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EISTQRICAL ABALYSIS OF THE 14=15 FEERUARY 1345
BOGIKS G IRESIEN

1. INTRADUCTICH:

1. The zasacna fer and the pature ad gonssquances of the
bombing of Dresden, Germany, by Allied air foroes on li=l5 February
1545 have repeatedly besn the subject of official and uni#otricm
inquiries and of rumor and exaggerstion by uninformed or imadequately
informed persons. Moreover, the Om.ht. have with increasing
frequensy and by means of distartien and falsification used the
Pebruary 1345 Allied bombings of Dresden as 2 basgis for disseminating
anti-Western and anti-American propaganda. From time to time there
sppears in letters of inquiry to the United States Air Force evidence
that American maticoals are themselves being taken iam by the Commmunist
propagande line concerning the February 1945 bombings of Dresden.

2. The purpose of this historical analysis, based in its
entirety on existing official documents and on standsrd reference
sources, is to provide a more detailed and definitive account of the
m:mtortndthnmhmandccnuqmaotthohbnmlw
Dresden bombings than has heretafore been available. The narrative
portion of this historical analysis sets forth a framswork for
arriving at definitive answers to such recurring questions concern=
ing the February 1945 bombings of Dresden as the fallowing:

8. VWas Dresden & legitimte military target?
be Whatstretegic ebjectives, of matual importance to the

Allies and to the Russians, underlay the bombings of Dresden?

-
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ce Did the Russians request that Dresden de bdombed by
Allied air ferces!?

d. On wvhose recommendation, whether by am individuml o
by & comnittes, and by vhat authority were Allied sir forces ardered
to bomb Dresdea? _

e. Vore the Russians officially informed by the Allies
concerning the iatesded date of and the forces to be camitted to
the bombing of Dresdea?

£, With what forces and vith wbat means did the dllied
forees bomb Dresden?

g+ What were the specific target objectives in the Dresden
bombings?

h. What were the immediate and actual consequences of the
Dresden bombings on the physical siructure and the populace of the
city?

1. VWere the Dresden bombings in sny wey & deviation from
estanlished bombing paliciss set forth in officisl bombing direc—
tives?

j. Were the specific forces and moins employed in the
Drescen bombings similar to ar different frau the forces anc zeans
emloyed by the Allles in other aerizl attacks on comparable turgets
in Gerzeny?

k. 1In what specific wys and to whel degree did the bomb-
inges of Dresden achisve or support the strategic objectives that
underisy the attack and were of mmtuml importance to the Allies and
the Russians?

’ "
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3. Bach statemsat of fact in the msrretive porticm of this
analysis is, as indicated in the referemce notes, & eitation from a
standard reference work «r is autheatiocsted or amplified in the
supporting dooumsnts that are atteched herewvith. These latter com-
prise an official and definitive case history of the boabings of
Dresden.

4e Inammch ag it is exclusively the 1i~15 Felxuary 1945 bombe
ings of Dresden that have repeatedly been the subject of inquiry and
controversy and the basis of Commmnist propagands, the subssquent
bhistorical analysis and the sttached supporting documents are prime~-
rily concerned with aad relevant to the February bombings omly.
Nevertheless, as & matter of record, the fallowing is an authorite-
tive tabulation of all Allied bosbings of Dregden:’

Acmm-g.t llunbcrot ummagaon
Iate umm Iaxe umm IJ-___LR-_ lotal
7/10/44 Mareballing |

16/1/45 Marshalling
Yards 8th AP 133 279.8 4.6 321.4

14/2/45 CityAres RAPBC 772  1477.7 1181.6  2659.3
14/2/i5 Marshallisg | —

Yards - Bth AF 26 _ 4377 2943 782.0
15/2/45 Marshalling _
Yards SthaF¥ 21 465.6 465.6
2/3/45 Merstalling
17/4/45 Mer:zi=lling
Yards 8th AF 572  1526.4  16..5 1690.9
Industrial
- Apea 8th AP 8 28.0 2.0
& High Explosive

** Tncendiary Bombs

GRAND 1‘01'“8 2448 5273.0 1822,5 7100.5
1. sutuucu an Sth Alr Pmo %
ey, Reried 17 lgu. am, m1), - zo.
Sq;pa'ting Doc\mt le. 1, u:tica o m ing

uum smu at.n Afr Pmc: n. u"mngpnmmm o tne cmug
). P 1. Doocument No. 2.
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II, ABALYSIS
A. Drasdsa as s MliSary Iargat.

5, At the outtwesk of World Wer II, Dresden was the seventh
largest eity in Germazy proper.® With a populatiom of 42,143 in
1939, Dresden vas exseeded ia sise caly by Berlis, Haaburg, Munich,
Cologne, Leipsig, snd Bssen, in that order.’ The serial boaberdmant.s
sustained during Verld War II by the ssven largest cities of Germsny
are shown in Chert A.

6. Situsted 71 miles E.S.E. from Leipsig and 111 miles S.
of Derlin, bty reil, Dresden wvas cne of the grestest commeroial and
transportation centers of Germany sad the historic cspital of the
impartant aad populous state of Saxany,* It was, Bowever, because
of its geogrsphical location and topogrephy sad ss a primary communi-
eations center that Dresden assumsd msjor aignificance as a military
target in February 1945, as the Allied ground forces moved eastuard
and the Russisan armies moved westward in the great combined operations
designed to entrsp and crush the Germans into finel defeat.

Geographioally and topogrephically, Dresien commanded

2, Census of 17 May 1939 as reported in Jhe Siatesnan's Year Book,
Landon, 1945, p. 960. Within Greater Germany, vhich after 1938 in-
cluded Austris, Dresden ranked eighth in sizs.

3. Statistisches 390 Duatschland: 1928-1944 (Statistical
Handbuch of Germany, 1928-1944), Munich, 1949, p. 19.

4 Hogyolopeds Brittanice, Chisago, 18, Vol. IV, p. 646,

———




two great and historie treffic reutes of primary ailitary signifie
cancet northesouth betwesn Germany and Csechoslovekia through the

valley and gorge of the Elbe river, and esstevest along the foot of
the ocentral Burcpean uplands.’ The geogrsphical and topographical
inportance of Dresien as the lower bastion in the vast Allied-
m-hnnrdmmtmmtmcmumolummthoot
the wvar in Eurcpe is shown in Maps I-VI,

8. As & primery commmnications center, Dresden was the
junstion of three great trunk routes in the German reilwey systent
(1) Berlin-Pregue-Viemns, (2) MmicheBreslsu, and (3) Hamburg-
Leipsig-Pregue. As & key center in the dense Berlin-leipsig rsilwey
complex, Dresden vas connected to both cities by two main lines.®
The density, volums, ¢ad imporiance of the Dresden-Saxany reilwey
vshlwithntbﬁmgommdmhmutbfuu
mtuﬁ”&:wmvmthhsmmg the major German
states, renked seventh in its reilwey mileage, but renked third in
7 The Dresden-Saxany railvay
system as it existed in 1939 is shown in Map VII.

9. In addition to its geographical position and topography
and its primary iuportance as & commmications center, Dreaden was,

thetou_lt.omgecmiodbynn.

in February 1945, known to contain at leest 110 factories and in-
dustrial enterprises that were legitimate military targets, and were

5. Ghazbers Epcyclomedla, New York, 1950, Vol. IV, p. 636.
6. Chembers Zncrslooedde, New York, 1950, Vol. IV, p. 636.

2. aﬁmm‘ n?um ’ﬂ Reutachland: Munich, 1949
5« 8 (far land area), p. 343 (for reilvay mileage ,tndp.353 (for,
reilvay tommage).
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reparted to have explayed 50,000 vopkers in arms plants alone.” Among
mumWMcmufuwm; a poison gas fao-
tary (Chemische Fabric Goye and Company); ea anti-aircreft and field
gun factory (Lehman); the great Zeiss Ikon A.QG., Germany's most
impartant optloal goods manufactoryj and, among others, factories

engaged in the production of electricel and X-ruy apparcius (Koch and
Stersel A.G.), small arms (Seidel u. Newmn), moulds and metal puck-
ings (Anton Relake A;G.). goars and differentisls (Saxaniswerks), and
electric geuges (Getruder Bassler).’

