been abused in many instances,
and in June, 1832, the Service being re-
organized on a better foundation, the
present method of payments and sup-
plies were adopted. Officers were given
to understand that they were subject to
be transferred to different vessels and
gstations. Although many continued for
years on one station through the in-
fluence of their friends. I received my
commission in 1832 and the button
worn at that time consisted of a design
of a key—supposed to be the key of the
Treasury, with the letters U.S. on either
side.”

The Revenue cutter McLANE when
finished in 1832 was ordered to Wash-
ington, and while at the Navy Yard

was vigited by many people, especially
members of Congress, and wasg admired
by all for her beauty, symmetry and
elegance of finish. Her armament was
four brass 9-pounders on elegant car-
riages, with small arms to correspond.
Other vessels were built of larger
dimensions, but the McLANE excelled
them all in beauty and sailing quali-
ties. She was the crack vessel of her
time. Subsequently many of them were
sold, some to Cubans, who used them
for slavers. The HAMILTON, one of
the class, was lost on Charleston Bar.
Officers and crew all drowned except
one seaman who lashed hlmself in a
boat, drifted to sea and was plicked up
by a steamer. She was commanded by
Capt. T. C. Rudolph, a Georgian, and
noted for his stubbornness. The vessel
had been ordered to sea, but bad
weather detained her. The collector be-
came impatient, Captain Rudolph be-
came angry and vowed he would “Go to
sea that night or go to h i

Capt. N. L. Coste, formerly of the
Revenue Cutter Service, writes the
author as follows on the subject of uni-
form:

“In my childhood (1819) the uniform
of lieutenants in the Cutter Service
consisted of a blue body or swallow tail
coat, rolling collar and doubled breasted.
A button on each cormer of the collar,
and six on each lappel with four in the
skirts. Epaulettes worn on either
shoulder according to rank. Buttons
stamped with the armorial bearings of
the United States, said to be the same
style of button as worn by the staff offi-
cers of the Army.”

Much trouble and controversy was the
result of allowing naval officers to
hold commissions in the Revenue
Cutter Service. The duties were dis-
tasteful, they disliked the authority
vested in the Collectors, and could not
digcharge effectively the requirements
expected of the Service. They wore their
own uniforms, were exclusive, affected
a disregard for orders emanating from
civilian officials, and in fact did not as-
similate with the Service. In conse-
quence the following order was issued.

CIRCULAR

To Officers in the Revenue Cutter Service

Treasury Department,

January 17th, 1832.
Experience having shown that the
employment of officers of the Navy in
the revenue cutter service is liable to
objection, it i3 deemed proper to discon-




tinue the practice, and, In future to keep
the two services separate and distinct.

In pursuance of this arrangement, and
with the approbation of the Secretary
of the Navy, all officers of the Navy now
employed in the revenue cutter service,
will cease to be so employed after the
30th of April next. And the President
has directed that the commissions now
held by such officers in the cutter serv-
fce be revoked—the revocation to take
effect after that day.

With a view to greater efliciency in
the cutter service in future, vacancies
will be filled by promotion from among
the officers in that service, when that
shall be found preferable to other ap-
pointments, having regards to fitness as
well as seniority.

Lotis McLANE,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Naval officers serving in Revenue Cut-
ters were now compelled to choose be-
tween the two branches of the service,
and a number resigned from the Navy.
Amongst those who formerly were con-
nected with that branch of the service
and accepted commissions in the Rev-
enue Marine, were:

G. A. O'Brien, Midshipman.
Henry D. Hunter, Midshipman.
W. W, Polk, Midshipman.
Daniel Dobin, Sailing Master,
W. A. Howard, Midshipman,
F. Green, Lieut,, Marine Corps.
T. M. Randolph, Midshipman.
C. B. Childs, Midshipman.

L. C. Harby, Midsbipman.
Thomas Sands, Midshipman.
John Little, Midshipman.

W. Russell, Midshipman.

S. C. F. Fatis, Midshipman.

At this time (1832) the officers num-
bered 92, and vessels 18, distributed as
follows:

Pasamaquogldy Station, Cutter SWIFTSURE
Name Rank

W. A. Howard Captain

Uriah Coolidge 1st Lieut.

John Whitcomb 2nd Lieut.

Joseph Noyes
Uriah Coolidge, Jr.

Portamouth Station,

Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer

Cutter PORTSMOUTH

Thos. M. Shaw Captain

Caleb Currier 1st Lieut,

Moses Darnell 2nd Lieut.

George Morrill Warrant Officer
Portland Station, Cutter MORRIS

Henry D. Hunter Captain

Green Walden 1st Lieut.

W. H. Mills 2nd Lieut.

Lemmuel Bryant Warrant Officer

George Hays Warrant Officer

Robert Greeneough Warrant Officer
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Boston Station, Cutter HAMILTON

Richard Derby
Lewis Girdley

enn Townsend
Saml. P. Scott
Thos. Stoddart

Captain

1st Lieut.

2nd Lieut.

2nd Lieut.
Warrant Officer

New Haven Station, Cutter WOLCOTT

Andrew Mather
Daniel P. Augur
H, A. Tracy
W. B. Taber

Captain

1st Lieut.

2nd Lieut.
Warrant Officer

Newport Station, Cutter VIGILANT

John Cahoone
Thos. Hudson
Stephen Thatcher
Stephen Cornell
Jobn G. Munn
Peter Stover
James Thompson

Captain

1st Lieut.

2nd Lieut.
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer

New York Station, Cutter ALERT

Chas. H. Bell

! . Rowan

G. A. O'Brien
John Taylor

John Little

A. P. Brittingham
Egbert Van Buren
Robert Boyd

New York Station,

Oscar Bullus
John J. Glasson
Stephen C. Rowan
Jos. A. Bender
John Egbert

Captain

1st Lieut.

2nd Lieut.
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer

Cutter RUSH

Captain

1st Lieut.

2nd Licut.
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer

Delaware Station, Cutter GALLATIN

W. N. Polk

Enos Schillinger
Josiah March
George Berriman
Arnold Burrough
Chas. Groover
}ohn H. Maulsby
ames B. Rodgers
John McGowan
Joseph D. C. Binder

Captain

1st Lieut.

2nd Lieut.
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer

Baltimore Station, Cutter CAMPBELL

Nicholas Bicker
John Besse
W. M. A. Moore

Captain
1st Lieut.
2nd Lieut.

New Bern Station, Cutter DALLAS

F. Green
T. C. Rudolph
Richard Evans

Cap(aip
1st Lieut.
2nd Lieut.

Norfolk Station, Cutter CRAWFORD

John A. Webster
Ezekiel Jones
Robert Wilson
Beverly Diggs
Thos. Sangs
William Maurice
Chas. Clarke
Peter Gerahty

J. M. Stannard

Captain

1st Lieut.

2nd Lieut.
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer

Norfolk Station, Cutter DEXTER

W. Condy
Thos. Eveleth
Phil Gatewood
John Walker
George Wilson
W, Young

Captain

Ist Lieut.

2nd Lieut,
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer

Charleston and Key West, Cutter MARION

John Jackson
Robert Day
N. L. Coste

Captain
1st Lieut.
2nd Lieut.
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Mobile Station, Cutter ALABAMA

Winslow Foster Captain
L. C. Harby 1st Lieut.
W. B. \Whitehead 2nd Lieut.

Mobile and Key West, Cutter PULASKI

William Olmstead Captain
Thos., M. Randolph 1st Lieut.
H. B. Nones 2nd Lieut,

New Orleans Station, Cutter INGHAM
James Nicholson Captain

C. B. Childs 1st Lieut.
John Martin 2nd Lieut,
Lake Erie Station, Cutter BENJ. RUSH
Daniel Dobbin Captain
Michael Connor 1st Lieut.
Not on Duty
William Gatewood Captain
Joseph Gould 1st Lieut.
Joha C. Carter 2nd Lieut.

The Service no longer recognized the
titles of masters and mates, and were
ignored and dropped by the Department,
and commissions containing the speci-
fled rank of First, Second and Third
Lieutenants were issued.

The naval uniform of 1812 and 20 was
designated by the Department as fol-
lows:

Captains of Five Years' Standing, Full
dress Coat. Blue cloth, broad lapels, and
white lining; standing collar, trimmed
with gold lace around the collar, de-
scending around the lapels to the bot-
tom of the coat, the upper part of the
cuffs, around the pocket flaps, and
around the edges of the same, a single
lace around every button hole; the width
of the lace on all parts of the coat, ex-
cepting button holes, not to be more
than three-fourths, nor less than five-
eighths of an inch; on button holes to
be one half the width of that on other
parts of coat.

The buttons to be one on each side of
the standing collar, nine on each of the
lapels, four on each of the pocket flaps,
and four on each of the cuffs, two over
the skirts of the coat, two on each fold
between the hip buttons, and the end of
the skirt, and one on each end of the
skirt. On the lapels there are to be open
lace button holes, on the collar, cuffs and
pocket flaps, there are to be blank lace
button holes; over each of the two but-
tons over the skirt of the coat there is
to be a triangle of lace, and one triangle
between the two, so that there will be
three triangles, the folds of the skirts
are also to be laced.

Epaulets. Two gold epaulets, with two
silver anchors crossed on each other.

Pantaloons and Vest, White, Vest
single breasted, nine buttons, and four
buttons on and four under each of the

pocket flaps. When In full dress to
wear half boots, cut and thrust swords,
with yellow mountings, gold laced
cocked hats, the lace not to show more
than one and a quarter inches on each
side.

Undress. Same as full dress, except-
ing the gold lace, white lining and
standing collar.

Captains under Five years’ Standing.
Same as Captains of five years' standing
excepting the anchors on the epaulets.

Masters Commandant. Full dress Coat.
Blue cloth with broad lapels, and lining
of the same, standing collar, trimmed
with gold lace as follows: around the
standing collar, descending around the
lapels to the bottom of the coat, the up-
per part of the cuffs, around the pocket
flaps, and down the folds with one single
lace; four buttons on each of the cuffs,
and four on each of the pocket flaps,
nine on each of the lapels, and one on
the standing collar. Two plain gold
epaulets.

Pantaloons and Vest, white. Vest
single breasted, nine buttons, four but-
tons under each pocket flap, buttons
same as those on coat, but smaller.

Undress. Same as full dress, except-
ing lace and standing collar.

Lieutenants, Commandant, and First
Lieutenants of the Line of Bat-
tle Ships. Full Drcess.

Coat. Same as the Masters Comman-
dant. One plain gold epaulet on right
shoulder. Pantaloons and Vest, same as
the Master Commandant, excepting that
they are to have only three buttons un-
der each pocket flap.

Undress. Same as full dress, except-
ing the lace and standing collar.

Lieutenants, Dress and Undress

Same as Lieutenants Commandant,
only that they are to wear the epaulet
on the left shoulder. (Lieutenants of

five years’ standing shall wear the
epaulet on the right shoulder).
Masters Commandant, Lieutenants

Commandant, First Lieutenants of Line
of Battle ships and Lieutenants, when
in full dress are to wear half boots, cut
and thrust swords with yellow mount-
ings, and gold laced eocked hats, the
lace not to show more than one and a
quarter inch on each side.

Midshipmen. Full Dress
Coat. Blue cloth, lining of the same,
lapels to be short, with six buttons,
standing collar, with a diamond formed



of gold lace on each side, not exceeding
two inches square; no buttons on cuffs
or pockets. When in full dress to wear
plain cocked hats, half boots, and cut
and thrust swords, with yellow mount-
ings.

Pantaloons and Vest, white, the same
as Lieutenants, excepting the buttons
on pocket flaps.

Undress. A short coat, rolling cape,
with a button on each side.

Masters Mates. Same as Midshipmen,
with an addition of three buttons on each
of the cuffs.

Boatswains, Gunners, Carpenters and
Sailmakers, short blue coats with eight
buttons on each lapel, wearing cape, blue
pantaloons, white and round hats with
cockades, no side arms.

All other officers, permitted to wear
blue pantaloons, round hats, and dirks,
in undress.

That the uniform of Captains in the
Revenue Cutter Service resembled close-
ly the one prescribed for master com-
mandants, there can be but little doubt,
and the uniforms of Lieutenants were
also modeled after the mnaval regula-
tions.

In 1830, John Branch, Secretary of
the Navy, changed the above uniform
substituting gold embroidery for lace;
white breeches with small Navy buttons
and gold knee buckles white silk stock-
ings and low shoes. Previous to these
regulations the buttons of the several
grades differed in styles of devices, but
this was changed, and all officers or-
dered to wear button known as No. 1.

The uniform of the Marines for many
years and up to 1839 was a green coat
with white or buff facings, an undress
frock coat of the same color, sword with
white ivory cross hilt and brass scab-
bard, and white leather belts. In 1839
this style was changed to blue with red
facings. )

Admiral Preble is authority for stat-
ing “Previous to 1830, and I believe
some little time after, the sailors wore
red waistcoats when in their mustering
suites. A neat pair of stockings and
light pumps completed his full dress
costume. The sailor's uniform in 1835-
39 was a blue cloth jacket and trousers
and a white shirt, with a large blue
namkeen collar and front, trimmed with
rows of white tape.

The Secretary of the Treasury also
emulated the example set by his worthy
colleague, and issued an order that the
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officers of the Revenue Cutter Service
should provide themselves with—
Captain

Blue dress coats, rolling collar, nine
buttons on each lapel, four on each cuff,
four on each pocket flap and four on
skirts. All seams of coat to be piped
with yellow cord..

Two plain gold epaulets.

Trousers blue to be worn outside of
boots. Vest blue or white with four
buttons on each pocket flap. Hat, pat-
tern known as ‘‘Stove pipe,” ornamented
on left side with a black cockade with
brass buttons in center.

First Lieulenants

The same omitting one button on cuff
and pocket flaps, and wearing one
epaulet on right shoulder.

Second Lieutenants

The same omitting one button on cuffs
and pocket flap, and wearing epaulet on
left shoulder.

Third Liculenants

The same, omitting one button on
cuffs and pocket flaps, and no epaulet.

Allusions have been made to two
styles of buttons worn in the Revenue
Cutter Service between the years 1819-
32. An officer who entered the service
fifty years ago, states that the design
“was a handsome eagle pattern, with a
shield under one wing.” Regarding uni-
form he continues, ‘“The sloop-of-wr
NATCHEZ, Commodore Jessie D. Elliott,
was ordered to Charleston, S. C., dur-
ing the nullification excitement. A ball
was given to the officers, at which Cap-
tain Willlam A. Howard, U. S. Revenue
Cutter Service appeared in the uniform
of a Post captain of the Navy. This
gave offence to the commodore who re-
ported the facts to Secretary of the
Navy Woodbury, and a change in the
Revenue Cutter uniform soon followed
by omitting the yellow pipings on the
seams.”

Another senior officer of the service
gives the following version of the af-
fair.

“Late in 1834, the United States Frig-
ate POTOMAC, Commodore Downs, ar-
rived in Boston from a cruise in the
East Indies, where she had, on the coast
of Sumatra, bombarded and set fire to a

town, the inhabitants of which had
plundered and destroyed the ship
FRIENDSHIP of Salem. A ball was

given to Commodore Downes and his
officers at Boston, at which Captain Wil-
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liam A. Howard of the Revenue Cutter
Service appeared in full dress. Thls
gave offence to the Commodore and his
officers, and a complaint was made at
Washington that officers of the Revenue
Cutters could not be distinguished by
their dress from officers of the day.”

Secretary Woodbury received the
Treasury Portfolio in 1834 and early in
the summer of 1834, he ordered Cap-
tains Howard, Polk nd Hunter to Wash-
ington informing them to either give up
the custom of wearing spaulets, or to se-
lect another uniform of another color.
The captains were unanimous in their
determination to retain the old time-
honored badge of thelr rank, and chose
grey cloth for the uniform of the Serv-
ice, trimmed with black braid.

Of course, this came from the Secre-
tary's predilections for the branch of
the Service over whose interest he had
fermerly presided. The change caused
much delight to the Navy officers and
stirred up a corresponding degree of op-
position and disgust amongst the offi-
cers of the Revenue Cutter Service, very
few of whom were willing to adopt it,
and only did so upon compulsion.

The celebrated grey uniform was is-
sved under orders of July 21st, 1834,
and was as follows:

Captain's Dress—Dark grey cloth coat,
rolling collar, double breasted, lined with
black silk, nine buttons on each lapel,
and one on each side of collar; four but-
tons on the cuffs, four on the pocket
flaps, one on each hip, two on middle
of the shirt fold, and one at the extrem-
ity of the skirts; a strip of black braid
one inch wide to be worn around the
sleeves, above the cuffs, two gold
epaulets, plain cocked hat, small sword,
black leather belt, and gilt mountings;
black silk cravat, buff vest, nine buttons
and four under pocket flaps. Dark grey
or white pantaloons, to have strip of
black braid, one inch in breadth on the
ounter seam.

Undress—Dark grey single-breasted
coat, standing braided collar, nine but-
tons in front and four on each cuff.

First Lieutenant’'s Dress—Same as cap-
tains, omitting one button on cuff, and
one on each pocket flap, also omission
of epaulet on left shoulder.

Undress—Same as captain’'s wlth same
exceptions.

Second Lieutenant’s Dress—Dress and
undress same as first lieutenants, except
the epaulet to be worn on left shoulder.

Phird Lieutenant's Dress—Same as

second lieutenants, with omission of
braid on coat.

Admiral Preble states “Buttons for
cuffs ornaments were said to have orig-
inated in the whim of some old com-
modore to keep the youngsters from
rubbing thelr sleeves across their noses.
If so, the habit must have continued
to later life, for we find in old uniforms
the sleeves of officers of all ranks so
ornamented; and as the captains had
four buttons of large size on their cuffs,
they must have been more addicted to
the habit than the youngsters.”

On January 15, 1836, Secretary lssued
the following dlrections concerning
uniform: .

Captain’s Dress—DBlue cloth coat with
rolling collar, double-breasted, lined with
black silk; nine buttons on each lapel;
four buttons on the cuffs, four on the
pocket flaps, one on each hip, two on the
middle of the skirt fold, and one at the
extremity of the skirt; a strip of black
braid, one inch wide, to be worn around
the sleeve immediately above the cuff;
two plain gold epaulets; cocked hat, with
gold tassels, and four rows of gold but-
tons diagonally from top to bottom, with
rosette on left side; small sword, of pat-
tern furnished by “Ames,” Springfield,
with black glazed leather belt, and gilt
mountings; left clasp of pattern fur-
nished by Owen, Evans and Co., Wash-
ington City, center plece same device as
the button, and the outside rim plain
burnished gold; black silk cravat or
stock; buff vest, single-breasted, wlth
nine buttons in front, and four under
pocket flaps; blue or white pantaloons,
blue pantaloons to have a strip of black
braid, one inch in breadth, on the outer
seams, extending from the hip to the
bottom; short boots, worn under panta-
loons, or shoes, with stockings to cor-
loons as the officer may elect.

Undress—Blue cloth frock coat, with
standing braided collar, single-breasted,
with nine buttons in front, and four on
each cuff. Navy “Regulation” cloth cap,
with two gold bands half-inch wide;
gilazed cover in bad weather.

First Lieutenant’'s Dress—Same as
captain’s with the exception of one but-
ton less on each cuff, and one less on
each pocket flap; and also with the omis-
sion of epaulet on left shoulder.

Undress—The same as captain’s, with
the same exceptions.

Second Lieutenant's Dress—Dress and
undress same as first lieutenant’s with
the exception that the epaulet is to be
worn on the left shoulder.



Third Liecutenant’s Dress and Un-
dress—Same as second lieutenant’s with
the omission of braid on coat.

The button established for the Service
will be impressed with the shield of the
Treasury Arms, surmounted by a foul
anchor, according to a pattern furnished
from the Mann factory of L. Kendrick.

Warrant Officers—Blue cloth coat or
jacket, with nine revenue buttons on
lapels, three under pocket flap, and on
each cuff; white or blue pantaloons, ac-
cording to the season.

Seamen—DBlue cloth jacket, nine reve-
nue buttons on lapels, white frock col-
lar and facings of blue, with a star work-
ed on each side of collar, and two on
cach side of breast, white or blue trou-
sers, according to the season, with blue
belt.
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Admiral Preble states, ‘“Midship-
men were about the same time (1838)
allowed to wear a gold band, which be-
ing a new thing they sported freely,
and caused a newspaper to remark
‘never had been seen so much hair and
gold lace in the streets of Boston.'”

Shoulder straps were not particularly
described, and therefore, according to an
officer’s fancy, were embroidered around
the edges, or with vak leaves, or were a
simple strip of gold lace; and were gen-
erally used over the sirap of the epaulet
to confine it down when one was worn.”

Shoulder straps were adopted in the
Revenue Cutter Service in 1838. The
writer has a picture of Captain Josiah
Sturgis, U. S. Revenue Cutter Service,
in the undress uniform, described above,
with shoulder straps of gold lace on
each shoulder.



CHAPTER V.

NULLIFICATION

EXCITEMENT—IIOSTILITIES WITH THE SEMINOLES—ADVERSE COMMITTEE

REPORTS AGAINST TIIE SERVICE, 1835-1840

Cutter at Charleston—Hostilities with
Seminole Indians—Compensation of offi-
cers increased, 1836—Cruising orders to
the JACKSON—Petitions to Congress by
Ezekiel Jones—Commendatory letters
received by him—The WOODBERRY
transferred to Navy acts as packet be-
tween New Orleans and Mexican ports—
Captain Josiah Sturgis of the HAMIL-
TON visits Yarmouth—The Francis Life
boat—The Schooner Campbell, former
Revenue Cutter becomes a slaver and is
captured by British—A steam propelled
Revenue Cutter is projected—Employ-
ment of Pilots—Revenue Cutter service
to lighthouses discontinued—Committee
on Commerce against maintaining Rev-
enue Marine Service,

URING the nullification excitement

several Revenue Cutters were de-
tailed for duty in Charleston harbor to
defend the interests of the United States,
and the Custom house was established
at Castle Pinckney. On the arrival of a
ship from Havana, loaded with sugar,
she was boarded by a lieutenant from
the cutter ALERT, and compelled to
anclior under the guns of the cutter and
Fort Moultrie, the sugar was discharged,
stored in the fort, and kept there until
the duties were paid.

In 1836 hostilities were commenced
in Florida by the Seminoles. Major
Dade’s command at Fort Brook was or-
dered to the assistance of the Indian
agent. On the march the force was am-
bushed, and every man massacred, ex-
cept one, and Fort Brook was in great
danger.

The United States Revenue Cutter
WASHINGTON from Key West arrived
in time to land guns and men, and guard
the passage to the river. The Indians,
finding through their scouts that ample
preparations had been made for their re-
ception, wisely aveided making an at-
tack.

A fleet of Revenue Cutters continued
to perform active duty for two and a
half years, which was very irksome to
officers and men, chasing invisible sav-
ages in the everglades and swamps. All
hands were rewarded by the grant of a
quarter section of land.

The compensation of the officers was
increased by the Act of July 2, 1836, as
follows:

To captains, $1,200 per annum; to first
lleutenants, $960 per annum; to second
lieutenants, $860 per annum; to third
lieutenants, $790 per annum.

Pllots, engineers, boatswains, gunners,
and carpenters held their appointment
vnder warrants issued by the head of the
Treasury Department.

In order to estabilsh uniformity in
the force employed on board Revenue
Cutters, as weil as equality, ir the com-
pensation allowed the petty officers and
crews the following rates were estab-
llshed:

One able-bodied seaman to every five
tons admeasurement, includlng a boats-
wain, a gunner, and a carpenter. A cabin
and ward room steward and one cook
were also authorized. Two boys were
considered equivalent to one seaman.
The compensation to a boatswain, gun-
ner and carpenter was twenty dollars per
month. Cook and stewards, eighteen dol-
lars, seamen sixteen dollars, and boys
six to ten dollars per month. Pilots re-
ceived fifty dollars, and one navy ration
per diem. Cummuted rations were al-
lowed for servants, etc.,, at the rate of
twenty-five cents per day.

Captains when detailed for shore duty,
received twenty-four dollars per month
commutation for quarters and fuel, and
for the pay and rations of a servant act-
ing as a steward, at the rate of fifteen
dollars per month, The other commis-
sioned officers received twelve dollars
for quarters and fuel, and five dollars
for a servant, Ten cents per mile was
allowed for traveling expenses, and many
articles for cabin and ward room were
furnished by the Department.

To replace articles of cabin and ward
room furniture worn out and expended,
twenty-five dollars per annum was al-
lowed for the cabin and a like sum for
the ward room.

Anything beyond that amount was pro-
cured at the expense of the officers.

To encourage habits of temperance
amongst the seamen, the spirit ration
was discontinued, and three cents al-
lowed in lieu, which was paid at the
end of each month.

Inventories were made out
month of January of each year.

In 1836 the Revenue Cutter JACKSON
was detailed to cruise on the Coast,

in the
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with special orders “to ald persons at
sea, in distress, who may be taken on
board and carried to the most conven-
ient port.” They were also instructed
to assist in the preservation of property
found on board of wrecked vessels, and
to secure the cargoes for the benefit of
their owners, and shall be entitled to
receive such salvage as may be awarded
by proper authority.*

The JACKSON was officered as fol-
lJows: Henry D. Hunter, Captain; N. L.
Coste, 1st Lieut.; Thomas Sands, 2nd
Lieut.; Senior 3rd Lieut.,, Richard
Powell; Jr, 3rd Lieut,, John W. Hunter.

On December 22d, 1837, the President
authorized the Secretary of the Treasury
“to cause any suitable member of pub-
lic vessels, adapted to the purpose, to
cruise upon the coast, in the severe por-
tion of the season, and to afford aid to
distressed navigation.” From that date
this onerous duty has been yearly dis-
charged by the Revenue Cutter Service,
and forms the hrightest and most dis-
tinguished feature connected with the
corps. The number of lives saved each
winter are numerous, and not only sea-
men, but men, women and children, who
through the efforts of officers and men of
the Revenue Cutters have been snatched
from the sinking wreck, unite in
their prayers and praises, a grateful
word for those who so faithfully keep
watch and ward along the rock-bound
coast, swept by fierce gales and lashed
by the death dealing breakers.

Petition to Congress

The following petition appears in the
20th Congress, January 16th, 1829:

“That by the act of Congress, ap-
proved May 11th, 1820, there was grant-
ed to Angus O. Frazier and others, who
at the time of the seizure of the British
vessel ARDENT in 1811, were officers
of the Cutter LOUISIANA, the sum of
$5,239.62, to be distributed amongst
those entitled to receive it by the act of
April 18th, 1806.

By the duplicate pay roll of the cut-
ter, signed by Captain Frazier, it ap-
pears that Philip A. Bush was first lieu-
tenant and George Smith, the second
licutenant of the cutter.

Captain Frazier received $2,278.09 and
Philip A. Bush $1,594.67, and the residue
was carried to the surplus fund.

On behalf of the petitioner, it is al-
leged that Captain Frazier was the only

* Rules and Regulations for the Government
of the United States Revenue Marine, 1843,
page 17.
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commissioned officer on board the cut-
ter at the time of the selzure. It ap-
pears that Captain Frazier, also assert-
ed this position and claimed the whole
money. But as he has, under his hand,
stated in the pay roll that Bush and
Smith were lieutenants, it cannot be
alleged in his bebalf, that they were not
such officers, and fhe committee recom-
mended the following resolution:

Resolved. That the prayer of the pe-
titioner ought not to be granted.

