


































































































































































































1923: COAST T0 COAST NONSTOP

1923: ENDURANCE RECORD BY REFUELING IN MID-AIR

1924: ACROSS AMERICA, DAWN TO DUSK
1924: AROUND THE WORLD IN 175 DAYS

1925: VICTORY IN PULITZER AND SCHNEIDER SPEEO RACES

1926-27: GOOD-WILL TOUR OF SOUTH AMERICA

1927: CALIFORNIA TO HAWAII, FIRST TIME
1929 IN THE AIR NEARLY A WEEK

N

Army fiyers of the twenties were the frst to refuel in
mid-air, the first to Hy nonstop across the country, the
first to cross the Pacific to Hawaii, and the first to Hy
around the world. These achicvements, far from being
stunt flights, were aviation of the most practical sort.
Dependent on exicnsive preparation for their success,
their purposes were scveral: the development of better
plancs, cngines, and navigational equipment; the train-
ing ol personnel; the advancement of fiying techniques;
the exploration of new fight areas. In addition to
proving the possibility of flying military craft long dis-
tances, these Hights helped the U.S. citizen to realizc
the increasing reliability and efliciency of Hying.

As early as 1919, a Martin bomber was Hown for the
first time completely around the rim of the United
States. Less than a year later, four DH-4B’s led by Capt.
St. Clair Streett completed the hrst round-trip flight
between New York and Nome, Alaska., The outstand-
ing Army flights pictured here began in 1923, In May
of that year the first nonstop Hight from coast to
coast was made by Lts. Oakley G. Kelly and John A.
Macready. In 1922 these fyers had left San Diego twice
with the hope of reaching New York. The frst time,
bad weather forced them back. On their second at-
tempt, a leaky radiator had causcd them to halt their
fight at Indianapolis, Indiana,

Now, on their third try, Kelly and Macrcady re-
versed the direction of the fight so as to have a lighter
gas load when they short-cut over the western moun-
rains. In this way they flew nonstop from New York
to San Diego in less than 27 hours. They had shown
that in a national emergency, troops and supplies could
be transported from coast to coast in little more than
a day. They had also covercd the greatest distance ever
madc iu a single cross-country Hight.

The ycar 1923 saw also a notable Army endurance
flight (see photographs). On August 27 and 28, Capt.
Lowell H. Smith and Lt John P. Richter established
a world endurance record of over 3714 hours by means
of mid-air refueling. To keep them aloft, a second De
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Army planes made record flights in the postwar decade

Havilland, Hown by Lts. Virgil Hine and Frank W.
Seifert, was used as a servicing plane. Every six hours
the needed [uel was transferred through a b0-foot hose
which the endurance fyers had to calch and insert
into the large opening of an extra tank behind the rear
cockpit. Smith and Richter had hoped to stay up four
days and four nights. But when a heavy fog gathered
over Rockwell Field the evening of the second day, it
became impossible to wransfer the gas, and at 6:19 P.M.
they landed. The flight suggested significant possibil-
ities. An overloaded bomber could take off with a min-
imum supply of gas and refuel alter it was airborne in
order to complete its mission. Or it could take on gas
in mid-air over territories where landing facilities were
not adeguate for the type of planc involved.

The following year Lt Russell L. Maughan piloted
a Curtiss PW-8 across the Amcrican continent in less
than 22 hours, about five hours under the record time
Kclly and Macready had made. Leaving New York at
dawn, June 23, 1924, Maughan reached the West Coast
by dusk without a single mechanical failure in his
planc. His flight showed that pursuit planes located
anywhere in the United States could be transferred to
any of its borders within 24 hours.

T'he same year saw the first round-the-world flight in
aviation: history. Six of the eight Air Service fiyers who
began the hazardous journey succeeded in circling the
globe in 175 days. The amount of preparation for their
flight was prodigious. So that various foreign nations
could be visited, extensive diplomatic arrangements had
to be made by the State Depariment. Special Douglas
World Cruisers werc designed and built, The most ad-
vantageous route was determined, charted, and divided
into sections, Officers were sent ahead to prepare land-
ing fields, and supplies were shipped in advance to key
points all along the proposed routc.

In 1923, in competition with the Navy and foreign
contenders, the Army won both the Pulitzer Trophy
and the international Schncider Cup—two of the
world's great speed awards. These events were regarded



















































































































































































































































































































CURTISS B-2 MARTIN B-10

CURTISS P-1 BOEING P-26
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