10, Speoifio military installations in Dresden in February
1945 included berrecks and hutted campe and at least ome mmiticns
starage depot.t? |

11. Dresden \as protected by antiaircraft defenses (various
types) antiairorsft guns and searchlighis, in anticipetion of
Allied air raids against the ciwgu The Dresden air defenses were
under the Cambined Dresdem (Corps Area IV) and Berlin (Corps Area
III) Luftweffe Administration Commends.’?

8. Dresden, Germeny, Oity Aree, Econoaxic Repérta, Vol. Yo. 2, Head-
quarters U.S. Stretegic Bombing Survey, 10 July 1945; and &S London,
¥o. B=1799/4, 3 March 1945 (SECRET), in some item.

9. See Report No. K. 4171, Dresden, 22 March 194
(CMFIDENTIAL), Supporting Document No. 3. :

10. &WM&. K. 417, Dresden, 22 March 1945
(CHPFIDENTIAL), Supporting Document No. 3.

11. GBS London, T=3472, Germany: Air/Political, Codditions in Dresden,
6 April 1945 (SECHET), in sems scwrce as footnote 8.

12. 5 N6. P=050, Historieal Division, RBuropean Command.
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12. As early as 1943, the Allies and Rugeisns had degun
highelevel ecnsultations for the eonduct of the war against Germany}
in essence, for ecmbined operetions designed to defeat Germxy Ly
Allied bomberdment from the air, by Allied ground operations ageinst
Germany from the west, and by Russian operstions against the Germans
from the East. At the Tehran Conference (28 November-1l December 1943)
between Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin, the grend ‘otratagy for
these combined operations was cutlined and agreed upon by the three
powr'.u Details for executing the grend stretegy were nol con~
sidered at the canferense, but were to be warked out by the individual
forces in keeping with the fortm”' and progress of the nr.u’

13. In the closing months of 1944, Allied land advances in
the west and Russian advances from the east, coupled with the ever-
groving devastation from serial attacks by the Allied heavy bomder
forces, made it apparent that early in 1345 Germany proper could be
inveded from both fronts and that the Allied strategic air forces
would be more and more cslled upon to give direct suppori to thess
vast land operstions. In September and October 1944 the Allies and
the Russians began the exchange of informstion on their specific
plans far cperations designed to bring the war to @ close in 1945.1°

13. Upited states Aray Ao Nerld ¥ar I Ihe Europesn Iheairs of
m&}mt Croas-Chennel ALtack, Wuhington. De Co, 1951, ppe 1=
126. (This volums is by G. A. Harrisonm.

uo Sl.m item.

15, OCTAGON Summery, Office No. 69, States Military Mission
Moscow, 16 September 1344 (TOP SECEET); LMemorandum of/ Conversetion,
Marshal I. ¥. Stalin, Prime Minister Churchill, Ambassedor Hsrrimen
/end otberg/, Moscow, 14 Ootobsr 1344 (TCP SECRET)




Simltenscusly, the Allies and the Russians 1aid the gemerel ground-

vork for clossr eocperetion and agpistance in their forthooming

operations 016

14« On 14 Decenber 1944, the Amsrican Ambasssdor to Russia,
Mr. Averill Barriman, personally stated to Marshal Stalin that
General Dwight D. Eiseshower, Suprems Commander, Suprems Headquarters,
Allied Expeditionary Forces (SHAKF), ®was very anxious teo operste in
concert vith the Bussians and to help the Eussisn armies wvhenever such
sppart xight be needed.”’! Ambessador Barrimn specifically dis-
cussed vith Stalin the use of Allied air forces in the Mediterrensan

mmm

in support of Russian land operstions 1n the Balkans.
vag 8o direot mention, in the 14 December conversations between
Stalin and Barriman, of the employment of the massive Allied strategic
air foroes operating from the west, it was to be assumed that these
forces would be used to suppart Russians cperstions on the Eastern
fromt. |

15. Go 23 December 1944, President Roosevelt informed
Stalin that=-given ths Marshal's permission—Generel Eisenhower
would be instructed to send s representative to Moscow to “discuss
with you the situation in the west and its relation to the Russian

front in order that information esseatial té our efforts may be

17. Msmorendum, Conversation between the Aﬁric&n Ambassador, Mr.
Hargiman, and Mershal I.V. Stalin, 14 Deceaber 1944 (TOP SECAET).
See Supporting Document No.4.




TR ?
available %o all of us.™? n 26 December Stalin stated his acospe

tance of Presideat Roosevelt's ’wpocll.m The officer designmated
to confer vith Stalin was Marshal of the RAF, 8ir Arthur Tedder,

Deputy Suprems Commander, SHAE?, sad immsdiately responsille to the
Supreme Commander for all Allied air operations. Amang the topioes
discussed by Stalin and Tedder at their meeting om 15 Jamuary 1945
was the employmsnt of the Allied ltr_‘mlil'tmollnthtortb-
coning combined operaticns. Tedder outlined to Stalin the "applica~
tion of the Allied air effort with partisular reference to stretegic
bombing of commmications as repressnted by oil targets, reilroads
and wtervays."> There was also specific discussion of the problem
that would fsoe the Russisns if the Germans attempted to shift forces
tmthwatuthomtcnddthwun:ntmmm
pouibuity.zz

16, Therefore, on 25 Janmry 1945, the Joint Intelligence
Sub=Committee of the British War Cabinet, which was responsible far
preparing such analyses for the Allied air forces, presented t.o
Marshal Tedder, through appropriate channels, a warking peper
entitled "Strategio Bombing in Relation to the Prssaat Russian

19. Vessage, SHAEF 1659 WARI-82070, 25 December 1944 (TQP SECEZT).
See Supparting Documsnt Noe 5.

2. Messege, VARX-82144 SHAEF, 26 December 1944 (TOP SECRET). See
Supporting Document No. 6. ‘

21, Memorandum of Conference with Marghal Stalin, 15 January 1945.
See Supporting Documsnt Mo. 7. (TOP SECRET)

22. Same item and Message 22378, U.S. Military Mission Moscow, 16
Jemnry 1945. For this last see Supparting Document No. 8. (pop

SECRET)




QCfensive."s> The findings of this suthoritative body were as followss

mmamumwmmmtmm
d!miuhlihlytohuldnhinottntmthlmth
of the war. Ve consider, therefore, that the assistance
Mdathgimummm:&uru‘thuxttw
mwmummmammmtm- 2
thumtmhvctﬂukqlwttothhmd.

It is probable that the Germans will be compelled to
vithdray farces, partioularly panser divisions, from the
Western Frout to reinfarce the Bast . « . « To what exteat
air bombardment can delay the move eastwards of these or
other divisions destined for the Eastern Front is . . »
an operstiocnal matter. It is understood that far-reaching
results have already been achisved in the West by disruptive
effect of Allied air attacks on marshalling ysrds and com-
mmications generelly. Thess have hitherto been aimed at
sssistance to the Western Front and should now be cons d
in relation to delaying the trensfer of forces eastwerds,

rammnamddmmnmummemﬁﬂly

studled and evaluated by the appropriste suthorities in the Supreme

Coomander's staff, particularly ameng thoss imsediately responsible

to him for planning and authorising air operstions. On 31 Jemuery,
the decision vas made by the Deputy Supreme Commander (Tedder) snd

his sir staff that the second priarity for the Allied strategic air

forces should be the "attack of EERLIN, LEIPZIG, DRESDEN and

associated oities wherebeavy attack will . . « hamper movement of

reinforcenments from other tronto.'% As of 31 Jamary 1945, the

3. Jd.1.C. U5) 31 (0) (Revised Finel), 25 Jemuary 1945 (CORFIDENTIAL).
See Supporting Document No. 9.

Same iten.