Ezekiel Jones petitioned Congress Jan-
uary 27th, 1838: “That in obedience to
orders from the President of the United
States under date of January 6th, 1836,
he being then in command of the United
States Revenue Cutter WASHINGTON,
sailed for Tampa Bay and served in con-
junction with the Navy of the United
States, until the 9th of July, 1836; that
as he was acting with the Naval force,
and was In fact a part of it, and sub-
ject to all the increased expenses of an
officer in the Navy in like command,
and baving faithfully discharged all his
duties, he believes himself honestly en-
titled to the pay of an officer of like rank
in the Navy, and he prays that the same
may he allowed him.

In 1799

By the act of 25th February, 1799, en-
titled “An act for the augmentation of
the Navy,” the President was authorized
to place on the naval establishment, and
employ accordingly, any of the revenue
cutters which had been increased in
force—and to allow and officers and
crews of such vessels, at his discretion,
the pay, subsistence, and advantages,
proportionably to the rates of such ves-
sels, ete., ete. The service is that to
which the compensation has reference,
and not the rank of the officer by which
it is rendered. This view of the subject
is fully sustained by the spirit of the
act of the 3d March, 1835, to regulate
the pay of the Navy, in which it is de-
clared that “Officers temporarily per-
forming the duties belonging to a higher
grade, shall receive the compensation
allowed to such higher grade, while
actually so employed.

It appears that the petitioner, while
serving in conjunction with the naval
force in the manner stated, rendered
essential service to the country, and
performed all the duties assigned him
with great fidelity and abillty, for which
he deserved and received the highest
commendations of his superior in com-
mand.
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The committee are therefore of opin-
ion that the petitioner is justly entitled
to the same pay to which an officer of
like grade in the Navy would be entitled
for like service, and therefore report a
bill.

Publle No. 170

An Act for the relief of Captain
Ezekiel Jones of the U. S. Revenue Serv-
ice.

Be it enacted, etc.—That the proper
accounting officers of the Treasury be,
and they are hereby authorized to allow
Ezekiel Jones for his services as Com-
mander of the U. S. Revenue Cutter
WASHINGTON, while acting in con-
junction with the Navy of the United
States, in eighteen hundred and thirty-
six, the same aniount of pay as a lieu-
tenant in the Navy would be entitled to
receive for like services.

Approved March 3d, 1839.

Captain Jones' orders read as follows:

Treasury Department, Jan. 6th, 1836.
Sir: By the direction of the President,
the revenue cutter WASHINGTON, un-
der your command, is placed under the
orders of the Secretary of the Navy. Ac-
cordingly, until otherwise directed, you
will obey such orders as you may receive

from the Navy Department.
Respectfully, sir, your obedient serv-

ant.

Levi Woodbury, Sec. of the Treas.

To the Officer-in-command—Revenue
Cutter WASHINGTON.
Fort Brooks, Florida,
February 4th, 1836.

Despatch from QGovernor Eaton
Sir:

In a despatch from Gov. Eaton, of the
20th ultlmo, he expresses a wish that
you should make a reconnaissance of
Charlotte harbour, etc. Allow me, as
Commandant of thls Fort, to add to the
weight of his excellency’s instructions of
the expediency of which our joint opin-
ions have for several days tended. The
United States ship VANDALIA will af-
ford perfect security to the United
States interests here; and a speedy re-
port of your operations will no doubt be
very acceptable to the Governor, whose
junction with this command may be soon
expected.

I take this occasion to express the
sense of obligation your liberal and
prompt conduct has excited. Your early
supply of part of your armament, and

other effective co-operations, I am well
pleased to acknowledge.
I have the honor to be, Your obedient
servant, F. X. Belton,
Captain, Act’gz. Commander,

To:
Capt. E. Jones,
Revenue Cutter WASHINGTON.
U. S. Ship CONCORD,
Off Passage Island,
Tampa Bay, June 26th, 1336.

Dear Sir:

I avail myself of your departure for
Pensacola, to express to you the pleasure
I feel in the assurance that the revenue
cutter under your command has been
very useful in sustaining the interests
of our country during the period you
have been placed under my directions.

The promptness with which you have
executed every order, for the last three
months, whilst co-operating with this
vessel, in protecting the inhabitants of
Florida, and in the various expeditions
against the hostile Indians, deserves my
approbation and entitles you to my con-
fidence and esteem.

Wishing you all success in your career,
I remain, dear sir, very respectfully,
your obedlent servant.

M. P. Mix, Commander.

To Captain E. Jones, Commanding,
U. S. Revenue Cutter WASHINGTON,
Tampa Bay.
United States Ship VANDALIA,
Tampa Bay, April 28th, 1836.

Dear Sir:

Previous to my departure for Pensa-
cola, I take pleasure in assuring you,
the services of the revenue cutter under
your command have been of essential
benefit to the interests of our country
in co-operating with this ship and the
army of Florida, in their operations
against the Seminole Indians.

The promptness with which you have
executed every duty that I have required
of you merits my highest approbation
and entitles you to my confidence and
esteem.

I have the honor, dear sir, to be, re-
spectfully, your obedient servant.

Thos. T. Webb.

To Captain E. Jones, Commander

of the U. S. Revenue Cutter

WASHINGTON, Tampa Bay.

In 1839, a Philadelphia paper states,
“The Revenue Cutter GALLATIN, Cap-
tain Jones, anchored off the Philadelphia
Navy Yard on Friday afternoon, and



fired a salute of thirteen guns which was
returned from the yard. She is to be
repalired, etc. . . .”

On The Campbell

The Revenue Cutter CAMPBELL,
commanded by Lieut. N. L. Coste, was
also operating on the Florida coast, dur-
ing the Seminole War, under the direc-
tion of John T. McLaughlin, Lt. Comdt.,
U.S.N. But the vessel was so far decayed
as to be of but little use. She was an-
chored inside the reefs, and with her
armed boats, was employed to the best
advantage. The boats were used as
pickets and patrolled the coast with be-
coming vigilance. The WOODBURY
was detached from the Revenue Cutter
Service, and transferred to the Navy De-
partment., John S. Nicholas, Lt. Comdt,,
taking command, and sailed for New
Orleans, and the Mexican Coast. She
conveyed Colonel B. &£ Bu, Minlister
from Texas to Mexico. She continued as
a Government packet between New Or-
leans and the Mexican ports of the Gulf
of Mexico, during the hostilitles between
Mexico and France. She was eventually
turned over to the Revenue Cutter Serv-
ice, and manned by her old set of of-
ficers.

In 1839, the Secretary of the Treasury
ordered the Revenue Cutter HAMIL-
TOXN, Captain Sturgis, to proceed to the
British Provinces and ascertain the
causes leading to the selzure of Ameri-
can fishing vessels, for alleged encroach-
ments upon British ground, and to re-
port facts to the Department. The Bos-
ton Times contains the following account
of the manner in which Captain Sturgis
acquitted himself in his new and novel
duties.

“Our friend, the commander of the U.
S. Revenue Cutter HAMILTON, acquired
much applause during his trip to New
Brunswick. The Yarmouth paper, after
bestowing many compliments upon his
civil and intelligent manner of negotia-
tions in the business of the fishing ves-
gels, has the following account: On Mon-
day last a large party of ladies and
gentlemen were Invited on board the U.
S. Cutter HAMILTON, lying in our
channel, but owing to the wind being
very high, many were deterred from at-
tempting to go. Between twenty and
thirty, however, were taken off in the
life boat, belonging to the cutter, and
arriving on board, were received by Cap-
tain Sturgis and officers, in uniform.
The band composed of seamen playing
the most enlivening alrs, among them
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“God Save the Queen.” After examining
every part of the vessel, which exhibited
much neatness, elegance, and conven-
fence of arrangement, the party returned
to the cabin, where the table was well
supplied with choice wines, and where
a beautiful portrait of Queen Victoria
occupied a conspicuous place. The
healths of the President of the United
States—of Queen Victoria, and of Cap-
tain Sturgis and his fine crew were
cordially drank, and the party returned
on shore delighted with their visit, and
particularly with the handsome treat-
ment of Captain Sturgls.

The HAMILTON is the first American
government vessel that ever visited this
port.” The HAMILTON on arrival at
Yarmouth received a salute of 22 guns
which was returned.

The 0ld Hamilton

During the cruise, and while in the
Bay of Fundy, the HAMILTON shipped
a heavy sea, which carried away the life
boat. On her return down the bay, the
boat was recovered, and it was found
that she had not lost an oar or a single
article belonging to her. The plug in
the bottom of the boat had been taken
out previous to the accident, but when
recovered there was but little water in
her, and she was riding the waves In
a noble and buoyant manner.

The inventor was the celebrated* Fran-
cis who also originated the well known
life car so extensively used in the Life
Saving Service. Like thousands of other
inventors the fruit of his braln failed
to bring him the reward he so richly
deserved, and others reaped the benefit
of his genius. This is what Francis
claims. Captain Sturgis thus speaks of
the Invention.

This is to certify, that in the month of
July, 1839, I was requested to go down
to Nantasket Roads (Boston Harbor)
to quell 2 mutiny on board the brig AR-
GALI In thls I succeeded. I went down
in my life boat, bullt by Mr. Francis, of
New York; had six oars and two setters
in the stern. On my return to the city,
I was over taken by a violent tempest,
during which I discovered a sail boat
in a dangerous situation and unmanage-
able. I proceeded to her and rescued
seven boys from a watery grave, taking
them on board the cutter HAMILTON.
I could not have accomplished this with
any other boat belonging to the vessel.

®* A full description of the boat with illustra-
tions will be found in the first volume of Harp-
er's magazine.
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Owing to the buoyancy of this life boat,
I wasg enabled to land a few weeks since,
four tons dead welght to the Boston llght
house. The most remarkable fact in re-
gards to this boat, is that which oc-
curred in the Bay of Fundy: I had a
severe gale, and while lylng to, with a
heavy sea, I carried away my cranes,
and, of course, my life boat; the next
day, after the gale abated, on my return
down the Bay, I picked the boat up, and
found everything in her; the plugs were
taken out on the commencement of the
gale in consequence of shipping much
water. I know of no ordinary boat that
will do this, and therefore Mr. Francis’
boat is a very great improvement.”
Josiah Sturgis, U. S. Rev. Service,

Boston, December 10th, 1839.

The Revenue Cutter WOODBURY, un-
der the command of Captain KEzekiel
Jones, was now ordered to cruise from
the mouth of tbe Mississippi along our
own coast, and that of Texas, and Mex-
ico, with authority to freight specie from
Mexican ports.

Captured by British

The schooner CAMPBELL, formerly
a Revenue Cutter, was captured this
year (1839) by a British brig of war, on
the coast of Africa. She was captured
under American colors. The vessel re-
quiring repairs was permitted to enter
the Mesurado, where some of the crew
disclosed the fact that she belonged to
a notorious Spanish slave dealer, known
as Blancho. On this the captain, Jacob
Galt, fled from the wessel, which with
her cargo, will be a prize to the colonial
authorities. The schoomer is 63 tons,
and was to have taken 250 slaves from
Gallenas to Havana.

Captain Sturgis and his officers ap-
plied to Congress asking that the benefit
of the Navy pension laws be extended
to officers and seamen of Revenue Cut-
ters. Mr. Knight, M. C. presented the
memorial, which was referred to the
Committee on Naval Affairs. They de-
cided—*In the bill consolidating the pen-
sion laws, agreed upon by the commit-
tee of the present session, provisions of
thig sort is made in all cases where rev-
enue cutters, called into the service by
the President of the United States, do
actually co-operate with the United
States Navy. To go beyond this would be
transcending the just policy of pension
laws.” '

In February, 1837, the Secretary of
the Treasury was requested to lay before

the House of Representatives an esti-
mate for the cost of a steam Revenue
Cutter, which was the Initial step
towards the introduction of steam into
the service. In the winter of 1839 the
advocates for steam cutter waxed more
numerous and persistent, and the Bos-
ton Journal thus alludes to the subject,

“It was but a week or two since that
we referred to the subject of steam
cutters, and endeavored to show the
great benefit which would accrue to com-
merce, especially in the winter season,
for the assistance of vessels in distress.
The advantages of a steam cutter are
partlcularly obvious at this time. It is
reported that there are several dis-
masted vessels now in the bay, and it
is found necessary to send to Hingham
for the purpose of procuring a steamboat
to tow them into port. The cutter HAM-
ILTON would be altogether useless for
a service of this kind-—but a steam Rev-
enue Cutter might be the means, after
such a gale as we have recently experi-
enced, of saving much property to in-
dividuals, and of course a large amount
of revenue to the government. We learn
that a petition to Congress to establish
a steam cutter in this service, has been
prepared, and is now awalting signa-
tures. Every merchant, indeed every
man interested in navigation, (and who
is not) should sign it. Congress will not
refuse to grant the petition.

Employment of Pilots

The regulations governing the service
at this time, provided for the employ-
ment of pilots, provided the Collector,
thought it necessary, the compensation
not to exceed $20 per month, and two
navy rations per diem. The Collector
could also suspend Captains from duty
for disobedience of orders, or other niis-
conduct. And any officer suspended to be
incompetent to act as an officer of the
customs. The captain was responsible for
the safety of the vessel, good order of
the crew, and the care of all public prop-
erty on board.

The first lieutenant was responsible
for the prompt discharge of the general
duties of the vessel. He attended to the
watching, quartering, messing, and sta-
tioning of the officers and crew. He
caused reports to be made from the sev-
eral departments every morning, and
cominunicated all wants, and the condi-
tion of the vessel to the commanding
officer. He caused the decks to be
cleansed every day, under the direction



of the junior lieutenant, who was made
accountable for its execution, and re-
ported same to the senlor lieutenant.
The senior lieutenant was to allow no
man or boy to be punished without the
assent of the Commander, and the crew
were to be exercised weekly at the guns.
The duties of second and third lieuten-
ants were not specified. Article 10th
merely stating, ‘““The officer having
charge of the berth deck will be
charged with the care of the provisions
and he will be responsible for their safe-
keeping. He will also see that the fire
in the galley is extinguished, at such
times as the officer in command may di-
rect.” ¥

The gunner had charge of and was ac-
countable for the good condition of the
battery and small arms of the vessel.

The boatswain had charge of sails,
awnings, canvass, rigging, and blocks.
He was also charged with the care of
cables, anchors, hawsers, etc.,, and was
required to examine the mast heads
daily and report the condition of the
rigging to the senior lieutenant.

The carpenter had charge of boats,
oars, masts, spars, and gratings. He
looked after the pump gear, and at-
tended to the vessel being pumped out
once in twenty-four hours.

If repairs became necessary, new sails
or spars wanted, the captain made re-
yguisition upon the Collector, who ex-
ercised his judgment in allowing the
same. If the amount exceeded $150, the
estimate and report of the survey was
submitted to the Department. The cruis-
ing grounds of the cutters were des-
ignated from time to time by the Collec-
tors, under whose superintendance they
were placed, and were forbidden to leave
their stations without leave from the
Secretary or express direction of the Col-
lector.

The Lighthouse Tenders

Tbhe Revenue Cutters were not to be
employed in carrying oil or other cum-
bersome supplies to the light-houses or
light boats or in other duties apper-
taining to that service, unless upon some
emergency determined by the Collector,
and reported to the Department. But
when it did not interfere with tbhe duties
prescribed by law, the cutters could visit
the light houses within their districts
or cruising grounds, for the purpose of
ascertaining their wants and condition.
The captains were instructed to report
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to the Collector, the state of the sev-
eral light houses, and floating houses,
also the state of the buoys, etc.

The Revenue Cutter DEXTER, Cap-
tain Day, was reported February 27th,
1839, as arriving at Charleston from a
cruise between that place and St.
Mary's, via Brunswick, Ga., superintend-
ing the buoys on the different Lars.

The Committee on Commerce having
been influenced by a sudden spirit of
economy, were particularly severe on the
Coast Survey, light houses, and revenue
cutter management. Regarding the cut-
ters the committee reported:

“There is another source of great and
extravagant expenditure, which in the
opinion of the committee, might be prop-
erly retrenched. It is the Revenue Cut-
ter Service. This is a naval force, spring-
ing up amongst us, controlled by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, accountable to
no one but him, extended at will by him,
supported by him out of the revenue be-
fore it goes into the Treasury, and may
cost the country whatever he shall direct.
He appropriates and pays, without the
sanction of Congress, and even without
its knowledge. The country knows noth-
ing of the expenditures, unless called
for by either house. The Collectors of the
ports pay the expenses of this Treasury
navy and the Secretary of the Treasury
approves or rejects the expenditures. The
crews, ships, and boats are subject to
their orders, for pleasure, interest or
public service. The professed object is
to aid in the collection of the revenue;
but, as our revenues have decreased, the
expenses of these cutters have increased.
There must be some other extraneous
matter connected with this service,
which acts injuriously upon the pub-
lic Treasury.

The following is a statement of the
expenses of this service, and the amount
of revenue collected for certain years
stated:

Year Ezxpenses of Revenue
Cutters Collected
1830 $163,755 $21,922,391
1831 167,160 24,224,441
1832 193,174 28,465,237
1833 261,142 29,032,508
1834 213,140 13,564,413
1835 199,546 21,463,789
1836 180,930 26,013,779
1837 274,803 13,500,509
1840 221,910 13,499,502
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Thus while the revenue from 1833 to
1840 was diminished by reduced dutles
under the compromise act, and the in-
ducements for smuggling greatly re-
moved, the expenses of its collection in
this branch of this servlce have maln-
tained their extravagent amounts.

Some idea may be found of the ex-
travagance of this service from the
following statement of the expenses of
some of the revenue cutters for 1837.

GALLATIN, $16,759; HAMILTON,
$16,721; MORRIS, $17,166; TANEY,
$19,481; WASHINGTON, $25,275; and

WOODBURY, $28,694.

The annual cost of these revenue cut-
ters is more than half sufficient for the
pay of a sloop of the first class for the
same time.

Committee in Bad Humor

Instead of strong substantial boats of
light draught, which are capable of
pursuing smugglers into the creeks and
inlets of the coast, armed vessels of

heavy burdem have been substituted,
which are incapable of passing the bars
and shoals, over which the smugglers
may safely pass and escape. The com-
mittee believes that a proper economy
requires the sale of these vessels, and
the substitution of good and substantial
boats in their places, by which three-
fourths of the expenses now incurred
may be saved; and if any service should
arise calling for the aid of armed cut-
ters, the home squadron might be em-
ployed, etc.”

The committee were evidently in a
bad humour, and inclined to look with
disfavor on the service. The assisting of
vessels in distress, the saving of lives
and valuable property, and the amount
of duties thus secured to the government
are items that do not appear to have
entered into their argument. However,
the report did not appear to influence
adverse legislation, and the Revenue Cut-
ters were not sold, or the service re-
duced, as recommended.



CHAPTER VI.

SALVAGE QUESTIONS—PAY DIFFERENCES AND RANK—INQUIRY INTO ABOLISHMENT OF THE
REVENUE MABINE BERVICE, 1840-1844

Cruising orders issued to Captain
Josiah  Sturgis—A Revenue Cutter
claims salvage from the ship Hercules
of Boston—Hercules' case settled by
compromise—Officers memorialize Com-
mittee on Commerce, requesting equali-
zation with Naval Officers—Commodore
C. Morris on relative rank-—Relative
rank between Army and Navy during
Revolutionary War still recognized—In-
equalities in pay pointed out—Suggested
employment of armed steamers in place
of Revenue Cutters—Report by Commit-
tee on Commerce to abolish—Treasury
Department rejoinder against abolish-
ment—Rules and Regulations of the
Revenue Cutter Service revised, 1843—
Establishment of a Revenue Marine Bu-
reau—-N\lilitary honors and ceremonies
prescribed—Recognition of death of
President Garfield.

N June 6th, 1840, Lieutenant R.

Evans received leave of absence for
six mopnths without pay. On Septem-
ber 30th, 1840 “Supernumerary oficers”
were discontinued, viz: Captain John
Besse, Lieut. William Russell, Lieut.
W. B. Mclean. The McLANE was
ordered to be sold, and the MADISON
temporarily transferred to the Delaware
station. The officers of the MADISON,
not ordered to other stations were to
await orders, and those formerly at-
tached to the McLANE were ordered
to the MADISON.

The following order was issued for
the first time November 30th, 1840:

Treasury Department,
November 30th, 1840,
Sir:

As the season is approaching when
much suffering and distress experienced
by vessels bound to ports of the United
States from long voyages, may be alle-
viated by the agency of the revenue cut-
ters, while cruising on the coast, in dis-
charge of the duties enjoined by law, I
have thought it advisable to designate
the revenue cutter HAMILTON especi-
ally for that service, and to assign you
to the command of her. Accordingly,
you are directed to ship a sufficient crew,
and to put the vessel into a condition
for effective service.

To enable you to afford the required
assistance to vessels and crews in all
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cases of distress, it will be proper that
you should have an extra number of
hands for the cruise, and that you
should carry provisions, fuel, water, and
other necessary supplies, in such quanti-
ties as can be conveniently stowed, and
as, in your opinlon, the necessities of the
occasion may demand.

Thus prepared, you are directed to
cruise on tbe coast as far north as Port-
land, and to call at Portsmouth occas-
fonally, at least once in every month,
keeping as close to the main land as may
be consistent with the safety of the ves-
sel, and not going into port oftener than
you may be required to do so from stress
of weatber or want of supplies. On all
such occasions you will immediately re-
port to the Department the cause of such
return to port. When supplies are re-
quired during the winter, you will of
course obtain them from Boston.

While cruising you will speak all ves-
gels approaching the coast which you
may fall in with, and afford those requir-
ing aid or relief such assistance as may
be adapted to their condition and neces-
sities, and as it may be in your power to
render.

And that any supplies thus furpished
may be duly accounted for, you will
charge them at the cost value, and take
the bills of the masters of the vessels fo
whom they may be delivered, on their
owners or consigners, for the amount.

After the severity of the weather shall
have passed, you will return to Boston
and deliver the bills thus taken to the
Collector for collection, who will be in-
structed how to dispose of the proceeds.

You will immediately report to the
collector at Boston; what supplies are
needed before you commence your cruise,
he having been instructed to provide
them on your making such report to
him.

I am,
servant,

respectfully, your obedient
LEVI WOODBURY,

Secretary of the Treasury.

Captain Josiah Sturgis, commd’g the
Revenue Cutter HAMILTON, Boston,
Mass.

In compliance with the order the fol-
lowing vessels prepared to cruise on the
coast: MADISON, at Wilmington, Del.;
TANEY at Norfolk; VAN BUREN at
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Baltimore;
York.

The Baltimore American of December
10th, 1840, contains the following article,
“4 Revenue Cutter claiming salvage.”

“A case has lately occurred, somewhat
novel, we believe, in which a Revenue
Cutter in the service of the United States
claimed salvage for having rendered as-
sistance to a ship in distress.

Sometime in October last the ship
Hercules of Boston, Captain Gregerson,
laden with a valuabe cargo, got ashore
on the Gaskin bank on her voyage to
Savannah. The Revenue Cutter CRAW-
FORD, Captain Rudolph, lying at anchor
in the Savannah river, came to the as-
sistance of the ship; and some portions
of the cargo having been taken into the
boats, the ship, at the rising of the tide,
was got off without material damage
either to vessel or cargo. For the serv-
ices rendered Captain Rudolph claimed
salvage, and filed a libel in the U.S. Dls-
trict Court accordingly. The demand
was resisted by Captain Gregerson, who
wrote to the Secretary of the Treasury
complaining of the proceeding, and so-
liciting hls interference. The reply of
Mr. Woodbury was as follows:

Treasury Department,
October 31st, 1540.
Sir:

Your letter of the 24th inst. in which
you complain of the libelling for sal-
vage of the ship Hercules under your
command by Captain Rudolph of the
Cutter CRAWFORD, has been received
and I have to remark in reply that the
question being soon pending in the
proper tribunal, to try and decide upon
the rights of the parties, any interfer-
ence by this Department would not only
be improper, but without any beneficial
effect; and that however much I may
regret your misfortune, and the incon-
veuniences to which you are subjected, it
is not in the power of this Department
to afford you relief.

I am, very respectfully, your ob’t.
servant,
LEVI WOODBURY,
Secretary of the Treasury.
Captain George Gregerson, of Ship

Hercules, Savannah, Ga.

The case was settled by compromise;
the salvors were paid $390; the court ex-
penses and fees for counsel were about
2364, making in all some seven hundred
and fifty-four dollars paid for the assist-
ance received from the Revenue Cutter.

But the question is not concerning
the amount which was paid, but whether

and the JACKSON at New:

an officer commanding a vessel {n the
gervice of the United States can law-
fully demand compensation for assist-
ing American vessels in distress. The
captains of revenue cutters are often
directed by special orders from the
Department to cruise during severe
weather for the very purpose of assist-
ing vessels that may be found in need
of assistance. It has been hitherto
deemed a part of the regular duty of
our national vessels, whether employed
in the revenue service or otherwise, to
aid, relleve and protect the trading ships
of American merchants wherever they
may be met with in circumstances of
difficulty. We believe that a special
claim for salvage in such cases is alto-
gether unusual.

In June, 1840

In June, 1840, the Committee on Com-
merce considered for the second time
the memorial of certain officers in the
revenue service who were transferred
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and
placed under the orders of the Secre-
tary of the Navy, by whom they were
attached to a squadron under the com-
mand of Commodore Dallas, upon the
West India Station, and remained there
for a considerable period of time, per-
forming duties under his orders. The
memorialists contend that when trans-
ferred to, and made a part of, the naval
service, they ought to be placed on the
footing of naval officers.

There is no law which authorizes
this allowance; but it does appear that
these officers did perform the duties as-
signed, and were exposed to the hard-
ships and hazards of the service, and
of an unhealthy climate, There seenis,
therefore, to be a reasonable claim to be
placed on the same footing as naval offi-
cers serving in the same stations, The
only embarrassment is in assigning to
the officers of the cutters their proper
relative rank. The commander of a cut-
ter, though designated as captain, can
certainly have no just claim to the rank
of a post captain in the Navy, or to any
higher grade than that of an officer
usually assigned to the command of a
vessel of the size and armament of a
cutter. A member of the committee ad-
dressed a letter to a member of the
Board of Navy Commissoiners, receiving
the foliowing reply.

Department's Reply
Washington, June 26th, 1840.
Sir:

The subject upon which you request

my opinion, in your note of yesterday,



was formally referred to the Board a
short time since, and a report made upon
it. As this report met my approbation,
I enclose you a copy. When the revenue
officers are placed under the direction
of the Navy Department, and made sub-
ject to the laws and regulations for the
government of the Navy, it appears to
be but common justice that their com-
pensation should also be the same as
that of the Navy officers who are em-
ployed in similar service, and having
the same responsibilities.

The only question upon which a differ-
ence of opinion will probably arise is,
that which designates the relative stand-
ing or responsibilities of the two classes
of officers. The report appears to me
quite as liberal towards the revenue
officers as they have a right to expect;
the House have not proposed to go as
far for some of those officers. The pay
fas for some of those officers. The pay
of a lieutenant of the Navy, when em-
ployed at sea and commanding a vessel
of the class of a revenue cutter, is $1,800

When not commanding 1,500
A Mlaster 1,000
A passed midshipman 750
With one ration each, at 20 cents a
day.
With much respect, your obedient
servant. C. MORRIS

Hon. John Davis, of the U. S. Senate.
Navy Commissioner's Office,
April 7th, 1840,
Sir:

The Board of Navy Commissioners
have the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of the letter from the honorable
H. J. Anderson to you, and of the en-
closed petition of Lieut. Stephen Cornell,
of the revenue service; and in compli-
ance with your endorsement ‘“to report
what should be the relative compensa-
tion of the officers of the Navy and rev-
enue service when called to act to-
gether,” respectfully state:

That, upon referring to the acts which
have authorized the appointment and
fixed the compensation of the officers of
revenue cutters, they find, by the act of
the 4th of August, 1790, that the com-
mander of a revenue cutter was then
designated as a Mastcr, and that other
officers as Mates; that, in the act of
the 2nd of March, 1799, the commander
is called captain or master, and the
other officers lieutenants or mates; and,
in the act of July 2nd, 1836, the com-
mander is designated as captain, and
the other officers as lieutenants, their
powers and duties remaining the same
as before. In the two former acts, the
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monthly pay was distinctly stated; and
the subsistence of the captain or master
was to be the same as that of a captain
in the Army, and that of the lieutenants
or mates the same as for licutenants in
the Army. So far as any action of Con-
gress, therefore, has been had, that body
appears not to have placed the captain
or master of a revenue cutter higher in
the scale than a captain in the Army,
nor the first lieutenants of the revenue
cutters higher than lieutenants in the
Army.

