Appea No. 1801 - George G. HUNTER v. US - 26 June, 1970

| N THE MATTER OF MERCHANT MARI NER S DOCUMENT NO. Z1054446- D2
AND ALL OTHER SEAMAN S DOCUMENTS
| ssued to: George G HUNTER

DECI SI ON OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

1801
George G HUNTER

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239 (g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Reqgul ations
137. 30- 1.

By order dated 24 June 1969, and Examiner of the United States
Coast Guard at New Ol eans, Loui siana, suspended Appellant's
seaman's docunent of four nonths upon finding himaguilty of
m sconduct. The specification found proved allege that while
serving as a Wper on board SS SUE LYKES under authority of the
docunent above capti oned, Appell ant:

(1) On 14 April 1969, at a foreign port, wongfully had
I ntoxicating |iquor in his possession;

(2) on 24 April 1969, at a foreign port, wongfully had
I ntoxicating liquor in his possession; and

(3) on 24 April 1969, at a foreign port, failed to perform
duti es because of intoxication.

Appel l ant did not appear at the hearing. The Exam ner entered
a plea of not guilty to the charge and each specification.
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The I nvestigating Oficer introduced in evidence voyage
records of SUE LYKES.

At the end of the hearing, the Exam ner rendered a decision in
whi ch he concl uded that the charge and specifications had been
proved. The Exam ner then entered an order suspending all docunent
| ssued to Appellant for a period of four nonths.

The entire decision was served on 7 July 1969. Appeal was
timely filed on 28 July 1969.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 14 and 24 April 1969, Appellant was serving as a w per on
board SS SUE LYKES and acting under authority of his docunent.

On 14 April 1969, at Brenerhaven, Gernmany, Appellant, w thout
authority, had intoxicating liquor in his roomaboard the vessel.

On 24 April 1969, Appellant failed to performduties because
of intoxication at Rotterdam the Netherlands, and again had
I ntoxicating liquor in his roomaboard the vessel.

BASES OF APPEAL

Thi s appeal has been taken fromthe order inposed by the
Examner. It is urged that the order is too severe.

APPEARANCE: Appel |l ant, pro se.

OPI NI ON
Appel lant's prior record is |engthy:

(1) 6 August 1957, Seattle, Washington, warned for
failure to performduties, SS TRANSATLANTI C,

(2) 27 Decenber 1960; Rotterdam warned for failure to
performduties and failure to join SS MARGARET
BROVN;
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(3) 8 Decenber 1961, Houston, Texas, warned for failure
to join SS ALCOA Pl ONEER;

(4) 5 June 1963; Baltinore, Maryland,, warned for
failure to join SS MAI DEN CREEK;

(5 12 June 1966, Corpus Christi, Texas, warned for
unaut hori zed absence from SS CANTI GNY;

(6) 27 decenber 1966, Houston, Texas, warned for five
days' unaut hori zed absence from SS KI NGS PO NT; and

(7) 7 Cctober 1968, New Ol eans, Louisiana, warned for
refusing to obey a lawful order and failure to
perform duti es aboard SS TRANS HUDSON.

Wth an extensive record like this, it cannot be said that the
suspensi on ordered by the Exam ner for the three offenses found in
this case is too severe.

ORDER

The order of the Exam ner dated at New Ol eans, Loui siana, on
24 June 1969, is AFFI RVED.

C. R BENDER
Admral, United States Coast Guard
Conmandant

Si gned at Washington, D.C., this 26th day of June 1970

| NDEX

Exam ner's order
Hel d appropriate in view of prior record

Prior record
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Hel d justifying suspension
**x** END OF DECI SION NO. 1801 *****
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