25. Sams source, but for ready reference presented as Supporting
Document No. 10.

26, Message, SHAEF SCM (UT 4025 12744, 31 Janmry 1945 (SECEET). See
Supporting Documsnut No. 1l.
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Allied decision to establish Dresden as & sscond priority target, be-
osuse it wvas & primsry communications ocenter and in suppart of the
Russisa armies, vas by no means wnilateral. The decision was founded
on bagic and explicit exchanges of information between the Allies and
Russisa and wes clearly a strategio decision of matual importance to
the Alliss and the Russians.

17. The Allied~-Russian interchanges that had begun in the
olosing months of 1944 and had becoms, vith the passing of time, more
frequent and more specific, culminated in the ARGONAUT Conferences
of January-Febtruvary /191.5. On 4 February, President Roosevell, Prime
Minister Churchill, and Marshal Stalin, together vith their foreign

seoretaries and military advisors, ssssmbled at Yalta to present de-
finitive and specific plans, and requests, for bringing the war
against Germany to & victarious conclusion, by the summer of 1945, if
possible.” At this meeting, Marshal Stalin asked Army General
Antonov, Deputy Chief of the Runi&nbcenerl.l Staff, to outline to the
Conference the situation existing on the Eastern Front and to describe
Russia's plans for subsequent operstions. At the conclusion of his
extended presentation, General Antonov mede three specific requests

for Allied assistance to the RussianstZ’

# QOther considerations involved in the ARGQORAUT deliberations are
not pertinent or relevant here.

2]. ARGCONMAUT Conference Minutes of the Flenary Meeting between the
UsS.h., Great Britain, and the USS.R., held in Livadic Palace,,
Yalta, on Sunday, 4 February 1945, at 1700 (TOP SECRET). See Suppart-

ing Documsnt No. 12.
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§¢ To speed wp the advence of the Allied troops on
the Westera Froat, for which the present situation is
very favoreblet

(1) To defeat the Germans on the Eastern Front.

(2) To defeat the German groupings which have
advanged into the Ardennes.

(3) The weaksaing of the German forces in the
Vest in connection with the shifting of their
reserves 0 the Bast.

It 1s desirable to begin the advance during the
£irst half of Pebruary.

~Re By air sotion on commmnications hinder the enemy
from carrying out the shifting of his troops to the
East from the Western Front, from Norway, and froa

Italy.

In particular, to paralyse the junctions of Ber-
1in and leipsig.

Qs dot permit the enemy to remove his forces froa
Italy.

18, It m%p.ouu Russian request for bombing commnice~
tions, coupled vith the emphasis an fareing troops to ahift from west
to east through commmisations ocenters, that led to the Allted bomb-
ings of Dresden. The structure of the Berlin-Leipsig-Dreeden reilway
complex, as outlined in peragreph 8 adbove, required thet Dresden, as
vell as Berlin and Leipsig, be bombed. Therefore Allied air
suthorities cancluded that the bombing of Dresden would heve to be
undertaken (1) in order to implemsnt strategic objectives, of mutual
importance to the Allies and the Russians, and now agreed upan at the
highest levels of governmental authority, and (2) to respond to the

specific Russian request presented to the Allies by General Antonov
to "paralyse the junctions af Berlin and Leipsig.®

h




19. On 8 Pelwuary 1945 SHARF (Air) informsd the RAP Bomber
Command and the United States Stretegic Air Forces that Iresden was

smong & mumber of targets that had been seleoted for bombing because
of their importance in relation to the movemeats of military forces
to the Bastern Pront.2® This sction, based upon the authoritative
recommendation of the Combined Strategic Targets Coummittes, SHARF
(Air), and in turn based upon the recommendations of the Joint Ine
telligence Committes (see paragraph 16 above), vas in keeping vith
thop-ooodm structure and authority set up in SHAEF for the con-
duct of sarisl operetions by Allisd farces.?d

2. Allied serial cperstions wers ultimstely the responsi-
bility of the Suprems Cammnder, Gensral Eisenhower, though normally
he delegated the immediate suthority for employment of Allied air
forces to his Deputy Supreme Commander, Marshal Tedder. The latter,
in turn, mmmmwrsamwmcmm
the United States Strategic Air Forces (Genersl Carl Speatz, Command-
ing) for the actual conduct of specific strategic serial operations.
The top commnders of the Allied stretegic bomber forces were re-
quired to conduct all of their operations within the framewark of

28, Message, Air Ministry BSW 207, Serial No. 7/9, 8 Pebruary 1945
(T0P SECRET). See Suppcrting Dooument No. 13.

29. Message, SHAEF SCM IN 5157, 14 January 1945 (SECRET). See
Supporting Document No. 14. .

<
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_ directive, listed as the bambing of “"German lines of commnications.®

(the British Ohiefs of Staff and the American Joint Chiefs of Staff).

BV A

bombing directives laid down to them by the Combined Chiefs of Staff

Inhh-urylm, vhen SHAEF (Air) directed the bombing of Dresden
in imaediste support of the Russians and in keeping vith strstegic
cbjectives of mutusl interest to the Allles and the Russians, the

-mmumrmmmtmmdormmmnwofmm

*Directive No. 3 for the Strategic Air Farces in Burope,” dated 12

Juary 1945, The second priority (after bosbing of the Germen
potralusa industry) for the Allied strevegic air faroes wes, in that
1
The suthority for and the ordering of the bombing of Dreaden by

All1ed strategic air furces and the steps taken to ocaryy out these
ordérs were therefors within the framework of the existing basic

CCS Directive No. 3 governing the operetions of the Allied strategic

air forces in Europe.

E.

21, Although the exact procedures for maintaining day to

day liaison between the Russians and the Allies on Allied bombing
operations was for & long tims the subject of negotiation between the
Allies 2nd the Russians, certain procedures for such liaison were

30. See Supporting Document No. 15 (TGP SZCRET).
31. Same iteam.



nevertheless in effect prior to the Allisd bombings of Dresden.’?

Therefore, the following astions were taken by Allied suthoritiss
to notify the Russians thet-th aS&MNidnce vith their expressed wishes
as to actions and timing, stated at the ARGAHMAUT Conference on 4
Poebruary 1945, Allied strategic air forces would boamb Dreaden during
the firet balf of February.>?

22, On 7 Pebxuary 17345, Genersl Spacts, Commanding Ceneral,
United States Stretegic Air Ferces, informed Major General J. R,
Deans, Chief of the United States Military Missiom, Moscow, that the
sommunications targets for strategic bombing by the Eighth Air Force
vere, in the order of their priority, Berlin, Leipsig, Dresden,
Chemnits (and others of lesser impartance).°* Ou the same date,
Generel Spsats also notified Generel Deane that & 2{~hour advance notice
of the intention $o conduot actusl bombing operations against Dresden
(and the other targets of mutusl concern to the Russians and the
Allies) would be forwarded in order that General Deans might so notify
the Russians.’® On 8 February, the Averican Kilitary iissicn in

32, Mossage, ARGONAUT-QUT-43, 0617392, 6 Pebrusry 1945 (1Q0P SECRET),
o0 ing Document Mo. 16; Message Hq USTAAF UA-53861, 7 Pebruary
1945 (TOP SZCRZT), see Supporting Document Bo. 17; lgtter, }Maj.Cen.
S.P. Spalding, Acting Chief, U.S. Militery Mission Josccy/, to Maj.
Goen. N.V. Slavin, Assistant Chief of Staff of Red Army, S Pebrusry 1945
(iOP SECRET), see Supporting Document No. 13; Message, AGCQUUD 122,

10 Pebruery 1945 (TCP SECKET), see Supporting Document No. 17; letter,
Spalding to Sdavin, 10 Februsry 1945 (TGP SECHKET), see Supporting Docu-
mert No. 20; Message, Hg WAAF MX-45899, 11 February 1945 (TOP SECRET),
see Supporting Docuasnt No. 21.