Grades of Lieutenants

If this scale should be taken as a
ground of comparison, the fact that
there are different grades of lieutenants,
both in the Army and revenue service,
would naturally suggest the propriety
of classing the first lieutenants of each
together; and if the second and third
lieutenants of the revenue service were
placed on the same standing as the sec-
ond lieutenants in the Army, the former
would have no cause of complaint.

The relative rank between the officers
of the Army and Navy, as established
during the war of the Revolution, and
since recognized by the regulations of
those services, with the approval of
the President and sanction of Congress,
places captains in the Army and lieu-
tenants of the Navy on an equality; the
lieutenants In the Navy form the lowest
grade of commissioned sea officers in
that service; and the scale of relative
rank, as established, goes no farther.
Regulations, therefore, malke no pro-
vision for any rank in the Navy to cor-
respond with the first and second lieu-
tenants in the Army. If, however, the
same principles should be extended,
masters in the Navy would be classed
by analogy with first lieutenants in the
Army, and passed midshipmen with sec-
ond lieutenants of the Army, as these
two classes of Navy officers are next in
succession to the lieutenants.

Congress in 1790 and 1799

If, therefore the action of Congress
in 1790 and in 1799 should be considered
as any guide for comparing the relative
rank of officers of the revenue cutters
with officers of the Army, and the rules
and principles for regulating the rela-
tive rank of the officers of the Army
and Navy should be considered appli-
cable to the case now referred, it would
follow that when officers of revenue cut-
ters were acting with officers of the
Navy, and under orders by which a tem-
porary military character is given to
them, captains in the revenue service
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should be on a footing, as respects com-
pensation, with lieutenants in the Navy;
first lieutenants of the revenue service,
with masters; and other lieutenants of
that service with passed midshipmen of
the Navy, if the pay of those officers of
the Navy was greater than that to which
the officers of the revenue service would
be otherwise entitled to receive. When
the general and ordinary duties, and
the character of the respective respon-
sibilities of tbe two classes of officers,
are considered, in connection with the
fact that vessels of the size of revenue
cutters, when used in the Navy, would
not be commanded by officers of higher
rank than lleutenants, it is believed
that these circumstances could not be
considered as affording just grounds for
higher claims on the part of the officers
of the revenue service than has been
herein suggested.”

The Committee concludes their very
interesting report as follows:

“The pay of a lieutenant of the Navy,
when at sea and commanding a vessel
of the size of a cutter is understood to

be, per annum $1,800

When not commanding 1,500

The pay of a Master 1,028
7

A passed Midshipman

The pay of the Captain of a
revenue cutter is

1st Lieutenant in the revenue

1,200

service is 960
2nd Lieutenant in the revenue

service is 860
3d Lieutenant in the revenue

service Is 860

Pay Differences

It is thus apparent that the pay in
the two branches of service is not grad-
uated upon the same scale. This, how-
ever, is not a very material considera-
tion, as the responsibilities, and prob-
ably expenses, of the commander are
proportionally more increased by the
transfer than those of the other officers.
The Committee, on the whole, are of
opinion that pay graduated upon the
military scale is, in fairness, due to
these individuals, and report a bill in
substantial conformity to the opinion
of the Board of Commissioners.”

On February 10th, 1840, Mr. King of
the House of Representatives Introduced
a measure instructing the Committee of
Commerce to enquire into the expedi-
ency of employing armed steamers in
the Revenue Cutter Service instead of
the vessels then in use, and of making
that service a branch of the Navy in all
respects, except so far as may be neces-
sary to have the general directlon of

it remain with the Treasury Depart-
ment.
An Inquiry

In 1843 the subject was agaln re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,
instructing them “To enquire into the
expediency of abolishlng the system of
revenue cutters, and of employing a
part of the Navy of the United States
in that service.” Mr. Huntington made
the following report:

“The revenue cutter service was
originally established ‘for the better se-
curing the collection of the duties im-
posed on wares, goods, and merchandise,
imported into the United States, and on
the tonnage of ships or vessels. The
protection of the revenue was the princi-
pal object which Congress had in view
in authorizing the cutters to be bullt,
and in promoting this object they have
been principally employed. The officers
are declared by law to be officers of the
customs, and are subject to the orders
of the Treasury Department, carried
into effect through the collectors or
other officers of the customs. The duties
required of those who have the com-
mand of these vessels, are such as be-
long almost exclusively to the enforce-
ment of the revenue laws. Hence it
seems to be peculiarly appropriate that
those employed in this service should
be under the direction and contro! of the
officer who is in charge of the execution
of the laws relating to the customs. This
was the leading feature of the policy
which led to the establishment of this
branch of the public service. It has
stood the test of time and experience,
and has ‘“‘worked well.” To abandon it
for the purpose of trying a new experi-
ment would be at least hazardous, and
is not called for by any exigency known
to the committee. To substitute officers
and vessels of the Navy for the per-
formance of the duties now discharged
by means of the revenue cutters, and
which are peculiar to such a service,
and which have no connection with
naval duties, is not demanded by reason
of any defects in the existing system,
nor any principle of true economy, nor
any advantage it possesses over the
present arrangement. So far from this,
the committee are satisfied that sound
policy requires that the revenue service
and the naval service should be kept
distinct—that the officers of the cutters
should continue to be officers of the
customs, responsible as such, confined
to their appropriate duties, and under
the direction of the Secretary of the
Treasury, who is charged with the ad-



ministration of the laws relating to the
customs, By this arrangement the cut-
ters can have thelr stations assigned
them where they will be most useful,
and which can be changed from time
to time, as the public service requires,
and without delay; they will be under
the constant supervision of the collector,
who it Is reasonable to presume, from
the nature of his official duties, will be
able to give orders more promptly than
any other person; their officers being
civil officers will have no connection
with the Navy, which is a distinct
branch of the service, and whose officers
are subject to other regulations, and
whose duties are more appropriate to
the service in which they are engaged.
If the Navy were to be employed in the
place of cutters, it must be under the
direction of the Navy Department, so
far as the revenue service is concerned.
or but little, if any practical good would
follow from its employment in this
gervice. It Is not believed to be expe-
dient to create a new commanding officer
of the Navy for this service. The com-
mittee would enlarge upon the general
subject submitted to them, but they
deem it unnecessary, inasmuch as they
concur in the views of the Secretary
of the Treasury, in his letter to them,
which they annex to this report, and
which the objections to the proposed
change in the existing laws, are con-
cisely, yet fully stated. They recom-
mend, therefore, the adoption of the fol-
lowing resolution:

A Resolution

Resolved, That it is not expedient to
abolish the system of revenue cutters,
and to employ a part of the Navy of
the United States in that service.

Treasury Department,
February 9th, 1843.
Sir:

I have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your communication of the
2d. inst. accompanied by a resolution
of the Senate, directing the Committee
of Commerce “To inquire into the ex-
pediency of abolishing the system of
revenue cutters, and of employing a
part of the Navy of the United States
in that service,” and requesting the
opinion of the Department upon the
subject.

Concurring in the justness of your
remark, that a careful examination is
due to a measure looking to so material
a change in the revenue system, as that
proposed in the resolution, I have ac-
cordingly bestowed upon it such careful
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examination and reflection as the pres-
sure on my time and attention of other
official business would permit, and I
now have the honor to submit to the
committee the following views on the
subject under consideration.

There would seem to be a manifest
propriety as required by the existing
system, in placing under the exclusive
charge of the head of the Treasury, the
means of enforcing all laws appertain-
ing to the security and collection of the
revenue, together with the power to di-
rect and control all officers employed in
that branch of the public service.

The resolution contemplates the abol-
ishment of the present revenue cutter
system, and employing in lieu of it a
part of the Navy of the United States.
By this arrangement the officers de-
tailed on this service would be sub-
ject, for any misconduct or neglect of
duty, to the code of laws established for
the government of the Navy. This, it is
believed, would occasion vexations and
difficulties, calculated to embarrass the
operations of this Department in car-
rying into effect, with proper energy,
the legal means placed in its hands for
the security and protection of the rev-
enue. Besides, without intending any
disparagement of the officers of the
Navy, it Is not believed that the habits
and discipline of that meritorious class
of men, are calculated to suit the char-
acter of the service to which it is pro-
posed to assign them, especially when
they must be subjected to orders and di-
rections of the collectors of customs,
as provided by 99th section of the Act
of 2d. of March, 1799; which subjection
is deemed highly essential, both for the
efficiency of the duties to be discharged,
and the better security of the interests
of the revenue. The correctness of these
impressions has already been partially
tested by the experience of the Depart-
ment in the employment some years
back of naval officers in the cutter serv-
ice, which, after a short trial, it was
found necessary to discontinue, in con-
sequence of the difficulties and objec-
tions which occurred in the practical
operation of the measure.

Faithful Officers

The officers at present attached to the
cutter service are believed generally to
be faithful, competent and vigilant in
the discharge of their duties, and under
the existing system, as established by
law and regulations, it is thought that
the revenue is better protected, and vio
lations of the revenue laws more effect
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ively guarded against than would be
probably the case under the new system
proposed.

For the foregoing reasons, I am de-
cidedly of the opinion that It wouid not
be an exercise of sound policy to adopt
the measure contemplated by the resolu-
tion. The resolution is respectfully re-
turned herewlth.

I have the honor to be, very respect-
fully, your obedient servant.

W. FORWARD,
Secretary of the Treasury.

HON. J. W. HUNTINGTON,
Chairman of Com. on Commerce.
U. S. Senate.

On November 1st, 1843, the “Rules
and Regulations for the government
of the Revenue Cutter Service”
were revised, extended and largely
improved, by the suggestions of ex-
tended practical experience. The cut-
ters were continued under the super-
intendence and direction of the Collec-
tors, but the cruising grounds were
designated by the Department. The
collectors could instruct im writing,
commanding officers, to cruise in cer-
tain localities, but they were not to be
inconsistent or conflict with orders
issued from the Department. Rations
for the crew were furnished by con-
tract, after advertising for bids. Pro-
visions were inspected once in three
months to ascertain the quality. The
fiscal management differed but slightly
from the method at present in use.
The following books were kept on each
vessel: Jourmal or log, muster roll,
payroll, letter and order book, and a
transgcript of the log, “omitting diaries
of the wind and weather,” forwarded
through Collector to Department, at
the end of each month.

To Third Lieutenant

No officer was to be appointed to a
higher grade than third lieutenant,
age to be between eighteen and twenty-
five. No officer was to be promoted to
a higher grade than second lieutenant,
without the written testimony of two
captains regarding character and qual-
ifications, while a board determined
fitness as to seamanship and naviga-
tion.

A Revenue Marine Burean was es-

tablished, and charged with the fol-
lowing duties:
First. The charge and investigation

examination of ac-
made by

estimates,
for disbursements

of all
counts

collectors for the Revenue Service, pre-
vious to their being sent to the audi-
tor for settlement.

Second. The construction and equip-
ment of new vessels, and the repairs
or other disposition of the old ones.

Third. The care, preservation, and
superintendence, of all public property
placed on board, or deposited on shore.

Fourth. The charge of all applica-
tions for appointments in the service;
the transmission of commissions; as-
signments of the officers to their sta-
tlons; disposition of the vessels: force
to be employed in them; and the ar-
rangement for thelr cruising.

Fifth. The investigation of all
charges for neglect of duty, or other
misconduct, and the preparation, under
the direction of the head (£ the De-
partment, of all letters touching these
details.

Sixth. To report annually to the
head of the Department in detail, the
condition of the Revenue Marine Serv-
fce, duty performed, etc., etc.

“Until other provisions shall be
made, a captain in the Revenue Serv-
ice will be detailed to take charge of
the Bureau, and, when practicable, will
be assisted by junior officers, in the serv-
ice. All communications for the Bureau
will be directed to the Secretary of the
Treasury.

The duties-of officers were specified,
and the commander by Article 12, was
to ‘“require each lieutenant to furnish
himself with a sextant or quadrant, and
a suitable treatise on navigation.” In
time of war, or appearances thereof,
American vessels were to be convoyed,
bound the same way as a cutter, when
it could be done without detention, etc.
Cross bearings were to be taken when-
ever a cutter anchored. In case of ship-
wreck, the commander, if beyond the
limits of the United States, was em-
powered to dispose of the property
saved, or draw bills, as was most ad-
vantageous to the public Interests.
Changes in the internal arrangements
of the vessel, rig, armament, etc., was
strictly prohibited. The executive officer
amongst other duties was required to
report the condition of the ship and
battery to the commanding officer, at
8 P. M. each night, and receive reports
from the second lieutenant, boatswain,
gunner, carpenter and sailmaker,* at
eight in the morning and evening, rela-
tive to the condition of their several

*This rating is not mentioned again, and it is
doubtful if warrant officers of such grade ever
existed in the Revenue Cutter Service.



departments. His station In time of ac-
tion, unless otherwise directed, was to
be on the quarter deck. The balance
of his duties differ but slightly from
those now in vogue.

The second lieutenant, for the first
time, had his labors specified. He was
given charge of the hold, stowing of
ballast, water and provisions; plans of
wbich he was to draw and place in the
Joghook. He was responsible for the
cleanliness of the same; to the securing
of cables, protection of standing and
running of rigging, and that no waste
of water or fuel occurred. He was given
charge of all instruments pertaining to
the navigation of the vessel, and was
the navigating officer. All flags and sig-
nals also came under his supervision.

The third lieutenant was given the
log to keep, and a general supervision
over boats, spars, sails. rigging, and
stores of every kind. He was made ac-
countable for the weight of stores, and
finally, looked after the draught of the
vessel.

The officer of the watch had duties
almost identical with those in the pres-
ent “Rules and Regulations.” ‘“He was
to be particular to see that all the usual
honors and etiguette of a man-of-war
was observed.” The forward officers
were given their duties, to be careful
in expenditures, and to report any neg-
lect or misconduct to commander or
executive officer. The cook was en-
joined to look after the galley and its
appurtenances, and the crew received
the usual admonitions to be respectful
and observant of duty and orders. All
unnecessary bright work was prohibited,
and men sent to the hospital, were, if
possible, to be accompanied by an offi-
cer. No boy under thirteen years of
age was to be allowed to ship—or en-
list, the term being then as now, for
one year. Ordinary seamen had to
serve two years before receiving the
rating and seamen, five ycars. The en-
listing of slaves was strictly forbidden.

Supplics Purchased

All supplies not furnished hy contract,
were purchased by the collector.

When the sun set after six o'clock,
tattoo was beat at nine o'clock in the
evening, and the colors hoisted at eight
o’clock in the morning, and when it set
before six o’clock it was beat at eight
o’clock, and colors hoisted at nine
o'clock in the morning. Gambling was
prohibited, and if officers lived beyvond
their income and contracted debts which
they could not pay, or left a station
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financially embarrassed, the facts were
to be at once reported to the Secretary
by the Commanding officer. Hours for
meals were specified as follows:

Breakfast at eight A. M. for all offi-
cers and men,

Dinner at meridian, for tbe crew and
steerage messes.

Dinner at or before three P. M. for
the ward-room messes.

Dinner at or before four P. M. for the

cabin messes.
. Supper at four P. M. for the crew
and steerage messes, when the sun sets
before six o'clock, and at five P. M.
when the sun sets after six o'clock.

Supper before eight P. M, for all other
messes.

Officers of the navy and revenue
gervices were to rank as follows:

Third lieutenants with midshipmen
of the navy; second lieutenants with
passed midshipmen; first lieutenants
with masters; and captaing with lieu-
tenants of the navy.

The rules governing “Suspension and
arrest” had the same significance and
differ in a slight degree from those at
present in use.

Leaves of absence could be granted
to lieutenants by the joint permission
of captain and collector, for a term not
exceeding four weeks. The command-
ing officer applied to the Department,
through the collector. Officers when
sick or waiting orders reported to the
Department, in writing on the first day
of every month. (Rules and Regula-
tions, Novemher 1, 1843. I. C. Spencer,
Secretary).

Military honors and ceremonies were
prescribed as follows:

President to be received by officers in
full uniform, yards manned, and a sa-
lute of 21 guns.

Vice President, same honors, except
the salutes, one salute of 19 guns to be
fired upon leaving the vessel.

Secretary of the Treasury or head of
a Department. Justices of the Supreme
Court, or Governor of a state, same
honors as the Vice President, except the
salute, which shall consist of 17 guns.
The anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence was to he observed by all
vessels of the Revenue Marine, in port,
by dressing ship at sunrise, and a salute
of 21 guns at sunrise, at meridian, and
at sunset by every vessel in commis-
sion., Washington's birthday, a salute
of 21 guns from every vessel of the
Revenue Marine in commission.

Captains when visiting a vessel of
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the Reveune Marine commanded by
officers of the same or inferior rank, to
be received by the officer in command,
by the officer second in command and
by the officers of the watch.

All commissioned officers below the
rank of captain to be received by the
officer of the watch.

The salute of a captain shall be re-
turned with 9 guns and the salute of a
lieutenant commanding, with 5 guns.

Gangway ceremonies.

For captains, the side to be piped by
the boatswain, and attended by four
side boys.

For ward-room officers, the side to be
piped by the boatswain, and attended
by two side boys.

These ceremonies to be observed be-
tween sunrise and tattoo in the evening.
After dark each side boy to hold a light.
After tattoo, side to be attended onmly
by the quartermaster’s light for any
officers of the Revenue Marine. Foreign
officers to be received with the honors
and ceremonies due to their rank, and
when they leave. When the command-
ing officer i{s absent, a light to be hoisted
at the peak at tattoo.

The new regulations were promul
gated under the administration of J. C.
Spencer, Secretary of the Treasury, and
officers instructed that a strict compli-
ance with all the requirements would
be exacted.

On July 19th, 1843, the following cir-
cular was issued:

*Treasury Department,
July 19th, 1843.

As a tribute of respect to the meniory
and worth of Captain Nicholas Bicker,
of the Revenue Service, who departed
this life on the 15th inst., it is ordered,
that the colors of the vessels of the
Revenue Service shall be hoisted at half
mast, from sunrise to sunset, and thir.

teen minute guns be fired from each
vessel at noon, on the day next follow-
ing the receipt of this order.

The officers of the service will wear
the usual badge of mourning during the
perlod of thirty days.

John C. Spencer,
Secretary of the Treasury.

*Upon the death of the late President
Garfield, no order concerning funeral
ceremonies were received. Officers in
some cases wore voluntarily crepe, but
no official notification of the Pregidents
death was ever issued to the officers of
the Rev. Marine.

Blank printed pay rolls, muster rolls,
and other blanks were first issued by the
Department in the latter part of 1843
and beginning of 1844, and the tran-
scripts were ordered to be rendered upon
ruled paper of cap size.

A clrcular was issued from the De-
partment containing the following:

Treasury Department,
Jan. 24th, 1844.
Sir:

In order more effectually to distin-
guish the uniform of the Revenue Marine
from that of the Navy, the Treasury
Arms, surmounted by an anchor, in
gilver, will be worn on each epaulette;
and the same device in gold, on the front
of the capband.

The officers will be required to assume
the foregoing distinctions at as early a
period as they can be procured. Litho-
graphic drawings of the equipments
generally are in preparation, and will,
when completed, be transmitted to each
officer.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
J. C. Spencer,
Secretary of the Treasury.



CHAPTER VIIL

CONDITIONS IN THE UNITED STATES REVENUE MARINE SERVICE (1844)—erErouTS ON
EMPLOYMENT OF BTEAM VESSELS

Report of Secretary of Treasury to
House of Representatives, 1844—First
systematic report issued regarding the
U. 8. Revenue Marine Service—Steam-
ing vessels built of iron considered—
Smuggling conditions on the Great Lakes
and in the Gulf of Mexico—Short life
of timber built vessels used in the Gulf
—System of Examinations for promo-
tion—Estimated expenditures for 1843—
The eventful introduction of Steam as a
motive power—Estimate of cost of a
towing Cutter—Experience with the
Cutter LEGARE (built upon Ericsson's
model) and on the SPENCER (built af-
ter Lieutenant Hunter's plan)—The
SPENCER reports faults with the mod-
els—Steam journal of the SPENCER—
Chief Engineer Wood recommends Al-
terations to the SPENCER’S machinery
—Submerged propellers criticized—Cost
of coal in 1844.

HE Secretary addressed the follow-
ing communications to Hon. J. W.
Jones, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives:
Treasury Department,
January 10th, 1844.
Sir:

I have the honor to transmit, here-
with, a report on the present condition
of the Revenue Marine service from the
officer having charge of that branch of
the business of this department. Upon
inquiring into the subject, I found fhat
no efficient control could be exercised
over the officers and men, either in re-
spect to the performance of their duties,
or the regulation of the expenses of the
service, for the want of the necessary
knowledge, and experience. The clerks
could not be expected to be sea-faring
men; or If such could be found, they
would not be acquainted with the pecu-
liar duties of the service. Finding that
a captain could be spared from the duty
of cruising, one was selected, with the
sanction of the President, who had been
long in the Revenue Marine, was well
acquainted with all its details, and who
possegsed all the qualifications of a
bureau officer; and he was directed to
repair to this city and take charge of
the business. He was allowed to select
a competent lieutenant to assist him.*
The result has shown the propriety of
the arrangement. That officer and his
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assistant are fully and constantly em-
ployed in supervising the whole Revenue
Marine service: in conducting the
voluminous correspondence which is in-
dispensable with the different collectors
and the commanders of the Revenue
Cutters; in examining all estimates of
expenditures before they are made, and
all accounts preparatory to their being
audited; in regulating the cruises of the
vessels, and inspecting their journals,
and in discharging a great variety of
miscellaneous duties connected with the
business. Order and system have been
established. Economy in expenditures
and efficiency in service have been
greatly promoted. The officers and men
feel that the service has been elevated,
and a corresponding zeal in the dis-
charge of their duty has been strikingly
exhibited. And, above all, the Depart-
ment now knows what is done and what
is neglected; and what expenses are in-
curred, with the reasons for them; and
its supervision is equally intelligent and
satisfactory. In connection with these
references, it is proper to state, that the
President has established a rule of pro-
motion similar to that in the Navy, by
which those who have devoted years of
their lives in this branch of public serv-
ice will reap the just reward of fidelity
and integrity; and no lieutenant is pro-
moted without a previous examination
into his professional qualifications.
When the arduous and very responsible
duties devolved upon these officers are
considered, and how essentially the col-
lection of the revenue depends upon
the r integrity, the effect of these meas-
ures in promoting their own self-respect,
and the honorable discharge of their
duties, cannot be otherwise than most
auspicious.

The accompanying report is the first
that has been made on the subject. It
will be found to contain much valuable
information, and many useful sugges-
tions—the results of a watchful and in-
telligent experience. The measures
taken under the direction of the Presi-
dent, for the building of iron vessels for
the Revenue Marine, are detailed, with
the unanswerable reasons for preferring
that matenial to wood. The considera-
tions which render the occasional em-
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ployment of steam power indispensable,
are also stated.

I beg leave respectfully to recommend
the measures suggested for the further
improvement of the service and for car-
rying into effect the plan adopted of
employing iron vessels, with steam
power for occasional use. It will be seen
that further legislation for the purpose
will be expedient. It would seem to be
a mere act of justice to make the pay of
the petty officers commensurate with the
increases of the expenses of living since
1799, and proportionate to allowances
for similar services in the Navy.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
J. C. Spencer,
Sec. of the Treas.
Hon. J. W. Jones,

Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives.

*George Hayes, 2nd Lieut.,
commission, Dec. 16, 1843.

date of

One of the first circulars issued under
the new management was as follows:

January 24th, 1844,
Sir:

Complaints having been made by sev-
eral officers of the Navy that the unl-
form of our service is not sufficiently
marked, and fearing that some sugges-
tions might be made to alter the uni-
form so as to create an unjustifiable ex-
pense to the officers, I proposed to the
Hon. Secretary, that the decorations de-
scribed in the order of this date, should
be worn on the epaulette in the same
manner as the eagle and anchor is worn
by captains in the Navy, and likewise
the arms on the cap.

This is the cheapest mode by which
the uniform can be changed, provided
the officers unite in having the neces-
sary dies cut, and have all the articles
made at the same place. I have had
drawings made and submitted to a die
sinker, who will furnish the epaulette
decorations of silver at four dollars, and
cap ornaments of treble gilt, at one dol-
lar each. If the whole service is pro-
vided by hlm, a reduction will be made.

Very truly, your obedient servant,

Alexander V. Fraser,
Captain, U.S.R.C.M.

The first published and systematic re-
port regarding the Revenue Marine
Service was as follows:

Treasury Department,
Revenue Bureau,
Jan. 9th, 1844.

Sir:

In obedience to your order, I now
have the honor to lay before you this
statement of the condition of the rev-
enue marine, the probable expenditure
of the current year; a comparative
statement of the cost of iron steamers
and those constructed of timber; tbe
necessity of an additional number of
vessels, for the security of the revenue;
and the advantages resulting from the
employment of iron steamers, in point
of economy, as well as efficient service.

There are at present employed in the
revenue marine fifteen schooners, vary-
ing in size from 60 to 170 tons. They
are stationed at the following points:
Eastport, Portland, Boston, Newport,
New York, Delaware Bay, Baltimore,
Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah, Key
West, Mobile, New Orleans and Lake
Erie.

Of this number, the NAUTILUS, at
Key West, belongs to the coast survey,
and may be called for at any moment.
The DUANE at Mobile, and ERIE, on
Lake Erie, are small, totally unfit for
the service, and in such a decayed con-
dltion as to render them utterly un-
worthy of further repair.

Five important stations are at pres-
ent entirely unguarded; and it is im-
portant that vessels should be provided
immediately at New Bedford, Ports-
mouth, N. H., Lake Ontario, another at
the extreme eastern point of the coast,
and that portion of the coast of Florida
comprised between the Tortugas islands
and the harbor of Pensacola. To pro-
vlde for these stations, as well as to
supply the vacancies which may be oc-
casioned by the transfer of the NAUTIL-
US, and condemnation of the ERIE and
DUANE, eight new vessels will be re-
quired.

In addition to the before mentioned
vessels, properly belonging to the rev-
enue marine, there are three small sail
boats, commanded by junior lieutenants
of the service, and stationed at the fol-
lowing points: Castine, Sackett’s Har-
bor, and St. Mary’s, Georgia.

All the vessels have been Lept con-
stantly in motion during the past sea-
son, and the cruising stations of each
3o extended as to establish a chain of
communication along the whole sea-
board, except the coast of North Caro-
lina, another portion of Florida com-




prised between Tampa Bay and Mobile;
for which points additional vessels are
necessary. The journals have been ren-
dered to the department monthly and
bear testimony to a vigilant and ener-
getic attention to duty.

In the establishment of a bureau hav-
ing charge of this branch of public serv-
ice, great reform has been produced in
the expenditures as well as discipline
of the service, the result of which will
be to lessen very materially the ex-
penditure of each vessel, as well as to
ensure a faithful discharge of the duties.

