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The chief purpose of thls publicatlon is to distrlbute information on asro-
nautics to the flylng nersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve. Corps, Netional
Guard and others connected w1th aviation.
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NEW METHODS OF'GALCULATIVG ALTITUDE = .

" In the NeWS Letter of October 29th last, a full descriptlon of the altitude

" flight, made on dctober 12th by Captains St, Clalr Streett and.Albert W. Stevens

was given. In this article it was.pointed out that cne of the main purposes of
the flight was ‘to test photograpkic equlpment and to obtain comparison of alti-
tude’ figures &8 .calibrated from the recording barometers by the U.S. Bureau of

" “stahdards and the Federatiocn Aeronautique Internationale methods, and those cal-

culated mathematically. from the photographs taken at the peak of.the .flight.

It WAS further stated, by way- of . e“planatlon of the methed of .measuring altitude
by aerial phutovrenny, that if three or more points on the grourd are shown, the
distances between which, are known,,from accurate ground: survey. data, by measuring
the’ dlstanne of the imege senarutione on: the negative and.knowing the. distance
from the nega ive to the Optlual center of .the lens in:the camera (the focal:

fflength) the provlém .of the léngth of the nerne d_culer dronped from the lens to
“"fthe grounq becomes .a geOmetrle one. of slmtlar triangles, and can be figured in
”;feet or meters to. withln Qne—tenth of one. percent mathematical accuracy.

& comparlson '0f the results obtained through camera calculations$ with those
.obtained from the barograph formla used by statistéciang in. the Bureau of
Standards has been made .and, aCCo“dlnb o tHe.Jeve Letter- Correseondent from:
the Materlel Dleslen erght Fleld Dayton Ohlo,_les AM, Jacobs, the follow-
ing extremelv interestlnn resulus neve been obtained. .The highest altitude .

:Jreadhed accordinz to. the Federltlor Aeronautigue lnternationale calibration,
“was 37,854 feet. Accordxng to the Fureau of Standards, it was 39,606 feet and,

according to the photowranhlc metnod, 39,050 -feet.

In order to obtain accurate calculatlons from the photographlc method; the
Corns of Engineers at Wright Field sent a detacrtment to make six closed traverses
aggregating 188,987 .92 feéet in length of the area of ground photographed by the

 highest-shots of the camera. ~Captain Stevens writes as follows:

"These traverses were run with transit and tape and had aun average errcr of
closure of omne part in 10,700. ZFollowing this survey, the altitude was calculat-
ed by four different methods, as a revult of wnlch one photogreph shows an alti-
tude of 37,920 feet above ground, e§ 38,890 feet above sea level, and a photor
graph made several mimtes later in flight, shows an altitude of 38,080 feet.
above the grcund or 39,080 feet above sea level. The ground elevation of 970
feet was determined from the records of survey of the C. C ¢. and St. L. Railroad
which passes Rushville, Indiana (the point of landing). It is believed that
these values for elevation, as determined through weeks of careful calculatlons,
ars correct to within forty feet. plus. or mimus.

It will be observed that the figare of 39, 050 feet is much higher than the
figume of 37,854 feet ebta1ned from the. Federation Aeronautique Internationale
tables, for a barometer pressure . of 152 -mm. of mercury, A conclusion may be::
drawn that the F.A.I. tables are off about three. percent. and too . low for this
altitude. "It 1s also of interest to note that the Buream of Standards.have. com-
puted, ‘from the tables of the Fational Advisory Committee for:heronautics, and

“using table of temperatures ebtalued on.the flight, that the elevation by bato-

meter was 39,606 feet. Again assuring that the comera method is the most accu-
rate. ‘the N.A C. A formula s auarox1matelv one. and one~half percent off and

too high o

) ' The methods of calculation used by the Corps of Engineers are. four' The
purely mathematical method requires twelve hours! computation for a sisgle photo-
graph; the Bagley method requires four hours; the pyramld graphical method re-
quires four hours; and a secoad matheratical method requires eight hours. The
results by the four methods check within fifty feet end average of the values
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The News Letter of Getober 29th gave the Very interestlng story told by
~ Captain Stevensrof~the notuble flight made by Captain Streett and himself on
" October 10th, when the altitude rcached was just 564 feet' shy. of matching the
‘world's . record of 38,418 feet made singly by Lieut. C.C. Chawpion, U.S. Navy.

' Cantain Stleett's version of their great adventure was contained in an
_an article by Miss Nell Ray Clarke which appeareéd in a recent issue of the
Philadelphia Publié Iedger, and is given below, as follows:

"After having reached 26,000 feet on the climb both the throttle contrcls
and the supercharg er controls were in the extreme forward position, indicating
that the engine was delivering its greatest amount of horsepower at that time.
From 26,000 feet until the nlane had reached its ceiling - 40,200 feet indicated

altitude - these controls remained in the same position. The plane was in very
"-:-cold atmosphere for about forty mimtes at the top of the climb. This condition

was sufficient to shrink the metal parts of the throttle and supercharged con-
- trols to such an extent that they could not be moved manually.

- This was quite a surprise and it was not until after we had reached the
ground that the solution of the phenomenon dawned upon us. Being up about
33,000 feet above sea level, however, and not being able to shut your englne off

is rather a peculiar position to be in,
' I must have worked for twenty minutes interﬂittently to pull back the
throttle and supercharger control with absolutely no luck, although I had bent
the supercharger control out of shape trying to reduce the engine speed,

We succeeded at last in forcing the plane by diving down to about 34,000
feet, but when we had reached that altitude our indicated seeds were pretty
high and a dive sufficient to overcome the climbing tendency of the airplane at
that altitude was dangerous because of the stresses which it induced in the air-
plane. In other words, we weren't sure that our wings would stay with us if we
dove rmmch in excess of 115 miles per hour because of the very light construction
of the plane.

We were afraid to cut our switches, which would have been the only way of
cutting the engine off, for fear the water in the radiator and water jackets
would freeze because of the intense cold, and it would have been dangerous to
have cut the switches and turned them on again intermittently because of the
gasoline which would have been pumped through the supercharger and exhaust mani-
fold, probably causing fire..

Shortly after we succeeded in getting the supercharger off and the
throttle reduced, we ran out of gas and the engine began to pop and spit, but
fortunately we were able to reduce our altitude suffic1ently in the short
period that the engine did function after it began to spit, to et -dome-doy,
enough to preclude the possibility of freezing the water in the radiator and
water Jjackets.

At about 34,000 feet on the way down I lifted my goggles sufficiently to
ook around, and found that we were between Richmond, Ind, and Indianapolis.
About that time the engine began to quit, so that we abandoned all hope of
getting back to Dayton, a distance of approximately seventy miles."

~—--000~=-

COLOMBIAN FLYER LANDS IN PANAMA

Lieut. Benjamin Mendez, the Colombian Good~-Will Flyer, arrived at France
Field, Panama Canal Zone, on December lst. He had an accident in landirh his
Curtiss "Falcon" Seaplane, the "Recaurte", one of the struts on the pontoon
giving way and causing him to crash., His plane was practically wrecked. The
plane was towed to shore and taken out of the water irmediately. Crews of the
Panama Air Depot started that night to tear the plane and motor down and get

" them overhauled and repaired so that Lieut. Mendez could continue his flight to
his home station at Bogota, Colombia, without delay.

Receptions were held in honor of Lieut. Mendez in the Republic of Panama
by the Panamanian officials; in the Canal Zone by the Panama Canal officials,
‘and at France Field by the Alr Corps and, from all indications, he enjoyed him-
self very much.

=m0~

PITOTING SKILL AVERTS SERIQUS ACCIDENT
Lieut. Oscar P, Hebert, pilot, and Staff Sergeant J. H. Peters, Crew Chief,

both of the 96th Bombardment Squadron, were engaged in a flight, "climbing to
: — V-5856, A.C.
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servica celling- withiuleilibmloa.dming a2 Gw@ound irmy borb .M

: ~While near Fort Bustis, Va., and after reaching an altitude of 3,500 feet,
the left vertical fin and rudder tore away and hung for a mimute or so thrashing
against the elevator. Immediately Sergeant Peters released the 2,000-pound bomb
and Lieut. Hebert, finding it impossible to control the plane properly with the
‘rudder hanging over the elevator was about to part company with the plane and
he and Sgt. Peters take to their parachutes. Just in time the vertical fin and
rudder tore completely away and fell free, Lieut. Hebert and Sergeant Peters
then decided to stick with the ship. Displaying conslderable skill and judgment,
. Lieut. Hebert flew his plane about 18 miles with the use of only one rudder,
landlng safely at Langley Field.

' =i 000

TARG»T GLIDER EXPERIMENTS AT WRIGHT FIELD
By A.M. Jacobs

Captain Carl Greeme recently acted as observer for Major Gerald E. Brower
in a series of flight tests with the target glider and came down declaring that
he wouldn't be surprised if Major Brower soon had the thing so docile as to be
able to lahd it at any given point on the speed course from any altitude. The
inspiration for such extravagance was the three flights he had just witnsssed in
which the glider after release had behaved exactly as #he Major had foreordained.

- The target glider, it will be remembered, is a twelve-foot high-wing mono-
_plane of box-spar construction, carried on the upper wing of a full-sized air-
plane from which it is released, becoming as it f ats eut into the air, a
target for aerial gunnqry or anti-aircraft nractiee. By bending the elevator
and tab to certain settings, various angles of descent may be predetermineds

On the aforementioned flight, Major Brower had made the setting for smooth
steady flight, and a smpoth steady flight had followed until it drifted gently ;
to earth, Next he set it for diving and zooming for 2,000 feet from a 3,000 ft.
altitude. It obeyed. But the third demonstration was the one which took
Captaln Greene's breath. In order to make the glider suitable for naval anti-
~aircraft practice, Major Brower had padded it with kanok to keep it afloat. He
made the setting for a stall and a dive from BOO feet. Flying at this altitude,
he and Captain Greene proceeded to a small lake about 30C:yards wide, situated
near Wright Field. At the proner moment he released the glider, which with
three oscillations lancded squarely in the middle of the water. The floatation
feature was successful, as 1t was still atop when several homrs later they went
to haul it out. ‘

This glider has proved quite durable, having made more than flfty landings
without damage. Major Brower is now developing a metal wing to replace the pres-
ent wood structure. It is believed this will hetter retain rigidity than the
present type, which becomes "floppy" after mme¢rous landings and cannot be set
set quite so accurately.

B e 0] T

LIZUT, BERTRANDIAS FLIES AUTOGING IN PARIS

_ Lieut. Victor E. Bertrandias, Air Corps, ‘wmagt 2 recent visitor at the
Materiel Division, Wright Field, stopning on %is way to California, where he is
District Manager in charge of Productlon at the Douglas Company's aircraft plant
at Santa Monica.

- Lieut. Bertrandias Just returned from 8 aix weeks' trip to Europe, where he
had the unique experience of flying the Cierwva Autogiro at the IeBourget Airdrome
near Paris. He said that the new type plane handled well and possessed highly
interesting possibilities., General Gillmore g&w the Autogiro when he was at
Le Bourget, and since his return has written its inventor, Cierva, regarding the
possibility of having ane sent to this country and to Wright Field for experi-~
mental purposes. If negotiations are successfully completed, no doubt many other
flying officers will have the ovﬁortunity ot trying out the new and uncenvention-
al helicopter in the air.

-—=000~~~ ‘
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TWO MORE MEMBEBS ADIED TO GATER?ILLAR CLUB

If. every candidate fo. edmissibn,%o membersﬁip ln tha bahenpillar crub was
subgected Yo a regiular Tattiatibn’ eeremony, 1t could’be said that 110 persons had
at one-time or another beeh asbride of that 1nvisible an&mal in fraternal circles
_generally. alluded to as the "Goat U8 Bht the Caterpillar Club itself is an in-
visible organization’” - Tt has o’ officers“ no meetings are heldq there are no
dues to pay, and no»inducements are offeped to 501n it. As a. matter of fact,
voluntarlly. Those who are members’ 301ned.through absolute necessity. Fate
slapped them on the back and peremptorily ordered them to do so. To«have refused
would have meant certain death.

The Caterpillar Club is merely a name, but what a meaning that name tas! It
would really be a fine thing if the Caterpillar Club were made a real live organ-
ization, with officers, constitution and by-laws, regular meetings, membership
dues, etc. For the head of the Order it would seem that Colonel Charles 4.
Lindbergh would be the logical choice, since he is a 4th degree member. The
various members of the Club, however, are scattered far and wide over the droad
expanse’ of ‘this country, and the proposition is not prastical. It is possible
that the’ Glub could be conducted through corréspondence, but who is going to os-

~\\€ote the time and effort to 1earn the whereabouts of the various members and or~

anize the Club along the proper lines?
> In the previous issue of" the News Letter the official score of the ‘
Caterpillar Club stood at 108 lives saved and 114 emergency jumps made, six
‘being repeaters. Since then two more members Joined the fold in the persons of
Flying Cadet Richard I. Dugan and Air Mail Pilot J. Ordway Webster,

A check of the membership of the Caterpillar. Club discloses the fact that

J through the medium of the paradhute two lives were saved in 1919, one in 1920,

&wo in 1922, ten in 1924, twelve in 1925, twelve in 1926, thirty-five in 1927,
and'thirty—31x in the year just ended, making a total of 110, -

' Of the 110 lives saved, 65 were Air Corps personnel, viz: 37 Regular offi-
cers, 6 Reserve officers, 12 Flying Cadets and 10 enlisted men. Of the remainin,
45 members of the Caterpillar Club, one at the time of his jump was an officer
of the Signal Corps, U.S. Army; 5 were National Guard officers:; 13 werse Navy and
5 Marine Corps personnel, and 21 were civilians.

~——" Reports were recently received giving accounts of the emergency parachute
Jumps of Cadet Dagan, Lieuts. Robert L. Schoenlein and Wm. H. Doolittle, and
Civilian Test Pilot James Collins, and these are hereinafter qaoted as follows:
RICHARD I. DUGAN, Flying Cadet, Air. Corps, ‘was practlcing acrobatics in the
vicinity of Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, on November 22,
1928, He attempted to perform what is: coramonly known as an "outside spin" by

means of the following maneuvers: - .
Starting from a fast dive at an altltude of 4500 feet he pulled up into

‘a loop, and when he had reached a position on his back put the slip into a stall .

by pushing forward on the stick. "In this posltlon," Cadet Dugan stated, "I
kicked right rudder and pulled the stick bacit and to the right. Immediately the
ship fell off into a slowly turning inverted spin which after about one turn
tightened up and began to spin very fast. Allow1ng the spin to contime for a
turn, I attempted to bring it out by putting on opnosite rudder and neutralizing
the stick. The controls seemed to have-no effect and the ship continued to spin
at a high rate of speed except for a slight slackening twice after which it :
whipped into the mansuver again. I knew I had utafued with sufficient altitudy
to bring the ship out of the spin with plenty of room had I succeeded’ in accornt
nlishing it even afier it had spun several times, but wheh the controls failee ;
to resmond contimally and I had completed what I estimate as six or seven turng:
at least, I decided to leave the ship, thinking I was getting very close to the
ground. I reached with my left hand, took. the heavy rubbsr band which acts s
a safety off the buckle and pulled the buckle open, I Wus -immediately throws
out of the plane due to the- tlgntness with which the spin was throwing me aghinSt
the belt

* Wi rémember nothing then except Iunting for the rip cord which I fcund very
easily,” The chute opened and I landed about 100 feet from where the plane crash-

ed. I was not in a position to observe.the altitude from which I left the sh;p,

but I imagined it to be close to a thousand feet. MAfter my chute opened and | I
was”ifl a position to observe the ship, I saw it in a straight dive dlrectly
-4~ V-5856, A:C.
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below me. It hit the ground in this msnner. "

r

Observers on the ground stated that after the pilbt loeft the plane it made
one more furn in the spin, then straightened out and came down in a straoght nnse
dive, .dteshing 4nto. the ground and being completely demolished. .

..Lieuts, Doolittle and Schoenlein, piloting P-3A Pursuit planes over
Seltridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., on the afternoon of December 11, 1928,
codkided. The controls of both planes were rendered ingperative and thﬁ pllots
resorted to their parachutes to reach the ground safely.

LIEUT WILLIAM H., DOGLITTLE stated that after the collision the aircraft was out
of control, as the tail surfaces had been completely

cut off. The ship whipped into a dive at an approximate speed of 130 miles pet

hour. Pulling the safety belt, he was thrown clear of the plane. ' N

"I was leading a three ship flight in an inverted position," Lleut.
Doolittle stated, "the two wing ships were upright. I signalled my intention to
half-roll back to the upright position. As the ship arrived at the normal posi-
tion the crash occurred. I glanced quickly to the right and saw the other ship
very close. At this time my ship whipped forward inte a dive and spin.

' The only reaction was to immediately look for the parachute of the other
pilot. After that there was an intense quletness and feeling of not moving
towards the grourd. The only ill effects were slightly bruised shoulders and
8tiff neck, probably caused by the chute opening with a jerk."

LIEYT. ROBERT L. SCHOENLEIN stated that at the time of the jump the position of .

the aircraft was a very fast and flat spin. "In
leaving the aircraft," Lieut. Schoenlein stated, "my feet were pulled well back,
and phshing up while pulling from the top of the cockpit by hand, and repeating
this a number of times, I finally gained a hold on the edge of the windshield,
which gave me sufficient leverage to get my head, shoulders and chest above thq
upper edge of the cockpit. Then I took hold of the rip cord and rolled-over the
edge of the cockpit on my stomach,

‘The cause for the jump was that there was no response to the controls after
the crash, when the shin was turnlng in a large clrcle and then a fast and flat
spin.
T My feellngs and reactions during the jump and while attemptlng to get into
position to jump are mumerous, and an account of same is not 100% accurate. Upen
concluding that the ship was beyond control , my next thought was to get out. This
fact was amplified many times when the flav~3p1n plus the stiff leather flying
suit rendered freedom of physical movement nearly impossible. The latter was
proven by the fact that it took more than 1500 feet of altitude to get out of the
ship. Immediately upon landing I feared the safety of Lieut. Doolittle, but
located him and his parachute sailing down a few hundred yards north, and went
out to meet him. This was a great relief.

A number of small bruises were sustained from the jump, some being from the
landing on the ground and others are unaccounted for."

JAMES COLLINS, test pilot for the Curtiss Corpany, was flight testing a new air~

plane at Bolling Field, D.C., &n the afternoon of December 3 ,1928,
when his ship failed and he was forced to jump with a parachute while the cxash*
ing plane distributed its wreckage from the cornfzelds around Howard Road,
Anacostia, to the Pennsylvania Avenue Bridge.

" In an interview, Mr. Collins told a Washington "Herald" representative thaf
before he took off for the flight he happened to remember that his chute had nof
been repacked for a long period, so he had this impertant detall attended to.

"I remember thirking at the time," Mr. Collins added, "that after all the
could build a new.airplane, but I doubted that even if it were desirable, the
coul& build a new Jimmy Collins - at least not to my satisfaction.

I took off from the U.S. Naval Air Station at Anacostia at 2:30 p. m. on ﬁ
demonstration test flight for the Navy. The ship went beautifully through ths

relimlnarjes of sharp turns, climbing turms, true immelmanus, loops, short ver—

. ical dives, and so forth. 3

‘Phen I climbed to 11,500 feet to do an 8,000-foot vertical dive. I pulled
the ship over the top of a loop and then held it werticsl with engine wide opes.

After getting straightened around in the dive I glanced at the altimeter and
watched it for & few seconds. At what I recall to have been about 7,000 feet I
cautiously began to ease out of the dive. ‘ /

Suddenly everything gave way with a crashing and rending, and I received g’
violent blow on the left temple. The blow mist have dazed me .because the nexf .
thing I clearly remember is finding myself blindly struggling to get out of the

- ship without first having unloosened my belt. I repeat that I must have been

g -5 V-5856, A.C.



dazed during the interval between the blow on the temple and my discovery of my- ;
self making this ludicrous attempt to get out .of the ship, because official Navy 1
observers on the ground report that I fell at least several thousand feet with §
the shlp after it first failed and before they finally saw me leave the fuse-

lage, and I am quite sure it did not take me all that time to do the few things ;
I clearly remember doing between making this hurmrous discevery of myself and 5\
finally getting clear of the ship. RN
v The first thing I did was to carefully lock at the belt clasp and'undo it.
Next, I.looked at the rip-cord ring and placed my hand on it - sort of mentally
locating it. For no good reason except that I happened to look that way first,

I then looked over the right side of the cockpit and saw it was clear except

for & few trailing wires. Then I used both hands and feet to raise myself out
of the cockpit, put my right foot on the right side of the leather binding on
the cockpit edge, and leaped head foremost as hard as I could clear of the
plane and trailing wires, I leaped out without having my hand on the rip cord
ring, feeling sure that having located it once before I jumped I could certain-
ly loéate 1t again when I wanted to., After getting clear of the ship, the

first thing I did was to look for the falling wreck to determime if it was
golng to fall on me:. I saw it only once and have but a hazy recollection af it,
‘I walted just a little longer after that glance of the wreck to make sure it
would clear me when I opened my clute. Then I carefully looked at the rip eard
ring, placed my right hand en it, and pulled hard. The chute seemed to open
almost immediately, and rmst have caught me upside down because the resulting
Jerk turned me end for end before it left me swinging quite nicely in the
harness.

' Just after the chute opened I heard a loud crash, which I knew to be the
ship hitting the ground. I did not see it, I had not ceen it since that one
glimpse of it right arter leaving it, and I did not see it ‘again until they
brought it in on a truck. ‘

Just after the chute's opening and my hearing the wreck hit, I looked down
and discovered rather to my amazement that I was not very high, Spectators say
that I had fallen clear about 1,500 or 2,000 feet before the clute opened. After
the chute had opened and I had looked down, I was concerned about where I was

- going to land. I thought I was dropping in a grove of trees, so I slipped my

'~ chute away from them teward a plowed area beside them. I hit in the middle of L
the plowed area, relaxing as I hit, and did not feel even any noticeable jar,

~ I spilled the chute by pulling in on the bottom risers. I located the rip cord
ring and was busy folding the chute when the ambulance reached me. It took me
to the hospital and treated me for nothing worse than a black eye and nsrve
gshock,"

Collins is nearly 25 years old, and studied av1at10n with Colonel Lindbergh
both at the Air Corps Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, San Antonio and at
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field.

"In combat formation with Lindbergh," he said,"I saw him make his first
Jump as a result of his collision with another member of the formation. That
was early in 1925,"

{

!

)
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After serving with the First Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, . {

e el

Mich., under Major Thomas G Lanphier, Collins went back to Brooks Field as an
instructer. He instructed also at March Field, Riverside, Calif., and then yo-
signed from the Army to serve with the Department of Commerce in branches of
‘aviation inspection in New York territory.

J. ORDWAY WEBSTER, Air Mail Pilot for the Natiomal Air Transport, ran into a
heavy fog in the vicinity of Thompsonville, Conn., just after
dusk on the evening of December 17, 1928: It is reported that Pilot Webster
Jumped from an altitude of about 6,200 feet, his nlane at that time being out of
fuel. He landed without a scratch near Suffield, Conn., the plane circling on

thereafter for about two miles, grazing the roefs of houses in North Thompsonville :
and then plowing into the ground. : ‘

-—~oOo—-~ ) ‘
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STUZENT TRAINING AT NARCH FIELD ‘ - i

To date the Air Corps Primary Fljing School at March Field, Riverside,Calif.
has graduated two classes of Flying Cadets and two classes are now undergoing in-
struction. The upper class, which began trainlna July lst with 125 students,

~6~ V-5856, 4.C?
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' including three holdumera is now reduced to 72 students after appmwximately six

months! training. This means that 57% of the original class still remains,

- which is the highest averagé maintained yet at this stage of instruction. A few
-of the students in this class, which is now in the DH stage of flylng, are
‘being given flying instruction on the new 02-X in place of the DH. Instructors

in charge of this special training claim that the OB—K is far superior to the
DH{for instructioral purposes.

‘The lower class, which started. training on November lst with 109 students,

is still on the dual and solo stages with only six eliminations thus far.

—-—oOo——-
TRAINING OF THE SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP

The Second Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., started its yearly train-
ing period on November lst with only nine LB-5A Bombers, two O-1l's, two
DH-4M2's and one tri-motored Fokker Transport. The LB-5A's are divided so that
each tactical squadron, the 20th, 49th and 96th, have three planes each, and the

' 0-11's, DH's and the Fokker TranSport are assigned to the 52th Service Squadron.

The great shortage of planes in the Group is due to the fact that eight

o LB—S'S were transferred to Kelly Tield, Texas, for use in the training of stu-
~dent pilots attending the Advanced Flying School. Last June Langley Field
turned its ten Martin RBoumbers over to the same station, TFor this reason it has

been necessary to keep the nine IB-5A's in perfect mechanical condition to
‘enable them to be flown the maximum amount of time. It has been considered a
grave crime to permit a plane to rest on the ground during the hours scheduled
for flying. Three planes must put double time in the air to do the work of six.
Furthermore, this is being done very effectively, but it requires the closest
attention of the mechaniecs and crews on the line.

The types of missions in this period of training comprise camera obscura,
aerial bombing (intermediate altitude), aerial gunnery, both ground and tow
targets and night flying. In addition, a large amount of time was put in by
cross country flights, test flights and general training missions. The tow
target firing has been conducted, using the forward guns in the LB-5SA's, while
the rear guns of the O-1l's have been usecd against the ground targets. In this
connection, it is interesting to note the wimsually high degrece of accuracy
which is possible with the guns on the LB-5A's in couparison with that obtained
with the guns in the 0-11 rear cockpits. Dae to the far greater speed of the
0-11 and its slipstream, it is almest impossible to fire with any degree of
accuracy at ground targets,

R | —

GENERAL GILLMOKE EETURKS FROM EUROPE
By 4. M. Jacoks

"To travel abroad is to find new dslights in our own country," said
General Wm, E. Gillmore upon his recent return to the Materiel Division, Wright

 Field; Dayton, Ohio,. from a thres-montha' sojourn in Europe. During this time
" he and Mrs. Gillmore traveled extensively in France, Italy, Switzerland,Germany

Belgium, Holland and England. The forsign scene, its people, historical asso-
ciations, art and architecture kheld true delight for the travelers, but the
contrasts with modern comfortable living conditions of the United States, the
opportunities for progress possible for even the humblest could never be wholly
absent from the thought,

In the survey of the aeronsutical situation, which was naturally the ,
General's outstanding interest, the comparison was likewise in our favor.{rNb—
where did he find experiment and researech work being carried out on such Earge
proportions, nowhere a laboratory with such advenced equipment as that of
Wright Field. The smaller countries have not been able to afford research
along broad lines and seemed to have tacitly formed the policy of letting the
bigger, richer countries handle research, while they keep abreast in mgpufac-
ture, taking advantage as far as possible of development prosecuted elsewhere.

Is Italy, Moussolini has declared himself in . .favor of vigorous research
policies, insisting, however, that mamfacturing . rights to all material used
must be held by Italy and fabrication carried on within the Italian border.

Germany, thanks to the Versailles Treaty which relieved her of all mili-
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tary equipment and forbade military development, the General declares to be the

ieading country in the world in d¢ommercial aviation. The German people after ?

the war had their revolution, recovered, and got to work in uncommorly short
order. In aviation, they have turned their remmrkabls engineering ingermity tq

excellent advantage.

The General said that @ir-cooled engine development in foreign military
aviation stands about as in the United States. The nations are interested but
have not yet accepted the air-cooled engine as standard militery equipment.
digher-powered. engines for both military and commercial purposes are under de-
velopment everywhere All-metal construction contimues to absorb engineering

interess.

Looking exceptionally fit and refreshed after his vacation, the General A
has brought a fresh infusion of encouragement and enthusiasm to the Materiel

Division workers. It is good to have the "Chief" home again.
¢ =000~

CONSTRUCTION WORK AT MARCH FIELD

With the constructicn program rapidly progressmng, March Field, Rlver31de,
Calif., is beginning to take on the appearance of a real Air Field. It won't
be long now before the big hangars intended for housing bombing planes will be
cluttered up with PT!s, mongrel DH's and "what have you." Officers' quarters
are rapidly nearing completion, and it is expected that in a few months hence
some of the officers will be ordered from their palatial homes in Riverside to
occupy the post quarters. It is thought that this will considerably rclieve
the trafflc congestion at the main gate about 11:15 A M. (Exit only).

- ===000-~-

MAJOR FICKEL LANDS IN DESERT

Major Jacob E. Fickel, Air Corps, Executive Officer of the Materiel Divi-
sion, left Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, the latter part of October for Californis
 for the purpose of a visit of inspection of the Douglas Company's plant and to
ferry back to the Materiel Division the first Douglas 0-2K airplane. According
to the News Letter Correspondent from Wright Field, Major Fickel left Rockwell
- Field for the east, flying solo, on Nbvember 7th, with everything p01nbing

towards a successful journey.

It is a triumph of the flendish forces of the universe, perhaps, that when
‘an airplane engine is"going bad" they usually see that it happens in the heart
of the desert. East of Yuma, Arizona, the Liberty began to sputter. The Major,
who had plenty of altitude, consulted his map and headed for the nearest desig-
nated landing field, which was at Stovall. He made the place nicely, barely out-
distancing his engine, however, for on gliding in the stick went completely /

dead.

The field kasn't highly distinguishable from the rest of the terrain, and

the town itself consisted of a Mexican section-hand's dwelling.

There was nothizn

like a telephone or telegraph office in sight. QResorting to small boy tactlpé tk»
Major thumled himself a ride to Aztec, ten miles away. There he found a much
better landing field than the one at Stovall, but no sign of it on the map. Stepd
for its indication have since been taken. Here also was a telephone. Having
gotten in touch with Rockwell ¥ield, Licut. CGothlin and a mechanic flew to his
aid and, discovering seriously sticking valves, repaired the engine. The trio
hen returned to Rockwell Field, where s new enginc wag installed in Major

Fickel's plane.

Again the Majer started east in the 0-2X, this time enjoying a journey safe

‘ﬂar a, Texag; Dallas, Texas; Muskogee, Okla., and St. Louis, Mo.

~=e000r——

COLONEL GRAHAM THANSFERRED TO THIRD COFPS ARZA

’xand'uninterrup+ed except for the predetermined stops at Lordsburg, New Mexico{

On Novembe

pewdved at Wright Field, delivering the new plane for flight-testing.

Lieut- Col Harry Graham, Commandant of Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, was re-
cently transferred to duty with the Third Corps Area as Air Officer, with head-
quarters at Baltimore, Md. Colonel Graham came to the field in July, 1927, re-
placing Major John F. Curry as Commanding Officer and Chief ef the Administra-

‘tlon Section when the latter was ordered to Langley Field, Va.
-
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ALTITUDE TEST OF BOMB;Q@ ?LANES WITH F¥LL LOAD

.- One of the most'interesting/ghéées of the training nrogram of the 2nd
Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., which was recently initiated, was the
climb to service ceiling with full military load, carrying a 2,000-1b. bomb.

According to the News Letter Correspondent, it mroved quite a task to get
- the bombers to climb efficiently after gaining 6,500 feet. Lieut. Malone of the
96th Borbardment Squadron made §,500 feet in 75 minutes, which was the highest
altitude gained before the bombers were temoorarllv grounded for thel purpose of
re1nforc1né the tail surfaces. i :
‘—no%mm.

BASKETBALL AT MARCH FIELD -
By the News Letter CorresPondent

March Field is represented in the Inland Division of the Southern Californi:
Y.M.C.A., Basketball League by the Flying Cadet Detachment this year under the
superv151on of Lieut. Dixon Allison, Post E. & R. Officer. Thus far the team hat
16st but two games, the first to San Bernardino "Y" - the initial game of the
season - and the second to Orange "Y". These games ended in very close scores -
32-28 and 27-24, respectively:. The Cadets defeated Riverside "Y", Ontario "Y',
San Diego "Y" and Redlands "Y". All these games were won by comfortable scores.

The Cadet team is composed of ex-college stars, such as E.W. Anderson, ex-
captain at Stanford University; Hugh Fite, letter man at West Point; K A. Rogers
-letter man at Stanford; R.W,  Burns, letter man at Wisconsin University; W.A.
Dolan, letter man at Wls@ﬂxdﬁn State Teachers .CGollege; Troup, all-State High
School forward from Kansas, and mumerous other lesser stars from various parts oi
the country. They have displayed a brand of basketball which has completely be-
wildered and smothered their opponents 'in all except the two games lost. (This is
by no means an alibi). In the two losing games, the Cadets were not outplayed
but rather outlucked. - ‘TeédSan Bernardino game was their first of the season and.
they had not yvet perfected their team nlay, and the Orange game caught them off
their stride, stale and after a flfty—ﬂlle drive in the rain, - all of which is
not conducive to playing up a bang-up basketball contest.

A very unfortunate and disagreeable incident has arisen concerning the
Kay-det team, We have on the squad as a substitute guard ¥Tut" Imlay, famous
All-American quarterback of the University of Califorunia, Imlay has played in
all the games except. Redlands and Orange. Mr. Imlay, it mst be remembered, was
a star member of the New York Glants Pro-football team in 1927. San Diego regis-
tered a protest to his playing, and the basketball committee has ruled that all
games that Imlay has played in will be forfeited. That, of course, is very
unfortunate, for we were of the oninion that a man regained his amateur standing
on enlisting in the Army. "All we can do is take the decision-en the chin and
whip the rest of our opponents to a frazzle.

Credit must be given where credit is dae, and it would be unfair not to
mention the work and effort that has beehn exerted by Lieut. W.C. Goldsborough,
coach supreme where basketball is concerned.

..—-—QOO.«@-.—

FORMAL INSPECTION'OE FRANCE FIELD

. Major-General Malin Craig recently msde his anmal inspection of France
Field, Panama Canal Zone. He brought with him a muber of staff officers who
made detailed inspections of all departments while the General and Colonel
Fisher, the Commending Officer of the field,wupe inspecting in a more general
way. The General, at the conclusion of his imspection, spoke to the assembled
officers. Among other things he stated that France Field he had found loyal in
every respect and that there was less trouble with the personnel of this wpost
than with any other post in his Department. Naturally, the France Field offi-
cers were pleased with this,

The News Letter Gorresnondent states that the reports of the staff officers
have not as yet been received, but it is belleved that any "skins" will be of a
minor character.

- | V-5856, A.C.



MOUNTED DUCK HUNIFRS
"By the France Field Correspondent

Have you ever gone Guck hunting on horseback? TWell, you have missed some-
‘hing if you reve not, especially if you can get a small horse like we get down
nere in Panama and you have long legs, Yow %ontimie with the story, I!'1ll tell
you sbout a duck runting party recently where they went Imunting on norses. The
party 'wae .composed of Lieut.-Col. Fisher, Captain Skemp, Lieuts, A.E. and E.D.

- Jones, Dmviddon, Master Sgzt. Incy and Private Ballard, who acted as  camp cook,
The party left France Field in a Bomber on a cross—country flight to Anton.
After a flight of an hour and fifteen minutes, the party landed and was greeted
as per usual by the populace and pitched camp in an adobe house near the com-
mnity well, After a Iasty mesl the party pushed off to hunt ducks or any othrer
game trat could be gagged. The Oolonel drew & small grey male as his mount, and
the other members drew small native ponles. Three mozos were engaged as guides
and some kids were taken along to retrieve the game. Tie first game encountered
was a flock of large doves. Next was a flock of wild pigeons, then came tre.
ducks and, needless to say, the gumners kad all the shooting they could handle
for a few hours. Now, some of the members of this party had not ridden a hay \
turner for several years, and you can imagine how they felt the next day.
The return trip to France Fleld .was made in one of the heaviest rain storms

of the season, and at times it seemed as though the party was rlding in a subw
marine with a porthole open,

- i

Speaking of hunting, the News Letter Correspondent from March Field state:
that this year's hunting season has been a very successful one for the personnﬁ
of the post. Many limits of duck and quail were brought in, and a few deer - |
very few. ©Now that the season is nearing to a close it is expected that tne '
field will begin to functlon normally again,

~=m=000m—w
TRANSPORT PLANE TO BE FERRIED TO PANAMA

Ferrying an airplane from the United States to one of its foreign stations
is the latest project to be undertaken by the Army Air Corps.

' A C-2 Army Transport plane, a type similar to the one which was -iloted t,
Lieuts. Maitland and Hegenberger on the historic California to Hawaii Flight,
will be ferried from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, to France Field, Panama Canal
Zone, by Lieuts. George C. McDonald and Dwight J. Canfield, Air Corps, who are
now stationed in Panama. These two officers, who are under orders to proceed '3
Washington to confer on official matters with the Chief of the Air Corps, will
next proceed to Dayton to secure their conveyance for their return journey. Thi -
will be accompanied by Major Paul Bock, Air Corps, who is now on a leave of
absence in the United States. The flight, scheduled to start on Jamuary 8th,
will land at Miami, Florida, the same date, and in Havana, Cuba, the next day.
From Havana the plane will proceed directly to Panama.

‘The Air Corps has for several years; in the interest of economy and speed.
ferried airplanes from the factories to the stations of Continental United Sta
Although Air Corps officers have figured in several flights from the United
States to Panama, this will be the first time a plane has been delivered to an
assigned foreign station by ferry.

~==000-—~

WATCH OUT!,

A new pastime, that of dropping a watch from an airplane to the cold, colf
ground to see if it would contimue to run was recently tried out by an airman ¢
Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, the home airdrome of the 45th Division, Natlonﬂ
Guard Air Service. The.watch was placed in a football and dropped from a ¢
Douglas plane flying at an altitude of 2,000 feet. Despite the cold weathe7,

a large crowd came out to the field that particular Sunday morning to witness
the stunt. It was an excellent dermonstration of time passing swiftly. If was
necessary, of course, to.take time out - of the football ~ and the pilot ghort -
thereafter was wearing the watch on his wrist. It was still ticking along
merrily. .
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STATUS OF-THE FURLOW BILB

O ®In the last issue of the News Letter it as ‘stated that Senate Bi1l 3269,
'providinﬁ for higher rank for Vajor-Generals Hunter Iiggett and Robert L.
Bullard and which was passed by the Senate during the first session of the
L Poth Congress ¥ad been amended in the House of Representatives in the present
session by the inclusionrof the provisions of H.R. 12814 - known as the Furlow
-Bill ~ to increase the efficiency of the Afr Corps ‘and for other purposes, and
fthat the 10Wer house passed the bill in 1ts amended form on December. 174k,
‘On December 19th the amended bill was ‘laid before the Senate by the Tics
" ‘President, whereupon the follow1ng debate ensued: \\
Mr. Cirtis. Mr. President, I ask that the matter may go over until to-
MOTTOW. .

- The Viee President. Wlthout objectlon, it is so ordered.

Mr. King. I wonld like to ask the Senator from Xansas if he will not con-

- sent that the amendments of the House shall go to the aporoPriate committee, e
Committee on Military Affairs,

Mr, Ourtis I understand there will be a motion made which will probably
lead to some discussion, and I think we have arrangements whereby we .can get a
vote on the unfinished bu51ness pretty soon. :

"Mr. LaFollette. It is impossible to hear the Senator from Kansas.

Mr. Curtis. I ask that the House amendments may go over, because we are
trying to reach an agreement to vote on the pending measure, and I think if the;
go over and we may have a little more oonortunlty for dlscussion this afternoon

‘we can reach an agreement. .
Mr. Reed of Pennsylvenia. Mr. President, a n&rllamentary inquiry. If the
- matter goes over, as requested by the Senator from Kansas, when would it be laid
. before the Senate?

The Vice President.. It is a privileged matter, and can be laid before the
Senate at any time. '

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvenia. Then I give notice that at 2 o'clock to-morrow,
or as soon thereafter as I can get recognition, I will ask that the amendments
of the House te laid before the Senate.

Mr. Black. I move that the consideration of the House amendments relating
to promotions in the Air Corps be deferred until the first legislative day after

“the Christmas holidays, I make that motion for this reason: The Senator from
Arkansas (Mr. Robinson) is interested in the bill with reference to the Air Cor
He and I have conferred concerning it many times. I am very frank to state tha*
if this bill comes up tomorrow at 2 o'clock, from the information I have receiv-
ed, the debate concerning it will last until Saturcay night. It is not fair, in
my judgment, that any effort should be made to have the bill disposed of in the
#gbsence of the Senator from Arksnsas. TFor that reason I am delaying the motion.

No one can be delayed; no injury can occur. Conferees could not agree
‘between now and the Christmas holidays, and if the plans go through as devised,
in my judement conferees wonlid never agree. 3But irrespectdve of that, it will
lead to prolenged debate if an effort is made to have the House amendments come

~up in the absence of the Senator from Arkansas, who is interested in the matter.
A-motion for a conference is going to bring up the questlon of 1nstruct1ng the
conferees. .

It may bring up a contest as to vho shall be the conferees. It will cer—
tainly bring up the question as to whether or not the awvendments shall be re-
ferred to the Committee.on Military Affairs for consicerztion in order that the
conferees may be instructed in line with the majority of that committee. There~
fore I make the motion that the consideration of the Eouse amendments be posc~

- poned until the first legislative day after the Christmas holidays.

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, if the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. Robinson) desired that this matter should go over, I would, of course, be
inclined to comply with his request; but b~ has mace ro such request, and I haw
no reason to think that it is his desire that it should go over. Therefore I
make the point of order that the motion of the Senator from Alabama is not now ° .
order,

Mr. Black. Vhy not?

The Vice President. The Chair everrules the point of order. The action o.
the House has been laid before the Senate.

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Then I mske a motion that the Senate dlsagree to
the amendments of the House, that it ask. for a conference, and that the Chair ap-
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point the confcrees on the part of the Senate, In this connection I call atten-
tion to the fact that my motion is privileged and would come up beiore the rmtio*
of the Senator from Alabana. :

Mr. Black. Mr. President, I ask tor a rulinb on that because if the
Chair holds that to be the rule I deasire to submit another motion which is privi-
leged over the motion made by the Senator from Pennsylvania.

The Vice President. The Chair rules that the motion of the Senator from
Pennsylvania has precedence over the motion of the Senator from blabama,

- Mr. Black. Then, Mr. President, I move that the amendments of the House be
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs for consideration.

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. I make the point of order that the motion whicr
I made to refer to a cormittee of conference takes nrecedence over the motion of
the Senator from Alabama.

The Vice President. The motion to refer to a committee of the Senate would
-take precedence over a motion to refer to a committee of conference.

o Mr. ‘Reed of Pennsylvania., But the motion to refer to a committee of con-
ference is a motjon to refer to a joint committee and is orivileged just as rmch
as a motion to refer to the Cormittee on Military Affairs.

The Vice President. The Chair is informed that a motion to refer to a
standing committec takes wrecedence over o motion to refer to a cormittee of
conference. The Chair will state the parliamentary situation. It has been a
matter of some study and this will perhaps save some debate.

The House amendment, under Rule VII, subdivision 7, is a nr1v1lebed matter,
and 'its consideration does not displace but simply suspends action on the un-
finished business. For the purpose of amendment the House amendment is to be
regarded as the original text. It contains several distinct propositions and
may be divided as to same.

The following motions, which are debatable, maj be made, taking nrecedence
in the order named: :

1. To refer same to a committee.

2. To amend same.

3. To disagree and ask confercnce

4., To agree to House amendment.

: Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Mr. Pre51dent a parliamentary inquiry. Does
the Chair hold that the motion of the Senator from Alavama to refer the amend-
ments of the House to the Committee on Mllltary Affalrs is now the pending
question?

The Vice President. That ig correct. It is the pending questlon.

Mr, Reed of Pennsylvanla. I have no objection to the adoption of that
motion., ' ‘

The motion to refer the amendments of the House to the Committee on Military
Affairs was agreed to. ~

On the following day, December 20th, Senator Hiram lingham, of Connecticut,
asked unanimous consent that House 311l 12814 to increase the efficiency-of the
Air Corps (the Furlow 3ill) be referred to the Cormittee on Military Affaits. He
stated that the Furlow 3ill granting a separate promotion list to the Air Corps
had been referred to at various times in the conventions of the American legion
and in the meetings of the National Aeronautic Association; that in view of the
fact that the provisions of the Furlow 3ill came over from the house in the:
shape of an amendment to another vill and, instead of being sent to conference,
was referrel to the Committee on Military Affairs, it seemed only fair that the
‘original Dbill, known a8 the Furlow 3ill, should be sent back to that Committee
also.

Senator, McKellar objected on the ground that the junior Senator from Alabarnr
(M. Jlack)wlg greatly interested in the matter, was absent, and he therefore
hoped that the matter might go over. '

The Presiding Officer accordingly ordcred the bill to go over.

NEWSPAPER COMMENT ON AIR CORPS PROMOTION LILL.

The "New York American," on Decembei 26th, stated - "If there is a sound
argument against the Furlow bill for a separate promotion list for the Army Air
Corps, we have yet to hear it. When all the army world fliers, except one,have
left the service because of the difficulty of winning promotion, when the morale
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" the promotion situation, vhich stateﬂentfanpeared in the prevlcub issue of. the
- News Iettor, goes on to say: C

" . . A i BN . ,' Lo

 of ‘the flying force 1s threatendd, it is tine oractmm.uan shoyld not
‘be considered the ‘Govermment's stop-child.”

A

The'Washington Star", after quoting Colonel Blndberggli statement.regarding

"Colonel Lindberch, who wrote these words, did'not write them as an editor—
ial for the Star. 3ut because they morc adequately express the fundamental
necessity for the creation of a separate promotion list.for.the Army Air Corps -

and it should here be Said that the sare lopic anolles with equal pertinence to

., the Navy -~ The-Star reprints then, and says 'Amen.l

There is nd doubt that the i crale of the Armv Air, Corns has su fered owing

‘to the fact that, ‘under the. ex1st1ng system of promotlon with' aviators on thg
© sanme’ nronotlon 1ist as those in the less hazardous branches of the service. -

there are many flrst lieutenants engoged in actnal flying service who cannot

"Look forward to anvthing but a captalncy or maybe a majority by the time he must

retire, When tlis fact is welhned as against the current inducements of civil

aviation it becomes apparent that from the standpoint of practicality something

mst be done if efiicient officers are to be retained in the Air Corps. When it
is further considered that with but one-twelfth of the total officer personnel
upon its rosters the Army Air Corns furnishes approximately forty percent of the
casualties arong all Army officers in time of peace, and that in a vast majority
of cases when an aviator is killed it is an officéer in the less hazardous
branches who is advanced to take the rank which he held, from the far more im-
portant standnoint of ordinary ju“tice one rmst demand a change,

A b111 nurnoaed to effect this change has passed the House of uenresenta-
tives It will be brought up in the Senate military afialrs commitiee shortly

_.after the holidays. It hould be remorted from that bady with favor and vrompti~

tude and sw1ftly enacted 1nto law by the Scnate and 3re ident,"
-~~oOo——~ '

A Nna.ow "bQUﬁAK" FOR W?IGHT FIELD ELYE?S
3y thb Nows Letter Corresaonuont

That we have not, for all our av1&tion ascendency, conpl&tdiy left thﬁ age
of structural failure behind us was demonstrated recently to Magors C.W, Howard,
G. E. Srower and ‘Lieut. E, T ‘Dichman during a test flight of a now type bormber

at erght Field, A4 pilot new to the Flight Tost ~ranch had reported'unon land-

ing the bomber that saﬂething vas wrong, when the rudder was moved, everything
else in the ship started to move also, h@ said. Some of the more experienced
pilots looked skeptical. It was possible that the new tester was umsed to the
vibration in certain experimental borters which seermed much more shattering in
character than it really was. The insmector had reported nothing serious. The
three officers named above decided they!d check the report in the air.