33+ See Supporting Doeumsnt No. 12,

34. Message, USTAAF UA~53861, 7 Februsry 1945 (TOP SECRET). See Support-
ing Docwaent Nce 22 It musi be presumed that the Commander-in-Chief,

RAP Bomber Comeand, forwvarded a similar asassge to the British Military
Mission, Moscow, although the documentary sources thet would verify this
fact are not available st the present time to the USAF,

e -
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Mosoow motified the proper Bussian euthority thet Dresden was among
the targets selected for stretegis bombing bty the Amsricsn Bighth Air
Foroe.’®  (n 12 Petwuary, General Speats infarmed the United States
Military Missicn that, weather permitting, the Eighth Afr Poroe in-
tended to attack the Dresden Marshalling Yards with a force of 1200
to 1400 bomber planes on 13 February.? Gn 12 Pebruary, therefore,
the Russians were informed of the Americsus! intenticn to bomb
Dresden.3® Veather eomditions did mot pernit the Eighth Alr Forcs

to oarry out its attack against Dresden on 13 hbrmry.” Accorde
ingly, no}}ehr\ary by similar procedures the Americans infaraed the
Russisns, that the Bighth Air Force would attack the Dresden Marshalle
ing Yards on the Lith.*" Subsequently, the Russians vere informed
by the Americans that Dresdem, together with the other high priority
ocommnications centers targets, would be subject to attack whenever
weather conditions permitted.4l

36, Letter, Mnj. Gen. S.P. Spalding, Acting Chiaf, U.S. Mlitary
Mission, Moscow, to Maj. Gen. K.V. Slavin, issistant Chief of Staff of
Red Army, 8 Pebruary 1345. See Supporting Document No. 23. (TOP SECRET)

37. Message, Hq USTAFF US=642102, 12 Pebruary 1945 (TGP SECRET). See
Supporting Docunent No. 24 -

380 Lett.r. Ihj. Gen. E.N. Hill, w, Air Dimiou. UsSe Hilitary
Mission, Koscow, o Maj. Gen. N. V., Slavin, Assistant Chief of Staff
of Red irmy, 12 February 1945 (TQP SECXET). See Supporting Document
No. 25. Agein, it mst be presumed that similar informmtion was con-
veyed to the Russians by the British, through the British Military
Mission, indicating that the RAF Bomber Commend wes preparing to
strike Dresden.

39, lkessage, Bighth Air Force D~63497, 13 February 1945 (SECRET).
See Supporting Document No. 26.

40. Messege, Bighth Air Porce D=60010, 13 Pebruary 1945 (TOP SECRET),
see Supporting Documsnt No. 27; Letter, Lt. Col. D.V. Anderson, Exscu-
tive Officer, Air Division, U.S. Military Misdion, Moscow, to Maj.Gen.
M.V. Slavin, Assistant Chief of Staff of Red Army, 13 l‘obnlry 1945
(10P SECAET), see Supparting Documsnt No. 28.

4l. Message, Hq USTAFF UAX 2, 18 Pe T0P SEC
Supporting Document Noe 29.



3. In the Dresden bombing attacks of 14~15 Felruary 1945 the
Anerican Eighth Air Force and the RAF Somber Cozmand tageiher employed

a total of 1299 bomber aircreft (527 fram the Eighth iir Parce, 722
froa the RAF Bomber Camend) for a total weight, on targets, of
3206.7 tons. OF this tonnsge, 1247.6 tons were expended by the 2ighth
Air Foree, 2059.3 tons by the RAS Doaber Command. Ine Americans
emplayed 953.3 tons of high explosive bombs and 2%4.3 tons of in-
oendiary bombs—all aimed at the Dresden Marshalling Yards. The
British employad 1477.7 tons of high exploaive bombs and 1121.6 tons
of incendiary bombs—all aimed against the Dresden ity area.t? The
Anerican aireraft used H2X (radar) bombing method, with visual assists,
and the Eritish used the mrker and visual method.3

G. Spesific Iarget Chisativas 4n the Drasden Arss.

24 As related in pearegraphs 5-11 above, Dresden becars a
nilitary target as (1), and of overriding importance, & primary com=
munications center in the Berlin-Leipsig-Dresien railwey complex; (2)
as an important industrial and menufacturing ceater directly esscciated
with the prodacuon of aircrafi components and other military items,
including poison ges, anti-aireraft and field guns, and smell guna;

42 Al.a.figuru inthhplrlgrnpbtakantron
mmummmamm » Pe 20.

quart-or. United States
Strategic u: l‘orcen in Europe (CONFIIENTIAL), pe 1« 3Ses Supporting
Documsnts Nos. lrand 2.

——

430 Scme iteas.
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and (3) as an area containing spesific allitary imstallaticns. The
mtnuwmwmc—mmuwdwdmug.m
oity ares iteelf and therely choke commmicstions MAlDID the oity and
disrupt the normal civilian life upon wvhich the larger communioations
sctivities and the manufacturing enterprises of the city depended.
Murther, the videspread ares reid condusted by the Rritish eatailed
bombing strikes against the many industrial plants throughout the
awmmﬂnmuumw~uwxu targete within the
larger pattern of the area reid.4% The Eighth Air Porce reids, which
uinbyaylmt-adtonoynd, on the 14th and 15th February, the
night reid of the British (13/14 Pebrusry), were directed against
zail activities in the city.l’s

25. The RAF Bomber Command's area reid on Dresden, conducted
on the night of 13/14 February 1945, resulted in fires that did great
damage wo the city proper, particularly-in the aolder and more densely
uilt up aress.*’ Barly official Allled post-strike reports estimeted
that 85 per cent of tha fully built-up city ares wes destroyed, that
the old part of the eity, which comprised the greater partion of the

4L4e See Supporting Document No. 3 and footmote 8.
45. See Supporting Documents Hos. 1 and 3.

46. RAF incendiary rsids om 32 Germsn cities (exclusive of Dresden)
vith populations over 100,000 are described and snalysed in Fire
Baids on Germen Citias, The United States Strategic Bombing Survey,
Physical Dexmge Division, 1947 (RESTRICTED). Especially pertinent
sections of this documsnt are reproduced in Supporting Documsants Nos.
130, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35



builteup sreas wes largely viped out, that the mjority of buildings
ummmmmumntm.mumummn&u. fov
bulldings were effected by the ares beombing sttack. Virtually all
major public buildings appesred heavily gutted or severely damsged.
Public utilities, and facilitlies such as slaughter houses, warshouses,

snd distribution centers, vere seversly affected.4? A very large nusber
of the city's industrisl facilitiss were destroyed or ssverely
damnged,*® i1th perbaps & four-fifth's reduction in the productive
capacity of the arms plants.’? Later British assessezents, vhich vare
more conservative, concluded that 23 per cent of the city's industrial
buildings vere serioualy dameged and that 56 per cent of the non=
industrial buildings (exoclusive of dwellings) had been heavily damaged.
O the total number of dwelling units in the city proper, 78,000 were
regarded ag demolished, 27,700 tempararily uninhabitable but ulti-
mately repairable, and &,,500 readily repairsble from minor damage.
This later assessment indicated that 80 per cent of the city's housing
units had undergone soms degree of damsge and that 50 per cent of
the dwellings bad been demolished or sericusly demeged.””