Heretofore, the Collectors were in a
great measure allowed to exercise their
own discretion in all purchases, and
were the judges of the necessity of all
expenditures. Being a duty with which
they could not be well acquainted, from
the performance of which they derived
no compensation, and which, in many
cases, interfered with their appropriate
functions, it might generally be expect-
ed that they would sanction whatever
was recommended by the officers com-
manding vessels, nor could any effectual
check be interposed at the department,
for the want of professional knowledge;
hence the necessity of some officer of
the service in the department.

Under the present regulation, all sup-
plies are furnished by contract; and no
expenditure, of any kind, is allowed un-
less the necessity of such outlay be
first submitted to the officer in charge
of the bureau for examination, and his
decision meets the approbation of the
head of the department.

The small number of vessels now em-
ployed renders it necessary that the
cruising grounds of some should be very
extensive; thereby, during the visits to
one extreme of the station, every facil-
ity is afforded to illicit trade at the
other, notwithstanding the utmost
vigilance is observed.

Smuggling upon the lakes is generally
carried on by steamboats; and in order
effectually to prevent frauds upon the
revenue, steamers which can compete
with them in speed are absolutely neces-
sary. Upon the Mexican gulf, where
the currents are strong, and most of the
harbors difficult of access, unless with
favorable winds, no effectual protection
to the revenue can be afforded by salling
vessels. So upon some portions of the
northern coast, which from Georgia to
the eastern extreme, is indented by nu-
merous Inlets. Those between New
York and the Chesapeake bay are
navigable for vessels of light draught
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several hundred miles inside of the
outer beach and Islands, and afford
every security against detection from
sailing vessels, inasmuch as, by receiv-
Ing advice that a revenue vessel is wind
bound at any one point, goods may be
landed at any other. The uncertainty
in the movements of a steamer would
deter such attempts.

Steamers are also indispensable in the
bays, to go around headlands and pene-
trate inlets in any state of the wind or
tide, and thus discover vessels which
may be concealed at such places.

The steamers now in the course of
construction are of such models as will
insure their performance under canvas
alone, equally if not better than those
built of wood, while steam is intended
to be used only as an auxiliary motive
power in cases of necessity, in chase or
entering and departing from harbors
during the prevalence of adverse winds
and tide; the expenditure of fuel, and
the necessity of its use, to be strictly
accounted for by the commanders.

The economy and additional efficiency
in substituting iron for timber in the
construction is fully established by suc-
cessful experiments made in Europe dur-
ing the last thirty years, as well as
in this country of a later date.

The principal advantages arising from
the use of iron are, economy in the orig-
nal construction; ‘durability; lightness
of material, and consequently, increased
buoyancy; increased strength, particu-
larly in the ability to withstand shocks
sustained by taking the ground when
passing shoal water bars; and the value,
when worn out, of the old materials.

It will be perceived by the annexed
statement, that the orlginal cost of an
iron steamer exceeds that of a timber
built sailing vessel about three thousand
dollars; and to the cost of the wooden
vessel the cost of an engine, (say four-
teen thousand dollars) and the economy
in the original construction is evident.

With regard to the durability, we
must depend upon experiments made in
Europe, which have been eminently suc-
cessful, The first iron steamer built in
England, the Adaron Manby, was
launched in 1821, and, according to the
most authentic accounts, from that time
to 1§30, although she had been aground
repeatedly, with cargoes on board, the
hull had required no repairs. The next
vessel was launched in 1825, and ac-
cording to Grantham, has been con-
stantly employed since that time, and
is still in good condition.
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Slnce that time, many sailing vessels,
as well ag steamers, have been con-
structed of iron; and the results have
been so satisfactory, that, of ten ves-
sels building at Liverpool, a short time
since, seven were of iron.

It is impossible to assign any time
for the duration of iron vessels em-
ployed in salt water as there has not
been a sufficient length of time to de-
termine the question; but we have the
(facts) before us, that, in the same pe-
riod wherein a timber built vessel would
have required an outlay In repairs equal
to her original cost, the hull of the iron
vessel lias required no repairs.

In order to protect the iron from the
effect of exposure to the atmosphere, as
well as the action of salt water, coat-
ings of various kinds have been used.
The most effectual hitherto has been red
lead; but we are now indebted to a
young and enterprising chemist of our
own country (Mr. Benj. Costion) for a
discovery which will, in all probability,
effectually prevent oxidation. Plates of
iron and steel, covered with his marine
paint have been exposed several days to
the action of the most powerful acids,
without any perceptible change taking
place.

The increased safety is another im-
portant feature in the use of iron. Facts
show that many iron vessels have been
stranded in positions where a timber
built vessel must have been totally lost,
and, after being got off, they were found
to have only received indentations
where the weight rested. Perfect secur-
ity against fire and leakage is attained
by the facility with which air and wa-
ter tight bulkheads are introduced,
which, at the same time, secure the ves-
sel against the effects of outward pres-
gure. Vessels built of iron, and exposed
to tempestuous weather, are free from
the hazard of starting butts or leaky
seams, and their increased buovancy
enables them to contend with high winds
and turbulent seas without straining.

The ravages of the worm and dry
rot, which are so destructive in our
southern harbors, are arrested, and the
cost of copper sheathinz erntirely dis-
pensed with.

Satisfactory experiments have shown
that the wear and tear of iron vessels
are trifling, and the repairs necessary
consequently light. The usual calcula-
tion for vessels built of timber is, that
the expense of repairs will, in ten years,
equal the original cost. The fact is evi-
dent, by referring to our national ves-

sels when in commission, as well as the
packet ships.

In a well built iron steamer, experi-
ence has shown that no repairs upon the
huil were necessary durlng that period,
unless occasioned by accident.

Repalrs upon iron vessels are more
easily effected than upon those biult of
timber. Should a timber built vessel re-
quire new partial planking, or additional
timbers, the Iabor of preparing for the
reception of the new work amounts to
a large proportion of the whole cost,
and the new fastenings are frequently
driven where they afford no security.

If in an iron vessel a new plate is re-
quired, the rivet heads are cut off, the
rivets drilled out, and the new work
introduced without interfering with
any of the adjacent frame or plating.

The value of wooden vessels, when
condemned, or unworthy of further re-
pair, is very trifling—none of the mate-
rials, except the fastenings, being of
any further service. On the contrary,
the value of old iron always bears tlie
same proportion to the original cost of
new.

Increased buoyancy is of the greatest
importance on this coast, where the
navigation of the majority of harbors
and inlets is obstructed by shoals and
bars. Iron vessels may be built of large
size, with good sailing qualities and
light draught, In conclusion on this sub-
ject, it is an undoubted fact that a tim-
ber built vessel will, at the expiration
of twelve years, have cost double the
amount of one constructed of iron;
while, in this period, no visible change
in the condition of the latter will have
taken place.

The case of the revenue brig JEFFER-
SON is an evidence of the short time
which a timber built vessel will endure
exposure to the climate of the Mexican
Gulf, and is a strong argument in fa-
vor of iron. The vessel was lately found
completely rotten below, after six years’
service, and was sold as not being
worthy of repairs.

There are at present employed in the
revenue marine eighty commissioned
officers, equally divided as Captains and
first, second and third lieutenants, at
the rate of compensation allowed by
law; and under the present regulations,
the force employed on board the ves-
sels is equally distributed, by allowing,
as a complement, one able Dhodied sea-
man to every five tons admeasurment,
exclusive of two stewards and one cook
to each vessel. When boys are em-



ployed, two are considered equivalent
to one seaman.

The annexed statement shows a close
approximation to the expenditure of the
present establishment for the current
year. It exhibits a small increase of ex-
penditures upon last year, occasioned by
the temporary transfer of the NAUTI-
LUS from the coast survey, and the re-
turn of those vessels lately employed
upon the coast of Florida, under the
Navy Department; the employment of
which on that coast diminished the ex-
pense of the revenue marine, while it
also deprived it of the means of being
efficient.

In order to increase the efficiency of
the corps, the officers are changed pe-
riodically on the various stations; there-
by, instead of confining their knowledge
of coast navigation to particular points,
enablinz them to aecquire a perfect ac-
quaintance with the whole, and giving
to each an equal share of home or fa-
vorite station; and prompt obedience
in all cases is required.

The officers are likewise required to
pay particular attention to the condition
of the light houses, lizht boats, buoys,
stalkage, etc., within the limits of their
respective cruising grounds; and to re-
port any neglect of duty on the part of
the keepers, or derangement of the land-
marks or buovs which may come under
their observation.

Under the present arrangement, it is
believed that the service is perfectly
guarded against frauds in furnishiog
supplies, either in quantity, quality, or
price of articles furnished; the effect of
which will be to lessen the expenditure
upon each vessel.

New regulations have been Issued,
adopted to the wants of the Service, and
intended to improve it. They point out
to each officer his particular duties in
detail, and provide for holding all to
a proper accountability,

The Journals of each vessel are sub-
mitted to the department monthly; are
strictly examined; and no case of re-
missness in discharge of the duties, or
want of diligence is suffered to escape.

A system of examination into the pro-
fessional qualifications of officers, as
they become candidates to the rank of
first lieutenants, has been established.
Great care in the selection of persons
of zood moral character to fill the sub-
ordinate offices is observed; while a rule
has been established by the President,
similar to that in tbe Navy, by which
appointments to the stations of captains,
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and first and second lieutenants, are
made with strict regard to seniority and
gualifications.

The results produced show that a
spirit of enterprise has been aroused
among the junior grades, which will,
eventually, work a thorough reform
in the discipline of the Service.

The condition of the vessels em-
ployed, and the discipline maintained on
board, are worthy of favorable notice
and commendation, The introduction of
spirituous liquors on board these ves-
sels has been positively prohibited,
cither by officers or crew: and every op-
portunity of advancement is afforded to
the meritorious. Important assistance
having been hithertofore rendered to
distressed merchant vessels arriving
upon the coast during the winter
months, by one or two of the vessels
detailed for that service, arrangements
have been made to keep the whole ef-
fective force at sea during the present
winter; and their cruising stations have
been so marked out, as to embrace the
whole Atlantic Coast, as well as a por-
tion of the Bay of Mexico. It is anti-
cipated that much suffering will be re-
lieved by their interposition. Before
concluding this report, I would beg
leave to call attention to the condition
of the petty officers of the Service, and
the justice of Iincreasing their pay.
Their compensation was limited by the
act of the 2d of March, 1799, to twenty
dollars per month and one Navy ration
per diem; since which, there has been
no legislation on the subject; while, in
the Navy, the pay has been increased
nearly three fold.

Many of the boatswains, gunners, and
carpenters, have served several years;
and the compensation which thev now
receive s, evidently, entirely inade-
quate to the comfortable support of their
families. I would respectfully submit
the justice of increasing their compensa-
tion to thirty dollars per month, and
one Navy ration, or its equivalent in
money, per diem.

The employment of engineers not
having yet been authorized, I would
respectfully represent the necessity of
legislation on the subject of their ap-
pointment, allowing one chief and one
assistant to each steamer; and estab-
lishing the compensation of the former
at the same rate as first, and the latter
as third licutenants in the Revenue
Service.
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All of which Is very respectfully sub-

mitted by
Your very obedient servant,
ALEXANDER V. FRASER,
Caplain, Revenue Marine, in charge of
Bureau

Hon. J. C. SPENCER,

Secretary of the Treasury.

Estimated expenditures of the Revenue
Marine for the year 1843

20 Captains, at $1,200 $24,000.00
20 Pirst Lieuts., at 960  19,200.00
20 Second Lieuts., at 860  17,200.00
20 Third Ltieuts, at 790  15,800.00
45 Petty officers, at 240 10,800.00
7 Pilotg, at 600 4,200.00
30 Stewards, at 216 6,480.00
15 Cooks, at 216 3,240.00
323 seamen, at 192 62,016.00
134,320 rations, averaging

14 cents 18,804.80
24,455 pilot’s, steward’s

and cook's rations

at 25 cents 6,113.75
Average supply of chand-

lery, wood, water,

trifiing repairs, ete,,

under contract, 15

vessels, at $1,200 18,000.00

$205,854.55

Comparative cost of building iron and
timber built vessels.

Hull and spars of a timber built
vessel of 350 tons at $45 per

ton $15,750
Standing and running rigging,
anchors, chains, tanks, boats,
ballast, and armament, fur-
niture and apparel complete 31,500
Estimated repairs in 12 yrs. 15,000
$62,250
Estimated cost of iron revenue
steamer

$50,000

The Secretary on March 7th, 1844, in
a circular, forbade the practlce of em-
ploying persons in the capacity of clerks,
and ratinz them upon the pay rolls as
seamen. He directed that persons under
pay, must actually perform all the duties
and submit to the discipline of those
holding the rank by which he was desig-
nated upon the pay rolls.

The Introduction of steam, as a
motive power, into the Revenue Marine
Service, forms an eventful and sug-

gestive chapter In {ts history. It was
not accomplished untll repeated and per-
sistent efforts had been made by promi-
nent personages, voluminous petitions,
signed by wealthy corporations, and
leading merchants, presented to the Sec-
retary, advocating the step, which it
was confldently predicted would prove
of Inestimable benefit to commerce,
while trebling the efficlency, and en-
hancing tenfold, the usefulness of the
Revenue Marine.

We have seen the enthusiastic en-
dorsement, and estimate submitted by
the first practical officer who presided
over the newly established Bureau. The
correctness of his views and experiences,
can, perhaps, be better estimated, when
the result of the experiment in intro-
ducing iron steam cutters into the Serv-
ice shall have been presented.

The first official document relative to
the important and expensive improve-
ment, of introducing steamers into this
branch of the Service, is presented in a
letter from the Secretary of the Treas-
ury—headed: 1

Transmitting an estimate of the cost
0of a Revenue Cutter, so constructed as
to be used as a steam tow-boat.

February 1, 1837.
Sir:

In compliance with a resolution of
the House of Representatives, requesting
the Secretary of the Treasury to lay Dbe-
fore the House, “an estimate of the cost
of a revenue cutter, to be constructed on
such a plan as to act as a steam tow-
boat,” I have the honor to state, that the
cost of a vessel suited to the object pro-
posed by the resolution ls estimated at
about thirty-five thousand dollars.

I have the honor to be,

Respectfully, sir, Your obedient ser-
vant ;

LEVI WOODBURY,
Secretary of the Treasury.

To the Hon. the Speaker,

of the House of Representatives,

The proposed cost evidently dld not
meet the views of Congress, as nothing
further on the subject appears, until
December 28th, 1S39.

Treasury Department,
December 28, 1839.
Sir:

Repeated and urgent applications
have been made to this Department for
the employment of steam cutters at
New York, Norfolk, and upon the North-



ern lakes. While the department is fully
sensible of the increased efficlency and
usefulness of the cutter service, which
would arise from the employment of
steam vessels at those points, it enter-
tains strong doubts of the propriety, un-
der existing laws, of incurring such
large and increased expense, to build
and maintain vessels of that description,
without the special direction, if not a
special appropriation, by Congress.
‘When the existing law authorizing the
building and employment of cutters was
passed, the use of steam was unknown,
and, of course, not contemplated by Con-
gress in that enactment,

I have, therefore, to suggest to you
the propriety of inviting the special ac-
tion of Congress upon the subject.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obe-
dient servant.

LEVI WOODBURY,
Secretary of the Treasury.

To the President of the United Slates
To the House of Represcentatives

I herewith transmit a report from
the Secretary of the Treasury, In rela-
tion to the employment of steam ves-
sels in the Revenue Cutter Service; and
recommend the subject to the special
and favorable consideration of Congress.

Washington, December 28th, 1839. M.
Van Buren.

Both documents were presented, and
read on 12th February 1840, referred to
the Committee on Comnmerce, who failed
to take further action on the measure,

Later, however, two iron steamers
were authorized to be constructed, the
LEGARE, upon Captain Ericsson’s, and
the SPENCER, upon Lieutenant Hunt-
er's plan,

Before proceeding at length into the
details regarding the building and sub-
sequent trials of the steamers, the au-
thor will quote from a letter written by
one of the older capains of the service,
bearing upon the subject. He was a
lleutenant at the time of which he
writes.

“In 1842 a project was initiated by a
young lieutenant of the Navy to build
iron steamers for the Navy, of a peculiar
model. I cannot here give a detailed
description of the vessels, or their en-
gines. Suffice it to say, that they were
to he propelled by horizontal wheels
under the bottoms of the vessels. The
scheme was rejected by the Navy De-
partment, when resource was had to
the Revenue Marine. There was no law,
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at the time, forbidding the Secretary
from building vessels for the service
without a special appropriation by Con-
gress, and advantage was taken of that
fact, Six steamers were contracted
for, four on the horizontal submerged
wheel idea, and two with Ericson’s
propeller; the latter were a partial suc-
cess; the former deplorable and total
failures. Captain W. A. Howard was
detailed to superintend thelr construc-
tion and outfit. Lieutenant Hunter of
the Navy, who claimed to be the in-
ventor of the submerged wheel, applied
for and obtained a royalty of four thou-
sand dollars on each vessel. Congress
finding the whole thing a fraud, passed
an act, forbidding the construction of
other vessels for the service unless by
special appropriation.”

In 1844 the SPENCER and LEGARE
were placed in commission. Captain
Frasger in his annual report, December
1st, 1844, states:

“The LEGARE has been ordered to
Key West, to supply the vacancy oc-
casioned by the transfer of the schooner
NAUTILUS to the coast survey, to
which service that vessel belonged. The
commander of the LEGARE bhas been
instructed to cruise constantly upon the
coast of Florida, between Tampa bay
and Cape Florida—a portion of the coast
where the services of a steamer may be
rendered very valuable in guarding the
revenue, as well as preventing depreda-
tions upon government timber, and af-
fording relief to vessels which may be
stranded upon that dangerous coast.

The SPENCER will (as soon as some
alterations in the machinery, deemed
necessary by Lieutenant Hunter, shall
be comipleted) be stationed at New York,
and directed to cruise along the coast
between Montauk Point and the Dela-
ware Bay.

For the performance of the SPENCER
and LEGARE under steam and canvas,
I beg leave respectfully to refer to my
report, and that of the chief engineer,
by which it will appear that the antici-
pations of the Hon. J. C. Spencer, and
his immediate predecessor, the Hon.
Walter Forward, have not been realized.

It will likewise be perceived that the
cost of the vessels has far exceeded the
expectations of the department, which
is attributable partly to the increased
dimensions, and partly to the difficulty,
at the time the vessels were projected, in
estimating the welght; these being the
first iron vessels of such dimensions
constructed in this country. The ex-
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penditure will, however, bear compari-
son (when the tonnage is taken into
consideration) with those recently con-
structed for other branches of public
gervice. Four other steamers are in
course of construction—one at Oswego,
upon Ericsson’s; one at Boston, one at
Pittsburgh, and one at Buffalo, upon
Lieutenant Hunter's plan. The first will
be employed upon Lake Ontario; the
second at Boston; the third in the wa-
ters of the Gulf of Mexico, to rendezvous
at the mouth of the Mississippi river;
and the last to replace the ERIE upon
Lake Erie, which small vessel it is con-
templated to station in the vicinity of
Lake Michilimackinae.

Since the trial made with the SPEN-
CER, some alterations have been made
in some portions of the machinery on
board other vessels, which Lieutenant
Hunter expresses great confidence will
effectually guard against any future de-
rangement of the steam power; this,
however, will require testing, and when
tested will be reported upon. I am, how-
ever, convinced of the accuracy of my
opinion, as expressed in the report of
the late trials, that any failure to an-
swer the anticipations of the depart-
ment, or purposes of the revenue, is at-
tributable mainly to the want of suf-
ficient beam, and the great sacrifice of
sailing qualities in their construction.”

U. S. Revenue Steamer SPENCER
New York, October 1st, 1844.

“,...]I left this port bound to Boston,
by sea on the 24{th ultimo. The ma-
chinery worked well as far as the light
ship, off Sandy Hook, in running which
distance (20 mlles from the Narrows)
the LEGARE beat this vessel 41 min-
utes. Left the Narrows at 1 h 32m p. m.
with the ebb tide, and arrived at the
light ship at 4h Tm p. m. deduct 3 miles
for tide and the distance run (17 miles)
in 2h 37m, will give the speed under
steam 6 28/157 mliles per hour for the
SPENCER; which agrees to a fraction
with previous trials made upon the Hud-
son river., The same distance was made
by the LEGARE in 1h 56m, or 8 92/110
miles per hour., It will be perceived by
the report of the engineer, that as great
a pressure of steam was carried as was
consistent with safety; the boilers, how-
ever, foaming from the want of suf-
ficient height to the steam drum, which
may be corrected.

Having left the lightship, the star-
board wheel soon became useless, the
velocity with which the wheels are re-

quired to revolve (one engine belng out
of line) having melted the ravoivs meral
in the journpals. This is the second the
accident has occurred. An assurance
has been given by the engineers that
this defect may be remedied.

I ran for New London, and repaired
damages. Starting again under a full
head of steam, another accident oc-
curred, which compelled me to take
shelter in Newport; the blow off pipe
having been badly secured, was blown
off, but fortunately, no person was in-
jured. Seeing that no good could re-
sult from any further trial, I determined
to return to this port, as most conven-
ient for making any alterations or re-
pairs which might be deemed necessary.
Took the equinoctial gale, which blew
with great violence from the northward,
and was compelled to run before It
through Long Island sound; the LE-
GARE, having greater gstability under
canvas, and her machinery being In
good condition, took shelter in the har-
bor of New London.”

Captain Fraser concludes the long
list of disasters, by finding fault with
the models, complaining of their lack of
beam by ten feet, and (that) it was a
grave error In allowing the projectors
of two plans of propulsion to control
the models of the hulls. He was aston-
ished that such small wheels should
propel so large a body, at such a rate
of speed, and is convinced that the prin-
ciple has merit. He explains that no
vessel for revenue purposes should ex-
ceed 200 tons, while the steamers, in
question, exceed 400, and the masts and
spars will require great reduction be-
fore they could proceed to sea with safe-
ty. In conclusion, he suggests the pro-
priety of building sailing vesscls, or side
wheel steamers, should any increase of
the service be contemplated.

Steam Journal of the United States
Revenue Steamer SPENCER, A. V.
Fraser, Esq. Commander.

Fired up Tuesday 24th September, in
the harbor of New York at 10h. a. m.;
weighed anchor, and started the engines
at 11.30 a. m. worked off steam at the
Narrows at 12h.30. p. m. left the Nar-
rows in company with the steamer LE-
GARE at 1h 32m. p. m.; arrived at the
lightship at 4h. 9m. p. m. Altogether,
steaming 3h. and 37Tm; coal consumed,
including 900 1bs, used in raising steam,
5 tons 800 Ibs.; pressure of steam on
the boiler from 75 to 80 Ibs. per inch;



each engine averaging, cutting off at 1/3
stroke, from 53 to 54 revolutions; blow-
ers were worked from 350 to 400 revolu-
tions; boilers foaming so as to render it
impossible to work full stroke, or cut
off at 1/2 stroke; found no difficulty in
keeping steam at the above pressure,
but could not steam any longer with-
out cleaning out the furnaces; and the
arches of the boiler having settled,
deemed it prudent not to carry more
than 55 or 60 lbs. per inch on boiler,
until stay or brace bolts were put in to
gsecure them. Thermometer in the en-
gine room averaging 112° Fahrenheit.

Cleaned out the furnaces and started
from light-ship under steam and can-
vas, and arrived at Montauk Point at
945 a. m., next day, anchored at Port
Pond bay 11.28 a. m. steaming 17h. 28m,
Coal consumed, 6 tons 202 1bs.; one en-
gine only working without any effect;
the starboard engine being closely shut
off, the rabbit's metal having melted
out the brasses of main-shaft pillow
block. Detained one hour with belt of
blowing engine cutting off at 1/3 stroke.
Pressure on the boilers, average 45 lbs.
per square inch; numher of revolutions
40.

Engines in order Friday, 27th Septem-
ber. TFired up at 6.20 a. m. at New
London; ship under sail when blowing
off steam, without starting the engines,
under a pressure of 60 lbs. The blow
off pipe leading from the safety valve
blown intc the engine room, the valve
having stuck up, and it being impossibie
to go below and shut it. The belt of
the blowing engine being burned up, was
delayed until evening; the wheels in
tbe meantime being disconnected, the
larboard making from 15 to 20 revolu-
tions, starboard 12.

Fired up 2h. 30m p. m. started the
engines with 12 lbs. of steam per square
inch; after putting on a new gum-
elastic belt on blowing engine, worked
up steam to 45 lbs. the square inch;
took in sail, and steamed into Newport,
and anchored at 7 p. m. Steamed 3h.
30m; coal consumed, including raising
steam, 2 tons, 860 lbs.; revolutions of
engines 45; boilers foaming so as to de-
stroy much of the working effect of the
engines.

Saturday, 28th September. Raised
steam and started from Newport bound
westward, at 2 p. m.; no sail; wind in-
creasing towards night, made sail, and
at 10 p. m. blew a gale; up to this time
(10 p. m.) carried 45 to 50 lbs.; engines
working well, making 48 revolutions.
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After 10 p. m. carried only 35 to 40, and
as low as 20 lbs.; engines making 30 to
35 revolutions. Coal consumed up to 12
p. m., steaming 10h, 3 tons, 129 lbs.

Sunday, 29th September. Gale in-
creasing; engines working well; jour-
nals cool; anchored near Throgs point
at 6 a. m. Steam carried last 6 hours,
30 lbs.; 35 revolutions. Coal consumed,
2 tons, 92 1bs.

Monday, 30th September. Raised
steam, and started the engine at 10 a.
m.; wind ahead, and without sail; an-
chored at New York at 12h. 45m. p. m.;
carrying from 40 to 45 lbs. pressure on
the boiler; 42 to 45 revolutions; steamed

2h. 45m. Coal and steaming, and to
raise steam, 2 tons, 248 Ibs.
Steamed 43 h. 20 minutes. Coal con-

sumed 21 tons, 231 Ibs,
WM. W. WOOD.
Chief Engineer, U. S. Rev. Steamer
SPENCER.

Capt. A. V. Fraser.

The chief engineer further reports
that he ‘“‘Deems it necessary to state
that the machinery on board the SPEN-
CER, or a part of it, is not in such sit-
uation as to render it fit for service.
Some alterations are essentially neces-
sary, as well as some repairs, arising
from such parts being so constructed
as to wear and give way after a few
hours working of the engines.

The steps of the water wheel shafts
have given away, as before. The plan
of steam stop, or throttle valve, is such
as to render them wuseless in working
the engines; it being impossible to open
them at times, under a pressure of 50
Ibs. per square inch on the boiler.

I would likewise recommend an ad-
dition to the steam chimney, so as to
work dry steam, and more efiectually
do away with the foaming, by enlarging
the steam room in the boilers.

I think it likewise necessary to put
on branch pipes, so as to lead or con-
duct the water from the hold of the mid-
dle section of the vessel by the pumps
of engines, thereby making them serve
as bilge pumps when necessary.

In making the addition to the steam
chimney, the steam pipes would have

‘to be lengthened likewise, so as to take

the steam from within a few inches of
the top. The exhaust pipes would have
to lengthened likewise. The blowing en-
gine should likewise take the steam
from the steam chimney, instead of
from the shell of the boiler, as at pres-
ent, The consequence is, at present,
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that when the vessel has a list the en-
gine makes water.

The arches of the boiler have settled,
and requlre, as well as its other parts,
to be strengthened by additional stay-
bolts.”

It is but fair to state that In the above
trlal, the LEGARE had been afloat three
months, affording her an opportunlty
to have the machinery worn down and
running smoothly, while in the case of
the SPENCER, it was her first trip.

