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Srneroug atSrleo of nat!.onal tnslgnla, narki.ngc, and color aobsrnsa

bavo been dlsplayed on alrcr:aft ueed by tbo U. 8. [1r forse and lti

predeceseor organlzatione durlng tbe balf oenturSr fol,lovlng tbe

appearanoe of the Jll3 trJennlean along tbe l.ror{can border tn 1916. Tbl

uso or dleoontlnuslce of tbeee dealgae bae been pronpted b5r e varlety

of olr.sunstanoeg lncludlag teebnologlcaL !.nprovenenta, rLeelon o}atn8€8r

aud yartlme crLses. lbe detallg of tbsse cb8^uges are nooossary tO the

hletorlan, the rodel bulJ.der, and tbE alrcraft nbuffn, but mny of tbs

facts are burled ln obaclre offlclal apeclflcatlone. Haggzfna artlclea

yblcb dealt rrlth coloratLon and uarklnge bavc aPpeared ta leedtng

avlatloa Jolrna1e, but tbese frequerntl;r are }tnlted Ln Eeopo asd' often

epeclflc la tbelr covBrags. It Lc tbe prnryoee of tbtr papar to olarlfy
t, :4.'

tbe blstorlcal eyoluti.on of the subJect.

Begt-nnlag vlth the Aqlt a f!.rst alrpla.ue, lhigbt F$rer SlgB81 Cor?s

Alrplaae [o. 1 ln 1909r 16tLl our Datlogr a atry lato Horld tar I, tbc

try orderef,,antl receired on\r a feu hrmdred pl-aaea. These alrsraft
t

appeared f-n diear ftnl.sh and sEre usra$y urked rlth ooneeout!'w eerl'a1

nunbara allotteil by tho Slgngl,Corppr AvlatLon Sactlon. Ihese gerlalr

uere tbs only offloial narklggs and nere dlsPL^alrsd oonaplowttc{y tn

black ln varloue pooltlone. For e16gopLel on IlIo. 8t I Eurgeoo n8! rcde1t

tba nrnber y.?s located neu. forsard on the firseLagee but on alrpLane $o.

30, a Cultlsa JN1, lt aPpeared on the rrrdder. Ilndaretandablyt Slgnel

Cor?g Airplane No, 1 dld aot carry a nrnber, altbougb tbe crossed flag
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lnsrgn. of thE Si.gnal Corpc uas Flat€d ou lta rndderE aftor lt alrlYsd
1..

at Fort San Eorrston ta Tess t.n gebnrary 1910.1 
,..

the Dext uso of a dletlnguleh{ng nark oB lrry elrorraft apparotly

oocurred durlag Perehbgtg hnltlyg Erpedltl.oa lnto Hed.eo la 1916.

Slnoe tbs aerrloeta aet!.ldtlca prlor to the l{axl+an caspafgu }ad beeo

lld.ted to Lrntrt-coratry otrrratlone, lLttle need for aa ldenttfltng

luolgne for irryr planec bail prevlously ed.st€d. Tarlous pbtographs

of so6g of t&s JonLec usod bt tbe lst lsro Sqrndron oa tbe bordcr provt

tlat a flvs-polntcd sta'r rm,a pl.uted on tbelr l'trddsrt'

Colonel !. E. E. Clart (Ugtf, rstlrod) recalLoil s@ detalla d

orlgla of tbls atar mr*lng. Ea nclater tbat ,! eartgr 1916 at Forth

fe]and,, CallforaLa, SBt. Jacob f,rntr and aesocLatea T*a Hao&lor Searo,

and Eaney Barahfll nere cgetgned to tbe kper.Luglal a4$ napafr Depart-

ueut under Capt. Bryoa Q. Jones yberc tbey dealgpod arcd fi'rst begsn

gsr'g a star uarktq on tb rrrddsr or vertloal stablllasr of sons Dtr

alronft they uere aesendbltng. Eoscver, tboy eooa uero ordered to coage

ust'g tU Ariifgn. Sergeant (f^ater Ll.eutenant):&re and otbe$ rere

tranefetrsd frou ilort& Ialand to thc t{ed.can border l.at,er tr tbt tsar

aad begaa nalng thlc laalgno ol planea gtatloned tberc. Tbo etarp aa

Co}. Clar} recalled, rna rsd. flhsa a clrcle or nborderil rns addcd latere

tbe ol::cle Bas rhtto to drpll.cato tbo oolorg of tbe SlgDal 0or?g plplns 8!d

bat cord, rnd and shLt6. lte Chlef Slgpal Offloer lat€r ordsned thlg

,'nutil-ation[,' of ggrlroe&t property h'1t€d t@3di4t,e1t.2

lbere sere varlatloaa ln posltlon aad detalle of ths star dcaign.