26. The Eighth Air Porce raids ageinst the city's railwey

47. 8ee Supporting Document Fo. 3.
48. Same item.

49. 05S London, T=3472, Germany: Air/Political, Conditions in
Dresden, 6 April 1945 (SECRET). See footnotes 8 and 1l.

50, Air Ministry, RE. 8. Area Attack Asssssmant: Dresden, undated
(filed 30 October 1945) (SECRET). S8ee Supparting Document No. 35.
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facilities on 14 and 15 Pebruary resulted in severe and extensive
damnge that entirely parelysed commnications. Ihe city's passsnger
terninals snd major freight stations, warshouses, sad starege: sheds
were, vhen nmot totally destrayed, 8¢ seversly damged that they were
wmssbie. Roundhouses, reilway repair and work shops, ooal statioas,
and other operating facilities, were destroyed, gutted, or soverely
damged. The reilwey Lridges over ibe Elbe river—rvital to incoming
and cutgoing treffic——were rendered umusable and remmined closed to
traffic for many veeks after the rdds.ﬂ
Z7. Cagualties among the Dresden populsce were inevitably
very heavy in consequence of the fires that swept over the oity
folloving the RAF ares reid on the night of 13/14 Pelruary. In addi-
t4on to its normal population, the oity had experienced a hesvy in-
nuanmu.mmmtmdmamwm.nomr
aress, partisularly from Berlin.’? The exact mumber of camumlties
from the Dresden bosbings oan never be firmly established.” Con
temparary British estimstes were that from 8,200 to 16,400 pcr;aia
were killed and that similar numbers of persons mey have been serious—
1y injured.’* Most of the latest German post—var estimates are that
about 25,000 persons were killed and about 30,000 were wounded,
virtuslly all of these being casualties from the RAF lncendiary attack

51. See Supporting Document Ho. 3.

‘52, Contemporary esiimstes of one number of refugees and evacuces in

iresden in February 1945 renged from seversl hundred thousand iato
seversl millions. See Supporting Document No. 2 (second inclosure
thereto) and extract from [eesing's Archives, 1943-1946,
P+ 7054, in Supporting Document No. 36.

53. See Supporting Document Ko. 34.

54+ Air Ministry RE. 8, Area Attack: Dresden (SECRET). See Support-
ing Document No. }0’. 35 .
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o 13/14 Pebruary.’® Although the latest evailable post-ver socounts

play up the "terrcristic” aspects of tae Dresden bombings, it 1is
significant that they scoept mich lover casulty figures than those
oireulated by the Germans immedistely after the relds and, from time
to time, in the years irmediately following the w@r.56 The most
distorted account of the Dresden 'bonung--m thet mey have becoms
the basia of Commmnist propegande ageinst the Allies, particularly -’
agiinst the Americans, in recent years--was prepared by two farmer
Gorman genersl officers for the Klstorioal Division, luropoan} Commend
(U.S.h.) 1n19&8.5'_’ In this socount, the number of dead from the
Dresden bombings was declared to be 250,000. That this figure mey de
the grobablo munber of dead, miltiplied ty ten for the seke of exag-
geretion, becomes apparent bj comparing the weight of the Dreeden
bombings of 14-15 February 1945 with the total tounages expendel by
the Allies agsinst the six other largest German ciiles (ses Char A,
above) and by comparing the verious estiiates of the Dresien casual-
ties with the best estimate of the total cesualties suffered by the
Gerxzans from all Allisd bo.lblnga during World wvar Il.

28, Ag shown in Chart A, tha following total tonnages of

Yorbs were expended by the Allies esgoinal the six citics in Gerzeay

55, See Supporting Documents Nos. 37 and 38.4,4

56, See Supporting Document Ho. 2 (second inclosure wereto) for
examples of the propaganda releases issued by the Germans lmmediate-
17 following tae bozbings.

57, MS No. P-050, Histarical Division, Eurcpean Commande




Dommlagion. 1939, Zotal Rombh Zonnages

Berlin 44 339,000 67,607.3
Hemburg | 1,129,000 39,6872.6
Mmnich 841,000 27,1049
Oologno m.m “.923.2
Essen 667.@ ” 093800
Dresden 642,000 7,100.5

The United States Stretegic Bombing Survey estimated that 305,000
 persans were killed and 780,000 were vounded ss the consequence of
all Allied bombings against Gerseny in World Wer II,5% frem e sotal
Allied bomb expenditure of 3,697,473 tons.”’ It may therefore be
presumed that the estimates of 25,000 dead and 30,000 wounded, &s
presented in most of the latest availsdle German estimates of the
Dresden bonmbings, are reasamable and acceptable.

29. Despite the lack of accurste statistics on the mumber of
killed and wounded in the Dresden raid, as well as in other Allied
bonbings of German cities, it would appear from such estimates as are
svailsble that the casualtiss suffered in the Dresien bombings were
not disproportionate to those suffered in aresa sttacks on other German
cities. The reports of the United States Bombing Survey give specific
estimates of the dead for onJ,y four of the German citles which were
subject to fire raids during area attacks.’ Assuming that there my

58, Overall Repork (Eurcpeap War), United States Stretegic Bombing
Survey, 30 September 1945, pe 9.

59. Sams source, p. L.
60. Iire Baids on Garmen Citics, United States Strategic Bombing

Survey, Physicsl Demage Divislon, Jamuary 1945 (RESTRICIED). See
Supporting Document No. 34




el b SR AN TR e Tt A e fanen B e o

probably bave been sbout 1,000,000 pqh in m:um on tb
13/14 Pebruary RAF umx.&m are the oomparative desth iliu in
Dresden and the four oities for vhioh the United States Stretegic
Bombing Survey has given estimates of mortalitiss from . incendiary

ares lthclm&
584 4 Zonulatlon Killed [Iaresntage Jate
Darmstadt 109,000 8,100 075
Kasssl 220,000 8,659 039
Dresden lpm,m 25.@0 025
Bamburg 1,738,000 41,800 0%
Wuppertal 400,000 5,29 013

30. The original Combined Chiefs of 3taff Directive govern-
ing emplayment of the British and American stretegic air forees esta-
blished the autheritative principle that the primary effaort of the
BAP Bonber Command should be the mess destruction of important German
industrial areas and population centers by night area bombing and that
the primary effort of the American Eighth Air Force should be daylight
precision bombing of key installations within the larger industrial
and population centers attacked by the RAF Bomber Gomand.63 ﬁr.t

61 see footnote.52.

62, The Report of the United States Strategic Bowbing Survey, ussd as
the basis for this comparison does nol list the number of injured in
the fire reids cited.

63. CCS 166/1/D, 21 Januery 1943 (TGP SECEET).

=
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reids are defined and deseribed in Secticn J, belq/. This joiat asd
complementary effort of the pritish and Americes strategic air forces
ves suthorised by the Combined Ghiafs of Staff ia order to accomplish
"the progressive destruction and dislocatica of the German ailitary,
industrial and economic system, and the undermining of the morele of
the German people to & point vhere their capscity for armed resistance
{s fatally veakened,*>® Appraved in prinsiple by the Cambined Chisfs
of Staff an 20 Jemuary 1943,% and specifically insugureted cn 10 fune
1943,% the cambined British and American strategic bomber offensive

against Germany contimued vith ever-mounting power until 16 April
1945, when all .mum}i;ouum against Germeny ceased.” 1s the
wer progressed, there were certain alieretions in the operationsl
control of the Allied strategic air forces and in the order of
priorities Vusianod to target systems and objectives. JSee paragraphs
19-20 above,/ By and large, however, there wes mo slteration in the
fundamental principle that American stretegis air forces in Europe
would engage only in daylight precision reids against specific instal-
lations end that night sree reids would be conducted by the British.

