CHAPTER 20

SEA POWER

Contol of the sea mears securiy. Control of the sea means
peae.Contol of the sea can mean victory. The United States
must contol the sea if it is to qotect our securit

The United States is in a position of world
leadershipMaintaining tha position is anever-ending
task that becomes harder with each crucial world
situation The Navy has avital role in protectirg world
freedom We can only maintan this freedam through a
Navy tha has totd dedication to that end You are an
important link in our Mvy’s commitment to freedom.

In the Navy, we, like our forefathers mud make
many sacrficesto maintan our goals Tha often means
being anay from our homes for long periods standing
long watches or doing arduows work. The resut is
fulfilling the goal ofkeeping thevorld free.

Asyou study for advancemento petty officer, you
shout begin to realize your importane to the owerall
missia of the Navy. Advancemenwill be just one of
therewardsyouwil | recdve for dedicatiomand sacrfice.

UNITED STATES SEA ROWER

Learnirg Objectves When you finish thischapte, you
will be able to—

* Recognize the importance of sea power in
relation to toda\s world.

* |dentify the operationacomponerg of the U.S.
Navy sea jpwer.

Sea power as aconcep mears more than military
power at sea Sea power describe anatioris ability to
proted its political, economic¢ and military interests
through contrd of the sea The principd parts of sea
power are naval power, ocean science ocean industy,
and ocean commerce.

Sea power encompassecommercid rivalries in
peacetime diplomatic manewering and the clash of
fleets in wartime The concep of sea power has been

valid whethe the fleets were wooden men-ofwar or
mighty battleships It remairs sourd today, although
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technoloy has causé ship-to-shp battles to become

patt of histoly insteal of part of contemporay tactics.
Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan, USN, was the first
persa to use the term sea powea. He usel it in his
principal work, The Influence of Sea Power Upon
History, 1660-1783,published in 1890. Mahan
propose tha there were six conditiors requiral for a
nation to lave sea pwer:

1
2.

An advantageous geographical position

Serviceable coastlines, abundant natural
resources, andfavorable climate

Extent of territory
4. Apopulationlargeenoudntodeferditsterritory

5. A society with an aptitude for the sea and
commercial enterprise

A governmen with the influence to dominate
the sea.

Inthedecadsimmediatey foll owing the Civil War,
the primary role of the U.S. Navy was as coastal
defende and commere raide. The United States did
not exercise sea power, but believed in the concep of
nationd isolation In effect, the nation stressd naval
expansia within its ovn country. By 189Q howewer,
the nation began naval expansion toward other
countriesitsconcepof nationdisolation beganto elb.

Tho=e groups in the Navy ard in the government
who believed in sea power endorsd Maharis doctrine.
They basel their endorsemetron the belief that history
provides clues to achkving maritime supremacy.
Maharis concept therefore becane the intellectual
force behird the United Statesdevelopmert of itsNavy
into a sea pwer.

During World War Il the emerging effects of
aircraft aircrat carriers and rada mear we fought
fewer battles with ships within sight of ead otha. In
moden naval tactics we empby gurfire for protection



againg aircrat and missiles or for bombardigy shore
targets If aimed at ships the targets will mog likely be
small fast patrd craft The crafts deliver missile or
torpedo attacks in coastahters.

Seapower today includesmany aspecdt of thenaval
strengh of a nation tha did not exist in the lag centuy.
Sea power now encompassemaritime industy and
marire sciencesThes industries and science add to
our nationd econony by exploring new resourcs for
food, freshvate, minerals, anéven lving space.

Figure 20-1 shows a Carrier Task Group, one
concep of sea power today. Sea power is a unique
resouretha natiors can usintheoceansWeuseit to
read political, economicand military goakintimes of
peace anevar.

The sea are our lifelin e for sunvval. In addition to
being abarrie betwea natiorsand abroad highway for

ships, the seas are an important source of food,

minerals and metals We use oceangoig craft to get to
thesriches Thedewelopmenof thescraft hasresulted
in the need to vide for their protection.

A well-established theory for the economic
advantage of a nation isto produ@ goods ard services

ard exchang them with othe nations Throughout
histoly, natiorstha havetraded this way and conducted

a strorg foreign trade have prosperd and grown in
economt and political strength Those that have filed

in commerce have also failed as world powers.
Throughot history, no countly has ewr becone a
world power without a strong foreign trade. All
countries generaly haveraw materials but they often
havelimited quantities Countries then trade with each
othe to g& needd materials Modem natiors with
highly compkx economis neal more raw materials
from other countries. We can often obtain many
mandacturel goods cheapefrom othe countriesthan
we can produe them locally. As amatte of economic
reality, most nations must trade or decline in strength.