Sooe alroraft uerE rarteal oa\y ulth a plal.a gtar wbAle otbers bore a

star rltbla a ltght coIored, olrole.- lblg rarklng appeared at tbe v€ry '
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top of tbs rudder on soln planor and a foot or rorc f,ron

otberg. .0, slr"rla,r mdder narklng appoars Ln photographs of Jfl4 al.n-

oraft atatloaed, at the SlgDEJ. Corpa fiyflg Eobool at Iblving Partl

Henphla, Tennegsee, earlgr La 191?. Several forroer avlators ubo t'ratnod

at the gobool reeall tbe tall Brklng ae a nblto gtqr rdthln e blue

cirels.3

lbe Avtatlos Seatlon bad naltbsr eufflolent nar natcr!"al Dor an

of,ficlr] ratlonal uartlag for lta Fsager taventorlr of alrplaaea at

the outs€t of .f,ner{.caa prtl.aLpatlon ta tba Eurtpaan war tu Aprll 191'1.

Colonel Edgsr 8. Gorrellr ubo eerved ar Cblef of Staff tlth thc A.E.F.rc

l1r S€rvtce, related thc otory beh{nd tbs adoptlon of tbs flrst offlaLal

aetlonaL lnelgne. fbe oreation of aa appnopr{,atc dealgn nae ona of tbc

taske aselgned to tbe g:laqrl gr.oup of alr off,icerg.tl l{ee$ngton l.n tbc

lprlng of 191?. Uafng rrapplng papor fr.,on a aelgbborbood groocr1r and

cblldrrearg sator patnta and oolorgd, penolls, Colouel Gorrolt and, blc

aaEoolatoc proparsd aketobec of yarlous conbltoatlona of oolors, elrolee,

1d ctarsrttf-Lnal.$r qhoost'g oae uhloh ulttlatcly reeetvsd of,flatal

approval.4

lts deslgn, approwd l^a hr Departast Steooll Xo. 2 ca lt !&y

1917, eonslst€d of a vblte ftve-polnted st€r o€Bt'ered t! a clrotnasrlbed

blue cLrcJ.c, equal t.n dfuroter to tbe ohorrl of tbo rlng on rblob the

lnalgne uaa-pIaced,. A rctl cirole oecupled tihc ceuter of tbe gt'ar but

nlsged toushl'g the !.nuer atar potata nby an arcrnt equal b tAtW
of tbe dl^anet€r of tbs olrcrmsorLbed e!.ralc.i Colorr used uore to

bo tbe sans aB tboEe ap,pearlag ln tbs Anerioan fllag. libe gtacl.l also
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prtct{bod the locatlon fdr tbe nenly.adoptecl lnslgac. It ras * T.
plaoed, oa tbe uPp€r surface of eaoh upP€r rlngr posltloned eo tba| thl

olrcrnferenac of eaob clrotessrlbed clrcle Juat nleaed contaot rl.th tbc

rdng alleron, Ioyer rrl.ago $619 srrnllry mrklngs on'thclr tndcrsurfaoe.5

A apeclflaatl.on dat€d 15 Ootober 191? dlreoted tbt thc lrcrgnis

be placed oa tbe vlnga go that one Potlt of tbe etar. facect dlrectfy

fomarrl, 
. 