6,. Sexne sow ce.

65, Same source

66. Report of Lieutenant Genersl Ire C. Esker on USAAP Activities in
the U.K. Covering Period from February 20, 1942 to 31 December 1943,
Tab E thereto (TCP SECRET).

67. USTAAF Message 161551B, 16 April 1945 ("OP SECRET).

T




Aside from technologioal differences in aircraft and equipmeat that
justified the differences in Amerioan aad British bombing methods,
Amsricen authorities were,throughoutthe war in Europe, opposed to the

m&hr@tmohmw“h'm.“

31, Falling vithin the established pattern of combimd
British and American strategic air operetions sgainst Cerzmny, the
14~15 Pebruary bombings of Dresden, partioularly the RAF night area
reid, ware & shattering and devastating blow to the physical struoture,
the economy, and the life of the oity. The achievement of such a blow
was necesserily the purpose of the Allied bombings, in consequsnce of
the fact that Dresden, like other great Gomn cities, vas a legiti-
mte ailitary terget, and vulmersble to Allied air power. It is,
however, understandsble that the surviving Dresiea populace should
bave regarded the bombings as even more devastating and desth-dealing
Mmyutmhwn,&mmtthhoﬁimuu soised upon by
the German authorities as a means of eonducting Wogieﬂl warfare
sgainst the Allies in the closing months of the var. The distorted
and highly exaggereted accounts of the sdnittedly griz casualties
suffered in Dresden issusd by Germen propagands agencies immedistely

68. A basic stuntemsnt of the American objectives to participating in
eree end morsle bombing in Europe is contained in the remarks of
General H., H. Arnold and Admiral William D. Leahy in the minutes of
Joint Chiefs of Staff, 176th Meeting, 14 September 1944 (TGP SECRET).

69. On 1, Pebrusry, following the RAF area bombing of the oity,
Heinrich Himmler, Chief of the German SS, sent this msssege to the head
of the SS in Dresden: *The attacks were obviously severe, yet every
first air reid gives the impression that the town has been comple
destroyed.® See Supporting Document No. 2 (second inclosure thereto).
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falloving the bomhings, ™ coupled with an imadvertest and misiaformed
Allied Devs relesse conseraing tho‘ Dresden and other simmltanecus
boabings, led to an investigation by Eesdquarters, Arwy Air Farces, of
the purpoes and charsster of the surrent Amsrican stretegic bdombing |
operstions in Burope.

}32. At s meeting vith Allied press correspandents om 16
Foebruary 1945 a mesber of the SHAEP publio relations staff relessed
ineocurate and misleading statements conoeraing the current Allied
bombing operations against German cities, primsrily agsingt comsunica-
tions centers, among which Dresden was obwiously lncluhd.n Aweri-
oan press sccounts of the remarks mede to neweamen at SHAET implied
that the American and British bombing forces Lad begun a delibsrete
otmpaign of indiscriminate*terror bombing® egainst German cities, there-
by deviating from long-established palicles concerning the employment
of Allied strategic air power.’< Confronted with the sengationsl
Amorican news staries and the Germen propagands ®plants® in the
foreign press, Heedquarters, Army Air Farces, in Weshington, at once
demanded from American air authorities in Europs & full explamation
of the basis of the lurid press accounts and insisted that American
bombing forces must not deviate from official baubing policy, either

: 7
as to objectives and priorities or es to bombing metinods. 3

7. Same item, and Supporting Document No. 27.
7l. ¥Wer Department Message 014-18-18753'. 19 Pebruary 1945 (SECRET).

72, Wer Department Message CM=-IN-39730, 18 Fedruary 1945 (TOP SECRET).
See Supporting Document No. 39.

73. Same item, and War Department Message CM-QUT-39222, 17 Pebruary
1945 (TOP SECRET). See Supporting Documsnt No. 40.
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33, Beadquarters, United States Btrstegic Air Farees (n
Burope, strongly esphasised the falloving aix points in the repliss
that vere immedistely dispatched to Waghingtans (1) it hed always been
the polisy of the Americen foress that efvilian targets were mot
suitable military objectives; (2) there hed beea no change in the
American policy of precision boubing of military objectives; (3) attacks
againat Gerzsn commmioations were listed as the second priority objec-
tive in the Combined Ghiefs ot'sutt *Directive lo.k3 for the Strategie
ALr Toroes uhwﬁnmmpb 20, abavg/; (4) the pover of the
Russian advance wes regarded as tho greatest strategic fastor in the
var st that time and should bs, &s the situmtion dictated, supported;
(5) Dresden, and other key commnications centers, had besn sttacked
as targets important to the Eastern Front; (6) the attacks on Dresden
and other communicetions centers were appreciated by the Bnuim.u
This informstion satisfied Headquariers, AAFf that all open questions
concerning the current operations of the American sirategic air forces
in Europe had been satisfactorily resclved and that tbe Auerican
forces were operating in strict conforzity with estzhlished bombing
polloiem?s

34. A few weeks later, the issus ef the Dresden bombings
wves reviewed by the Secretary of War. On 6 March 13,5, the Secretary
was inforaed by General George C. Mershall, Chief of Staff, that

74« Var Department Messages CM-IN-18652 and 13745, 18 and 19 Pebruary
1945 (ToP SECREI‘). See Supporting Documsnts Nos. 41 and 42.

75. Wsr Department Message cn»axT-399s4, 19 Pebwruary 1945 (TGP SECRET).
See Swpporting Document No. 43.

-_—



Dresdsn bad been bosbed aa 14+15 Pebruary becsuse it was & communioa-
tions oenter of great impartance, through vhich reinforcemsnts pessed
to Teach the Jussian front, and becauss the city ves clesely relsted
to Germa potentialities for launching a counterattack agaizst the
southern wing of the Russian offensive, and that standard bombing

methods had boen used in the Allisd air attacks againgt Dresden.’®
With Ceneral Marshallts statament to the Secretary of War, the issue
of the Dresden bombings within the fremework of established bombing
. policies was cansidered closed.’’

‘ 35. The Allied boabings of Dresden on 14-15 Pedruery 1945
were an exaaple of the standerd pattern of BAF night area boambing,

fallowed by Zighth Air Force daylight precision attacks against
specific insisllations in the general area-—in this instance, attacks
against the Dresden larshalling Yerds. A comparatlive analysis of the
forces and neeans employed by the respective stretegic air forces re-
quires, first,a cefinition and description of aree bombing operztions.
36, As definec by the United States Streiegic Boabing
Survey, erea ettacks were reids "intentionzlly directed against 2 city
area by more than 100 bombers wvith a bomb weight in exczess of 100 tomns,

76. Menorerdum for the Secretary of War, by G.C. Marshall, Chief of
Staff, 6 March 1945 (SECRET). See Supparting Document No. 44.