Until recenty, Americars believed tha our raw
materiab would lag forever ard tha we could live
without helpfromany othe nation With our population
growth and the advancel technoloy of the United
Statesthisconcep has changedToday werely heavily
ontradewith our world neighbosfor rawmaterials We
neel tha kind of trade to keep our econony strorg and
ourwork force empdyed.

Figure 20-1.—4. S. raval sea pwer.
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The United States is nat as independenas people
think. We must import most of our raw materials.
Actually, we import no fewer than 77 resource to
maintah our preseh econony. As an example we
import 85 percen of the margane® we neal to make

steel. We use columbite to make nuclear reactors,

stainles stee] rockets and missiles we import 90
percen of it. We also import bauxie (usel to refine
aluminun) and chromite (usel to strengthe steel).
More than 90 percen of the tin we neal in this country
we import At one time, the U.S. consumd more than
one-thid of the entire world's suppl of oil. However,

through consevation efforts we havereducel tha oil

consumptionHalf of thefree-world minerd production
gossintotheindustrid need of the United StatesOf all

our needé mineralsonly abou 11 arefound withinour
borderstheU.S.is araw-material-décient nation The

You shoul realize the importane of the United
Statesability to maintan contrd of the seafor theuse
of the free world. To proted our nationd securiy and
sustan our econony, our nation mug continte to take
the following actions:

¢ Import rawmateriasfrom throughouthe world,
convert them into manufactured goods, and
export them to the world marketplace by ocean

shipping.

* Kee the sea-lans open and secue in times of
peaeardtensionand denythemtotheenenyin
times ofwar.

Many areas of sea power are covered in the
remainde of this chapte. Kegp in mind that no matter
wheryour statimis, your job playsanimportartrolein

United States could not possibly produce enough our natioris sea power. Your job helps keep us all free

aircrat to moveall the goods tha now travel by wate.
Our economy depends @araterborne commerce.

The United States like all natiors of the world,
ackrowledges freedan of the sea unde international
law. When fighting wars natiors do whatewer isintheir
power to prevernt the eneny from using the seas They
aim to cut commercia shippirg lanes to preven the
eneny from recaving critical raw materias for the war
effort. Throughot history, the gred natiors havebeen
thoewhich controlled the seasFrom theancier times
of Persato the World War 11 days of Japanloss of sea
power has caused mynations tdfail.

Before World War |1, we were aquig nation and
stayal mostly to oursel’les When we were drawn into
World War |, we becane the mog industrializel nation
in the world. Our econony slowed down after the war;
when World War Il started we once more became
highly industrialized We haveremainel that way ever
since Our defeng depend on a highly producive
industrid system We mud keep the sea-lans open so
tha the supply of essentihraw materid continues to
flow in our direction Halting the flow would be agreat
blow to the safey and econony of the United Statesin
the wars of this nation we havemanagd to maintan a
constamsuppl of rawmaterialsBut, to kegp our troops
supplied we have had to ship over 97 percen of our
productsoverseas.

and secure.

REVIEW 1 QUESTIONS

QL1 What is sea@ver?

Q2. Listtheprincipd operationhcomponergof our
natioris sea pwer.

a.

Q3. According to Alfred Mahan, there are six
conditions required for a nation to have sea
power. List these conditions.

a.
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Q4. Intodays world, what aspec of naval strength

exist that didnt exist in the 19th centyr

Q5.
independentTo proted¢ ourseles ard to keep
our econony going this countly mud take the
following actions:

a.

THE U.S.NAVY'S RESPONSIBILITY IN
SEA POWER

Learnirng Objectves When you finish this chapte, you
will be able to—

¢ |dentify the missiors ard functiors of the U.S.
Navy in wartime and peacetime.

¢ |dentify thefunctionsof theU.S. Navy toinclude

strategic nuclear deterrence and security of

sea-lanes communications.

At this point in your Navy caree, if you haverit
dore so alread, you may som find yoursef asking
severd questionsWhy are we spreal out far and wide
from our shore® Why do we have aNavy? Wha isthe
purpo® of thisdepbymen® If you look at the goak of
our nation you will see wha our missia is. First, you

should understand why we need a strong Navy to

As this century closes, no nation is totally

suppot our nationad objectves Sone of thee reasons
are as folbws:

Two of our states are outsice the continental
United States (Bwaii and Alaska).

Four U.S. territories lie owersea (Puerb Rico,
the Virgin Islands, Guam, and the Northern
Marianas).

Two of our allies (Cana@ and Mexico) border
the United Statesthe red of our allies, sone 42
of them, areverseas.

NATO countries and Japanour principd allies,
are highly dependent on U.S. support and
imports the kulk of whichcomestothemby sea.