The bomber climbed hicely to 2,000 fest, Major Zrower piloting, Major
Howard beside him to make observations in the fore mart of the plane, and Lieut.
Dichman in the rear coclpit whefo he eonld observe the action of the structural
members more clesely from the inside, A 2,000 feet, Major Jrower. nfishtailed”
the rudder with true. test vehemence. I»meuiauely it was apnarent that something
was wrong, for the whole airplane gi St@rtﬁ& alarmingly. ~He repeated the per-
formance five or six times to help the observers locate the fault. o

- Suddenly Lieut. Dichman drew attention and with violent motions indicated
that he had found it. He pointed to the left and mnde twisting gestures with
his hands. Major lrower started to fishtail agaln to enatle Dichman to. verify
his findings, whereupon the latter, in the langnage of the. small boy, threw a
fit. . Again sign language groaibi*inf farther rough handling. Major Zrower
whinped the tail into a turn to bring the plane over the’ fiéld, and Dichman, now

_ thorcuﬂhly a@itated almost went wild. Signdlllnv for a swan-like easy turn ‘with

hands that were learning eloqueﬁce and pointln& again to the left longeron, he
made a snapning movement, as if breaklng a stick. ‘

The truth dawned on the two in the front cockpit with sudden calming effect,
Their first instinct was a /lance over thc side to observe altitude and a seck-
ing of the rip cord rint. Jut the wlane was reswonding nicely to the controls
and Major Jrower saw every chance of a safe landing which he prOceeded to accom-
plish with all possibdle care, .~

" On the zround, they loaled upon an upper left longeron in ‘the bomb bay which
~13~ V-5856,4.C.



Lad been fractured. All that rad teen holding trat part of the plane tagether

vas the fabric and cowling strips. Trie fracturs, it was!decided, was due to the
fatigae of the metal as a result of vibration. Trey felt the solid ground bewe
neath their feet with vast relief.