Captain Fraser further states. “To ac-
commodate a low pressure engine, boiler,
and fuel for ten days, forty feet in
length, with the whole beam and depth
of the vessel, would be required; there
by leaving but the two ends, when the
beam is reduced, for the accommoda-
tion of officers and crew, provisions,
water, and other stores, and subjecting
the crew, whenever employed in warm
climates, to a temperature, in the berth
deck, destructive to comfort and detri-
mental to health; besides which, as the
center of the vessel is occupied by the
machinery, the position of the masts
requisite to insure sailing qualities is
interfered with. I am, therefore, fully
confirmed in the opinion that it is to
the interests of the government, not
to attempt to combine the two powers of
wind and steam in vessels of such small
dimensions.

One great objection to the use of both
these plans of propulsion is the impos-
sibility of repairing any derangement
of the propeller or wheels without the
facilities of a floating or dry dock, or
a marine railway. During the short
gpace of time that the SPENCER and
LEGARE have been afloat, they have
been taken out of the water twice—the
LEGARE from having broken her pro-
peller; and the SPENCER once, in coxa-

sequence of a disarrangement of the
steps of the wheels. In the latter case,
the amount expended for repalrs dld not
exceed two hundred, while the cost for
docking amounted to nearly one thou-
sand dollars.”

The only argument that could be used
in favor of the submerged wheels was
that they were placed out of the reach
of shot. Side wheel steamers enjoyed
the greatest popularity and attained
the highest rate of speed.

A series of trial trips now ensued,
covering a number of months, but Lieu-
tenant Hunter’s plan could not be made
to work with the sllghtest prospect of
success, and his submerged wheels were
removed, and two propellers invented
by Captain Loper substituted. Experi-
mental trial trips were again resorted
to and during the continuance of one of
them, the Vice President of the United
States, Hon. C. J. Ingersoll, Commodore
Elljott, Captain Gauntt, U. S. N, a com-
mittee of the Franklin Institute, and
several other prominent gentlemen in-
terested in steam navigation were pres-
ent.

Proposals for the supply of coal were
solicited by advertisements, and numer-
ous bids received. The lowest bids ac-
cepted were asg follows:

Bituminous coal at mouth of Mis-
sissippi, $5 per ton; at Key West
$7.8715; at New York, anthracite, $4.75;
at Boston, $5.871;; at Oswego, $5.95;
to be delivered free from expense to
the government. The consumption of
coal was estimated on an average, while
steaming at 34 of a ton per hour, or 9
tons per diem, for each vessel; and it
was recommended that a deposit of 500
tons be made at each of the above men-
tioned places, sufficient for 12 months’
supply.



CHAPTER VIII

CREATION OF ENGINEER CORPS—SOME TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF STEAM VESSELS, 1843-1846

Captain Howard, general superintend-
ent of steamer construction—Presi-
dential objections overridden by Sen-
ate—Bill of March 3d, 1845, creating
Engineer Corps—Chief Engineers and
Assistant Engineers first commissioned
—Regulations for the Engineer Corps—
Experiences with the LEGARE, SPEN-
CER and BIBB—Captain Fraser's re-
port—The Stevens’ ‘Cut-Off”—Machin-
ery of DALLAS, McLANE, JEFFER-
SON, and POLK—Expenditures for iron
steamers, 1843-49—The end of the BIBB,
SPENCER, McLANE, DALLAS, JEF-
FERSON and WALKER — Captain
Fraser's comments on these “ill advised
experiments” — Lighthouse Establish-
ment assigned to the Revenue Marine
Service—The Revenue Marine Bureau in
1844—The U. S. R. C. ERIE saved by
the U. 8. S. MICHIGAN—Revenue Laws
extended to Texas—Seven revenue ves-
sels under Captain Webster, assigned to
the Army of Occupation of Texas—In-
structions to Captain Webster.

CONGRESS adjourned without legis-
lating upon the appoinfment of en-
gineers, or fixing their compensation,
and it was found necessary in order to
have a proper control exercised over the
macliinery and boilers under construe-
tion, to make temporary appointments,
trusting to their confirmations by Con-
gress. Men of ability and practical
knowledge were selected.

The bill which was before Congress
at the last session, was only delayed
in its final passage for want of time:
no opposition having been made in
elther house. The amount of compen-
salion asked for the grades was but two-
thirds of that allowed to similar of-
ficers in the Navy, while the duties and
responsibiiities, devolving upon each
were the same.

The officer bhaving a general superin-
tendence of the construction of the
steamers (Capt. W. A Howard) was
instructed to go Into the market and
purchase the supplies and outfits, from
dealers who would furnish the best ar-
ticles at the lowest prices. A fair com-
petition was invited, and the lowest
bids accepted. The marine paint, in-
vented by Mr. Coston, from which so
much had been expected, was used on
the bottoms of the LEGARE and SPEN-
CER, and although it prevented oxida-
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tion, barnacles and shells accumulated
with such speed, as to seriously inter-
fere with their speed. They were con-
tingencies, that the ‘‘young and enter-
prising chemist of our own country”
had not reckoned upon.

Fifty feet in the body of the vessels
were occupied by machinery and not-
withstanding that a current of air was
constantly forced into the engine room
by a blower placed in the hatchway, the
thermometer frequently ranged from
120° to 130° Fahrenheit. But six days’
fuel could be carried, and the principal
part of that above the water line. The
BIBB built at Pittsburgh, was 400 tons
and upwards; and in order to find space
for the machinery, the captain’'s cabin
had to be removed to the spar deck.

Regarding the bullding of steam cut-
ters, the President sent the following
communication to the Senate:

To the Senate of the United States:

I herewith return the bill entitled
“An act relating to revenue cutters and
steamers,” with the following objections
to its becoming a law.

The Executive has found it necessary,
and esteemed it important to the public
interests, to direct the building of two
revenue boats, to be propelled by wind
or steam, as occasion may require; the
one for the coast of Georgia, and the
other for Mobile bay, to be used as de-
spatch vessels if necessary. The models
bave been furnished by the Navy De-
partment, and side wheels have been
ordered as being best tested, and least
liable to failure. The one boat is di-
rected to be built at Richmond, Va.;
the other at Pittsburgh, Pa.; and con-
tracts have been regularly entered into
for their construction. The contractors
have made and are making all necessary
arrangements In procuring materials
and sites for buildings, etc., etc, and
have doubtlessly been at considerahle
expense jn the necessary preparations
for completing their engagements. It
was no part of the intention of the Sen-
ate, in originating bill, I am well con-
vinced, to violate the sanctity contracts
regularly entered into by the Govern-
ment. The language of the act, neverthe-
less, Is of a character to produce, in all
probability, that effect. Its language is,
“that no revenue cutter or revenue
steamer shall hereafter be built (ex-



68

cepting such as are now In the course
of building or equipment), nor pur-
chased, unless an appropriation be first
made by law therefor.” The building
of the two cutters under contract can-
not be said properly to have commenced,
although preparations have been made
for building; but even if the construc-
tlon be ambiguous it is better that all
ambiguity should be removed, and thus
the hazard of violating the pledged faith
of the country be removed along with it.
I am free to confess, that, existing
contracts being guarded and protected,
the law to operate in future would be
regarded as both prorer and wise.
With these objectlons, I return the
bill to the House in which it originated,
for its final constitutional action.”
John Tyier.
Washington, February 20th, 1843.

On March 3d, 1845, the Senate took
the following action. *The President
of the United States having returned to
the Senate, in which it originated, the
bill entitled “an act relating to Revenue
Cutters and steamers, with his objec-
tions thereto, the Senate proceeded in
pursuance of the Constitution to recon-
sider, and

Resolved, That the said bill do pass,
two-thirds of the Senate agreeing to
pass the same.”
Attest: Asbury Dickins,
Secretary of the Senate.

The following were also passed, the
same day, viz 3d March, 1845:

‘“The President, by and with the like
advice and consent, may appoint six
engineers, to be employed in the revenue
service of the United States; and the
Secretary of the Treasury may appoint
six assistant engineers, to be employed
in the like service; one engineer and
one assistant to be assigned to each
steamer in the said service, if the same
shall be deemed necessary by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, who shall pre-
geribe the duties to be performed by
Baid officers respectively. Each of the
sald engineers shall be entitled to re-
ceive the same pay as now is, or here-
after may be, by law, allowed to first
lieutenants in the revenue service; each
assistant engineer shall be entitled to re-
ceive the same pay that now Is, or here-
after may be, by law, allowed to third
lieutenants in said service.

No Revenue Cutter or steamer shall
hereafter be bullt (except such as are
now in the course of building and equip-

ment) nor purchased unless an appro-
priation be first made, by law, therefor.

No person to be appointed to the of-
fice of Captain, first, second and third
lieutenants of any revenue cutter, who
does not adduce competent proof of
proficiency and skiil in seamanship
and navigation.”

The engineers first commlssioned and
appointed in the Revenue Marine, were
as follows:

*Chief Enginecers

1 W. W. Luke—May 4th, 1844—Pitts-
burgh—Steamer G. M. BIBB.

2. P, H. Bonham—May 4th, 1844—Os-
wego—Steamer JEFFERSON.

3. James Wright—>May 17th, 1844—
Boston—Steamer McLANE.
4, Charles French—DMay 31st, 1344—

Buffalo—Steamer DALLAS.
5, Thos. W. Farron—OQct. 15th, 1844—
New York—Steamer LEGARE.

Assistant Engineers

1. J. Bush Hays—May 4, 1844—Pitts-
burgh—Steamer G. M. BIBB.

2. John Dougherty—>May 4th, 1844—
New York—Steamer LEGARE.
3. Jacob F. Wilson—D>May 4th, 1844—

Buffalo—Steamer DALLAS.

4, James Turnbuil—>May 4th, 1844—
Boston—Steamer McLANE.

5. Robert N. Stewart—D>ay T7th, 1844
—Oswego—=Steamer JEFFERSON.

6. Henry Hoff—OQct. 15th, 1844—New
York—Steamer SPENCER.

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR TIHE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE ENGINEERS EMPLOYED IN
THE U. S. REVENUE MaRINE.

In order to prevent any misunder-
standing as to rank, privileges, etc., the
following regulations are prescribed, un-
til a revision of the General Regulations
shall be made, and detailed ruies for
the Government of the Engineers shall
be thereto appended

Article 1—It is to be distinctly un-
derstood that no Engineer shall exercise
any authority over a commissioned sea
or deck officer, nor shall the vessel un-
der any circumstances be left in their
charge.

Article 2—The Engineers are bound
to render obedience to the officer of the
deck, whether it be the Third Lieuten-
ant or commander.

Article 3—In the distribution of state
rooms, the Flrst Lleutenant will occupy

*The first officers in the Revenue Ma-
rine Service to be confirmed, by the Sen-
ate.



the starboard after omne, and the Chief
Engineer the larboard one; the Second
Lieutenant the next on the starboard
side, and the third lieutenant that on the
larboard side; the Assistant Engineer
the starboard room forward, apd the
pilot (when one is employed), that on
the larboard side.

Article 4—The Chief Engincer—It is
the duty of the Chief Engineer to see
that the engines and all matters con-
nected with his department are always
in order for immediate use; that no
combustibles are kept in exposed situa-
tions in the engine room. He will keep
a regular journal; noting the correct
time steamed—the number of revolu-
tions made—speed-—quantity of coal con-
sumed each day, different kinds com-
pared—and in fact, everything worthy
of noting in his department. A copy of
the journal he will deliver to the com-
mander on the first day of each month,
to be transmitted to this Department.
In these duties he will be assisted by
the Assistant Engineer, who will be sub-
ject to his orders, He will make daily
reports to the Commander of the condi-
tion of all matters connected with his
department,

Article 5—The Assistant Enginecr.
He will, under the orders of the Chief
Engineer, render to that officer, all the
aid in his power to enforce the forego-
ing articles; and in the absence of the
Chief Engineer, the duties therein will
devolve upon him, and he will be re-
sponsible for their execution.

Article 6—When not steaming, and
their services not required in the engine
room, the services of the fireman, coal
heavers, etc., must be rendered on deck,
if required by the deck officer, to trim
sails, wash decks, etc.

Article 7T—The Engineers, firemeu,
coal heavers, etc., will be held subject
to the General Regulations for the gov-
ernment of the service.

Article 8—Uniform—The dress of the
Chief Engineer will be the same as the
First Lieutenant’s omitting the epaulet
and strap, and with the addition of the
Treasury arms, embroidered in gold on
each side of the collar. Assistant En-
gineers same as Third Lieutenants,
omitting the epaulet and strap, and with
the addition of the Treasury arms em-
broidered in silver on each side of the
collar.

R. J. Walker,
Secretary of the Treasury.
Treasury Department, March, 1845.
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Experiments testing the relative
merits of the different modes of propul-
sion continued, with little or no satis-
factory results. Of the six steamers
originally contracted for, four were con-
structed upon the plan of Lieutenant
Hunter, and two upon that of Captain
Ericsson. Those gentlemen furnished
the plans of the machinery and also
controlled the model of the hulls.

The LEGARE, built by the Messrs.
Schuyler, at New York, and constructed
upon the plan of Captain Ericsson, was
the first placed in commission. After
baving made a series of experimental
trips in the vicinity of New York, and
thence to the Chesapeake Bay, she was
assigned to the coast of Florida. But a
few months of cruising elapsed, when
an unexpected derangement of the ma-
chinery compelled the vessel to return
to the north for repairs., At Philadel-
phia, the bottom was examined and
found to be covered with long grass,
shells and barpacles, in some places sev-
eral inches thick. The propeller had
been once broken, and after the requisite
repairs, the steamer resumed her sta-
tion. She was officered as follows:
Capt. H. B. Nones, D, Ottinger, first lieu-
tenant; Nicholas Austin, second lieuten-
ant; E. T. Hyatt, third lieutenant; Thos.
W. Faron, chief engineer; John Dough-
erty, assistant engineer.

The SPENCER was the second steam-
er to go into commission in the Revenue
Marine Service. She was built at the
West Point Foundry Association, upon
Hunter’s plan, and after a long series
of experimental trips, and large outlay
in alterations from the original plan,
the submerged wheels were removed,
and two of Loper’s propellers substi-
tuted. She was ordered to duty in the
New York station. The original en-
gines were utilized for the new propel-
ler, but neither the hull nor machinery
was adapted to its use. She was finally
laid up at Philadelphia, a survey held
upon her, and a recommendation made
that she be supplied with two low pres-
sure engines with side wheels. This
vessel was officered as follows: Cap-
tain , John McGowan first lieu-
tenant, J. T. Stoneall gecond lieutenant,
E. C. Kennedy third lieutenant, chief
engineer , Henry Hoff assistant
engineer,

The Bibb

The BIBB was another production of
Hunter’s and built by Messrs. Freeman,
Knap and Tottien, at Pittsburgh, Upon
completion she was ordered to the Gulf
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of Mexico. Shortly after leaving Pltts-
burgh, the packing in the wheel cases
was destroyed, causing the vessel to
leak so seriously that it became neces-
sary to run her ashore. The position
of the wheels rendered all efforts to
stop the leak useless, and assistance
from thg shore had to be procured. By
the aid of powerful pumps the new
steamer was floated, and a river steam-
er towed the ‘“experiment” to Cincln-
natl. Had the accident happened at
sea the vessel and all hands would have
gone to the bottom. Orders were given
to haul her out, remove the submerged
wheels, fill up the sides, and carry her
to New Orleans,

The object which was considered of
the greatest Importance—that of secur-
ing the successful working of the new
vessels under canvas, appears to have
been entirely neglected and overlooked,
the last requisite thought necessary to
attain. Had this Important require-
ment been attended to, and the engines
and machinery had proved unsatisfac-
tory, they could have been removed,
and the hulls still preserved for the use
of the Government. From the time of
their operation to the close of their {ll-
fated career, they were a constant
source of expenditure and trouble, the
visionary products of confident inven-
tors.

Fraser Reports

Captain Fraser in a report states, “I
feel great reluctance even in opinion,
to condemn either plan, and am well
aware of the amount of interested In-
fluence with which I may have to con-
tend. But, impelled by a sense of duty
to the government, as well as to the
interests of the service of which I am
a member, T am consstrained to assert,
most emphatically, that all those al-
ready constructed have, in practice,
fallen far short of the anticipations
which, from previous reports and the
assurances of the projectors, the Hon-
orable Secretary, under whose direc-
tion they were constructed, had full
reason to entertain. And at the same
time the expenditure, consequent upon
errors, alterations, etc., has greatly ex-
ceeded all the estimates given. The of-
ficers of the service remonstrated
against the Introduction of models
which they were assured, by the opin-
fons of experienced shipwrights as well
as their own observations, must fail;
but the opposing influence was irresist-
ible. Had good sailing models been
adopted, a failure in the steam power

would have been comparatively trifling;
as it Is, I do not hesitate to assert that
not one of them could be worked from
a lee shore, in a fresh gale and sea way,
without the use of steam; nor has
either sufficlent beam by eight or ten
feet to sustain her under a press of
canvas. The dimensions, one hundred
and forty-flve feet long, twenty-three
feet extreme beam, and nine feet
draught, for sailing vessels, be ridiculed
by naval architects, particularly when
a large portion of the bearings on
either side are removed for the accom-
modation of the wheels.”

“The Cut of”

The “Cut off,” adopted on the steam-
ers was ““Stevens.” Sickles was strong-
ly recommended, and received the in-
dorsements of Stittman, Allen & Co.,
Wm. M. Ellis, Chief Engineer, U. S.
Navy Yard, Washington, and Chas. H.
Haswell. U. S. N. The agent of Sickles
and Cook demanded two thousand for
each vessel supplied, while that of
“Stevens” was secured for twelve hun-
dred and fifty dollars.

The DALLAS was another of Hunt-
er’'s submerged wheel affairs, and was
altered by filling up the hollow sides.
The engines had three feet stroke, and
her speed, with a cumbersome and ob-
jectionable model, can easily be sur-
mised.

The McLANE also, owed its miser-
able existence to the genius (?) of Lieu-
tenant Hunter. Upon the recommenda-
tion of Captain Howard, she was al-
tered by applying Hunter’s engines to
side wheels. The position of the en-
gines was not disturbed, and the motion
was acquired by cog-wheel gearing.
This vessel was the greatest failure and
btunder of the whole fleet, having
neither speed, stability, or capacity for
carrying fuel.

The JEFFERSON was designed by
Captain Erlcsson, and crulsed actively
on Lake Ontario. The original propel-
ler having been broken, one of Loper’s
was substituted, and her performances
won the approbation of her commander.
The LEGARE, constructed after the
same plans, and under the same super-
tendence proved to be the most serv-
Iceable of them all. She was employed
actively for two years, a portion of the
time in the Gulf of Mexico, when the
boiler was burned out, and she was or-
dered to Richmond, Va., for examin-
ation.

The POLK and WALKER, which were



contracted for, and building previous
to the passage of the act of Congress
of the 3d of March, 1845, completes the
st of stupendous and costly blunders
fostered in the Revenue Marine Serv-
ice.

The POLK was launched and turned
over to the Navy, ordered to proceed
to the Gulf of Mexico, and after having
been several days at sea returned, leak-
ing badly. Upon examination it was
found that the sponsons, which were
placed under the guards, had not been
properly secured, and in consequence
the water found its way into the body
of the vessel. The cruise was aban-
doned, the vessel returned to the rev-
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enue marine and allowed to lie at the
Navy Yard, New York. The POLK, from
her dimensions, was not sufficiently
buoyant to carry her machinery safely,
and was worthless as a steamer. Her
machinery was afterwards transferred
to the JEFFERSON, and canvas sub-
stituted in place of steam. The WALK-
ER was transferred to the Coast Sur-
vey in February, 1848.

Ezxpenditures wupon iron revenue
steamers, including construction, alter-
ations, sails, Tigging, armament, furni-
ture and outfits of every description,
commencing in April, 1843 and termin-
ating January, 1849.

Names UP”"PI Whose | Where Built By Whom Amount Remarks
an
McLANE Hunter's Boston Cyrus Alger $83,338.69 altering to side-wheels
DALLAS Hunter’s Buffalo Stitmann-Stratton 82,952.23|altering to side-wheels
0.

LEGARE Ericsson’s New York R. & G. L. Schuyler 90.307.15| Finished

SPENCER Hunter’s West Point |West Point Foundry| 105,013.10| Finished
Association

JEFFERSON Ericsson’s Oswego Freema}lr_t, Knap & { 100,945.25| Altered to Loper’s

otten plan
BIBB Hunter's Pittsburgh Freeman, Knap & | 145,604.13] Altering at Cincinnati
Totten
WALKER Side-wheels Pittsburgh J. Tomlinson 2,482.51|Under construction
POLK Side-wheels Richmond R. Anderson 9,979.94|Under construction
$620,621.00

NOTE: The above sum includes $2,314.28 paid to Lieut. Hunter for services of draughtsman,
and $1,003.76 for his own travelling cxpenses; and $1,092.37 paid to Captain Ericsson for furnish-

ing drawings, no traveling expenses charged.

An examination of the above figures,
and a perusal of the estimate for an
iron revenue steamer, submitted in his
report of January 9th, 1844 must have
occasioned something more than a feel-
ing of chagrin and mortification on the
part of the officer in charge of the Bu-
reau, and who so confidently predicted
the success and superiority of the iron
craft. The ultimate fate of the steam
Revenue Marine blunders may be brief-
ly dlsposed of as follows:

The BIBB was used some years in
the coast survey. The SPENCER was
utilized as a light ship at the entrance
of Hampton Roads. The McLANE per-
formed the same duty at Ship Island
Shoal, Gulf of Mexlco, The DALLAS,
costing the Government $82,952.23 was
taken from lake Erie to New York, and
sold for $3,000. The JEFFERSON was
Jost in the Straits of Magellan. The
WALKER was run down and foundered
off Barnegat. The POLK was changed
into a barque, and after a time was used
at San Francisco as a marine hospital.

ALEX. V., FRASER,
Captain, U. S. Revenue Marine.

She was sold out of the service, and
purchased by Daniel Gibb, Esq.,, who
eventually sold her foreign.

Captailn Fraser, December 14th, 18486,
says “For the great outlay which has
been the result of these ill advised ex-
periments, the present administration is
in nowise responsible—nor is the rev-
enue marine, upon which much of the
odium of these wretched fallures has
unjustly fallen, in the slightest degree
accountable for their projection or ex-
ecution. Its officers, with an exception,
were not consulted; and tbat opme has
had sufficient opportunity to test, prac-
tically, the utter failure of the plans
and the lasting injury which not only
the service of which he is a member,
but the cause of steam navigation for
naval purposes in this country has sus-
tained, through the hasty and jll ad-
vised measures which he advocated. The
before mentioned officer was detailed to
accompany the steamer UNION on a
cruise from Norfolk to Boston, and his
report, now upon the filles of the depart-
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ment, represents the speed, under can-
vass alone, as equal to that of “any
pilot boat”; and the steaming qualities
“incomparable.” Under these assur-
ances, and reposing confldence in the
judgment and professional knowledge
of those by whose advice the Honor-
able Secretary was governed, the ves-
sels were commenced in the summer of
1843.

The projectors were allowed to carry
their plans into execution, without in-
terference or restraint; and in those
propelled by Hunter's submerged wheel,
the arrangements of the machinery
were placed under the direction of the
engineer department of the Navy; and
all the odium or censure should attach
itself alone to those by whom the de-
partment was misled. Remonstrance
wag made by those who were best quall-
fied to judge, but it came too late; the
contracts liad been eatered into; and I
will venture the assertlon that there
was not one of those who contracted to
execute the work, who did not from
the first anticipate a failure. The re-
sult of all the experiments since made
have confirmed their anticipations, and
the vessels have been a constant source of
expenditure, in alterations and repairs,
since their launching, with no service
worthy of mention as an offset.

The amount which has thus been ex-
pended would have provided, fully
armed, equipped, manned, and pro-
visioned, no less than twenty-eight brigs
of two hundred and fifty tons, a fleet
which would have formed a cordon from
one end of the coast to the other; and
a class of vessels which could have kept
the sea at all seasons of the year; have
rendered efficient service in protecting
the revenue, as well as in affording re-
lief, and would have been maintained
at an expense comparatively trifling.

I have been thus prolix on this sub-
ject, for the purpose of placing it be-
fore Congress in its true and proper
character; and with a desire to relieve
the officers of the revenue marine from
the mortification and unjust imputations
under which they have suffered. In do-
ing so, I am fully aware of what I am
to expect from those whose interests
are interfered with, and that the most
insiduous means will again be used to
miglead Congress on the subject of the
revenue marine. But I have two points
of duty to perform; the first to the gov-
ernment, the other to the service of
which I am a member; and both of
which shall be performed to the utmost
of my ability, irrespective of all con-

sequences.” He refers to what the serv-
ice has accomplished in the past, the
gkill and gallantry displayed by Cap-
tain H. B. Nones, his officers and crew,
In the attack upon Tobasco, and attest-
ed by the official despatches of Com-
modore Perry and Carver. The defense
of the Revenue cutter SURVEYOR in
the war of 1812, and other exploits dur-
ing that period; the capture of several
piratical vessels by Captain Jackson and
others, and the testimony of Commo-
dore Dallas of the efficient service ren-
dered by the revenue cutters co-operat-
ing with his command In Florida.
“These,” he says, “are but a few of the
acts upon which the officers look back
with pride and satisfaction and are not
enumerated vauntingly but as an act of
justice to a service which has suffered
much from jealousy and misrepresenta-
tion, and which until Congress, by the
act prohibiting any further increase in
the number of vessels without its spe-
cial authority, has been made the un-
willing vehicle through which every
experimentalist in steam or naval arch-
itecture sought to introduce, at the pub-
lic expense, plans which had either been
denounced in their inception, or aban-
doned after trial by practical men.

Connected with the welfare of the of-
ficers, there is one more subject to
which I would respectfully refer. On
board of the revenue vessels no author-
ity is given, under any circumstances,
to employ medical aid, even when called
upon to cooperate with the Navy. The
officers and crew are exposed to the same
casualties, without being provided with
any medical assistance; and there are
now living npon the cold charities of
the world, several men who have lost
1imbs in the service by frost during the
winter, or other casualties, in the ex-
ecution of their duty, when beyond the
reach of assistance from the shore.
However meritorious the cause which
has deprived them of the means of gain-
ing a livelihood, no pension is provided,
nor any other refuge left them than the
almshouse affords.”

The total expenditures of the service
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1848,
amounted to $501,532.24; of which $328.-
107.61, was expended in fulfilment of
contracts entered into prior to March
4, 1845, on account of the construction
and maintenance of the worthiess steam-
ers, and for which the falth of the gov-
ernment was pledged.

On the 19th of November, 1842, the
Department issued instructions {imiting
and curtailing articles intended for use



in cabins and ward-rooms of revenue
cutters. The custom had led to extra-
vagance and wasteful disbursements of
the public money, and for the cabin the
following modest list was authorized,
viz.: 1 mahogany table, 4 cane seat
stools, one oil cloth carpet; ward-room
the same, with two additional stools.
Lights were allowed, and north of
Charleston, sheet fron stoves were fur.
nished. The extra compensation before
granted to officers on construction duty
was cut off, and the custom of present-
ing separate accounts for pay forbidden.
It was required that the names of all
officers should appear on the payrolls.
March 25th, 1843, it was decreed, that
Captains in the Revenue Cutter Service,
when detaijled for duty on shore should
be entitled to receive, as a commuta-
tion for quarters and fuel, at the rate
of 324 per month; and for the pay and
rations of a servant performing the duty
of a steward, at the rate of $15 per
month. Any other commissioned officer
to receive $12 per month and $5 per
month for a servant doing the duty of a
steward. Ten cents per mile was allow-
ed for traveling expenses when travel-
ing under orders.