Ninety-nine percen of all U.S. overseatradeis
transported by sea lines of communications
(world trade routes).

TheU.S. industrid outpu depend on continued
shipments of raw materials and
enegy-producing resources froaverseas.

Our ability to contrd the sea is essentikin the
deterrence of a general war and aggression
against ay nation or area vital to our interest.

Now, let's look at the primaty functionsof the Navy.
The Navy and the Marine Corps organize train, and
equp Navy ard Marine Corpsforcesto condud prompt
and sustained combat operations at sea. These
operatios involve sea-basa aircrat and land-based
naval air componentsThes forces have five primary

tasks:

=

A WD

Theymud se& and destoy eneny naval forces
Suppress enemy sea commegag
Maintain general aval supremey

Control vital sea areas

5. Protect vital sea lines of communications

The Navy's busines is to clea the way for the
operatimg forcesto accomplis their task whatewer it is.
TheNavy mug drive theenemys fighting forces off the
high seasout of the air, and acros the seas The Navy
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mud block the enemys sea-lansand sink its merchant
ships and transports.

In recent years, we ka exercised control of
sea-lane in the Middle East During the 1987-1989
“tanker wars' in the Persia Gulf (fig. 20-2), the U.S.
Navy protectel mercham ships ard oil tarkers flying
theU.S. flag. In 199Q we conducte anaval blockace of
Iraq to enfore United Nations sanctiors following
Irag's invasion ofKuwait.

TheNavy also providesforcesfor joint amphibious

operations. It trains all forces assigned to these

operatios in amphibios warfare as directal by the

aircraft and weapoisin three forms The first involves
the speedp of researh ard developmen to find new

weaponsThe secoml entaik the laying up of old ships
to saveoperatig and overhaulirg coss and the shifting

of tha morey into new constructionThe third consists
of the “hi-low balancel mix” concept Tha concept
involves the purchas of a few highly effective aircraft

ard ships sud as nuclea propulsia aircrat carriers
(CVNs) ard submarine (SSBNs) At thesanetime, we

are developing new classs of low-cog ships suc as

guided-missile figates and sea-control ships.

Our nuclea-age world hasresultel in anuclea-age
Navy. Although the Navy uses nuclea weapors and

Joint Chiefs of Staff. It also conducts naval guidal missiles as its primaly destrucive weaponsit
reconnaissance, antisubmarine warfare, mine layingstill maintains, and is improving, conventional
and controlled mine-field operations, and protects weaponsSuc weapors enabé the Navy and Marines

shipping Operation Deset Shield/Stom is atypical
example The Navy joins with the othea services in
defending the United Stategadnst air attack.

AsyoucanseetheNavy's missianis very compkex.
As aresut of tha compkxity, the United States is
undertakig a massve modernizatio of Navy ships,

to rapidly depby ard to apply the necessar force to
fight a limitedwar.

TheNavy leadsthe way in scientfic projectsinthe
area of navigation Navy ships can navigate on and
unde the oceasfor daysat atime. Theyno longe rely
ontraditiond sourcssud aslandmarlsand stasto fix

Figure 20-2.—4. S. ships bbwing up an oil platform in the Persian Gulf.
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their position. The Navy continues to improve its
propulsion systems. The Navy’s continued
improvements in propulsion systems allow Trident
submarine to operae undetectd beneah the oceans.
The newer, faste, and quiete fast-attak submarines
prow! the ocears at will . These ships haveaddel anew
dimensio to the world of undersa warfare We have
made great strides in underwater acoustics,
oceanogralpy, and other scierit fields.

Throughothistory, theshoresof theeneny ardthe
range of our ships gurs havelimited the Navy’s radius
of action Now with the dewelopmen of long-range
aircraft and ballistic missiles, the Navy’s radius of
action spans theorld.

In the past when ships sailed in atask force, they
traveled togethe in formation Howewer, tha tactic
increasd the numbe of losses during an attack Today,
ships are dispersd over a wide area which increases
their chancesof sunival inthe event of anuclea attack.

Although the tactics of our fleets havechangedthe
meanimg of sea power ard the neal for sea power have
remainel constantThe Navy will always se& posiive

coordinatian of the securiy of the United States under
the Secretary of Defense.

You havean importan patt to play inthe missia of
the Navy. Your responsibiliy grows as you advance in
rate Before you stat to take on that responsibiliy, you
shout be familiar with certan terms so tha you can
fully understad the missin of the Navy. They are
national strategy, national interests, and national
objectives, as stated in Naval Warfare Publication
1 (NWP-1). Naval Warfare Publication 3 (NWP-3)
defines naval straegy. Thoe publicatiors outline our
commitment to the security of the United States.