The oreakage hLad escaned detection on the ground because Lidden by the bemk
load which had remeined in the plane throughout all the tests. The ycunger pilct,
80 far as'we knnw, ras rﬁfrained from saying "I told yesu so." ‘

~~~-0C0~—~

ENDURANCE PLANE EQUIPPED AT MIDDLETOWN AIR DEPOT

Under the direction of Captain Estabrook, the installation of all the appa-
ratus was accomplished en the C-1 and C-2 airplanes. The last-ramed plane broke
all existing world's records for duration in an uninterrupted flight 1ast1ng 156
hours, 40 minutes and 15 seconds.

Lieut. Ray Harris was an able assistant and, due to the umsual amount of
work entailed, spent quite a few hours burning the midnight oil before the

' planes were ready to be turned over tn Major Spatz and Captain Eaker. General

Fechet also showed great interest in the refueling endurance flight and visited
the Mlddletown Air Depot to inspect the work being done en the planes.
~==000~=~

NEW INSTRUCTORS AT AIR CORPS FLYING SCHOOLS

Fourteen Air Corps officers are about to change their present jcbs to one
of instructing students how tn fly. Those assigned by Special Orders of the
War Department to duty as Instructors at the ‘Air Corps Training Center at
Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, are as fcllows:

lst Lieut. Lewis A. Tayton, upon completion of duty in Hawaiian Department

1st Lieut. Elmer D. Perrin, upon completion of duty in Philippines.

lst Lieut. Lawrence J. Carr from Selfridge Field, Mich.

lst Lieut. James A. Mollison from ¥ort Sam Houston, Texas.

lst Lieuts. John G. Williams and John F. McBlain from Fort Crockett, Texas.

1lst Lieuts. John X. Cannon, 2nd Iieuts. John E. Bodle, William H.Dcolittle
and Demas T. Craw from Selfridge Field, Mich. '

2nd Lieut. Dale D. Fisher from langley Field, Va. : '

- 2nd Lieutenants Ward J. Davies, Langley Field; Harold F. Brown, (rissy

- Field, and Earl C. Robbins, Fort COrockett, Texas, have been ordered to proceed

to the Air Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas, on temporary duty f=r
the purpose of taking the refresher course in flying training and then proceed
to March Field, Calif., not later than March 1, 1929, for duty as Instructor
at the Air Corps Primary Flying School

=000~

JAPANESE OFFICERS MAKE ENERGENCY JUMPS

If Japan, like the United States, boasééd of an organization such as the
Caterpillar Club, two natives 'of the Land of the Rising Sun would be elig ib;e
for membership thereto. A communication recently received from Major W.B.
Duty, commanding the Philippine Air Depot, Camp Nichols, P.I., reads as follcws:

"I noticed in one of the recent issues of the News Letter that you have’
been informed that two Japanese have joined the (Caterpillar Club, but that %he
Irving Air Chute Company was unable to furnish you the names ef those making the
Jumps. For your information I inform you herewith that I was on duty at the
First Japanese Air Regiment at the time these Jumps were made. Mr. S. Nakac, a
test pilot of the Mitsubishi- Airplane Company, while testing an experimental
pursuit plane in June, 1928, was forced to jump and was saved. On the 26th of
July, 1928, while testing a plane, Lieutenant Ishihara of the First Pursuit
Regiment was forced to jump and was saved. Both ef these pilots used parachutes
made bJ the Irving Air Chute Company." '

—~—oOo———

- During the month of'November the 12th Photo Section, stationed at France
Field, Panama Canal Zone, accomplished the following projects: Mosaic of Fort
Sherman, Canal Zone; Mosaic of Fort Randolph, (anal Zone, and Tri Lens (Camera
mapping in the vicinity of Santiago and‘laguna Lieaguada, Republic of Panama.
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Retirement: 1st Lieut. Solomon L. van Meter,Jr., December 13,1928, for
disability incident to the 8&ervice - rank of Captain.

Promotions: 1st Lieuts. Frederic B. Wieners, Perry Wainer, William S.
Gravely and Harlan W. Holden to Captain. to rank from Nov. 17th, Nov. 30th,
Dec. 13th and Dec. 13th, respectively; and 2nd Lieuts. Richard H, Dean and
Rowland Kieburtz to 1st Lieuts. with rank from Nov. 13th and Nov. 18th, re-

spectively.
~==000~~-=
THE FLIGHT OF THE "QUESTION MARKH
\\ Young 1929 had barely seen the light of day when the Army Air Corps, with

'/ its usual penchant for "doing things" started on a project which culminated’ in

/ an agtounding endurance record. The crew of the "Question Mark" accomplished -

) an uninterrupted cruise in a heavier-than-air craft lasting 6} days. This was

7 .made possible by refueling the plane in the air. While refueling operations -

; Quring flight had been accomplished by the Air Corps several years prior to this

/  remarkable endurance flight of 150 hours, 40 minutes and 15 seconds, the recard
is new and one which at thie stage of aeronautical progress seems to present en
almost insurmountable barrier to those who may seek to eclipse it,

The Secretary of War, the Hon. Dwight F., Davis, made the following state—
ment in connection with the Air Corps! new record*

"The flight is a great thing. It is going to have a very good effect ‘on
aviation in view of the general confidence it will inspire in equipment. !onder-
-ful results have been accomplished in the reliability of motor, planes and .

cessories. Not only is the flight of great value in a military way -but it ‘isg"
also of commercial value. We are very prouft of the resulis obtained, The way
the YQuestion Mark" and the attending planes have been handled, the skill of -
the .crew, and the functioning of the equipment have all combined to make the -
flight a tremendous success. It is an interesting experiment with a good deal
of practicable value to increasing the radius of flight. The flight should also
be of value to the Navy in that it indicates the possibility of refueling from
-atrplane carriers over water."

The Chlef of the Air Corps, Major-General James E. Fechet, stated:

"I am highly elated to learn of the safe landing of the Army endurance
plane "Question Mark", after breaking all records for sustained flight for all
types of aircraft. I extend my heartiest congratulations to the personnel con-
nected with this mission. In the preparation for the flight and throughout
the more than six days that the "Question Mark" has been aloft, all ¢concerned
have devoted themselves to the matter in hand with a zeal which is characterise
tic-of -the Air Corps. I am proud of their accomplishment which I prophesy will
have & far reaching effect in the advancement of aviation, both military and
civil.®

The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, in sending his con-
‘gratulations to the crew of the "Question Mark!, remarked that they had perform-

ed a magnificent piece of work of real value to military and commercial aviation.

In his congratulatory message, the Chief of Staff, Major-General Charles P.
Summerall, stated that the skill demonstrated in the frequent refueling of the
‘ship brings great credit to the participants and to the personnel, training and
equipment of the entire Air Corps.

i~~~ No definite plans for the use of the knowledge gained in this flight have
| been made at present, and none can be made until Major Spatz and his crew return
_to Washington and render their report.

After new engines are installed in the plane which shattered all previous
records for both heavier-than-air and lighter-than-air craft, the crew will fly
it back to Washington, but no attempt will be made to perform any refueling en
route.

The engines used in the endurance flight will be torn down and very care-
fully inspected to determine their actual condition following the severe tes?
which this long grind imposed upon them. The aircraft industry, particularly
thoge engaged in the manufacture of air-cooled engines, are extremely interested
in gscertaining the condition of these engines with a view to remedying whatever
material defects may have developed resulting in the final exhaustion of same,

7 The airplane used on this flight is one gf the regular service type trans-
\ports used in the Army Air Corps - the (-2, converted so that it could be
- 16 ~ V-5856,4.Cs
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refuelled in the air. It is a type similar to the one which was used on the nont
stop flight from California to Honolulu in the Spring of 1927 by Lieuts. Maitland
and Hegenberger of the Air Corps.

As soon as a complete report on this refueling flight is rendered, a study
will be made with & view to determining the type of aircraft construction, type
of engine, crews and other requirements which would make possible flights of
longer duration with less frequent refueling contacts,

It apoears from the preliminary stetement of the surgeons "who ascertained
the physical condition of the crew after landing that flights of much longer
duration can be made without danger of exhausting the crew,

Although the type of plane used on the refueling flight is capable of trav-
eling at a speed in excess of 100 miles an hour, no attempt was made to estab-
lish any speed or distance records. To have done so would have necessitated ,
the crew of the "Question Mark" flying over a measured course both day and night.
It is caleulated that the "Question Mark" flew at an average speed of 75 miles /
an hour.

i The Army pilots who encircled the globe by air in 1924 accomnllshed this
feat in a flying time of slightly over 453 hours, covering a total of 27,553
miles. The crew of the "Question Mark" im exceeding a non-stop flight of 150
hours,. covered an approximate distance of 11,300 miles, considerably more than

a third of the distance around the world,‘or 90 miles less than the distance-
traversed by the World Flyers from Scattle, Washington, to Calcutta, India !
(11,390 miles). Another flight of such duration and at the same average speed, '
-assuming, of course, that nroper refueling contacts are made, would have taken
the crew of the "Question Mark", following the same route as the World Flyers,
from Calcutta, India, to the vicinity of Harrisburg,Pa.

The crew of the "Question Mark" were Major Cerl Spatz, commander; Captain
Ira C. Eaker, Lieuts. Harry A. Halverson, Elwood R, Quesada and Staff Sergeant
- Roy W. Hooe. Among the other personnel connected with this project were Captain
Ross G. Hoyt, pilot of refueling plane No. 1; Lieut. Odzs Moon, Pilot of refuel-
ing plane No. 2; Lieut. Ray G. Harris, engineering officer of the flight; and
Lieut. Arthur I. Ennis, Radio and Cormuniceations. Officer of the Flight. In the
absence of the report on this flight, the nemes of all the personnel who partie-
ipated in this epoch making achievement are not available at this time. It is
hoped to nublish a detailed report on this flight when same is made
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NOTES FROM AIR COBPS‘FIELDS
~==000-=~

Langley Fleld Hhmpton, Va., Nov 23, 1928.

. our thlrteen new officers, five regulars and eight reserves from the last
class at Kelly Field who graduated the 26th of last month, have ‘been reporting
in the past two weeks, much to the pleasure df the persomnel of the Group.: The
following is a' list of those who are now present for duty: 2nd Lieutenants Marion
M. Burnside, Maurice F. Daly and Marion Huggins of the Regular Army, and 2nd
Lieutenants Dean V. Johnson, Donald W. Buckman, Warren Higgins, Howard E. Hall,
. Emery J. Martin, Leland S. Stranathan, Walter R. Agee and Yarry J. Osterman,
Air Corps Resperve. 2nd Lieutenants Ernest G. Schmidt and David M. Hackman, Air
Corps, Regular Army are still on leave. The old officers of the Group extend to
.. these 'officers a warm and héarty welcome. It is expected to give a Group Dance
at -the Hampton Country Club in their honor.

A few days before the new officers started arriving, the Group was unfor-
tunate in losing Lieut. John R. Drum, who was transferred to Kelly Field, Lieut.
A.R. MacConnell transferred to the 58th Service Squadron and Lieut, James F.
Walsh who transferred to the 58th Service Squadron, relieving Lieut. George R.
Geer, hence their loss is more than merely sentimental. However, all must
go some time, and we wish them the best of luck and happy landings always.

It was quite an unusual month for the Group with only one small trip to
.Greenville, S. C.s of three bombers to participate 1n the dedication of a new
airport.

Langley F1e1d Va , December 17, 1028

Wlth no planes of ‘our own to fly except two 0-1lls, one DY-4 M2, one Fokker
Transport, and one PT-1 all belonglng to the 59th Service Squadron, the Air Corps
Tactical School demonstrated its. 8plend1d cooperation by loaning the Group their
plahes all” morning of each flying day. The A;C.T,S. has loaned the Group three
0-1ls and-two AT-5As per squadron. In addition to these, several A-3s are made
available three or four days.a week. With these borrowed planes it has been
‘practically possible to carry on with our regular training except for camers
obscura and aerial bombing. Moreover, this period is giving our pilots excel-
lent opportunity to keep their "hands ‘in" on pursuit, attack and observation
types of planes.

This month the Group has been unfortunate in losing three officers. Lieut.
Willard R. Wolfenbarger was transferred to the 2nd Wing Headquarters, Lieut.
James F. Walsh to the 58th Service Squadron and Lieut. Emile T. Kennedy on DOL
to Sand Point Airdrome, Seattle Wash. The transfer of these three officers,
all of whom have been with the Group for a considerable time, is considered a
great loss.

The Group pictorial history is nearing completion. It is a book of great
gize, 2 feet by 3 feet, with the insignia of each squadron painted on its face.
It will rest on a beautiful mahogany stand, the top supported by two saged off
DH club props, and will be permanently placed in the Group Operation Office.

Unlike the last training period, when the Second Bombardment Group had
twentystwo bombardment planes and pilots well trained on big ships, many diffi-
culties have been experienced during the first training period of this year, .
with only nine ILB-5-A Keystone bombers available for the tactical training of
thirty-six officers, The last and most heart bresking trouble oceurred last
Friday when all our planes were grounded until their vibrating tails can bte
reinforced. This will probably keep the ships on the ground until the middle
of January.

Sen Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, December 14,1928.

On November 22nd, the Depot was visited by a group of twelve student offi-
cers of the present class at the School of Aviation Medicine, Brooks Field, in
charge of Capt. Robert K. Simpson, M.C. The party inspected the various phases
of this Depot!s activities in connection with their course of instruction.

The Annual Survey of War Department Activities and Installations at this
Depot was made by Lieut.~Colonel Joseph F. Barnes, I,G,D., of Headquarters
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FEighth Corps Area, who visited the Depot on/Decenm&r~11t§ and 12th for that
purpose.,

The ‘Bngineering Department of the Depot overhauled and repaired the follow-
ing airplenes and engines during the month of November:- Airplanes: 2 DH-4M-1,
4 DH-4¥-2, 2 DH-4M-2T, 2 02~C, 8 02-H, 1 O2-K, 3 AT-4, 3 PT-1, 2 A-3, 1 COA—l‘

2 C-1-0, Total 30 airplanes: Engines: 6 Liberty, 31 Wright E, 1 Wright J-5,
10 Curtlss D-12, Total, 48 engines,

" The many excellent hunting regions wlthln reasonable reach of this vicinity
combined with the good Ianting weather this year, have attracted many of the
Depot persomnel from time to time this season, who report good bags of deer,
turkey, quail and other game,

Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 18th.

During the month of November numerous visiting planes arrived and departed
from this station.

On November 5th, Col. C.A. Bach, Corps Area Inspector General, arrived at
Mexwell for the annual survey and inspection.

‘General Preston Brown, Commending General of the lst Corps Area, with Lleux
Donald Duke as pilot, stopped over night at Maxwell Field early in November,

November 9th three planes from Maxwell Field, piloted by Lieuts. Jas. . .
Pratt, J.W., Persons and W,H. McArthur, departed from Jackson, Miss., to partici-
pate in the opening of an airport there. On the same day a flight of three
planes, piloted by Lieuts. Frank Byerly, Murray C. Woodbury and Reuben Kyle,

" Jr., left for Greenville, S5.C., to participate in similar exercises.

Assistant Secretary of War Robbins, with Capt. Galloway as pilot, landed
at this station on November 11th, departing the following day for Hot Spring,
Ark.

Assistént Secretary of War F. Trubee Davison, General James Fechet,‘chief
of the Air Corps, Major Jolm Brooks and Lieut, Lester Maitland stopped over
night at Maxwell Field, while en route to the new Attack Wing site. They went
from here to Shreveport, la:. They were traveling in tri-motored Fokker mono-

lanes.
P Another distinguished visitor to Maxwell Field during November was Ool,
Singleton, of Presidio, Cal., who made a short stop here while en route to
Columbus, G&., where he had been called on account of the illness of a relative.
He reached here by train and was ferried the rest of the way by a plane from
Maxwell Field, ,

Major Frank M. Kennedy, from the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps,
visited Maxwell Field, November 16th.

Cept. Ira C. Baker, Pilot and Capt. Watson, passenger, arrived on the lyth
in a tri-motored Fokker plane, departing the following day for New Orleans.
Capts. Eaker and Watson visited Maxwell Field several days on their return trip
to Washington and were the guests of the Commanding Officer.

Lieut. Byerly departed for Dayton, Ohio, in the Transport on Nov. 24th
for the purpose of ferrying metal propellers to Fairfield Air Depot for period-
ical etching. On the same day Lieut. Pratt ferried Col. Peter J, Brady in an -
02~H to New QOrleans, la.

During November, planes from this field participated in Infantry Contact
Missions at Fort Benning, Ga., Maneuvers at Fort Barrancas, Fla. and Tow Target
Missions at Fort Benning, Ga. : ‘

. France Field, Panama Cenal Zone, Dec. 15th ‘

- Recently instructions were rece1wedg?fom the Chief of Materiel Division to
return Liberty engines with four overhauls. In a period of eight days Mr.Sgt,
Baney and a det&ll of nine men, prepared for shipment and shipped one hundred
and forty-four engines.- We think this is fast time in view of the amount of
work required to get these engines ready for shipment,

lst Sgt. William Calvert, 63rd Service Sguadron, left on the December l4th
boat for his new station and lst Sgt. Edward B. Fiedler arrived ta take nis
place.

The Annual Target Practice for the 6th Composite Broup is Just about com-
plete, the 7th Observation Squadron having twa or three mpre officers to f'ire
record practice, So far, Lieut. Canfield is high man with & score of 1002.
Thirteen officers of the 24th Pursuit Squadron fired, and 21l of them qualified
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®s experts, the highest being Lieut. Douglass with a score of 1076.6. The 25th
nmberdment Squadron, with ten officers firing, qualified three experts and five
sterpshooters, . two not qualtfy1ng - Capt.: Simonin headed the pilots! course with
a score of 722.8 and Lieut. Hermon headed the observerst course with a score of -
"472. 'This orgesnization has not completed its bombing practice and, from all
indirstions, will far exceed the scores made last year.
.. lst Lieuts. Ward F. Robinson, Donald F. Fritch and James M FitzMaurioq
‘ Air Corps, arrived at this station for a tour of foreign service and were as-
signed to. the 25th RBomberdment Squedron, 24th Parsuit Squadron and Vth.Observa-
tion Sgumdron, respectively. ;
The latest news is that France Field will soon have the long waited fuqvv
consignment of 12 0-2-H airplanes and a C-2 Transport. T

,.Merch Field, Riverside, Cal., Jan. 1, 1929.

Fifty-fourth School Squedron: During the past month, two officers of this St&.
tion were transferred to Letterman General Hospital, Presidio of San Franciscs,
Cal., for observation and treatment. 1lst Lieut. Kenneth Garrett was transferrq;
to the HbSpltal on November 20th, and lst Lieut. George .E. Rice on Dec. 8th.
-Headquarters, 13th School Group: Chaplain Charles F. Graeser, U.S.Army,
' re301ned from leave of Absence, November 1llth.
o Capt. Idwal H. Edwards, "Air Corps, has been on Detached Serv1ce Crissy
Field, San Francisco, Cal., since November 16, 1928.
'~ The Squadron Basketball league is now in thé final round and, as usual is
being led by the Fiftygthird and Fifty-fourth Squadrons.
 .These two teams are in a tie for first place after hav1ng won the game frdh
" each other, As things stack up now it seems that neither will lose another
~geme until they meet again, and then we will have the 0ld irresistible force
meeting the immovable object. At any rate, a battle royal is expected.
Headquarters and the Seventieth Squadrons are fighting it out for third
place, with Headquarters having an edge on the Seventieth.
" The Forty-seventh Squadron to date has lost all its games, belng very un-
fortunate in not having basket¥all material.  Their team has been more or less
wrecked by the "flu,

Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Dec. 15, 1928. | .

Capt. E.E. Aldrin, who since 1919 has been associated with the Materiel
Division, as organizer, secretary, and assistant commandant of the Air Corps
Engineering School, and more recently as Assistant Executive of the Division,
left on November 12th for New York City, where he is to be manager of the
Aerouautical Pepartment of the Standard 0il Company of New Jersey. His address,
26 Broadway, is fairly pivotal, and Captain Aldrin hopes to see many of his old
Army associates, who find their way to the big city, from time to time.

Lieut. Donald L. Bruner, who was in charge of night flying equipment devel-
opment when formerly at McCook Field, and Lieut. David Lingle, graduate of thc
Engineering School, are slated for return to the Division at the expiration of
their foreign service periods.  Both are expected to report by the new year;

he new quarters of the Materiel Division will be strapge to them, but they will
Find. many familiar faces, which they last saw at.the old stamping ground, to’
#alcome them.

] Lieuxs. James C. Cluck, France Field Panama Canal Zone, -and Hbrbert W
derson, Fort Crockett, Texas will report for duty in the near future at the
teriel Division.

éﬁong the many visitors to come to Wright Field during the latter ?art of
ﬁbvember was Major Georgee Thenault, Air. Attache of the French Embassy, Wash-
ngton, D.C., and former commander of the. Lafayctte hEsuadrille of World War

ame .

| :mddletown, Pa.,Air Depot, January 5, 1929.

The Christmas season wae & rather hectic one at this Depot, and all con-
cerned are rather glad that it comes but once a year, Santa Claus, imperson-
ated by Lieut. Wes Zellner, was located at the main gate under a huge electric~
ally lighted tree. All children under seven years of age of military personnel
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and employees were presented with a gift and -ome fruit, Altogether, 175 pres-
ents were dispensed ®y*hhe jovial Sairnt, and upon completion of the ceremonies
he reported his arms as being quite tired from passing out packages to the glee-
ful children. This Joy was made possible this year by donations from the 0ffi-
cers of the Post, the Air Depot Golf Club and the Welfare Association of the T .

During the month four airplanes (one Observation and three Cargo), also
two Curtiss D-12 motors were given major overhsul in the Engineering Shops.
However, the engine shops also dismantled thirty old Liberty engines which had
been on survey, reclaiming the serviceable parts for stock.

Lieut. Harry H. Mills journeyed to Chicasgo, Ill., on an avproved cross-
country flight, December 4th, returning to Middletown via Fairfield on Dec,lOth,
Col. Ira ¥, Fravel visited the home station over the Christmas holidays
but' was unable to stay for a very lengthy visit due to the fact that he had to

hurry back to Kelly Field on Jan. lst.

Six experimental type lights have been erected on the flying field for the
purpese of a test to be made as to their lighting qualities. At the present
time planes zre being equipped for this test, and a report will be forwarded
to the Chief, Materiel Division, as soon as night flying can be accomplished,

Trom December 20th to the end of the year things were exceptionally dull,
due to the fact that the Commanding Officer had sent a notice to all fields in
the control area stating that a skeleton force only would be on hand until the
first of the year, Part of this skeleton force were busily engaged completing
the annual physical inventory. The Engineering outfit were also busily engaged,,
not in mking airplanes as they should be, but in going over machinery and equip~
ment, end putting new life into worn out machinery, st that the New Year can be
started with everything in tip top shape. Consequently, there was practically
no flying in or out of the field over the holiday period, and no frenzied radios
for parts for rush shipment.

The Middletown "Aviators" Basketball Team has been going strong. Under
the able direction of Capt. Wallace the temm has succeeded in winning five
games oubt of six starts, defeating such strong teems in the vicinity as the
Brownstown "Big Five (two gzmes), The York "White Roses", "St.Mary!'s" quiantette
of McSherrystown, end the Lancaster "Mocose", Inquiries have been mailed out
and it is expected that next month we will be able to play the leading service
teams, including Mitchel Pield, Caerlisle Barracks, the Navel Air Station at

Anacostia and possibly Lengley Field,
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YOL. XIII AIR CORPS NWEWS Ne. 2
Informstion DiviSlbn C T Jgemdary 31, 1989, M 0 - L Mundtions Bailding
Air Corns ‘ , Washington, D. C..,

‘ The chxef pUrpose cf ‘this publlcat1on is to dlstribate 1nformat10n ‘on
aeronsuties to: the. flying personnel in'the ‘Regular Army, Reserve Corps o
National ‘Gusrd and others connected 'with-aviation. . T e
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- GROUND OPFRATIOWS oN "QUESTION MARK“ REFUELING FLIGHT

A report was recelved from. Rockwell Fleld Corone&o, Callfornia, detail—
ing the work done by personnel at that station in connectiom: W1th the refueling
endurance flight of the Army Transport "Queéstion Mark".

The world at large knows what the crew of the “"Question Mark" ac00mpllshed
but the establishment by them of this astounding record for .heasvier-than-air

- flight would not have been possible without the efficient aid ‘of the men com-
prising the ground organization. It .goes without saying that they accomplished
their work well. The record flight offers the beat po#sible proof of that faet.
These men stood by at all hours of the night and .day with a vigilance thas% ri-
valled active war operations on an enemy front line. HNothing was left undone
to prov1de for the comfort, wants and safety of the men who were c1rcling ir
the atmosphere above them.

During the preparatory stages;:the f11ght-1tse1f; and after=1ts complet:on
the morale, discipline, efficiency and conduct of all :personnel connected there-
with was of the highest. The work of Captain Hoyt, Lieuts. Strickland and Wood-
ring as the crew of one refueling plane, and of Lieuts. Moon, prklns and Solter
of the second refueling plane ¢annot be too highly praised. -

The work of Lieut. Ray G. Harris, Engineering Officer of- the fllght wnich
extended over the entire preparations for and during the period of the: flighs,
was in a large measure responsible for the completeress and . perfection of all
integral parts of the plane and its abllity to perform the mission assigned
to it. Lieut. Harris exercised .complete .supervision over the preparation of
the "Question Mark" for tne flight, as well as the preparatlon of the tws
refueling planes.

© The Middletown Air Depot performed praiseworthy work in preparing tae
planes, which necessitated extreme aecuracy and involved long hours of unre-
mitting toil, while the work of the Engineering offlcer of Rcckwell Field and
his department left nothing to be ‘desired.

Others who extended full cosperation and contributed materlally to the
success of the flight were Major A.L. Sneed, Cemmanding Afficer of Rockwell
Field; Major J.H. Houghton, Depot Engineering officer;.Captain H.M. Elmendor?,
Airdrome Officer; Major W.S. Woolford and Captain J.M..Stanley, Medical Corps,
Flight Surgeons at Rockwell Field, and the military and civilian personnel of
Rockwell Field. ‘ : o . ' '

Before quoting the Rockwell Field report, it may be of interest to recori }
here some statistical data bearing on the record flight, so as‘to‘present some
idea of the work a flight of this character involved.

The "Question Mark" was refueled 34 times with gauollne and on eight oo~
casions with oil. 1In these 34 eontacts, a total of 5,760 gallons of gasoline
coursed through the flexible hose which connected the fueling ship with the,
"Question Mark" at time of contact. The attempt to transfer the oil threugh
the hose met with failure and, whenever needed, same was lowered from the re-
fueling ships to the "Question Mark" in five-gallon cans. In 18 of the 34
refueling contacts for gasoline, 170 gallons were transferred and in four
instances 270 gallons. Twice 270 gallons were transferred, twice 100 gallons,
twice 110 gallons, twice 50 gallons, and once each 150, 160 and 250 gallons.,

Food was lowered to the erew of the endurance plane during 13 of the jon-
tacts, also water, mail, weatheraripelss, toilet articles, batteries, Very
Pistol cartridges, etc. The duration of the contacts varied from five to 18
minutes, most of them involving seven to eight minutes.

Of the 42 refueling contacts, eight were performed during absolute da.é~
ness. Most of the contacts, 27 to be exact, were made while the "Questiwz‘
Mark" was flying over the Metropolitan Airport at Los Angeles; 9 were made
over Rockwdll Field, Coronado; five overiEl Centro. in the Imperial Valley and
one over Qceanside, Calif. The first contact was made over the Metropolitan
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Alrport at B:15 A.M., Januery lst, ard the last one at the sape place at 150
P.M., Januery 7th.
"~ The report from Rockwell Field s hereinafter quoted as follows‘

"An attempt is made here to record everything of importance that trans-
pired on the ground in connection with the fllght of the "Question Mark". The
ground crews! objective and mission was to exPaditiously falfi1l all rGQpES#a
from the "Question Mark". .

Practice Refuelings: : ‘ K

On December 29th, Refueling Crew No. 1, took off with 150 gals. gas:; flow
®ould not start due to hose being coiled .above gas .level.

- Refueling Crew No. 1 took off ‘with 30 gallons oil and battery in container.
Very little oil transferred due to poor flow and level of hose. Battery could

. not be transferred as container offered too much area to Sllp stream. "Question
Mark" dumped gas and .landed.

. Tests on 0il Flow: _

On December 30th, three test runs were made, heating the oil -~ and it was
found that due to the installation of the tank and line,even with oil heated
at 115 C., the flow apn;bx1mated one gallon per minute. A five gallon can of
oil was lowered by the handles and found to ride steady.

"Question Mark" left for Van Nuys. March Field C-2 left for Van Nuys
with newspaper men and enlisted men for station at the Metropolitan Airport.

December 31lst, slings were made at Rockwell Air Depot for five gallon
0il can and bvattery. Oil cans were obtained from the Depot Supply.

This same date "Ground Headgquarters" were established at Rockwell Pield,
near the Post Garage.

Tests run from Refueling Crew No. 1 were made as follows:

0il can with sling lowered 0.X,
Battery with sling lowered 0.X.
Rope with 16# lead weight 0.K. -

Refueling Crew No. 2, with Lieuts. Odas Moon, J.G. Hopkins, A.¥. Solter
and civilian mechenic¢, Wm.Duthie, took off from Rockwell Field for the Metro-
politan Airport. They were forced down, however, at Oceanside, Long Beach and
Rogers Airport. These forced landings were attributed to ignition trouble.
Anticipating further trouble Lieut. Moon phoned for a new set of Liberty heads
and these were rushed to the Metropolitan Airport and installed upon arrlval.
The ship was then flight tested, with motor functioning perfectly.

The same afternoon, December 31, 1928, Lieuts. H.W. Keefer and R.V, ‘
.Williams, took off in two "Blackboard" PW-9 planes for the Metropolitan Airport.

January 1, 1929:

At 7:26:47 AM., January 1, 1929, the "Question Mark!" took off from Metro-
politan Airport, Van Nuys, Calif. Refueling Crew No. 2 made cgntact with the
*Question Mark" at 8:15 A.M. and transferred 100 gals. of gas, and the "Question
Mark" departed for Rockwell Field. ’ T g

At 10:10 A.M. Lieut. Moon loaded baggage and supplies into ship and immed-
iately left for Imperial.

At 10:25 A.M. Refueling Crew No. 1 made contact with “Questlon Mark" and
transferred 250 gals. gas. Upon return of Refueling Crew No. 2 a rope was
rigzed up about half way on the hose to assist in jockeylng a returning to

- refueling plane. :
12:05 P.M. Blackboard plane flew alongside of the "Questlon Mark" with
the following message:
"Don't forget Rose Bowl and don't forget drop message."
2:00 P.M. "Blackboard" plane took the following message to "Question Mark!
"Water -~ 260 gals. gas coming up."

'2:15 P.M. the "Question Mark" dropped the following message:

v "We need oil - water - food -~ gas in order named.

"fe will remain in vicinity of Rockwell until 5 PM.

"Total amount of gas needed 450 gals.

"Last load of gas to bé as close to 5 PM as light conditions permit.

"Be prepared to refuel us on call tonight - we will give you one
hour's warning. In case no fuel celled for. tonight gas will be reguired
at break of day tomorrow. Give us gas in that case before anything else.

Notify Moon we may need gas at dawn if foggy at Rockwell and consequently

be prepared., Tell both Hoyt. and Moon to slow down as load runs out."

Receipt of the above messages was- acknowledged by panel signal,
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2:20 P.M. the "Question Mark" dropped the follewing message:

"Just received mesmpge - water and 250 gals. gas coming up. Send

0il immediately after transport lands and made 3rd trip near 5 P .M. for

food and remainder of gas (200 gals.).

. "We will remain vicinity Rockwell until 5 P, M. We need 0il ~ water -
food ~ gas in order named. . Total gas requirements 450 gals. - includes
what we take on front. ship now in air - last refuellng to be'as close as
5 PM as safe.’ '

"We may requlre'fuelutonlght-— 1f,so will give you Very'plstol signal-~

. 1f now fuel taken asboerd tonight Moon and Moyt should be ready at crack

of dawn and give us gas thern -before food, water or oil."

Receipt of above messages acknowledwed by nanel signal.. .

At 2:30 PM Refuellng Crew No. 1 made contact and transferred 150 gals., gas
to "Questlon Mark". At 3 PM same. crew made contact and transferred 35 gals oil
in five gallon containers. The transfer was watched with great interest by the

. ground personnel, as it was the first time oil had actually been transferred
in this manner.
: 3 PM the "Question Mark Gropped the folloW1ng message !
: "We only got 150 gals. and rear tank overflowed. .
. We need oil then ~ two more trips for gas of 200 gals. each.

Put out manel as soon as you understand.”

Receipt of message acknowledged by panel signal.-

Refueling Crew No. 1 returned and plane was loaded with 200 gals, gas -
food - messages. Refueling Crew No. 2. made flight test at Imperial with 150
gals, gas in main tank.and 70 gals. gas in wing tanks, performance.. Refueling
Crew No, 2 at 3:55 PM again made flight test at’ Imperial with 220 gals, gas in
main. tank and wing tenks: full. Got off with good margin of safety.

At 4 PM Refuéeling Crew No. 1 made contact with the "Question Mark" trans-
ferring 20Q gals. gas, dinner snd the following message to the "Question Mark":

- "Will be stending by all night - try to drop m63sages nearer line
, as they are hard to follow.and find.
. Received thrée messages OK:. . If you wuse flares don't use too far away from

North Island. If you can, give us your apnroximate schedule for tomorrow."

4:40 PM the"Question Mark" dropoed the following message:

e will need 200 gals. at midnight tonight. Cannot take any more
this afternoon - acknowledge by panel."

"We canmot maintain altitude with additional 200 gapls. Will require
refueling at midnight tonight ~ scknowledge by panel signals.!

Receint of above méssages were acknowledged by penel signals, and

the follow1ng message by "Blackboard!" planeg:

"Message received - ready at midnight." :

The "Question Mark" rounded the pylon at Metronolitan Alrport 7:20 PM
and flood lights were turned on as soon as the s»ip was heard and kept on until
it left for Rockwell Field. A strong north wind had been blowing all day but
began to die out during the night, otherwise, the weather was good. Navy flood
lights operated by Army personnel were turned on whenever "Question Mark" came
_ over Rockwell Field. At 11:50 PM Refueling Crew No. 1 took off with 220 gals.
gas for the first attempt at an actual nignt refueling.

January 2, 1929:

Shortly after midnight the "Question Merk" fired one green flare, follow-
. ed by another flare. Refueling Crew No. 1 made contact almost immediately with

.the "Question Mark" and transferred 920 gals. of gas with difficulty. Refuel-
ing crew on landing stated that the transfer was easier than in the day time,
due to the smooth air, but asked that the "Question Mark be requested to play
a flashlight on the hose to facilitate jockeying the same.

At 8:40 AM the "Question Mark" requested that Lieut. Moon and hls crew
and C-1 leave Imperial and go to Metrépolitan Airport, as they doubted advis-
ability of crossing the mountains at nicht, not being able td get enough altiz: -
tude, TLieut. Moon was advised accordingly and Refueling Crew No. 2 cleared
Imperial with all ground personne;, refueling ship and blackboard plane for
Metropolitan, .

At 5:25 PM the "Question Mark“ dropped two red flares. Ianding lights
were turned on as it was dusk, ground crew could not determine whether "Questior
Mark" wanted landing lights (signal for which was one red flare at night) or
whether the "Question Mark" was dropping = message (siznal for which was one
red flare in daytime), "Question Mark" departed for Metropolitan Airport im-
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mediately thereufter.

At 9:25 PM Rockwell Field was entirely blanketed with fog. The Metropoli-
tan Airport was notified by telephone and instructed. to put cut red ground flarss
as socn as the "Question Mark" arrived there. GSeveral minutes later the "Ques-
tion Mark" was heerd over Rockwell Field above the fog; plane circled the field
ence and left in direction of Metrepolitan Airport .

January 3, 1929: .

Bhortly after midnight Refueling Crew No. 2 took off and attemoted to-
make. cgntact but upon getting in position for contact "Question Mark" opulled
away. Lieut. Hovkins repcrted that the "Question Mark" carried no lights .at
all, thet the air was very rough, and that when he had the hose out its entire
length he could rot see the "Question Mark" at all, and Refaellng Crew returned
withont transferring gas.

Captain Elmendorf who was then at Rockwell Field received a telephone call
frem the Metropolitan Airpert to the effect that “Question Mark" was having
difficulty getting gascline. Inasmuch as the fog covering Rockwell Field had
raised slightly, Ceptzin Elmendecrf tnok off in a PW-2 te reccnnoiter the weather
conditions to see if refueling at Rockwell Field was possidble.. It was found
that. the fog then extended ¢énly as far south as the southern edge of San Diege
Bay and that refueling wad possitle abecve the fog. The "Question Mark" was ad-
vised accordingly, and white flares dlsPleyed at Metrecpelitan Airport showing
kockwell F4é1d4 clear. However, "Questicn Mark" continued to @ircle Sen Fernando
Valley and lights were kept at Metrecpclitan Airport for the remsinder of the -

“~-nighti- At -about 9:30 AM a heavy fng covered the Sen Fernande Valley and re-

mained ‘throughout the day, so the "Question Merk" departed for Rockwell Field.

One of the important messages réceived from the "Question Mark" was to the
effect that at 11:40 AM to get some gas up as quicklyass possible, as they had

less than an hour's supply, alsc requesting they be kept advised as to the
weather atuthe Metropoliten Airport. A new battery for the plane, and for all
flashlights also package Very pistol cartridge of each color were desired.

‘Shortly after noon the same day the "Questiocn Mark" advised that they were
afraid of weather closing in at Rockwell and Metrcpolitan and requested a re-
fuvel operation be made over National City, and then decided to go on to Imperial.

Refueling Créw No. 1 took off for Imperial to accompany the "Question Mark!
and shortly thereafter three 025 from the 11lth Bombardment Squadron,-a Govern-
ment Dodge car 2nd private cars of Mr.Sgt. Neiswander and Staff Sgt. Lester were
pressed into service tec transfer necessary personnel and supplies to Imperial '
‘to establish a base at that point. Captein Elmendorf snd Lieut. Roth proceeded
to Imperial in PW-90s. A high grodnd wind at the Imperial Airport made it dif-
ficult for the "Question Mark" crew to drop their messages accurately from- the
altitude at ‘which they were flying. '

January 4, 1929:

"Question Mark" ad¥ised at 6:46 A M they would return to ‘the vicinity of
Rockwell Field. However, after returning to Metropolitan Alrport "Question
Mark! stated the gss lines from the wing tanks were leeking ingide the fuselage-
at the valves, and requested some redvlead Contact was made shortly thereafter
with the "Question Mark" transferring red leed, soap eand shellac for fixing
gasoline tenk. At 9:40 PM thet evening stated they had some missing cylinders,
could not tell how many, but cen only take on 100 gals. at a time, every two
hours 9-11-1-3-5, and further stated might be able to limp through uhtil morn-.
ing and replace plugs but unable to do anything tonight.

January 6, 1929: :
) - On making . contact with the "Questlon Mark" at. 1:00 AM, ‘after transferrlng

110 gals. gas, upon pulling in the hose a message was found tied to.the end of
the hose adv1s1ng no more gas needed until dayllght unless Very plstol signal
given.

At 10:16 AM "Questlon Mark" adviseéd motors 1abor1ng heavily. Last night
a namber of plugs fouled but by spening up throttle they clesred themselves.
However, the strain on the motors must have been heavy. "Question Mark" further
stated they may land today, tonight, tomorrow etc., and at this writing it
seems it is just a question of hours.

- dJenuary 7, 1929: '

10:00 AM contact was mode with the "Question Mark" after being in contact-
for about six minutes, during which time about 100 gals. gss were transferred
eontact was broken duwe to reugh air. Contact was again established but gasoline
level was too low to start flow successfully. Contact was again made several
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wars later but "Question Merk" broke contsct after trking but 50 gsls. gas
and waved refieling plane awsy. Then request was made to send.up 50 gals. gas
Hourly until forced to land as the left motor was acting badly. At 2 PM the
"Question Mark" weeusmdrto’ beclesing dktltude .&nd was seen from the ground to
be dumping gasoline. At this time, by the use of field glasses, it could be
seen that the propeller of the left motor was dead. The “QﬁEstion Mark" con-
tinued to lose altitude in the scuthern extremety of the field.

At 2:07:01 PM after a beautiful glide, the wheels of the "Question Mark"
again touched the earth in a perfect landing after completing a total of 150
hours, 40 minutes, 14 seconds continuous sustained flight.

Attached is a table of rontents showing the number of contacts in.the
order made, giving time, place, nrew and other pertinent data. The time of
contact, the duration of minutes, and the number of gallons of gasoline trams-
ferred are all approximate, but any variation is negligible. 1In each case of
gasoline contact, 20 gallons extra were loaded for wastage and the amount of
gas remaining in tanks gt end of contact measured.

The following high points noted during the refueling flight are given as
- they appear to the grcund perscnnel, and are recorded as difficulties which
could be possibly avoided in future refueling flighys.

4daptability: The cne thing which stood out above all others was the
adaptability of the refueling scheme used, i.e., use of a large transport with
a hole cut in the bottom as a mother ship and the ships to be refueled flying
directly underneath this opening.

Transferring of practically any type of supplies from one plene to the
other. This was especially evident after the failure of the oil system on the
C-1s to prOperly deliver oil and the change at the last minute to lower oil
in five gallon containers,

It appeared from reports of the refueling crew of each ship that a better
. system of lowering the hose for gasoline and oil could be devised. The hose
used required a large amount of physical exertion and was very tiring to the
personnel in the Csls; the second place the flow of gascline was not as fast as
could be expected. It took considerable time to start the flow and did not
start effectively unless there was a very good head in the tenk. Some system
of using a small hose with the gas under pressure appears feasible.

The transfer of oil could undoubtedly be made gquickly through a hose of
rather small diameter in case .the oil in the tank is placed under slight
pressure.

It also appears that the extra weight of a generator to be used in keep-
ing storage battery charged and for radio communication would be of a logical
step. In case batteries should be transferred it would appear better to use
a two six volt tatteries for the transfer instead of one twelve-velt.

It was apparent from the beginning that the success of the operation must
necessarily depend, in a very large degree, upon the efficiency of ground organ-
ization. With this end in view, Captdn H.M. Elmendorf, Air Corps, was nlaced
in command of all Ground Operations.

Practically the entire personnel of Rockwell Field was made avallable for
assignment to this Ground Organization. The accompanying list marked enclosure
No. 2, sets out in detail the duties of each individual connected with this
flight. Attached also copies of Refueling Operations Orders, Nos 1l and 2,
and newspaper clippings. '

LIST SHOWING OFFICERS AND ENLISTED PERSONNEL CONNECTED
WITH GROUND OPERATIONS OF REFUELING PROJECT

Name and Rank Duties

Capt. H.9. Elmendorff : Officer in Charge Ground Operations
1st Lt. odas Moon Pilot Refueling Crew No. 2

lst Lt. A.C. Strickland Crew RC No. 1

2nd Lt. I.A. Woodring _ LI

2nd Lt. J.G. Hopkins toowomo2

2nd Lt. A.F, Solter . oo w2 '
lst 1t. C.P. Kane - ‘ Press Relations and Recording (fficer
2nd Lt..F,W. Ott ’ Rep.. N.A.A. - Recording Officer

2nd Lt. J.S. Stowell Recording Officer Metro., Airport
2nd Lt. R.V. Williams Pilot Blackboard Plane

2nd Lt. H.W. Keefer L # "

1st Lt. A.F. Reth "o " "

2nd Lt. N.H. Ives " " "
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Jame and Rank (Cont.) .

' Dukiecs

Capt.' B.C. Black

2nd Lt. K.J. Gregg . -

1st Lt. R.H. Clark
1st It. B.R. Dallas -
l1st Lt. E.M. Robbing-
an’L£;7W¢G.'K1ngsbury

2nd Yt H.C: Lichtenberger

2nd Lt. R.W. Stewart
2nd Lt H R 4BaXter‘

Mr. Wm. : Duthle
Mr. Jbseph Schott

Mr. Sgt. Nelswander
- Bl A.d-"‘ms
Stf.Sgt. Medcalf
" " Oliver
W W Iester. . .
Sgt. Olson -
AL, Hammer
" F.W. Roy
" Lee White
" ‘Peter Berg.
# - . Charbough .
f Fred Chance
" M.E. Smith-
f A.J. Dominick
- 8pl. Joe Beta
®  C.A. Davis
" A.S. Bertenshaw
" BEdgar Mocdy
" E. Hilton
¥ VWade Ditmore -
" Lee Xreitz
Pvt Wim.H. Palmer
"' J.R.Adams
- Sterling White
- John Bouzek.

" J.L. Neiwich
* - R.0. Peone

L J.H. Smith

" L.J. Jun

f T.S. Adams

" C.L.Hobbs

" A.B. Congrove
t C.A. Decker

" ‘Elmer Brown

L W.L. Freeman

" Ross Peck

" J.W. Hollowell
‘Sgt..Jos. Montanna

Night Alrdrome - foloer

N
o T
oo K

- SUpﬁly\Officer
¢ Ferry Pilot-

Crew Chief BG. No. 2 .

"Ground Crew RC No.iz '

- Line Chief v o
" . CHerge PW-9Ds -~ Rockwell"_

Hose Detail "

:Crew Chief RF WNo.. 1 - Rockwell

Charge 0il Heating - Rockwell

" -Charge loading crew

‘Landing Crew

o 1t ) ’
Asst. Crew Chief RC No. 1
‘01l Detail" '

" Charge food, water' batteries
" Ground' crew RC No. 2.

Lookout, Metro. A1rport Crew PW- 9Ds
Gés tank operator.

‘Loading Crew

N .

Lookout & crew PW 9Ds Metro Alrport
"o L M H "

PW-9Ds crew - Rockwell

Hose Detail -~ Rockwell

Telephone orderly - Rockwell

‘Loading Crew

0il Crew

‘Truck Driver

Lookout and Crew PW-9Ds Metro Airport
Dodge driver
Gas truck opergtor

"~ Night crew PW-9D -~ Rockwell

f1 LI 1 . 11
11 . 1 n ' t
" n " o
Cleaning C-1 Detail
Messenger at Rockwell
on o " and guard
Telephone orderly
Asst. to Mr. Adamson, Press Relations

" Guard and Orderly.

Ground Crew RC No. 2.

~=~000~~~
COMMERCIAL AVIATION IN. COSTA RICA

Lieut. Donald E. Duke, whose regular station is the Boston Mass Airport,
recently arrived at France Field, Panama Canal Zone, with the Loening Amphibian
cabin plane to be used in connection with the mail and passenger service con-
ducted by the Pan American Airways in Costa Rica. Immediately upon his
arrival, a crew was assigned the job of uncrating and assembling the plane. The

plane was assembled and tested on December 27th, and Lieut. Duke took off for
San Jose on the following day.
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TRANCE FIELD AIRMEN PAY VISIT TO COSTa RICA
By the News Lotter Corresnondent

A flight from France Field, Fenama Canal Zoue, to San Jose, Costa Rica, was
nade by mewters of the ficld lVetucen the lates ol Decemter 29th and Jamary lst,

On December “9th a flight of 15 airplanes, consisting of three bombers, six
observation type and six wur suit plancs, left France. Field enroute to San Jose,
Costa Rica. The flirkt consisted of the following officers and enlisted men:
Lieut.-Colonel A @, Piskrer, ¥~jor 2.D. Irescott, Captains A.P. Sullivan, Armin F.
Herold, Samel C. Skemwm, 1ot Lieute. Orin J. Bushey, Clarence H. Welch, Robert 7.
Cronau, Richard K. Lelvrou, David R, Stinson, Pufrs.D. Davidson, Joseph P. Balley,
Harrison G. Crocker, Eanry F. Socssions, Charles G. Towsrd, Don W, Maylme, Robert
3. Williams, James M. FPitzmaarice, Charles G. Poarcy, <nd Lieuts. John N. Jones,
Frank K. Park, Staff Sergeants Joha Chowaniec, Harrison Stack, Raymond Imtaz,
George W. Edwards, Oliver I. Xing, Sergeauts Ml ton B, Havkins and William 3.
Wright. It was planued to take Major Cerliyle H., Wash, but just prior to the trip
he was selzed with a violsant attack of rheumatism which prevented his going., This
anabled Liecut. Donald F. Fritch to be a meuber of the flight.

» £iight took off in the following order: Pursult, Observation and Bombard-
ment. The IToubardment, having sufficient gas coapacity to make the entire trip to
San Jose without stopning, was directed to puss over the flying fleld at David
where the other planes were calling for gasoline, and unless we waved them down
by reason of tad weather formcast, they were authorized to nroceed on the trip.
The Pursuit and Obsorvation planes arrived at David at 8:85 a.m., after a flight
of two houvs and ten mimites, Weather renorts from San Jose and Puntarenas were
delivered on the field, and as tlesc were favorabls the bombardment planes were
allowed to continue on their vey vhen they nassed. over the field at 9:45. Al}
planes were off again fronm f“Vli by 12:30 a.m. The Pursuit planes, cutting
across the mountoins, wers the first in at 3an Jose, arriving there after a
fligkt of one hour and 50 Wiuvtbm from David. Inmedintely following them, the
bombarduent nlanes landed, aud by the time they had taxied sut of the way, our
new observation ships, the O02-H's (of which we took a flight of three) were
coming in to land. Followins therm, the DH's landed, all chips teinz on the
ground by 1:00 p.m, The tim> consamed by the observation type was four hours
and ten mimtes aetual flying: time, and by the pursuit type three hours and
thirty mimites actual 1Iying tine.

The altitule of the field and City of San Jos’ is about 4,000 feet. The
field is surrounded by trees and high tension lires on three sides and wireless
towers on the fourth side. The thin air and the many obstacles make it a rather
tricy field in vhich to lenl. The planes came in safely, however, except the
last DH, which struck a rough spct on the field and broks a tail skid. In goindg
over this plane immediately after landine, wo discovered that, in addition, there
was a crack in the housing of its left cam shaft assembly, so a radiogram was im-
uedliately sent to the Commanding Officer, France Tield, requesting that these two
parts be sent un as soon as possible, suggesting the use of two PW's for that
purpose. Early next moraing we received a rgilcgram that these two DPW's were on
the way, piloted by Lieuts. Pardoe Martin and ¥ugh C. Downey, 3y one o'clock
they were on the field, and by 4:00 p.m. the CY was as good as new,

The country between David and Sa“ Jecge ig wild, and apparently for the most
part uninhabited., Part of the time we wore paseiug over mountaln ranges as high
as 6,000 feet in altitude. At other timee we skirted the edges of the Pacific
Ocean. 4 great differenpe was nosed beiwesn the Atlantic, which we had left
early in the morning, anl the DPecific. The Atlantic at this time of the year is
very rough with heavy swells, while the Facific was as peaceful and calm as any
inland lake. Hardly a ripple could be noticed along the shore.

We were met at the ficld in Cesta Riea by the U.S. Miuister to Costa Rica,
Mr. Roy T. Davis; Precident Clato Goizales Vigquez of Costa Rica and his Cabinet;
and practically the entire popalation of the city, which is said to te around
50,000. TWe were then talen in charze by different members of the President's
‘official family and exteaded every courtcsy that conld be thought of. This con-
tinmued throughout our eatire stay.

4 certain amount of courtesy mail was talzen up by our flight - one bag to
his Brittanic Majesty's Minister to Cosia Rica, and a bag to the Uaited States
Minister to Costa Rica, lr. Davis.

On the morning of the 50th all officers were received by the Urited States

- 28 ~ V-5859,A.0.

1.



Minister and later by the President of Costa Rica and his Cabinet. That same
evening a dinner was given by the President to all the members of the flight at
. the Unlon Club.
. Immediately after the receptlon by the President on the morning of the
" 30th, the entire party proceeded to the flying field. In the meanwhile, Lieut.
' Duke had arrived with the Pan-American Airways Amphibian, and had made a success-
. ful landing on the field. Three pursuit ships were sent up under Pilots Lelrou,
Willlams and Pearcy, who did some formation flying and other maneuvers. The
Costa Ricans had never seen anything like this before, and all were highly en-
timsed. After about 15 mimites! flying, the pursuit ships landed and the
President and six members of the Cabinet were given rides in 13-5's., This was
the President's first trip, and he was flown over his birthplace and the sur-
rounding towns, getting a flight of about one hour. While this flight was in
the air, Licut. Duke with the amphibian attempted to take off. He had loaded
the ship with a full supply of gasoline, "all the outgoing mail and three pas-
sengers. On his first attempt he was not able to get out of the field, so he
- returned to the starting point, -unloaded one of the passengers and some of the
mail and again took off, 3y reason of the heavy load he was unable to clear
the royal palm trees at .the far end of the field and was comsequently compelled
to cut his ignition and lst the plane drop, this to save life. The plane wa$
completely wrecked, although no one was hurt. ; .

Yollowing luncheon, we attended one of the bull-baiting affairs: This Is
very different from the ordinary bullfight of Spanish and Mexican custom. I% is
held in a large arena and the "fight" is somevhat as follows:

Several hundred of the natives, buoyed up by holiday spirits (and in rumer-
ous cases other spirits) enter the ring. They wear no uniforms of any sort and
carry no weapons. When the crowd in the arema is sufficiently large, the "bull"
(an ox with sawed-off horns and a belt of tacks around his middle to lend him
poep) is admitted, after vhich a general scattering occurs. The point of the
game is to see who can let the bull come closest to him and not get urt. The
bull gallops madly around the ring, knocking over an occasional unfortunate who
“has slightly misjudged his distance. 4¢-a rule, however, a-path forms through
the crowd as if by magic as the animal apnroaches.

Occasionally a partitularly arbitious bull is admitted, after which a gen-
eral fence climbing takes nlace. The fence being inadequate for everybody, the
rest attempt to hide behind the few poles scattered around the arena. These,
too, are insufficient, and the lines behind them are sometimes twelve to fifteern
men in depth. These lines swing around the pole like the hands of a clock as
the bull approaches. If the men on the end of the line are too slow, the bull
occasionally nips a few of them off as he passes. In addition to the amsement
furnished by this "bull-dodging," there are usually several little individual
fights going on in different parts of the arena which are subject to immediate

postponement if the "bull" comes too close. During the course of the afternoon
about five or six bulls are admitted. When one tires out, he is retired and -2
fresh one brought on. The whole performance lasts about two-and-a-half hours,
which pass very quickly.

Onc the morning of the 31lst we again had some flying by the same three
pursuit pilots. After this we were taken for an automébile ride to Cartage,
about twelve miles away, where we called on a former President of Costa Rica.
That night we were guests again of the Government at a grand ball given to see
the old year out and the new year in. '

All planes, except one 02-H, were off by 9:00 a.m. on the morning of Jan.
1st, and all except two pursuit planes were in David by 12:00 noon. Having
sufficient gas, Lieuts. Williams and le3rou did not stop but proceeded directly
to France Field. .

-One 02-~H, which had taken Iieut. Duke to Port Limon on the morning of his
accident, landed on the beach at Port Limon and taxied over a soft spot, went
over on its nose, bending its propeller tips. It was found impracticable to

‘straighten them at this place, so the flight came home without this ship, o5
‘which Lieut. Frank K. Park was the pilot. Upon our arrival at PFrance Field a
propeller and a mechanic were taken to FPort Limon by a United Fruit boat. The
mechanic arrived on the morning of the third, changed the propeller at once, and
Lieut. Park with his O2-H was at France Field again by four o'clock that after-
noon.

- It is believed that this trip has done a great deal of good in the way of
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promoting friendly relations between Costa Rica and the United States. We were
informed by a mirbér of "Americans up there that there had been a decided change
in tone within the twenty-four hours following our arrival in Costa Rica. There
had never been more than two or three ships in San Jose before at one time and
it appeared indeed, as the President exprQSSed it "a, great day in the histOry
of Costa Rica."

From the point of cross—country tralnlng, the trip was a comnlete success.
Seventeen planes made theé round trip without serious difficulty. Only two offi-
cers of this command had flown farther north than Devid, R. de P., and, there-
fore, this trip afforded an excellent opportunity for almost half of the flying
personnel stationed here to acquaint themselves with the air route between
Dav1d and San Jose as well as the possibilities of landing in this new country.

—=000~—=
-

Performing an act of valor and self sacrifice which the Cheney Award 3oard
stated to be worthy of the highest commendation, 2nd Lieut. Uzal G. Ent, Air .
Corps, was designated to receive the Cheney Award for the year 1928. As a re~
sult of this recommendation of the 3oard, which consisted of 3rigadier-General
3enjamin D. Foulois, Assistant Chief of the Air Corps; Major L.W. Mclntosh,

- Executive, and Major Ira Longanecker, Chief of the Information Division, and the
agproval of Major-General Jemes E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, Lieut. Ent
is to receive a cash award of $bOO a bronze plaque with his name engraved
thereon, and an engraved Certlxlcate of Award.

The conduct of Lieut. Ent; which the Joard was unanimous in characterizing
as the most cutstanding and meritorious act performed by an individual eligible
for consideration for the Cheney Award, was displayed by him during the Nationa
Flimination Ralloon Race which started from Jettis Field, Pittsburgh, Pa., on
May 30, 1928. As aide to Lieut. Paul Evert, Air Corps, pilot of the Air Corps
entry in-the Race, Iieut. Ent evidenced courage, daring and heroism which re-
flected great credit not only upon himself but upon the Army of the United
States.

Shortly following the start of the Race, and vhile at an approximate alti-
tude of 1200 feet over Youngwood, Pa., a severe electrical storm was encounter-
ed by the aevonauts. The balloon was either struck by 11 ghtnlng or received a
heavy charge of electricity, as a result of which Lieut. Evert was instantly
killed, the balloon set on fire and Lieut. Znt shocked to such an extent that
his left leg and right arm were momentarily paralyzed. After he managed %o
struggle to his feet, he endeavored to revive his companlon, but his efforts
proved ineffective. He felt the pulse of the unconscious airman and thought at.
the time’ that he was alive. Meonvhile the burning balloon. was descending at
an alarming rate of speed with the likelihood of exploding at any moment.

Had he considered his nersonal safety alone, Ideut. Eat could have jumped
from the balloon and landed safely with his parachute but, relieved of his:
weight, the balloon would have ascended and, after burning, would have had a
‘dead fall of several thousand feet, destroying whatever spark of life might have
remained in Lleut Evert's body. ot being certain of Lieut. Evert's condition,

- however,. Lieut. Ent risked death when he chose to remain with the. balloon. 3y

throwing out of the balloon basket all the available ballast, he succeeded in

checking its rapid desccat and landed on the bark of a stream with but little
jar. When the balloon was about 15 feet off the ground, the gas bag had com-
pletely burned away frcm the tacket. The body of Lisut. Evert was recovered anc
flrst aid treatment immediately rendered but, unfortunately, to no avail.
"Lieut. Fnt is the second member of "ﬁe Air Corps to receive the Cheney

Award, the first oné being presen ea £o/ Master yergeant Harry Chapman last year

for counspicucus bravery in the Air hip ROMA disaster rhich ocecurred in February,

1921.

~ LIEUT. ENT 10 RECEIVE THE " CEENEY AWARD."

The Cheney Award was estaplishediin memary of lst Lieutenant William H.
Cheney, .ir Corps, who was killed inja .air collision at Foggia, Italy, Jamuary
20, 1918. The donors of this award are Mrs. Mary L.C. Schofield, Peterboro,N.H..
and Mrs. Ruth Cheney Streeter, of %Errl stown, N.J., the mother and sister of th-

deceased officer. Jointly they have set as de a trust fund of $15,000, the

interest accruing therefrom to be upsed to. up the award, which is to be

bestowed anmally by the Chief of the Air Corps for an act of valor or of ex-

treme fortitude or self sacrifice in a humanitarian interest, not necessarilj of
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a military nature, which shall have bee performed in gonnection with alrcraft.
Those eligible to receive it are officers\of the Air Gcrps and the Air Reserve
as well as enlisted men of the Air Corps a 98, and the widow or mext of
kin in the event of a posthumous award.

A die of suitable design has been made, each year the award is made a
bronze plaque is struck off, the name of the T ipient engraved thereon, and
‘the memento presented to him together with an/e ved Certificate of Award and
a sum of money. Although the income from th¢ trust fund exceeds $500 anmally,
the donors decided to limit the cash award fo that sum in the case of a single
individual and to place the balance in a sinking fund to be used at such time
as two or more individuals are recommended jointly for® the. award.

ILieut. Ent was born at North Underland, Pa., March 3, 1900. Attending the
Susuehanna University, Selinsgrove, Pa., he left School to enlist in the
Aviation Section, Signal Corps, during the war. He served as a Private,