F'uaelage sldec uerne to be left tnraarkecl exaept for tboee alF-

pla'ee deslgnated aa tralrrera. ThSee uers to b€ar Slgn8l Corpg aerl"al

arnbers on eacb aide beblnd thc pllotr a seat l'a bl.ack ftgUrea 14 tnoheg

blgb.6

Botb sldes of tbat sectLon of tbe nrdder bebtd tbe rrrddsr poat

on lLlr Servtce planes after ths 19 !,tay 191? order were to be patntei!

rrlth tbrae equally ulde vertLoal baads; zed, sbft?r aad pJ.us, Tbe blup

band uao adJacent to the nrdder post rh1Le tbe knd at tbe ndder tall

uag red. 'tle aerlal nrmber for oaah Arry plane nae patnted tr b18c&

flgru.eo tbree l.uches hlgh oa each slde of the nrdder at ihe top of the

vblto Uana;? , t'

gDJectlonc to the new lneLgne iC""tga ca.ne fron Coloncl SlLLLal

nllf{lil Mltohell, raraed by General Pereh{ng to comand tbo .1. 3. F. I t

Alr Serytce, Zone of tbo ldvanca. OoloueL t{ltchstl raocmandcd' thr

uee of three concentrl.c-c!.rales' srtnllqr to tha latlonal tlalgn{o ss

Brltlab and'heaeh alroraft, but nltb a d,lffereat Eegu€meo of oo1or.8

lbe euggegtlon bed nerlt elnoe qulck, certala ldenttflcatlon of

ahplanes Ln conbat nAs a }lfo and deatb uttor, partlcular\y durtng

perlode of poor v1a1b!.11ty. Ihe adoptlon of Colonel !{ttobollrc ldea.
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trould st,andanilzr rllled m'rkl.age aa tari-oolor oooErdee, ublle color,..

varlatloas uouJLd ser"o ae d"latlngrdsblng nrLr for the varlouc rllloil

lations. Gerran afuplaner and f,boec of har allloa, Bulgart"e aod Austrlal

vore ldontlfled by fo#c and Greelc QroB8o6.

oa 11 Jangary 1918, the Jolat frry ald SsqT Teoblas,l llroraft

Boatlt dld adopt a nEU l:ralgac for alrcraft nanufaoturd 13 the UUftca

States for tbe Arry and !tarr;r, l{tnga rr€ns to bear a red olrals nitb a

rrlaneter approdnately cqual to tbg abord longthr an Lnner bltto olrole

trro-tblrds ths lengtb of tbs cbordp aad a ostor vhlto olrcle one-tbfud

tbe cbrri 1@gth !n dleretor. General $1der So. 2$p dnted I Febnary

1918, apaclfled tbat tho viag uarkfng sbrd.d appear oa tbo upper rlng

eo tbat tbe outer clrolc "Just nLgaes oontect rrlth ths t lng flLap.!

fnelgnla vere to be .olaced !n a oorreepondtlg porliloa oa tbe tnderslde

of tha loner ulag. LD l,tarob, ths glgs of thse€ ulng urklngs ras llEttcal

to a Ead-Eun dlarneter of 60 lncber.9

Lllng narklngs nornall3r ners plaosd tsboad of the allerroa on +11
. .::.:
ttn!.t€d States-Procluced alptanesp but durlDg tbs- var tbsy appeared at

tbe rlng tlpe on Br{.ttab and Eraaoh opfb. Sone plansa produced b;r

hanae, lnchrdtng early [lsuPort 28t c2 carrlod rrrddcr m'rklnga rtlth

tbe vhlta strtpe at tbe fuijt aad"rrcit at tho trallfng €dger aosoldrng

to oae autbor!.ty. fbo ftse:rge oo i"erloan conbat alroraft rcnalned

rmnarkad. except for lnalgnlg plaoed tbere |.n tho flc1d.10

Ilroder the tsrns set forth 1n GedEral grder Bo. ffi, r'udderg retalned

tba tbree vertLoal baada, although the red gtriPe vag relooated at the

ruildar,poat end tbs blus noved to lba rear poeLtloa. 961' r11 tho
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f,oreign-nado alrcraft used by Unltad Statcst forocc b &rope rlep ,..

repainted ntth Arnerlcan m.rklnga and the uae of cpare lnrtr ulti ons

type of rarktng oD an alroraft bavlng aaotber type of uarlclag rar aot

rnbolrnr Sertal nrubsra contlnued to appear at tibe top of tbs r&tt

band t! tbree-lnotr rrrgb nusemls. TwporarT ugs of tba fomsr ater

deelgn uae peraltted on traralag plaaea sfleady llr aerrlcs aDd f!
produotloa, but tbe nev coc.kads eubl.an tlaE to b applted fieedfate\y

to Anerlean alroraft bsfsg sbtppod to Bur"o!,e.1l

lbe locatloa of tb€ ntlg narktag nac altorpd sn 22.ftrrll 1918.