National Strategy

Nationd straegy is that broad course of action
designé to achieve nationd objectves in suppot of
nationa interests To satisky tha objectve, the defense
forces mug havethe capabiliy to dete aggressio and
to prevent coercion. They must also have enough
influence to shape world events in favor of U.S.
interestsThe United Statesmaintairsitsdefengforces
to preseveits physicd securiyy and proted its political

change, using weapons dictated by the times andindependence.

situation to prote¢ our nation from eneny invasion.
Americds seapower will play avital pattintomorow’s
world and will rave a great influence on peace.

Our nation and the othe countriesof our world rely
on the U.S. Navy to guad their liberties We must
continte to guad the< liberties as an instrumen of
peacencot asan instrumet of terrar or offensve threat.
We mug join with othea free natiors in promoting
freedom throughout theorld.

THE U.S.NAVY’S MISSION

Today, the Navy, togethe with the Army and the
Air Force, is a member of the National Military
Establishment. Their mission is to be prepared to
condu¢ promg and sustaind combd operatiors in
suppot of the nationa interest As patt of the National
Military Establishmentthe U.S. Navy’s missia is to
assue continuel maritime superioriy for the United
StatesThe Nationd Securiy Act, passd by Congress
in 1947 instituted the Nationd Military Establishment.
The aim of the Nationd Military Establishmenis the

National Interests

Nationd interess are conditiors tha are to the
advantag of our nation to purste or protect These
conditiors frequenty are of a continuirg nature They
range from the ultimate interest—nationlasunival—to
specfic regiond interests Collecively, thos interests
determire the importane of a particula region to the
security of the United States.

National Objectives

Nationd objectves are specfic goak our nation
seelstoadvance supportor protect Weprimarily have
political, economic, and security objees.

Naval Strategy

Naval strakegy is our natioris use of naval forces
(including naval aviation and Marine Corps forceg to
achieve its naval objectives. National strategy
determines our naval objectives. Our overall naval
straegy objectve iscontrd of the seaand thedenid of
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an enemy’s use of those seas important to ourwhen and where needed. Sea control is crucial to

operations.

TheNavy’s job goeshard in hard with the national
interes$ and the objectves of thered of the U.S. armed
forces Title 10 of the U.S. Coce statesthat the Navy is
to be prepare to condud¢ promp and sustaind combat

operations in support of the national interest. That world in the timely and precise manner needed to

mears we mug assue continuel maritime superiority
for the United StatesWe mug be able to totally defeat
any threa to the continual free use of the high sea by
the United States Therefore we mug maintan the
ability to destoy hostile aircraft surface ships and
submarinetha threat@& our seabore forces and those

of our allies. The national strategy determines the

Navy's mission We carly out tha missia in joint

coordination with the other armed forces and in

combine plannirgwith U.S. allies In carrying out that
mission, the Navy has two major functionsea
control andpower projection.

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE U.S.NAVY

Sea control, totd contrd of the sea for the free
movemer of all, isthe first function of the U.S. Navy. It
meaurs contrd of sd air, suface and subsuface areas,

nationd straegy. It allows us to use the ocears as

barriers for defense and as avenues to extend our

influencesoverseas.

Power projection is the seconl function of the
Navy. It is the ability to use sea power throughot the

accomplif agiven goal This covers awide area We
accompli§ power projectian by using abroad spectrum
of offengve naval operationsThes operatiosinclude
thetacticd empbymert of carrie-basel aircrat and the
use of amphibiows forces armd naval gurfire support
forces Theyalso include the strakgic nuclea response
by the fleet ballistic missile forces.

The functiors of sea contrd and power projection
are closely related Dependitg on the type of force we
aretouse weneal sonedegree of seacontrd inthesea
area from which we are to projed power. The United
States developal the naval forces capabiliiy to project
power largely as one mears of achieving or supporting
control of the seas.

To carty out the functiors of seacontrd and power
projectian in suppot of its mission the U.S. Navy has
three functions.

-.-h-k..
5TH FLEET

s

BMRF2003

Figure 20-3.—U.S. maval presence thoughout theworld.
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1. Strakgic nuclear deterrence C.

2. A strong raval presence

3. Security of the sea lines of communications d.
Strategic Nuclear Deterence e

The effectiveness of the submarine-launched
ballistic missile provides the strongetdeterrehin our Q2. List three of the ways tha the Navy uses to
strategic nuclear forces. Thus that deterrent is a modernize its arsenal.
stabilizingfactor in the stragic nuclear balance. a
Naval Presence

b.