Corporal and Sergeant in the lighter-than-air branch of the Air Corps until he
received appointment as a cadet at the United States Military Academy.

Graduating from the Military Acadegy in 1924, he expressed preference for
service in the Air Corps. He graduated from the 3alleen and Airship School,
Scott Field, Ill., and was rated Jalloon Observer and Airship Pilot on June 26,
1926. In 1925 Ye pursued the line and staff course at the Chemical Warfare
School. He was on duty at Scott Field, Ill., as Personnel Adgutant until
September, 1926, when he was transferred to Langley Field, Va. Lieut. Ent re-

cently graduated as Special Observer from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly
Field, Texas. He is still on duty at langley Field, Va.

His heroic conduct in the Balloon Race resulted in his being recommended
for the Dlstlnguished Flying Cross, which was recently awarded to him.

=000~

wAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS
‘ CHANGES OF STATION - Colonel Theodore 3aldwin, Jr., from Hqrs. 2nd Corps
Area, Governors Island, N.Y. to Hgrs. 4th Corps Area, Atlanta, Ga., June 30,'22

Capt. Aubrey I. Eagle relieved from detail with Organized Reserves, 9th
Corps Area, and to duty with Air Corps Detachment, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

end Lieut. John P. Klrkendall Scott Field, to Hawali, salling from New
York about March 8, 1929.

‘Captain Floyd N. Shumaker, Crissy Field; 1lst Lieuts. Thomas M. Iowe,Brooks
Field; Walter T. Meyer, Kelly Field; Auby C. Strickland, Rockwell Field; 2nd
Lieut. Richard H. Dean, Kelly Field, to Hawaiian Dept., sailing about April 25.

1st Lieut. Harold L. George, Office Chief of Air Corps, to duty in
Hawaiian Department, sailing from New York about Merch 8, 1929.

Captain Wm. O. 3Butler, Scott Field; 2nd Lieut. George H. Steel, Phillips
Field, Md., to duty in Philippines, sailing from New York about May 3, 1929,

1st Lieut. Leslie F. Young, Langley Field; 2rd Iieut. Rowland Kieburﬁz,
Scott Field, to Hawdiian Department, sailing from New York about April 2,1929.

Unon completion of tour of duty in Hawaiian Department, Captain Lotha A
Smith and 1st Lieut. Joseph T. Morris to proceed to Selfridge Field, Mich,; lst
Lieut. Robert J. Brown to Langley Field; lst Lieut. Charles D. McAllister to
Wright Field; lst Licut. George W. Polk, Jr. to Brooks Field; 1lst Lieut. Leon E
Sharon and 2nd Lieut. Gilbert L. Tefft to March Field; 2nd Lieut. Lee Q. Wasser
to Rockwell Field.

Upon completion of tour of duty in Panama lst Lieut. Orin J. Bushey ta
proceed to Scott Field, I1l. for cuty.

Upon completion of tour of duty in the Philippines, Captain George L. Usher
to proceed to Langley Field, Va.; 1lst Lieut. Goorge W. Goddard to Wright Teld,
Dayton, O,: 1lst Lieut. Charles B. deShields, 88th Observation Squadron, Pos?
‘Field, Fort Sill, Okla. to Phillips Field, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md.
¢ Major Martin F. Scanlon, upon completion present course of instruction at
Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, to London, Eng., for duJY
as Assistant Military Attache for Air,

1st Lieut. Louis N, Eller,relieved from detail as instructor Nationsl
Guard, Hartford, Conn., to Mitchel Field for duty until about June 6, 1929,
when he will sail for Panama Canal Zone for duty.

1st Lieut. Wm. C. Farmum, 2nd Div., Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to Minneapol*

Minn., for duty with Organized Reserves, 7th Corps Area, about June 1, 1929
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, Major Jemner Y. Chisum, Fairfield Air Depot, to Washington, D. c., f@r &uty
‘in Office Chief of Afr Corps.

Upon conpletion of present course of instruetion at Ecole de Guarre, ‘Paris,
France, Major Earl L. Taided to proceed 0 Washlnbton. D. C.. for dquty as
~Instructor at Arny Var Colle»e.A
lst DLieut. Lyman P Yhitten to March Field, Calif.. upon completion of tour
~of duty in Hawaii. *

v 1lst Lieut Harrlson G Crocker to er t Fleld Dayton, O .y unon completion
of tour of ‘duty in Panama o g

1st Lieut. James A. Voodruff to erght Field 0., upon completion of tour
of duty in Phllivblnes. ,

1st Lieut. Harold D. Smlth; Fort Leavenworth KAnsas, to Panama Canal
Denartment, sallinb from Sah Francisco about Moy 18.

1st Lieut. Charles Douglas, 12th Obs.. Squadron, Fort Sam Houston, Texas to
- Philipnines, sailing from San Francisco about Msy 25, 1929.

1st Lieut. Carl W. Pyle, March Field, Calif., to Hawaiian Department, sail-
ing from San Francisco avout May 24, 1529. '

AELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO AIR CORPS - 2nd Lieut. Merrow E. Sorley, Fort Sam
Houston, Texas, to 29th Engineers at that station.

2nd Lieut. Lewis S. Kirkpatrick to 25th Infantry, Fort Huachuca, Ariz.<

2nd Lieut Thomas J Moran, Ft. Sam Houston, Tex. to 29th Infantry, Fort-
Benning, Ga.

2nd Lieut. Robert w. Stlka Fort Sam chston. Texas to 34th Infantry at
Fort Bustis, Va,

' DETAILED 70 THE AIQ CQRPS - 2nd Lleut. David S. Loughborough, Infantry, to
Jrooks TField, Texas, March 1, 1929, for training. -

PROMOTIONS - ‘Major Archie W. Barry to Lieut.-Colonel, to rank from l~7F29

1st Lieut. Joseph L. Stromme to Captain, to rank from December 21, 1928, :.

1st Lieut.-Rudolph W. Propst to Captain, to-rank from Jamary 9, 1929,

2nd Lieut. Albert F. Glenn to 1st. Lieut., rank' from’ December 13, 1928

2nd lieut. Earle B. Partrlage to 1st.Lieut., rank from December 15,. 1928.

TRANSFERS - 2nd Lieut. Walter S. Lee,,Infantry, to Alr Corps, December 26,
1928, with rank from June 30, 1926.

ASSIGNMENTS -~ 1st Lieut. Reupen-C. Moffat, in addit1on to other duties, to
duty with Department of Commerce. for one year in connectlon w1th work of promot-
ing civil aviation.

2nd Lieut. James V, Thompson, Infantry, detalled to Air Corps, and. to pro-
ceed to 3rooks Field, Texas,. for duty as student, Primary Flying School, 3-1-29.

RESIGNATION - lst Lleut.,Floyd Albert Lundell January 14,1929,

' .———oOo~~-

~

HAZY FLYING CONDITIONS IN VICINITY OF MITCHEL FIELD

Pilots contemplating flignts to Mltdhel Field L.I., New York &uring the
winter months should remember that when the weather is unlversally excellent
througheut these parts, there usually settles down over Long Island a dense hage
toward early evening. This haze is often thickest around. Rockaway, where: it
merges with the smoke from industrial plants in 3rooklyn; but once past  that
plgce the haze affords fair vertical visibility, even through the horizontal
viszbility is less than a half mile. :

e
NEWSPAPER COMENT ON THE ¥RIOW stz

The Washlngton POST on Sunday, Jamary 27th publlshed the following edl—
torial:

"According to the magaz1ne Aviation, Capt. Lowell Smith, United States Army'
4dir Corps, plans to obtain a year's leave of absence during which he will menage
an interisland airline in Hawaii. If the project is successful, it is intimdted
that Gapt. Smith may resign to devote hIs entire attenticn to commereial
aviation,

Capt. Smith is one of the famous service avmators In 1924 he Ied the
round-the-world flight and he is the only member of its personnel still in the-
_Bervice. One by one the roundsthemworld fliers resigned their commissions to
accept employment with commsrcial aviation companies, in each case because of
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7 dlssatisfaction with the- opnortunlties for adxancemenx under the presenx Axﬂw
promotion systen,. ..
The Furlow bill, d581gned to imnrove tne oromotion eituation in the Air
v Corps’ by placing flying officers on & separate: oromotion list end authorizing
promotion in each instance after specified years of service, has passed the

{7 .7 House, .‘The Senate may:see in Capt. Smith's.renorted plan to resign the reasons

underlylng the drafting of the bill. Army aviators should not be restricted to
- the. general promotion Tidk. . Unlike other branches ‘of the service, the Air
Corps, so far as fatalities are concerned, stands 1n the position of being con-
‘timially -at war, and its officers .should be accorded special treatment.
Other measures having to-do with the. dlelcult subject of Army promotions
-are.before Congress, but . the Eurlow bill is the only one to bear general
endorsenent.” . L o , ‘

——-oOo~~— .
D Seed L n e THE FLI’GE?TUTOR_ ) \)
CJy: AM. Jacons. .

It is not an easy thing for nost of us. to recall the days ‘when we were
learnlng to spell "dog" and "cat," but the memory of the primer vhich seemed
~then the acme of all -learning often remains strangely familiar.. No doubt the
“primer plane," now nearing completion in the Materiel Dlvision Iaboratories,

4 will some day hold. the same associations in the minds of fliers of the future.
Need for a further aid than now exists in the prelim1nary ‘training of flight,
a step between the ground tests and the first. handlzng of the controls in the
air, has long been felt in tralnlng centers, and the ormmer plane has been de-
81gned to fill this need. :

This plane consists. of a small fuselage body With rudder, elevator and

" . aileron control surfaces, .These surfaces :are fully movable under ‘the operation

» - of stahdard airplane controls installed 1n the fuselage body, ‘and the plane it
self is sent "flying" in the slipstream of a: tractor propeller drlven by a 15
horsepower glectric motor, mounted-forward in the fuselaﬁe of - the orimer plane
as is the engine ‘in the actual. alrplane.,;phw

The plane itself is mounted in a double triood frame twenty feet hlgh The

e heighf of the g¢ar gives. a sense-of .disassociation: with the ground and a certain
- horizon ﬂerspectlve. ‘While the student becomes famlllar Wlth the features of
flying that ‘at first are ant. to ‘be - confu51ng - the blast ‘of air, the racket of
the propeller, the rocking, tloalng motions of fllght —~.he is also Dbecoming use?l
to the response of actual flying controls. Feet on the rudder bar, control
stick in hand, the student  ¢an cause the primer plane to assume any position an
airplane conld take in flight and can get the "feel" of the controls and the
different movements of the plane with the assurance of safety while he is
learning. An instrument board equ1pwed with compass, . clock, tachometer, air

- speed indicator, inclinomgter, bank and turn. indicator, in short, the standard

- fllght instrunients, .enables him to form the habit of adtomatlc reference to the

. . board in all attitudes of fllght.

From the dAnstructor's point of view also, the primer plane will be extreme-
ly helpful. He will be able to observe closely the student's reactions, his
natural adaptability to flying. If he notes some fault in manipulation, or
wishes to demonstrate a o01nt he may stop the plane at any time for directions
or explanations. .. .

3y placing a hood over the studont's head, shutting off the horizom, sky
and ground, blind flying may be taught by having the student recover from
various attitudes back to normal by instrument reference only.

A A final advantage of the primer plane will be its low cost of construction

in comparlson with other forms of equllabrator. This will make it pOSsible for

Mational Guard, Air Corps Reserve, and other such organizations to obtain them,

no doubt, and to give their fliers the benefit of this preliminary instruction.

-—~000-~~ o

: An informal dinner was tendered Major Carl W Syatz and other members of
‘the crew of ‘the Army plane Question Mark ypon its arrival Jan. 22nd at .
Shreveport, La., from Midland, Texas. The Chamber of Commerce was host at the
dinner, to vhich the public generally was invited as a special courtesy to the
airplane crew.
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LATGLEY FIELD LOSES TWO YOUNG OFFICERS
BJ the News Letter: Correqnondent '

The tragedy that cost the 11veq of "two of our new: offlcers and threw gloom
over the entire 2nd PombaTdment Group’ “ocaurred- on' the morning of: Jamuary Sth.
Second Lieutenant Harry James Osterman, as pilot, and Second Lieutcnant Dean
Vance Johnston,. a8, observcrb both rescrve officers, took off in a DH-4M-2
(Supercharger) &t 6¢20 s m.- for Bollinz Field. " The weather was quite foggy.

Two hours. later a racio message vas received from Bolling Field requesting in-
formation on thcse two offlcexs. Shortly after this message a telegram came in
from Heath v1llc Va., stating that a nlane had ‘crashed and burned and both oc-
cupants were &ead. The field was™ very apnrehens1ve and immediately sont offi-
cers to 1nvest1#ate. “Shortly thercafter they sent back the 'sad .information
that Lieuts. Osterman arnd Johnson were the ones who had crashed and that their
bodies were burned beyand recégnition, -

It seems that Licuts. Osterman and Johnson werc off the1r course and tempo-
rarily lost, and-so.‘decided to find a field, land, and ascertain their where-
abouts .- They" cxrclcd 1low ‘over one field and waved to a farmer, then proceeded
to: another dgnd-were dreling it at obout 150 feet, when evidently they stalled
and fell off into a start of a spin. They crashed nose first and burst iato
flames:instantly. When found, both were in their cockpits. . -

- These two officers were high type high type young men and had gained the
respect and admiration of the waole Group in the short period they were here. 4
toast to them - "They died with their clutes on 'in line of their devoted duty.®
Words - cannot’ expross ‘the deep regret. folt by the whole Group, for the loss of
two stich flne young officers as Licuts. Osterman and Jolmston.

- ‘Lifut’ Dean’ Vance  Johnstor:, Air Reserve, .was: born December 13, 1902. He
graduated from the UnlveroitJ of Nobraska in 1925 with the degree of Bachelor of
Scieneé.” "Enlisting as'a Flying Cadet on October 18, 1927, he entered the
Prlmary Flylnb Sehool- at Brooks' Tield. with' a-spirit-and determination such as
not maﬁy men possess. ’ His- classiotes: say that the harder the job, the more
energy and determihation  Lieut. Johnson exerted 4o make it a success. His
deuntless courage-and cheerfulnéss: won him the respect: and sincere\friendship
of all his classmates and instructors. Graduating from Brooks Field in June,
1928, he. contlnued his training at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field,
where he made rany more close ‘firiends, He intended meking the Army his career,
80 upon graduatioi from Kelly Field he entered upon a :tour of active duty, ex-
pecting to take the examination for a commission-in.the Regular Army at the
first opportunity. The day he ‘grainated he was married to a San Antonio girl,
and after a honeymoon of two weels he reported at Laengley Field, Va., with his
young bride. Assigned to the '49th.Zombardment Scuadron, Licut. Johnston ilme--
diately took great interest in his work. The young couple were very happy and
made many new friends in a short . tine. . - Mrg. Johuston, broken—hearted left for
San Antonio two days after her ausoand's death, taking his remains back to her
home where he wag buried. Llout. Wolter E. Agee, a classmate of Lieut.
'Johnston's, escorted the body to San AutOFlO )

Lieut. Harry Jarnes Osterman, Air Be%crvc, was born on Noverber 29, 1903,
at MbKecSport Pa. . Leaving the Lnlversity of Pittsburgh after his second year,
he .went to Florida and was actively engaged in the real ‘estate business in

o S8t. Petersburg. ter he was ranager’ of the North and South Carolina territory

of the Kalamazoo Looseleaf Binder Corp., ‘with of flces in Charlotte, N.C. While
he .was working in this capacity hé took the cxamination for anp01ntment as a
flying cadet, passed, and entered the Primery Plylng School at Brooks Field in
Qctober, 1927 A year later he graguited from'the Advancéd Flying School at
Kelly Field. . He was very Uosular and well liked by all his classmates, being
cheerful and optlmlstlc durlng those hprd months of tralning. Upon graduating,
he had intended entering conmer01al av1ation but changed his plans at the last
moment and accepted active duty’ a8 a Reserve Officer because of the valusble
tralning and experience to be gulnod with a tactical orgarization. He joined
the Group on November 14th and, was asbipned to the 49th Bombardment Squadron.
DeSplte the short time he was w1th us; he. made manv friends and was well liked
and: respected by all who came in contact vlth him. 4 clecan living man and
#: tri&n% to .2ll mankind was Lieut Osterman The whole Service as well as the
2nd. Bombardment Group. regret the loss of such @ man, and his many friends
mourn his passing from this world. 'ILieut, Osterman was unmarried. His remains
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were taken to the home of his mother at Mbeespoft,’Pa., by Lieut. Cassius H.
Thomas.,
A very impressive memorial service was held at the Post Chapel for Lieuts.
Osterman and Johnston, Lieut.-Colonel W.K. Boyd, the Chaplain, officiating.
~==000==~

DEPARTMENT COIWMPIER PLEASED WITH INSPECTION OF FRANCE FIELD

Major-General Malin Cralg recently made his anmual tactical inspection of
France Field, Panama Canal Zone, and from all indications he seemed %0 be very
well pleased with the personnel and equipment thereat. The following letter of
commendation was received by the Commanding Officer concerning this inspection:

"Subject: Commendation as a result of Anmual Inspection.
Tos Lt. Col. A.G. Pisher, A,.C., Commanding Officer France Fleld C.Z.

1. I desire to comrmnicate to you, and through you to the members of;ydur
command, an expression of my commendation of the high standards of discipline,
morale and tralnlng that prevail in your Post, as disclosed by my inspection of
Decermber 6, 1928,

2. The general police and sanitation of the post are most creditable; the
condition of your storercoms, in the orderly arrangements of property, cleanli-.
ness, and efficient methods employed for the care and protection of supplies,
compares most favorably with that of any which has come under my observation,
and the condition of the barracks and messes, including the preparation of food,
reflects great credit upon your organization commanders. This could only have
been accomplished by wise planning and energy on your part, and intelligent and
efficient execution by your subordinates.

3. I find it is difficult to select particular individuals for spec1a1
mention, but without in any way detracting from the credit due to others, I
desire to call particular attention to the superior accomplishment of Captain
Artmr F. Simonin, as regards his organization barracks and mess, and of lst
Lieut. Don L. Hutchins on his administration of the Assembly and Repair Section
of the Panama Allr Depot.

4. A copy of -this letter will be filed by these headquarters with your
next efficiency renmort. An extract copy of this letter should be furnished by
you to Captain Arthur E. Simonin and lst Lieut. Don L. Hutchins, for enclosure
with their next Efficiency Reports.

MALIN CRAIG,
Major General, U.S. Army,
Commanding." '
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| 0-2 TRANSPORT PLANE FERRIED TO PANAMA N -

The tri-motored Fokker Transport. successfully completed its long journey
from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, by arrival at France Field, Panama, at 3:55 p.m.
Jamuary 16th. The big plane, which was niloted by Major Paul T. Bock, lst Lts.
George C. McDonald and Dwight J. Canfield, Air Corps, left Wright Field on the
morning of Jamuary 9th. A heavy fog and rain necessitated a forced landing at
Louisville, and a contimation of this weather compelled the airmen to remain at
that place for several days before they were able to resume their journey. The
flight from Iouisville to Panama was accomplished without incident, stops being
made at Miami, Tlorida; Havana, Cuba, and Managua, Nicaragua.

This long flight marked the first attempt of the Army Air Corps to ferry an
airplane from the United States to a foreign posscession. The three pilots are
on duty at France Field. The two junior officers nroceeded from their home sta-
tion to Dayton via boat and rail, secured the transport plane assigned to France
Field, and were joined on their aerial voyage by Major Bock, who was north on
leave of absence. The flight involved a distance of aporoximately 2900 miles.
No report has yet been received of the actual flying time. The successful ter-
nination of this umsual ferrying mission by the Air Corps may pave the way for
similar projects in the future. The transport plane is the same type as that
which was used in the non-stop flight from Qakland, Calif., to Honolulu, Hawaii,
ir May, 1927, by Lieuts. Maitland and Hegenberger, and in the recent successful
refueling flight of over 150 hours, *
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA HONOBS "QUESTION MARK" PILOT

‘The War Department has been informed that the Chamber of Commerce of the
State of Oklahoma memorialized the House of Representatives and the Senate of
the State of Oklahoma to pass a joint resolution "honoring and commending Capt.
Ira C. Eaker, Air Corps, United States Army, and his intrepidity and ability
evidenced as chief pilot of the United States Army Endurance Flight PQUESTION |
MARK'. The resolution continues "Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Joint
4dssembly of the Legislature of Oklahoma, the House of Representatives concurring
therein, that the State of Oklahoma extend to and does hereby transmit its
reartfelt congratulations, appreciation and best withes to Captain Ira C. Eaker
for the distinguished service he has rendered to the Army and to aviation, and
the honors he has brought to himself, his Alma Mater and the State of Oklahoma."

In addition to this resolution, the Chamber of Commerce of the State of
Cklahoms has entrusted into its hands the designing of and awarding to Captain
Eaker of the Spartan Distinguished Service Medal which is an anmual award for
the Oklahoman or Oklahomans who distinguish themselves from a national stand-
point in aviation. Captain Eaker has been informed that the Senate and the
House are preparing to receive him jointly at Oklahoma City at such time as he
conveniently can visit the city.

Captain Eaker was appointed in the Army from Oklshoma, is a citizen of
Darant, Oklahoma, and an alummus of the Southeastern State Teachers' College of
that State. : :

-—.-OOO-._— o N
LIEUT. DOOLITTLE FLIES THROUGH SNOWSTORM ",/”(

Lieut. "Jimmy" Doolittle made his appearance in the Guggenheim Fund Vought
Corsair the other afternoon at Mitchel Field, New York, in a blinding snowstorm,
having come in from Buffalo through snowstorms most of the way. The News® Letter

Correspdhdence states that James hit his destination right on the head, as 1&
usual with this sterling pilot,

e
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NEW CADETS APPOINTED FOR MARCH CLASS

Two new classes of flying cadets will spart training on March lst next at
the Primary Flying Schools of the Army Air Corps at Brooks Field, San Antonio,
Texas, and March Field, Riverside, Calif.

Of the 195 designated for the course, 90 are scheduled for assignment at
Brooks Field and 105 at March Field. Of the selected men, 16 are noncommissiou-
ed officers and privates of the Regular Army, 74 are officers or enlisted men ¢!
the National Guard, and the remaining 105 come from civil life. Two noncommis-
sioned officers and 11 privates of the men designated from the Regular Army are
now members of the Air Corps while two privates belong to the Field Artillery
and one to the Signal Corps. Approximately 20% of the 74 Calets appointed f;om
the National Guard are college graduates, while all of the 105 men designateq
from civil 1life are college graduates.

Due to the limited accommodations now available at the two Prlmary Flying
Schools, it was necessery for the Air Corps to adopt a policy with respect to
the appointment of Flying Cadets, whereby preference is given, first, to enlist-
ed men of the Air Corps, Regular Army; second, to other enlisted men of the
Regular Army; third, to officers and enlisted men of the National Guard assxgnc
to Air Corps units; feurth, to cther officers and enlisted men of the Natlﬂna*
Guard; fifth, to graduates of Air Corps Reserve Officerst Training Camps; sixi
to college graduates of Reserve Officers' Training Curps Units of other branc.c-
of the Army; seventh, to students of Air Corps Zeserve Officers' Training Corps
units who have compgleted their junior year; eighth, to graduvates of recognized
colleges and universities; ninth, to students in good standing of recognize.
universities who have completed their sophomore year; tenth, all others. ,

In the matter of the mumber of Flying Cadets appointed from the various
States, California leads with 17, the States of Texas and Washington following
~with 15 and 12, respectively. Seattle, Washington, and Washington, D.C., are
each sending five Cadets from civil llfe to the Primary Schoels, those from
the western State going to March Field and ‘those from the Capital City to Broo’
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Meld.

Air Corps enlisted men ordered to.procesed to Brooks Field and report to
the Commandant of the Primary Flying School not later than February 28th next
are -

Staff Sergeant Roy F. Bamblin, 524 School Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas.

Staff Sergeant James E. Hunton, 2lst Airship Group, Scott Field, Ill.

Private Emory D. Campbell, 99th Qbservation Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y.

Private Garrett A. Hayes, Alr Corps Detachment, Bolling ®eld, D.C.

Private John T. Foster, Air Corps Tactical School Det., Langley Field,Va.

Private Harold S. Showalter, 19th Airship Company, Langley Field, Va.

Private Curtis E. Smith, Jr., 22nd Observation Sqdn., Maxwell Field, Ala.

Private Albert L. Dillon, Alr Corps Technicel School Det., Chamate Fleld.

‘Private George V. Frieburger, 57th Service Sgufdiron, Selfridge Field, Mich,

Private Clyde R. Craver, 1lth School Group, Brooks Field, Texas.

* Private George P. Hammond, 62nd Service Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas.

Private George L. Houle, 46th School Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas.

The only enlisted man outside of the Air Corps to go to Brooks Field is
Private. Pannill Rucker, Jr., Battery B, 16th Field Artillery, Fort Myer, Va.

Enlisted men who will attend as students at the Primary Flying School at
March Fleld, commencing March lst next, are

Private Corbitt Bishop, 7th Bombardment Group Hqrs., Rockwell Field, Calif,

Private Tracy H. Dorsett, 27th Signal Service Company, Seattle, Wash,

Private Alfred C. Stiles, 10th Field .Artillery, Fort Lewis, Washington.
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NEW TYPES OF AIRPLAMES T0 BE TESTED AT WRIGHT FIELD ,

The Fokker Super Universal Monoplane, powered by a Pratt-Whitney "Wasp"
engine, was recently flown to Wright Field for examination and performance tests
to determine its suitability for photographic purposes. The airplane is now
being inspected by the various engineering branches under the Experimental
Engideering Section preparatory to performance tests.

A new Consolidated "Courier" airplane, equipped with a Wright "Wnirlwind"
engine and new type venturi cowling, recently arrived at the Materiel Division
for examination and tests. The airplane is now undergoing divisional inspec-
tion, upor completion of which performance tests will be conducted. L;///
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RESEZRVE OFFICERS REZQUIRED TO PRESENT IDENTIFICATION PAPERS

It appears that Air Corps Reserve officers have visited Army flying fields
for the purpose of making flights and were denied permission to do so because
they -did not possess the necessary 1dent1f1cation papers. Paragraoh 51, Army
Regulations 95-15, provides:

"51. IDENTIFICATION OF OFFICERS APPLYING FOR FLIGHTS.- Reserve officers
on an inactive status who make application for participation in aerial flights
in Army aircraft will be required to establish their identity with the follow-
ing documentary evidence:

a. Official identification card.

b. Certificate showing that the applicant'is a merber of the Air Corps -
Reserve in good standing.

c. Starement showirg his aeronautical rating.

d. Pilot book properly posted and attested to date showing the amount of
flying done by the officer for at least the preceding three months, :

e. Application for the documents mentioned in a, b, ¢, and d above will be
made by officers to their corps area commander, who will supply the documents
if available, or will take the necessary action to have them rnished to the
applicant. ~==~000~~-

STATUS OF THE 99th OBSERVATION SQUADRON

The new arrival among the Air Corps units at Mitchel Field, N.Y., the 99th
Observation Squadron, is now going full blast under the leadsrship of Captain
Francis M. Brady. Several officers have already been assigned to the new organ-
ization, among them being lst Lieut. Paul E. Prentiss, and several of the newly
arrived 2nd Lieutenants from Kelly Field. The organization is quartered in the
0ld barracks of the 6lst Service Squadron, vacated by the latter outfit when
they moved into their new brick guarters.
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The recent achievement of the Army Air Corps in smashing all endurance
records for both h€rvier-than-air and lighter-than-eir craft through the re-
fueling flight of the tri-motorcd Fokker Transport "Question Mark", has occa-
sioned considerabvle editorial comment by the Press of the country. Most of
these editorials vision the rapid rise of commercial aviation in the near
future snd touch on the possibility of & non-stop world flight through the
-refuecling process.

The New York TIMES states that:”

"The new year has begun with an achievement in aviation that tempts one
to predict a year of prodigies in 1929. The "Question Mark" has been answered
with a chorus of plaudits and forecests by experts. When the name of that
airplane is mentioned, everybody will recall the exploit of the five Army of-
ficers who stayed up in the air for six and a quarter days and traveled more
than 11,000 miles. The United States has once more shown the way. Our Army
men have often made records in the 2ir for skill and endurance. What does not
aviation owe to them?"

Pointing out thaet America now has achieved the greatest air victory in
the history of aviation, the Cincinnati ENQUIRER asserts that:

"The wonderful performance of the Army monoplane Question Mark has won
the interest not only of the man in the street but that of the world of science
in an unusual degree. New aerial problems have been demonstrated snd solved;
every world record has been shattered; the endurance of men and mechanism takes
on extended limitations. {gbe flight and feats of the Question Mark open up
strange vistas of imaginative speculation. It now becomes a ‘'question mark' as
to what possibilities in %ﬁfvier—than—air navigation remain to defy the genius,
‘courage and skill of men."

The New York EVENING POST .states that a new chapter in the hlstory of
aviation has been made by the endurance flight and that no more convincing
proof of the reliability of airplane engines could be offered than the spectacle
of this plane flying on hour after hour. [ It sees no justification, however,
for comparing the record of the Question Mark with those of heavier-than-air or
lighter-than-air machines which have not been refucled and remarks that when
airplanes regularly cross the ocean or circle the globe they will have to do so
under their own power and on the fuel with which they set out. . In conclusion,

NEWSPAPER EDITORIAL COMMENT 0¥ ENDURANCE FLIGH

it ¢

&ﬁ?ﬂe believe that this day will arrive, The flight of the Question Mark
has brought that day nearer, not because it has stayed in the air longer than
has any other plane but because it has demonstrated that airplane motors may
be made so thoroughly reliable that planes can fly for an almost indefinite _
time once they are built to carry the fuel necessary to sustain such fllghts_ik

Asserting that the flight developed into a comparative test of the en-
durance of the men and the endurance of the machine, with the men coming down
with the laurels of victory, the Cleveland PLAIY DFALER states that the five
men of the Question Mark merit all the congratulations they are receiving.

"Their achievement was more important than a mere stunt. It has been a
great benefit to commercial aviation, a greater practical benefit than the
picturesque and risky adventures of the ocean flyers."

"The flight was a wonderful achievement for the human orgesnism!, says the
Chicago NEWS, and after speculating on the future posclollities for transcon-
tinental and transoceanic flights, concludes with the statement:

"But no new triumph for man or machine in the art of aviation causes much
astonishment among the experts who realize how grest are the yet undiscovered
possibilities of mechanical flying,"

According to the Buffalo EXPRESS:

"When airplane motors run continuously for nearly seven days under all
conditions of flight one is forced to realize that inventors and engineers
have given the airplane an amazing degree of airworthiness. g%gfore long the
airman's dream of & non-stop flight around the world may become a reality."

The Washington STAR considers the flight of the Question Mark as an impe-
tus to a project for a non-stop trip around the world,

The Omaha BEE, after pointing out that a remarkable feature of the per-
formance is that it was the machine that cracked end not the men goes on to
say that several things have been determined by the experiment., One is the
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tractical success of refueling alrplanes while in flight This had been done
tefore but never on the scale here precposed. TWhat farther and greater flights
this makes possible is beyond conjuncture. TFor immediste application it will
make non-stop transcontinental flights comparatively simple. If food and fuel

nan te takén on while flying, mail and freight may be loaded and dlseharged

alas. The possibilities in this way may be greatly extended.

Predicting that the brilliant exploit will have the sure effect of deepen—
ire popula,r confidence in the element of safety in air travel, .and particularly
in *he cgnstantly increasing efficiency und reliability of airplane mechanlsm‘
the Yyramise HERALD states that:

“'nis record ‘oreaking trial of the Army a1rp1ane must be viewed ‘as & tre-
nendous advertisément of fhe utility cf air transportation, not alone for the
service ¢f passengers who &re ready to take the rigk, but in a much larger
measure for the rapid carriage of 11ght ard valuahle merchandise . " ”

‘he OWIO STATE JOURNAL states that: '

“te demonstrated ability of a crew of five men %o keep a plane in the
~air for shat long period of time is valuable, and the time test of the motors
is of "he uighest mechenicel impertance. * * As the test affected mem and ma-
chine, the erdirence trial brought rich resilts, providing valuable informa~
tion in a field where only a few tests had Leern made and where additicnal imow-
ledge was needed for the future. It is to. the credit of the Army flyers that

hey plarred the endurance test and cerried it to a successful conclusion:
[é%fy had tre vision to see, the -ability to plen, the courage to.undertalke and
the skill to accomplish. They have served the nation well and have won worl 4

credit for their branch of the servicel * * * Thus far men has constructed fir.

‘motors, but they have their limitatidns, and the results at Los Angeles have
indicated about where that limit is to be found. .But the limit of the flyersg!
courdge and skill remains tc be determined."

in the opinion of the Alvany EVENING NEWS, whlle the fllght may have. nc
marked immediate benefit, it does show the further p0551b111t1es of aviatlon
and it gives more and more confldenﬂe in flying. .

- "The feat of MaJjor Spatz and his four companions. was not a 'stunt! ,"says
the Detroit FREE PRESS, and it goes on to say:

"The engines with which their plane was equlpped were the same make as
those which took Colonel Lindbergh and other American flyers across the Atlan-
tic; and one of the purposes of this teést was to discover just how long they
would function. Other purposes concerned the practicability of refueling
planes in the air and the reaction of the personnel to prolenged exposure amo:

-the clouds. Valuable facts have been learned from the flight which can be
- put to zood use in both military and civil aviation."

The Indianapolis STAR nbserves that:

" "The readiness with which the human mechanism adapts itself to conditiong
has been deomonstated by the crew of the Question Mark. The motors had roared
steadily more than six days and the flyers had taken their rest to the accom-.
panyment of that terrific din."

The comment of the Richmond NEWS-ILEADFR is along the same - 11ne agreeing
that:

A man who has to listen for days to the unbroken roar of a1rp1ane motory
is entitled to all the distinction he gets by breaking a record."

Declaring that the Army and its Fokker monoplane have registered a per-
formance that five years ago WOuld have seemed a miracle, the Kansas City ST
asserts that the - - :

"Question Merk has demonstrated two things - the uncanny mechanical per-
fection of the modern aviation engine and the accuracy »f control of planes i:
the air that made the repeated refuelings possible.. Consider the ingenuity
and precision embodied in motors that can run at high speed for a week W1thqu’
stopping. Consider, too, the skill of the pilots and the reliability of con=
trols that permit one plane to fly for minutes at a time immediately over ap-
othér plane with speed so delicately adjusted that a gasoline flowline:is not
disturbed, Now we may look forward to the day when en airplane may circle the
globe without stopping - although such a performance would be rather in the:
nature of a stunt than of practical value. The real importance of the voyage
of the Question Mark, for the present at least, must be indemonstrating in
spectacular fashion the advance toward absolute reliability of the modern alz
plane and the possibility of speeding up long distance flights under heavy
loads through refueling while in the air."
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"What secms to interest aeronaut1cal ‘mén eSpecially“ observes the .
Kalamezoo .GAZETTE, :

. "Is the fact that the Question Mark was refueled 37 times during the .
long grind. Yot only gasoline, ‘but oil; food and all manner of ‘supplies were
carried up to the roarlng monoplane end transferred w1thout the sllghtest
mishap."

%eliev1ng tqrt the 150~hour fllght of the Question Mark viewed from- any

‘angle, ranks as one of the greategt achievements in. av1atlon hlstory, the

Philadelphia PUBLIC~IEDGER points out that: -

"The outstanding feature of this achievement 1s, of course its demon—
stration that refueling and the transfer of supplies to an airplane, from an-
other craft. are practicable while both are flying under-virtually every con-
dition that aviation encouters. | Scarcely less significant. is its proof that
human endurance is greater than that of motors. The results of its flight and
of subsequent examinations:of -equipment:should lead to the:elimination of motor
weaknesses which forced the Question Mark down, and thus: made still greater
records possiblezl Aviation in America is greatly indetted to the Army flyers,
whose other notable achievements,: including the Round-the-World Flight, the
Hawaiian, Scuth American and Dawn to Dusk Flights and the Model Airway from
which the Air Mail developed. The addition to this list of the remarkable
performance of the Question Mark and its crew of five marks another great con-
tribution whieh not conly promises to tenefit aviation as an industry but should
increase public interest and confidence in aeronautics." - -

The Lexington LEADER contends that one of the spectacular features of - the

" flight, aside from the refueling, was the work of the mechanics who made all

repairs in flight, who changed Spark plugs, stopped the propeller of one of
the motors and repalred it, and have gone about their tasks in a routine man-

-ner and with as much indifference as thouzh under the roof of a garage.

The CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR recclls the records made by the early air—
plane less than 25 years ago, cites several. present day records and winds up
by saying:

"Just think and marvel." :

"Aviation today ig making its debut in the world as an arm of commerce,
as a new and faster means of transportztion. The successful accomplishment
of record undertakings such as that of the Question Mark serves the valuable
purpose of bringing forcefully to public attention the remarkable state of
perfection of the modern airplane and ‘its engine; for who would nct be willing
to travel in a vehicle of the proved reliability of the three engined Army
Air Transport?.* * * Henry Ford recently said that what aviation needs most
today is motors. Thus, remarkable as was the performance of the Question Msrk,
before we can look for great reductions in the cost of flying and the fares
charged for air transportation, there will have to te better motors still,
Then will aviation compete more closely with the railroad and the steamship."

The Montgomery ADVERTTSER believes that:

"In time it is not unlikely that it will be a common practice to refuel

;flanes in flight on commercial lines,"

Recognizing the superioritJ of the human element the.Chattanooga TIMES
asserts that: -

"Machinery has been driven to its limits. ,Frictlon, strain, vibration
and the heat of exploding gas had done. their work.  The flight was_over, with
man still’ tthe master of the thing he had created. But what a record has been
achieved! And what vistas of 1mag1nat1ve speculation the achievement opens
upl. 1

The Indianapolis NEWS stat€s that the Air Corps completed an experiment
which adds much to its reputation as a pioneer in extending the field of air-
plane usefulness and that it has brought new possibilities to military and
comrercial aviation.

- "The aerial tanker soom may become a familiar sight", says the San Antonio

, EXPRESS,

M"And other devices also may be employed to supply planes with fuel while

“-in flight "

"The achievement of the Questlon Mark®, according to the Charlotte
OBSERVER,

"Was a distinct and valuaole contribution to the cause of aviation and not
in the same class with some suicidal attempts that have been made in the last
year to do impossible stunts that would Lave been of little or no value to
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mankind even if they had been’ guccégsful 8 - - - e

Making the observation that no human being hed ever before remeined aloft
so long, whether in an airplene or a dirigidle or, so far as known, in a free
balloon, the St. Louls GLOBE DEMOCRAT 'says that the possibilit1es this demon—
stration opened are accurately outlined.

"With aerial 'filling stations' at convenient distances, flight can be
almost indefinitely extended on ocean as well as on land, for refueling planes
can rise from plene cerrying ships, Descents for gas cen be minimized, which
relatively are often more costly than stops by railroad trains. Planes cen fly

* with a minimuh supply of gas, to be replenished later, and so carry grester
regggquloads." : ‘

"It was not so much than a plane, the work of man, stayed in the air more
than seven days without ever touching wheels to earth or even approaching the
ground," remarks the Harrisburg TEILEGRAPH, = =

"But the human skill and ingenuity could so COntrive and Operate a mach1ne
that would perform with the perfection of the Question Mark "

‘ The Youngstown VINDICAWOR says:

"It was a flight every American can be proud of . - Several days ago the

Germans, whose record Major Spatz and his men set out to beat, spoke of the

achievement as !'stupendous!, and there is no question that the courage and en-

durance required for such a feat ‘sets a new standard for all the flyers'
countrymen."

"These Americen pilots and American motors have achieved results which re-
‘dound to the advantage of aeronautics in an inSplratlonal way", is how the

" Trenton EVENING TINES puts it. .

According to the Cincinnati TIMES-STAR, ‘

"What this epbch making test seems to demonstrate is the possib111ty of
sustained non-stop flights clear about the earth provided  subsidiary, gasoline
freighted maC1ines are in readiness at proper intervals. It would take long
planning and elaborate equlpment to assure such a venture. ' Yet it may be
attempted." :

In the opinion of the Birmingham NEWS,

WIf there were fuel ships scattered through the Atlantic and Pacific carry-
ing tons of gas to supply planes, these convenient deep sea filling stations
would cause transoceanic air tourlng to increase by leaps and bounds.M

The Providence JOURNAL points out -

"That. the successful test has stimulated at least two announcements of
proposed non-stop around-the-world flights with the refueling of the planes in
. the air. The flight is considered fair proof of the possibillties of the air-

: plane for long distance overland flights.!
i / _Phe Flint DAILY JOURNAL sees in the flight of the Questlon Mark several
[fﬁture possibilities, viz: '
" In military use planes can go aloft with large csrgoes of bombs and
\{ small gasoline supply, the pilots depending on refueling in the-air. In com-
mercial flying greater cergoes can be carried and sfops can be eliminated.”

"The flight of the Question Mark proved eenslusively that it is practicable
/. and comparatively eassy to refuel airplanes in fligshtY, says the Washington POST.
/ , "It will not be long before the. crude refueling system by .which it was
| . kept 2loft will have been refined, and then such projects as a non-stop flight
~ around the world will be practicable. It is not likely, of course, that there
- will ever be need for such a flight, but refueling and transfer of supplies in
flight will make possible the carrying of greater pay loads, cut the time of
long distance flights end lengthen the life of planeé by decreasing the wear
_imposed by frequent take-offs. It is in conmnection with saving time and increas- -
ing pay loads thet refueling will be of immortance.!
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'CONGRATULATIONS TO CAPTAIN L.D. SEYMOUR

The News Letter notes with pleasure that Ceptain Lester D. Seymour, férmer-
ly Chief Bngineer and Assistant General Manager of the National Air Transport,
Chicago, has been advanced to fill the position of General Manager vacated by
Colonel Paul HEnderson, who continues with the Company as active Vice President.

- Captain Seymour, Air Corps Reserve, a graduate of Syracuse University, en-
listed in the Air Corps during the war and served as aircraft maintenance offi-
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‘cer overseas, Upon his return to the United Ststes he was honorably-discharged
from the service, upon his own request, but remained with the Air Corps in the
capacity of civilian aeronautical engineer in the Information Division until
he accepted a position as Chief Engineer of the N~otional Air Transport. Capt..
Seymour's pet hobby was that of devising new radio circuits, in the days before
the advent of the electric set and the screen grid tube, and several of them
were particularly good. We suppose he hag no time now for winding coils and
soldering buss ber Joints.

Our best wishes are extended to Capt. Seymour in his new position and we
hope the National Air Transport under his mangcment will enjoy an uninterrupted
era of prosperity.

=000 ==

COLCMGIAN GOVERRMENT THANKS THE AIR CORYS

Lieut. Jenjamin Mendez, of the Colombian Air Force, left France Field,
Panama Canal Zone, for his home field on December 27th last, after having been
delayed at this ficld for three weeks, during vhich time his plane, a Falcon
single nmontoon seaplane, was given a comlete overhaul. The damaged fuselage,
wings and pontoon were repaired, the motor completely overhauled and the plane
assembled and tested., When Lieut. Mendez left France Field the plane was in
excellent condition. The following telegram was received from the Colombian
Government upon Lieut. Mendez' arrival at his home station:

"Minister of War sincerely apnreciates information of accident suffered
by Lieutenant Mendez in that vort and thanks you for your generous ass1stance
and recention also nr1v1lege of France Field."

===000=—~

FRANCE FIELD PISTOL TEAM WINS FIRST HONORS

The France Field Pistol Team, consisting of 1lst Lieut. H.G. Crocker, A.C.,
Master Sergeants S.I. Sorenson, F.D. Haney, W.D. Iucy, Staff Sergeant L,
ILeoquatra and frivate S. Sislock, competed in the Panoma Canal Department Small
Arms Competition at Fort Clayton, C.Z., during the period December 17th to 21st,
inclusive, and returnced to their statioa with the Lonors, having taken first
place in the team match and two gold medals for individuwals, The team average

was 461.6.
=== 00Qm=— L///f

NEZW COMSING FLANE FOr AIR CORPS v

The &ir Corps accented delivery of the first of a new series of 35 bombing
planes manufactured by the Xeystone Alrcraft Corporation of Iristol, Pa. This
Imge craft is powered with twin Pratt & Whitmey "Hornet" engines of 525 h.p.
each. The "Panther," as it is called, has a winrg spread of 75 feet and carries
a load of 2200 1bs. It is eminped with five machine guns for protection
against enemy planes and is manned by a crew of five men. The most recent de-
velopment in armament equipment is one of the outstanditie features of this new
“m»lane, It is also equipned with radio recsiving and sending sets, navigating
and landing lights, parachute flares and the latest type of navigating instru-

ments. The craft veighs 63 tons and has a high specd of about 125 m.p.h. It can
remain aloft for more than six hours st & epsed of more tnan 100 miles an hour.
e O Q0 e .

CALIFQRNIA EXECUTIVE COMMERDS AIR CORPS FLYERS

Governor C.C. Young, of California, recontly addressed a communication to
the Commanding Officer of Crissy Field, rresidio of San Francisco, Calif., com-
mending the services of ILieut, Jos. 2. Hargrove, Air Reserve, who flew over the
mountains north of Clear Iake to discover the whereabouts of four students from
the University of California who were lost in the snow. The letter is as
follows:

"Please accept my sincere thanks and ﬂpprec:ation for the splendid coopera~
tion rendered in locating the twm missing courles in the mountains of Lake
County. I have just learned this‘morning that they have Leen found, a little
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hungry, but otherwise none the worse for wear from sheir exverience.

I also learned that it was due chiefly to the efforts of Lieut, Hargrove,
who pilotcd one of the two Army planes yesterday, that their trail was discover-
ed vhich specdily lecd to their beln@ found.

The promptuess with vhich you resnonded to my roquest for help very pro—
bably saved the lives of tzesbvyounh poonle, and I besncak the gratitude of their
many friends and relatives for the invaluable service rendercd by your pilots."

~~=000~~-

AOCKWELJ FIELD'S PART IN THE FLIGHT OF THE "QUESTION MATRK".
2y the News Letter Correspondent L///

Once again Rockwell Field comes into its own, and on New Year's Day, 1929;
in fact, a few days nrior to it, were the bLusiest the field has known since the
cessation of war activities. The holiday season ~ Christmas and Hew Year - was
observed by the officers, enlisted persornel and civilian personnel of the
Rockwell Air Depot in carrying out meny duties incident to the endurance-
refueling flight of the Cuestion Marlz., Working day and night, the mechanics of
the Rockwell Air Depot wut the finishing touches to the plane and motors. The
take-off was on New Year's day at the Metropolitan Airport, Van Muys, Calif.

For the purpose of minor repairs to the motors during the flight, "cat-
walks" were built to the two wing motors, and on these "cat-walks" Sergeant
Hooe was scheduled to go in the event of motor trouble. 1In casc of a stop, it
was planned to nose up the plare to slow down the propeller of the engine which
was nmis-performing and throw a heavy rubber shod hook around the nropeller to
hold it still. Sergeant Hooe was to wear a parachute and lineman's safety belt,
go out to the motor, hook on to it with his belt so that he could use both hands
to work with, and replace snar?'vlugs, valve springs, or anything else which
might be necessary. A svpecial tool it was also carricd in the Question Mark
for mid-air renairs only. In addition to the atove, weny other repairs and
changes were made to the plane, as-well as to the refuellng wlanes, to insure
the projeet being carried out successfully.

A hot New Year's day dinner was trensferred to lajor Spatz and his crew
of the Foklkzer Transvnort. Ground-crews and refueling tcams stood by at the
three stations. ' ' .

A more fitting way to obsérve the beginning of a Wew Year could not be
devised, The success of the Question Mark means another undisputed honor for
the Air Corps of the United Siates Army. ‘

~—=000—=~

AIR TRAINING FOR WEST FOINT GCADETS - L//// <?ﬁ§?i"

Tentative plans of the Air Corps contemplate the use of five primary train-
ing planes with ten instructors from the Air Corps Trainirg Center, Duncan T*"1615.
Texas, for the purpose of giving 250 Cadets of the United States Military
Academy training at Langley Field, Ve., from June 17 to July 3, 1929, inclusive.
Other airplanes from nearby stations will be available to assist in this work.

The class will be divided into three sections of approximately 80 Cadets
per section. It is proposed to give each cadet three hours of serial instruc-
tion. : ’

~=-000~~~

CIVIL AVIATION I ENGLAND

Sir Phillip Sassoon, Iritish Uuder Secretary for Air, recently reported
that the number of passenger airplanes which have current certificates of air-
worthiness, are owned by Jritlsq commanies and are operated in or from Great
Britain on air transport work, texi work or pleasure flights, is 52. He fur-
ther stated that 109,569 passengers were reported as carried by these companies
in England or between England and the continent in 1927, the average for three
years being 95,316, There are in Zngland 85 licensed civil airdromes and, in
addition, 43 Royal Air Force alrdromes available in an emergency.

~==000=—=

)
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS
. —-~00p---

- ‘Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., Dec.6,.1928.

Flight "B", 2nd Observation SQuadron: Practice bombing was the main issue
for the past month with reference to the Tactical Treining Schedule of 1928-29.
Staff Sgts. Wedeman and King claim to be the most accurate aerial score keepers
in the Air Corps. From past experience, they should be.

DH No. 32093 just went through the mill and came out looking like a new
limousine. ©She was remodeled to enter the field of tow target ferrying.

Hess, the golfer, is right on the job. He made the circuit last week in
120 strokes. Think it was the fault of his "Shorts". They exposed too much
freckled knee.

Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: Capt. Charles A. Pursley made his first
cross-country flight to neighboring islands since his arrival in the Philippines.
He flew a Martin Bomber to the Mindoro Sugar Plantation, San Jose. He reports
a very interesting flight and week end visit. During this trip, Capt.Pursley
used four modes of transportation, namely: Airplane, motor car, rallroad and
horseback. On the next trip he expects to ride a carq%ao.

The purchase of a new Columbia Vivi-tonal phonograph and sixteen wicker
chairs tends to liven up our day room and will be another reason "Why Boys
Stay Home",

Pvt. A.F.Long, popularly known as "Pop" wgs discharged last week. Of
course, he re-enlisted the next day, for the outfit could not afford to lose
their most popular cook.

Sgt. Richard Gleason arrived this week on the "Meigs" as replacement for

‘Sgt. Worth.

The Headquarters Mess had a very successful Thanksgiving dinner with
several officers, non-coms. and their families attending.

Pvt. Kerr was relieved from his duties in the Camp Nichols Post Exchange.
He will take the examination soon for a commission in the Regular Arfy.

Pvt. Ursin Leche, recently discharged from the Medical Corps at Sternberg
General Hospital, re-enlisted in the Air Corps.

66th Service Squadron: Staff Sgt. Jasper E. Lindsey was on furlough the
past month viewing the sights of China and Japan.

Staff Sgt. George S. Lane has been detailed to Camp John Hay as Mess

' Sergeant for the next six months.

Clark Field, Cemp Stotsenburg, P.I., Dec. 6,1928:

2nd Observation Squadron: Communications practice with Fort McKinley,
continued throughout the month of November, varied with Army-Navy Communication=:
problems, cross-country flights and special missions.

Brig.-General Hatch, commanding the Harbor Defenses, made his first air-
plane flight from this station during the month, The General expressed his
enjoyment and gives promise of becoming an enthusiast.

The Navy planes attached to the "Jason", with station at Olongopo, threw
a party for officers from this setation early in November. We went by air apd
can make no criticism of the welcome afforded - barbecued pig and what goes
with it. Oh Boy! 'Bailerinas and everything!

The fun of the month was concentrated in the 2nd Annual Kindley Kids Xar-
nival, held Thanksgiving eve at the Corregidor Club. All the lads, lassies
and infants in arms (with their nursing bottles) attended. We had the Ambas-
sador Orchestra from one of the President boats, and those boys could play.

Our Thanksgiving celebration was combined with Organization Day. Zvery
one attended the noonday feast and no one left hungry. In the afternoon the
squadron gathered at the patio, where an orchestra and San Miguel combined to
furnish entertainment. '

This squadron claims the honor of being the first to meet Capt. Cave-
Brown-Cave and the rest of the British Far Eastern Flight when they arrived
from Hong Kong. Manila was thrown wide open to them and their week with us
in the Islands was filled with activities. The officers of the 4th Composite
Group, Air Corps, gave a luncheon for the British Flyers at the Army & Navy
Club, November 10th.

- 44 - V-5859,4.C.



Our fleet, until now consisting of the “dar jorie" and the "QOsprey", has
beern agmented. Lieut. Davldson purchased a banca. It has everythineg in it
but the squadron stove. We are still awaiting the launching. '

We lost Sgt. Major Krogstad during the month by transfer to the 28%th Bom-
bardment Squadron. Cpl. Gibbs has stepped into his shoes.

Athletics have come so far to the front that they are going to warrant
-lots of space in the next ¥ews Letter,

Oh, Yes - the typhoon. We had a real one in November and portions of roof-
ing, chimneys, screening, etc., sailed out over the China Sea, But it was a lo%
of fumn.

cnd Bombardment Group, Lengley Field, Va., January 14th.

This month the Group has suffered severe losses in its officer personnel,
both by deaths and transfers, - a most unlucky beginning for the new year.,

Lieut. Ward J, Davies, of the 20th Bombardment Squadron, departed with his
family for Relly Field, last week. He will take the instructors! course and
then proceed to March Field, Cal., reporting on the Sth of March. "Good-bye,
Skipper, and good luck". '

Lieut. Dale D. Figher, 96th Bombardment Squadron, alsc left us last week
for Kelly Field, but he, too, departed with a "family', However, his family
consisted of only one, his young bride, formerly Miss Frances Major, of Wash-
ington. The young couple were married in Washington during the Christmes
Holidays. Best wishes to the bride and groom from the entire Group. “Heppy
landings, Dale, and remember Dodd Hall Days!™

Lieut. Oscar P. Hebert,A.C,, 96th Bombardwent Squadron, was discharged
from the service on December 26,1928,

Orders came in'the other day for the transfer of Capt. Ernest Clark,A.C.,
commanding officer of the 539th Service Squadron to Bolling Field, effective
March 5th. TFive officers gone in two weeks'! time! At this rate the non-coms
of the Group will have to be prepared to take command.

Seven of our LB-5As are still out of commission awaiting their new talls,
80 the Group is still flying O-lls, A-3s and AT-5s borrowed from the A.C.T.S.
However, two LB-5As have been returned and are being flown te the limit.

San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Sen Antoirio, Texas, Jan.4,1929.

The annual Christmas Entertalnment at the San Antonio Air Depot, for the
children under ten years old of the Duncan Field Personnel, was held in the Post
Recreational Hall, under the auspices of the Duncan Field Civilian Club, on
Saturday afternoon, December 22nd. True to his regular custom, Santa Claus
paid us a special visit by airplane for this occasion, and this Christmas he -
added another modern tcuch by floating down from the skies in-a parachute.
Purthermore, as this was the first parachute jump made by Lieut. Norman D.
Brophy (we mean Santa Claus), & memorable thrill was given to the festivities.
Santa came down neatly, with the nonchalance of an old hand at the game and
found 400 children breathlessly awaiting him. Capt. Otto G. Trunk made a very
Jolly and efficient double for Santa at the Christmas tree, with snow white
whiskers and hair, toppei by helmet and goggles (although to the children, of
course, it was the same Santa); and there were delightful presents and candy
for all the 1little ones.

The New Years' Holiday p&s%éd gquietly at this Post. On New Year's Day
Lieut.~Colonel and Mrs. Mars were at home to the officers and ladies of the
Depot from 11:00 o'clock to 12:00 noon.

Notification was received of the promotion of 1lst Lieut. Frederic B.
Wieners,A.C,, of this Depot, to the grade of Captain, A.C., with rank from
November 17, 1928. The congratulations of the personnel of this Depot are
extended to him. '

. On January 1st, Capt. Lewis B. Massie, Quartermaster Gorps, who has been
at his home awaiting retirement since Sept. lst, was retired from active ger-
vice, at San Antonio, upon his own application, after more than thirty years'
service. Capt. Massie is residing at the present time in San #ntonio, andé has
the sincere wishes of his glany friends in this vicinity in his well earned
retirement.
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Rockwell’Ffeld Cbronado cal., Jan. 3rd.

~ The 95th Pursuit Squadron, 1llth Bombardment Squadron and Headqgarters :
7th Bombardment Group, observed their first Christmas at Rockwell Field. Elab- .
orate turkey dinners, with all the trimmings, were served in the squadron mess
halls, at which the officers and their families were guests. Following the
feasts varied forms of entertainment Wwere presented.. :

To a great many of the men, Christmas without snow, was a d1st1nct novelty.
However, that mythical bewhiskered gentleman “"Sarnta Claus" must have swapped '
his reindeer and sleigh for more "California" methods of transportation, be-
cause no one on Rockwell Field was forgotten when the gifts were distributed.
The enlisted men were not dismayed hy the lack of fire places - "G.I." socks
by the dozens decorated the gas heaters in the tents, -and the owners were not
disepoointed when they rolled out long before revielle on Christmas morning.

' Six applicants appeared at Rockwell Field, December 17-22, 1928, and were
examined by the Board authorized to conduct examinations for appointment in
the Regular Army, Air Corps. The applicants who took the examination were
second Lieutenants, Air Covrps Reserve, on a yecarts active duty at Rockwell Field
. Eleven applicants appeared at Rockwell Field, Dec 11, 11928, for examina-
tion as appointment as Flying Cadet. -

Mr. Victor J, Myers, of the San Antonio Air Depot reported ‘at Rockwell
Air Depot, during December, for purpose¢ of instructing per30nnel at the Depot
in methods used at San Antonio Depot 1n overhaullng erght Type "EY engine-
cylinders. :

Lieut. Francis B. Valentine, A1r Corps, Post Athletic off1cer, left this
station, December 22, 1928, -for four months' temporary . duty at erght Field
Ohio,. for purpose of pursuing course in aerial navigation.

War Department orders were received assigning lst Lleut Charles E.
Stafford Quartermaster Corps, to Rockwell TField, as A331stant to the Post
Quartermaster, Capt. Hunker.

.Lieut. and Mrs. John K. Nissley, announce the arr1val of a daughter
Beverly, on December 29, 1928, at Coronado, Cal.

kelly Fleld San Antonio, Texas, January‘leth

General Ttalo Balbo, the Under Secretary of State. for A1r of the Italian
Government, with his staff, visited Kelly Field on December 28th. All avail-
able alrplanes were on the line for inspection. The General was very much -
interested in the training system of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School.

‘The elusive ‘wild game about these parts is being rapidly thinned out, due
to the expert merkmanship of the Kelly officers. Deer have been brought in
by Major and Mrs. Tinker (one buck, but there is still some argument. as to
which shot proved fatal), Captain McDaniel, Captain Jervey, Lieuts. Weyland, -