& rpper v!.nga, the ceartor of tbe ror.udsl nac to be ons ohorrt lengtb

fro! tb6 rlng ilp. tte loirer rlngrr cbprd lEagth u,rkd tb paopar

dlet€troe fron tba lovar nlag tlp. Sqlalg aor appearod tn ftgrrrsa

ll-ai.ted to a belgbl of f,orr laohec oa botb sldes of "tbs f,tn lrr .froat

of tbe ndd,er pogt and aborn tbe gtabllig€r, Drlag 1918r tb lettErc
lSCr vErs added aa a preffur to tbe eedd to l&atlfy tbc SLEFsl Cor?r

as the uslng organlzatlon. h alrareft rLtb no flro{ vsrtd.a8l ta!-t
. t:-:

anea or rrttb lrrcuffteient qnce, tbs ser{al nrobir uao p,t.ratad o both

sldeg of the fueelago nlth the r'ear cl@raat of tbs urktnge os a lba
ulth the ftont ed6a of t&s rtab{1tssr srsfaoo. Serlcl nar{dngo m

tralnera uers nad,e lpra ooBspicuour, |:l 14-faob bfgh nrnerala

on eaoh eidc of, tbs fus€L^age bchtnd tUe pffotra aeat. (llf afraraft

ware to q3rr! tUe s6rta.1 nrnber and preftx ta 14.!ncb lettore oa tbe

fuselcge after a 30 AWuet 1919 epeotiteatd.o appeasail. fhlr mms

doe@ent changed tbe greflx fron rSCn to trASn for Alr Serrlce.)lz

I trulletta lesusd by tb€ flr Seryloo oa 7 tey 1918 outllnsd othsr.

eta'ndartt'mrkLage tbat uere to bs applLed to oornbat atrsraft ln Europc.
:
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Att plaoes ln e aquadron verc to bc nruber.ed aerl.allgrr tbm one to 
..

19 ts bLack on both cldes of tbs fireelago near thE gtabltrl.zsrl oa thc

uppor rlght, nlEgt t top nrface, and on tbs rndersldc of tbo lover r{ght

r.lDg. I later ueuo dated 28 Jrnc 1918 atetedt rCLl pLarec La a

eo.rndron sball bo atnbertd . , . , t-u yellott ot red.n Eaob aquadroa

vould bavo an offilelal lnslgno patatod on tbc rlddls of eaoh eide of

tbe ftrse1ag6. Squadrons ueno to dealgp thstr orra lnelgnc durlng t'hs

pertod of orgaalzatlonal trat-nllg, Ia addl.td,<rnr tbe plansa ln eoms

aguadrons dlsplayed oa the qpp€r slde of tbe top left rtng and radsr-

slds of botton left rlng a etarlpe or eerteg of atnlpes of aryr color

as atrnc!8ied by the group coF{'Ender to f,acllltato recognltloo ty
plJ.ota of, tbe saao sguadrpa frou abow and be1or.13

Sguadrono aoulgr artwd t! tho conbat tonq, u,eye foFbltad fron

arbltrarlly adoptlag ancl uslng an tnatgno, borever. I{o rslt naa

permlttad to place ary dlattnctlve lnslgnl^e on lts crafb rrltbut rrltts
autbrlgatl.oa fuoa tbs Offlce of the Chtef, of the l{r SsrrrLcE. Befort

applgrlag for{thls autborlty, cert*tn requireamtt hsd to ba net. la
obEmati.oa squadroa uugt ftrst baw gErned one montb at the froBt

or baw reaeLvad a slts,tdon for dlattagutsbod, serv!.ceo tr orderg frorl

blgher authorlty. Eoeblng squdrroas also $era rsqulrsd to serto a

rnonth at tbe Front before Dekfng appttcattoa to adopt thsb lngrS!{a.