77 Qffiecial files far 1345 do not coniain further significant refe-
rence to the Dregflen bombings of 14~15 Pebruary 1745.
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which destroyed more than 2 per cemt of the residential buildings ia
the o1ty attacked.*™ Ares reids bad four prizeipal sharscteristios:
&yunmmatwtgwmmwmputhu
they were designed to spread destruotion over & vide ares rether than
to knock out any specific factory ar installation; and they were in-
tended primarily to destroy moreles, particularly the morale of in-
dustrial vorkers.’? During World War II, Allied air forces—primarily
the RAP—=dropped more than Milf & aillion tons of bombs in area reids
on 6l German cities with populations of more mmo,ooo.m The
Strategic Bombing Survey estimated that the area reids against these
62 German cities totally destroyed or severely damaged 3,600,000

" residential units (some 20 per cent of all the dwelling units in
Germany) and thet the reids killed about 300,000 pecpls, injured some
760,000 and rendered 7,500,000 persons homeless. Against at least
40 of the largest cities in Germany, the RAF conducted fire reids as
a specific means of area bombing, and it conducted reids on at least
eight other oit.iu that were not among the 62 with pepulations of more
' than 100,000.52 Moreover, sgainst certain of the largest cities in

Germany the RAF conducted more than one fire raid; for example, at

78. Over-all Report (Furopean Wer), United States Stretegic Bombing
Survey, p. 72.

79. Same source, p. 7l.
8. Same source, p. 720
81, Same source, same page.

82, Fire Raids on German Cities, United States Strategic Bombing
Sm'n'y, Table Fo. 2.

. 3
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least six against Berlin, at least five !&M

and Essen, and at least two against Calogne. L

37. The forces and means emplqyed by the RAF in the ares
bombing of Dresden were significantly, but not unduly large: 722
heavy bombers dropped 1477.7 tons of high explosives and 1181.6 tons
of inoendisriss, & total weight of 2659.3 tons.® In its sustained
ares reids on Hamburg in 1943, the RAF had used compareble mmmbers of
airoreft in single reids; for exsmple, 740 heavy bombers on 24/25
Ay, 739 on 28/29 July, and 726 on 29/30 Jaly.%5 In other ares reids,
the British had dispatched such tonnages as 11,773 tons of high ex=
plosive and 4,106 tons of incendiaries against Cologns on 9 Ootober
1944, 4,368 tons of high explosives and 3,8(6 tons of incendiaries
against Hamburg on 7 August 1943, and 3,476 tons of high explosives
and 3,814 tons of incendiaries ageinst Frenkfuri-em-Main om 24 Marech
1944.% |

tm’ m.

38, In its 14 Pebruary daylight precision attacks on the
Dresden Marshalling Yards, the Eighth Air Foroe emplayed 316 Leavy
bombers on the 14th for & tonnage of 487.7 tons of high explosives
and 294.3 tons of incendisries, s combined tonmage of 782 tons, snd
nxuatmmuremxtmwmmvw.m
465.6 tons of high explosives (no incendiaries)--a total of 527

E. Same gources, ITables Nos. 4 and S,
4,{. Ses paregreph 23, above.

85. Un LA Bd SWIBY O ) Y T 6 03 ref BOERDIRgZ an Hanburs
United States Strategic Bombing Survey, Area Studiss Division,
Jamuary 1947. 4

" 86, PFire Raids on German Cities,, United States Strategic Bombing

Snrny, Table No. 5.




bombers and 1247.6 tons in the two days operetions.®’ In an eteck ea
reilvay stations in Berlin en 26 Pelruary 1945 the Eighth Air Foroe
emplayed 1087 heavy bombers for a total tommsge of 2778 tens, and in

an sttack on ths Nurnberg Marshalling Yards em 21 February 1945 the
Eighth exployed 1198 heavy bombers for & tetal tomnage of 2868.8 tems.28
Aralysis of the Eighth Air Farce's operstiomal missions indicates, in
fact, mtmmudmatuéhutbmﬁmmug!uda
s relatively smll as compared vith many scores of precision attacks
h\hichitqqullmtmoo!nd-lu.”

K.

39. The Allied bombings of Dresden on 14~15 Pelwruary 1945

~ were one of many major air actions undertaken to bring about the defeat
of Germany by & combination of Allied air eperations, of Allied ground
operations against Germany from the west, and Russian operetions
against Gerzeny from the east. No singls action, vhether by land,

sea, or air, could of itself bring about the defeat of Germany. Each

specific aotion, through whatever medium or by whatever force, wa——
if successful-—an action that contributed to ultimate victary. The
Allied bombings of Jresden were by no meens either the largest or the

most izporiant air actions that were spesific contributions to the




defest of Germany. Nevertheless, the of Dresien was by ite
design snd the degree of success achisved & highly signifioant air
action.

40. The mjor significance of the Dresden bombings lay in
the faot that they were among several immsdiate and highly sucoessful
air sctions made in response to the specific Bussisa request, given
by General Antonov at the ARGONAUT Conference, less than two weeks
earlier, for Allied air support of the Russian offensive on the Eagtern
Front. Had the German commmications centers hldhgfto that front——
anong which Dreaden was uniquely important~—not been sucosssfully
attacked by Alllsd stretegis air farces, thare oas be 1ittle doubt
that the courss of the European war might have been considerably pro=-
longed. ™ At the time of the Dresien bombings, Marsbel Koniev's
eraies wore less than seventy mlles ezst of Dresden and by virtue
of their extended positions highly vulnersble to Germen counterattack,
provided the Germsns could pass reinforcesents through Dresien. 2
With commmnications through Dresden made impossitle as s consequence
of the Allied bambings, the Ruseian salient in tist area was rendered
safe throughout the ensuing months of the nr.92

4l. Q€ secondary significance, but by no means megligitle,
was the destruction or disruption of Dresden's manufacturing activitdes,

9. See Memorendum for the Secretary of War, by G.C. Marshall, 6 March
1945, Supporting Document Noe. 4.

9l. See Map No. II.
92, See Meps III-V,




oritically short reilway rolling stock and operating facilities.
Again, the death and destrustion inflioted on the largest Germmn oity

that had not before undergone large-scals bombing wvas almost certainly
a mjor cantribution to the fimslweekeningef the will of the Germen

poople to resist. While the Amerioans, happily, cannot and weuld mot
clain credit for this aspect of the Dresden bombings, the faot re-
mins that the RAF ares reld on the city was the last of the instances
during World Wer II in Burope when the shock effects of ares bombing
resulted in nearly total demoralisation of aputomqyci_ty.” |
42+ The ultimte signifioance of the Dresdea bombings in
terms of the strategio objectives that underlay the attack and were
of mitual izpartence o the Allies and the Russians 1s evideat in
statements buaring on the last phese of opereticns that were designed
to bring about the final defeati of Germany. On 28 March 195, in a
personal message to Mershal Stalin, Gensrel Eisenhower, outlissd his
plans for total defest of the Germen ground forces in tas west and
stated that his final task would be te divide the enemy's farces *by

%  The best axis on which to effect

Joining hands with your forces.®
the junction of forces, General Zisenhower stated, would be a line
through Erfurt-Leipsig-Dresden.” @n 1 April Marshal Stalin replied

to Gensrel Eisenhowers "Xour plan of dividing the German forces by

93. Qver-All Report (Eurcpesp), United States Stretegic Bambing

Survey, pe The
94+ SHAEF Message 18261.. 28 :tirch 1%45 (TQP SECRET). See Supporting

Document No. 45.

95. Same Source.
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means of the wicn of Soviet araies vith your armies complately falls
in with the plan of the Soviet High Command. I also agree that the
place of the junction of your and the Sovist Armies should be in the
ares of Erfurt-Leipsig=Dresden.'”® Less than four weeks later, on 27
April, Amsrican and Russisn forces joimed at Torgau, on the Elbe
river near Leipaig, and Hitler's Cermany had beem cut in twc.97
Eleven days later, on V-E Day (8 Msy 1945), in the final allitary
action in the war against Germany, !arshal Konisv's armies entered
and captured Dresden. The war in Kurope was over.™
III. CACLUSIH |
| 43. The foregoing histarical amalysis establishes the fol-
lowving definitive answers to the recwrring questions (paragreph 2,
above) concerming thié February 1345 bonbings of Dresden by Allied
-t.rltagi'c air forces:
8. Drudcn wag & legitimate military target.
b. Surategis objectives, of mitusl impartance to the
Allies and the Russiens, underlay the bambings of Dresden.
ce 1he Russians recﬁnntod that the m'esdlnvarea be
bombed by Allied air forces.
de The Supremc Allied Commander, his Depuly Suprerze
Commender, and the key British and American operetional air sutiorities
recormended and ordered the bombing of Dresden.