Smith and Thompson. Turkeys and wild ducks have been brought in in great
numbers by others. ‘

The Air Corps Women's Club gave a cabaret at the Av1at1on Club on the
evening of December 7th. The entertainment started at 8:00 P.M. and consisted
of maty numbers of well performed local taslent. The Club was beautifully dec-
orated with Spanish moss, streamers and balloons. A stage was constructed at
one end ¢f the room and was decorated with flowers and greens. A black curtain,
painted in blue to resentle a sky scene, added to the color of the setting.
Tables were arranged about the hall where many dinner parties were gathered.
The club resembled the interior of a New York night club. Dancing was enjoyed

. between the acts. ’

Lieut. Westeide T. Larson, A.C., left December 23rd for the east to ferry
a new Fokker transport to Kelly Fleld

‘Lieut. Harold A. Wheaton, A.C., reported for duty at Kelly Field from
Langley Field on January 3d.

~ Lieuts. Thomas W. Blackburn and John M. McDonnell received orders for
transfer to the Phlllpolne Denartment to sa11 from San Franc1sco on or about
March 9, 1929. :

- Although Kelly: Fleid did not win the Army League football champlonship,
it placed four'men on the All—Army Football League Team, The men from Kelly
Field selected for this team were: Biginskiy, left guard, Hollowell, center;
Mulynzak, quarterback; and McKinney; left back. The Kelly team made a wonder-~
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ful showing this year, losing but two games ~ one to Brooks Field and the other
to the champion 23rd Infantry, holding the latter to a 7-6 score. A great deal
of credit is due Lieut. Pat Booker, team coach. With nothing but new material
-to work on, he whipped the team into such shepe that it was at all times a dan-
gerous opponent. This year it proved a strong contender for the championship,
but with the same team next year, it .is belleved that the championship of the
Army League will come to Kelly Field.

Lieut. Harold S. George, A.C., spent a few days at Kelly Field’ recently as
the guest of Lieut. B.S. Thompson, A cC. .

Lieut. William §. Gravely, A.C., for the~past two weeks enjoyed the dis-
- tinction of being the ranking first lieutenant on the promotion list of the
Army. However, he has lost this distinction and is now the "goat! Captain.

Maxwell FieldL*Mootgomery, Ala., January 15th,.

The 22nd observation'Squadron, Fourth Photo Section, with Medical Detach-
ment, less necessary guard and details, departed on December 3rd in trucks with
full equipment on the anncal field maneuvers. Camp was pitched on the banks

of the Coosa River, seven miles east of Verbena, Ala. The troops returned from \

the maneuvers on the 8th.

Lieuts. N.L. Cote and Reuben Kyle Jr., departed on December 13th in two
02-Hs for -New Orleans, La., for the purpose of ferrying Col. Williams and Maj.
B. Molter, of the Reserves, over the State of Lousiana, in connection with
Reserve Officers' Association activities.

On Dec. 19th, Major Carl. Spatz A .C., and Capt. Ira Baker, A.C., landed
in the "QUESTION MARK" Army airplane, whlch started its famous endurance test
on the Pacific Coast on the first of the year. Capt. Hoyt and Lieut. Quesada,
who were in the refueling plane accompanying the "QUESTION MARK" on this trip,
also stopped en route.

Lieut. Leonard Flo, of the Reserves, landed at Maxwell Field on Dec. 19th
from Jacksonville, Fla., en route to Little Rock, Ark. He was on his return
trip from southern Florida to his home in Ann Arbor, Mich. He was forced to

land in Florida on his attempted non-stop flight from Canada, to Cuba.
' Lieuts. Byron A. Glover and Lindsay M. Baswell, Air Reserve, on a yearts
active duty at Maxwell Field, spent Christmas in their home at Atlanta, Ga.

- Lieuts. N.L. Cote and Reuben Kyle, Jr., spent the Christmas holidays with
friends and relatives in Columbus, Ga. :

On the afternoon of Christmas Eve all children of the officers, enlisted
men and civilian employees were entertained at the Officers! Club with a
Christmas tree, Santa Claus distributing presents to all the kiddies. 1In the
evening the officers snd their wives had Christmas Eve Dinner at the Officers!
Club. After dinner those present were entertsined by & minstrel, composed of
Capt. Donald P. Muse, Capt. R.J. Platt, Lieuts. R.C. Wriston, M.C. Woodbury and
W.H. McArthur, with musical accompaniments by Mrs. W.R. Weaver and Mrs. D.P.
Muse., After the show, everybody gathered around the Christmas tree and pres-
ents were distributed by Capt. Platt. Christmas afternoon, Major and Mrs. W.R.
Weaver had open house and served tea to the officers and their wives calling
during the afternoon.

San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, San AntoniQJ_Texas,,January'16, 1929.

" Lieut. Alfred J. Lyon, A.C., of the Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright
Field, was a visitor at this Depot from January 5th to 15th, on temporary duty
supervising the initial operation of the new.electrical heat treating furnace
recently installed at this Depot. He left here for the Rockwell Air Depot on
the same mission. ‘ '

Lieut. Harry Weddington,A.C., on duty with the Organized Reserves at Love
Field, Dallas, Texas, paid a visit to this Depot on January 7th, accomnanied
by Lieut. Arthur J. Reinhart, Air Reserve, on active duty at Love Field. In
civilian life, Lieut. Reinhart is Street Commissioner of the Dallas Munlcipal
Government, and is an enthusiastic worker in the csuse of aviatlon.i

Among the recent visitors to this Depot were Lieut. Myron R. Wood, A, C
of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, and Lieuts. Bushrod Hopoin and
Louis M. Merrick, of Bolling Field, accompanied by Captain Malcolm G. Grow,M.C.
of the Fairfield Air Depot, and Sgt. Pail Payne, of Bolling Field, delivering
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one of the new Fokker G-2-A three engined jobs on a 8sast-to-Cnast fligzht from
_the factory in New Jersey to Rockwell Field, Cel. 'The plane was piloted by
Lieut. Merrick, and they arrived here January 10th, continuing their fli-ht on
the 12th. Liecut. Wood was greeted by a host of old friends here, he heving
been sur former Depot Sunply O0fficer.

Lieut, Charles B. Branshew, A.C., was ossigned to this Depot, by transfer
from Brooks Field, on Jrnuary 13th. Lieut. Brenshaw is welcomed bsck into our
midst. He wes formerly on duty at this Depvnt (from July, 1921 to June,1924),
and was placed on duty in his o0ld position, that of Chief Engineer Officer.
Conversely, the Depot regrets losing Lieut. Arthur %. Vanaman, A.C., our pre-
ceding Chief Engineer Officer who was trensferred to Brooks Field on January
13th. Lieut. Venaman was a membter of this commend from January, 1925, and
carries with him to his new post the best wishes of the personnel of the Depet,

During the month of December, 1928, the Engineering Depsrtment of the
Depot turned out the following production in overheul snd repair of airplanes
and engines:- Alrplenes: 1 DH-4M-1, 6 DH-4M-2, 1 DH-4M-2P, 3 DH-4M-2T, 1 PT-1,

1 AT-4, 1 A-3, 2 02-H, 1 02-X, 1 02-M4, Total, 18 airplenes; Englnes' 1 Liberty,
10 VWrig ht E, 6 Viright J-5, 6 Curtiss D-12, Totzl, 23 engines.

R

Langley Field, Yemmton, Va., Jenuary 23rd. (W

Alr Corps Tectical Sch@ol~ The period ewtmac1ng January 2 to Jenuary 15,
both dotes inclusive, was devoted to Attack Flying Training ander the directlon
of Capt. George C. Kenney, Air Corps. Durin. this course the new type machine
gung, which are installed in the lower wings of the Curtiss A-3 type airplanes,
are being used for the first time by students in the school. Student Observers
are also receiving instructions and treining on the flexible machlne gyns used
in conjunction with the attack treining.

The Second Bombardment Aroup has been using the Curtiss AT-5 and 0-11 air-~
planes of this organization in the ferencon of each day during the above period
to carry en their regular treiding schedule as a substitution for the LB-5
Bombers which are being recondi tioned at this time.

Inclement weather retarded flyiang operations to a certain extent during
the ahove period.

20th Bombardment SqQuadron: Between the first snd middle of Jenuary, the
20th Squadron performed its ususl operations., Tuere was some deviation from
the usual routine after the takinz over of commend by Captain George M, Palmer,

Coptain Palmer served in the CGroup once before._ He is one of the best
known of the "old timers". He comrmanded the Second Day Bomtardment froup at
Kelly Field back in the deys when this Group and the First Pursuit Group were
Just about the whole Air Service. He is one of the most popular comranders in
the Air Corps, because of his therough knowledge of ggacticel flying and the
necessary airdrome orgenization connccted wlta it. e'is one of the few war
time instructors wio hes not resigned.

Capt. Palmer,or "Jack", as he is universally known, recently reported te
Langley Field upon completion of & long detsil.with the Minnesota National Guard,

The Chemical Warfare School at Tdgewood Arsenal claims another officer from
the orgenization. Lieut. A,H. Johmson received orders to report to this school
for a ten week perlod starting Februery 1llth.

Daring this period the Squadron lost another pilot, Lieut. Ward J. Davies,
who was transferred to March Field, Cslif. He willstop a2t Kelly Field, Texass,
en route to attend the instructors' course now required before a pilot is in-
trusted with discretionary power of determining "inherent flying abBility" in
students of the primary schools.

All men of the Sqguadron desire it to be recorded that Lieut. Davies wes
one of the most popular officers serving in the 20th Squadron at ILangley Field.
Lieut. Davies acted in the capacity of Operations Officer,. Adjut&nt and Supply
Officer, 2nd he deronstrated his great ability as a pilot.

Lieut. Martin is assigned to the Sguadron for flying only} having been
transferred to the 59th Squadron for duty.

The following cross-country tripe were performed by pilots of this Squad-
ron: Lieut. Burnside to Pope Field and return: Lieut. Msrtin to Bolling Field;
Captain Palmer, Lieut. Hemmond and Lieut. Blaufuss {as pilot) had a rather
eventful trip to New York in the C~2 Transport, bad weather preventing their
expected return for several days. ' '
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Sgt. Sprakle wasg d{scharged and returned to his home at Punxsatswney, Pa.
The Squedron gave him & rousin: send-off at the 01ld Point ‘dnck, where he boarded
the boat for Baltlmore

59th Service Squadron: Capt Ernest Clark has been sick in quarters since
Januery 9, 1929 and 2nd Lieut. George R. Geer assumed command.

2nd Lieut. Emery J. Martin, Air Reserve, was transferred to this organiza-
tion on Jsnusry 1llth, from the 20th Bomberdment Squadron. ;

Ninety-Sixth Bombardment Squadron: Lieut. Hackmen flew an AT-5 to Pinehurst,
N.C., on Jenuary 5th, returning on the 7th. '

Lieut. Schmidt went to Norfolk to purchase equipment for the Squadron
Basketball Team.

Lieut. Agee accompanied Mrs. Dean V. Johnston to Sen Antonie, He returned
on January 13th.

Lieut. Beaton holds record for Tow Target Gunnery, and Lieut. Schmidt high
score in, the preliminaries.

‘ - Thé Squadron vurchased three large clocks for use in the Barracks, Recre- -
ation Room and Operations Office, respectively. Mr.Sgt. Rendle re-enlisted dn
the 4th. -The Squddron School for Armament and Radio seems to be a huge successe.
This is due to Mr. Sgt. Budoff and Cpl. Mishmash. From Dedember 20th te Jenu-
ary 12th, the 96th Squadron had the only LB-5A in commission in the entire Group.
The Squadron Progress Chert is rapidly nesring completion.

Nineteenth Airship Company: . Our schedule of trsining for the year 1929
begen January 4th, when seversl test and training flichts were made. An inten~
-8iveé program for the year has beendrawn up, covering all phases of Lighter-than-
Air work and which will have an 1mportant besring on the future of nghter—than—
Air in the Army.

On the 8th of January, two demonstratlon flights were made for Coast Ar—
tillery Officers in connection with future maneuvers of Airships with the Coast
Artillery.

On the same day two photograph1c missions were madc over Hampton Roads for
the purpose of teking pictures of the Battle Fleet. Pictures were obtained of
the Fleet lying at anchor and also of the Destroyer ¥leet moving out to sea ir
formation.

On the 1lth tvwo reconnaissance missions over Western Shore of the:Chesa-
peake were carried out, these flights being slso in the nature of training
fllghts for aircraft crews,.

- On the 1l4th two flights for training of nilects and aircraft crews were
made. Lieut.-Col. Jacob W.S. Wuest, Commending officer of Lengley Field, pilot-
ed the "TC-5-251" on one of these flizhts

| During the next week it is contemplated making an ‘extended reconnalssance
'flight to Washington, D.C., end a coast patrol and training communication flight
to Naval Air Station, Lskehlurst, N.J.; also a flight to Aberdeen Proving Ground,
former station of the 18th Airskiv Ccmpany, is being considered... If this flight
is made, the ship will be noused over night in the airship hangar a2t Aberdeen
and will possibly take part in maneuvers with the Ordnance Department.

The Comwany Soccer Team, State Champions last year, are again out in front
and are showing the Peninsule Soccer fans just %wew the game should be played.
The Team has lost only one game this year, this due in part to absence of sev-
eral of the mainstays of the team. The schedule for the Post Basketball League
was postponed, due to the prevelence of "Flu" om the Post, it being necesgary
to take over the "Gym" as an annex to the Hospital. However, the "Flu" is on
the wane now and the League will pOSSIbly start the first of February. The 19th,
20tn, 49th and A.C.T.S. all have very strong teams.

France Field, Panama Canal Zone, January 10th.

Duringz the month of December, lst Lieuts. Ward F. Robinson, Donald F.
Fritch and James M, Fitzmaurice arrived at this station for tours of foreign
service.

‘ Staff Sgt. Nels Swanson arrived at this station from Bolling Field as re-
placement for Staff Sgt. Prince and, due to the fact that it was understood
that he is an exceptionally good baseball player, he was welcomed with open arms,
as France Field is now engaged in the annual baseball gemes of tke Army and Navy
Baseball League, and every good player is welcomed in the team.
Last but not least, the Post welcomed: the arrival of the ass1gnment of
- 49 - v-5859,4A.C,



twelve 02-H Observation planes.  Work was immediately started azssembling these
planes, due to the shortage of pbservation planes at this station and it is
necessary to get tue observation Squadron fully equipped before the beginning
of the combined Army and Navy Maneuvers.

Mitchel Tield, Long Island, N.Y., Jenuary 1llth.

The second fire within the month made its appearance during the night,
as usual . Tue damage was confined to the boiler room of the newly occupied
Quartermaster barracks, and from the volume of stesm and smoke seemed to have
done more damage than was later found to have actually occurred. »

Heatcd hengsars being at a premium at Mitchel Field, it may be Spring
before the 99th (bservation Squedron gets its full quota of planes and is
assigned a hanger. Mecantime, O-1ls on the post have been set aside for their
use, these planes being maintained by mechanics from the new outfit.

- 50 - V-5859,A.C.
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No,. 493

Fe N

" Yo. 494

A 10/192
Jan.,1929.

No. 495

"4 10/192.

No. 496

A 10/192
No. 49%

4 10/220

A 10/220
. Ne. 334

A 10/Us/100

No. 20

A 10/Us/100

No. 18
A 20.1/7
A 30.2/15

¢ 34.9/25

¢ 71.6/118
¢ 71.6/119 .

D 00.12/105

No. 233

D 00.12/108

.. Jan.

378. LIST OF NEW MATERIAL ADTED ‘T6 INTORMATIOW DIVISION FILES '
) Januarj 5 to Jenuary 30 ¢929

———

DOCUN“WTS

Tcmocrary Regulaticns rzantlng Speelel Authorlzﬂtlon.to Forelgn
Av1ators to Fly across Chinese Territory. Sept. 29, 1928 M. I D

Unlflcatlon of Prlvate Alr Law by Bdmond Sudre.

Internat10na1 Trafflc, by R . Hbyt (Especlally between U S and
Canada. )

'Noté of September 28th, with’ its Eneclosure from the Nrtlonallst
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Reyardlng Regulations Promulgated by
.the . Mllitary Council of’ the Nationalist Government Covering Flights
of Toreign Planes over Chinese Territory. WNov. 2, 1928 (Dept.of -
State.) 4
Alirway Guidé and official Program, Internatlonal Aeronautical Ex-~
position, Chicago, December 1 to 9, - 1928, T

Miami on the Trade Lanes of Land, Water and Air.
‘ican Air Meet, January 7-8, 1929

The Early Birds, BUILthn.

Mlaml'AlleAmer—

Aerodvnamic Characteristics of Thln Emplrlcal Proflles and their
Appllcetion to ‘the Tail Surfaces and Ailerons of Alrplanes, by A.
_Toussaint,and 'E, Carafoli, Dec.1928.(N.A,C.A, Tech.Memo .#493.)
~ "Sdfety" Tuels for Aircraft Englnes, by A Grebel Jan - 1929
(N.A,C.4. Tech, Memo. No. 494.) =~ -

Devices for the Automatlc Control of Alrplanes by A. Gradewitz.
(N.A.C.A. Tech, Memo. $495,) S
, Photcgrammetrlc Take«off and Land1ng Measurements, by B.Spieweek.
Jan. 1949 (N, A C.A. Tech Memo . #496 )

Effect of Oxygen on the- Igniticn of Liquid Fuels by Y, Pahl.
1929 (N A c. A. iech Memo #497 )

g Bulletln of Informatlon Internatlonal Gommiss1on for A*r NaV1ga—
tion,Nos.330,331,33%,334. Dec.19, 26,1928, Jan. 3,10,1929.

Organization of" Meteorological Service for Air Navigation, '
France. Jan. 1O 1929.

Nov§1,3928.
20. )

Supplement No. 2 to D1Ieetory of Llcensed Pilots.
(Deot .of Commerce .Aeronautics Branch, Aero Bulletin Wo.

State Aeronauticsal Leg1s1ataen and Absurect of State Laws, Rev.
Augz.1,1928, (Dept.of Cormerce. ~eronautics Br. Aero. Bulletin #18.)

Aviation Goes on the Air, by Richard Webster. Jan 5, 1929 Are-~
printed from "Sales Management". Jan. 5, 1329.)

The First Ksuai-Niihau Photo MlSSlon. by Lt. R,C.
Pnoto Section.  July, ‘1924.

" Report of‘Proceedlnus of Third Annual Aircraft Engineebing Re-
search Conference under Augpices of the Nritional Advisory Committee
for Aercnautics, Langley Field, May 15, 1928.

CVClOldal Proou151on Apnlled to Aircraft,by ¥.K.Kirsten.June,1928.

Wriston,llth

Inverted Flight, by Lt. Alford J. Williams,U.S,.¥N.{From "Aero
Digest" Sept.,0ct. and Nov., 1928.)

The Screening Effect on the Air Resistance of Struts in Tandem,
"by P.V.Mathes, Jen 16, 1O2° (Air Corps Materiel Div, Trans.#233,)

The Bosch Gr-12 ije I nition Dec.11,1928. (Air Corps Materiel
Div, Trans. #231.)
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D 00.12/122
No. 2980

D 00.12/122
No, 2983

D 00.12/122
No. 2984

D 00.12/122
No., 2985

"~ D 00.12/122
No. 2995

D 00.12/122

No. 2996

D 00.12/122
No. 2998

D 00.12/122
No. 3002

D 00.12/122
No. 3005

D 00.,12/122
No, 3006

D 00.13/131

D 13.3 Com-
pass/13

D 52,1/103

D 52.1/43%
No. 88

D 52.1/Dor-
nier/13 -

D 52.1/Fokker Fokker Aircraft Standard Specifications.

¥o., 57

D 52.1 Hand.

Page /57 -
D 52.313/3

D ¢0.12/122
No. 2990

D 52.43/13

D 52.45/20
Pt, 2

D 62.4/9

D 62.4/11

Journal of Royal Society of 4Arts,

278. DOCUMENTS (Cont )

Second Fifty Hour Endurance Test of Wright "Whirlwind! Model
R-790-B,(A.C.No. 27-21,Mfg.# 762C) by S.P, Mills,1lst Lt. (Air Corps
Materiel Div. Tech.Report #2980, Sept. 30,1928,)

Laundering Shrinkage of Mechanics Coveralls,by C.J,Cleary.(Air
‘Corps Materiel Div. Tech.Report #2983, Sept. 26, 1928.)

Effect of DRDifference Airfoils on Characteristics of the Messenger
Airplane by Theo.de Port (Air Corps Materiel Div.Tech.Report #2984,
Oct.2,1928.)

Flight Test of Drigss "Dart" Airplane Equipped with Controlled
leading Edge Slots and Trailing Edse Flaps by Theo. de Port. (A1r
Corps Nateriel Div. Tech.Report #2985, nct.16,1928,)

Analysis of Keystone X0-15 Upper Rear Wing Beem with Loads Used
in the Static Test, by O0,E.Ross (Air Corps Mat.Div,Tech.Report#2995)

Static Test of Materiel Division 1500 Pd. Ski, by C.J.Spere;(Aif
Corps Materiel Div. Tech.Report #2996,Nov.13,1928.)

Apvlication of the Least Work Method to the Fvaluation of Initiel
and Temperature Stresses,by R.H.Rice.(Air Corps Mat. Div. Tech.
Report #2998, 0Oct.11,1928.)

Study of Wing Flutter,Pt. 1- Test of Apoaratus and Discussion of
Procedure, by Lt. C.F. Greene & J.E. Younger. (Air Corvs Mat. Div,
Tech. Report No. 3002, Oct. 20, 1928.)

Static Test Report of Type E-1 Airplsne Ski, by Capt. 5.W.Jacques
and C.J., Spere. (Air Corps Materiel Div.Tech.Report #3005,Dec.5,1928)

Test of Standard Water cooled Literty 12 Engine with Various Pis-
ton Rings end Arrangements by M.0.Griffith.(Air Corps Mat.Tech,’
Report #3006.)

Trade in Aircreft and Engines.(Includes Status of Registered Air-
Craft by States on Oct.6,1928) (Dept.of Commerce,Aero.Branch.)

Love Potions and the Allemkeny Mountains, by Bradley Jones.
"J.S8. Air Services", Jen. 1929.)

(From

Aviation's Twenty-five Birthday Candles., (From "Literary Digest",
Jan.5,1929. (Re International Civil Aeronautics Conference, WaSQington)

Farman Two-engine Commercial Biplane F.180 (French) (W.A.C.A.
Aircraft Circular #88, Jan. 1329.)

Dornier Metallfiugzeuge, l928. (Dornier-Metallbauten,G.M.G.H.)

1928. (Fokker Aircraft

Corp. of America.)

Handley Page Bulletin, V. 1, No. 2, Dec, 1928,

Prevention of Streamiine Wire Failures, (Navy Dept. Bureau of
Aeronautics. Tech Note No. 197, Jan, 5, 1929.)
Tests on 6-3" metal Spars, by-A.S. Niles. Supp.Report Dec.1l, 1928,

by J.P Balley (Alr Corps Materiel Div.Tech.Report #2990.)

Torpedo Propeller Stops for T3M-2 and T4M-1 Airplanes, (Navy Dept.
Bureau of Aeronautics. Tech. Note No. 196, Dec, 29,1928,)

The Variation in Engine Power with Altitude Determined from Meas-
urements in Fllght with a Hub Dvnamometer. (N.A.C.A.Report #295,
1928.) »

Course on Elementary Tooography as Given in the Dept.
graphy, Air Service, Chanute Field, 1925. -

Air Survey and Empire Development, by Col H.L, Crosthwait. (In
Dec. 1929, p. 162-182,)
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Serial No. 278. DGCUMENTS (Cont.)

D 72.9/3 Target Pack (Navy Dept. Bur of Aeronautius Tech Note #19c Jan .4,
1929.) .. -

E 10.2/27/2  The Aersal 4.B.C. and Commerc1a1 Air Line Gazatte~., the Commercial
Air Lines and Airports of the World; Time Tables, fares and Freights.
(The Aerial A.B.C. Ltd., Apr.,1928.)

E 10.2/1taly Le Linee Aeree Civili Italiane.

7
BOOKS
330/n21 A Picture of World Economic Conditions. National Industrial Con-
ference Board.
341.3/G79 Despatch from the First Brltlsh Delegate to the Intérnatlonal Com-
mission for the Revision of the Rules of Warfare -- 1923. Great

Britain Delegate to the International Commission for the Revision of
the Rules of Warfare.
353.76/Un3 Anmual Report, 1928. U.S.Bureau of Aeronautics (Navy Dept.)

353.8/Un3Lah Annual Report,1928. U.S, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
354/681 Monthly Air Force List, Jan. 1929. Great Britain Air Ministry.

354.42/G79n Notes on the Land and Air Forces of the British Oversea Dominions,
Colonies, Protectorates and Mandated Territories (exclusive of India
and Iraq) Great Britain War Office.

855.3/Un30 Official National Guard Register, 1928. U.S. Militia Bureau.

358.4/Un3sp Reference Data Signal Map Problems and Field Exercises.(Signal
No. 17 School Pampnlet No. 17) U.S.Signal School,Fort Monmouth,N,J.

358.5/Un3f Flying Cadets of the Air Corps. 1928. U.S. Adjutant-General's
1928 Office.

359.7/Un3g Ground School Course. 3 Vol.(Pensacola Naval Air Station) U.S.
Bureau of Aeronautics. ‘ '

620.12/D78 Aircraft Radio Receiving Equipment with Rod Antenna for Reception
of Beacon Weather Service.(Contributions No. 8 from the radio
Frequency Laboratories) Drake, F.H.

621.43 /P38 Aero Engine Problems in Flight with Partidular Reference to Car-
buration. Penn, R.J. ‘

629.13/679ap Condor Engine (Series IIIA)~--(Air Publication 1343,1st Ed.,May,

No. 1343 1928) Great Britain Air Ministry.

629.13/079ap Supercharger Unit as Fitted to the Jaguar IV Engine.(Air Pub-
No. 1346 lication #1346, 1lst Ed., July, 1928.)

629.13/Sub The Science of Flight and Its Practical Application. V. 2, Aero-
planes, Seaplanes and Aero Engines. ' Sumner,P.J.H.

629.148/c67 Laws of Aerial Warfare.(From Minnesota lLaw Review, Jan.,Feb.,Mar.
1926.) Colby, Elbridge.

629.148/P38 General Rules and Regulations Governing Aerenautics. Pennsylvania.
Dept. of Internal Affairs.

629.148/Un3L Civil Aeronautics. Legislative History of the Air Commerce Act

1928 of 1926 Approved, May 20,1926 Together with Miscellaneous Legal
Materials-~~ U.S.Congress. Office of Legislative Council.

829.154/C31 The Machinery Installation of Airship R~101, by T.R. Cave- BroWn—
Cave. (Cave-Brown-Cave, T.R. ‘

629.17/B24 Weight of Aircraft. Barlow, T.M.

629.17/B32  Bauvorschriften fur Flugzeuge. August 1928.
629.17/812 Some Aspects of the Production Problem in Aircraft. Sigrist,F.

620.12/D74 The Testing of Adhesives for Timber. Douglas, W .D. .
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Serial Wo. 278. EOOKS (Cont,)..

629.179 | The “Calcutta" All-metal Flying Bost for Passerger: Servlce

Short Bros,,Ltd.

629.161/742  Comtrsl of Aeroplanes by Alulas. (Apt COntrol) Thurston AP,

' 920.07/W62  Who's Who in America, 1928/1929

1928 /29

240. 4/Ed5 Military Operations, France and Belgium, 1915. Edmonds;J.E.,comp.
1915/vol.4 ’ -

940.44/G14 - The Story of the North Sea Air Station:; bteing Some. Account of: the

early Days of the Royal Flying Corps(Naval Wing) .and of the Part
. Played thereafter by the Air Station.at Great Yarmouth and Its:,
Qpnonents durlng the War, 1914—1918.
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VOL. XIII AIR CORPS TNEWS . 3

Information Division c } .. ' Munitions Building
Alr Corpe ..., . . Pebrugry 23, 1928 = .+ Washington, D.C.

The chief rurmose of this -mblication is to distribute information on aero-
nautics to the flring persornel in the Regular Arnmy, Reserve Corps, Natlonal
Guard, -and others connected with aviation. 3

. v-——~oOo——— o Zn’//‘

"SENATE PAS S“S An”Y PQOVO ION B;LL :

The Senate, on February 16th, passed the Blll S 8209 nrovldlng for the
sromotion of offlcer ol the -Army. .In bringing up ‘the bill, Senator Reed stated:
that the Senate was aware of. the state of dissatisfaction existing because of
the creation of ‘the. single promotion list which resulted in 6,000 officers belng
taken in at once with substantially the same amount of comrissioned experience.

_ .Asserting that there had been on the calendar of. the Senate for more than

a year two bills (one spousored by Nr, ‘Black),each ren”eseqting a different
.method of deallng with the. -promotion situation, toth of waich had been- renorted
out of the Military Commlttee by a scant majority, Senator Reed stated: 11t was ‘
perfectly evident that our Opeosition to one another's ideas was going to prevent
relief to that great throng of officers who, when tney came into the Army, were
rightfully. encouraged to loox for reasonable nromotlon during their service.
Matters reached such an impasse. that finally the Secretary of War came before us
to appeal to us %o drop all of our. smaller differences and try to agree upon some
proper. measure of promotion based uhon length of sérvice, and not upon waiting '
for one's 'predecessor on the promotion list to die or resign or retire.

I want to say on behalf of the Senator from Alabama (Nr, Black) and those
Senators who agreed with him that they have met us rost fairly, and I am happy
now to .be able to report unanimously to the Senate from the Committee on Military
Affairs amendnents to the amendment of the House to the bill (S. 32869) providlng '
for the advancement on the retired .list of the Army ‘'of Bunter nggett and Hobert
L, Byllard, mdjor generuls, United States Arﬂy retired."

Thé amendments reported by the: Committee on Mllltary Affairs to the amend—
ments of ‘the Homse of Representatives to Senate Bill 3269 were read,8s follows: .

That the BBETES sate mamkter of comnissioned offlcers -of the Regular Army- and .
Philippine Scouts on the active list shall not excced the magber now or hereafter”'
expressly authorized by law and all such OffICLrS _exceat officers of the
Medical Department, chanlalns, and ur01esooro, shall be designated as Dromotlonr
list officers. The number of promotion-list officers in each of the grades below ,
brigadier general shall be such-as resnlts from the operation of the promotion '
system prescribed in thls act, and shall not be otherwise limited: ggpv1ded That
except as otherwise 1n this act prezcribed, the asgrezate nudber of promotion-

list .colonels and lleutenantacolonels shall not exceed 15 perceut and the mmber .

of promotion-lisp field officers shall not be less than 26 per cent, of the maxi—:,
mum aggregate number of promotion—llst officers aathorized by law. o
-Sec, 2, That all promotious under this act shall be subject to such exam-
ination as shall have been: required by anthority of law.  Promotion-list offi-
cers in the grades of. second lisutenant, first lieutenant, cantain, major, ‘and
lieutenant colonel shall, except as otherwise prescrived in this act, be promot—'
ed to the respective next higher grade when thelr names appear first in their
grade upon ‘the nromotion 1list, and when, under the provigioes of this act, they
are credited with 3, 10, 15, 20, and 26 years of service, respectively. The
promotion of majors credlted with 20 years of service shall be deferred so long
as necessary to prevent the limlitation of 15 per cent hereinbefore prescribed
for the: comblned grades of colonel and 11eutenant colonel. being exceeded, and
no offiger shall be promoted to the grade of colonel until he shall have served )
at least two ; Jears in the grade of lieutenant- colonel Provided, That mromotion-
list officers not nromotea from the grade of major under the foregoing provi=- '
sions shall be promoted to the grade of lieutenant colonel when, under provi-
sions of this act, they are credited for promotion purposes with not less than
20 years of* service’ and are also not lees than 52 years. of age, and” officers 80
promoted yndér this proviso shall be profoted to the grade of colonel when
credited with 26 ycars of service, or as. soon thereafter as they shall have
served not less than two years in the grade of lreutenant colonel and shall be

additional mmbers in.the &grades ‘of 1ieutenant colonel and colonel and shall
not be counted in computing the maximm percentage hereinpefore prescribed for
such grades: °roviaed further, That in the pmlication of the foregoing proviso

51~ V-5868,A.C.
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each Unlted States Mllltarj Academy ‘class shall e treated as a-unit as; -of.the
average age of the members of the class. .In so far as necessary to maintain the
prescribed minimum of field officers, captalns credited with less than 15 years

of serv1ce shall be promoted in the order of thelr standing upon the promotion

list .

Sec. 3. That flylng offlcers commlesroned in the Air Gorps in the grades of
first lieutenant and Captain shall be promoted to the respective next higher
grades when credited for promotion under provisions of this act with 7 and 12
years of service, respectivély. When promotion as hereinbefore prescribed in
this and preceding sections of this act fails to provide the Air Corps with the
‘per cent of colonels, licutenant colonels, and majors hereinafter specified,

flying officers commissioned in the Air Corps shall be promoted in the order of
their relative’ standing on the: nromotlon list so that the mmber of Air Corps
offlcers in the grade of colonel shall be 3 per cent, in the grade of lieutenant
colomel 4 percent, and in the grade of major 18 per cent, respectively, of thé
total number of officers commissioned in the Air Corps, fractions being dlsregaru-
ed in conmutlng said numvers.. Flying officers of the Air Corps promoted to the

‘grades of lieutenant colonel and colonel under provisions of this ‘section shall

be add1t10na1 mirbers therein and shall not be. counted in. comoutlng the maximam

percentage for ‘such grades hereinbefore prescribed in this act. Any flying offi-
cer of the Air Corps promoted under provisions of thls section who may become
surplus in the grade of major, 11eutenant colonel or colonel by reason of a sub-
sequent dec¢rease In the total mumber of officers commissioned in the Alr Corps
shall Ve an additional mumber in his grade in the Air Cotps until absorbed. The
term "flylng officer" as used in this act shall be construed” to'mean a flying
offlcer as -defined by section 13a of the national defense act as amehded.

. Sec. 4. Length of service for nromotlon under thls act shall be computed

as follows: '

"~ First, éach nromotlon-llst offlcer orlblnally commlss1oned inthe - Regular
. Army prlor to- July 2, 1920, without prior Federal commlss1oned service, 'whose ac-

tive commissioned service shall have.been.continusds since acceptance of ‘original

commission, shall be credited W1th the full period from the date of such orlglnal

comm1ssmon R

Se cond; each promotlon—llst offlcer comm1531oned 4in' the Regular Army or
Phlllpplne Scouts prior to July 2,.1920, who is not 1nc1uded in the’ category de-
fined in the preceding eubparagraph shall be. credlted with a 1ength of service -
equ&l to' that accredited to the officer of Sald category whose ‘name appears
nearest above his on the promotion list;

“Third, each promotion-list officer orlglnally commiss1oned in the- grade of
usecond lieutenant in the Regular Army or Phlllopine Scouts after July 1, 1920,
shall Pe credited only with. the perlod of servige from thé date of such original
commission: Provided, That each nromotlon list offlcer ‘not included in any of the

~lforeg01ng categorles ‘and each offlcer of said’ categories whose original relative

'positién on the promotion list shall have been changed or affected by sentence of
court- martial, by special enactment, by dlscontlnulty 6f his active service, or
by suspension from promotion, shall be credlted w1th such length of service for
'promotlon as the Secretary of War- shall determlne to e anor0pr1ate to hlS rela—
tlve pos1t10n on. the promotion list.

, Sec. 5. That all prior statutory prov1s1ons governing the termlnatlon of
active service of officers shall, except as otherwise snecifigally prescribed in
this act, contimue in full force and effect and be administered as now provided
by law: Provided, That, excepting sectlon 190, Rev1sed Statutes of the United
States, all laws or parts of laws restrlctlng the freedom of persons on the re-
tired lists of the Regular Army, who are otherw1se eligible to accept any civil
~office or employment, or affecting thelr retired status or retired pay on ac-

. count of -holding any civil office or employment and rece1v1ng the compensation
thereof,  are hereby repealed in so far as. they aoaly to said persons; and.any
such person who may be employed in. any civil office’ or positioniunder authority
of the United States shall be entitled to receive" the full compensation:alletted
to such officé or position without regard to such perSOn‘s retired pay: Provided
furthef, That when any officer of ‘the.Regular Army or“Philippine ‘Scouts shall
have servell 35 years or more, 1nclud1n&,all service counted toward eligibility
for voluntary retirement under. exlstlng 1aws‘ 1nc1uding this act, he shall, if he
makes appllcatlon therefor to the. Bresident be retiréd from active service and
‘placed upon the. unllmited,retlred 1lst Provided further, That when any-officer
of the Regular Army or Phallppine Scouts shall ﬁave served 40 years as & ‘commis—
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’miss‘icmed 9fficer in active service in the Army of the tnited States; or is 60

_. ‘years. old, he may, without action of a rétiring board, be retired from active.

' service at the discretion of the President, and placed upon the unlimited réetir-

ed llst' Provided fux rther, That in corputing eligibility for voluntary retire-

ment’ of officers of the Army each officer shall, in addition to all service now

_ cred;ted under existing laws, be credited with additional constructive credit
.,equal to one-half the time, if any, that he shall have been actually detailed to

cduty 1nvolv1ng flying, except in time of war: PrOV1dod further, That flying offi-
cers of the Air Corps who become physically dlcunllalOd for all flying duty

shall be eligible for retirement for physical disability,-

Sec. 6. That during each fiscal year promotion-list officers who were orig-
inally a9301nted in the Regular Army or Philinmine Scouts prior to July 1, 1920,
or as of that date, may file amplication to be transferred from the active list
in the manner hereinaftoxr provided and the Tresident is hereby authorized, on or
‘before June 30 of each fiscal year, to designate for transfer from the active
list from among such applicants who shall have been recommended for such trans-
fer by a.board of genera1 officers such mmber as shall not exceed 1-per cent of
the maximum authorized mumber of nronotlon—llst officers of all grades.

Officers designated for transfeér ‘from the active list under provisions of
this section. shall be ordered to their homes as soon as practicable after such
de31gnat10n and, upon exviration of such leave of absence with full pay as may
be granted under existing law, shall be transferred to the unlimited retired
list with retired pay at the rate of 2% per cent of active pay, multiplied by
the mmber of complete years of service, but not exceeding 30 years, with which
credit for pay purposes, excepting non-Federal service: Provided, That each com~
putation of service and pay of an officer designated for “transfer from the
active list under this section shall be as of the date of such designations
Provided further, That any officer originally apoointed in the Regular Army as
.of July 1, 1920, at an age greater than 45 years, may if he so elects, in lieun
. of retired pay at the rate hereinbefore provided, receive retired pay at the
rate of 4 per cent of active pay for each complete year of commissioned service
- in the United States Army, not exceeding 75 per cent of active pay.

_ Officers -designated in any fiscal year for transfer from the active list
shall, for purposes of computations under provisions of this act, be deemed to
have been transferred from the active list during the fiscal year in which desig-
nated, notW1thstana1ng the deferment ‘of separatien as herein authorized.

~ Section 7 provides that Major-Generals Hunter Ligeett and Robert L.Bullard,
retired, shall have the rank of Lieut.-General on the retired list of the Army.

~ Section 8 authorizes the President, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, to appoint any commissioned ofxlcer of the Army who served credit~
ably in the U.S. Army during the World War, to a rank on the retired list as of
the highest grade held by him during the war, not above the rank of major-
‘general, no increase of retired pay and allowances to result from the nrovisions
of this section.

' In explanation, Senator Reed stated that the bill meets the full approval
of the War Department; that a proviso was worked out so that majors who had the
requisite 20 years of service should, upon reachlng the age of 523; be promoted
to lieutenant-colonel and carried as extra numbers, and, similarly, after 26 -
years of service and after a minirmm of two years as lieutenant-colonel, they
" should get their colonelcy and be carried as extra colonels. Asserting that
this will affect approximately 800 offlcers, Senator Reed added that while that
proviso took care of the officers in the gensral branches of the Army it still
left unsolved a serious nroblem in the Air Corps, because that branch, accordlng
to its tables of organization, needs a congiderable muber of colonels and lieut.
colonels, and yet almost all Air Corps officers are youngsters who came into the
Army during the war and in the natural course of events would not get to be
field officers for a good many years. .

"In the first place,! Senator Reed stated, "it was somewhat of an injustice
to -the Air Corps officers, although they are yourng, and, in the next mlace, it
was a very serious in3u°tlce to the Air Corps as a unit because it deprlved it
of. the higher commands that were necessary, and we’ shﬂuli see -such spectacles as
majors in the Air Corps exercising commands that were appropriate for colonels,
and in charge of millions. of dollars of Gocvernment ;rbve:ty, and very large
bodies of men, It was right that ‘some method be delSSd to take eare of them.
So we did 1t in two ways; . . -B3- ' K ' 'V-5865, 4.C,




First, by accelerating their prometion from captain to major, and allowing
that to occur at the end of 12 years' service instead of 15 years; and next al-
lowing promotion from first lieutenant to cantain at the end of 7 years instead.
of 10 years, as for the remainder of the Army ‘Then,, further we provided that
for:the Air-Corps there sheuld ‘be 3 per . cent . of itg ‘officers in the grade of
colonel, and if they did ‘not reach that grade naturally, as a part- of thé whole
prométion list, then they sheuld be .promoted to it and be carried as- éxtra rum-
bers,. but:their .ammointment .would be permanent and. not temnorary, and,similarly,
~that 4 per cent of the Air. Oorps oificers should be lieutenant colonels and 18
per cent should be majors.-

Then, having reached. thet p01nt we allowed in the computatlon of service
-for retirement, and other purposes in the fleld time and a half for such time
as flying offlcers were actually engaged in flying duty. That was an effort by
the committee to recognize- -the increased hazard of’ flying in peace tlmes OVer
‘the hazard that confronts the other branches of the service."

Senator Bingham nrOpoeed an amendment’ nrov1d1ng that section 1 of the House
amendment be included. in.the. b111 at the nr0per place, which would have the ef-
fect of providing a separate eronotlon list for the Ay Corps. “For many years
the Air Corps has been earmestly striving to seécure a separate promotion list,"

- Senater Bingham stated..ﬂ"Casualtlee in the’ Alr Corps from accidents are ten
times greater than those in any other branch of the Army. It is true:that the
other portion of the. amendment as reported by the committee will correct the
situation in regard to.ihe. securlng of nromotlon after a certain length of
years,and without regard to the number of senior officers ahead of & particular
offiecer, and it aiso provides a certain amount of beneflt for ‘the Air Corps; but
«i%. does. not: recognize ‘the fact ‘that the Alr Corps in peace time labors under.an
entirely different kind ‘of hazard from that under which the other branches of -
the :Army labor. To. grant them a separate promotlon 1list would have this advant-
age, 1 believe, so .far as the general psychology of the whole Army 1s concerned:
Under . the -amendment .as- recommended Dby the commlttee where the Air Corps. is left
in with the rest of -the .service, a captain in the Air Corps would contimue along-
side of a cantain in the Regular Army for'a period of 12 years, and thexn ghe
captain in the Regular Army would contimme as a cantain ‘for three years more un-
til he became a major,. whereas the man who had been alongside ¢f him on the pro-
motion list all these years. would be suddenly promoted to the gradé of major.

In other words,. every time an Air Corps” offlcer gets the advantage of this
bill in the shortened length of service and the countlng of flying time, it dis-
rupts the promotion list, it makes hard feellngs, it 'shows the rést of the Army
that this man is being nromoted overtimmrheads, because the man who is interest-
ed in his own promotion studies the list and sees unon it that he', Mr..-C, ds
between Mr. B and Mr.. D, and that goes on for a certain number of years until
suddenly the man below him disapnears .and goes up to ‘a’higher grade. -\

I believe that that will have a bad effect on’ the Army ‘and will. cauwse hard
.feeling between the branches, whereas if ve make a separate promotion list,. re-
taining the other features of the bPill, theén Mr. C will not kmow that .Mr: D has
been promoted ahead of him unless he hawpens to be familiar with .that. particular

. case, because the lists will be separate and ‘Wheri he looks “for his own.place
-in the 1list he will find as he goes up W1th the other officers’ that 'hé retains
exactly that place during all the years. ‘For that reason, Mr. President, it .
seems to me that it is for the benefit of the entlre Army, and it is also in
line with what the Air Servigé has been seeklng for a great many yearsy and whick
believe it is entitled to.
. I may say, for the benefit of the Senate, that thls section of the blll has
* been approved repeatedly by the meetings of the National Aeronautlc Association
and by the convention of the American Legion."
- Senator Reed interposed objection to the amendment, stating that the Army
previously had separate promotlon lists and that they worked out ‘most unjustly.
The regimental promotion system resulted in West P01nt classmates finding them-
selves two grades epert simply because there were more resignations and deaths
in one regiment than in another. When separate promotion’ lists in each branch
of the service were 1nst1tuted after the Spanish-American War, it was. found that
as the types of war changed one branch came to be very greatly increased, like
~the Field Artillery, and another one dld not increase, like the <Cavalry, and
classmates. of West Point found themselves w1th ‘Just as much disparity as before,
..through no feult of one or. merlt of the ether, and vhen ‘the national defense act
" was. passed it was decided to consolldate into one- promouion -1ist all the ‘officers
© LBh- , ‘ ‘7-5865, A.C.
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of the Army in combatant or staff service. ,

, ¥1t:is dangerous, of course, tp fly' én .airplane in peace time," Semator

~ Reed. contimed,- "but it is not exactly safe to- go on ‘with a battery of TField

. Artillery at a galloo LI have done both and T thxnk Tfelt in greater ‘danger
with the galloping battery than w1th the smoothly flylng airplane. "I .think I was

.. 'more ‘scared at one time than the . other qlthough I was' properly scared at both

- times, and ‘always will be. But you. can ﬁot make separate Tists ‘Just . because of
© .some differences:in degree of danger and furthermore, théy do:not need it in
~-the Air Corps. in view of -the provisions e have‘ﬁut in ‘this bikl ‘that allow them
~this:promotion-as: extra numbers That was’ the recommendatlon of the:Secretary
of.War;, so as-to,provide.that W1th1n their ovn’' branch they should- always have a
“-supply of; offlcers going forward to, keee up their full nercentage of fleld
' fgrades. : AN
L ¢In suostance,,it is nothing mere than a sentlmental gesture to glve them
thls separate promotion list. The practical benefits of it are all included in
the commitiee: amendment; lntentionally, purposely, so that they should have those
‘practical bemefits,- but whatever .we. might do sentlmentally to please the Air
‘Corps by ‘creating. e separate 1ist would do far greater damage Yo the rest of the
Army by giving the - 1mpressien that, the Air Corps had been pidked eut for
favoritlsm.“ R

.Senator Biegham then stated "Mr Presldent I should Just - Iike %e call at-

~+.tention to 'the faet that the rest of. the bill certainly does pickioutithe Air

Corps for .favoritism, in that.it permits promotlon to go faster in the Air Corps
than in the rest of the Army; and the argumént which thé Senator hasiused about
two classmates at West Point will apply in his amendment more bitterly:than it
will apply in the amendment which I have proposed, because those two classmates
will be in separate lists, and will not know it when they get separated.”

Senator Bingham's amendment was then put to a vote and rejected.

The amendment reported by the Senate Military Affairs Committee to the
House amendment was then put to a vote and agreed to.

Senator Reed then moved that the Senate. ins;st upon ‘tt¢ amendrients and re-
quest a conference with the House,:.and that. the Chalr appoint the conferees on
the part of the Senate: = -

The motion being agreed:; to, the Presidinb Offlcer appointed Mr. Reed of
"Pennsylvanla, Mr Greene and Mr..Fletcher conferees on ‘the part of ﬁhe Senate.

: . . s -—-«o@e—-——-.;

REMA.KING 60coTES l/

" Aecording to the News Letter CorreuDOﬂdent from Langley Field, “Va., the
20th Squadron personnel have found at last a way .to make the 54" Issue Flylng
‘Goggles fit fairly ®ell. It is well known that these gogﬁles do not’ fit human
heads, either in theory or practice. - The stiff nose .piece not only prevents
fit, but this part has a-habit of.-slipping so that in fllght an avidtor may
find one eye-piece back over his ear any time. Thls can be remedzed by getting

”fyathe right adjustment and then wire it in<place.f‘),H

Advocating the use of hdywire,: safety.wire,, hlckory or banana withes, the

bf.“'Correspondent statesy "But this is only a secondary matter té" the ‘chief
L trouble, ‘which 'is lesKage of air-beneath the rubber cushlon.~ It fias been found

““that by tearing these goggles up and malking them over 1n a. dlfferent ‘way they
© will fit better. The chief change that.helps- is;to remove ‘the ‘rubbér cushion
A”by rlpplng out the ‘threads, and 'putting.these cushlons on baékmards. This goes
~"far toward eliminating the air-leakage, This. leakafe has been serieus during

" ‘o0ld weather, for pilots.have come:down from miSSlOnS with these goggles and
cried the rest of the day with inflamed eyes.
o —~~oOo——~

An example of the versatillty of Alr Corps offlcers was recently demonstrat-
ed in the case of Lisut. Corléy P. McDarment, Air Corps,. who ‘upon reportlng for
,j.&uty at Langley Field, Va., upon completion-of his. tour of service in the :
‘ Ph1rrppines, was made Assistant to: the Post. Surgeon and. detailed in charge of the
"pest house" for convalescent "Flp" patients. Lieut. Mgnarment's regular as-
‘ 31gnment is the 58th Sarvice Squadron.», : o e

,...:
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EQUIPMENT FOR uIG‘I ALTITUDE FLVTNGV//

¥ ' The Aerlal Photograuhib Unit: of thc Materlel Dmv1s1on et erght ‘Field,
Dayton Ohlo, has COmpleted certaln eguivment for high altitude flying. Much
trouble has been ‘exverienced in the oast by ‘goggles completely frosting over at

" a temperature ‘between 60° and 80° below zero. To prevent this, goggles have
been constructed hav1ng double glasses for each eye piece. These glasses are

. seoarated nearly an inch and an electricel heater warms the air space between.

B ~ The amount of energy required to heat the goggles is 24 watts, which is

- tapped off the 12 volt airplane generator circuit, Electrlcally heated gloves
..have been constructed, using a different type of resistance than was heretofore
used The resistance units are semi-flexible and constructed of resistance
wire that is not brittle and has approximetely four times the tensile strength

. of copper. Four small units are used in each glove and all are connected in
parallel so that the failure of one. un1t will not affect the. oneratlon of the
others.

. A Small double throw sw1tch is prov1ded 50 that in one p051t10n the two

. gloves are in series using ten watts, and in the other position the gloves are
‘in multiple, using 40 ‘watts. An electrical oxygen heater has been constructed
for warming the oXygen gas just before it passes to the face mask of the user.
- This consumes 22 watts, It will be noted that the amounts of energy required

. are small, being less than that consumed by the average incandescent. lamp.

' It has been found by experience that only a comnaratlvely small amount of
_energy is requlred to: supoly the additlonal warmth needed partlcularly for

. glpves, ,
\j .. J . . . o ’ » . ———000’--‘;—‘/,
| HIGH ALTITUDE THDTOGRA?HY:?(/

" The Materiel Division of the Air Corps, %right Field, Dsyton, Ohio, recent-
ly received from the Bureau of Standards two barogrsphs and two recording ther-
mometers used on the altitude flight of Lieut. Yarry A. Johnson and Captain

' Albert W. Stevens on Decémber 1lth last. '
’ The recording thermometers in the barographs showed -47° C as the temperat
_ture of the barograph elements. A recording thermometer in the same compartment
in the tail of the plane as the barographs. showed -52°C. The difference of five
degrees shows that the barogrsphs did not cool down even after almost an hour
and three-quarters of flying at high altitude, to exactly the temmerature of the
surrounding air. This recording thermometer in the tail compartment also showed
that the temperature of the fuselage is 5° warmer than the air striking the
.wings of the airplane, because a s1m11ar thermometer on the outer strut of the
‘airplane showed d -57°¢.
N This is the first time-that recordlng thermometers of this type have been
“uséd These thermometers recorded only the minimum temperature. They consist
> of bl—metalllc spirals, actuating arms, at the end of which a stylus made a
~mark on a smoked metal plate.
These instruments were devised by Mr anrlckson of the Bureau of Standards
- and constructed, in part, by the Materiel Division. The altitude of this
‘flight ‘as computed from tables of the F.A.I., was 36,903 feet., The photographs
. “secured on this flight came out uccessfully Due to the priority of other work
. and the great amount of work involved in computing altitude by the camera, com-
 putations for true altitude have not, so far, been made. It is probable that
~ “the trué altitude will be in the nelvhborhood of 38,000 feet, from a comparison
- "of results obtained on other flights in which F.A.I. figures were COmuared with
'flgures obtained by measurements of the lens, camera image and ground survey .
~—=000 =~~~

GUATEMALAN AIRMAN TO ATTEMPT ONE-STOP FLIGHT TO HBIS NATIVE COUNTRY

" Lieut.-Colonel Oscar Morales, of the Guatemélan Air Corps, who has been wit}
‘the 3rd Attack Group at Fort Crockett, Texas, for the past six months,is,accord-
"ing to the News Ietter Correspondent, daily exXpegting the arrival of his new Wacc

" Speedwinig, in which he :will attempt a one-stop flight to his native country. He
intends to take off from the Fort Crockett Airdrome, i{f the bumps can be smooth-
ed out and the field proves to be large enough to enable him to lift the heavy
‘1load of gasoline.
- 56 - V-5868,4.C.



Aiiisyflp LANDING ON MUNI TIONS BUILDING ROOF "

- The flrst lanuxnb of an airskip on a bullding in Washlnbton occurred shortly
after one o'clocit on the afternocon of Feoruary 5th. The landing was made. on the
roof of thé 7th wing of the Munitions Building. The airship, the TC~5-251, was

piloted on its trip to Washington and'return to Langley Field by Captain. William
'J. Flood and Lieut. Uzal G. Ent, Air Corps. Cther personnel aboard the airship
“were Major Rush B. ‘Lincoln, Lieut. Leslie F. Young, Technical -Sergeant ‘Jolinson,
~ Staff Sergeant Blackie and Private E.J. Collins. ZLieut. Otto Weinecke,-Air‘
".Corps, assisted by Sergeants H. D. Harper and A. Weiders, all of the 19th.
 Airship Company, was the maneuvering officer on the roof of the tuilding.
_ Due t0 a rather brisk cress-wind and the desire of the pilot to obtain the
‘lay of the land, as it were, the airship circled the landing spot several times
before it was so mameuvered as to nlace the landing rones within reach of the
landing party of Bolling Field enlisted men who were on. the roof, After the
enlisted men grasped the ropes the biz airship was hauled down to the roof Wltnr
out difficulty.

This demonstration was stabea for the purpose of 1nd1catiﬁg the Dractica—
bility of the airship fer delivery of messagos in the military service.: Captain
Flood delivered to Major-General James E, Fechet, Chief: of the Alr Corps, at
the latter's office in the Munitions Building, the following messa{e'

- * . "H»adquarvers Langley Ficld

S Second Wing Air Corps
Office of the Commandlna Officer
Langley Field, Virginia S
' February 5, 1929.
Subject: Dellverv of Offlclal Corresnondonce by a '
Dirigible Airship,
To: Chief of Air Corps, Washlngton, D.C.

1. TWith a vibv to demonstrating the practicability of using dirigible air-
ships for delivery of mail and other articles as a routine matter in the military
- service, I desire to take this opnortunity to deliver this letter to you person-
ally by airship which will land on the roof of your office building this date,

2. . To my knowledge, this is the first instance in vhich mail has been
carried from an Army nost in any aireraft directly to the Office of the Chief of
Air Corps and I believe it should mark a new enoch in the future use of airships.

, (Slg“ed) Jacod W. §. Wuest,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Air Corps,
Cormanding."

The blimp rested on its unusual roost for about 20 mimutes, when its two
motors were started up and it rose gracefully and headed for its home “tation at
Laagley Field.

o The TC-5-251 is assigned to the 19th Alrshln Comnany at Langley F&cld Va.

It is the same airship which made a landing on the deck of the steamer
"American Trader" about three miles off Ambrose Light, New Yorks, on May 10th
last, when it landed, transferred some cargo, and took .off again without halting
the surface vessel. This féat was characterized at the time by the Chairmen of
the Shipping Board as a new step in the coordination of air and water transmor-
tation.

. On the afterhoon of February 4th this airship flew over the Pennsylvania
Line Steamship "Virginia Lee,® between Norfolk, Va., and Cape Cherles, picked,
up & bdg of mail off the deck by means of a grappling hook, dropped a sack of
mail on the deck, and then proceeded back to its home hangar, neither the surface
vessel nor the airship halting during this exchange of mail. The pilots on this
flight were Captain William J. Flood and Lieut. Otto Wienecke.

~ About a month ago this airship picked up a sack of mail from the roof of
the Newnort News High School without dlfflculty.

' The TC-5 is the largest non-rigid type of airship in the Air Corps, measur-
ing 200 fect in length. It is inflated with Helium, and its capacity id
220,000 cubic feet. o

~==600~—- :
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MAJOR SPATZ MAKES OFFICIAL REPORT ON DURATION FLIGHT

That refueling airplanes in mid air is not alone safe and practicable but
also of distinct advantage in military and commercial air operations is pointed
out in the report submitted to Major-General James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air

Corps, by Major Carl Spatz, commanding officer of the Air Corps endurance plane
QUESTION MARK vhich made history early in Jamuary by remaining in the air for
\almost seven days.
Major Spatz declares that the QUESTION MARK tests, aside from their enormous
ilitary value, undoubtedly presage trans-oceanic and transcontinental flights
ithout landing; that refueling may meke transoceanic flying not alone practicable
but also profitable; that the transcontinental air mail may be speeded up by at
least six hours and that nefuelmng while in flight makes for greater safetly in
unfavorable weather.

"The flight of the QﬁESTION MARK," .says Major Spatz's report in part, "demon-
strates conclusively that ome transport plane can safely refuel another transport
plane in the air. These refuelings were done under practically every meteorologi-
cal condition. Many contacts were made at night without any difficulty whatever.

"Refueling has a distinct advantage in military operations. Refueling.in
flight allows bombardment aircraft to take off with heavier bomb loads and light-
er gas loads.. At present, bombardment aircraft has to split its possible load
almost evenly between fuel and explosives. In view of the lessons learned in
this flight, it is now known that it is possible to take off with the same degree
of safety with almost twice the bomb load, with a very light gasoline load and
refuel in flight. Refueling also increases the radius of bombardment aircraft.
With existing fuel.arrangements, bombardment planes have a radius of action of
not more than 1500 miles under the riost favorable conditions. By refueling in
flight, this radius of action can certainly be doubled and, in fact, it has
scarcely any limit at all. Refueling also makes for greater safety for bombard-
ment aircraft. The greatest hazard in flying bombardment planes, loaded with
high explosives, comes in the take-off. The take-off is made much safer since a
lighter load can be carried, by taking off with lighter fuel loads and taking on
fuel in the air after reaching a safe altitude.

"In view of the experience of this flight, all the personnel connected with
this project are convinced that refueling can be applied successfully to pursuit,
attack and observation aircraft. This will likewise increase the safety and

radius of operation of flying planes of these types in military operations.
- "Refueling has a distinct application to commercial flying. The greatest
hazard in the operation of commercial aircraft comes from taking off heavily load-
ed transport planes from small or soft airdromes. Obviously, these planes have to
carry enough gasoline to reach their destination or are required to land frequent-
ly for fuel. The take-off from small fields can be obviated or at least made mucl
safer by carrying on the take-off very light gas loads and refueling in flight.

"The experiments in connection with the QUESTION MARK undoubtedly presage
transcontinental and transoceanic flights without landing. It is also well to
point out that refueling in flight makes for greater speed in commercial opera-
tion. Under present conditions, at least one-half hour is lost in landing, taking
on fuel, and take-~off. By refueling in flight this half hour for each stop can

be entirely eliminated since the commercial plane can proceed on its route as it
~ is refueled. The transfer of mails across the continent can now be speeded up at
least six hours by refueling in flight. At the present time such planes as we
are acquainted with cannot fly across the ocean with enough gas load to reach
their destination and at the same time. carry any pay load whatever. By refueling
en route the heavy gas load can be replaced by a pay load. Trans—oceanlc flights
will then be profitable.

"Refueling makes for greater safety in flying in unfavorable weather. 1In
both military and commercial flying pilots are quite frequently required to at-
tempt flights in unfavorable weather due to lack of sufficient gasoline to go
around or over local storms. When refueling has been developed to a point where
refueling planes are located at frequent intervals throughout the country and
when radio is carried by transport planes, it will be possible to fly around bad
weather conditions and ask for fuel in flight."

The official data with respect to the famous flight shows that a total. of
43 contacts were made covering a period of 5 hours and 32 mimites, Nine of these
contacts were made at night. They covered that transfer of 5660 , ’
gallons of gasoline; 245 gallons of oil; 1V meals, water, batteries and other
supplies representing an aggregate weight of about 40 tons.
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LANGLEY FTELD PERSONNEL INﬂULGE IN COON HUNT

\ A regular old—fashioned coon hunt boov place a few miles from Langley Field,
Va., one night recently.. Tno Iangley Field personnel engaged in this frontier
sport were Cantain and lMrs. George M. Palmer, Captain and Mrs. Eliot, Lieut. and
Mrs. James E. Adams, Lieuts. L. S: Young and Corley P. McDarment The courageaus
hunters met at the home of Mr. Cellier; nor far from the flold Aftor vwalking
into a big woods, .the dogs were released, A coon was soon started and after a.
long and excitidg trail, it was treed and oaptured It was a regular Qldr
fashioned ring-tailed coon.

After the unt, which was part1c1nated in by several ‘civilians as well as
the Langley Field people, :all the hunkers returned to Mr. Collier's house and
gorned themselves w1th oysters on the half shell and hot dogs.

S -——oOo———

ROCKWELL FIELD PU?SUITL?S FLY TO ﬁHOFNIX ARIZOVA

Vine pilots of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, led by Captain H.M. Elmendorf
hopped over the desert in PW-SD's to Phoenix, Arizona, on Jamuary 26th ‘The an-
mial midwinter rodeo was in wrogress when the squadron arrived over Phoenix ‘and,
needless to say, the "brones™ and "bull- dodgers" were shoved right off the stages
until the nine "bugs" landed. The flight was a surprise to the thous ands of
people assembled at the Fair grounds and came as a -distinct treat.

The officers were introduced to the stands as they entered special boxes and
Captain Elmendorf was prevailed upon to 'give a short speech over the radio and
megaphone announcing system. The squadron arrived too late to witness the main
events, so special broncho re-rides were ma¢e and bull- dodrlng and calf-tying
exhibitions staged. .

The return flight vas made the following dey, Jamuary 27th, v1a Yuma and
Calexico. No forced landings, motor trouble or other dlfflcultles marred the
flying visit to-the last frontier of the "Western Cowboys."