Pnrsdt squadrons veno reqrrtred to reoelw officlal orcdlt for thrse

enelqr plaaes'brorrgbt dorm ln aer{al coubat or earD a oltatloa c{rnllar

to that deua:aded of observatloa groups b€for€ appqrtag.l4

7
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Dl.sttngule-btag Dlkt alro vernc autbr!,scd for flfght @s ,..

allil tbsll, de;nrtlea. a plano frlonn br a fllgbt comnder bad dlgttngtlvo

etrearerc attsobod to tbs tlpa of thr lover nlago and ono frorE tht

rrrildEr. A cgpadroa cowndcrr s oraft uaa pa!.uted Yltb t'rro bendc of

red, nhitc, and bh:c ctrlpt nmtng dfasonaUy fron t&s rear sf, t'be

coclrplt to tbo reaf of tfug fueslsgc of tbs foot of, tbe rnildsr post'

(Sons 'Corld Car I photoa sbou a rtngle banal of !cd, rblta, and blue

altbough tbo sp€e!fl.cat;on calLed for blo.) g'1'foart 1;b goi'na.nded

group8 aad hlgber organ!.rattms voro perultted to Eark tbsb plaraa

at tbetr ora dlecretlon.l5

h 15 July 1918, l$g kdqusrtsat tpgmr€d i'b adoptlm of t"bo

!!.elleh ballooa earrrloote Praotlc. of, P:Llolgg elr scryloc Luclgnlo oa

.lL ceptlne ballooag. Eacb nas to be erked $l'tb- ths faliltlar 36dt

blue, aad ybltp cocardo on 36cb alde about sne-tbfu'd of thc Imgth of

tbe belloon troq l.ta Do5e. Xts lnalgae was phcsd on t'bs l1t'b pqlcl

fros the front, equtdlotant fror each scanr rtth ths lorrer edgl tangot

to t13 611sp;Bloo *od,. fso noakr latcr oa 2 Auguet, tbo ooos14ot uere

ordcrcd, pLaced Ylth t&e lorrer edgOe tro stsrr abovc tbs n$pmslon

bstd,.16

S1r pontbs aftor 15g 3r-6rng of tbe &mletlee, tbc Searstarles

of tb sary and i{ar agreed to resrne' the qso of t&c ortgrlal ratlonal

laolgne 9a UnLteA Statea lr{lrfgl1r elrapft, tbs st.ar tlr t'be otroLe'

& eaah rrppor and. louer utngr tba olrbruf,errscs of t'h€ bhrs olr.ola nas

to bo tcngeot to tbo rrfag tlpe. &e Pobt of g6qb atar rould polrt

I
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fonrard, and unlEgs otber$lse spsoi.fled, tho lnelgne dlanctar uould ,..

be 60 lnchos. Rudder rnarkl.nga $ould bo tbc farnfUar tbrec vortd.cal,

bands, rlth blue nEareat the nrdder post.l7

A 1920 *l.r $ervloe report noted, thEt the rree of tbe gtar narlclag

uat based rnora oD an enoti.onal or patrlotlo !.nptrlce tban on aoleatlfio

obaerrntlon. TEetg bad gbonn tbst at a short dlttanoe, tbc gterts

outslde polnts began to nerge nltb tbE rurrormdiag oolor vhlle thc

Lnalde corn€rs tended to }oose tbelr charlraeer gnd bsso:eo rornded off.
Ag the diet€roe lncreased, tbe blendlng beoane more prorounced rmtll
the lnslgne aouldnr t be dLstlngutebed fron tbe fonaer oouamtrlo olrolc

deeiga. Tbe report reoomeaded tbo adoptLoa of tbree pa:na1L61 baadr

of red, rblte, and blus ae a natLonal l:rotgnc, poaitlonsd aorogr tbs

upper and Lower ring ar:rfao"".l8 The auggestlon.vaq.not epprovad,.

lbe retum to tbe etar Lnelgna uas not lmsdlate . lll a!.roruft

alrea{y oonstruat€d, rou.ld oontlnue to eryJ.oy tbe ntbrec ol.rol.et dealgn,

but nrl plnnss deLlvered after 1? }tay 1919 vhlch yere aot alrea$r

narked uould'ehrry the gtar lns!.gnc. lbe cbange votrld bs offeotlve

on all p'tangs not later thsrr 1 JanuarSr Wff,. Although tbs &uietloa bad

bem elgned el* oonthc earller, tbe order oontalasd tbe reatr{.otdoa tbet

under no clrcumstarceo rouLd tbe etar be wed oa alrorafb stattoacd l^a

Burope ruatd.l after the ead of bostllltleg.ul9

Tbe coLora used on .lnerican alrcraft durbg t{orld lJar I presented

a varled array of patter:ns and hu€E. H.or to tha uar, fabr{.o-oovsred

alrcrr.ft'generra$r nere lefb unpalnted and nere\r bad a coatlng of

9
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o16at dope or varnlth, glvtng tbso a oreae-Oolgrtrtd' ePllsaraace. tr*T.