To achieve naval presence, the Navy deploys
operationaly read/ naval forces to various owerseas
locatiors throughot the world (fig. 20-3). From these C.
locations our forces can combd hostile forces and
suppot forward-positiond U.S. grourd and air forces

as well as U.S. allies. Q3. Asdetermind by nationd straegy, wha arethe
missions of the U.S. &y?
Security of the Sea Lines of Communications a

The succes of a forward military straegy depends
upon the Nwy’s ability to keep the sea lines of b.
communicatios open The lines are betwea the
United Statesard itsforward depbyed forces itsallies,
and those area of the world essentibfor imports The
mod vulnerabkareaof thee sealinesarethose closest
to potentia hostile bass ard farthes from friendly
territory. Land-basd air ard patrd combatancraft aid a.
in the protection of shipping in those areas. The
protection of themod vulnerabéseaarearequiresthat
U.S. Navy forcesbepreseninenoudn strenghto defeat b.
hostile air, suiface and submarim threats One of the
modg demandig requiremerg upan the capabilities of
U.S. naval forces is overseas deployment. The
deployments place great demands upon both Navy

personnel and our multipurpose combatant ships. THE U.S. MERCHANT MARINE
RESPONSIBILITY IN SEA P OWER

Q4. Navy missions are determined by national
strakgy. List sone of the waysthe Navy carries
out their missions.

REVIEW 2 QUESTIONS Learnirg Objectve: When you finish this chapte, you

Q1. List the primaly tasks of the Navy’s operating will be able to—

forces. * |dentify the missiors and functions of the U.S.
a Merchant Marine irwartime and peacetime.

Our Navy ewlved from the American merchant
b. marine. Practically every Navy member of the
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American Rewlution was an experience merchant
maring. The merchabhmarines were wluntees at that

time, asyou aretoday. Whenit first caneinto being the

U.S. Navy converted merchamshipsinto fighting ships
by addirg cannorsto thedecks Throudh determination
ard the skills these merchat marines had learna on

the high seaswe won agred war. Congres authorized
the first six frigates of the Continenth Navy on 27

March 1794 Ex-merchah marines commandd and

mannel thes frigates Until World War 11, the officers
and personnktrainal in the merchah marire formed

the most important maoper reseve for the Nwvy.

With thethred of World War 11 in Europe and Asia,
Congres enacte the Merchart Marine Act of 1936.
Tha ad provided for a strorg merchamh marire to
serviethefleet as anaval auxiliary during times of war
and national enrgercy.

When World War Il started merchan ships were
scarce Since the United States needée to get ships
quickly to suppl the war effort, we seizal the ships of
theeneny inour ports Wealso took possessioof ships
from foreign private operatos in both domestt and
foreign trade We bought foreign ships and redoubled
our U.S. shipuilding dforts.

Within ayea and ahalf after we entere the war in
1941, shipyards producel ships faste than the enemy
could sink them By mass-producig ships for the war
effort, the Kaisa Shipbuilding Company producel a
ship aday. Most shipyards kuilt liberty shipsthat made
only oretrip tothe war zone If shipsdid comeback the
Navy loadal them and sert them out again. Shipyards
also mass-produat larger and faste ships—uvictory
shipsand tarkers Many of them werestill in servie 20
yeas later. We producel more than 6,000 merchant
ships during World War Il and somelow found and
trained the @ws to sail them.

The Army and Navy usad many merchan ships as
auxiliaries Weusal them ashospitd ships repar ships,
airplare carriers and for othe specihusesWedevised
ard usel new method of loading and replenishment.
Every inch of the shigs cargo holds and topsice areas
was loaded for increased carrying capacit

The U.S. merchammarire plays an importart part
in the sea power of this county. Besides importing
essentierawmateriagfor defeng of thefree world, the

merchant marine transports Army and Air Force
personnkduring times of war or nationd emeagercy. It
also transports large amounts of equipment,
ammunition fuel, and othe supplies tha mug foll ow

our forces In previous wars we moved mog of our
troops to the war zore by ship. Although we airlifted
mod of our forcesto the war zore during the Vietnam
conflict, the merchant marine transported about 97
percemof needd suppliesWemug supply abou 5tons

of suppliestotakecareof ead persm at thefront during
war. Getting those vital supplies to the right placeis a
maja task The experiene gainad from two World
Wars and the Korean and Vietnan conflicts taugh us
how important the merchant marine is.