96, Telegram from Marshal I. Stalin to Generel Eisenhower, 1 April
1945 (TOP SECRET). See Supporting Document No. 4b.

97. Devid Merley,

anm Eml LM’ Ldﬂ m, : "
9. Fects on File Jearbogk 19435, New York, 1945, p. 142.
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e. The Russians wvere otﬁcmll,y inforned by the Allies
sancerning the intended date of and the fmaytobe camitted to
the boabing of Dresden. |
f. The RAF Bonber Comemand ecployed 772 heavy bambers,
1477.7 tons of high explosive and 1191.6 tons of incondiary banbs, and
American Eighth Air Force exmplayed a total of 527 heavy bombers, 953.3
tons of high explosive and 234.3 tons of incendlary bombs, in the
14=15 Pebruary boabings of Dreaden.
g The specific target objectives in the Dresden bomb-
ings were, for the RAP Bouber Commni, the Dresdsn city area, includ-
ing industrial plants, commnications, mliitary installations, and,
for the American Eighth Air Force, the Dresien Marshelling Yards and
rallwvey facilities.

h. The izmediate and actual consequences of the Dresden
bombings were destruction or severs damegs to at least 23 per cent
of the city's industrial bulldings; severe dazage to &t least 5€ per
cent of the city's non-industrial buildings (exclusive of dwellings);
destruction or sesere damage to at least 50 percent of the residential
unite in the city, &nd at least some dazeze to 20 per cent of the
cliy's dwellingsy the total disruption of the city as a nﬁjor coxuni-
cations centar, in consequence of destruction eni Gauege inflicted on
its railvay facilities; and death to probably 25,000 persons anc
serious injury to prouvably 30,000 others, virtually all of thess
cagualties being the resuit of the RAF area reid.

1. The Dresden bombings were in no way & deviation
froa established bambing policies set farth in official bombing

directives. —
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Jo The specific forees and Nowlm&htb. Oresden
bombings were hb‘pmvimmtmlmwomlqodbm
Allies in other serial attacks on compareble targets in Germany.

k. The Dresden bombings achieved the stretegic objeo~
tives that underlay the atiack and wers of matual importence o the
Allies and the Russians.
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leipsig
Essen
Dresden
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Allied Aerial Bombard:ents of the Seven Largest German Cities!

po%uonamyz American rgn_n_._g British ﬁ»r_n_tg Total roznm_n_g

1,129,000

m.coo
707,000
667 5000
642,000

1?.101;.6 22.583

11,4704 7,858

10,211.2 31.,712
5,“0.1& .2“
1,598.0 36,420
L,Lla.2 2 ,659.3

l. For American bomb tonnages,

hth Air Force Target Sumaary, Period 17
August 1942 Thru 8 May 1945, and & nth AMr Force sombing Operations
é z—ﬁﬁg :or Eﬁsa bDomb tonnages, war Coxzmand
ationsg 9"19‘3 .

Munich, 19L9, p. 19.

39,687 6
27,110.9
Lk,923.2
11,6164
37,936.0
7,100,5

This last item is Suuvorting Document Hoe 2A.
on statisties, 3tatistisches Handbuch von Deutschlands 1926819L),
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Statistics of RAYr Bomber Command frem Allled Air Attacks in Dresden ("°C7T)
RAP Bomber Command Atteck 3tatisties (92CR:T)

Interpretation Report No. K. 4171 (CCIFIZINTIAL)

- Nemorandur, Conversation Harrizan and Stalin, 1¢ Tecember 1944 (7CP 72C=37)

dosseage, “HAEP 1659 WARX=82070, 25 Docembor 1944 (10" SECRIT)
Message, WIAFF "ARX-82144, 26 December 1544 (TCP 29CT5T)
Memorandwm, Conference with Stalin, 15 January 1945 (TP s7CR:T)
Mossage 22378, U. S. ¥ilitary l'ission .oscow, 16 Januery 1545 (TCP <. )
Je1.Ce (45) 31 (0) (Revised Pinal), 25 Jenuary 1945 (CCEPIDINTIAL)
Item from same so.roe (CGNFIDINTIAL) '
kossage, STATF 3C: OUT 4028 1274A, 31 January 184o (S:CRST)
ARGONAUY Conference MinuteSeesssed February 1945 (10N S<CRST)
Lossage, Air Mdnistry N3N 207, 8 FPebruary 1945 (TCP SiCR:T)
lessage, TASF SQU IN 5187, 14 Jrouary 1945 (TIP S3C73T)

Direetive Wo. 3, Strategic Air Forces in Rurcpe, 12 Jenuary 1945 {ror 3=Cu 7)
Lessage, AROONAL T=(UT=43, 0817392, ¢ February 1945 (0P S3CR:T)
¥essage, Nq USSTAP UA=53861, 7 Pedruary 1945 (TCP 32CR2T)

latter, Gen. Spalding to Gen. Slavia, 8 Febrary 19456 (TCP SECR:T)
Measage, ARGONAUT 122, 10 Pedruary 1945 (T0P SECRST)

latter, %palding to Slavin, 10 Pebruary 194:. (IC> 5.CR37T)

#essage, Aq. LAA? ¥X-45899, 11 February 1245 (SZCRT)

Sane itex as Ho. 17

Latter, Spalding tc “lavirn, 8 February 1345 (TLP SRCT)

Message, Wg. USSTAS TA=64102, 12 Pebruary 1945 (1< ~=CK T)
Letter, Gen. Hill %o Sen. Tlavin, 12 Pedbruary 1945 (TP 72 °7)
Kessage, 8th Air Force ~89437, 13 February 194° (87C=:r)

letter, Lt. Cols .+ V. Anderson to Jea. “lavir, 13 Pobruary 1545 (LF ~537 T
Kesssde, Hq. USSTA™ UAX=€4452, 18 Febdbruary 1343 (35Cn3T) '

US B3, Pire Raids on Germar Cities (R ITRICTED) page 1

The same, page 4

The same, pages 7=8

The same, pages 35, 36, 37

Tha sane, pares 35-40

Air :inistry, Ri. 8, Aroa Attack or _resden (7:C3°7)

Koesing's Contemperary Arc ivas, p. 7054

Der Zwaite "eltikrie; Im Bild -

Tiprelskireh, ‘iistory o the 3Jooand “orld ~ar

‘ar .spartrent sessags (li=CUT-39780, 18 Febrwer; 1845 (IMo- I iT)
<ar Department 'esscgs CU-CUT=39222, 17 February 194> (™07 7iCR.T
“ar .epartment Kssasgs Cu=IN-185€2, 1% Pebruar; 194u (IGF I2CRTT)
¥ar Jepartment Kessaje QM-IN-18745, 18 Pebruary 1825 (TOP SICRST)
Meno for Jecretary of “ar, by uarshall, 6 .arch 1945 (S3CKET)

var Department iossage QU=(UT-35454, 19 February 19456 (PCS S-CR3IT)
SHAE? Message 18264, 28 Xarah 1945 (TOP 3ECRST)

Tele 'ram, 5talin to iisenhower, 1 #pril 1946 (I~ SICR 1)
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