-——oOo———
AIR uO?PS RmIWFORCEMEJTS AR;IVE-
By the Wright Field Corresnondent

Lieut. Franklin 0. Carroll is. receiving congratulations unon the birth of a
son, Patrick Colin, who arrived on Jamuary 10th. Raking our memories, it is be-
lieved the last son in the Materiel Division family made h1s apearance almost a
year ago. The imortant young man was William Clement McMullen, and he arrived
on the stage of operations on FPebruary 10, 1928. In the meantime, a bevy of
young ladies - as they will no doubt be dubbed in futuru society columns - have
appeared to erhance ‘the ‘dramo of existence, amond them =

‘Young lady : cDaddy o S Date
Shirley Parker Lieutenant nant James E. Parker o April, 1928.
Patricia Corkille _— Jonn D. Corkille  April, 1928.
Mary Fae Finter Captain C. V. Finter = August, 1928. 5
Jean Mills. ILieutenant Sam Mills ' “Aagust, 1928. o
Jeane Wolfe - _ o Leroy Wolfe ) Noverber, 1928 o
Jane Oliver Caldwell " Charles H. Caldwell = November, 1928.
Mary- Caroline’ Carr % "Harold H. Carr '~ December, 1928.

o o ~~=000~-~ I '
s : ’ : THIRD ATTACK GROUP AC”IVITI@S

A formatlon of nine A—S‘s, commanded by Caotaln TWooten, Operations Of?icer,
left Fort Crockett, Texas, Jamuary 25th, for San Angelo, Texas; where the personr
nel attended the opéning of the new airmert at that plane.-

.The total number of flying hours for the Zrd Attack Group in 1928 was 10, 020
hours and 27 minutes. The present strength is 28 ofricer DllOtS and 3 enlisted
pilots, The Group now has 33 A-3 airplanes, two O-5 ang two DH4-MK (Tow Target).
Lieut. Rose had a total of five mundred and ten ncurs and ten mimtes flying
time for tbe calendar .year 1928.
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CAPTAIN COOK LEAVES THE ARMY ;‘/

Captain Harvey Weir Cook, Air Corps, who rendered conspicuous service over-
seas during the World War, tendered his resignation as an officer ¢f the Army ¢n
Jaruary 1lth to enter the employment of the Curtiss-Indiana Company.

Captain Cook was one of the first merbers of the 94th Squadron, the first
American pursuit organization at the front, and rendered gallant and meritorious
service during the entire period of the operations of the Air Service, having
served actively at Chateau Thierry, San Mihiel and the Argonne. His seven con-
formed victories included three balloons, and he was decorated with the Dis-

Enllstlng in the’ ‘Aviation Section, Signal Corps, in France on September 13 :
1917, ke took training under flying cadet séatus at™the 2nd Aviation Instruction
Center until December 1Gth. He was commissioned a 1st Lieutenant in Jamiary,
1918, and received further flying training as a student officer until May, 1918.
Serving as ferry pilot at Orly, France, from May to July, 1918, he was, on July
12th, assigned to the 94th Aero Squadron and sent to the front. He served with
that organization until its demobilization. In March, 1919, he was promoted to
the grade of Captain.

Upon return from duty overseas, Cantain Cook served at Selfridge Field,
Mich., and Kelly Field, Texas. He was honorably discharged from the service on
December 24, 1919,

Captaln Cook re-entered the Army the following year being appointed a
Captain in the Air Corps, Zegular Army, on July 1, 1920. At the time of his.
appointment he had flown approximately 800 hours as pilot in such types of planes
as the Spad, DH-4, Sopwith Camel, Nieuport (211 tywpes), Fokker, Caudron, Curtiss
JN4A, D and H, Standard ete.

Following his appointment in the Regular Army, Captain Cook served for
several years at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, where he graduated from the Air
Corps Engineering School, and then at Langley Field, Va., where he was on duty
as instructor in pursuit tactics at the Air Corps Tactical School.

His last assignment was with the Indiana National Guard Alr Service as
Instructor.
Captain Cook was born on June 30, 1892, at Wilkinson, Indiana. He attend-
ed the DePauw University for two years, and Washington and Jefferson one year.
e 0 00—

DEATH OF LIEUT.-COLONEL SETH W. CoOK

In the death of Lieut.-Colonel Seth W. Cook on February 10th last at Chanute
Field, Ill., the Air Corps lost another distinguished officer bearing that name
within the space of a month, the first one being Captain H. Weir Cook who, we
-are glad to say, is still in the land of the living.

Funeral services for Colonel Cook were held at the receivirng vault at
Arlington National Cemetery on Friday, February 15th. During the ceremony.a fnr-
mation of O2~H observation planes from Bolling Field hovered overhead. The parti-
cipating pilots in this formation were Captains Harold M. McClelland, Ross G.
Hoyt, Lieuts. Newton Longfellow and Louis M. Merrick. The pallbearers were. Cols,
Leon B. Xromer, Cavalry; Walter T. Bates, General Staff Corps; James ‘M. Graham,
Inspector General's Department; Lieut.-Colonels Roy T. Kirtland, Harry Graham and
Henry C. Pratt of the Air Corps.

Colonel Cook was a veteran of the Spanish-American War, enlisting in the
Cavalry June 1, 1898.  Apvointed from the ranks, he was commissioned a 2nd Lieut.
of Cavalry on February 2, 1901; promoted to lst Lieut. April 18, 1909, and %o
Captain July 1, 1916. After seeing service with the Punitive Expedition in Mexice
under General Pershing, he was detailed to the Aviation Section, Sig. Corps; took
flying training at the Aviation School at San Diego, Calif., and was rated a
- Junior Military Aviator on June 15, 1917.

While with the Air Corns ‘Colonel Cook served successively at Columbus, N.M.
with the 1st Aero Sqdn.; at elly Tield, Texas; Gerstner Field, lake Charles, la.;
Scott Field, I1l.; Ellington Field, Houston, Texas; and Taylor Field, Alabama.

Relieved from detail with the Air Corps and serving for a brief period with
the 1lst Cavalry at Douglas, Arizona, he was shortly afterwards permanently Gom-
missioned in the Air Corps and served at XKelly Field, Texas, and as Air Officer
of the 5th Corps Area at Columbus, Ohio, prior to his being assigned on June 30,
1928, as Comnandlng Officer of Chanute Fleld I11., his last station.

v~5863, AcCu
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ATR FESERVE ACTIVITIES IN WESTERN PENTSYLVANIA =

- By the News Letter Corresnondent

In order to’ discover dnd “learn all about the actl"ities of other Air Corps
Reserve activities ana OIganlzatlons thruout the United States, it was thought
“that a brief resume of "the work being accomnllshea in Western Pennsylvania by
- the 99th Division Organized Reserve Air Corps Unlts would not be remiss and
would lead to some expressions from other Air Corp° Reserve Airdromes.

The 4ir Corps Reserve Units of the 99th Division comjrise the 324th Obser-
vation Squadron, 324th Photo Section, and the Headquarters Detachment, 99th
Division Air Corps, all commosed of reserve officers and enlisted reservists
residing in the Western Pennsylvania district. Then first organized, there was
no flying field from vhich the reserve officers could fly, but thru the efforts
of the Aero Club of Pittsburgh, an organization composed of practically all
aviators who flew during the last war in all armies, both Allied and German, a
tract of land, now called Rodgers Fleld, was made available. This tract was
leased by the Club, which in turn leaséd same to the Governmont as a Reserve
Airdrome., Finding the terms ‘of the 1eage too. burdensoue,, the Aero Club success-
fully persuaded the City of Pittsburzh to gurchase the 1and and 1ease it to the
Government for a period of ten years.

‘The War Department erected two standard size hangars and a éasollne and 0il
storage system, placed lst ILieut. Royal B, Lew, Air Corps, now ﬂersonnel AdJutant
at Kelly Field, Texas, in charge thereof, with three Civil, Sprv1ce mechanlcs,
~&and farnished six airplanes of the JIS tyne together with the necessary supplies.

" The past summer saw approximately 55 reserve oiflcers fly about 400 air~

-craft hours. This can be considered as remarkable when it is taken into account
that there were but two ailrplanes stationed here for a.greater part of the time.
A1l of the JN tyne airplanes had been eliminated 1n Sebteﬂber, and thore -were
“but two PT-1 rzlanes stationed here until late’ in the year, when two more: were
~added to our equloment A Douglas 0-2 a1vnlane was also added for the use of
Captain Thomas S. Voss, Air Corps, the present Unit Instructor. Wlth the coming
"of good weather, an interesting and intensive tralning program will be put.into
- effect, with flylng practlually ever“ day and the carrvmb out of a practlcal
“mission, :

In competition with several other Alr Peserve sauadrons which were at
Langley Fleld Va., last summer for two weeks of actlve duty training, the or-
ganization was awarded a cup for being the best all- around Reserve squadron in

-the Third Corps Avea.

The present training nrogram calls for the carrylnv on by the squadron of-
ficers exclusively, with only an occa31onal bit of assistance from the Unit.
Instructor, They will make the necessary plans carry. them out, etc.; in fact,
run the organization as though they were in c0mole e charge. This w111 prepare
them for their coming summer training camp at Langley Vxeld 1n July, when it is
hoped that they will be permltted to take over the affairg of -one of ‘the Regular
Army-units stationed there.

A mumber of the pilots of this organ1zatlon are. engaged in commerc1al avia-
tion. Out of a total of 35 flylng officers, 15 hold a- Department of Commerce
- transport license; three a limited commercial license and three. private licenses,
- Bignht pllots also hold a mechanlc's 1lcense issued .them by the Department of
Cofnmerce. ' Three of the tvansnort pilots are engaged By the local alr Mail line
as air mail pilots flying betwcbn Cleveland and Pittsburgh,

The organization also boasts -of-the largest. group of enlisted reservists
- (68) assigned to any one reserve unit. Practically all of them are engaged in

some phase of aviation which will fit then for active -duty in case of a national
emgrgency.  We find 11 pilots amon, tﬁen, one of. whom has a.transport license,
3 hold llmlted commercial licenses and the remwinder nrivate pilot's licenses.
Nineteen of the reservists hold a meca~u¢o's *Lcen e issued by the Department
:of Commerce - hoth airplane and alrntane engine, . Amougst the personunel we find
‘all occupations necessary to .carry.on a Regular ArwJ unit, such as clerks,auto-
mobile mechanics and chauffeurs, several electricians, a chemist, several
lawyers, policemen, draftsmen, oil refincr, tailors, cooks, radio electrician
" and operator, welders, cablnetmakers,.teiennone ilmesman and onerator a photo~»
grapher -a Journalist, and so on.
' These enlisted reservists are so enthaaﬂastlc over thevr Work that they even
attend drill ctice a week given thenm by .a Reswiar Army noncormissioned officer.
They attend all the prescrived Unit meetings, hold their own in the Corresponds :
_ -6 V5865, A.C.
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enes Course School lessors and come out to the fleld to receive practical instruc

tion from the Chief Mechanic. S
' " We are setting a pace for other Reserve squadrons to shoot at. This coming
year we hope to take many of the enlisted men te camp for the two weeks' train-
ing period and give them some actual exnerience., Last year ten of $hem paid
their own way and attended camp without entailing any expense to the government
They spoke so highly of their experlence that everyone ig anxious to attend this
year's camp.

~==-000-~—

AVIATION IN EUROPE DESCRIBED BY MR. IDL.
By A. M. Jacobs

Mr. J.J. Ide, American representative of the National Advisory Cormittee
" for Aeronautics, who has been in the United States since early in December when
he came to attend the International Conference and the Chicago Air Exhlbltlon,
was & recent visitor at eryht Field, Dayton, Ohio.

~ Mr. Ide's address to the Wright Field personnel was, as always, stlmulat—
ing, his intimate knowledge of technical develonments in the forelgn ﬁields
being like the opening of a door to eyes eager for broader visions, He spoke
of the German Aero Show held at Berlin and of the giant aircraft on display
there, also of the huge. seanlanes being built by ‘the Rohrbach and Dornier
companies, One of these Rohrbachs, not quite completed, he described as being
powered with 12 Jupiter engines arranged in six tandem groups above the wing.
He spoke of the contimued interest. in and development of the vater—cooled en-

gine in Gérmany and England.
o WThe Germans," Mr.- Ide said, "nmﬁe their passenger cabins. comfortable by
having long exhaust pipes. carried back to a point behind the cabin, vhich makes
it perfectly possible to.converse with the windows open. While the Germans lead
the world in passenger aviation, all nassenger planes in Furope have become ex-
ceedingly comfortable. These airplanes have plenty of leg and head room., Each
passenger has his own window and usuallv a collapsible ‘table for his use. They
have, in fact; all the comforts of a first class railroad car. These services
also have an elaborate radio commnication’ 8ys tem They know the weather condi-
tions within one hour of tale-off." = ”

A resume of the military situation was given. Fe snoke of the 115ht train-
ing planes 'in use in Italy and France, where they consider it wasteful to use
expensive pursuit types to keep pilots in training; of the.French multiplace de
combat, a 3-seater- fighter, the outstanding examvle of which is the Bleriot 127,
with two -500 horsepower Hispano Suiza engines. Three-seater Foklters have also
been ordered ‘by.the Dutch Government for long distance reconnaissance purposes.
The idea of this Fokker is to protect the observer from rear attacks. The
French Technical Service has undergone considerable exnansion under the present
. Air Minister, M. Eynae, who has increased: the appropriations for the scientific
and technical work of the Government to the total of $10,000,000, an increase
from four to fifteen percent of the’ total oud&et of the French Air Force.

Mr. Ide plans. to remain in the United States about a month longer to com-
plete his technical observations, when he will return to his work in Paris. It
1s hoped that Mr Ide's visits to the Materiel Division may he an annual event.

, ===000=m= -

PAN AMERIGAW AIRWAYS PIIOT VISITS LANGLEY FIELD

Mr. Robert H Fatt, Jr. , crack p11ot of the new Pan—Anerlcan Airways ,

. dropped into langley Field Jan. 27th with a Fokker F-10 on his way to Miami,

Havana, Colon, and other points south, - Bad weather in the form of dense fog
held him up for two days at this field. . He stated that he would not ordinarily
- stop because of fog or other bad weéather, but since there was no great rush to
get away he would wait until clear weather, While , here he was the cuest of
Iieut. W.R. Wolfinbarger, an old mail pilot pal .of Fatt's,

Mr, Fatt was entlusiastic over the Pan-American prospects. 'From the gen~
eral tone of his talk, it appears that the big aerial companles being formed
are desirous of "chiseling" out the best of the Army: pilots, espécially those

with wide expericnce., And with remedial legislation for the Air Cerps at a
- standstill, the News lLetter Corresaondent from langley Field opines that thls
‘should not be hard to do,
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LARGE GRADUATING CLASS FROM THE ADVANCED PLYING SCHOOL

The largest graduating class in the history of the Advanced Flying School at
Kelly Field, Texas, since tho termination of the war, rurbering 82 Flying Cadets
and four officers from other branches of the Resular 4rmy, wmll receive their
wings on February 28th rext. At that time thesc students w111 have finished
‘their four months' course of advanced *1v1ng training at Felly Field .which,  com-
‘bined with the eight ﬁonths' voﬁk werformed at one of the two Primary Flylng
Schools of the Alr COTUS, will cons tltvto a full year of intensive flvlng train-
ing now required before the rating of "ai:plane pilot" can be bestowed.

Seventy-one of these students will be cormissioned as second lieutenants in
the Air Corps Reserve, and ten students, who hold Reserve: conmissions in other
branches of the military. pstablishment, will be transferred to- the Air Corps,-
Those students who are slated for transfer to the Alr Corps Reserve are. (adets '
Xenneth C, Brown, Edwin A. Dletel Haywood S. ‘Hansell, Hans T.E. .Hertzberg, John
P, Kenny, William lecel lee, James VW, AcCauley, Harry A. Saunders, Walworth D.
Slingerland and Reginald  ¥.C. Vance. One member of the class, Cadet Edword
Harrison Alexander, of Hobart, Indiana, already kolds a commission as Second
Lieutenant in the Air Corps Reserve, .

‘The four cormissioned officers of the Regular Arxy who are scheduled to grad—
uate have been assigred to Air Corps stations for auty as follows:

Second Lieutenant Cecil E, Henry, Selfrld?e Field, Michlgan.

Second Lieutenant James A, Willis, Lanbley Field, Virginia.

Second Lieutenant Sarmel J. Simonton, Fort Crockett, Texas.

Second Lieutenant Kenreth P, McNaughton, Post Ficld, Fort Sill, -Oklahoma,

The only foreign representative in the graduating class is Cadet Ramon Arias,
a native of Panama, who is a graduate of the United States Milltary Acadenmy, West
Point, New York and the son of Panchot Arias former Panamanian Minister to
- Germany. : ’ : ,

Two students of the Class, Cadets Richard I, Dugen and Raymond L, Winn, are
members of the famous Caterpillar Club, Both of these students, while undergoing
primary flying training, were forced to resort to the-paracimte in order to reach
the ground safely. Zach one, while practicing aerial acrobatics, was unable to
regain control of his “lane in time after it went into a tail spin. The perform-
ance of the Army paraciute enabled them to continue their training with the rest
of their comrades. _ .

The State of California once more takes the lead in the matter of student
~ representation with 13 prosuective graduates, Kansas being next in order with six.
Among the cities remresented, Weshington leads with four students.

DL the 82 graduating Cadeto, 68 have signified their desire for a tour of
extended active duty under their Reserve commission. They will be assigned to
_Alr Corps flying fields, as follows: 27 to Langley Field,. Va,; 1 to Mitchel

Field; 11 to Selfridge Field, Mich,; 2 to Maxwell Field, Ala.; 3 to Marshall
Field, Fort Riley, Kansas; 10 to Fort Crockett, Galveston, Tezas, 2 to Fort Sam
Houston, Texas; 2 to Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.; 8 to Rockwell Field, Coronado,
Calif., and 2 to Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif.

It is possible that a fair percentage of these new Reserve officers will
take the examination for permanent ajmointment in the Air Corps, Regular Army, as
has been the case with students gradupting in previous classes.

The prospective graduates of the Advanced Flying School are listed below,
as follows:

ARIZONA Harry A. Saunders 'Tucson CaLIFORNIL Xoble G. Hueter SanFrandsco

ALABAMA Thomas L. liosley . Znsley , J.Arthur Ronin Santa Ana
ARKANSAS James V. McCauley,El Dorade . J.Harold Bundy San Jose
CALIFORNIA Sam W, Cheney ~ BRerkeley David R. Graves Los Angeles
M.H, Anderson Berkeley COLORADO  Georze F. Kinzie . Greeley
H, S. Hansell,Jr. Berkeley DIST, COL. BE.F.C. Vance Tashington
Allen J. Mickle = Alameda ~ James H, Wallace Washington
Trerholm J. Meyer Antioch Chas. W. Alverson Washington
Lewis R, Parker Beaumornt ‘ Edvin M., Day Washington
Richard B. Stith Hollywood FLCRIDA W, C. Davis Saratosa
Clarence K.Roath Pasadena GI03GIA Soencer Callaway Atlanta
Kenneth C.Brown Sacrameunto v William P, Sloan Atlanta
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IDAHO Leonard F.Harman - ... Boise N CAROLINA. Bdwin L. Tucker Laurinbur

INDIANA Otis F. Bryan  Bloomington © 47 Albert Boyd - - Ashville
-~ . Barley R. Grater ~  Lebanon OHIO Robt. H. Clarke Dayton
o Bdw.H. Alexander | Hotart - ' Samel R, Spiker - Piqua

IOWA' . - Herry E.Campbell Des Moines " 7 = . Robért,M;WLlson;<~3 ‘Toledo
©o0 7 iMorley F.Slaght, . Mt., Vernmon - - H.F. Zimmerman Clyde
KANSAS = * Chas: F.Scott . =~ Iola . Dudley D, Hale. . Solon
© Floris .W..Shade ., = Hays OKLAHOMA Jack H.'Neale . Shawnee
Raymond L. Winn Kanorador =~ °' ° Chester Gilger . Enid .

.: Jack.W. Wood .~ Karsas City OREGON ' " Byron S. Warmer Pendleton
~Wm. M. .Campbell . . Merion o W.F. Phllllnpi .. . Portlarg

A o0 L.R. Brownfield Indenenﬁence”l > © Ivan D. Houston  Fugene
KENTUCKY - Glenn F., Fields Whitesburg - ~ John P. Kenny ‘Portland
LOUISIANA- Richard V.Conover Lake Charles " - . George H.Pfeuffer Portland
N 5 | Nugler Booth Abbeville NORTH DAKOTA Wm. A. Matheny Carrington
MASS. - - M.S. Hollidge = East Milton TENNESSEE = Harry H. Jones  Nashville
MICHIGAN Durward 0. Lowry  Ann Arbor - " . H.L. Grills = Somerville

i John S.B, Harvey Traverse City . John W. Thomas Chattamooga
MINNESOTA W.D. Slingerland Kasson TEXAS H.T.E.Hertzberg SanAntonio

- 'MISSOURI  Flint Garrison,Jr. St. Louils - Wm. H. Maverick SanAntonio
N.A.Laurenzana Kansas City Edwin A. Dietel NewBraunfels

M. F. Tindall Excelslor Spgs Wm. Lecel Lee Weatherforc

Marl Estes Springfield ‘ G.M. Lasater Falfurrias

Ralph A. Marphy Kansas City WEST VA. =~  H.G.Nicholson,Jr.Charlesto:

MONTANA =~ Richard I. Dugan Whitefish VIRGINIA  Framk Armstrong,Jr.Richmoi

" NEBRASKA - Horace J. Reid ‘Pilger - - 'C.Weston Goode.. Salen
ONLUH. . T.Robt.Starratt Manchester  WISCONSIN  Paul’ M.Jacobs  Wauwautosa
NEW. YORK Wllllam T.Colman = Dunkirk o - . Frank W.Raymond Rhinelander
Thomas S. Power,Great Neck,LI PANAMA Ramon Arias Panama City

. ===000--=
PICTORIAL HISTORY oF AVIATION SHOWN ar WRIGHT FIELD/

A new mov1ng nicture screen, 16 by 12 feet, has been palnted on the stage
wall of the auditorium of the Mater1e1 Division at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio.

The window drapes have been adjusted to properly exclude light, and other improve-
ments have been made to better the facilities for satlsfactory moving picture pro-
jection, changes which have been contemplated ever since the removal to the
(still) new Wright Field.

The first film to be shown under the 1mproved condltions was one assembled b;
the National Cash Register Company for the entertainmeht of the International
delegates called for conference by Presldent 00011dge, and also to celebrate the
twenty-fifth anniversary of. flight. This' film was entitled "Twenty-Five Years of
Flight." Since much of it had been mdde by the Materiel Division, it  was shown

“for the Division personnel on Jamary 22nd, and as a very detailed pictorial his-
tory of avlatxon since the first flight it vas - reatly engoyed. 3
: ~+=000-=~ ‘

ATTACK GROUP PILOTS PARTICIPATE IN AIR MEET AT MIAMI FLA.

A flight- of nine A-3's,; piloted by Major John H, Jouett, Lieuts. McHenry,
McGinley, Gross, Zeigler, Flock, George, MacNair and Kelley, carrying as passen-
gers Captain Charles E, Brenn, M.C., Flight Surgeon, and crew chiefs, departed
from Fbrt Crockett, Texas, for Miami, Fla. Due to inclement weather, the depart-
ure was made in the afternoon, landing being made at - Pensacola, Fla., whetre the
personnel enjoyed the hospitality of the Navy for the nlght :

With the combined efforts of many sailors, the IFIZ'S were. started on an ex-
ceptlonally cold morning, and the flight arrived in Miami that evening. Due to
the bad weather, several of the civ111an entries for the air meet did not arrive,
and Magor Jouett was asked to take charge of mllltary and naval entries in order
that a satisfactory meet could be arranged.’ Several cups. were won by service
pilots who, it is believed, iontributed in a large measure to the success of the
meet. It was intended to make the return flight to Galveston in one day, but a
balky engine caused a delay in starting, ‘and it was necessary to land at New
Orleans. The field at Fort Crockett is’ not _equipped with landing lights and Maj.
Jouett did not deem it advisable to. come “in after dark with the nine airplanes.
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORﬂEBS AFFEGTING AIR COEPS OFFICERS

CHANGES OF STATION: lst Lieut. Walter K Burgess relieved from detail with
‘Organized Reserves, 9th Corps Ares, Santa Monica, Calif., and detailed to duty
at University of Illinois, Urbana, I11.

lst Lieut. Harold Brand, 12th Obs. Squadron, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to

~duty in Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington.

Upon completion of tour of duty in Panama -lst Lieut. Burton F. Lewls to
proceed to Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., for duty.

Major Percy E. Van Nostrand to duty as instructor at Air Corps Tactical
School, Langley Field, Va., upon completion of tour of duty in Hawaii.

Major Herbert A. Dargue relieved as student at Army War College, Washington
D.C., and to Newport, R.I. not later than July 1, 1929, for duty as student,
1929-1930 course, at Naval War College.

Major Hubert R. Harmon relieved from duty as Assistant Military Attache for
Air, London, England, and to United States Mlllta“y Academy, West Point, N.Y.,
for duty May 1, 1929.

Major B.Q. Jones relieved from further aSblunment and duty as student at
Army War College and detailed as menber of War Department General Staff effec-
tive July 1, 1°29.

Upon completion present course of instruction at Air Corps Tactical School,
Langley Fleld Va., Capt. Douglas Johnston to serve as instructor thereat.

Captain Cliver S. Ferson, upon corpletion of present course of instruction
at Air Corps Tactical Schocl, Langley Field, to duty as Instructor at Air Corps
Technical School, Chamute Field, Il1.

lst Lieut. Raphael Baez, Jr., from duty with 1llth Borbardment Squadron to -
duty at Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif.

1st Lieut. Wm, R. Sweeley, instructor at Primary Flying School, March
Field, to duty at Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif., with Organized Reserves.

2nd Lieut. Kenneth P. Mclaughton, unon completion of present course of in-
struction at Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, to Post Field, Fort Sill,Ckla.

lst Lieut. Joseph Smith, Kelly Field, to the Philippines, salllng from
San Francisco on or about March 9, 1929
RELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO THE AIR COJPS' 2nd»Lleut WaltermG Staley to the 25th
Infantry, Fort Huachuca, Arizona.

2nd Lieut. Carl H. Stur&&i to Signal Corps, 2ud Div., Fort Sar Houston, Tex.

2nd Lieut. Thomas J. Cody, Signal Corps, to 2nd Div, Fort Sam Houston, Tex.

2nd Lieut, John B, Allen to Signal Corps, lst D1v1s1on, Fort Bliss, Texas.
2nd Lieut. Ralph J. Butchere, Infantry, to 2nd Div., Fort Sam Houston,Tex.
2nd Lieut. Carl S. Graybeal, Irnfantry, to 2nd Div., Fort Sam Houston,Tex.
. 1lst Lieut. Walter R. Hensey, Jr. to Field Art. 2nd Div., Ft. Sam Houston.
DETAILED TO AIR CORPS AND TO BROOKS FIELD; TEXAS, JULY 1, 1929, FOR TRAINING:
2nd Lieut. Frederick P, Muuson, Infantry. :

2nd Lieut. William C. Sams, Jr., Infaniry.

2nd Lieut. Thomas R. Horton, Infantry.

2nd Lieut. David P. Laubach, Corps of Engineers.

RESERVE OFFICERS DETAILED TO EXTENDED ACTIVE DULY: ,
2nd Lieut. Wm. Chamberlayne Bentley, Jr. to Langley Field,Va. to June 30,29.
2nd Lieut. Edward H. Alexander,March 1,1929 to Feb. 28,1920,Selfridge Field
2nd Lieut. Wm. Douglas Herrlﬁg, March 1,1929 to Ebbzuar 28, 1930, at TFort
Sam Houston, Texas.
RESERVE OFFICERS RELIEVED FROM EXTEXDED ACTIVE DUTY: 2nd Lieutenant James N.
Peyton, Reserve, February 19, 1229.
RESIGNATIONS: 2nd Lieutenant Homer Ceylon Mzdson, Air Corps.
Captaln Harvey Weir Cook.
w==000~~=

CHnNGmS IN STATUS OF AIR CORPS ENLISTED MEN

1st Sergeant John R, Bluhm, 20th Bombardment Squadron, Langley Field, Va.,
-placed upon the retired list.

Staff Sergeant Wallace C. Cotton, 1llth School Group, Brooks Field, Texas, -
placed on the retired list.

Technical Sergeant George Anderson, 47th School Squadron, March Field,
Calif., promoted to Master Sergeant. .
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Staff Sergeant James H. Craine (J.4.P. ) 59th Service Squadron, Langley Field.
promoted to Pechnical Sergeant. -

lst Sergeant James F, Smyth, Bolllng Field promoted to Master Sergeant.

lst Sergeant George Garner, 5th Observation Sgdn. Mitchel Field placed on
the retired list.

Master Sergeant Fred Kellv, Alrplane Pilot, March Field, Calif., discharged
by purchase, thus reduc1ng ramber of enlisted pllots, including nghter—than—hlr
and J.A.P's, to 37, ~

Staff Sergeant Edward Wetteran, Kelly Fleld a9301nted Technical Sergeant
Jamuary 9, 1929, to fill vacancy recently authorized.

Staff. Serﬁeant Gust A. Tayloe, Chanute Field, appointed Technical Sergeant
Jamary 9, 1929, to fill one of newly authorized vacancies.

Master Sergeant Robert Hornby, 41lst School Squadron, Kelly Field, placed on
the retired list.

. Warrant Officer Emory L. Wallace relieved from duty at 6th Corps Area Hgrs.
and assigned to duty at Hqrs. 4th Corps Area.
~ Technical Sergeant George CGordon appointed Master Sergeant to fill vacancy
~in 4lst School Squadron, Kelly Field, Texas.

Technical Sergeant James H. Crawley apn01nted as Moster Sergeant and Staff
Sergeant Wm. V. Anple as Technical Sergeant to fill vacancies at Fort Crockett,
Texas, due.to retirement of Master Sergeant George B. Raymond.

DIED -~ Sergeant Mike Roshak, January 22, 1929, at Fort Sfﬁﬂtatbﬂ.;exas, of
injuries received when struck by a propeller at Brooks Field.

=m0 0p—m—

ASSOCIATED PRESS APPRECIATES AIR CO??S COOPERATION’J

Mr. Walter B. Clausen, Ass oc1ated Press Correswondent, in a recent letter
to the Secretary of War - stated:s : :

"My dear Mr. Davis: , ' ' ‘ ¢

I wish to express to you an anprec1at10n for the snlendldly efficient ar-
rangements of the War Demartment by which information has been made so easily
available to the press on the flight of the "Question Mark" to date.

At Metropoliten Airport and Rockwell Field, representatives of the press
have found what I am pleased to term an ideal situation. Under the administra-
tion of Mr. H.J. Adamson and Press Relations Officer, Lieut. Clarence P. Kane,
facilities have been so adequately provided that not only have requests been
promptly met, but the needs of the newspapermen have been anticipated. Mr.
Adamson and Lieut. Kane revealed basic newspaper training so valuable for the
duties entrusted to them. We have found in every Army officer connected with the
“‘mission a most delightful spirit of cooperation. I have met every officer at
‘Rockwell Field and the Metropolitan Airport, and it is a pleasure to say that
there is not a single exception.

Such field arrangements, revealing administration by those who have a valu—
able background of press experience, provide a service which reflects most credit-
ably to the Army and to the War Department.

I feel that you will be interested to know that I am writing to General
Manager Kent Cooper of the Associated Press that the Army has won a higher pride
in these most satisfactory field arrangements for the press.

~==000--~

READ THIS AND WEEP

From time to time there are received in the Office of the Chief of the
Air Corps from various sources letters which are most horrible examples of
wretched spelling, poor gramgar and sheer nonsense. A letter along somewhat
different: lines recently found its way in the Personnel Division which fur-
nished eloquent testimony of the surprising lack of kmowledge concerning the
United States Army in quarters where one would least expect it. This letter,
coming from an educational institution and transmittlng the scholastic record
of one of its undergraduates who was an apmllcant for apjointment as Flying
Cadet in the Army Air Corps, was addressed as follows:
"A, D. Jutant, General
Washington, D.C.
My dear Mr. Jutant:
H* ook K ok ok ok ok .ok ok ok ok ok ok I
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NEWLY GOMMISSIONED OFFICEES IN THE AIR CORPS

As a result of the examlnatloﬂ held on Jamuary 17th last of candidates for
appointment as 2nd- Lieutenant in the Air Corps, Regular Army, 48 qualified for
such appointment. The names of these newly commissiqned Air Corps.officers and

~bhe stations to which they are to be assigned to duty are given below, as
follows~

Name C o . Station-
Walker, Ronald R. SR - .-;'vrarshau Field, Fort Rlley, Kansas.
Broughton, Donald E. L e W
Erickson, Wilbur . .= . . o oo EETTER R
Brownfield, Ralph™0, =~ BT L
Hix, Guy F. ' oo
Pirtle, Robert E.L. TR BRI
Hudson, LeRoy ' Fort Sam Houston Texas.
Pillet, FTederlck AL S - . e
Pitts, Joel G, ' . L S o : ' " I
Rice, Eugene H ‘ o I S T I
Mallory, Joel E : : -~ i Rockwell Field, ‘Coronado, Calif.. . ..-
Williams, Roger V. ‘ e oo T

~ Ives, Norman H. _ T ARE AN B ST

Robinson, Stanley X. S ;;,y; [P | a5
Solter, Andrew F. A ' ‘ "o
Fator, Lilburn D. _ S Fort 8111 Oklahoma :
Glantzberg, Frederick E. . --Mitchel:Field, Long Island, NEW YOrk
Henry, Draper F, ' o S .
Akre, Roland 0.S. . S T A I
Shephard, Willard R, T R
Buclaman, Tonald W. Langley Field, Hampton, Va.
Higgins, Warren H. ' "
Tull, Lloyd H. . x . R
Agee, Walter R. - o . Lo e
Stranathan, Leland S, .= -~ Bolling Field,” Anacos’cia, D.C.
Robertson, William 4.R. | ST -
Heber, Reginald L Fort Crockett, GalveSton, Texas.
Johnson, Robert D. ' = S M
Pennington, Hanford W. ' 5 oo
Kelley, Archibald M. ' L B
Zeigler, Francis M. o o ’
Barr, Julius A, ‘ S Selfrluge Fleld Mt Clemens Mlch.
Winefordner, John A, T W
Moore, Aubrey . - . Co .
Theison, Carl F. - : oo
Sanders, Homer_L. ' . ST
Wurtsmith, Paul B. o Lte s
Warburton, Ernest K. o S
Shanahan, Paul E.. _ oo
Duckworth, Joseph B. " o
Earnest, Charles H. - . Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala.
McArthur, William H. - om '

Woodbury, Murray C. ’ ) . "
Bawsel, ILindsay M. 4

Kayo, Minton W. Crissy Field, Presidio San Francisco,Cal.
Lyon, Donald R. , " .
Hansen, George V. ‘ S o ..

' ‘ ‘ —-~oOo-~—ﬁ'~” ' "
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OFFICERS OF OTHER B?ANCHES T?ANSFERRED TO AIR CORPS

Special Orders of the War Deoartment recently issued, announced the trans—“
fer of the following-named offlcers from various:branches of the serv1ce to. the
Army Air Corps, effective Jamary 22, 1929, with rank from January 14, 1°27 vizg:

" 2nd Lieutenant Orrin L. Grover, Coast Artillery Gorps.
2nd Lieutenant Neil B, Harding, Infantry.
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2nd Lleutenant Charle° A. Harrlngton Corps of Engineers
- 2nd Lieutenant. John C. Crosthwaite, Cavalry -

2nd Lieutenant James D. Cartis, Coast Artillery Corps

2nd Lieutenant Milton M. Towner, Field Artillery

2nd Lieutenant Marvin M. Burnside, C(oast Art. Corps (rank June 30,1926)

2rd Lieutenant Maurice F. Dely, Field Artillery.

end Lieutenant David M. Hackman, Infantry.

2nd Lieutenant George W. McGregor, Field Artillery.

2nd Lieutenant Fay R. Upthegrove, Infantry.

2nd Lieutenant Ernest G. Schmidt, Infantry.

2nd Lieuternant Orrin L. Grover, Coast Artillery Corps.

~==000==~

AIR CORPS COOPERATION PRAISED

Expressing his anpreciation of the cooperabion of the Air Corps in & recent
search for Mr. Louis Sweet, who was lost on the ice near Crane Island in lake
Michigan, Mr. John L.A. Galster, of the Petoskey Portland Cement Co., Petoskey,
Michigan, addressed the fallow1ng commnication to Colonel Charles Danforth,
Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Michigan:

"Dear Colonel Danforth: . ‘

* I want to take this opportunity of thanking you for the assistance given us
in connection with the search for Mr. Sweet who was lost out on the ice. Natural-
ly, we regret that the search was in vain, WNevertheless, it was ably carried
on, and not only the close relatives and friends of Mr. Sweet but the entire
northern part of the Lower Penlnsula appreciate the splendid effort that was
made to locate Mr. Sweet.

Your men, Lieuts. Elliott and Cobb and Sergeant Buff made a very complete
search and worked at times against great odds, and their work reflects credit
upon the United States Army."

Another letter addressed to Colonel Danforth from Mr. Henry Qu].l).van of
Petoskey,‘Mlch., dated January 30th, reads as follows:

"As director of the search for Louls Sweet, who was lost out on the ice
near Crane Island in Lake Michigan, I want to express my sincere appreciation
for the splendid service rendered by the aviators in assisting in this search.
I am sure that I voice the sentiment of the entire community when I say that
we are all deeply indebted to you for this service. I personally know that the

~aviators risked their own lives for many hours in this task, and I know that
every foot of territory was thoroughly covered by them. It was not their fault
that they did not see Louls Sweet in the light house in which he took refuge.
He was not in sight himself when the planes circled around the light house time
after time, nor did he leave out any signal of distress from which it could be
determined that he was there. At the time the planes circled the light house
Sweet was stretched out inside the light house, unable to even raise his head
to give a signal. I was personally with the various planes when this territory
was searched, and I know that we flew as near the light house as was consistent
with safety, and if trcre had been the least visible signal of distress at that
time we would have seen it,

The aviators deserve a great ‘deal of credit in this service, and I want you
to know that the entire pummunlty appreciates all that they have done.'

——~000-—-

MAJOR PEEK BOMBED

Major Norman W. Peek, Air Corps, stationed at Langley Field, Va., was
struck by a fragment of an aerial bord recently during a realistic bomb raid
near Fort Bustis. The Majo® was the bomber in the rear seat of an 0-11, and
when the plane dived low over the target he released his bomb. The bomb ex-
ploded, hurling fragments into "constructive" enemy pemsonnel, but apparently
not content with constructive ground casualties, it sailed a piece up into the
air and nicked the flyisg Major over the left eye. )

Major Peek says that a few more such experiences w111 harden him and make
him immune to bomb explosions.
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DATN 70 DUSK mGH'm’ 10 PAMI‘A /

A dawn-to-dusk f11¢ht from this ceuntry to the Panama Canal Zone will be
launched on March 10th by the Army Alr Corps. The flrst model of the P-12 -new-
est and fastest of ArmJ pursuit ﬁIanes ~ delivered to the-Air Corns has been
selected for this pioneering flight which, if Successful will indicate the pos-

.8ibility, ap to rate of..delivery for futire express ma11 and cargo service

" between this country and Central and Soith’ America.“]

Cantamn Ira C. Eaker, vho- receﬁtly won dlstinctlon as Chief Pilot of the
Army Air- Corns endurance plane. ngb ION MARX, will be ‘at the controls of the
plane which- is'a*single~seater. The terrltory over Which he will fly is not new
to the flier,:who-covered it:in’ 1925~ _7 as a member of the Pan—Amerlcan Good.
Will Mission fllvht, and again last upring when' he flew Assistant Secretary of _
War F, Trubee: Davison and Major-Géneral James E. Pechet, Chief of A;r Corps.,: on
their inspection trip to the Cahal Zéne: 'in the event the southward dawn—to—«"
dusic project is sucecessful,  Capt. .Faler will stage another race w1th daylight and
time on his return trip by leaving Panama at dawn in an endeavor to. reach'Browns—
ville, Texas; that evening, and Washington, D.C., the following daJ., SRS

Brownsville and Franeé Field will be the termlnals of the flight. Between
these two points, separated by a dlstance of some 2,000 miles, Captain.Eaker will
make five landings to take on fuel. ' These stops’ will be .at Tampico and |
Minatitlan, Mexico; Gustemala City, Guatemala; Managua, Nicaragua, David, ?epub-
lic of Panama, and.France Field. The gaps between these cities. are about 350

miles, excepting that between David and France Field, Whlch is about 250 miles.

‘ At each of the 'stops, Captain Eaker vill take aboard 7Q gallons of extra
high test airplane fuel consisting of 25% benzol and 75% aviation gasoline.
Taking his cue from lessons learined durmD “the crulSe of the QUESTIO& MARK, Cant.
Baker will not follow the slow process of the' ordlnary method of fllllng his
tanks by pouring gas from tins throuéh a funnel Lnsteadd there W111 be on. the
right side.of. the cockpiti‘in his Snlp a’ handrmobble puinp, to. which, will, be.attachr
ed.a 20 foot hose.' 'This hose will be' iﬁserted into drum from Whlch.the gas: will
be pumped directly into the tanks: aboard the plane. Ihasmuch as. the ra&e of flow

" through- the.pump. is about 35 gallons ner ﬂinate aﬁd as’ Captaig Eaker will -keep

his motor;runnihgwhile- refueling, it is es tlﬂated tha each landing Will con-
sume no .more than:three or-four: mlﬁutes )

.. Aside from'the. puip and the hose the only other sne01a1 equlpment on the
shin is a 70 gallon tank Wwhich will reﬁlace the standard 50 gallon container
fitted under ‘the motor, ' This tank’ 1nsta11at10n together vith, the regular 50~
gallon tank, built in the fuselage gives ‘the plane a. total. fuel caoac;ty of 120

.gallons, which its 450 h.p. motor will consume at the rate of Zb gallons. an hour.
The ship has a cruising speed of from 150 to 155 miles an hour,.-and a; max imum '
speed 'of 188 m.p.h. Hovever, Caota11 Eaker does not intend to nush his motor to
its top-notch sdeed unless strong headwinds or .other conditions should force him
to do so. He .intends to runm it at about 1750 r,p.m., which will give him an air-
speed of about 150 miles an hour, thus enabllng him to reach Panama some. 15 hrs.
after his plane leaves the ground at 4 o'clock on the morning of March 10th.

The ship whick will be named "The Pan-American,' is the latest Army pursuit
plane. " This fast and tiny aircraft - its wingspread is only 23 feet and from tip
to tail it measures not more than 7 yards - stands in sharp contrast to the huge
tri-motored ship which Capt. Eaker piloted for so many hours during more than 40
refueling contacts in mid-air. It will not be possible to refuel the "Pan
American" in flight, as in the first place refuellng ships are not. fast enough to

keen up with this pursuit ship. Its 450 h.p, motor r%presents the combined
power of two of the, three ongines used on the QUESTION MARK. The power plant. &6
& !Lcyllnder air-cooled motor equipped with a'‘suvmer cha rging arrangement .which
feeds air at sea level. temperature aad pressure-into the carburetor, tlms insur-
1n5 efficieht englne performance up to extremely high'altitudes, The super

rger will cdme. in handy on the Minatitlan-Guatemala City. lap, when Captain
maknr st elimd to nearly 10,00Q fegt to get.over.the mountaiihs back of Whlch
li¢s the mile~high airport which serves the Guateﬂalan capital,- _

The color scheme of the Shlp will be as umusual as. it is- striking. It:will
have an ebony body, crimson rosé and tail, and silvery white wings.

Captain Eaker is now in Seattle where the ship is.being built. He plans to
leave for Kelly Field wBhortly, making: ovYernight: stops at Oakland,Riverside and
San Diego, Calif.; Tucson,Ariz.; El Paso and Midland, Texas. Thorough flight
tests will be conducted at Kelly Field, where alsp will be installed the special
tank and the pumping géar.  These details attended to, Captain Eaker will fly to
Brownsville Merch 8th or 9th, so as to be ready to start the dawn-to-dusk flight
on March 10th, if weather condittons are favorable.
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Fort'crodkett‘ Galveston, Texas, January 31st

Tlying training for the past month COn31¢t€d qf prectlce and recordelring
in accordsance with Trainlng REguletlons 440 =40, " The Flghth Attack Squadron was
nearly comnletcd the required: course. " The” P1net1€th Attack Squadron will have

. the use of the ranges and tow target facilities during the month of: February._

Annusl. pistol. prectice and record flrlng will e held at.Fort Crogkett
beginning Februery. 1st and . Qrgsnization Commanders are alzeady tralnlng their
personnel in trigger squeeze and sighting. ;

Licuts. Williams, McBlaln -and Rébbins™ nerc ordered tq the A1r Corns Train—
ing Center at Duncen Ficld. The latest: renorts from J.G, are that ‘he 1s now-
learhing to be a dual 1nstructor tnder- the tutelage of his former students at
"Brooks Field.

Lieut. Davidson, in addition to being Group "Armament Offlcer, i's now
- Commanding the Sixtieth Serv1ce Squadron and L1€ut McGinley .is the Engineer

Officer. B

- Due to the recent fillod in area adjacent to Fort Crockett, all drainage
which has been installed was maode worthless and the past rainy season saused
considerable discomfort and actusl distress; due to lakes which have formed
in"the area of the non-commissiéned officers quarters, transportation and cors. .
rals: ”"Work is now nearly completed on a new draihage projeet which, it is:be="
-511€ved will eliminate this source of distress. Dltches whlch were covered. by
shifting sands are now beingropened and within a very short time will be in
sHap€ “to use. Due to the kindness of the City of Galveston whlch loaned” the
*Quartermaster rollers and graders, the ' shell roads have been put 1n TACe. track
?scohdition. Constructlon of a community :gerage bulldlng and a new build1ng Xo
“house” the’ Post Exchange tallcr, permitted the removal of several 0ld and un- i
sightlyf,mall build1ngs, thus grestly: cnhanc1ng ‘the appearance of the Posts

“Fund's eXpected for the construction.of & runWa"'on the airdrome- have not
as yet been received, and strenuous-efforts are belng made bv Capt. Wooten, . =
onerations Offlcer, to. keep at least one:sméoth’ runway for take-offs and land-:

ings: - This would have been practically imvossible had it not been that Galves—
ton-has been blessed with an over amount of rain’ ‘this past SPaSQn, the rain-
gedving the dual purpose of rooting the.grass if- "t he' 100se sand _as. well as.
dscreasinv the amount of flying which ‘could be -dgne;  ‘*" -

Colenel C.B. Stone,Jr., Inspector Genrtral of - the 8th" Corps Area, complcted
an’ inspectlon of the froup and Post. e believe the Colonel was. very. much
pleased with the manner in which he found the-activitiés atyﬁort Crockett :
functionlng. Dur1ng his visit here. he accompenied Major . Jbuét";and Cent .- Wooten
. OW B hunting trip to the “roup camp on’/Matagorda Péninsula,’ and inc1denta11y,
owing to exceedingly inclement and fogey-weather: while there as given an ae--
tﬂa& '‘démonstration of why flying pay is allowed to Air Corpsvp ”ts. : .
qit uténeral Lahm, Commending General of -the Air: Corps Training‘Center and ) ‘
Lieut ~0gden,'were visitors at Fort.Crogkett. on Jenuary 26th, ‘stopping. in for -
lunch with MaJor Jouett on tqelr way by.air from-New Orledns to San Antonio.'

Liéwt. Thomas W. Munford C.A.Gy: Commandlng Offlcer of the qarbor Pe-,
fenses, (fired eight rounds from Batteny Hampton on the 24th of January . The -
firing was observed by practically all of the A;r Corps nfflcers and Lieut., -

, Davidson is now working on a water COol1ng ‘devite to. prevent the’ ten. in¢h guns
“ from overheating. Major Hayes, Coros Area Ordnance Offlcer was present at
Fort ‘Crockett to observe the flring "]- RS

Eight -A-3s were sent to the San Antonlo Alr Depot for overhaul,_and are
expected. to  be completed in time for use. in.the . ‘spring maneuvers.

Capt. Horace N: Heisen, A.C. Commandlng 0fficer of the N1netleth Attack
Squadron, returned from leave of - absence 6f -¢ne month and fourteen davs, during
which time the. sPeedometsr of his new Ford 'sHows that he cqvevad,8030,m11es.

e was g1ven the. Group Ouo for dlstance in” miles for tha month-of: January '

: ggley Field, Hemoton, Va January 31 1929 S

Tf‘ fi,f?f‘ i0a] Sc 'ol, by L. Wn.J, McK1ernan Jr.. The period embrac—'
ing January 16th to the 27th, both dates 1ncxu31ve was devoted to Attack Flying
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Training, Navigation Training Flights, Routine Test Flights and Routine Training
Flights, both for the commissioned and enlisted personnel. A total of twelve
successful Navigation Troining Flights were performed during this period in air-
planes of this orgenization by personnel of the Bombardment Group and the Ailr
Corps Tactical School.

. In order to proceed with their regular training s"hedule the Second Bom-
bardment Group has been using the Curtiss AT-5 and 0O-11 airplsnes of this orgen-
ization in the above periocd, during the forenoon of each dey when the weather
nermltted

On Januery 26th, the Air Corps Tectical School furnished a flight of five
Curtiss AT-5 airplanes to act as escort to the "Question Mark", which was to
have been en route from Greensboro, N.C., to Bolling Field, D.C. This Flight

proceeded from this stetion at 9:00 A.M. on the above date, but in view of the
fact that the Flight of the "Question Mark" was delayed because of minor re-
pairs, the above flight proceeded to Bolling Wield, and later returned to
Langley ¥ield,

Inclement weather lately has retarded flying cperations to 2 great extent.

Nineteenth Airship Company, by Lt. M.E. McHugo,A.C.: There has been no
flying during the vest weck by the 19th, due to weather conditions.

Work on the "TC-10-254" is progressing rapidly and the ship will be ready
for a test flight within a few days. When this ship was deflated it had a
record of 1560 aircraft hours and slightly over 11,000 men hours.

2nd Lieut. Uzal G. Ent, A.C., of this organization, was given the Cheney
Awerd for 1928 for courage, daring and heroism in endeavoring to save the life
of Lieut, Paul Evert,A.C., when their balloon, entercd in the National Elimin-
ation Race from Pittsburgh last May, was struck by lightning and burned near

Youngwood, Pa. Lieut. Ent also received the Distinguished Flying Cross for his
. daring act. The awerding of the Cheney Award to Lieut. Ent marked the second
consecutive year it was given to a member of the 19th Airship Comveny, Master
Sergeant Yarry A. Chapman having received the Awsrd for 1927 for his heroism
during the Roma Disester, February 2lst, 1922,

On January 20th, the 19th Airship Comnany Soccer Team" eas11y defeated the
Norfolk Clan at the Norfolk Lesgue Park by the score of 5 to 1. The 19th is
rated the fastest and cleverest tesm in Virginiea and it is expected to f1n1sh
at the top of the League again thils year,

2nd Photo Section, Air Corps, by It. Wm.B Blaufuss,A-C.: During the past
week the Photo Section performed its routlne “duties. Vertlcals and oblique *
pictures were taken of the Yebron Airport. '

2nd Bombardment. Group Yeadquarters, A.C., by Lt. A.J. Kerwin Malone,A.C.,
Commanding: The recent epidemic of Influen?a has not seriously impared the
efficiency of this orgsnization - only two men, Privates, First Class, Henry
and Stein being confined in the hospital.

’ - Pvt,. 1lst Class, Watson, who recently returned from Walter Reed General
HWospitel, Washington, D.C,, is now on furlough.

Pvt. Spotts, who, due to his athletic abilities was unable to get a fur-
lough during the football season, was grented one recently and, on account of
illness in his femily, was granted a ten day extension.

- Cpl. Tink, having successfully completed a course in Armament at Chanute
Field, Illinois, and passing the Air Mechanics examination with a grade of 97%,
was rated Air Mechanic, First Class.

Lieut. Bivins, who took off on a cross-country last Thursday, was detained
in Middletown, Pa., over Triday and Saturday due to inclement weather.

, Sgt. Walter A. Siebert returned Sundsy, as vassenger, from a cross-country
flight to Mitchel Field, New York.

~Pvt. lst Cl. William C. Watson recently returned from a 45 days! furlough.

Pvt. lst Cl. Rey E. Henry is the only man of this organization now on the
sick list. e is expected to be returned for duty within the next two days.

20th Bombardment Squadron,A.C., by Lt. M.M. Burnside,d.C.: Lieut. Yiggins
departed on-a cross-country flight to New York on January 19th.

The Squadron still continues to operate with only one plane. However,
several AT-5s of the A.C.T.S. have been placed at our disposal for the perform-
ance of navigation. We have also been using the two 0-1ls of the 59th Service
Squadron for gunnery missions.

 49th Bombardment Squedron,A.C., by Cant. C.G. Sellers Air-Res.,Commanding:
lst Sgt. William 4, Capell was recently granted hy the U.S. S, Government a patent
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on what g termcd "Retrectxng Landlng Lights" The men&ﬁre of the 49th Eombar&— L
ment SQuadrbn COngratuiate h1m T v
Enlidted Priot S 7ekh: Sgt. Shimbel 5. Davis, through his devotlon and integ~
rity, was nﬁomoted to, the grade of Master Sergeant. He was transferred to the
15th Obsefvatio Sqﬁadron,A €., at'Selfridte Field, Michigan: While wishing him
the oest df’Iﬁcﬁ“tﬁe Squadron regrets very much to lose him. = A
56th Bombardnent” Squadron,4.C., by Lt. Ernest G. Schmidt,A . Ci:  ° Lieut.
Hackmen Wo just returned from a week end cross-country flight to ¥itchel Field, -
New York, left for Tasbington D, C today 1n a formatlon from the A C T S to
escort the "Questlon Mark!, : o
The ' recently asSigned offlcers have prectlcally caught up in the Group
Training Program. - Lo
Z9th Servicé Squadron A.C., by Lt. George R. Geér, A.C. Commanding" Sgt
Air Mechani¢ Ist Cl., Henry H. Young was discherged on January 17, 1929 and re-
enlisted on Jennary 18 1929 for three more years.
2nd Bombardment Group, Lengley Field, Virginia, Jemuary 28th:  Gradual 1y
the 2nd Bomba;dment Group is getting back to.its. individual training program., .
Three LB-5-As were returned from the Aero Repalr where the stablllty of: the 5ail
has been improved’ somewhat . These Shlps are keépt in the air béth mofning ani
afternocon by pilots endeavorlng to complete the- tra1n1ng in camera obscura, omb- "
ing, nav1gat10n, radlo and gunnery missions. It will not be possible to comh : x
plete this tralnlng by Febrnary 1lst, as ant1c1pated but 1t will be carried on
into the next perlod of trelnlng _
The LB-6s &re scheduled to - ‘arrive February 1st and ‘the Gurtiss “Condors“‘
about March lst. When these ships arrive it will’ glve the Bombardment Groun
the first opportunity it has had ‘to act as a Group. = EREE
The two new hangars are nearlng completlon and w111 be ready for the shlps
when they arrlve. ,
Gréat ‘interest has been shown by Pllots and enlisted personnel 1n the new
LB-7 Wthh recently arr1ved at ‘this fleld

Marshall F‘1eld 'Fort RlleJ, Kensas February 5th | - Do ;_l .

The 16th observatlon Squadron has not let“up in the trainlng of its flylng
personnel’ nor'the’ missiors: pertalnlng tes Cavalry during. the.cold weather.. The
new type tank ‘triicks for hesting oil- and ‘water aided to a great extent 1n carry— o
ing on regardless of the weather. R

With® the-tempereture sround zero, the entlre flylng personnel in a pine’
ship formatlon, 1ed by MaJor Goolrick flew to Leavenworth and return last week

Lieut. Homer C. Munson submitted his resignation in order to accept 8 :
position with the Boeing Air Transport Company as air ma11 n1lot. We wish Lieut»\~
Munson much ‘success in his new work.

Lieuts. Duncen, Atkinson and Broughton recently returned from Duncan FiEld
Texas, with ‘three’ Prlmary Tralnlng Planes Wthh are now ass1rned the 16th
Observation’ Squadron. ' v

Major H.H, Arnold, who is statloned at Tort LEPvenworth flies over fOr a P-'
short visit’ occasionally “We are always- glad to see our old Commandlng Officer.

‘Olasses in various ‘subjects required by The Adjutant General 'have ‘been -
held regularly at this fleld and a vreat denl of interest hes - been shown by .
the officérs attendlng ‘same .

The nilots ‘at Marshall Field were able to obtain a fair amount of " flylng o
time durfrng the wintef¥ months regardless of the bad weather. The average time
per-pilot during December was twenty hours. :

Lieut . Duncan holds the record for the year in total pllot time’ w1th 41°
hours and 15 minutes Lleut Atkinson ran a close second with 397 hour's. and 5
minutes. Ar**f*-ei' 4

Our’ aerlal gannéry practices resulted in a real improvement in firing over
last year. Several officers who had not fired before at this station have made '
good records. For forward guns, Lieut. Atkinson holds the record W1th a. tenta~
tive gcoré ‘of 595; “ )

The morals of the 16th’ observatlon Squadron has been benefltted materxally*
by seveggl grades and ratings whlch have been diqtributed among the men’ of - :
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. Rockwell Field Goromedb Calif., Jenuery 3lst.

The latter oert of- Decewber 1928, and the first part of January, 1929 were
unusual times for Rock.ell Tield and the Rockwell Air Depot during the endurance
refueling flight of the "Question Merk": The "Question Nark" 1eft Rockwell Fleld

C En. route to Washington;:D.C., on January 20th.

Yeadquarters Squadron has received s -new Fokker C-2. The transpert is kept
in reserve for emergency flights and to carry mechesnics. "Pilcts are being quel-
ified to handle it with a-view to its.future use in: eonnectlon with the annual
maneuvers and for local purnoses. :

o Headquarters will . be forC€d to get slong without its "duck" for some . tlme
due to the fact thet the wheels folded up when the Amnhlblan was. being 1anded
.on Rockwell Field recently. :

Lieuts. 0das Moon and William C. Klngsbury left Rockwell ‘Field, by rail,
recently for the Keystone Aircraft Corp., Bristol, Pa., for purpose of ferrying
two LB-7. Keystone Bombers to’ Rocknell for asclgnment to the 1lth Bombardment
Squadron,

. The 1lth. Squadron is to receive ten Kevstone LB-7 bombers in the near

- future, and Cept. "Red" Black, commanding officer of the 1lth Bombardment Squad-

ron, promises an exiting and interesting time to all ‘concerned.

o Lieut. H.R- Baxter, has been absent for somwe days, trying to deliver a PT-1
plane tc Vancouver Barracks, Washington. Snow storms, a limited gas supply and.

the -inability of a PT-1 to get places in a hurry has kept Lieut., Baxter hooping

from one landing field to another in the Cascades with dsys between hops. Ore-

gon. and Washington are experiencing someé very severe storm" at present and the

task of getting through in a PT-1 is a sericus one. i

Capt . and Mrs. Elmendorf and Lieut. and Mrs. 0.P. Gothlin, Jr., were hosts
and hostesses at a delightful bridge party given in honor ‘of Mr. and Mrs. Goth-
1in, Sr., at the Officers Club on the evening of January 29th. The guests in- .
cluded officers and ladies of Rockwell Field, and was one of the most successful
" bridge socials given at thﬁ}Club . - ,

. The Réserve Act1v1t1es of Rockwell Fleld were allotted Yangar No. 10 for

. their snec1a1 use. : .
Lieut. C.P. Kane, Deoo Sunnlv Qfficer, on Feb: 1b6th, will address a com~-
'bined meetlng of the Reserve Officers Associztion and the Army, Navy and Marine
Officers Associetion of Los Angeles, on the subject of "Japan". The meeting
will be held at the City Club, Los Angeles, Cal. R

‘ lst Lieut. James F. Philipps (C.E.), Air Corys, who has been on duty with
-Yeadquarters, th Rombardment Aroup, Rockwell Field, since last July, 1eft dur- -
ing the month for station at Wright Field, oOhio.

1st Lieut. C.E, Thomas, Jr., Air Coros, a recent addition to the Rockwell -
Air Depot, from the. Ph;llnolnes, was acting AdJjutant of the Post for several
weeks while Lieut. Jack Greer availed himself of ‘a much -needed leave.

~1st Lieut: A.C. Strickland, A.C., represented the Commanding Officer of .
Rockwell Field, -at the annual meeting and luncheon of the San Dlego Army and
Navy Y.M.C.A. on Jenuary 22nd. .

Lieut. C.E, Thomas, Jr., represented the Commandlng Officer at the drlll
given by the lst Bat+alion, 2518t Coast Artillery,- at its 7th Annual Comnetition
Drill held at the Plaza de Panama, Balboa Park, Sen Diego.

Lieut. Alfred J. Lyon, Air Corps, arrived at Rockwell on January 17th, from
Wright %ield, Ohio, for témporary duty in cou;ec+1on with instructing the person--

nel of the Rockwell Air Depot in initial operation of new €lectric heat treatlng '

furnaces and in the casting of -high strength aluminum alloys
- Lieut. Bdward M. Powers, Air Corps, -of erght Fleld ohlo, arrived on the
29th, ferrylne a PW-9C. to" thlq stetlon.

hMaxwell Field, Jontgomery,/hla eb 14th.

.Commander Mc¥Nutt; of the American Leglon, was ferried from this station.
on Jenuary 3d to Fort Benning, Ge., by Lieut. Jas. Pratt. Major M.S. Eddy,Inf.,
stationed at Riverside Military Acedemy, Gainesville, Ga., Who accompanied Com-
mander McNutt on part of hlq tour was ferried at the same'tlme to Fort Bennlng
by Lieut. L.M. Bawsel.

A fllght of three 02~q nlanes from Naxwell Field, plloted ‘by Lieuts.
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Wriston, Cote and Persons, participated in the dedication of the new airport
at Miami early in Jenuary. A similar flight, composed of Capt. King, Liéuts.
Pratt, Glover, Delaplane and Bawsel, attended the opening of a new airdrome at
Sarasota, Fla.

i The Wokker, C-2, en route from Wright Fleld to France Wield Panama, stou—
ped overnight at this station. This flight consisted of Maior Paul Bock, Lieut.
5.G. McDonald and Lieut G.J. Canfield. Miam1, Fla. was their next scheddled .
stop. :

Major Carl DeForest Medical Corps Reserve, frgm Mobile, Ala., reported on
January 13th for two weeks'! active duty
Capt. Donald P, Muse, A.C., of this station ferried a new. 02-H plane from
Santa Monica, Cal. to this vpost.
Lieut. Narcisse L. Cote, A.C.; was married on Jamuary 19th at,Columbus, Ga.,
to Miss Ida Lee Kyle, a sister of Lieut. Reuben Kyle, Jr., who is stationed at
Maxwell Field. After a short leave, Lieut. Cote reported at Fort Benning, Ga.,
for a two months’ course in Mess Management at the Bakers and Cooks School.. At
the completion of this course, Lieut. and Mrs. Cote will return to Maxwell Field.
Lieut. Geo. W. MeGregzor, A.C., attended a two weeks' course of instruétion
in the csre of animal transportation at the Corps Area School, Fort McPherson,Ge. -
Two PT-1ls were ferried to this station in Januery by Lieut. ¥rank Byerly,
Jr., and Lieut. 3yron A. Glover, from the Fairfield Air Depot, Dayton Ohio.
The QUESTICY MARK and refueling plane, THE ASTFRISK, stooped overnlght at
Maxwell Field on their return trip to Washington. The Officers of the Post
were hosts at a GQinner party at the Montgomery Club that evening, honoring Maj.

Carl Spatz, Capt. Ira C. Feker, Capt. Hoyt and Lieut. Quesada, members of the
crew,

Wright Field, Dayton, oOhio, February 7th.

. Goold news arrived in the announcement that Lieut, Donald L. Bruner sailed
from Manila, where he has spent the last two years in foreign service, on Jan-
uary 19 and is due to return to the Division about* March 10. Seven other offi-
" cers, some of them likewise o0ld timers of the Division are due to report in the .
next several months. Capt. W.E., Keppner is due April 1, Lieuts. David Lingel,
C.,D.McAllister, G.W. Goddard, %.G. Crocker (of border-to-border fame), J. A
Woodruff and James F. Phillips, C.E., will follow.

Lieut Williem N. Amis has been aSS1gned as Acting Chief of the Flight Test
Branch during the temporary absence of Capt. St. Clair Street, who is on leave.
Lieut. Amis has also been detailed for duty with the Organ1zed Reserve Gorps,
5th Coros Area, and has been assigned to the 417th Observation Group .
Headquarters.,

Lieut. Harry Johnson has been a familiar figure at the Materiel Div181on
for the past several weeks, Lieut. Johmson is here from Selfridge Field on
temporary duty in connection with altitude flight test projects.

Capt. Wm.B. Mayer left the Divieion Januery 2lst for Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, where he was assigned for service,

San Antonlo Air Depgt Duncan Field, San ﬁntonio, Texas, Feb. bth.

: Among recent visitors at this Depot were Lieuts. Joseph H. Atkinson and
Lee F, Duncan, Air Corps, and Donald E. Broughton, A.C. Reserve, of Marshall
Field, ¥ort Riley, Kans., who arrived January 21st to obtain and ferry. back
to their home station, on the 224, three PT-1 planes.

As Lieut. Harry A. Halverson was so recently a member of this command,
this Depot was especially pleased to receive an informal visit from him on
January 22d, after his mchievement as a member of the "Question Mark" Mission.
Ye returned to this part of the country for duty at the A1r Corops Instructors'
School at Kelly Field. :

- Lieut. Edward M. Powers, of the Experimental Engineering Section, Materiel
Division, Wright Field, was an informal visitor at this Depot on January 26th,
renewing old acquaintances with his many friends here. ILieut. Powers was our
Chief Engineer Officer a few years ago.

The Depot welcomes as a new member of its- official family Lieut. Edward
V. Harbeck, who joined us on January 25th from a lgave of absence, having been
a531gned to duty here on December 10th from France Field, Panama Canal Zone.
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Lieut, Harbeck was assigned to duty in the Engineering and eperatlons Depart—
ments of the Devot. - . -

L

‘Camp Nichols, R1zal P I, Januarv 8tn

_ Flight “B" Zd Qoservatvon SQuadron' mhrough the courtesy of the: Uhited
States. A1r~Corps ‘Senta: Claus visited Manila and Cemp Nichols via airplane.
After a thorough overhaul, the "Duck?®, Aﬁﬂhlblan +* 875 is. on the ﬁob
again ~ Sgt. Henry I.. Brown, Crew Chief. _