PEACETIME MISSION

The merchant marine today consists of all
commercih oceangoig vesses flying the U.S. flag.
Although the U.S. mercham marire is not part of the
armal forces it sewves with them in wartime It is
subject to unified control under the Maritime
Administration during times of war. The merchant
marine includes all waterborne transportation—
combination cargo-passengeships tarkers dry-cago
vessels, river barges, and harbor tugs. We have
restrictel our discussio of the merchanmarirein this
chapte to oceangoig ships of 1,000 gross tons and
over. Ships of tha group include the liner fleet (ships
operatigonregular schedules)rheyalsoincludeships
contracte to carty cargo to all area of the world and
shipsin domestt and foreign trade Thetermmerchant
marinerefers to all these ships and theieves.

WARTIME MISSION

In a war, the missian of the U.S. merchat marine
includes the fobwing:

* Transpot essentibmaterias and cargo needed
for the U.S. economy and needed to aid
supplyirgtheeconome needof overseaallies

n

Resuppy American ard allied military forces
overseas

Provide undeway replenishmenfor wet or dry
cargo ard othe dired services to Navy ships at
sea
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* Increag combatahnaval forcesby being armed
to carry out convoy, antiaircraft, or
antisubmarine duties

In wartime or a nationd emegercy shot of war,
our governmei can get much-neede shipsto perform
mercham marire tasks from sewverd sources These
sourcainclude merchamshipsflyingthe U.S. flag or a
foreign flag, the Nationd Defen® Reseve Fleet and
the Military Sealit Command (MSC).

REVIEW 3 QUESTIONS

Q1 Describe the peacetime mission of the U.S.
Merchant Marines.

Q2. List the wartime missim of the U.S. Merchant
Marines.

a.

THE U.S. GOAST GUARD
RESPONSIBILITY IN SEA P OWER

Learnirg Objecive: When you finish this chapte, you
will be able to—

* |dentify the missiors ard functiors of the U.S.
Coast Guard imvartime and peacetime.

The multimissian natue of the Coa$ Guad makes
itunigueamory thearmad servicesof the United States.
It hasan operationbpeacetineroleardistheonly U.S.
military service outside the Department of Defense.

The Coas Guad is the natioris oldeg continuous
seagoilg service It was set up in 1790 as the United
States Revenwe Marine (later renameé the Revenue
Cutte Service) TheUnited StatesRevenwe Marine was

an arm of the Treasury Department, under then
Secretay Alexande Hamilton The Revenwe Marine
was primarily a law enforcement agency. Its
responsibiliy was to colled custan duties from ships
entering United Statesaters.

Although the origind role of the servie was law
enforcementrevente cutteis took pait in almog every
conflict involving the United States. These
involvements showed the military readiness of the
service.

In the mid-1800s, Congress set up the U.S.
Lifesaving Service, consisting of stations scattered
along U.S. coastsShortly after the turn of the centuy,
the Lifesaving Servie and the Revente Cutte Service
merged to form the U.S. Coas$ Guard Tha merger
provided the Coast Guard with its traditional
image—thdifesaves.

In 1939 the Coas$ Guad joined the Lighthouse
Servie ard assumd responsibiliy for settirg up and
maintainirg aids to navigation in U.S. waters That
responsibiliy hasgrownto suc an extert that today the
Coas Guad maintairsnearl 50,0 navigationd aids,
includingworldwide electronic avigation systems.

PEACETIME MISSION

The modern-dg missian of the Coas Guad is an
interesting mixture of duties, including the twlling:

¢ Enforcement of maritimealvs and treaties
e Search and rescue operations
e Enforcement of U.S. drug and contrabaawld

¢ |nstallation and maintenance of aids to
navigation

* |cebreaking operations that keep commercial
vesse traffic moving in domestt waters and
support scientific research in the Arctic and
Antarctica

As the primarty maritime law enforcemehagercy
of the United States the Coas Guad enforces the
following maritime egulatory bws:
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e Safety regulations for all U.S. commercial

The Coast Guard has continued to grow and

vessels, offshore structures, and recreationalshouldeadditiondresponsibilitiesinthelast 30years,

boating

¢ Pot safey and securiy, including ports harbors,
and their approaches

* Themovemer of vessetin portsand watemways
during crisis situations

¢ Marine environment protection to prevert and
contain spills of oil and other hazardous
substances

Finally, because the Coast Guard is a military
service—omw that has ships planes ard boats—t also
has a military readines mission The Coas$ Guard
works closely with the Navy, undergoes regular
refreshe training for its majar cutters and participates
in joint operationakxercises.

The Coas Guad by itself is amorg the largest
navies in the world, ranking 9th or 10th basel on the
numbe of armed vesselsFigure 204 shows a378-foot
Coas$ Guad cutte. The Coas Guad givessignificantly
to the natiois sea pwer.

it has qained responsibilitis for polar and domestic
icebreaking, cleanup and protection of the marine
environment, and recreational boating sgfet

WARTIME MISSION

With the stat of World Wer I, the Coas Guard
assumed the responsibilities of in-port safety and
securiy and commercia vessé safey. In 1967, the
Coast Guard became part of the newly formed
Department offransportation.