tht U. g. gatercd tb uar, bouever, planec purcbaaod floa Brttaln and

Franca f,or tbe 1.8.tr. oft@ carrle4l tbs aoJ.or achm3 used $f tbat

partloflar natl.on. Colors on Br!.tLgb graft var{.ed, ulth o}[w drab,

geenr or brorm fiisallage sldea frequmt'ly sraountened ultb oloar o1

sllver rndereldes. Fr:anoe oplcyed a miuber of oolor sohoe t$ludi.!8

bregutsr brom, gltroeoo, aad belgO patterns for tbo top and atdee rrltb

olear rndsanrfacor for coc of thctr carcuflaged 8troraft. Souo Ercaah

planea nene f,lnisbsil rd,t& c solld orear oolor tbrougput nblle othsre

tegted f,he ns{.ta of 1lgbt bluc, alqT b1uc, or rllvery gr49' rrndoral'des.

fu of the fronsh l{leuporta and SPAD Scouie ueod ol tb Sestom hoat

uerc s etlvery-gragr sobsa. Xbe tnitLal fnEr{.oap.bul.1t Dc Barltlad

4tr aat to Furope vera urtrnllted, or pafrfud oltvo,drab op\y oal trb

Upper gurfaoca of tbs rrLug and tallr alrd oa t'be top quartsr of tbp

f1se1agc. 
'Iater, ftnerlaar-bullt plrnea errlvhg la Ernope uorc palntad

an ollvo drab gbActg all onor. Thlo scbs ras rstal^ned tntl'l 1gn.
.l -.^

D,trbg'tbo yeara of rneary Poas€ bekeenr 19f8 erld 1941t !o obangs

la tbs basle Etsr taalgno appea^rped, altbugh mroceedlag Atr Corpc

apeclftcatl.onc frequ&t$ aotod qLnor obaages ln palt{on aud slrc.

h 21 Jarnery 1926t tb dfa,ab'ter of thc u|"u8 fnslgne ras f{-xo{ at three-

foqrthg of tha avallable obord logta* at tbg locat!.on of, attlohsot,

rrltb a un:riiin Elae of 6O lnchec. Alsilable ebord Leagtb rrlia deflned

aa ths ubole oborrt oa nlage reitbout allerona and thc cbod legt'h fron

tbs alleroa cut-out to the leadtag edge o rlnge Yltb d.l€roas. lte

fnafefl were poaltloaed tsreg€Dt to tho eut'-out oa rllrge t tth elferoAt
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on tbose vltbout, the belgnc celrtor f,ell nldrny of thc cbr{' Iato!

spoolflcatloas l.gqlxll€d tbat tbc uarklag on fabrio and netal oovsrca 1

ulnga be plaoed, on thc netal ooverlng, tangent to tbo Potlt bstryeen

tbe tuo oaterlals. Subseqnerntly, tbe locatloa for thO €nbleorl coter

naa epeaifled as a dl.stanac fron tbc ulng tlp equal to one-slxtoenth

of tbc rlng slxn on atralgbt vtngo and one'elgbtb of tbs rLng apoa on

tapered rlaga. lte outs!.d.e eilge of tbs blue clrcle nat lot to approeab

the ntlg tllp closer tban elx lscbss'fi

I{atlonal laolgnta adopted for boavlers-tibaa-alr craft Yent also

appltecl to aoa-rlg!.d atrahlps afber 25 W 1920. ltc atcndard alr

Serylcc enol.gn nal pelnted, on a etng!.c Ply of ballooa fcbrlo eoessnted

to tbt auyelopo at ths qpPsr ani loner'extrsltls! of a varttcal planc

'*oJ u"or ilora tle ohlPt apessrng tbough a polnt'tlro-fiJths of tbe diota

tloae or alght feet fonnrd sf thc rntr natLona1if rarkfag, asoLgned

to tbe IIDIt€d states by t&e Intelutttonal atr [avt'gatloa coaveut'lon'