In 1845

The following order was published
February 19th, 1845:

Treasury Department.

Sir: The Light-house Establishment
having been assigned to the Revenue
Marine Bureau, attached to this De-
partment, all reports and communica-
tions upon that subject will hereafter
be addressed to the officer in charge of
that bureau, under cover to the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, instead of the
Fifth Auditor; and all collectors will
have the superintendence of the light-
houses, light-boats, buoys and beacons,
in their respective districts.

Very respectfully, your obedient ser-
vant,
George M. Bibb,
Secretary of the Treasury.

On March 18th, 1845, the cocked hat
and decoration in front of the cap be.
ing deemed superfluous by Secretary R.
J. Walker, was by his order dispensed
with.

On June 4th, 1845, commanding of-
ficers were forbidden to fire salutes, ex-
cept upon the occasions specified by the
Regulations, unless ordered by special
directions from the Department.
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In 1846 William Handy, third lieuten-
ant, U. S. Revenue Marine was ordered
to Washington for special duty in the
Bureau. He never returned to active
cruising duty, and afterwards became
Chief of the Bureau.

Revenue Marine Bureau

In 1844, the revenue boats attached
to the different collection districts, were
placed under the supervision of the
Revenue Marine Bureau, numbering one
hundred and forty-nine, varying from
two oared skiffs to half decked sail
boats. There were also three small
sailing boats commanded by officers of
the Revenue Marine. The VETO sta-
tioned at Castine, Maine, and command-
ed by first lleutenant S. C. Foss; AC-
TIVE at Sackett’s Harbor, commanded
by first lleutenant Caleb Prouty; and
the INGHAM at St. Mary’s, commanded
by first lieutenant Levi C. Harby. The
revenue boat VIGILANT, built for the
purpose of cruising in shoal water, ad-
jacent to the mouth of the Mississippl
river, was placed in charge of an in-
spector with express orders not to leave
his station, but in disobedience to in-
structlons he went in quest of runaway
slaves, and was blown out of the har-
bor of Key West, in the hurricane of
October 4th and 5th, and all hands, ex-
cept two seamen, were lost.

The use of Colt's waterproof cart.
ridges were introduced in 1844 into the
service. Experiments were made on
board of one of the cutters, by a com-
mittee of the officers of the army and
navy, at the request of the American
Institute, and the following facts estab-
lished: That the cost does not exceed
that of the ordinary flannel cylinder;
that they are perfectly impervious to
moisture, even when immersed in wa-
ter several days; that no danger of pre-
mature explosion exists; and that tne
gun will not foul from repeated charges.

In 1845, in addition to the steamers,
before referred to, there were employed
thirteen schooners, varying from ninety
to one hundred and fifty toms. The
whole coast of North Carolina, and a
portion of South Carolina was entirely
unguarded, except by a few small row-
boats, employed under the direction of
the collectors. The revenue cutter
formerly stationed there had been con-
demned, and never replaced. A recom-
mendation was made to have a vessel
built or purchased of not greater di-
mensions than eighty tons for the in-
Iand navigation of that coast.
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List of vessels in the Revenue Service, with their tonnage armament and where

employed.
Names Tonnage Armament Where employed
McLANE, Stm’r 368 4.32 pdrs. & 1 long 18 pdr. pivat Texas
SPENCER, “ 398 4,12 pdrs. iron 1 long 18 pdr. pivot | Texas
1.9 pdr. brass & 1.12 pdr, brass
LEGARE, " 364 1 long 18 pdr. iron & 2.4 pdrs. brass Texas
JEFFERSON, * 343 1 long 18 pounder Oswego
BIBB, - 409 1 long 18 pdr. iron & 4.32 pdr. iron Not completed
DALLAS, - 391 1 long 18 pdr. Not completed
POLK, = — 1 long & 2 short 32 pdrs. intended | Now constructing
armament
WALKER, *“ — 1 long & 2 short 32 pdrs. intended | Now constructing
armament
ALERT, Sch’'ner 120 2,12 pdrs. 2.4 pdrs. & 2.3 pounders Coast of Maine frontier
MORRIS, iy 112 6.6 pounders Texas
HAMILTON, * 112 4.6 pounders Coast of Mass.
JACKSON, ¢ 112 2.12 pounders Coast of Rhode Island
EWING S 170 6.12 pounders Texas
IE, £ 65 1.18 pdr., & 1.6 pdr. Lake Erie
FORWARD, *“ 150 4.9 pounders Texas
TANEY, = 112 6.12 pounders Coast of Virginia
MADISON, “ 112 6.12 pounders Chesapeake Bay
VAN BUREN, “ 112 4.12 pounders Texas
CRAWFORD, ** 90 4.12 pounders Coast of Georgia
WOLCOTT, “ %0 4.12 pounders Molile Bay
WOODBURY, “ 115 4.12 pds. and 1.6 pdr. pivot Texas

A Small Service

Considering the extended character of
the sea coast, as well as the lake shores,
the force employed in the service at
this time was extremely small. Several
of the vessels were old and required
extensive repairs, while officers and
men, during the inclement months, were
required to cruise constantly within a
limited distance from the coast, pro-
vided with the means of affording
succor and relief, by furnishing men as
well as provisions to distressed ma-
riners. This duty was one embracing
great privation and hardships, as well
as exposure; and taken in connection
with the small uncomfortable class of
vessels then in use, rendered the life of
officers in the revenue marine anything
but luxurious or pleasant.

The regulation providing for ex-
aminations for candidates to promotion
stimulated the officers to renewed ex.
ertions in improving their professional
qualifications;, and many an hour, before
devoted to frivolity or idleness, was now
given to study and an earnest effort
to extend their general knowledge of
geamanship and navigation. The bread
of idleness was unknown on board a
revenue cutter, and an improved and
healthy tone spread rapidly through
the subordinate grades.

It was recommended to increase the
pay of petty officers to thirty-five dol-
lars per month, as it was found ex-
tremely difficult to fill vacancles on ac-
count of the pittance allowed by the act

of March 2, 1799, and which had not
been increased since that period.

The revenue schooner ERIE, stationed
upon Lake Erie, was stranded at Con-
neaut during a gale in November, and
would have proved a total loss but for
the prompt services of the United States
naval steamer MICHIGAN. When re-
pairs became necessary, the Department
appointed suitable persons to hold the
survey and determine upon the extent
of the same. Wardens of the port, in-
spectors of the underwriters, associated
with intelligent shipwrights were gen-
erally selected for the purpose.

The winter cruising orders for 1842
contained for the first time instructions
to the commanders to receive on board
supplies of clothing or other articles
should they be furnished by the under-
writers. The tracks made during the
winter cruising months, with soundings,
quality of the bottom, together with all
vessels boarded, relleved, etc.,, were or-
dered to be recorded and forwarded to
the Department at the expiration of the
season,

On May 19th, 1846, the following order
was promulgated to Capt. John A.
Webster, U. S. Revenue Marine.

Strictly Confidential

Treasury Department
May 19th, 1846.
Sir:
The Revenue laws of the United States
having been extended over the state of
Texas, and war with the Republic of



Mexico existing, it is deemed advisable
to concentrate a number of Revenue
vessels between the Rio Grande, or Rio
del Norte, and the Mississippi Rivers,
which at the same time shall attend
to their legitimate duties, by keeping
a vigilant eye over the interests of the
Revenue, and be held in readiness to
cooperate with the other branches of
the public service, by employing the
force on board, as may be directed. With
this view, the President has directed
the Revenue Steamers McLANE, SPEN-
CER and LEGARE, and schooners
WOODBURY, EWING, FORWARD,
and VAN BUREN, be assigned to that
service and placed under the direction
of the Commanding General of the Army
of Occupation for the purpose of con-
veying men, supplies, or intelligence, to
and from such points as he may direct,
and should necessity require, of aiding
with the forces employed on board in
prosecuting the war.

Acknowledged Zeal and Ability

It, therefore, becomes necessary that
a captain of acknowledged ability, in-
telligence, and zeal, be appointed to
control, under the direction of the com-
manding general, of this Department,
the movements of the Revenue vessels.
With this view, in consideration of the
seniority of your commission, your
promptness in volunteering your serv-
ices, the confidence reposed in your dis-
cretion, and above all in consideration
of the gallantry displayed by you during
the late war, you have been selected for
that duty. You will, therefore, leave
the schooner JACKSON in command of
the first lieutenant and repair first to
New London, New York, and Wilming-
ton, Delaware, and should the EWING,
SPENCER and FORWARD, not yet have
sailed, you will urge their commanders
the necessity of the utmost dispatch.
Thence you will repair by the most di-
rect route to New Orleans, communicat-
ing with the Collector of Customs of that
place, who will have instructions rela-
tive to the deposit of fuel, provisions,
ete.

The vessels have been directed to
rendezvous at the mouth of the Mis-
sissippi river.

On their arrival, and bhaving per-
formed such duty as may be required,
by receiving on board all the men and
provisions which may offer, you will re-
pair with them, as near as practicable
to the position of the army, and com-
municate to the Commanding officer of
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the nearest military post, expressing
your readiness to co-operate with him,
exhibiting your instructions.

Establishing yourself on board any
one of the vessels, which you may se-
lect, all correspondence, requlsitions,
etc., will be received and issued through
you. Enclosed is an order addressed to
the other officers and crews of the Rev-
enue vessels, enjoining obedience to all
yocur legal commands, a copy of which
you will cause to be furnished to each
captain, with orders that it is to be
placed in some conspicuous place on
board each vessel, You will instruct the
commanders, that the Revenue laws
having been extended over the state of
Texas, they will still maintain a vigilant
surveillance over, and prevent as much
as possible, any violation of them. You
will report by every opportunity the
operations of the vessels, and see that
Transcripts from their journals be reg-
ularly remitted. Should it become neces-
sary to draw rations, or other supplies
from the army, or any other branch of
the public service, you will cause the
commander making the requisition to
give you duplicate receipts, one of which
you will transmit to this Department.

The promptness with which you are
required to obey this order, and as the
distance over which it is necessary to
travel, may probably interfere with your
pecuniary arrangements, instructions
have been fssued to the Collector of
Customs at Newport, R. I., to settle
your compensation for the months of
May, June, and July, on presentation of
duplicate bills for the same. You will
consider this communication as strictly
confidential, and as the vessels which
have been detached will depart under
sealed orders, to be opened at sea, you
will say nothing to tbe officers, on the
subject of your or their destination, but
exhibiting the enclosed authority, urge
upon them the necessity of prompt
obedience to the order of the Depart-
ment dated the 16th inst. and you will
promptly report any disposition to delay
their departure, or to evince inattention
to your orders.

‘While acting under the present in-
structions, vacancies may occur among
the commissioned or other officers,
which would require to be promptly
filled. Should any such contingency
arise, you are authorized to fill them
by issuing acting appointments, as
Third Lieutenants, observing the limits
of age prescribed by the regulations, if
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practicable, and report the fact to the
Department.

Report to Army

This authority, however, is not to be
exercised before the departure of the
vessels from their present station, and
persons so appointed are to be informed
that the appointmients are temporary.
Vacancies occuring in the higher grades,
to be filled by the next in seniority.
Should you fall in with the Com-
modore of the Naval forces employed
in the Guif of Mexico, you will report
to him, the readiness of thie Revenue
vesgsels to perform any service he may
require, provided it does not interfere
with the execution of any order you may
have already received from the com-
manding officer of the Army, or his
agents, and not violate any of the special
instructions here given you.

As you will require to keep copies of
all your correspondence, you are au-
thorized to assign some person to the
duty of clerk, whose compensation shall
not exceed the limits of the law, twenty
dollars per month, and oune ration per
diem, and you will provide yourself with

the necessary books and stationery at
New Orleans.

Very respectfully,

R. J. Walker,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Capt. John A. Webster,
U. S. Revenue Marine,
Newport, R. 1.

In less than two weeks from the Is-
sue of the order, all the vessels were
ready for sea, and the alacrity displayed
by thie officers in obeying the order and
preparing their vessels was worthy of
all praise. Some were ready in three
days, and others only delayed In con-
sequence of the difficulty in shipping

men.
The steamer SPENCER put into
Charleston, having burned her boiler

out, and returned to Philadelphia. The
LEGARE reached ber destination, and
was actively employed until the same
derangement of the boiler occurred,
when that vessel was ordered north. The
schooners WOODBURY and VAN
BUREN were actively employed al-
though deccayed and in need of repairs.



CHAPTER IX.

MEXICAN WAR—OPERATIONS IN THE GULF OF MEXICO AND LATER ACTIVITIES TO 1849

Maintaining blockade of Mexican
ports—Captain Webster relieved on ac-
count of ill health—Loss of the MOR-
R1S—Services rendered by cutters dur-
ing the winter of 1§46—Complement of
Warrant Officers established, 1847—
Loss of the LAWRENCE below Point
Lobas—Condition of Revenue Marine
Service in 1849—List of appointments
and promotions of Officers from March
1, 1791 to May 21, 1820.

FTER the arrival of the fleet in the

Gulf of Mexico, they were engaged
in carrying supplies and men to various
places, and acting as despatch boats,
and conveying the mails. On August
10th, 1846, the LEGARE and EWING
received on board one thousand rifles
for the army. They were landed at Point
Isabel and delivered to General Taylor,
in time to be used in the battles of
Monterey and Buena Vista.

*Capt. H. B. Nones commanded the
revenue schooner FORWARD and won
from Commodores Perry and Conner
the higlest praise for skill and gallantry
displayed at Tobasco and Alvardo. The
Revenue steamer McLANE, under the
command of Capt. W. A. Howard, main-
tained successfully the blockade of
Tobasco for several months, having been
moored in the river near Fontera, and
unable from the defects in machinery
as well as the shoal water on the bar,
to have escaped had an attack been
made by a superior force.

The fleet while in the Gulf of Mex-
ico, while protecting the interests of
the revenue, were also employed in co-
operating with the army and navy, in
maintaining the bloclkade of Mexican
ports and in facilitating the transmis-
sion of intelilgence to and from the seat
of war by carrying the mail and des-
patches. This disposition of a portion
of the forces was made by the President,
in consequence of the Navy not having
at their disposal small vessels adapted
to the shoal waters of the Mexican
coast.

Ill of Fever

In December, 1846, Captain Webster
becoming extremely 1{ll of fever con-
tracted on the coast of Mexico was

“The FORWARD and McLANE captured
stcamer PFETRITA, steamer TEBASGUENA,
brig RENTVILLE and schooner CAMPECHE.
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obliged to give up his command to Cap-
tain Foster, and return home. In Oc-
tober, 1865, this gallant and meritorious
officer being then in his 79th year, was
relieved from duty by the following or-
der.

Treasury Department,

October 19th, 1865.

Sir: Upon receipt of this order you
will consider yourself detached from
the Revenue Cutter JACKSON and will
hold yourself in readiness for orders
to s«pecial duty, with duty pay.

1 am, very respectfully,
By order J. F. Hartley,
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

Capt. John A. Webster,
JRevenue Cutter Service,
Daltimore, AMd.

He continued from that time until
his death (1876) on duty pay. A com-
pliment well won and deserved by a long
list of honorable achievements and term
of service teeming with exploits which
his well known modesty kept from the
bhands of the publishers and newspaper
men. No other captain in the Revenue
Marine Service has won the distinction
of being relieved from duty on full pay,
although an attempt was made to do
something of the kind in later years.

The Cutter Morris

The Revenue cutter MORRIS, which
was stationed upon the Florida reef,
was driven, during the hurricane which
occurred at Key West on the 1ith of
October last, upon a bank, where the
receding waters left her nearly dry, and
in such a situation as to preclude the
hope of getting her off. The WOOD-
BURY and VAN BUREN were also con-
demned as not worthy of repair. A large
portion of the vessels had been built
prior to 1834, and could not reasonably
be expected to remain much longer in
active service.

The cost of maintaining the service—
for the past year—viz—4 steamers and
14 schooners—amounted to $297,304.29;
including the additional expense in-
curred by 1increasing the force em-
ployed on bhoard the vessels co-operating
with the gulf squadron. The cost of em-
ploying open boats, sailing crafts, etc.,
with boatmen and inspectors, amounted
to $83,871.06.
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Capt. L. F. C. Fato, commanding the
Revenue schooner Wolcott was dis-
missed from the service September 1,
1846, by Secretary Walker, for disobed-
fence of orders, and failing to carry im-
portant despatches from the Navy De-
partment to Commodore Conner.

The services rendered by the revenue
cutters In protecting the revenue and
cruising upon the coast for the relief of
distressed vessels, during the winter of
1846, were as follows:

Names No. of ves- Assist- Distance
sels spoken ed Sasled
and boarded

Schooner ALERT 63 4 2,930

= MORRIS 141 13 2,932
& HAMILTON 218 7 2,521
= JACKSON 245 10 3,472
] EWING 62 7 3,113
% FORWARD 224 28 2,160
“  TANEY 63 4 1,500
= VAN BUREN 35 5 3,691
‘“ *CRAWFORD 29 1 —_—
“  *WOLCOTT 31 — 1,500
St’'mer *SPENCER 105 6 —_—
£ LEGARE 42 2 2,535
Schooner WOODBURY 9 2 —_—
Total 1,264 89 26,354

!Confined to the mouth of the Savannah. She
requiring repairs.

3Dismasted early in the season.

’(iruising ground confined to harbor of New

ork.

‘Cooperating with the Army in Texas.

*The estimated value of property
saved amounted to $3,560,000.

“The older officers of the service are,
generally men who have been reared
amidst the hardships of, and are inti-
mately acquainted with, the navigation
of the coast. And it is a fact worthy
of remark, that notwithstanding the
small size of the vessels, and the char-
acter of the coast upon which they are
employed, no serious accldent has be-
fallen them during several years; glv-
ing evidence of the skill of the com-
manders. It has been suggested that
the revenue vessels cannot be expected
to afford much relief to others during
severe weather, In consequence of their
small tonnage. This is an error; any
relief afforded by any vessel must be
done with boats, and the revenue ves-
sels are provided with the best descrip-
tion of whale boats. The vessels them-
selves, are fine sea boats; and although
small, wet and uncomfortable, are per-
fectly safe.”

Secretary Walker Issued a circular to
rommanding officers of revenue cutters
on October 8, 1847, stating that the ex.
penditures for the service had greatly
oxceeded his expectations and that they

*From Captain Fraser’s report for year 1848,

grew out of the construction and em-
ployment of steam vessels, for the build-
ing of which he was not accountable.
All further expenditures on their ac-
count were to be discontinued, and
steamers disposed of as not at all
adapted to the use of the revenue ma-
rine. This accomplished, it was deter-
mined to reduce the entire expenditure
of the service to a sum not exceeding
one hundred an dseventy-five thousand
dollars. The object was to save use-
less and extravagant expenditures, and
to promote a judicious economy. The
cordial ald and co-operation of the col-
lectors and officers of the service was
expected by the Department.

On November 1, 1847, the following
complement was allowed, and adopted
under the new order of reform and
retrenchment.
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The amount expended for the system
of boats also exceeded the limits and
plans of the Secretary, and underwent
a corresponding reduction. Each dlis-
trict being restricted to a stated amount,
beyond which no payment would be au-
thorized.

On the 15th of November, 1848, Cap-
tain Alexander V. Fraser, the first pre-
siding officer in charge of the Revenue
Marine Bureau, who so confidently, and
elaborately recommended the wuse of
iron steamers, and who remained in of-
fice long enough to settle up the ac-
counts of that lamentable fallure, was
detached and placed in command of the
brig LAWRENCE and ordered to pro-
ceed around Cape Horn to Oregon.

*Thig vessel was subsequently lost,
while under the command of Captain
Douglass Ottinger, an event that was
overlooked or forgotten in the published
synopsis of that officer’s career in a lo-
cal paper. The LAWRENCE went
ashore October 21, 1851, four miles be-
low Point Lobas. The cutter stood in
too close to the land, the wind died out,
and the heave of the sea completed the

*From data obtained at Custom House, San
Francisco.



disaster. The sails and rigging were
saved, but no effort was made to save
the hull.

Captain Richard Evans now assumed
charge of the Revenue Marine Bureau,
and submitted his first repert January
16, 1849,

The brig LAWRENCE was built dur-
ing the year 1848. Contracts were made
for building and equipping 6 schooners
for the service, an appropriation hav-
ing been made for that purpose, Au-
gust 12th, 1848. It was expected they
would be ready for service in March,
1849, and would form a line of outlook
and safety from Maine to Texas. The
steamers JEFFERSON and DALLAS
had been brought down from the Lalkes
through the Welland canal to the sea
coast. The DALLAS was having new
machinery put in, and the POLK was
to be transferred into a sailing vessel.
The number of crulsing cutters had been
reduced to eight, stationed as follows:
Eastport, Boston, Newport, New York,
Delaware, Norfolk, Mobile and Lake
Erie. The +Taney had been temporarily
transferred to the Navy. A number of
officers were employed in revenue boats
as boarding officers, stationed at Castine,
Sackett’s Harbor, Frenchman’s Bay,

1Under Command Lieut., Welsh, US N,
sounding Atlantic Ocean, sailed October 27th,
1849.
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Machias, Rochester, Wiscasset, South
West Pass, Balize, Point La Hache, Xey
West, and Oswego.

In consequence of the loss of the reven-
nue brig LAWRENCE the original ap-
propriation of $75,000 was asked to be
increased to $90,000, and granted by
Congress. It was proposed to build and
equip the new vessels at the different
Navy yards, in order that good and sub-
stantial cutters might be obtained to the
avoldance of all fraud and imposition—
experience which the Bureau had paid
dearly to possess.

There were but two cutters’between
the Chesapeake and Cape Florida, and
one in the Gulf of Mexico, stationed off
the Mississippi, leaving the Gulf shore
of Florida, Mississippi, Alabama and
Texas, without the presence of a single
revenue vessel. Two of the new cutters
were intended for the Atlantic Coast,
and four for the Californian and Ore-
gon stations,

This was the condition of the Rev-
enue Marine Service in the beginning
of the eventful year 1849. We have en-
deaored, faithfully and conscientiously,
to trace the principal events connected
with the service from its inception in
October, 1789 to 1849, where we leave
our task to be completed to a later date,
by those better able to record the
sirring events that have occurred dur-
ing the past thirty years,
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LIST OF APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS OF OFFICERS OF REVENUE CUTTERS
FROM MARCH 1, 1791 TO MAY 21, 1320

Name Whence App’ted Date Appointed First Rank
YEATON, Hopley N. H. Jan. 15, 1803 Master
FLAGG, John N. H. March 21, 1791 Master
PARROTT, John N, March 21, 1791 Second  Mate
WILLIAMS, John Foster Mass. March 21, 1791 Master
WELCH, Hezekiah Mass. March 21, 1791 First Mlate
NICIIOLAS, Nathaniel Mass. March 21, 1791 Second Mate
COLEMAN, Silvanus Mass, March 21, 1791 Third Mate
MALTBEE, Jonathan Conn. March 21, 1791 Master
HOUSE, George Conn. March 21, 1791 First Mate
DENNIS, Patrick No X! March 21, 1791 Master
BOUDENOT, Elias N X March 21, 1791 Second  Mate
MORRIS, Richard V. (USN) Nn X March 21, 1791 Third Mate
MONTGOMERY, James Penna. March 21, 1791 Master
ROACH, Isaac Penna. March 21, 1791 First Mate
RUE, Benjamin Penna. March 21, 1791 Second Mate
GROSS, Simon Md. March 21, 1791 Master
PORTER, David Md. March 21, 1791 First Mate
THOMAS, William Md. March 21, 1791 Second  Mate
TAYLOR, Richard Va. March 21, 1791 Master
LURTY, John Va. March 21, 1791 First Mate
PARKER, John Vai March 21, 1791 Second Mate
COOK, William N, C. April 25, 1791 Master
WALLACE, Joseph b TS April 25, 1791 First Mate
COCHRAN, Robert D 1. May 8, 1791 Master
HOWELL, John Ga. May 20, 1791 Master
FISHER, Hendrick (USN) Ga. May 20, 1791 First Mate
WOOD, John (USN) Ga. May 20, 1791 Second  Mate
CAMPBELL, Hugh Geo. (USN) $ale. June 10, 1791 First Mate
NUTTLE, Charles Penn. August 6, 1791 Second Mate
FORBES, James Md, August 6, 1791 Third Mate
HAM, Wilizm Va, Auvg. 13, 1791 Second Mate
DANGERFIELD, Bathurst Va. Aug. 13, 1971 Third Mate
GREENLAW, Jeremiah R -1 Aug. 23, 1791 Second A\late
ADANMS, John N. H. Dec. 19, 1791 Sccond  Mate
HOBART, Samuel, Jr. N. H. Dec. 19, 1791 Third Mate
DUNTON, William Penuna, une 22, 1792 Third Mate
GUNNISON, Benjamin N. H. '}une 30, 1792 Second Mate
STACEY, Caleb N Y- Nov, 6, 1792 Third Mate
LORING, William Nu'ois Nov. 15, 1792 First Mate
FINLEY, John N. Y, Nov. 17, 1792 Second Mate
ODIORRE, Samuel N. H. Dec. 18, 1792 Third Mate
PERKINS, Ebenezer Conn. Dec. 18, 1792 Third Mate
GARDENNER, Renjamin N3Gk May 24, 1793 First Mate
SANDY, James N. G, May 24, 1793 Second Mate
TANNER, Jehn N X0 July 23, 1793 First Mate
HOLLESTER. Giles MY Nov. 1, 1793 Second Mate
PARKER, William B Nov. 23, 1793 Second Mate
COZENS, Matthew 5. & Nov. 23, 1793 Third Mate
OGDEN, Nathl. A, N s Aug. 9, 1794 Second Mate
VAN DEUSEN, Isaac N ! X July 15, 1794 Third Mate
BRIGHT, Frances Va. June 23, 1795 Master
CHRISTIAN, James Ga. Aug. 29, 1794 Second Mate
FORSYTH, Benjamin Ga. July 11, 1795 Second Mate
TILTON, John N+ s Nov. 17, 1795 Third Mate
SALTONSTALL, Nathl Conn. April 15, 1796 Third Mate
BROWN, John N "Ch Oct. 19, 1796 Master
BREWSTLER, Caleb N. Y. Jan. 20, 1797 First Mate
BURCII, Joseph N. C. March 7, 1797 First Mate
DORSFEY, Robert N, «& March 7, 1797 Second Mate
SNELL. William N, C. March 7, 1797 Third Mate
LORING, Israel Mass. April 21, 1797 Third Mate
SQUIRE, John N ¥l May 1, 1797 Second Mate
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LIST OF APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS OF OFFICERS OF REVENUE CUTTERS
FROM MARCH 1, 1791 TO MAY 21, 1820