.~ Flight. " g partlcipﬂted in an asrial exhibltlon keld at Ccmb Nlchols on
December 18th, -when the Rotary Club of Manila wos entertained at: this vost.:
... Qur Comoanv Comnander _Cavt. Donald Wilson, returned on the lothzafter an
interesting tour of China.
- Although this is the coolest season of tne year we went sw1mm1ng on Xmas
Day in Manila: Bay. ' How!s that? ... .
66th -Service Squadron: The Post Commander Major Kllner, Mrs K11ner of—
ficers of the Philippine Air Devot, Officers of the 66th, and married non-com-
missioned officers were guests of the Squadron Xmas day. ,Much-credit is due the
- Mess Sergeant and .cooks :for the excellent dinner. served. S .
.. - Lieut. Donald L .Bruner: returned from leave spent in China- and Janan. er
1s due to return to the States in January and W111 report to erght F1e1d
:Dayton, Ohio. - | ”"
Lieut. E.S, Hbag qunt the Xmas holldays at C emy. John HaJ, Baguio.‘ .
. B, &R, Office: Work is progressing on the addition to. our F & R Building.
The rooms for. g new library and. gvmmasium are. well under  way so that. the »nro=~
spects for a much improved recreation plant are rapidly materializing. The ad-
dition for the bowling alleys is rapidly nearing completion sc that work can’
soon begin on the installation of two additionel alleys.
{yTwenty men are entered in: the Post Pool Tournament. . To date, 22 games
. have been playsd end the interest is increasing,.as the number of" contestants
-narrow. down.. Martensen .and Irwin are.the favoretes to win.
+.Caot. Usher has had a very successful season a8s coach of the Post Football
Team,- Sewen gemes have. been played to datey -and Camp Nichols has the-long end
.of a. season score that reads Nichols 183 - QOoponents O, . The Air Corps team-’
handled the All Americans, the first promoters. ¢f ‘the game in.the Islends,: in.

-~ three gemes. - Scoresy. 6-0,  0-0 and 13-0. . The U.S.S8. "Beaver! eleven was taken

in -tew- for a nice 21-0 fracas: the Americen’ Cordinals  were blanked 26«0:- the’
University of.the Philiopines 71-0 and the All ¥ilipinas 52-0. The season -
line-up for Nichols: includes;. Centers, Nelson ond Horsey; Guards, McCartney
Stockwell and Stackwell; TPackles, Avery, O!'Conner, Drahoff and Craft; Ends,
Goodrich, Coursey, -Sarver,: Loomer, :HESSlerf‘Parrick'qucks"?u&sh"Guber .Rbiger
Stone, Selby, Melody end Kaiser. - :

The Nichols--Soccer tesm hes lived- up tn: the. standard set by the football
team. - They were:picked to represent: the  Army in-the Army-Navy Championship -
series against the U.S.S,"Pittsturg", the crack team of the Asiatic Fleet. The
Airmen: won two.of the three gemes. After losing the first game to- the Navy by
a score »of 4-1, Nichols: staged.a come-back and won the lest ‘two, both with scores
of 2-1. ::All games were fast-and hard fought and were: asttended by large crowds.
After the last: game, the Nichols eleven were presented with a handsome silver
cup by Admiral: Bristol;- Commender-in-Chief of the Asietic Squadron, Two prelim-
ingry geames:were played:with the U.S,5,"Canopus®, Nichols winning both 2-04 4-2.

.The- Baseball Team got away tn.a slow start, but is expected to get into
its stride soon and. reke up for lost time, .. Lieut. Burrows has taken the team
under wing, end-from-the looks of things  will put-out:a ghod team., '

Boxing Bouts were held in the Post. B & R. Buildlng on‘December 13th. hpre
were eight bouts, including: MeMullin of- Csmp Nichols vs, Lombard and:is stlll
going strong.-. He fights at-135 lbs.. and is' a beautiful fighter. He has but two

.. fights. between him and:the Inter-Service :Chamnionship, <«

Camp NWichels Orchestre:is a-yery popular.addition:to the Post activxties.
Beb. Rygawalski, of the 66th Service- Squadron, worked «faithfully for-more than
six months until he 'now has:a nine.piece outfit, with prospects .of twe or, three
- more:instruments. :This Nichols nine is very: much ln demand as a. good Amerlcan
.orchestra-is., something rare in Manila. - .

.0On December 27th, a Christmas perty, svonsored by Chap1a1n Southard .was
held in the T &R Bulld;ng, The Post orchestra. furnished dance music. -Impromtu
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songs and skits were offered by the enlisted men. The Buildlng was decorated
with greens, palms, etc.

A party was held on the efternoon of the let for the ‘children of officers
and enlisted men of the Post. Sandwiches, candy and lemonade were served in
the shade of & spreading. osk. During the party an airplene flew over and drop-
ped Santa Claus from a perachute. ' An ambulance picked up Salnt Nlch and toys
were presented to the children by him. .

28th Bombardment Squadron: The onganlzatlon celebrated the 25th of December
with the usual good eats. Among the invited guests' were Major and Mrs W G.
Kilper, Chaplain and Mrs. H.D. Southard, Capt. and Mrs. W.T, Volandt, Capt. and
Mrs. A.W. Brock, end the Sdquadron officers, who all declared'it to be an excel-
lent dinner. :

Lieut..Augustine F. Shea, our SqQuadron. Supply Offlcer added another star
to his crown. Already the Army Golf Chsmpion of the Philipoines in the oven
golf tournament, he tled for: second place and in the piay off brought home the
cup. :

: Durlng the month ‘the unadron sent’ several flaghts ‘to the Southern Islands
Two Martin Bombers took off on. December 17th for. Mindbro, with Lieut. Paul Bur-
rows, and Mr.Sgt. Nendell as pilots, and Mr:. Sincleir, who is in charge of one of

the Sugsr Centrals, as passenger. -On December: 10th two Martins: took off for::
Mindoro, with Lieut. James L. Grisham and Cept. Charles A. Pursley as pilots and
Mr. Ignacio, Governor of Mindoro,. snd Mr. Sinclair as naseengers.--

- The Squadron has under construction a volley ball court,’ and from tﬁe looks

of - the materlal for 2 te?m' we hOPe to add a new cup to the SQuedron
’ o S . TSRS FiEs

Kindley Fleld Fort Mills P I. I

- 2nd Observation §guadron° Slnce 1ast wnltlng the heavy hltting baseball
team from. Kindley Field hss gone like a house afire.” It' leads in'the Ameriesn
Battery League of Corregidor, having won all gbmes %o date with impressive score

-of not.less:-thon 12 from Kindley Field and:mot mnre than 5 for: the. op)onents.
Two games remain to be:played, after:which this/ team énters the Begimental ="
League:of Corregidor. The:only outside game so fer was W1th Cemp Nichols, our
mother: statlon, and Kindley Field wona-

- Crette has been;our prize pitcher, with Cellahan and; Duyrey able a=51stantq
Hunter. at- #hird, plays-an impressive gsme for his:age. Doyle; :the catbher 1s
valusble because he is the only man on the Rock that:can hold:Crette. <

On January‘4th a large humber from, this orgsnization w1tnessed a happy
cutcome ‘of the finals in boxing (white): for the Rock’. :One man; Rother, 135 1b.
class, gave the "Pride of the Coast Artillery" .fivé pounds and then proceeded
to give the red headed boy a first class walloping:. Meany of us held our breath
for fear Rother ceuld not weather the pace he was setting, but he was in condi-
tion and when the .bout was over, he received thewhilarious ovation of not only
the Air Corms present -but also the C.4A. iboys: v : B ‘ g

Boston won the light-heavy weight class.by. default It seems that he
broke the ribs of :all -contenders in practice work-outs. o R ’

our tennis team works-out daily and is ready for a-grueling*series.

Along athletic-lines, Steff Sgt..Grover C. Moss also distinguished himself
when he became the recipient of a bronze medal announding t¢ ‘the world at large
that his bowling score of 259 was the Highest total of all Corregidor personnel.

our golfers still enthuse and each evening thin slices of ‘bolvgna are swap-

ped by Lieuts. Meloy,.Dunlap, Davidson and Rouch ebout the score:cards turned in.

The ladies are getting interested, too, and scarce s morning on th&.llnks is
migsed by Mrs. Davidson, Rouch and Holland.

Operations for December were necessarily curta11ed because of the holidays
but. we found time to participate in the Joint Army and Navy Communications man-

euvers to such extent as to receive a commendatory letter from Navel authorities‘

Lieut. Rouch has reason to be proud of his Communications Section.

‘ December 8th was the occasion of rejoicing in theé Meloy family when Vince,
Sr., celebrated his birthday. A fitting celebration was held at the Wolland
quarters and the night was made hideous through the perverted belief on the part
of Lieuts. Meloy, Holland and Davidson and Graves, that they constltuded a good
quartett The crime was abetted by Major H. L Green, the onlJ Alr Corps Quarter-
master in the Coast Artillery.

During the month dinner partles were' given by the Meloys, Hollends, Graves
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and Dunlaps, attended by thc Post and q selected few "Top—Siders" Cant White
entertained the Post on December 17th with what he termed an “Emancipation Paxtv'
We don't exactly know the S1gn1flc°nce but the ides was good. . _

’ On December 17th, Tech. Sgt. Lee and Pvt. 1st cl. Mullaney, in Plane No. b,
left Xindley Field with SpGC1f1c instructions to report to the Commanding officex
Cemp Nichnls, for orders. On the folloW1ng mornlng, accompznied by Lieut. Wells
and a mechanic in a Cemp Yichnls Arphibian, they shoved off caxrylng two nassen~
gers. The old order changeth and lo, even in these far off Islands, woman entere
into man's sphere, for Mrs. Ven Schaick and her young daughter (w1fe and: daughter
of Colnnel IL.J. Van Schaick) ' willingly clembered aboard Plane #8, for. the rather
hazardous flight to Mindoro, traversing the Province of Cavite, crossing beauti-
ful Lake Taal and the Verde Island passage, end alighting on terra firma at
Celipan, Mindoro.

; The first take-off was mnde at 6:50 A.M., December 18th, from Cemp Nichols,
“pilat Lt. Wélls; passenger, Colonel Ven Schaick's Secretary. Plane #5, followed, .
with Szt. lee as pilot, passengers Mrs. Ven Schaick, daughter and mechanic.
Planes arrived at Calapan at 7:55 A.M, and landed near the vier. The water was
rough, with medium swells, which cmused a difficult landing. Planes were an-
chored while passengers were put ashore by bancas. The take-off was very dif-
ficult end was vmossible only because of the light load. Landing was made at
Camp Wichols at 9:10 AWM,

'~ The ships were then refueled and prepared for the return trlp to Calipan.
The .Gamp Wichols plane wes pilsted by Licut. Wells, and carried a mechanic and
one heavy sultcase. Plane No. 5, with Sgt. Lee .as pilot, carried Colonel Van
Schaick and a mechanic. Planes headed on the same course as before, but before
reaching Lake Taal were forced to turn back and land at Csmp Nichols, due to
broken flying wire. Wire was replaced and third teke-off was made at 11:15 A M.
Landing was made at Calipan at 12:00 and all personnel went ashore for lunch.

At 3:00 P.M. both planes were prepared to take off for San Jose, Mindoro. Camp
Nichols plane carried Colopnel Ven Schaick and a mechanic. Each pilot made an
attempt tn take off but found it impossible to do so on account of unfavorable
conditinn of waves and wind. The flight was therefore postponed until the fol-
lowing morning. Extra anchors were borrnwed and two anchors were placed on
each plane to insure safety in the increasing wind and waves. , ‘
On December 19th a second attempt was made to take off. This was made by
Sgt. Lee with his full load of passengers »nd baggage. Tgke-off was impossible,
and in the attempt the generator was broken and propeller tips bent. The plane
taxied back and anchored. Colonel Van GSchaick wgs placed ashore, together
with his secretary and baggage. The pilots were instructed to return to Camp
Nichols as soon as they were able to do so. The broken generator was removed
from P'ane No. 5 and about twenty gallons of gasoline drained from each plane
to lighten the load. This lightened the planes by about 300 pounds and the
third attempt to take off was made at 3:00 P.M. Both planes returned safely
to Cemp Nichols at about 4:00 P.M. ' : /

Clark Field, Camn Stotsenburg, P.I.

3rd Pursuit Squadron: During the montk of December, the 3d Pursuit Squad-
ron accomplished a total of 205 hours of flying.

After completing a very succesgful targct season, the 60th Coast Artil-
lery (A.A.) departed for Fort Mills on December 21st. From Movember 12th to
December 18th the 3d Pursuit Squadron accomdlished a total of 75 hours of
flying time in connection with the target practice of the 60th Coast Artillery
(A.A.). Of this total, 31 hours mere flown in night missions, involwing 28
flights. The missions consisted of towing sleeve targets for anti-aircraft
‘gun and Machine gun practice and flights for secrchlight and sound ranging
practice. .

‘ The Naval Detachment, with Lieut. Commxander Stonestreet in command, are.
still with us. They have been doing some very successful aerial gunnery, using
Vought Corsair airplanes powered by Pratt & Whitney Wesp Engines. The Corsair
seems to be well adapted to this field, due to its quick take-off and slow
landing speed.

our Commanding Officer, Major Ralph P, Cousins, and our Flight Surgeon,
Captain C.V. Hart, spent the Xmas holidays at-Cemp John Hay. They were accom-
panied by their wives and réport a very pleacant tine. ’
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. The Squadron Xmas perty was especially successful. On this occasion the
Mess Hall was decorated with streamers and shrubbery and a lsrge Xmas tree.
Staff Sgt. Howard M. Miller, functioning as Santa Claus, appeared on the scene,
leaving behind a surprised, thrilled and haopy group of youngsters.

Orders were received from the Chief's Office assigning Lieut. Harlan T.
McCnrmick to March Field, Riverside, Celif. Lieut. McCormich will sail on the
January transport. His loss will be a great one and the whole organization
wishes him good luck.

The ecommissioned and enlisted personnel of Clark Field, extend to the

commissioned and enlisted personnel of the Air Corps, their sincere good wishes
for the year 1929.
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Serial No. 279. ' LIST OF NEW MATERIAL ADDED TO INFORMATION DIVISION FIIES
Jan. 31 to Feb. 15,1929,

DOCUMENTS

A 00 U.S./37 The Sn-celled Inst Bettalion, by Wenry 0. Swindler.(From the
timerican Mercury", Nov. 1928.)
A 10/19 The Armstrong-Siddeley Air Mail. Text in English,French & Spanish)

A 10/192/#438 Fluttering of the Tail Surfaces of an Airplane and the Means for
its Prevention, by ¥.N. Scheubel. (N.A.C.A.Tech.Memo .#498,Jan.1929.)

A 10/220/#335 Bulletin of Information,International Commission for Air Navigation
No. 335, Jan.17,1929.

A 10/US.101 Domestic Air News,Serial #44,Jan.15,1929. Dept.of Commerce, Aero-

No. 44 nautics Branch.

A 10.231/31 Photographs of Streamers Illustrating the Flow Around an Airscrew
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Research Committee, Report & Memo #1167,April,1928.)
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D 00.12/122 Type A-2 and A-3 Gun Latches, by R.F.Fischer.(4ir Corps Materiel
No. 2997 Div. Tech. Report #2997, Oct.15, 1928.)

D 00.12/122 Instslletion, Maintenance and Repair of Honkless Fasteners on
No. 3007 Airplanes, by C.V. Johnson.(Air Cnrps Materiel Div.,Tech.Report #3007)

D 13.51/Fair- Fairchild All Purpose Aerial Camera, Model ¥.4. Fairchild Aerial
child/1 Cemera Corp. Trade Catalog, 1928, ’

D 13/513/21 Introducing the New "A" Type Rotoscope®. A.J. Ashdown, Ltd.

D 52.1/431 Albessard "Triavion" Airplane (French), a two-sest tandem mono-
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D 52.15/73 The Questions are Answered, by Bradley Jones.(From"™J.S.Air Servicest
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VOL. XIII AIR. CORPS NEVS : NO. 4

Inforrmation Division : o 7 Munitions Building
Air Corps March 15, 192 ' Washingston, D.C.

The chief purnose of this publication is to distribute information on aero-
nautics to the flyinge persounnel in the J@”ular Army, Reserve Corps, National
Guard, aanc others conuected with aviation.

—~—COo-—-
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ARMY AIRMEY STARCH GRAND CANYON FOR LOST COUPLE

{f//’ Two Army Observation airplanes fron March Field, Riverside, Calif., piloted
by 2nd Lieuts. John Q. Adams and William G. Plummer, Air Corps, accompanied by

“mechanics, were sent out in December last to search the Grand Canyon of the Colo-

rado for some trace of Mr. and Mrs. Glean Hyde, who had set out Noverber 15th in
a home-made scov in an attempt to run the ranids of the river.

The couple was last seen at Jright Angel Trail in the heart of the turbulent
Grand Canyon on Noverber 18th, after winding a difficult course from Green River,
Utah, but were not heard from since:. According to reports, they undertook this
hagzardous trlp for a vacation jaunt and to provide a thrill for Mrs. Hyde, who,

( it is stated, wanted to be known as the first women to navigate the stream.

The adverturous couple left the E1 Tovar Hotel dn Yovember 15th, expecting
to be at Needles, Calif., by Decerber 6th. What hanpened since that date can
only be conjectured, for no word ceme froil them since tlhielr departure. As histo-
ry records but few successful navigations of the river, which has clairied several
lives in other similar ventures, the Hydes were believed to hqve been wrecked and
marooned in the ‘Caryon, sorme 200 miles west of E1 Tovar.

The Scenie Airway Field, Grand Canyon, Ariz., is 16 miles south of’the El

" Tovar Hotel, and one mile north of a rad butte, 900 feet high,: Whlch can be seen

for about 100 miles. 'This ie the field on which Lieuts. Adams and Plumrmer landed.

. In forwardin6 the narrative on the exneriences of these two pilots on their
»hazaraous mission, Major ‘Millarg 7. Horron, Cormandant of the Primary Flying
School, March Field, Riverside , Cali¥., made the following corments: -

"This was a very umsual f]lght which required all the daring, skill and
resources of the crews making it, and for that reason is deserving of recogni-
tion The attached report should be of swecial 1ntorent 4o all Air Corns person~
nel, Anyone who hes ever scen the Grand Sunyon, or vwho has ever made a casual '
study of the tovowr%nhlﬂal features of the turraln over which these men flew, |
can well apnréclate what a hazaruous undertaking the flight was, and what mechan-
ical fallure “would have meant. These two voang Air Corps pilots and theit
mechanics success;ully accormmlished the flight iy a manner which reflects credit

- upon themselves and upholds the best tradltiohs of the Air Corns. March Field is

proud of them."
" The report referxcd to is quotod below, as followsy
M., In comnliance with radiosram from the Commanding General, 9th Corps

) Area ‘dated Jarmary 15, 1929, the follow1ng narrative is hercby submitted cover-

& the search for Mr. and Mrs. Glcng Hyde alons the Colorado River.
2. COﬁ“ly]nb Wlth a telegram from the Cormanding General, 9th Corps Area,
dated December 17, 1928, directing that an airplane be sent to the Grand Canyon

' for the purpose of searching for Mr. and lirs. Glenn Hyde, Secoad Lisutenants
 Willian G. Plummer and John Qplncy Adaus, Air Corns, Pilots, with Staff Sergeant

Charles F. Fusz and Sergeant Frederick Weed, Mochanies, hoth of the 70th Service

. Squadron, March Field, Calif., in twe O02-K airylanes, departed at 10:30 a.m., on

Decerber-18, 1928, for the Granu Canyon, with instructions to fly direct to

NeeleS, Oalifornla, and search the Colorado River nowth to Ias- Veeas, Neveda,
‘where they w@re to refuel and contlnan the search to the 8 cenlc Airways Fielq

near the Hotel- ‘E1 Tovar.

3. Telegraphic instructions from the Comuending General, Sth- Corps Area,
directed that the tri-notored Fokker transnort airplane be used for this flight.

'fHowever 90&51deriné the adverse wind currents to th encountered in the Grand
Canyon and the topographical fecatures of tné terrain to be flown over, it was

‘believed that the 02-X airplenes were more Nul table for a flight of this nature,
due to the fact that the 02-K airplanc is an open airplane, has mch better vis~

’ibility than the cabined Fokker transport and, in addition, has more reserve
..ipower and hlgher maneuveraoillty " Dae to the urgency of the m1851on, it was
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deened advisable to start the search with the O2-K airplanes without walting fo¥f
obtain confirmatory authority for the change in the type of airplane used.
Radiogram showing action taken was sont to the Commanding General, 9th Corps
Area, December 18, 1928. ,

4. These officers were equipped to stay for an extended period of time. Ir
each airplane six blankets wore provided. Each blarnket was made into a roll
.with food supplies in each, for the purpose of dropping to the lost party should
they find it stranded.

5. Lieut. Plummer being the ranking officer of the flight, was put in com-
mand. The flight reached Needles, Calif., at apoproximately 12:20 p.m. December
18, 1928, The weather was clear and visibility good, and no difficulties were
encountered on this first leg of the flight. From Needles the flight flew low
over the river and began the search. The river here is wide and filled with
sand bars, and passes through a wide valley. Soon the first canyon was reached.
which-is rather narrow but not deep. Here Lieut, Plummer took the lead. 4s
soon as the canyon was reached, the air became violently rough and the airplanec
were tossed and jerked about as if by giant hands, and trouble was avoided by
flying above the level of the hills, the pilots hoping that this was no sample
of what they would encounter later on.

6. Soon the Boulder Dam site was reached, and the flight contimued up-
stream to the point at which it bends sharply to the east. Ieaving the river,
they flew to las Vegas, Nevada, about 25 miles west, landing at this town. ¥No
trace of the missing party had been seen up to this time, and such was their
report to Headquarters, 9th Corps Area, and March Field, as well as ‘to Mr. R.C.
Hyde at Bl Wovar Hotel, Grand Canyon.

7. The next morning, it was hoped they would get off- by 7130 for the sec~
ond lap to El Tovar Hotel. At the flying field there were no facilities for
heating oil or water, with the result that the flight did not actually leave
Las Vegas until about 10:30, all merbers of the flight being practi.ally ex-
hausted from trying to stir life into the cold motors.,’

8. Returning to the point -on the river where the scarch ceased on the
previous evening, they found air conditions to be ideal - smooth and clear.
Lieut. Adams took the lead for the first few miles, flying fairly close to the
water, looking for a boat, signals, or persons, Nothing of note was seen until
Iceberg Canyon was entered. Here two men were noticed on a sand bar, building =
boat which was practically completed.

9. As the flight came out of Iceberg Canyon, Lieut. Adams saw a heavy
cable ahead stretched across the canyon with a car attached to it for crossing
the river. He pulled up over it and turned to watch Lieut. Plummer. To his
consternation, Lieut. Plummer did not pull up, apparently net seeing the cable,
but seemed to fly lower. However, he did clear the cable, but according to
Lieut. Adams he could not kave missed it very far. ;

10. As they flew on, Lieut. Plummer took the lead, their airplanes cruising
about 120 miles per hour. Due to their airplanes' high mancuverability, the
sharpest curves were turned without a great deal of difficulty, but would have
beer impossible to negotiate with a tri-motored transwort airplane. The canyon
grew deeper and more rugged until by glancing up, they could see the rim tower-
inb above them, which appeared to be at least 5,000 feet high,

-11. At about 11:30, while flying above jagged walls, the first sdelf of
which was about 1,000 feet high, Lieut. Adams discovered a boat ahead in mid-
stream, at a point approxlmately 14 miles down-stream from the mouth of Diamond
Creek. He pulled up to look it over, his first impression being that someone
had just left the boat, but would appear soon, it giving such proof of human
presence. He flew low over the boat several tirmes to examine it as closely as

.possible. Due to the narrowness of the canycn and the position of the wing,
he only got a couple of short glimpses of the boat as he passed over it. He
climbed to 1200 feet to examine it from that altitude while he waited for
Lieut. Plummer to reappear., After spending about 15 mimutes in examining the
ground carefully, he started on up the canyon, hoping to meet Lieut. Plummer,

12, It was found out later that Lieut, Plummer's mechanic had not missed
Lieut. Adams' airplene, and vhen he pulled up a few mimtes later, Sergeant
Weed thought that he saw Lieut. Adams' airplane go up the canyon, so they con-
timied on ahead, Lieut. Plummer stated that it was a ohysical impossibility
for him in the leading airplane to personally watch Lieut, Adams. However, his
mechanic had been-instructed to keep the airplane in the rear in view. Lieut,
Plummer proceeded up the river to the mouth of Diamond Creek where in circling
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to observe soric abandoned shacks, he noticed thc abscnce of the other airplanec.
Aftor circling for some five mimutes in an effort to locate Idicut. Adams; he
shut off the motor and aslzed his mechanic as to the whereabouts of the other air-
planc. The mechanic nointed up the river, thet is, towards their destination,
and Lieut. Plumfer contirmed on in that direction, thinizing that Lieut. Adams
had passed.
' 13. Lieut. Adams estirated that the toat he saw in mid-strean was about 3
or 4 feet wide a~d about 15 feet long, with an oar in each end. They were mecu-
liarly placed so that one pointed up-strcam and the other dowm-stream; for con-
trol rather than propulsion. It —as later found that they were not oars, but
2 x 4's with a board fastened on the end. Laoter iuvestigation proved that the
.boat was actually 5 feet wide and 20 feet low;, the view of the canyon being
rather deceptive. The ends of the toat were square aud there was a seat in the
center of it. A roll of beddin:; could be seen in one end and wranped articles
ia the other end. There was also another article that anpeared from the air to
be wire netting. It was later found to be a bed spring.

14. The brat was statlonary in mid-stream, in fact it appearcd to be .anchor
ed. However, they later decided that it was stuclz on rocks. “Then found, it woe
held by its dragging tow rope, which had caught on the bottom. The river at thi
voint appeared to be deep and slow, and there was no beach for an apnhroach from
the shore.

15. Lieut. Adams then followed the canyon bved closely for about 75 miles.

"He then pulled up to look over the rim to locate himself, as he was in a hurry
to reach the Grand Canyon Alirport to brlnf back someone to identify and locate
the boat before dark.

16. They had beex unable to zet any information about the Grand Caanyon land
ing field except that one existed. Thoy had a gencral idea as to vhere the El
Tovar Hotel was located, aund exnerienced no difficulty in finding it. A careful
survey of the countryside from 1500 feet altitude failed to locate the field,
and after a fow ninutes scarch Lieut. Adams flew lovw over the builcdings to see
if someone would moint it out for aim. It was r~ratifying to kmovw that several
neonle understood what he vanted, and nointed south instead of waving hancker-
chiefs. He headec south and flew for 20 uinutes before ne saw the fleld, which
he picked up to his rizht. It wae covered with smow, but was large and casy to
see. It was his first landin: in snow and it naturally coused him some concera,
but he encountercd no difficulty in makinsg a laading. .Sfter being welcomed by
the attaches of the Scenie Airways, Inc., he immediately weat to a telepjhone an
called Mr. Eyde. He described the voat carefully to lfr. Falb, -ho talled for
Mr. Hyde. Mr. Kalb, by the way, holds the distinction of bein; the oaly man
living; to have twice ¢one down throwrh the Grend Caryou in a boat. He nlanned
with Mr. Kalb for taking someconc to the scene of the toat to identify it. Ur.
Kalb and his party started for the field irmediately by automobile from Grand
‘Canyon City, a distance of avout 18 miles. ,

) 17. Lieut. Plummer landed a few mimites later. He had followed the canyon
almost to the hotel and he too encountered difficulty in IOCutl‘% the la,dlﬁg
field.

18. While waiting for the party to arrive from the hotel, the airplanes
were hastily gassed and oiled, and their crews used this opporturnity to get a
bite of lunch, They planned to take off about 3 O'clock p.m, in order to reach
the boat and return to the field before dark. When Kr. Hyde, ir. Kalb and Mr.
Tillotson, Graud Canyon Natiouel Parlr Supervisor, arrived, it wes agrced that b
- Kalo should ve taken to the bHoat, he belﬁF farmiliar with the canyoun. The two
airplanes took off at 3:05 p.m., Mr. Kolbd in Lieut. Adams' airnlane, anc Lieut.
Plumer with his mechanie. Iieut. Adans led the flicht, setting a compass
course due west toward the position of the boat. The boat was found without 4if
ficulty, and after flying low over it, they made a carcful search of the immedi-
ate vicinity, after which they returned to the flying field where they landed ir
semi-darkness., All azreed that there was no doubt but that it wes the lost
boat, and ir. Falb located it at an estimated distance of between 10 and 25
miles below Diamond Creek Canyon. -They checked it on a chart at the range sta-
tion that night, and it proved to be avout 14 miles.

19. The party then drove to the Bright Angel Hotel where they made their
reports to the Cormanding General, 9th Corps Area, and the Commanding Officer,
March Field, and spent the night there. During the evening messazes were pre-
pared for del1very to search parties that might be found in the canyon.
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20. TUoon returning to the hotel, Mr. Hyde sent a telegram to the Commanding
O0fficer, March Field, cormmending: the work of the flight and requesting that the
flight be permitted to make another searcn of the river at once.

21. During the zaight, the Scenic Airways personnel at the hangars refueled
the airnlanes ard kept the motors warm by sprcading a tent over them with an oil
stove underneath. The oil and water were kept warm in a large heater so that
the next morning no difficulty whatever was encountered in starting the motors,
mich to their relief.

22. Their plans for the day were based on telegrams from the Commanding
General, 9th Corps Area, and Commanding Officer, March Ficld, dlrecting that
‘another careful search of the canyon be made from the Hotel El1 Tovar to the spot
where the toat was found, with a view of locating the lost party and dromping
food to them, if feasible, and to render every assistance possible. Further,
that if a careful search failed to locate the lost marty, to return to March
Field ané report the results of this search. These plans met with the aporoval )
of Mr. Hyde. They took off at about 9:30 a.m., flew to Grand Canyon and descend-
ed to about 1000 feet above the river. This altitude was maintained because
they had been warned of two cables across the canyon about 30 miles below the ho-
tel. Although they watched the river carefully, they failed to pick up the
first search boat. Message bags had been prevmared to drop to this searching
party, and the flight was keenly disappointed when they failed to find this
first boat.

23. Beglaning at a point about 10 miles below the cables where they expect-
ed to find the search boat, they flew low and made a careful search. They saw
nothing*out of the ordinary until they reached Diamond Creek Canyon, about 135
miles from the hotel, and about 14 miles above the btoat. Here they were sur-
prised tec find a fire burning. They then recalled that a tracker had been sent
in to this point sometime before, and had evideatly just arrived, since they
failed to see it the day before. Waile circling overhead, one man could be seen
‘near the fire, and in a few moments two more men vwere seen coming down the-
canyon. They exhibited mo snecial interest in the airplanes at first, but later
_..drew arrows in the sand pointing up-stream, and also motioned them in that
‘direction, evidently believing that the scarch should be made in that direction.

24. Since they had missed the first search boat, they decided to give these
men the message intendecd for that boat. Lieut. Adams rlided down Diamong Creek
Canyon with the power off for the mur-ose of dropoins them the message, but a
. sharp bend ahead kept him so high that even after diving towards the men and
throwing out the message, they failed to see it. At this point the Colorado
River Canyon is straight but narrow, with Diamond Creck Canyon coming in at
right angles, forming a fair sized flat where the men were standing. So he de-
cided that he would make another attempt to get a message to them. He believed
he could get close enough to them by coming down Colorado River Canyon to let
them know he had a message. So he wrote a message on the back of a flight re-
port, rolled it up, and flew up the canyon for a distance and then turned and
came down in a very slow glide, jazzing the motor c0ﬁstantly to keep &4t from
loading up, and to attract the attention of the men. As he came within sight of
the men, he held the roll of cardboard up for them to see and then released it
as he passed directly over their heads. Then opening the throttle, he banked
sharply to the right to go between the Colorado River walls. Looking back from
an altitude, he saw them pick up the jraper and read it. The men waved to him,
indicating that they understood. ] '

25. The flight then continued the search down the river. Upon arriving at
the location of the boat, they found that it had ot moved, but they were unable
to locate anyone near or below the swot. They then proceeded on down the river
to where they had exvected to find a third party.

26. 1In attempting to describe the canyon along this phase of the search,
the members of the crew said that its awe-insniring beanty was not dimmed in the
least by their various viewpoints and precarious positions.

27. DNo trouble was encountered in locating the third search party. On their
trip up the river, they had seen them building the boat, and now they found them
floating down the river only a mile or so telow the point where they were first
located. They flew low over the voat. The river at this point was broad and
smooth, and they threw out a carefully prenared message bag. The message bag,
however, caught in a brace on the tail surfaces, and they were well past the boat
before it actually fell off. But they saw it flutter down to a sand bar. ILieut.
Adams again got out his pemd¥nl wrote a message which he wadded in his hand ready
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to throw over unon a second attermt. -Meanvhile the search party had beached
their boat and were standing on the sand. He held up the paper for them to see
as he apnroached, and as he got over them, he released it. It fluttered dowm
into their outstretched hands. Witnout touching the ground.

‘ 28. Licut. Plummer then too the. lead and thoy started, out on a compass
course for Merch Field. They lancded at Mareh Ficld about 4— hours after leav1nb
El Tover Hotel,

' 29. “1tnouhh the flltht did not f‘1;1\ the lost peonle, it is beliovod that
thc trln vas partially successful in that. it localized the .arca to be scarched
anl was a Vcry stron indication that the lost marty was not allve and in the
Caayon of the Colorado. . . oo :

30, Om. uoco»bor 27, 1928, a telegram fron the € "ﬂarulﬁi Goneral 9th Corps
area, quOtlﬁL a teleﬁraw from ¥r. R.C. Hrde, Pca 1 Snrings, Arlzona, dated Decen-
ber 24th, asked if it would be possible to have alrnlaﬁce search the banks of the
" Colorado River for smoke sif als of the lost counle, statllg that they may have
‘been traanea betweern the upner and lowe* benches or on the top, unable to travel.
Farther, that it would be several days before the search party would reach the
toat. This telegranm asked if a1r31a*es could be furnished and for recormenda-
tions from the pilots who. made” the prev1ous search. In resly, to this telegran, ¢
radiogran was sent to the CormAr iin General, 2th Corps Arca, stating that al-
though volunteering for the mission, Tiecut. Adams stated that in his opinion the
situation presented such renote possitilities of success anc that the region in-
volved was so hazardous that the grave risi to persoanel in a contimuation of
‘thls search by air was not justified.. Further, that.airplanes and pilots could
be furnlshed from this statlon for contlwuatlon of this search should 1t be de-~
sired, althouch the CO”ﬂan ifg Offlcer harcH nlela,_concurreu fullJ in the
recommendation of Lieut. daris.

3l. In recognition of the hazardoug natu e of the ﬁissiOh and the Snlendid
performance of the persoanel in carryiny out this misSion, each rerber of the
flight has received from the Commanding General, 9th Corps Area, a letter of
commendation. !

- —-—oOo~—~ )
PUR SDIT *AHDUV“?S BY THD 95TF PUTSUIT SQDQIROW

A deronstration of wursuit man euverlnt was. glven by the 95th Pursult Sdaad—
ron, Rociowell Field, Coronado, Calif., led uy Cantain ulﬁendorf as an added at-
tractlon to the graduation exercises at “hrch Flelu,.ulver31ie Calif., on.
FeuruarJ 27th. Twelve P7-9's, forming« two fll"hts “aaeuvered and, dlved over the
field as the Cadets toolk off in Di's and PI's to fly their 1ast ;orwatlon ax the
. Primary Flying School. An upasually larye crowd witnessed the 3robram.

' . '——«oOo——— -

ATRTAL GUTIRY PRAC TI C STURTED EY 95TH SAUAROY

_ The 95th” Pursult Squadron has sta rtéd”aérial cunnery and light bombing prac-
“tice. A guﬁnery range is under cor struction’ mnear, Rockwell Fleld.~ Ground targetf
‘have been constructed on the ‘south end of the Island “but due to 1nterference
from Havy tralnlnL planes, 1t,waswfounu necessary to move the range.to a more
isolated section. o ‘ ' ' o L

~-=000-==

UWUSUAL SCOLES BY THE 20TH HOMLAiD\ 'T SQUuDRON
The 20th Bombardiment Squalron, Langley Field, Va., vas recently engag ed in
bombing, ground target and tow target missions, and the scores turned in appear
to Yde the highest of. any organization-in the <nd- Bombardment Group up to this
¥riting. AccordmL to the Hews Letter Corresnondent one gunner on a tow target
.mission received.193 out of a nossivle. 194 score, and he adds: Tt is-said that
'thlslaunner snent coq31derahle time after the shoot wonuerlnu v&wre the other
shot Weﬁt ” ! L ‘
“;-,600;;w : ”w%
. During the month of January a nunber of cross country formatlon fllghts to
“David, Renubllc of Panana, were-made by the Bth Composite Group stationed at
France ‘Field, Panama Canal Zone. ‘ = coe
: ) =8% . ‘ VL5878,A.C.



GIANT COMMERCIAL PLANE LANDS AT WRIGHT FIELD

‘There was a flutter of excitement at Wright Field on February l4th wher
Captain St. Clair Streett landed with the "Patrician" with four passengers, MNr.
Fraser of the Keystone Aireraft Company, one mechanic and two representatives of
the Wright Aeronsutical Corporation.

Captain Streett is on leave of absence from his station and is maklng demon-
stration flights and journeys for the Keystone Commany,flying the big passenger
ship "The Patrician." While at this field many of the pilots flew this. ship and
carried with them visitors from Dayton and many of the civilian personnel’of the
field. Captain Streett left Wright Fiéld on Sunday, February 24th, in the
"Patrician" with the representatives of the Keystone and Wright Companles on his

““way to California via Wichita and San Antonio,

The largest commercial transport in the world, the "Patr101an“ is equipped

:_with three 525 h.p. Wright "Cyclone" engines. It has a wing spread of 90 feet
. with a gross weight of 15,000 pounds It has seating capac1ty for 20 passengers,
T two pilots and room for 1,000 pounds of baggage.

"This plane is equipped with the Deperdussin control. Its reputed crulsing

~ speed is 130 mlles per hour, w1th a high-speed of lbO mlles per hour.,

—--oOo-——
' SPECIAL OBSERVERS' COURSE SUSPENDED '

Due to the ex1genc1es of the serv1ce and the scarc1ty of personnel for tac-
tlcal oPerations. the Chief of the Air Corps has directed ‘that’ the Special - ‘Ooser-

" yers! Course at the Advanced Flylng School at ‘Kelly Field, San’ Antonio, ‘Texas,

. .Special Observers' course at Kelly Field on March lst

be suspended. This order became effective upon the- conpletlon of the last
-~f\~—-o©o—~~‘ . |

LIN@@ERGE“S CLASS CORRESPONDS

Lieut. W. R. Wolfinbarger, of Langley Field, Hampton, Va., is in receipt of

a most interesting collection of letters. They are from ‘the Brooks and Kelly
Field Cadet Class of 1925, of which Charles A. -Lindbergh was a member. In this

. class of over one hundred which started flight training, nineteen finished, and
" of these; seventeen members have kept up corresnondence through'a "pass~it-on"

‘system of letters.” In these letters each man ‘writes "To The Gang" and tells"

N what he- 1s d01ng and How and thms letter 1s put W1th the others and forwarded to
;.the next man;

“The letters go 'to the four corners of the Unlted States and even the ‘world,
and highly amusing and interesting are the contents.. The correspondence was.
started by Lieut. Wolfinbarger, who is an LL. B, from the University of Kansas
and who received his airplane pilot's rating with the famous class of 125, He
is now a member of the Second Bombardment Group at Langley Field.

From the, bands of Lieut. Wolfinbarger the letters will go to Lieut. D.H.

'?valkire of Imke Field, Hawaii, and from lieut. &lkire the’ norreSpondence will be
“turned over. to Staff Sergeant Boyd Estwine of the same statlon From -Hawail

*Ohib, is being allotted more space to take care of :the fabrics, shop, and stock
‘Fooms which are being moved over to Wright Field from Fairfield, Ohio. ZEventu-

they will be forwarded to Lima, Peru, to "Mr.", "Colonel " or "General" Clifton
Travis, who is Chief Aviation Instructor of the Peruvian Air Force, Travis!:
classmates do not know just what his rank is at the present time, but his letter
will enlighten them. When the letters gét back to Lieut. Wolfinbarger, which
they should in about four months, -every. member will have ertten a letter and
then a new set will bé started.

-~uoOo-~—

LIGFTE“ THAN AIR AvTIVI@IES AT THE MATERIEL DIVISION

.

The nghter-than-Alr Branch of ‘the Mater1e1 D1v1sion Wright Field, Dayton, )

ally the inflation and flying equipment at Fairfield will alsq be moved over,
but not until the erection of a suitable hangar. The Lighter-than-Air Branch

»has Jurisdiction over all experimental Lighter-than-Air work for the Air Corps.
v The flight testing of this equipment is: carried on at Scntt Field under a

Materiel Division” répresentative. “ ; R
. —84- ,:,u" i:u~f e 'VL5873 A C.



GRADUATION EXERCISES AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL

The largest class in the history of the Advanced Flying School, Kelly
Field, Texas, was graduated on February 28th last. The class started on-
‘November 1, 1928, with a student body of 84 Cadets and five student officers
assigned to the Pilot's course, and 12 Regular Officers and one Warrant Officer
assigned to the Special Qbserver's Course. Only two Cadets and one Regular
Officer failed to complete the Pilot's course. All the students attending the
Observers! School graduated.

Graduation exercises were held-in the Aviation Club at 11:00 a.m., February
25th. Preceding the exercises, the entire class particinated in an Aerlal
Review, during which each student piloted the tyme of »lane in which they were
specialized in the Section assigned for training.

The review was conducted in a very efficient menner, the piloting ability
of the students being evidenced by the manner in which they passed in review,
each section flying a formation of its own. The Pursuit Section's formation lec
the Review, closely followed by the Attack and Obscrvation Sections, with the
. Bombardment Section brlnging up the rear. To the smectator this is an event
which he does not soon forget. lany of the spectators were relatives and
friends of the students, some having traveled from most every State in the Unior
Thirty-five States were represented among the Cadets who entered the Advanced
School, and most of the students are university graduates.

" After the Review, the Cadets procoeded to their quarters, denned their new
uniforms and boots and were marched to the Aviation Club to recelve their
diplomas and "Wings."

The Club was crowded with guests and the proud relatives of the "Cadets of
the Air," but as the students marched into the Club there was an absence of
noise, which was broken with loud applzusc as the band "scunded off" to the tunc
of a march. :

The Aviation Club was prettlly arranged for the occasion. A large table

" was placed at one end of the Club on which the di-lomas, commiscions and "wings"
were laid out. The table was half-circled by the following officers:

Major General Lassiter, Commanding General, 8th Corps Area,

Brigadier-General Frank P. Lahm, Jommending General, Air Corns Training
Center. :

Lieut.-Colonel James 4. Mars, Commanding Officer of Tuncan Field, Texas.

Major James E. Chaney, Commanding Officer of Xelly Field, Texas.

Mzjor Clarence L. Tinker, Assistant Commandant, Advanced Flying School.

Major Shepler W. FitzGerald, Commanding Officer, Brooks Field, Texas.

Major Francis H. Poole, ledical Corps, Comnendant, School Aviation Medicine

Major Harold A. Strauss, Executive of Advanced Flying School.

Lieut.-Colonel Lawrence C. Matthews, Quartermaster, nelly Field, Texas.

Major Coleridge L, Beavens, Medical Corps.

Captain William B. Wright, Jr., Adjutant, Advanced Flying School.

Captain PFrederick I. Iglin, Director of Training, Ads* Cozps’ lréalnidlg Sm.tca

Cantain William E. Lynd, Air Corps.

Captain John I. Moore, Director of Training, Advanced Flyla School,

Captain W. §. Gravely, Senior Instructor, Advanced Flying School.

Lieut. Ogden, Adjutant, air Corps Training Center. v

Lieut. Arthur Thomas, Secretar; aud Comaandant of Cadets, Advanced Flying
School; and Lieuts. Cassiday, Kiel, Beverly and Mo.ahan and Chaplain lcCann.

The Program was as follows:

Music -~ the Air Corps Training Center Band.

Invocation -~ Chaplain John H. McCann.

Introductory Remarks -- Brigadier-General Frank P. Lahm.
Address —~ Major General William lassiter.

Presentation of Diplomas -- General Lassiter,

@

Presentation of Reserve Commissions -- General ILzahm.
Presentation of Wings -- Major (Jlarence L. Tinker.
Benediction -- Chanlain John H. MeCann.

“General Iassiter's addéress, though short, was in commliment to the Air
‘Corps and the progress made since its virth, also as to its possibilities, espe-
cially with regard to the importance attached to successful cooperation with
other arms of the service. He stated that greater and more successful coopera-
tion had been accomplished in the past few years than ever before, this having
been brought about by.the careful study in the training of Flying Cadets and
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Observers with regard to the tactics’ emnloyed by other arms of the Service.

Mach benefit resulfed from the tralnlng which combined maneuvers afforded the .
various branches of the service, each-gaining valuable rnomledge of the tactics
of the other and the realization that through ﬂquesuful coopoeration with other
arms most effective progress may be made in the event . of war. The General quot-
ed illustrations from his pcrsonal exveriences &nring the World War, the "Key
Note" of his speech boing "COOperatlon," without which neither arm nor arms can
be most effective.

' General ILassiter presented the dlnlomas and complimented and congratulated
each graduate, as did General Ialhm in his nreSLntatlon of the reserve commis-
sions and Major Tinker, who presented the long coveted "wings". To secure this
three-fold evidence of a year's work well done, the students put forth hard
study and their very best efforts to gain the knowledge afforded them by the
best equipped aviation school in the world. Receiving the tutoring of Uncle
Sam!s best aviators, most of them having had years of experience in war and
peace, they venture forth with this knowledge on a career of their own, either
as a civilian or as an officer of Uuclle Sam's fighting Air Corps to carry on
through their service thé "Esprit de Corps." In any event, they have received
the best of training made possible by a rich and powerful nation whosc people
realize that in each and every graduate they have an individual who is equally
as important and valuable in whatever field of endeavor he  may choose %o

.enter - in the service of his country as a Mllltar“ Aviator, or as- a cowmercial
aviator, '

The only setback ‘experienced b} the class was that caused by 1nclement
weather. This necessitated much night flying to make up for lost time. Fortu-
nately, ideal weather prevailed during the last few days of the students‘ train-
1ng, thus enabling them to obtaln the required- flylng time.

' One fatal airplane crash occurred during the training of the class on
December 21, 1928, in vhich Cadet Imdo G, Wilkens was killed. One Cadet was
relieved because of "Lack of cualities nucessary for a military pilot." Becausc
of sickness, Cadet George E. Percefull was relleved and returneu to Brooks Field,
for refresher training.

The following officers aud Cadots were gra&uated from the Schdol, the names

being listed under the Sectlon in which they were assigned and received special-
ized training:

ATTAGK SECTIONW . BOMBARDMENT SECTION (Cont'd)
258& Lieut. Sarmel J. Slmonton F A, Samel R, Spiker
Cadets Charles W. Alverso _ - Richard B. Stith
Frank A. Armstrong, Jr, Robert M. Wilson
“Al. N. Booth » ~ - .Jack T. Wood
Leon R.. Brownfield . ‘ OBSERVATION SECTION
Hons T .R. Hertzberg : © 2nd Lieut. Kenncth P. McNaughton,F.A.
William L. Lee ' e Cadets Spencer Callaway
filliam A. Matheny Robert H. Clarke

William H. Maverick, II
Thoras L. Mosley -
Ramon R. Arias

Richard V. Conover
ChesterP. Gilger
Sarmel W. Cheyney
Har}ey R. Grater Trenholm J. Meyer
Hervert L. Grills : Wesley F. Phillippe

J. Stanley B. Harvey - John W. Thomas, Jr.
Ivan D. Houston ' Nicholas A. Laurenzana

John P. Kenny Thomas R. Starratt
George F. Kinzie Edwin L. Tucker

Ralph A. Marphy Reginald F.C. Vance
Lewis R. Parker Albert Boyd

Frank W. Raymond Xenneth C. Brown
Clarence K. Roath ’ Glenn T. Fields

Raymond L. Winn George F. Pfeuffer
BOMBARDMENT SECTION Kenneth C. Brown

2nd Lieut. James A, Willis, Jr. (Inf.) PURSUIT STCTION
Cadets William G. Davis Cadets Edward H. Alexander

Edwin M. Day William T. Colman
Edwin E. Dietel "~ Murl Estes .
Jack H. Neale ;  TFlint Garrison, Jr.
Harry E. Campbell " Charles W. Goode
Leonard F. Harman . Dudley D. Hale
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PURBULT SZCPION Centta) . . PURSUIT SECTION (Cont'd)

Cadet Paul M. Jacobs ; 'Cadet Otis ¥. Bryan
Garland ¥. Lasater : Thomas S, Power
Jarmes W. McCauley Horace J. ueid
Charles “F. Scott Harry A. Saunders
Floris ¥. Shade Jarmes H. Wallace
John H. 3undy. : Harry J. Zirmerman
Tilliam M. Campbell
Richard I. Dugan SPECIAL O3SERVEIS COUISE
David D. Graves Lt.-Col. Ira ¥. Fravel
Haywood S. Hansell, Jr. Captain Villiam Z. Hepner
Noble G. Hueter " Charles P. (lark
Melvin S. Hollidge 1 Neal Creighton
Harry H. Joaes " Ira R. Koenig
Durward Q. Lowry " Karl S. Axtater
Allen J. Miclkle i Alfred I. Puryear
Hugh G. Nicholson, Jr. 1st Tieut. ZTlmer J. Bowling
Morley F. Slaght " John M, McDonncll

Valworth D. Slingerland : " Haynie MeCormick
Williarn P. Sloan v 2nd Lieut. Edgar M. Fogelsonger
Millard F. Tindall " Benjanin T. Starkey

sryan S. Warner Tarrant Officer Robert E. Lassiterl;
Milton H. Anderson :

e 000
ALTITUDE FLYING AT WRIGHT FITLD

Wright Field, Dayton, OGhio, is ambitious to secure the honor of attaining
the highest altitude ever reached by man in an airolane. Some noteworthy
attempts for altitude records were made by Lieutenant Wm. Bleakley last surmer.
He was followed later on - October 10, 1928 - by Captain St. Clair Street, of
the Flying Branch, accoﬁpanied by Castain Albert W. S¥avens of the Aerial Photo
Unit, Bquipment Branch, Materiel Division. The last attempts were made by
Lieut. Harry Johnson of Selfricge Field, who was ass1gnea to Wright Field for
the purposc of attempting high altitude flights. Lieut. Johnson with Cantain
Sgevens made flights on Janmary 26th, February lst, 10th, 12th, 15th, 23rd, and
the last one on February 27th, when he attained an clevation of 35,611 fcet above
sea level, according to the Wational Advisory Committce for Ae”onautlcs rating.

~=—800~~~

NEW S0MoING PLANE HAS SHORT CLGEER

The new LB~7 bombing plane, which arrived at Langley Field, Va., the first
week in February, met with hard luclz, This plane, flown by Captaln Willis Hale,
took off from the airdrome sone days later, headed south, and got about one mile
from the field over a beautiful little grove of trees wher one of the motors went
dead. The pilot attemmted to fly on the other motor, but the plane yawed so much
that he was afraid it would go into a snin, and hce wisely cut the throttle. He
was coupelled to land in the above mentioned beautiful grove, where the plane
broke into matchwood. Mr. Baker, of the Pratt & Whitney Motor Company, was a
passenger in the planc. Iuckily nobody was hurt. ‘

Great interest in this accident was manifested by langley Field personnel,
many of wiiom visited the scene of the wreck. ’

=000

JACK FROST UNPOPULAR AT MARSEALL FIELD

The reverberating boom of Big 3ens has with diffioulty sent the Marshall
Field pilots scurrying from their warm beds to their air-cooled hangars and re-
frigerating offices during the past ponth. T7ith temperature around 10 degrees
below," says the News Letter Corresaondent "we plead 'Oh, S81fridge, vhere is
thy sting?' Moral stamina was quite often bolstered by Captain Gates in order,
that the boys be at the field by eight every morning. Then, too, when hot 0il
and water finally got the ‘H's into a mood for running, the ceiling usually
settled over the field like a fog on the Bronz Lions in Trafalgar Square, SO
we would have to whistle when taking off and landing.!
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AERDNEUTS ORGANIZE AT LANGLEY FIELD .
The Langley Field Chapter of the Society of Military and Naval Aeronauts
was formed on Monday night, February 18th. An informal dinaer vas’ held at the
Warwick Hotel in Newport News, Virginia, by the officers statloned ‘at Langley

Field having Lighter-than-Air ratings. The purnose of the 11ttle soclal gather-

ing was principally for the discussion of the desirabillty of formlng a chanter
of vhat is known as "The Society of Military and Naval Aeronauts ¥ “The mother
chapter of thils organization was formed sometime ago by Lighter-than—Alr offi~
cers stationed at Brooks and Kelly Fields, with General lLaehm as honorary presi-
dent. The organization of the local chapter was pgrfetted wmth the follow1ng
members: Colonel Jacob W.S. Wuest, Majors John D. Redrdan Nbrman W. Peek,

M. F. Davis, Captains Iawrence F Stone, Douglas Jobnﬂtnn, R.S. McCullough
William J. Flood, 1st Lleutenants Walter D. Buie, M.E. McHugo Uzal G Ent, L.A.
Skinner and Otto Wienecke.

Tne Constitution of the Soc1ety sets forth the nurﬁoseSOf the organlzatlon
as solely patrlotic, educational, scientific and fraternal , with the three-fold
objective of fosterlng the development of aeronaubics, especially airship and
balloon oDeratlon, encouraging and ziding in the development of this, important
arm for national defense, and-of creating a bond of fpllowsblp between person-
nel who are, or have been engaged in the develcnment of Libhterwthan—Alr craft.
The following officers of the local chapter were selected: Cantaln Stone,
President; Captain Fldod, Vice President; and Lieutenant Buie, Secretary and
Treasurer. The Executive Council directing the policies of the Chapter will be
comosed of Colonel Wuest as senior member and .the sfficers of the Chapter.

Considerable enthusiasm over the purposes’ ‘of the organization was engender-
ed in the round-table discussion which followed the enjoyment of the Warwick
hospitality. It is proposed to hold tre next meeting of this, crvanlzatlon about
Barch 15th for the purpose of adontlnb a ’set of by—laws ior ﬁhe 6overnment of
the local chapter and to Lold a short, snanny, edacatlbnal nrogram along
Lighter-than-Air lihes. From now-tint'il summer it is planned to'secure the ser-
vices of distinguished speakers as guests of ‘honor’ a% the’ varlous montkly din-
ners of the Chapter, amd it is honed- to bel able ‘to 1nclude “in this nurber ‘Col.
Chandler. of Washington; Rear Admlral Moffett, Chlef ‘of ‘the Bauresun of Aeronaut1c51
Commander Rosendahl of the ﬂavy, General Fecheﬁ and Gennral Foulols of the Army
Air Corns ' . :

' —-—oOo---—

TEE FERRY FLIGHT FROM VRIGHT FIELD TO PANAMA CANAL ZONE b

-

The tri-motored Fokker Transport plane was welcomed on Jamuary 16th by the
entire command of France Field, Panama Canal Zone, and the following is a’ brief

.. 8tory of the fllght from Wright Field, submltted by the hews Letter Cormasponr
“denty

"Major Paul Bock First Lieutenants George Cs McDonald and Dw1ght J.

‘Canfield started in the Fokkér tri-motored Transvort plane ,that had prev1ously

been assigned to the Panama Canal Denartment from ervht Field Dayton, " Ohio,

~‘at.10:45 a.m., January 9, 1919, and arrived at Bowman Fleld Kentucky, at 2:45

p.m. Their destination for that day was to have been- Mexwell ‘Field, Alabama,
but due to heavy rain and sleet {(the latter is seldom if ever seen, down hére in
Panama) they were forced to land at Bowman Fleld and remaln fhere uantil 11:20

La.m., Jamary 12th, when they took 'off for Maxwell 11e1d They arrived at that

-place at 4:50 p.m,, after a trip of & hours and 30 minutes taroueh the roughest

kind of weather. They denarted Maxwell Field for Jacksonville at 7:00 a.m.
Jamiary 13th, and arrlved at thelr destination at: 10:30 a.m. They left
Jacksonville at 1:30- - m. the same day and arrived at Miami, Fla., at 5:C0 p.m.

-Havana, Cuba, was the next stop after leaving Miami, and they.made the - trip in

two hours and 20 mimites. After svwending. the. night at Havana they took off

for Managua,,Nlcaraﬂua the longest hop of the. trln, and arrlved at their desti-

 nation at 6:20 p.m.,.on JanLary 15th, after a trip of- 11 hours and. 20-minutes.

,,iThe last leg of the Journey was made. from Managua to. France Field.in 8 hours.

The entire trip was made 1n a total flylng time of 38" hours and 40 mimtes,

‘:Wlthout a mlshap, and nroved the feasibllity of ferrying planes from factorles

in the Uhlted States to Panama " “;' e
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ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AT NEW TRAINING UYENTER

The layout plan of Randolph Field, the new site of the Air Corps Training
Center, near San Antonio, Texas, received the final apoioval of the Secretary of
War on Jamuary 21, 1929, and work has begun on the design of individual build-
ings. The Administration Building, the first of these, a sketch of which is on
the back of this page, will be situated on the central axis of the wost, close
to the entrance of the building area. and the first building to be seen in ap~
proaching the post. In occupying such a preminent position, it forms the key-
note of the design. It is done in Smanish Mission style, the ecentral section
having two stories and a tover, while the outlying wings are of a single story.

The tower is 175 fect high and will house the water tank, which has hereto-
fore constituted an eyesore at most army posts. Above the water tank will be an
observation room and meteorological station, reached by elevator from the ground
floor. On the dome will be mounted a revolving beacon.

The second floor, which ezists only in the central portion of the building,
will house all of the administrative offices of tne Commanding General and his
staff.

The ground floor of the central portion will house all the signal activi-
ties, including the Signal 0ffice, Meteorological Office, Telephone Exchange,
Radio Receiving Station and Telegraph Office, and, in addition, a U.S. Post
Office, printing plant, and Quartermaster administrative offices.

The east wing will house the photographic laboratory, court room and Judge
Advocate's office; while the west wing will contain the post theatre and audi-
torium. Both wings are provided with outside entrances to divert some of the
traffic from the central portion of the building. The theatre is so arranged
that it can be used when the rest of the building is closed. Tt has a stage, 28
by 40 feet, with two dressing rooms, 11 x 28 feet each; a seat*ng capacity of
900 on the main floor and 250 in the balcony.

~=--000---

- RED DOGS AND IMPROVED FLYING GLOVES
By the Langley Field Correspondent

About twenty pairsof flying gloves of superior worth were recently re-
ceived by the Air Corps Supply Officer at Langley Field, Hampton, Va., to be dis-
tributed as far as they will go among the some one hundred and twenty flying of-
ficers. These gloves are by far the most improved piece of flying equipment of
any kind that has been put out in the Service for a long time. The gloves are
leather on the outside and warm felt on the inside, and they have short fingers.
These gloves are both theoretically and practically good. The short fingers
allow the wearer to slip his fingers out and into the Space of another one in
the glove and thus get it warm.

The gloves heretofore, and still, issued to the bulk of flyers are covered
with red dog hair. And this dog hair sheds while in the air and accumulates in
the teeth of the aviator. Too often a flyer is struck with the idea that he is
eating some of the hair of the dog that bit him, Just why the issue flying
gloves had to be covered with red dog hair and why they had to skin the dog when
he was shedding is a question never satisfactorily settled, but the practice
started shortly after the war. That may be reason enough. The practice certains
1y made red dogs scarce. A person may start out early in the morning looking for
dogs and travel until late at night and he will seldom see one red dog. N

The Red Dog market went skyrocketing when the Government began plunging in °
it a few years ago to get hides for aviators! gloves; men playing shorts were
wiped out as slick and clean as a willow shistle, while those playing margins
who decided to ride Ped Dog to the top and unload on a two point break, mopped
up. FRed Dog common, of course, paid the highest, because just ordlnary conmon
dogs with loose hair were preferred for aviators! gloves.

It was a lucky dog, indeced, that could save his hide, esp001a11y if it had
a reddish tinge. And even blue dogs, whose hair would take a red dye, had to be
careful where they curled up for the night, lest they found themselves on the way
to a skinning the next morning. Maxly a howl has gone up over these gloves from
both aviators and dogs, and this latest gesture of supplying 20 pairs of gloves
for the 120 flyers at langley Field is interprcted to mean that the last red dog
is dead, and aviators will be allowed tp IObe their taste for dog hair while
flying. aannJ
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COMBINED ARNY AND. NAVY MANEUVERS I PANAMA
" By the News letter Corresmondent .

The 6th Composite Grorp, Francb Field, Panama. Canal Zonu, sont a detachment
of 100 men and 23 officecrs to AlDrOOF ‘Field for the, comb1ned Arng and Navy Exer-
cises, during the period January 21st to Blst Both' day and night Observation
and Pursuit missions weré carried out during the entire period. Lieut. Clarence
F. Horton was Caum Conmandeﬁ, and Colonbl A G Flshcr was Alr Force Commander in
charge of all tactical operations.

During these maneuvers. an Opvortunlty was haa Yo observe the Boelng Fighter,
the Navy air-cooled nursult plane. . Up to this time we had considered ourselves
fairly well mounted in the PW tybp, now we have seen what a real plane can do in
the way of climbing and nmancuvering. We have been informed by some of the Navy
pilots that these Shlps are to be turned in, when the airplane carriers return
to the California base, for a new and improved type. We are hOplng that- the Army
Air Corps will get some of thls type in the near future.

With the two airplane carriers and the planhs on the other types of Navy
vessels, the Navy had about 200 planes in the air at one time or another. Our
one Pursuit Squadron was rather sadly outmmbered when it came to maneuvering
against this mumber of ships. However, when we get the Pursuit Group at Albrook
Field, the air forces in Panama should be in good shape.

Since the grand maneuvers, the Army air foreces have Dartlcinated w1th the
Navy in three smaller maneuvers. These have been in the nature of sorties by
the fleet, in which the Army pursuit furnished protection until such time as the
airplane carriers could get to sea where they could head into the wind and allow
the planes to take off. ' '