Ore potn! o-f,:.cach otari polntcd foruard and, a 60-iaab oLrclo rea epeclfled'

Eaoh rrdder and elavator borc tbe laalgnla nscd oD al'rcr:afbr ulth str{'psr

on the elevators at rlglt aPgf.ea to t'be alrsblpt r longitudlna'l nd'r

and applLed oa botb tbs r4lPc.r and louEr aurfaocs'22

.lrry alrotrlps aad epborlcal ba]l-oonr took oa e dlstLaat'lve appearaaee

after 20 Janrnry 1923 ulth the addl.tloa of tbe mrkl^ug EU' g' lll{t!;

obsenratLon.or klto balloo1s usrE lgnored ln t'ho apealtloatloa' Tro

natl.oral tnelgals vere to be nornted on cach alrablp at tbs top and

bottos. lbo npper narkt-ag uae lnsltloned at thc envelopcrA greateat

d!.anetar rrblle the ce,nter of the botton sblem appeared thr6c feet last 
.
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of e poht ntitray betneo ths front of thc car and the tlp of tbs 
...

envelopeta bou. r8,8. .eme-r preoeeded tbr.se sstc of, reglrtalatd.oa

m'rkinga oar tho avelope; oae on eeoh sldo and, ons ruder the bov. &
spbertcal balloonep oaly tro tnelgnta appaared,, one it eaab md of tbs

diarater locllued 4,5 degreeE to tbe vertical a=lc of the aH.p. III.S.

anMrtr uiklnga alm nere us€d on tftes€ rahleles, ceutored, on caob qd
of a bor{.sontEl dlnnster, 0beersstlon }l.to balloons carr{,a{l me ater

lnslgne oa top atld another at tihc bottou of tb 6velope.23

It baal baeu, advantageoue durlng l{orld Har I for ths rrddsr taslpe
on lner{.ean Plr'reg to nes€able tboeg of tb ot&er rllled nattoag.

Follonbg t&e rlar, eaob of thEEE oormtrles nodtf:Lsd lta tnalgnc to a
tnor: di.std,rctLvs dsgtg to parelt ratlorn"llty ldeatd.ficatloa. crstlt
for tbe roer{.can arry deargn adopte{ tn Ja,nuary. ]9U. appears to belong

to l'lr' cbarlea [. Monteltb, a forser Horld l|ar r avl"etor vorklng for
the Boer.g Afuplaae CoryEry fD $€attle et tba ti-oe of bLr auggeetlon

L^ 1926. Hrutsltb roaoumadsd a nxldsr aarklng nb!.ab nora olosoitgr

regeobled, nb16 Glor;r.t .&e blue otr{pe ues placild parallel to and Jrrt
b€bbA tba rrdiler 1nst, Its yldtb equa"Ued seo-tbltd !16 q+rannr irldtb

of tbe ruileler to t'b€ ma:r of tbs ;nct. rbe r.marnfug area behlad thr
post uaa dlvlded evmly fnto-.l3 parallol br{,goata-l atrl1no, eenran rad

a''d slr vhltal altornatlag ao1org.24,

otber artoratlons rn arry atroraft aar*:nge rera approved durbg

t'he 192pri "ot 193Ota. h 31 JaauarT .1925t e taro-trnrt s€rr.a"l nrsber

narkrng res ad,opte{ ooaalotlng of tuo ctgtts represeatLug t&g flss8l

12
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yoat tbt P18nE uat onalcrod folloued by a [rpbsn snd tbs annber repreaent-

rng tbo aequgnoc of purohagc durLng tbat ytar. 2i'-i149 nould faanAfl t'lc

14ptb planc or.rilcrgd dudrg flEoal teEr 1926. Sort-al anndberg uono eved to

a locatl,oa on tbe fuselagc lnsaustely ln front of ths 1s8d,!8 edge of

the ptebl!;Lser at tbs estrg tLes for ireetont of eoonolry. fbo atueralr

uare reduced to a four-lncb alce to neduoa labor aad oogt. Ibg tlt' g'

l${fn mrklng appeared on tbe ftrselagO !n f,our-!.nab lettera abovo ths

sertal nrnber aft€r autborLcetlon oa 15 gotober 1926.