In wartimethe U.S. Coa$ Guad hasaways sewved
with pride Today, during a wartime condition the U.S.
Coas¢ Guad operatsdirectly unde the Chief of Naval
Operationslt still hasthe sarme missian asit did during
World War I, plus added roles. The Coast Guard
assumseconvoydutiesaswell asantisubmarie warfare
missionsltscuttessarewell suited for convoydutiesas
theyhave dong cruising rangeand room for armament.
The air searty and resce section of the Coas Guard
flies resce missions It also flies reconnaissamcand
antisubmarie aircraft The Coas Guards missian in
wartime will strain its limited assets.

Figure 20-4.—U.S. Coast Guard—an element of seaoprer.
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REVIEW 4 QUESTIONS

Q1 List the peacetine missiors of the U.S. Coast
Guard.

a.

List the wartime missiors of the U.S. Coast
Guard.

a.

Q2

U.S. MILI TARY SEALIFT COMMAND
(MSC) RESPONSIBILITY IN SEA
POWER

Learnirg Objectve: When you finish this chapte, you
will be able to—

* |dentify the missiors ard functiors of the U.S
Military Sealit Comman (MSC) in wartime
and peacetime.

In 1949 the United States se up the Military Sealift
Commarl (MSC) by combinirg the sealit missiors of
theNaval and Army Transpot Services(The MSC was
originally called the Military Sea Transportation
Service) Today, the MSC isan operatirg agerty within
the Department of Defense.

MSC ships fall into two general classes—the
nucletsfleet and privately owned shipsunde charte by
MSC (fig. 20-5). The nucleus fleet consists of

governmentewned ships and chartere tarkers All of
thee ships have the title United States Naval Ships
(USNS) Most nucletsfleet shipshavecrewsof civilian
marines who havecivil servie status They enjoy the
normd benéits of federd empbyees but their pay and
work rules stem from those of thecommercidmaritime
industy. Private contractos with union crews operate
sonmeshipsof thenucleisfleet (tarkers) The kulk of the
nuclets fleet consiss of specid projed ships such as
researh vesset and thosinvolved in dired suppot of
the Navy fleet.

MSC transports dry and liquid cargo primarily
aboad chartere ships and tarkers of the nucleisfleet.
MSC contract mog of thes ships as voyage charters
but occasionally contracts them as time charters.
Voyage chartescontrac¢ shipsto carty specfic cargoto
acertan destination Time chartes contrac for the use
of anentireship for monthsor years All chartere ships
are operate by their owners and manne with union
seamenThis segmert of the MSC fleet varies in size
depending on the commadsdturrent requirements.

The ships of the Military Sealit Commaul fleet go
wherandwhenneede to suppot our armed forces On
any givenday soneshipsmay beoperatirginboth polar
regions or sailing to and from Alaskan military bases.
Atthesametimeothe shipsmay bedelivering cargo for
military unitsin Europe ard the Far East In peacetime
and wartime, the MSC fleet is ready to respond
immediatey if needeé to suppot national military,
economic, and diplomatic policies.

PEACETIME MISSION

In peacetine the Military Sealit Commar relies
heavily on the U.S. merchah marine The MSC ships
nearly 25 percen of all military cargo on privately
owned U.S. flagships and other merchant marine
vessels The smal size of the MSC-controllal fleet
requires the MSC to add to its awilable sealit forces
during United Stateswolvement in armed conflict.

WARTIME MISSION

During peacetimethe MSC suppors the fleet by
supplyirg fuel and supplies During wartime MSC
ships usel in moving troops and supplies to the war
zorebea armsfor protection Besidesmoving troopsto
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the front, these ships provide undeway replenishment
to allow Navy shipsto stay on station They carry Navy

A balance sea power isthe essentibingrediert of
our nationd strakgy. Itisnot limited to any one course

personnel to handle areas such as weapons anaf action and can med any type of aggressio fromthe

communicatios to allow the civilian crew to continue
its normd work. The MSC ships travel alore or in

convoys, but they go wherewer the fleet goes during a
war. They movevital supplies at the front as well as at
sea.

REVIEW 5 QUESTIONS

Q1 Wha is the peacetine missian of the Military
Sealit Command?

Q2. Wha is the wartime missian of the Military
Sealit Command?

SUMMARY

Seapower is anatioris ability to use the ocears for
itspolitical, economi¢and military interessto achieve
its nationd objecives Natiors eercise sea power in
times of peace andar.