Name Hhence App’ted Date Appointed First Rank

HARRIOT, Nathl N. Y. May 1, 1797 Third Mate
ROACH, Isaac Delaware May 1, 1797 First Mate
VALLANCE, William Penn. June 21, 1797 First Mate
PARRISII, William ja. Nov. 29, 1797 Second Mate
BRIGHT, Samuel Va. Nov. 29, 1797 Third Mate
HINMAN, Elisha (USN 1776) Conn. March 13, 1798 Master
PRICE, George (USN) Penn. March 25, 1798 Master
LINCOLN, Ezekiel Mass. May 1, 1798 Third Mate
BYRNE, Gerald Penn. May 11, 1798 Second Mate
LEONARD, John W, . Y. May 31, 1798 Master
CHAPMAN, Jona. (USN) Mass. June 30, 1798 Master
WADE, John — Dec. 31, 1798 Third Mate
MARINER, John — Dec. 31, 1798 Second Mate
OLIVER, John S. —_ Dec. 31, 1798 Third Mate
FOSTLER, Silas Penn. June 27, 1799 Ma.ster
LATIMER, Roe (USN) Va. Aug. 31, 1799 Third Mate
SAWYER, Joseph Del. Nov. 14, 1799 Third Mate
PAYNE. James (USN) S. C. Nov. 29, 1799 Master
WITE. Thaomas s C. Nov. 29, 1799 First Mate
PARKER. John S. C. Nov. 29, 1799 Second  Mate
PENNINGTON, Ed. S. C. Nov. 29, 1799 Third Mate
THOMPSON, Thomas Pa. April 16, 1800 First Mate
HOOKER, Michael N. H. April 16, 1300 Master
RIMBLIEY, Dennard S. C. Sept. 17, 1860 Second Mate
ITRABOKSKI, Richard S. C. Sept. 17, 1800 Third Mate
PURKETT, John (USN) —_— Feb. 19, 1801 Third Mate
HOWARD, Richard Del June 10, 1802 Master
WEBLLY, Benjamin Ga March 23, 1804 Master
TRAYIS, Samuel Va. Aug. 27, 1804 First Mate
NEWCOME, Joseph — Aug. 21, 1804 Master
BOWERS, William — Sept. 19, 1804 First Mate
PERRILE, George W, Md Oct. 31, 1804 Second Mate
KILPIN, Francis — Nov. 30, 1804 Second Mate
MOORE. Thomas Penn. March 8, 1805 Master
MITCHEILL, James N. H. March 15, 1803 Second Mate
McDANIEL, Daniel - April 2, 1805 Sccond Mate
FLOWIERS, Thomas Penn April 26, 1805 First Mate
SANLERS, John Penn April 26, 1803 Second Mate
SMITH. Lewis _— Nov. & 1815 Third Mate
SAUNDERS, John M. Penn. March 14, 1806 First Mate
SMILEY, Andrew Penn, March 14, 1806 Second Mate
BURNLS, John Penn, July 14, 1806 First Mate
SARGENT, Robert Penn. Sept. 10, 1806 Second Mate
NEWALL, Nicholas Ga. Nov. 11, 1806 Master
McNEILL, Daniel (USN) S. C. Dee. 29, 1806 Master
RICE, George N. Y. May 23, 1807 Second Mate
BUTLER, Thomas V. Va July 3, 1807 Second Mate
KENNARD, Nathl. N April 28, 1808 First Mate
LINVERMORE, Joseph Mass April 28, 1808 Second Mate
BENNET, Christopher — Oct. 11, 1808 Master
LUFF, Edward F. Del Oct. 19, 1808 Second Mate
DBALDWIN, Ebenezer — §an. 26, 1809 First Mate
DUDLEY. Linton (USK) _ an, 26, 1809 Second Mate
SARGEANXNT, Robert —_ Feh. 1, 1800 Third Mate
GALE, Worthington — April 10, 1809 Master
SMITH. Vinson N. Y. June 7, 1309 Second Mate
LEE, Frederick Conn, Sept. 14, 1809 Master
McCLUNG. Janres Del. Sept. 26, 1809 Third Mate
ADAMAS, Wm. Parker N. H. Ma- 8. 1310 Master
FRAZLER. Angus — Aug. 28, 1810 Master
BROOKS, George _— Sept. 17, 1810 First Mate
MERRIHEW, Joseph Penn Feb, 26, 1811 First Mate
WEEKS, John N. April 10, 1811 Second Mate
MARSHALL, Thomas — May 30, 1811 Second Mate




LIST OF APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS OF OFFICERS OF REVENUE CUTTERS

FROM MARCH 1, 1791 TO MAY 21, 1320

Name

Whence App’ted

Date Appointed

First Rank

CAHOONE, Henry
FOOTE, Elanson
CANNAN, Isaac W.
CAHOONE, John
SHEARMAN, Willilam
HUDSON, Thomas
CA\I\IO\I Joseph S.
ELLIOT, Daniel
\VOOD\VARD, Chas. S.
HERBERT, Edward
HEBB, John
McKELLAR, John
TRAVES, Wm
PHIPPEX, \\’m
PEIRCE, Nathl.
HOPKINS, Barnabus
AUGUR, Daniel P.
HALL, John

SILLIMAYN, John H.
BURNS, Aaron
WILLIAMS, Jacob, Jr.
TREVETT, Saml. R,
MACOMB, James B.
TREVETT, Benj.
WYNKOQP, Peter
CANNON, Isaac
HOLMES, James
GIRDLER, Lewis
MANSURE, John

ROSS, Thomas (USN)
MERRIHEW, William
SMITH, James (USN)
DRINKWATER, Revel
ISAACS, William
PRINCE, George
COLBY, Samuel

HICKS, William
MANSFIELD, Joseph
LATIMER, Mosely
BEURD, Alexander (USN)
HAWKSHURST, George
DIXEY, Peter
JACKSON, John (USN)
CROW, Robert M.
BENDER, Jos. A
LOOMIS, Jarins
HAZARD, Daniel 8.
JORDEN, Joseph
FORBES, John W,
TAYLOR, William
TAYLOR, Dugomier (USN)

. (USN)

(USN)

\VHITCO\(B John

WEBSTER, John Adams (USN)
COSTIGAN. "Francis J.
MATTHEWS, Benjamin (USN)
MARSHALL, John
MARSHALL, Phillip
TOWNSEND, Penn,
ASKWITH, Wm. V,

KNIGIIT, James B,

DOBBIN, Daniel

R L

—(Mas. 1814)

Mass.
Ga. (Mid)
Va.

:(de.)

July 17, 1811
Dec. 19, 1811
Dec. 30, 1811
Jan. 25, 1812
Jan. 25, 1812
Jan. 25, 1812
April 10 1812
April 13, 1812
April 13, 1812
July 7, 1812
July 7, 1812
July 6, 1812
July 7, 1812
July 7, 1812
July 9, 1312
July 24, 1812
Oct. 15, 1812
Oct. 15, 1812
Oct, 22, 1812
Dec. 23, 1812
Jan. 17, 1814
July 8, 1814
Nov. 22, 1814
May 9, 1815
June 8, 1815
June 19, 1815
June 26, 1815
June 26, 1815
Aug. 17, 1815
Dec. 2, 1815
Dec. 2, 1815
Dec. 4, 1815
Dec. 16, 1315
Feb. 26, 1816
March 7, 1816
March 20, 1816
March 29, 1816
May 3, 1816
Oct. 19, 1816
April 29, 1917
Aprit 29, 1817
Deec. 12, 1317
April 24, 1818
March 20, 1819
March 30, 1819
July 22, 1819
June 22, 1819
July 22, 1819
July 22, 1819
July 22, 1819
July 31, 1818
Aug. 24, 1819
Aug. 23, 1819
Aug. 23. 1819
Nov. 22, 1819
Dec. 4, 1819
Feb. 25, 1820
Feb. 25, 1820
Feb. 25, 1820
March 24 1320
May 10, 1820
May 10, 1820

First Mate
First Mate
Second Mate
Master

First Mate
Second Mate
Second Mate
Master

First Mate
Master

First Mate
Second Mate
Third Mate
Second Mate
Second Mate
Third Mate
First Mate
Second Mate
Master
Sccond Mate
Third Mate
Master

First Mate
First Mate
First Mate
First Mate
Second Mate
Sccond Mate
Second Mate
Master

First Mate
Master
Master
Second Mate
First Mate
Second Mate
First Mate
Third Mate
Third Mate
Master

First Mate
Second Mate
Master
Third Mate
Second Mate
Master

First Mate
First Mate
Second Mate
Second Mate
Master
Second Mate
First Mate
Second Mate
Master
Master
Master

First Mate
Second Mate
Second Mate
First Mate
Second Mate




INDEX

Aaron Manby, first iron steamer built in
England, 59
Abolishment of Revenue Cutter system, In-
quiry into, 52,
Accidents, losses, ete. :
BIBB, ashore 69 70
ERIE, stranded, 74
GALLATIN exp105lon on, 29, 30
HAMILTON, lost on Charleston Bar, 36
INSU RL:L\T 20
JEFFLR\O\ lost in Straits of Magel-

71
LAWRENCE, lost below ¥Point Lobos,

78, 79
MORRIS, driven on reef during hur-

ricane, 77
PICKERING, 20
POLK, sprang leak, 71
SURVE&OR ca.pt.ured by H.B.M.S.
Nawissus 26
VIGILAN'T, wrecked in hurricane, 73
WALKER, run down and foundered,
Accounts and financial management
Revenue Cutter Service, 11
ACTIVE, No. 1, U.S.R.C, 3, 18, 19, 32, 34
ACTIVE, No. 2, U.S.R.C,, 25, 34

ot

ACTIVE, No. 3, U.S.R.C., 34, 35, 73
Acts of Congress:

Alarch 2, 17%9, 74

March 3, 1845, 67, 68

Adams, John, Capt., 18, 21

Adams, John, 2nd Mate. 3, 80

Adams, John 3d Mate, 3

Addms, William P., Captain (Master) 25, 81

Additional Re\enue Cutters, 11

Adibourne, 8., 2nd Mate, 21

Adverse commlttee reports, 47, 48

ALABAMA, U.S.R.C., 33, 34,

Alarmon, James, Gunner. 28

ALERT, USRC 34, 37, 42, 74, 18

Alger, Cyrus, thpbuxlder 71

Allen, G. W., 2nd Mate, 21

Allman John Seaman, 28

Allman, John, Jr., Seaman, 28

Alvarado, Mexico, 77

Amelia Island 20

Anderson, H. 51

Anderbon. J. R Shlpbullder 71 .

Appropriations for Revenue Cutter Service,
17

British vessel, seized by cutter

LOUISIANA,

Ardent,

Argali, brig, mutiny on board, 45, 46
ARGUS, No. 1, U.S.R.C,, 3, 19, 32, 34
ARGLU S, No. 2 U.S.R.C., 21, 34

22,
ARGUS, No. 3, UbRC,‘.a 4
Armament for Na\'y, Revenue Marine and

merchantmen, 12,
Armed steamers in place of Revenue Cut-
ters, 52
Army and Navy, cooperation with, 77
Army Officer's subsistence, 24
Army (U.S.) of Occupation during War
with Mexico, 67, 756, 78
Articles for cabins and wardrooms, 73
Askwith, Wm. V., 1st Mate, §2
Atlanta, prize captured by PICKERING, 18
Augmentation of the Navy, Feb. 235, 1799,
43, 4

, 44
Augur (Augue) Daniel P., Officer, 26, 37, 82
Austin, Nicholas, 2nd Lieut., 69

Baldwln, Ebenezer, 1st Mate, 25, 81

Baltimore station, 37

Baltimore, U.S.S., 18

Band of regiment at Massina brought to
America, 22

Barry, Commodore, 17

BEE or BON PERE, U.S.R.C,

Bell, Chas. H., Capt., 37

Belton, F. X, Capt., 44

34

83

Bender, Jos. A, Warrant Officer (2nd
Mate), 37, 82

BENJ. RUSH, U.S.R.C., 38

Bennett, 8Christopher, Capt, (Master), 25,

Berriman, George, Warrant Officer, 37
Berry, Samuel Seaman, 28

Eesse, John, La()t (Lleut), 37, 49
Beurd Alexa.nder Master, UbN 82
Bibb, (Jeorge M becretary of the Treas-

BIBB, USRC 67-71, 74

Bxcker, Z\xcholas Ca.pt 37, 56

Bill authorizing Revenue Cutter Service, 2

Binder, Joseph D. C., Warrant Officer, 37

Blancho, notorious bpamsh slave dealer 46

Boarding officers, 79

Boats, number authorlzed 2

Bonham P. H., Ch. Engr, 68

BON PLRE USRC 11, 18,

Boston, irlga'.e, 22

Boston' station, 37

Doudenot, Ellas 2nd Mate, 80

Bowden, John la.d 28

Bowers, Wllham Tst Mate, 81

Boyd, Robert, Warrant Ofthcer, 37

Branch John. Secretary of \a\), 1830, 39

Bre\wter Caleb, 1st Mate, &0

Lright, Lrancxs Capt. (Master), 1§, 21, 80

Bright, Samuel, 3rd Mate, 81

Brntmgham A. P., Warrant Officer, 37

Brooks, George Capt (Master), 2:), g1

Bro“n, John, Capt. (Master), 18 21, 80

Bryant, Lemmuel Warrant Oﬁicer 37

Bu, B. E., Colonel Minister from Texas to
\Iemco 45

Buena Vista, Mexlco, 77

Bullis, Oscar, Capt., 35, 37

Burch Joseph Capt. (1st Mate), 21, 25, 80

Burnes John, Mate, 25, 8

Burnes, Aaron, 2nd Mate, 26, 82

Burrough, Arnold, Warrant thcer 37

Bush, Philip A., Lxeut 43

Buller, Thomas V., 2nd Mate, 26, §1

Byrne, Gerald, 2nd Mate, 81

Cahoone, Henry, 1st Mate, 23, 82
Cahoone,alJo}:;n gjaptam (Master), 25, 30,
4y

Calf killed, 29

California statlon, 79

Cameron, Jos. S., 2nd Mate, 26

Campbelllngzxgl:h G., 1st Mate, U.S.N., 4, 18,

Campbell, schooner formerly Revenue Cut-
ter camured by British, 44

CAMPBELL, U.S.R.C., 37, 45, 46

Campeche, Memcan QChooner. T

Cannan, Isaac W, Mate, 26, 82

Ca.nnon, ammumuon etc dxfhcul\y of se-

curing, 13
Cannon, Joseph S., 2nd Mate, 82
38

19

Caribbean Sea, 17, 19
Carter, John C., Lieut.,

Carver, , Comimodore, 72
Casualties:
Explosion on GALLATIN, U.S.R.C,
Susan, sloop, 29
Chapman, Jonathan, Capt. (Master), 14,
15, 19, 81

Charleston, S. C., during nullification, 42
Charleston and Key West stations, 37
Charleston ‘'Courier,” 29

Chart, Benjamin, 30

Chesapeake, U.5.8., 25

Chitds, C. B., Lieut., 37, 38

Christian, James, 2nd Ma.te, 80

Cincinnati Ohio, 70, 71

Circular to Collectors of Customs, 1, 7, 8
Clarke, Chas.,, Warrant Oftficer, 37
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Clarkton, David M., IEsq., 20
Coal, bids received for, 6%
Coast Survey, 71
Cochrane, Robert, Master, 4, 21, 32, S0
Colby, Samuel, 2nd Mate 82
Cole, Zachary, seaman, 28
Coleman, Sylvanus, 3rd Mate, 3, 7, 80
Collection Law of March 2, 179y, 23
COLLECTOR, U.S.R.C., 34
Collectors of Customs:
Authorized to direct the movements of
cutters, 11
Authorized to employ barge manned by
boatmen, 21
Inadequacy of pay, 22
Colors, 17
Colt's water-proof cartridges,
COMMANDER BARRY, U.
Commendations:
Derfense of EAGLIS in attempt to re-
take sloop Susan, 28, 29
Ezekial Jones, 14
To ollicers on loss of SURVEYOR, 27
Commissions captured by ALADLAMS, 33
Commiittee on Commerce: B
Memorial to officers placed under Navy,
50
Reports against maintaining Revenue
Marine, 47, 43
Comparative cost iron and timber vessels,
19

T3
.G, 23, 34

Compensation of officers of Navy and Rev-
enue Service, o1, 32 1
Compensittion of personnel inidequate, 61
Compensation, petty otficers and crews, j:’.
Complements allowed, November 1, 1847, @8
Concord, U.S.8., 44 4
Condition of Revenue Service in 1849, 79
Connecticut station, 3
Conner, David, Commodore, U.S.N.,, 8
Connor, Michael, Lieut., 338
Constellation, U.S.S., 17
Constitution, U.8.8, 17, 20.
Continental Navy, 19
Colby, W., Capt.,, 37
Cook. William, Master, 4, 21, 32,
Coolidge, Uriah, Jr, Otlicer, 37,
Cooper, James Ifenimore, 20, BE.- - ’
Cooperation of Itevenue Cutters with Navy,

80
82

I o
Cornell, Stephen, Lieut., 37, 51 T
Cost of equipping U.S.R.C. PICKERING, 20
Cost of iron and timber vessels, 62
Cost of maintaining the service, 77
Coste, N. L., Capt., 36, 37, 43, 45
Costigan, Francis J., Master, 82
Costion, Benj., Chemist, 60
Coston, Mr. Inventor of Marine paint, 87
Cozens, Matthew, 3rd Mate, SO
Craft, George, 30
Craney Island, 27
CRAWFORD, U.S.R.C., 37, 50, 74, 78
Crerie, John, H.B.M.S. Narcissus, 27
Crow, Robert M., 3rd Mate, 82
Cruising orders, 49
Cruising orders to U.S.R.C. JACKSON, 43
Cuba, 18
Currier, Caleb, Lieut., 37
Custom House at Castle Pinckney, 42
Cutter as steam tow-boat, 62
Cutters, Lists of, 3, 4, 11, 18, 25, 32, 34, 37,

71, T4, 7

Dade, Francis L., Major, U.S.A., In com-
mand Foert Brooks, 42
Dallas, Alexander Jr., Commodore, U.S.N,,

50, 72

DALLAS, U.S.R.QC., 34, 37, 67, 68, 70,
T1, T4 7

Dangerfield, Bathurst, 3rd Mate, 4, 80

Darnell, Moses, Lieut., 37

Dart, British privateer, 23, 30

Davis, John, Capt., 29

Davis, John, U.S. Senate, 51

Day, Robert, Capt., 37, 47

Dearborn, H. A. 8., Collector, 30, 31
Decatur, 1§t§{;hcn. sr.,, Commodore, U.S.N.,
Delaware Station, 37

Delaware, U.S.S., 18

Dennis, ’atrick, Maxter, 3, 21, 32, §0
Derby, Richard, Captain, 37

Degpateh, brig. 29

DETECTOR, No. 1, U.S.R.C., 24-3¢
DEXTER, U.S.R.C., 37, 47

Dickins, Asbury, Secretary of the Senate,

68
Diggs, Beverly, Warrant Officer, 37
DILIGENCE, U.S.R.C., 4, 17-19, 32
DILIGENCIE, No. 1, U.S.R.C, 34
DILIGISNCIZ, No, 2, U.S.R.C., 11, 21, 22, 34
DILIGENCE, No. 3, U.S.R.CC, 34
DILIGENCIS, No. 4, U.S LU,
Dixey, 'eter, 2nd Mate, N2
Dobbin, Daniel, Capt., 37, 3%, 82
DOLLY, U.S.IR.C., 34
Dolphin, prize captured, 18
Dors=ey, Robert, 2nd Mate, S0
Dougherty, John, Ass't, IEngr., 68, 69
Downes, John, Commodore, 7. 5. N., 39, 40
Drinkwater, IRevel, Master, 82
DUANE, U.S.IR.C., 58
Dudley, Linton, 2nd Mate, U.S.N., 26, 81
Dunsford, Willlam, seaman, 23
Dutton (Dunton) Jird Mate, 3, 80

25, 34

EAGLE, No. 1, 11, 17, 18, 19,
EAGLE, No. 2, 34
EAGLE, No. 3, 25, 28, 34
aton, Governor, Florida, 44
Iastport, Maine, 79
Fgbert, John, Warrant Officer, 17
Elliot, Daniel, Capt. (Master), 235, 82
Elliot, Jesse D., Commndore, U.S.N., 39, 66
Ellis, William M. Chief Engineer, 17.S.N,, 70
Embargo of Dec. 22d, repeunled, 23
Engineer Corps:
Creation of, 67, 68
Lists of olficers and engineers in, 68,
§0-82
Rules and regulations, 67, 68
Vessels for, 67, 68, 71, 74, 78
Engineers, employment of, 61
Engines (Steam), in 18453-6, 67, 69, 70
Enlisted men, pay of, 1§, 19
Ensign and peunnant for Ilevenue Cutter
Service, 15,
Equalization with naval oflicers, 50, 31
Ericsson, Capt.,, 63, 84, 69, 71
ERIE, U.S.R.C., 38, 64, 67, 74
Establishmen_t)of the Revenue Cutter Serv-
ice, 52
Evans, R., Lieut., 37, 49, 79
Eveleth, Thox., Lieut., 37
EWING, U.SRC, 74, 7
Examination of offcers, 61
Expenditures, 61, 62, 71, 72, 77, 78 79
Expense.lnm{;nul, of Revenue Service, 2, 3,
i Bl

21, 34

(o

T8

Expenses4 of Revenue Service, 18, 23, 47,
8

Explosion of TI.S.R.C. GALLATIN, 29, 30
Exportation, 22

Falkland Islands, 28

Faron, Thos. W.. Ch. Engr.. 60

Fatis, S.C.F. (Fatio, L.C.F.), (formerly

Midn. U.S.N.), 37
Fatio, L. F. C., Cart., 78
Favorite, prize captured, 18
Feld, Thomas, Gunner's Mate, 30
[elic, prize captured, 18
Finley, John, 2nd Mate, 80
Fisher, Hendrick, 1st Mate, 4, 80
Fishing vessels, seizure of, 15
Flag, 17
Flagg, John, Master, 80
Fleet, U.S., in Caribbean Sea, 17, 18
Fleet of Revenue Cutter Service, 32
Florida, provision ship, 20
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Flowers, Thomas, 1st Mate, 25, 81

Fly, prize captured, 18

TFoote, Elenson, 1st Mate, 25, 82

IForbes, James, 3rd Mate, 80

Forbes, John W,, 2nd Mate. 82

Forsyth, Benjamin, 2nd Mate, 80

Fort Brooks, Florida, 42, 44

Fort Johnson, 33

Fort Moultrie, 42

Forward, Walter,
ury, H4

FORWARD, U.S.R.C., 74, 75, 78

Foss, S, C., 1st Lieut., 73

Foster, Si]as, Capt. (Master), 21, 81

Foster, Winslow, Capt., 35, 77

Frauce, 25

Francis life boat, tests of, 45, 46

Secretary of the Treas-

Fraser, Alexander V., Capt., 58, 62-67, 70,
71, 78

Frazier, Angus, Capt.. 27, 43, 81

Freeman, Knap and Totten, Shipbuilders,

64, 71

French, Charles, Ch, IEngr., 68
French imbroglio:

International relations, 17

U.S. Revenue Cutters, 18
Friendship, 24, 40
Fuel expenditure, 59
Furnishings on U.S.R.C., 23, 42

Gail, Thomas, seaman, 28

Gail, Thomas, Jr., scaman, 28

Gale, Worthington, Muaster, 81

Gallatin. Albex‘l, 21..22 BB, 24

GALLATIN, U.S.R.C., 2; 29,
37, 44, 45, 48

Galt, Jacob Lapl of Schooner Campbell, 416

(‘uum\ LES S, 18
Gardenner, BLnJ‘lmm, 1st Mate, U.S.KR.C.S.,

30, 33, 34,

80
Garfield, Prcmdent recognition of death of,

Gate“nod Phil., Lieut., 37
(_,at(\\ood \\nlnm‘ Capt., 38
Gauntt, Charles, Capt.,, U.S.N.

, 66
General Blalke, brig, captured by GALLA-

TIN, 3
GENERAL GILMAN

man), 11
GEVER%L GREENE, Nos.

(See Governor Gil-

1 or 2, 3, 11,

17, 18, 1§, 21, 22 N2, 34
GENERAL GIEENE, No. 3, 34
GENERAL GR1 No. 4, 34

GENERAL GREENE, No. 5, 25, 34
GEORGIZ, U.SRR.C., 25, 34
Georgia station, 4

Gerahty, T’eter, Warrant Officer, 37

Gibh, Daniel, Esq., purchased the POLK, 71
Girdler, Lew 2ud Mate, §2

Girdley, Lewis, bLieut., 37

Gloster Point, 26

Glasson, John J., Lieut.,, U.S.N., 35, 37
Goulid, Joseph, Licut., 48

GOVERNOR GILMAN
man), 14, 34

GOVETINOR JAY, 11, 17, 18, 10, 34

GOVERNOR WILLIAMS, 21, 22, 34

Great Britain, 25

Great l.akes, T4

Great LU\C\ & Gulf of Mexico. Smuggling,

Green, F Capt i

Gr(—eneough ]mbnrt, Warrant Officer, 37

Greenlaw, Jeremiah, 2nd Mate, §0

Greenman, Jeremiah, 2nd Mate, 3

Gregerson, George, Captain, H0

Groover, Chas., Warrant Officer, 37

Gross, Simon, Master, 3, 80

Guadaloupe Station, 19, 20

Gulf of Mexico, 70, 71, 76, 77, 79

Gulf of Mexico & Great Lakes, Smuggling,
59

Gunnison, Beunjamin, 2nd Mate, 80

(See General Gil-

Hall, James, seaman, 28

Hall, John, 2nd Mate, 26, 82

Ham, William, Mate, 4, 21, 80

Hamllton, Ale\ander bec of the Treasury,

8, 23

HAJ\IILTO\' EI;JSRC 36 37, 45, 46, 48, 49,
4. ]

Hampton Roads, 20, 71

Handy, William, 3rd Lieut., 73

Harby, Levi C., 1st Lieut., 37, 38, 73

Harriott, Nathaniel, 3d Mate, 22, 81

Hartley, J. F., Asst. Sec. of Treasury, 77
Haswell, Chas. H., Engincer, U.S.N., 7
Havana, 18

Hawkshurst, George, 1st .\mte §2

Haves, George, 2nd Licut. 37, 5%

Hays, J. Bush, Asst,
Hazard, Daniel 8.,
Hazagrd, ship, 19
HAZAKD., 34
Hecbb, John. 1st Mate, 26, 2§, 82
Herald, U.S.8,, 14, 19
Herbert, Edward, Capt.
Herewles, American Ship, salvage case, 50
Hicks, Willinm, 1st Mate, 82
Hilliar, Idenjamin, Lieut. of the Pickering,
20

19, 21, 81
0

Enmneer 68
1st Mate, U.S.N., 82

(Alaster), 23, 82

Hinman, Elisha, Capt. (Master),
Hobart, Samuel, Jr.,, 3@ Mate, .;,
Hoft, Henry, Asst. Engr., €5, 69
Hog killed, 29

Hollester, Giles, 2nd Mate, SO
Holmes, James, 2nd Mate, 8§82
Hoolker, Michael, Master, S1
Hopking, Barnabas, 3rd Mate, 26, §2
HORNET, U.S.R.C., 23, 34

House, George, 1st Mate, 3, 21, 80
Howard, Richard, Master, 81
Howard, William A., Capt.,

33, 37, 39, 40,
63, 67, 70, 77

Howell, James, Captain, 21

Howell, John, Master, 4, 32, 80

Hrabowski, R., 3rd \Iat 22, 81

Hudson, Thos.. Officer, &7, 82

Humhurt Governor of Tun\, 33

Hunter, Lieut., U.S.N. 63, 44, 64, 60-72

Hunter, Henr\ D., Captain (formerly Midn.,
LBeN. )y 4 K

Hunter, John W, LIPUl 43

Hunter, William, hm 30

Hunter's submerged wheel, 72
}{untington. Hon. J. W., U.S. Senate, 52, 54
Hyatt, L, T., 3rd Lxeut 69

Illicit Trading, suppression of, 21
Importations, 22
INDEPENDENCE, U.S.R.C., 34

Ingersoll, C. J., Hon., @6
INGHAMN, U.S R, 28 73
Ingram, 8. D., Sec. of the Treasury, 1830,

35, an
Instructions to Commanders of Cutters, 7,
& 9,10, 11, 14
Instructions to West Indies Squadron, 20
Insurgent, frigate, Loss of,
Iron steamers, construction authorized, 63
Iron vesxels preferred to wood, 58-60

Isaacs, William, 2nd Mate, §2

JACKEON, U.S.R.C, 42, 43, 50, 74, 75, 71,
78

Jackson, ————— Captain, 72

Juckson, Jnhn Master (formcxl} Mdn.,, U.