er 2 July 19z6.t tbo .tlr cor?c aet becasc lav and rodcctgnrt€d tbs

$qrt s ALr ServLoe as ths Anryr ltr CorpaS tbLg noccsottated a change la

aEr{.al nrnber preftx fnon rA. S.t to rl. C.! lbg letterp asd nmber

deelgnatlng the alrcraft noclel together ulth tns uanufaaturerta nnne had

beea autlbor{.sed on 31 Jaarnry 1925 tor plaeeramt,o1. eaoh .sldc of tbe

rtdder about one-fourth the belght of, tbe rtclder fron tbe top alod l3

flgureo no la,rger tbBn three rnobes h18[. rba uorde treorl}oratd.oat and

nconpargil yere not to bc usod. lfter 18 Oatobar 19n, tbe mlerts DAml

and t14le aitfgnatf.oa uere nowd to thc fueoLago'st a eelnnte llne of

foqr-lncb letters to preohrde tbE trangfer of ths Erklngc aacb t'Lne t'bc

rudder uaa alianged.

Exaryl.er

Tbe seoond and thfud l.bsa vere tranepoaod ln a spooLfilcatdon lesuod oa

2J January 19n.

IIs€ of thts narking nas brlef, for after 3 Dec@ber 1930 tbo

nanufaoturert E raus naa e}lnlnated aad the otber data reappeared On t'be ,

1Eft gido of tbc fiselage aear tbs ooctplt ln oae-l^noh lett€rl tn a8 
"
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lnfornatLon block shlch nat stl.Ll la nac ln 1968. (Durlrlg lbrld ihr f|1

rllil or nQn $as etcurol[ed beneatb tho typc, nodel anil esrl'ra doa!.gnat'Lca 
...

on thE ftrselage !l tiro-tnoh lettsrs to ldotl1} nar-neaqr E "rclrft

retrrraed pemanently f:.E! so1rlee tn 8s o6rteas t'hoaterf r$r ldeutLSl'ed

alrarrft vhlah bad been dssrgnat€d at ercesa or srrttlus PFopc*y')z5

fre appearancE of nU. B. .en}[-l on t&s tuderal'dEa of r!.ngr remltcd

fr.on gona confiuloa tbe g@eral grrbllo eryer{.ooed !3 fdgntl$'trg lmgr

planea and thoEE belonglng to otbr elesutlw dsparMtcl ounsrcLa'1

coDoeras, or pr{vata Ladlvl&rala. Stati.o owndprs et ltrat sere glvm

t,hs optlon of addt.nS nU. 8. I$g[ to t,b louer rrlagg rlld ttso]"g8! rldea, ln

a taohlcal order datod 4 Febamsr:f 1921+. tlt. S.r nould a8Paar oa tbc rt'gbt

rt-ng, a3d rifiI{fr on tb left rrlth t&s top of the lett'er'g tolnrrt t'hc t'lrtlb

Ie&dfng odge, Bold, uhlt€ J-ettarl 24-!aches hfgF ry9 to y' us€d sa dart

nrfacea, and blacft lettsrs oa llght backgro&'b' 0B 15 Ootob€r 1925t t'bs

rrt.ng Ea*fng batt becono mndatory'6

Demndg for lnsleas8il slraraft r{slbllLty oprked a esd'ea of obanger

').., r
tn tbe ovan-ill color soht of ltr Cor?r rtralaft at t'bo oll"! drab fLutsh

geve uay to onec pnmottng gmater sefe$r' b 1gn ' ry 
dngs 8d t'a,11

varted t&e colorttlon, attnougb tbc ftnelegp, lladlns Sgcrt and atnrts

retaLned, tbe fantlJ.ar ollllF &t?b f[D13h. r ugbt, b1l! aolor thro! Jrsarl

later replaced tbe ollrru drab on obgsrnattoa plenee sla m prlnary and baslo

tlalnerg. Eovever, nore eff,l:lclOt lalntsanoe ead oYgrbsul trrreatJ'cec ucnc

poasiblO tt*ugt tbs cts3dsldlsatloa of ons solor for aLL fiualaggot suob e

EoY€ also uould gJryLtly dlat'rlbrut'toa of at'sclsft fio t&o ssufasturart r plant

8nd tbs repel^r depot, eUnf-tatfng coDoerB o"pr nbt'bsr t&e plare ur's sobdrfl€d

for ws for tra5atng or tactlca'1 prrrpoE€s'37
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