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Subj: DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO OCMIs TO GRANT DRYDOCK EXTENSIONS
Ref: (a) Marine Safety Manual Volume II

1. PURPOSE: This policy letter delegates the authority to grant certain drydock extensions to Eighth Coast
Guard District Officers in Charge Marine Inspection (OCMIs).

2. BACKGROUND: Section B, Chapter 3.A.4.d. of reference (a) describes the delegation of drydock
extension authority to OCMIs and District Commanders. With limited exceptions, most drydock extension
requests for vessels not in a laid-up status were required to be forwarded to the District Commander for
review/approval or forwarding to Commandant as appropriate. This proved to be a paperwork intensive process
for drydock extension requests of 30 days or less.

3. DISCUSSION: Section B, Chapter 3.A.4.d.10 of reference (a) authorizes District Commanders to grant
drydock extensions for up to three months for most vessel types based on a drydock extension examination and
an OCMI recommendation. However, for drydock extension requests of 30 days or less, a drydock extension
examination is not required and the OCMI’s recommendation is almost universally accepted. Thus, for these
short-term extensions, D8(m) involvement has been largely administrative with little value added.

4. ACTION: Effective immediately, Commander Eighth Coast Guard District delegates to Eighth District
OCMIs the authority to grant drydock extensions up to 30 days for tank ships, tank barges, freight vessels and
offshore supply vessels. This authority is delegated to the OCMI in who’s AOR the vessel is operating; the
OCMI has the discretion to forward the request to the certificating OCMI. The OCMI may require a drydock
extension examination that may include internal and underwater examinations. OCMIs will continue to forward
their recommendations to D8(m) for drydock extensions between 31 and 90 days along with the required
drydock extension examination results. The procedure for requesting drydock extensions in excess of 90 days
remains unchanged, they will be sent to COMDT (G-MOC) via D8(m). The enclosed table outlines the
delegated drydock extension authority based on the vessel type and drydock extension length, and reflects this
policy. My primary POC for this matter is LT Phillip Ison at (504) 589-3049.
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