Today, the United States depend on othe nations
for many goods and commodities neede to kee the
economy strong and teep peoplevorking.

The U.S. merchant marine, Military Sealift

CommandgU.S. Coas Guard ard the U.S. Navy make
uptheessentibingrediensfor U.S. seapower. Together
they suppot the United States in its nationa stragegy,
interests and goals The missim of the Navy is to be

prepared to conduct prompt and sustained combat

operations To accomplié its mission the Navy must
perfom two main functions—sa contrd and power
projection Seacontrd isthebast function of the Navy.
Power projectian is the ability of the Navy to project
military power from the seavorldwide.

To carty out these two functiors in suppot of its
mission the Navy has three main functions strakgic
nuclea deterrencenaval presenceand securit of the
sea lines of communications.

mog primitive to themod sophisticatedToday the very
sunival of our country and of our way of lif edependon
sea jpwer.

REVIEW 1 ANSWERS

Al. Sea power is a nation’s ability to proted its
political, economig and militar y interests by
controlling the seas.

A2. The principd operationh componerg of our
natioris sea pwer are—

a. Naval power

b. Ocean science
c. Ocean industry
d. Ocean commece

A3. The six conditiors requirad for a nation to have
sea pwer accordingd Mahan are—

a. An advantageous geographical position

b. Saviceablke coastlines abundant natural
resouces, and advorable climate

c. Extent of territory

d. A population large enoudh to deferd its
territory

e. A society with an aptitude for the sea and
comme cial ente prise

f. A government with the influence to
dominate the sea

A4. Intodays world, sea power includesmaritime
industry and marine sciences.Maritime
industry and science add to our national
econony by exploring new resourcs for food,
freshwate, minerals, andeaw living spaces.
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AS.

Al

A2.

A3.

A4,

To proted ourseles ard to kegp our economy
going, this country must—

a. Import raw materials, convert them into
manufactured goods and transport them
to marketplaces throughou the world via

shipping

b. Kee sea-lanes open and safe in times of
peae and tension, and deny sea-lane to
the enemy in times of war

REVIEW 2 ANSWERS
The primalty tasks of the U.S. Navy’s operating
forces are to—

a. Seek out and desiby enemy raval forces
b. Suppress enemy sea commee gains

C. Maintain general naval supremacy

d. Control vital sea aeas

e. Protect vital sea lines of communication

The Navy is modernizing its arsenal by—

a Reseaching and developing new weapons

b. Laying up old ships to save the cog of
operatingand overhaulingsomoney can be
shifted to constructing moden ships

c. Purchasing highly effective aircraft and
ships such as nuclear propulsion aircraft
carriers (CVNs) and ballistic submarines
(SSBNs) and at the same time, dewveloping
new classes of cost-effage ships

The missiors of the Navy determiné by our
national stradgy are—

a. Sea contol

b. Power projection

Navy missions, as determined by national

strakegy, are carried out by—

a. Maintaining a ready and capable
submarine-launched variety of ballistic
missiles
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Al.

A2.

Al.

A2.

b. Deploying operationally ready naval forces
to various owersea locations throughout
the world

€. Maintainin g an open and secue seline of
communication between the US. and its
forward deployed forcesalliesand areas of
the world essentialfor imports

REVIEW 3 ANSWERS

In peacetime, the U.S. Merchant Marines
transport essentid materialsto and from the
United States for thedefensof thefree world.

In wartime the missian of the U.S. Merchant
Marines is to—

a. Resupply American and allied military
forcesoverseas

b. Provide wet and dry replenishmens and
other direct sevices to ships underway

C. Increase combatart naval forces by being
armed tocarry out convoy antiaircraft, and
antisubmarine duties

d. Transport essential materials and cargo
needed for the U.S. economy and the
economy of alliesoverseas

REVIEW 4 ANSWERS
The peacetime mission of the Coast Guard
includes—

a. Enforcing maritime laws and teaties
b. Conducting seach andrescue operations
c. Enforcing U.S. drug and contraband laws

d. Installing and maintaining aids to
navigation

e.lcebreaking operations that keep
commercial vessel traffic moving in
domestic waters and support scientific
reseach in the Arti c and Antartic

The wartime missia of the U.S. Coas Guard
includes—

a. Maintaining in-port safety and security



Al.

b. Maintaining commercial vessel safety

c. Assuming convoy duties as well as
antisubmarine warfare duties

REVIEW 5 ANSWERS

The peacetine missian of the Military Sealift
Command is tosupport the mission-ready
ships at sea by providing fuel and other
essential supplies.
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A2. The wartime mission of the Military Sealift

Command is to—

a. Move troops, equipment, and other
supplies

b. Provide replenishmern to ships on station
and unde -way