82

Jﬂoksnm Iohn Captain, 37

JEFFERSON, TL8S. RO, 2], 22

JE]“FL]{\O\', U.S.R. Brig, 60, 67, 68, 70,
71, 74, 79

Johnson. Dr., 2;

Jones, 12zckiel, npt'lm 37, 43-46

Jonos, Hon. J. W., 57, 5

Jones, Richard, w.mmn, 28

Torden Joseph, 1st Mate, 82
Joy, David, 3rd Mate, 22
Junan, fr)gate 27
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Kennard, Nathantel, Capt. (1st Mate), 25,
81

Kennedy, E. C., 3rd Lleut., 69
Kilpin, Francis, 2nd Mate, 81
King, Representative, 52
Knight, James B., 2nd Mate, 82

La Fayette, Marquis de, visit to Baltimore,
35

La Forgeanse, prize captured, 18

Lake Erie, 79

Lake Erie Station, 38

Lake Ontario, 70

Laston, Samuel, First dMate, 21

Latimer, Mosely, 3rd Mate, 82

Latimer, Roe, 3rd Mate, 22, 81
Lawrence, U.S. Brig, 78, 79

Lee, Fredirick, Capt. (Master), 235, 28, 29,

8
Le Fage, commanding piratical schooner, 33
LEGARE, U.S.R.C., 63, 64, 66-T1, 74-76, 78
Leonard, John W., Capt. (Master), 18§, 21,
s1

Leopard, HB.M.S., 25

Lewis, William, seaman, 28

Lighthouse Establishment, assigned to Rev-
enue Marine Bureau, 73

Lighthouse Tenders, Revenue Cutter Serv-
ice discontinued to, 47

Lincoln, BenJ ., Collector of Port of Boston,

216, 18-18. 26. 21, 23

Lincoln, erl\lel Mate, 21, 81

Little BeH H.B.M.S., 23

Little, John, Warrant Ofﬁr‘er
Midn.,, U.S.N.),

Livermore, Jos 2nd \[ate 26, 81

LOOKOUT, U.S.R. C-, 84

London, 30

ILoomis, Jarins, Master, 82

Loper’s propellers. 6, 69, 70

Loring, Israel, 3rd Mate. SO

Loring, William, 1st Mate, S0

Losses, etc.,, see accidents

LOUISTANA, No. 1, 25, 34, 43

LOI” IQIA\A Nn, 2. 34

Luff, Ed. F., 2nd Mate, 25, S1

Luke, W. W Ch. Engr., t8

Lurty, John, "1st Mate, 80

Lusty, John, 1st Mate, 4

Lynch, John, seaman, 28

(formerly

McCarlie, John, seaman, 28

McCheney, James, 2nd Mate, 25

McClung, James, 3rd Mate, 81

McCoan, (.)Iohn, wounded on GALLATIN,

\IcCulloch Jas. H., Collector, 27
McDaniel, Daniel, 2nd Mate, 26
McDaniel, Daniel, 2nd Mate, S§1
McGowan, John, Warrant Officer, 27
McGowan, John, l1st Lt., 69
McKellar, John, 2nd Mate, 24, §2

McLANE, U.S.R.C., 36, 49, 67, 68, 70, 71,
74,

McLane, Louis, Sec. of Treasury. 26, 2
MCLaughlln John T., U.S.N., 45
McLean, J., 3rd \Iate 2B
McLean, w! B., Lieut. 49
McNeill, Daniel, Capt. (Master). 22, 25, 81
Macomb, James B., 1st Mate, 82
MADI{SON, U.S.R.C., 25, 28, 30, 24, 49, 74,
77

Maine, 22, 25, 74

(Master), 3, 21,

Maltbie, Jonn(t)han, Capt.

32,
Manby, Aaron, first iron steamer built In
Enleand 59
Mansfield, Joseph 3rd Mate. §2
Mansure, John, 2nd Mate, 82
March, Josiah, Lieut., 37
MARIA, U.S.R.C, 11, 19, 34
Marine paint, 67
Mariner, John, 2nd Mate, 81
MARION, U.S.R.C., 37
Marshall, John, 1st Mate, 82

Marshall,
Marshall, Thos.,
Martin, Francis, Lleut.,
Martin, John, Lieut., 38
Martin, \Vllliam surveyor, T

MARY, US.R.C, 34

MARY ANN, U‘SRC 34

Maryland statlon, 3, 4
MASSACHUSETTS, No. 1, 3, 6, 7, 14, 34
\IASSACHUSETTS No. 2 7 11 19, 21, 22,

\IASSACHUSETTS No. 3, 7, 25, 31, 32, 34
Massachusetts <tatlon 3, 4 5, 7, 12, 13
Material requirements of Revenue Service, 1
Mather, Andrew, Capt. (Master), 37, 82
\Iaulsby, John H Warrant OfﬁLPl‘ 37
Maurice, William, Warrant Officer, 37
Memorial to officers placed under Navy, 50
Merchant vessels, armed, restraining of, 13
MERCURY, U.S.R.C., 25, 34
\Igrrlhewzs(’;;/[erryhew), Joseph,
1

Phillip, 2nd Mate, 82
2nd Mate, 26, 81
U.S.N,, 35

1st Mate,

Merrihew, William, 1st Mate, 82

Merrill, Nathan and Orlando, 13

Mexican War—See War with Mexico

Mexico, 77

Nlr-hxgan. U.8.8., 67, 74

Ailes, Captain, of :loop Susan, 28

Military honors and ceremonies, 53, 56

Mill River, 28

Mills, W. H,, Lieut.,, 37

\[mm:wppl Rl\er 71 75, 79

Mitchell, James, ‘ond’ \Iate 26

Mitchell, James, 2nd Mate, 81

AL, NP (‘omm"mder U.S.N., 44

\Iob:le and Key West station, 38

Mobile (Ala.) Bay, 67, 74, 79

Mbobile station, !

Monroe, Jameq Pres. of U.S.—Commission
signed by, 3‘} 34

MONROE, U.S.R.C.,

Monterey, Mexico, 77

Montgomery, James, Captain (Master), 3,

Moore, Thomaﬁ Master, 81
Moore, W, M. A Lieut., 37
\[ornll Geory:‘;e Warrant officer, 37
Morris, C.,
Morris, Rl(‘h"l!‘d V., 3rd Mate, U.S.N., 80
MORRIS, U.S.R.C.. 87 4EE Ty, TT, T8
5
2nd Mate, 21

Moselle, H.B.ALS, i

Muir, Samuel,

Munn, John G.. Warrant Officer, 37

\Iutmy on bng Argali, 45, 16

Nantucket, 17

Narcissus, H.B.M.S., capture of U.S.R.C.
SURVEYOR, 25-27

Natchez, U.S. Sloop-of-War, 39

\IADTILUQ U.8.R.C., 58, 61, 63

Naval Eitablmhment Revenue Cutters in
the, 17

Naval Lmt‘orms 17

Navy, Revenue Cutters under, In War, 23

\a\,y, Peace Establishment, 20

Navy Pension Laws, 46

Navy Pension Lists, 25, 30

Newall, Nicholas, Capt (Master), 23, 81

New Bern statlon 37

Newburyport, Mass, 4, 6, 14

Newcastle, Delaware, 20

Newcome, Joseph, Master, 81

New Hamp:hxre station, 3, 4, 7, 11

NEwW HA‘;\IPSHIRE USRC 2L,

New Haven station, 37

New London, Conneetxcut 75

New Orleans, La., 25

New Orleans statmn 38, 70, 75, 76
Newport station, 30, 37, m, 79

Newton, Thom”m Exq

New ves:els requlred number of, 58
New York, 28, 68, 69, 2w 718, T8,

New York :tatlnn 3, 4, 37

Nichols, John S., Lt. Comdr., U.S.N.,, 43

22, 25,
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Nichols, Nathaniel, 2nd Mate, 3, 5, 21, 80
Nicholson, James, Capt., 38
Nicholson Joseph, Capt., U.S.N., 17, 30
Nones, H. B., (Capt., 38, 44, 45, 69, 72
Norfolk, Va., 27, 28, 71, 79

Norfolk station, 37

NORTH CAROLINA, 11, 19, 34
North Carolina station, 4, 73

Noyes, Joseph, Warrant Officer 37
Nullification Excitement, 42-48
Nuttle, Charles, 2nd Mate, 3, 80

Oath to support the Constitution, 11
O'Brien, G. A., Lieut., 37
Ocracock, North Carolina, 22

Odiorre, Samuel, 3rd Mate, 80
Officers:
Army and Navy, Relative rank be-
tween, 651

Relative compensation of Navy and
Revenue Service, 51,
Officers of Navy:
Attracted to Revenue Cutter service, 35
Continental, 19
Employment in Revenue Service dis-
continued 36, 37

Resigned to accept commissions in
Revenue Service, 37
Uniforms, 17, 38, 39
Officers of the Navy and Revenue Service,
rank of, 55

Officers of Revenue Cutter Service:
Appointment of, 15,
Boarding, 79
Commanding cutters, 18
Commissioned in, 37, 38
Compensation Act of July 2, 1836, 42
Duties of, 54, 55, 61
Equalization with naval service, 50, 51
Examination into professional qualifi-
cations of, 61
Faithfulness of, 53, b4
Furlough of, 35
Lists of, 3, 4, 18, 21, 22, 25
34, 37, 38, 68, 71, 80-82
Oath required, 11
Orders issued to, 36, 37
Pay of, 18, 19, 22, 51, 52
Powers and duties, 8-11, 46, 47
Promotion of, 54
Relative rank with officers of Army
and Navy, b1, 52
Retained in, 21, 22
Retirement of, 35
Subsistence, 24
Uniforms of, 17, 38-41, 69, 73
Ogden, Nath'l A., 2nd Mate, 80
“Old Ironsides,” U.S.8., 17
Oliver, John S., 3rd Mate 81
Oliver, W. 8., 3rd Mate, 22
QOlmstead, William, Capt., 38
Orders: (See also, Rules, Regulations)
Feb. 19, 1845,
May 19, 1846, 74-76
Oct. 19, 1865, 77
Oregon station, 79
Origin of Revenue Cutter Service, 1, 2
Ottinger, Douglass, Captain, 69, 78

Page, Edward, lad, 28

Parish, W., 2nd Mate, 21
Parker, J., 2nd Mate, 21, §0, 81
Parker, William, 2nd Mate, 80
Parrish, William, 2nd Mate, 81
Parrott, John, 2nd Mate, 3, 80
Pasamaquoddy station, 37
PATRIOT, U.S.R.C., 21, 34

Pay:
Personnel, 2, 11, 12, 14, 15, 61, 67,
73, 74

26, 32,

Petition for increase of, 22
Revenue Cutters, 18, 19, 22
Pay and rations, 2, 3
Pay Differences and Rank, 49-50

Payne, James, Capt.
S.N.), 18, 21,
Peace Establishment, 1801, 20
Peirce, Nathaniel, 2nd Mate, 82
Pennant, Revenue Cutters, 17
Pennington, Ed., 21, 81
Pennsylvania station, 3
Pensions to Revenue Service, 30
Perkins, Ebenezer, 3rd Mate, §0
Perkins, Edward, 3, 21
Perkitt, E., 3rd Mate, 22
Perrie, George W., 2nd Mate, 81
Perry, M. C.,, Commodore, U.S.N., 72
Personnel:
Charlazcter and compensation of, 21, 11,

(téc;rmerly Master, U.

Number employed, 60
Number increased, 14, 15
Pay of, 2, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 19, 61,
67, 68, 73, 74
Petrita, Mexican steamer, 77
Philadelphia, Pa., 69, 76
Phippen, William, 2nd Mate, 26, 28, 82
PlCKER;;\‘G, U.S.R.C., 4, 14, 15, 17-21, 32,
Pierce, Nathaniel, 2nd Mate, 26
PILGRIM, U.S.R.C., 34
Pilots, employment of, 46, 47
Pittsburgh, Pa., 67-69
Point Lobos, 77, 78
POLK, U.S.R.C,, 70, 71, 74, 79
Polk, V(,'nlz‘Y w., Ca.(;))t (formerly Midn., U.S.
), 31,
POLLY, USRC 34
Pomone, British fn;zate, 28
Porter, David, Officer, 3, 21,
Portland stat)on 37
PORTSMOUTH, U.S.R.C., 37
Portsmouth station, 37
Potomac, U.S. Frigate, 39, 40
POTOMACK, U.S.R.C., 34
Powell, Richard, Lieut., 43
Power, Edward, seaman, 28

32, 80

Preble, Edward, Officer, 15, 18, 19, 39-41
Precldent U.S. frlg’lte, 2;) 30
Price, Georr.'e Master, U.S.N,, 18, 21, 81

Prmce George, 1st Mate, 8"
Prince Rupurt's Bay, 17
Pritchard, William, Gunner, 30
Prizes:

Captured, 18, 30, 33, 45

Sloop Swusan captured off Mill River by

British frigate Pomone, 28

To officers of Cutter LOUISTANA, 43
Promotions:

Officer, 36, 37, 54

Rule similar to Navy, 57, 61
Propellers, submerged, criticized, 66
Property saved, value of, 7§
Protector, ship, 19
Prouty, Caleb, 1st Lieut., 73
Provisions, 1§, 19
Pruet, William, seaman. 28
PULASKI, No. 1, U.S.R.C., 34, 38
Purkett, John, 3rd Mate, U.S.N., 81

Randolph, George, Boatswain, 28
Randolph, Thos. M., Lieut., 37, 38
Rank of Officers of Navy and Revenue
Service. 38, 55
Rations, 5, 6, 22, 24, 31
Records, journals, etc., 69, 75, 76
Regulations for Engineers, 6§, 69
Rentville, Mexican brig, 77
Revenue Cutters:
Accounts, 17
Additional ones needed, 22
Annual expenses, 18, 19
Armament of, 12, 13, 23
At Charleston, 42
Boston Cutter, 31
Boston to increase force of, 23
Coastal service, 43
Collections annually, 1830-1840, 47, 48
Construction or purchase of, 4, 11-16
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Co-operation with \I'lvy 17

Cost of, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 18, 23

Crews of, discharged, 21

Dimensions of, 2, 4, 7, 11,

Duties assigned, 47

Ensign and Pennant of, 15, 18, 17

Expenditures annually, 1830-1840, 47,
h

Fxpense of, 23

Explosion on GALLATIN, 29, 30

Fleet at declaration of war, 25

Increase needed, 23

Introduction of xtcam into service, 46

Ll\[\ and stations, 11, 18, 23, 32, 34,
37, 71, T4,7S

List of, in the
1\'.. 34

List of t‘ll\mg part in French Imbrog-
lio, 19

A\e\vpm‘t Cutter, 31

Number of secizures by,

13, 14, 23

service from 1750 to

Officers, appointment of,

Olﬁ(er\ lists of, 3, 4. 13, ,
34, 37, 3N, 88,

Orhcen <ub~1~tent‘o, 21

Placed in Naval Extablishment, 17, 21

Prepared for War, 25

Reduction of, number, 21

Repairs, 11

teport of, ordered, 21

Sale of, 12, 21

Service of, 35, 36, 48

Slaves permitted on bhoard, 335

Supptlies for, &, 14, 23, 21

Suppression of illicit trading by, 21

SURVIEYOR, U.S.RC.:
List of Otlicers & Crew, 28
Report of capture, 24

Susan, captured by, 28, 29

Tabld of, Feb. 12, 1802, 21, 22
Officers, 25, 26

Twelve authorized, July 6,

Revenue Cutter Service:

Accolunts and financial management of,
1

Annual expense of, 2, 3

Appropriation, 17

Authorized by Congress, 2

Captains in, 73, 79

Diseontinued to’ lighthouxe t@nderx 47

Ensign and pennants for

Inquiry into abolishing uf,

Material requirements of,

Navy Officers attracted tn, 35

Navy Pension Lists, 23, 30

Otlicers:
Pay of, 22
Taken from, 21

Officers and crews, 17

Origin of, 1, 2, 21

Persmnnel of, 2, 3, 4. 8-11, 13-15, 17-19,
21, 26, 32, 34-42, 4R, 47, 50-53, 61,
68, 69, 71, 73, 79-82

Powers and duties of, 8-11,
47, 52

Proper establishment of, 2

Rations, 3, 6, 22, 24, 31

Teductinn of, 21

Peturn to original purpose, 21

Itules and Regutations revised, 54

Secretaryz’s views on second increase
of, 2

Steam vessels in, 62, 63

Strength increased, 11, 14, 15

Supplies for, S, 14, 23, 24

Uniforms, 39-41, 69, 73

Revenue Marine Burcau:

Establishment of, 54

Lighthouse Establishment, assigned to,
73

1505, 23

14-16, 46,

Revenite hotte placed under supervision
of, 74
Revenue Marine Service, report regarding,
5 2

Revolutinnary War, Relative rank, during,
al

Rrynard, prize captured, 18

Rice, George, 2nd Mate, 26, S1

Richmond, Va., 67, 70

Rimbtey, Dennard, 2nd DMate, 81
Rumbley )

Rin Grande river, 75

Roach, Isaac, lst Mate, 80, 81

Rodgers, James B., Warrant Officer. 37

Rodgers, John, Commodore, U.S.N., 25, 30

Rogers, Willium, 2nd bMate, 82

Ross, Thomas, Master, U.S.N., §2

Rowan, J. H., Lieut., 37

Rowan, Stephen (., Lieut., 35, 37

Rudelph, T. C., Capt., 26, 37, 50

Rue, Benjamin, 2nd Mate, 80

Rules amil Regulations tor Ilevenue Serv-
ice (See also Orders), 68,

Rules and Regulations revised, 54

Rumbley, D. (See also Rimbiey, Dennard),
2nd Mate, 21

RUSH, U.KS.R.C., 35 37

RUSH, BE S

(See

Russell, Captain, U.§
Ru 11, W. (formerly \[1dn U.S.N.), 37
Russell, William, Lieut., 49

Kalaries, see compensation

SALLY, U.S.R.C,, 34

Saltonstall, Nathantel, 3rd Mate, 22, 80

Salutes, Commanding officers forbidden to
fire, 73

Salvage claimed, 50

SRalvage Questions, 49-58

Sanders, John, 2nd Mate, 81

San Domingo, 18

Sands, Thomas, Lieut., 37, 43

Sandy, James, 2nd Mate, S0

Sargent, Robert, Mate, 26, 81

Saunders John M. (or W.), 1st Mate, 25, 81

Savannah, Ga., the SNOW sent into, 30
Sawver, Josenh, Oflicer, 21, 25, Sl
SCAMMEIL, No. 1, URSKR.C., 3, 7,32, 34
SCAMMEIL, No. 2, U.S.R.C,, 11, 17, 18, 19,

21, 24
Schillinger, nos, Lieut., 37
Schoonners (Cutters) :

Contracts for, etc.,

List of, T4, T8

Ninety to one hundred and f{ifty tons.
73

Schuyler, R. & G, L., shipbuilders, 63, 71

Seott, Samuel P., Lieut., 37

\EARCH No. 1, 34

Secretary of Treasury’s report, 57, 58

Segur, George, missing after explosion on
the GALLATIN. 30

Seminole Indians in Florida,
12

1548, 79

hospitilities,

Services rendered by Revenue Cutters in

1846, 7%
Sewall, Samuel, Hon., 12, 13
.Shmmo(k prize, to the K. C. MADISON,
25,

Shaw, Thoq M.,
Shearman, \Vlllmm,
Sieily, 22

rkles & Coonk's “cut-off,” 70

Silliman, gohn H., Capt. (Master), 23, 29,

Capt., 37
1=t Mate, 26, S2

Siren, prue captured, 18

Slaves, permitted on board Revenue Cut-
ters, 35

Slave trade—acts prohibiting, 6

Smiley, Andrew, 2nd Mate, 26, 81

Smith, George, Lieut,, 43

Smith, James, Master, U.S.N,, §2
Smith, Lewis, 3rd Mate, 81

Smith, Robert, seaman, 28

Smith, Robert, Scerctary of Navy, 20
Smith, Vinson, 2nd Mate, 26, 81

smuggling conditions on the Great T.akes
and in the Gulf of Mexiro, 59
Snell, William, 3rd” Mate, 22, 80
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Snow, captured by MADISON, 25, 30
SOUTH CAROLINA, No. 1, 4, 32, 34
SOUTH CAROLINA, No. 2, 11, 18, 19, 34
SOUTH CAROLINA, No. 3, 34

South Carolina station, 4

Spencer, John C., Secretary of Treasury,
56, 55 62, 63

SPENCER, U.S.R.C., 63- 69 71 74-76, 78

Squire, John, lxl I\hto 215,

Stacey, (‘aloh 3rd \hto RO

Stannard, J. M., Warrant Officer, 37

Stations, U.S, Revenue Cutter Service, 2, 3,
19, 29, BT, 'BS, 79

Stations unguarded, 48

Stearn, introduction of, 62

i Cngines

Steam Journal of SPENCER, 64, 65

Steam propelled cutter considered@ in 1837,
)

Steam vessels, suggested employment of,
2 63

Steele, J. W., Comptroller's Office, 20

Stevens' “cut-off.”” 70

Stewart, Robert N., Asst. Engr, 68

Stittman, Allen & Company, Shipbuilders,
70, 71

St. Kitts, 17, 20

St. Narting, 17

St. Mary's, Florida, 72

Stoddart, Beng)amin, Secretary of the Navy,

= 2
Stoddart, Thos.,, Warrant Officer, 37
Stoneall. J. T., 2nd Lieut., 69
Stover, Peter, Warrant Officer, 27
Straits of Magellan, 71
Stureis Jesiah, Capt., 41, 45, 46, 49
Submeraed ]1rnpr‘)ﬂr~ ('11[1(‘1/('(! 66
SURPRIEE,. U SR.C.
SURVEYOR, U. '
Susan. glnrm. nmured 2), 28, 29
SWIFTSURE, U.S.R.C, 37

Taber, W, B.,, Warrant Ofﬁ(er, BG
Tancey, ————, 48, 498, 74, 78, 79
Tanner John, 18t AMate, S0
Tayvlor, Captain, 21

S.R.C. 23—2“. 3472

Taylor, Dugomier, Master. U.S.N., 82
Taylor, John, Warrant Oflicer, 37
Taylor, J(h:\rd Aaster, 4, 32, S0

Tavlor, William, 2nd \I.lt( [2
Tayior. Zachary, General, 1.5 A, 77
Tebasgucna, M(‘.\:ir‘an steamer, 77
Tenders, lighthouse, 47
Thatcher, Stephen, Lieut., 37
Thomas, William, 2nd Mate, R0
THOQMAS, JEFFERSON, T.SR.C., 34
Thompson, Iames, Warrant Oilicer, 37
Thompson, Thomas, 1st Alate, &1
Thompson, T., IFirst AMate, 21
Tilton, John, 3rd Mate, S0
Timber vessels, short life nf 0
Tingey, Commodore, U.8.N., 1§, 19
Tobago. Mexico, 17
Tohasco, Mexico, T2, 77
Tomlinson, J., shipbuilder, 71

Penn, Officer,

Toulon, 22

Townsend, 37, 8’2

Tracy, H. A., Lieut., 27

Traves, Wm. L., 2rd Muate, 82

Travis, Samuel, Officer, 25, 28

Travis, Wm. L., 3rd Mate, 24, .

Treaty of IPeace with IFrance, 19

Trevett, Benj., 1st Nite, &2

Trevett, Samuel R., Officer, 31, 82

Trewett, 8. R., Captain, 25

Truxton, Commodore, U.S.N,, 17, 19

Tucker, Captain, 3

Turnbull, James, Asst. Fngr., 68

Tyler, .Jo(}sm, President of the United States,
8

Udney. Captain, British DTI\OT‘IGT 27, 218
UNANIMITY, U.S.R.C., 19, 34
Uniform of the Revenue Marlne 56, 58
Uniforms:

I’ngineer officers, 69

Marine officers, 17

Naval ¥7, 38, 89

Iievenue Cutter Service, 17, 36, 38-41,
73

i
Union, 8.8., 71
UNION, U.S.R.C., 34

Vallance, William, 1st Mate, 81

Van Buren, Ecbert, 37

Van Buren, M., 63

Van Buren, ————, 49, 74-78

Yandalia, U.S. Ship, 44

Van Deusen, Isaac, 3rd Mate, &0

Vessels of iron preferred to wood, 58-60

Vessels of timber in Gulf of Mexico, 60

Vessels of IRRevenue Service, List and sta-
tions. 37,

Vessels required, numher of new, 58

Vessels unfit for service, 59
VETO, U.S 1M, sailing boat, 73
VIGILANT, No. 1, 3, A4, ll, 19, 32, 34

VIGILANT, No. 2, 21, 22, 24
VIGILANT, No. 3, 25, 30, 34 37 73
Virgin Gorda 17

VIRGINIA, No. 1, 4, 34

VIRGINIA. No. 2. 11, 12, 18, 19, 32, 34
Virginia station, 4, 12

Viren, U.S. brig, 23

Yoltigucre, prize captured, 18

Wade, John, 3r@ Mate, 22, 81
Wade, schooner, prize, 25, 20
Walden Green, Lieut., 27
Walker, John, Warrant Officer, 27
Walker, RR. J., Secretary of Treasury, 69,
T3, 6, T8

WALKER. U QR(“ 67, 70, 71,

allace, Joseph, 1st Mate, 4, &
War declared, June 18, 1812. 2
War of 1812, 25, 72
War with Mexico, 74, 75, 77, 78
Washington, N, C., 27

74
0
5

WASHINGTON, 1.8 R.C.. 42-44, 48
Webh, Thos, T., (‘omm:lndor. U.B.N., 44
Webley, Benjamin, Master. 81

Webster, John A., Capt. 33, 37, 67, 74, 76,
Tiy ‘82

Webster, I\ialﬁew. seaman, 28

Weeks, John, Mate, 26, 81
Welch, Hezekinh, 1st Mate, ? 5, 21, 80
Welsh, , Lieut. U.S.N

West Point Foundry Awmmlmn, 69, 71

Whitcomh. John, Lieut., (2nd Mate) 37, 82

White, Thos., 1st Mate, 21

Whitehead, W. B., Lieut., 38

Willinms, Jacoh, Jr., drd Mate, §2

Williams, John Foster, Capt. (formerly
Master), 2-8, 14, 10, 21, 22, 32, 80

Williams, Peter, cook, 28

Wilmington. Dela.. 75

Wilson, George, Warrant Officer, 37
Wilson, Jacob F., Asst. Engr., 68

Wilson, Robert. Lieut., 37

IWite, Thomas, 1st NMate, f1

Wolcott, Secretary of Treasury,

Oll\er Jr.,

a )

WOl (‘OTT I' SR:C; 31, T4, 78

Wood, John, an Mate, 4, 80

Wood, Wm. W., Chief Engineer, U.S.R.C.
SPENCER, 65

Woodbury. Levi, Secretary of Treasury, 33,
39, 40, 44, 49, Ko, 62, 63

WOODBURY, U.SR.C.. 45, 46, 48, 74-78

Woodward, Chas. 8., 1st Mate, 26, 82
Worthington, Gale, Capt., 25
Wright, James, Ch. Engr., 68

Wynkoop, Peter, 1st Mate, 82

Yarmouth, England, U.S.R.C. HAMILTON
first American Government vessel
to visit that port, 45

Yeaton. Hopely, Captain, 3, 7, 11, 21, 32, 30

York River 26, 28

Yorktown, 26

Young, W. 8., Warrant Officer, 37