~~~000~--

COLO\ EL LIVDBWRGH'S VISIT TO PANAMA

"Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh was with us again for a brief visit," writes
the France Field Corresmondent, "he having flown a Sikorski Amphibian here from
Miami with mail for the Panama Airways. While he was here, he was taken on a
fishing trip to the Peiis Islauds and from all reﬂorts received on the trip he
enjoyed himself very rmch.

Colonel and Mrs. Fisher gave a swimming party in his honor the day prlor to
his departure, and all of the prominent mllltary, naval and civilian personnel
on the Atlantic side were present

While Colonel Lindbergh did not mentlon his plans for ettlnr married, whlle
with us, he did show considerable interest in the fact that Lieut. George
McDonald was able to’ 5et leave from his new wife long enough to go on a fishing
trip."

—5—600—;-—‘

LIEUT. DONALD G. DUKS RESIGNS FROM ARMY

Lieut. Donal G. Iulze, who has been on duty at the Boston, Mass., Airport,
since December, 1927, resiégned his commission as an officer of the Army to accept
a position with the Pan American Airways, Inc., with headquarters at Cristobal,

* Canal Zone. During the past several months, -while on leave of absence, he estab-
lished a mail and passenger route in Costa Rica. He will be. in charge of the
- Cristobal office of ‘the Company and of flirht oporations in and out of the Canal
zZone.
Commissioned in the Air Corn" on rebruarv 27, 1918 Iieut. Duke was on duty

as Instructor at the School for Aerial. Observers, Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.,

until April, 1919. After CONpletiﬁb three” years of service in the Hawaiian _
Department, he served for brief veriods at Kelly Field, Texas; Fort Bliss, Texas,
and at the 8th Corps Area’ heauauarters, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. In September,
1923, he was ordered to duty in the Office Chief of Air Corps, Tashington, where
he served until May, 1927 , He servea at Bolllnv Field until his a051gnment to
"the Boston Airnport, Whlle on duty in Was iihcton, Lieut. Duke worked zealously
and energetically in connectlon with tne establishment of airvays and landing
fields throughout. the’ country. Whl;e prosocutlng this work he participated in
numerous long-distance cross-country flights. . He has piloted all types of sers!
vice planes and a mgumber of commerclal tynes, and hlS total flying time has
passed, the 2, OOO~hour mark.

Our best wishes t0 Lxeut Duke 4in his new llne of endeavor.
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03T AZOUYT.IH4 R00F LANDING OF AIASHIP TC-5 .
The Ien;ley Fleld Corresnoncent .ives aaditionsl "doope" concernim: the

laniin.: of the Airship TC~6-on tho.roof of the Munitions Buildin/ last month,

Althourh thé story coverim: this evisode ‘aypearsd in the last issue of the

News letter, .the Lanzley scribie's version of it is riven below, s follows:

_ "On Fobruary bth,, & verr motewortly feat was accomplished vhen Captain Wm.
J. Flood, Cormanding. the TC-5-251, laaded oh the roof of the Minitions Zuilding -
in Washin:ton, D.C., deliverinc a letter to General Fechet, Chief of Air Corps,
fron Lieut.-Colonel Jacob: W.5. Wmest, £.C., which spid: 'This is the first in-
stance in which mail has been wcarried From an Army Post directly to the Office
of the Chief of Air Corps and I believe it should mark a new epoch in the future
use of airships.! This js-the first time in the history of the Natisn that an
Army airghip bas landed on thé ronf of the War Départment Manitions Building.
Though the landing facilities.wers very limited, Captain Flood completed the .
feat without a hitch and handed Colomel Wuest's message to. Lieut. Otto Wienecke
in charge of the landing crew on the roof. ‘In a letfer to Lieut.-Colonel Waest,
Commanding Officer of Langley Field, the Chief of the Air Corps wrote as
follows: \ R A 3 T oo : _

'Your letter of February 5th was ‘delivered to mé by Lieut. Wienecke in my
office at 3:00 p.m. this date. The landing on the Toof of the Manitions. Build-
ing wasvaccomplighed;without*difficulty'ahd demonstrates the pqssibility,of'
this direct means of delivering comminications., I wish to congratulate you and
the crew of the Airship on this excellent performance.' =~ . . ..

. During the flight to and from Washington; D.C., the Airship TC-5-251 made ¢
néw speed record when it completed the first leg of the flight in 2 hours and 1.
mimites and returned in 2 hours and 20 mimutes,

.On the 4th, the same airship took mail from the .decks of the Pennsylvania
Steamer 'Virginia Lee' in Hampton Roads enroute from Norfolk to 0ld Point.

Joth flights were undertaken to demonstrate the practicability of .the
airships for delivery of. messages. in ‘the'Military: service." IR

S i ¥ e MRS S

.. SUOKE SCRESN PEMONSTRATION AT SAX ANTONIO

Captain Ralph H. Wooter, of the 3rd Attack Group, in an A-3 equipped with
smoke laying apparatus, was forced by fog to-land at Hallettsville, Texas,while
enroute to San Antonio to give a demonstration which had Peen requested by the
Chemical Warfare Officer of the Eighth Corps Area.  Arriving about thirty min-
uteés late on account of the forced landing, the demonstration was ssheduled for
the day following. Inclement weather, however, prevented it. The next morning
when ready to lay the screen, the valve failed to function properly and only a
thin stream of smoke was emitted. Returning to Fort Crockett without landing,
Captain Wooten reported that a screen approximately 125.miles-long was laid
before the charge of F.M. gave out. - It was learned that age will cause corro-
sion and deterioration of the F.M. S

- CmimoQoii—

" CAPTAIN HOYT MAKES RECORD FLIGHT TO' SAW ANTONTO AND RETURN -

~ Within the space of 37 hours and 35 mimtes, Captain Ross G. Hovt, Alr-
Corps, pilot.of one of the refueling planes in the regent record-breaking dura-.
tion f1ight of the "Question Mark," accomplished a double Dawn-to-Dusk. Flight .
from Washington, D.C., to Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, and return, tie dis-
tance inivolved approximating 3100 miles. Allowing for his period of :rest . at
Kelly 'Fiéld of nine hours and the 15.to 20-mimute’periods taken up.during the
refueling of his plane .at the several places hé landed while enrogte; Jgntain
Hoyt's actual flying time totalled 25% hours. - . . . e

-~ This flight was made -solely for the purpose of carrying mail. . Captain Foyt
took 4'plane that had been in usual service-at Bolling Field,. and without any
‘re-touching or special changes, made the flight to San Antonio and; refurn with-
out incident. The flight: demonstrates. the capabilities of fightinz planes %o
rendezvous. at any point' which might be menaced, whether on ohe coast or on. tke
other, within the space of eighteen hdursi: ' o o

~Lack of ‘plans or preparation featured Captain Hoyt's fast flight from the
Capital City to the Alamo City. The airplene was the standard Army Pursuit P1-B
(Curtiss Hawk) without increased gasoline capacity. ‘The efficiency of the power
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plant of this fast little pursuit ship mhy Be appreciated from the faet that it

was kept running continuously from start to finish on both the golig dnd return

- trips. ,/’////

During the ent*re trip Caotaiﬂ Hoyt was furnished weather renorts by the-
United States Weather Burcam, including wind diréction and the velocity of same,
and he states thet the data furnished him proved absolutely accurate. He en-
countered clear weather throughout, but was forced to battle strong head winds
on his return journey after leaving Greenville, South Carolina. These were more
in the nature of cross than direct w1nds, but they tended to retard his progress
somewhat.

When Captain Hoyt arrived at Bolllng Field before dawn Wednesday morning,
March 6th, to take off for San Antonio, he found the field a mass of mud and
water, with wrecked and live dirigibles scattered here and there. To avoid the
almost certaln prospect of being bogged down on the muddy field on his take-off,
the ship was wheeled to the concrete runway between the hangars. Taking advant-
age of the 250 feet of this runway running north and south, the wheels cleared
the ground just as the end of the concrete was reached. The plane took the air
at 4:25 a.m., and Captain Hoyt flew along the course of the Air Mail beacons
which are strung along at 40-mile intervals between New York and Atlanta, Ga.

' Arriving at the Munieipal Airport at Greenville, South Carolina, at 7:50
a.m., his plane was serviced with 70 gallons of gasoline and one gallon of oil..
Fifteen mimtes later he took off for Jackson, Miss., passing over Birmingham,
Ala., enroute, Because he encountered strong head winds during the 480-mile run
from Greenville, Capt. Hoyt landed at the Jackson airdrome with but three gallom
of gas left in his tank, remarking that never before was he so glad to get to a
landing place as at this particular time. Had he been six miles off his course,
he would not have been able to make the field. Throughout his entire journey.
Captain Hoyt stated, his motor consumed fuel regularly at the rate of 20 gallons
per hour. At certain intervals he flew at the rate of 160 miles per hour.

Reaching Jackson, Mississiupi, at 1:10 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, the
little pursuit ship was serviced with 100 gallons of gas and a gallon of oil,
Twenty minutes later it was in the air again enroute to Shreveport, La., where
its wheels touched at 2:45 p.m. 4 southwest wind was encountered all the way, ii
having changed to that direction after the departure from Jackson. Avproximatel;
50 gallons of gasoline were needed to completely fill the tanks, and at 3:10 p. m,
the plane was in the air again nointing towards San Antonio. Kelly Field was
reached at 6:45 p.m., Central Time, just 15 minutes before darkmess. From
Shreveport Castain Hoyt bucked a very high southwest wind the entire distance

to Kelly Field.

At Kelly Field the motor was stonpea for the flrst time since leaving
Washington. The airplane and motor were given a routinc check and Captain Hoyt
left instructions to have it ready for flight at 3:30 the next morning.

Captain Hoyt stated that he did not feel fatigued as the result of his 1500+
mile flight. Going to bed at 9:00 o'clock, he arose at 2:45, and an hour later

. was in the air again on his return flight to Washington. It was then 2% hours

before daylight, and climbing to an altitude of about 4,000 feet he could see the

lights of New Braunfels and Seguin, Texas, apnroximately 40 miles disbant. He
checked his compass on New Rraunfels, having no wind aloft remort, and in that
way determined what his actual compass course would be, making allowance for the

wind. TFlying this compass course constantly until daybrealz, with a check on the
~ lights of Austin, Texas, which city was scveral miles off to his left, Captain

Hoyt, two hours and forty-five mimutes later, found himself over Shreveport,. La.

On checking his gasoline supply, he was gratified to find that a favoring wind

had speeded his progress to such an extent that a sufficilent supnly was on hand

_to enable him to continue on to Monroe, Ia., 110 miles further on. From Shreve-

port the wind changed, and he was forced to buck it all the way to Monroe, where

he landed at 7:50 a.m., Central Time. Fifteen minutes later, after taking on

80 gallons of gas and a galloa of 0il, he took off for Greenville, S.C., via

Birmingham, Ala. Feeling somewhat dubious as to whether his fuel supoly would

last until Greenville was reached, Captain Hoyt landed at Birmingham at 11:45 .

a.m., Eastern Time. Only 10 sallons of high test gas was available on the field,

however, but this small amount, as it subsequently developed, proved just about

sufficient, for upon landing at Greenville, after taking off from Birmingham at

12:00, Eastern Time, Captain Hoyt found exactly ten gallouns of gasoline left in

the tank. He felt very thankfal that he had landed at Firmingham.

Taking on 90 gallons of gas and a'gallon of oil at Greenville, Captain Hoyt
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took off at 3:00 o'clock, Eastern Time for Bolllng Field. From this point on
he encountered severe cross winés, same having ‘increased gradually throughont
the day, as they swung towards the Northwest. He landed at Bolling Field at
6:00 o'clock in a 60-mile gale. After rolling along the ground a short distance,
a strong gust of wind picked up his ship and carried it along. %%’ tWenty feet
above the ground for some distance: “Captein Hoyt immediately fhe motor
'full throttle and 1andeu someWhat hard but with no damage to hls Shlp

QDESTION MARK FLYERS GRELTED BY PENNSYLVANTA DIGNITARIES
. By the Mludle,ovm Alr De)o‘c Correspondent oo

o To many p60ple thé flmght of the “Qpestlon Mark" terminated 6én that chilly
w‘day, J&nuary 7th, in California. To a smsll but interested group of officers

- --and- éivilians at this statien, however, the flight was not completed on Jamary
7th, but ended finally on a $t1ll colder day, Februatry 12th, at Middletown, Pa.
A small group of interested personnel, including reporters from the Harrisburg
- hewspapers and photagrapkers, gathered with coat collars turned up and teeth
chattering at the Operations hangar on Olmstead Field as young Quesada set the
Pplane down in his usual three-point style. Major Dargue, Major Spatz, Mr. Fred
Spatz and Captair Hoyt, in three 0O2-H's, accompanied the "Question Mark" part
way, btut landed here several mimites earlier.

Cantain F.F. Christine met the chilly pilots, and they were taker into ‘the
- hangar to thaw out before em.barhnb for the Capitol at’ Harrlsburg At the
- Bamitol, Governor Flsher ‘with ‘members of his Cabinet, Senators and Representa-
tives 1ntereﬁted in aviation, received the visitors, tog ether w1th the permanen*

" officews from the Middletowm Depot.

The Pennsylvania State Iesgislature being in session, the: Sneaker of the
‘House formally introduced ‘éach member: of -the crew of- +the "Qpestlon Mark," call-
ing upon them for a short talk.: By thls “time “the’ nersonnel ‘had been through so
many - dinners, with their attenaant'hfter’dlnner spéeches, “that they seemed per-
fectly at ‘Home at the Sneaker‘s-stand and “each madé a few appropriate remarks,

" much- to -the enthusissm ‘and - interest ‘Of" the lesislators of the Keystone State.

After the Capitol visit, ‘back into waitlng automoblles, and escorted by the
famous "flying wedge! of the Dcnnsylvanla State motorCJcle patrolmen, they -
Journeyed over to the- Penn—qarris ‘Hotel, where a de11c10us Juncheon was served
‘througch the “courtesy of Col. E.J. Stackmole and 'Copt. A.H. Stackpole. ter
luncheon - the party came back to Olmstead Field, where ‘the OB's’ were warmed up

and the distinguished guests departed for Bolling.” Despite the cold, and a
high wind, it was necessary for the operations parsonnel to throw stakes and ,
‘repe-around the "Question Mark" to kKeép the intérésted: inhabitants of this re-
‘gion from climbing aboard’ and possibly deoartlng v1th sauvenlrs of the

~ historic plane.
© - At this time the "Question Mark"'is an;rox1mately 90% completed in a
thorough major overhaul. At first 1t was thought that'the plane -would be Teno-
“vated throughout and ready to fly in ‘the 1naugurat10n ceremonies of Presidenc

' Hoover; but this will not be the case, as there was 106 much work to be comnlet-

~ed in transformlnb it back into a service type t;an3port;

"~ On February 19th the Chamber of Commerce of Harrisburg, Pa., tendered a re-
‘ception to the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania), his Cabinet and the mem-
bers of the Legislature. Capt. F.F. Christine, Capt. J.T. Fleming, QMC, Lieuts.
Ray G. Harris, X.C. McGregor, Harry H. Mills, Milton J. Smith and Contrac’ Sur-
geon John F. Blecher, were guests at this recention, belne ‘honored by being

_seated at a tatle 1mmed1ately adgﬂcent to that of 'the’ Governor ‘and the Speaker.

-"'Phe” Chagiber of Commerce is heartily back of the movement'to’ éstablish an ade-

- ghate airport for the City of ﬂarrlsburg, and they have felt fhee to call unon
“o-any Air Corps members ef the Depot for technical advice, information, statistics
or anythlnb else which mlpht help them in their selection of the best site for
their airport. What little ald has been requested of the officers of the Depot

~has beén most gladly given, and it is now: believed that- by May or June their

N airport will be a going concérn and handlln a great deal of " the commervlal

'lftpaffic ‘which comes up and déwn' the’ Susquehanra Valley. '

“v "Asthere .were many important’ speeches t6 be made and ‘broadcast durlng the

" ditmer; the Army officers were" merely called upon to ‘stand up and bé introduced

" to ‘the audience. It is ‘estimated that -there- were more ‘than 600 guests at this
dlnner and 1t is hoped that officers from - thlS nost may attend future gatner—
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ings of this kind, as it helns them to know the people of Harrisburg and vicin-
ity, and throuch these contacts these people rain an understanding of what the
Army mission here is and what it is trying to do.

On Wednesday, February 20th, Captain F.F. Christine and Liocut. Ray G.Harris
the Engineer Officer of the flight of the Question Mark, attended a regular
luncheon of the Chamber of Commerce in Harrisburg, during which both officers
were called upon to give short talks. Iieut. Harris snoke on "Some of the
Umisual Features Attending the Flizht of the 'Question Mark'", which the listen-
ers had not learned from the newspapers. Cantain Christine's talk was on "The
Past, Present and Future of the Middletown Depot." After luncheon they were
both congratulated on the mamner and substance of their soeeches, and the
Secretary of the Charmber »f Commerce rcquested that their addresses be typed
and mailed to them as a reference in their files.,

———oOo———

FORMER AIR CORPS OFFICERS BECOME OFFICIALS OF CURTISS CO.

Two former officers of the Air Corps, botn of vhom rendered conspicuous
service while wearing the uniform, and who are now affiliated with the Curtiss:
Aeroplane and Motor Co., dropped into the Information Division recently to say
"Howdy." The first to call was Major C.C. Moseley, Reserve, vwho, it will be
- recalled, won the first Pulitzer Trophy Race vhich was held in New York on
Thanksgiving Day in 1920. Piloting the Verville-Packard airplane, he covered
the closed circuit totalling 132 miles at the then considered amazing average
speed of 178 miles an hour,

Lieut. Moseley was considered an exceptional »ilot, having many long cross-
country flights  to his credit and flying mumerous types of planes. He resigned
from the service to enter commercial aviation, accenting the Vice Presidency of
the Western Air Express with headquarters at Los Angeles, Calif., in charge of
operations. Just recently he relinguished this position to become Vice Pne31-
dent and Director of the Curtiss Flying Service, with headquarters at Tos
Angeles. Major Moseley states that the Curtiss Company contemplates establish-
ing flying schools at Qakland, Calif.; Portland, Oregon; Spokane, Washington,
and at other places. He is also the Curtlss Xeyes renresentative for the
Transcontinental Air Transport.

The other new official of the Curtiss Company is Magor Burdette S. erght
Reserve, who, on February 27th, at a meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Co., was unanimously elected Vice President of that
Company in Washington with authority to negotiate, sign and deliver for and on
behalf of this Company contracts with the United States Government for the con-
struction of airplanes, airplane motors and airplane parts.

Major erght's record as an officer of the Air Corps was of the highest
character. While on duty in the Training and Operations Division, Office Chief
of Air Corps, he played a prominent part in furthering the establishment of air-
ways and landing fields throughout the country. Duaring his tour of duty at the
Advanced Flying School at Kelly: Field, Texas, he performed valuable service
towards the general improvement in training methods. - Ordered baC£ to: duty in
the Office of the Chief of Air Corps, Major Wright was assigned as Chief of the
Information Division, but hé only served in that canacity for several months,
resigning from the Army to accent a more remmnerative position in civil life,
He was recently decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross for conswnicuous
and meritorious service overseas during the war.

Our heartiest congratulations are extended to these two former members of
the Air Corps, and we are sure we echo the sentiments of their friends both in
and out of the service when we say that we w1sh them all poss1ble success in
their new undertakings.

= 000==~

‘Piloting service type -ylanes, Lieuts. Stanley M. Umstead and Edmund P.
Gaines, flew cross-—country from Mitchel Field, N.Y. to Miami, Fla. The flight
was for the purpose of cross-country training and to attend exercises in connec-
.. tion with the dedication of the Pan-American Airport at that city. Sketches
were made of several landing fields en route, and on their return to Mltchel
Field each pllot submltted complete reports of the routes flown.
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HOPEFUL SIGNS FOR PROMOTION IEGISLATION

It is most unfortunate, of course, that durine the session of Congress Jjust
terminated promotion lezislation agaoin failed of enactment. High hopes were en-
tertained that nromotion relief would be secured during this session, inasmuch
as both Houses of Congress appeared to be in accord on the proposition that
remedial action was nccessary to bllmlnate sta rnation in promotion among officer:

. 0f the Arnmy. ~

Discouraging as the failure of this 1eblslatlon to pass has no doubt nroven
to be, hope should not be abandoned. Beyond all doubt the proposition will be
taken up at the next regular session of Congress and prosecuted with renewed
vigor. Promotion legislation is standing in the batter's box with two strikes
against it. As the coacher always says, "it only talkes one." The next pitch
will be straight over and it will be knockea a mlle. This is. our feeling
about it.

In the last annual report of A551stant Secretary of War Davison, he stated:
"The Furlow bill, as it passed the House, is unquestionably the most satisfactor,
promotion measure ever 1ntroduced ‘from the Air Corps standpoint. It is earnest-
ly to be desired that the measure, or one containing its provisions in substance
be enacted into law." : '

TWhile Congress has recotnlze& tlie necessity for certaln changes to be made
in the system of promotion in the Army as a whole, it has nevertheless been ap-
parent that the Air Corps needed this. promotion more than any other branch.
Other measures were renorted by both the Senate and House Military Committees to
take care of promotion in the Army as a vhole.

The whole problem finally came to a head durings the closing days of
’Congress, when all measures were throvm into conference with a view to reaching
a solutlon prior to-adjournment. It was a confercnce on promotion for the whole
Army, the special features for the Air Corps bein;; incorporated in one section.

. Aareement was reached on many of the irportant features, and among these
~ were the nrov151ons for the Air Corps. Both the Senate and the House recognized
the . nece331ty for special consideration for the Air Corns, and complete agree-
ment was reached which-differed in no essential detail from the bill originally
introduced and passed unanimously by the House. A4 deadlock resulted on provi-
*sions affecting one grqup of Arny officers the day before adjournment.

" A great -deal of nrogress has been made in reaching the solution of the pro-
‘motion problem for the Air Corps. It is hoped and believed that the constructive
work already done will not be lost, and that the next Congress will accept the
basic principles and many of the details that have alreddy been agreed upon by

the Congress which has just adjourued. Among these nr1n01ples we find:

(a) The necessity for a list of-flying oiflcers of the Alr Corps for
promotion purposes.

(v) A reasonable assurance of promotion- based upon years of. serv1ce with
such accelerated promotion as may be required to meet the conditions peculiar
to service in the Air Corps and maintain a balanced forceé in the various grades.

(e) Sne01a1 provigsions for retirement in- IQCO“nltloﬁ of the hazardous
nature of the service and in order t6 provide an outlet for flying. officers who
have passed the peak of their corbat efficiency, thus malntalnlnﬁ the flylng
efi1c1ency of the Corps as a whole.

’ Ce ———oOo--—

..VAAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFRCTING AIQ COBPo OFFIGERS -

- CHANGES OF'STATION:»Following officers to reportAto Army Var College, Washington,
for duty as student, 1929-1930 course --

Major Joseph T. Mclaruney, Office Chief of the Air Corps.

Major Junius W. Jones, General Service School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

Major Clinton W. Russell, Iustructor, General Service School, Ft. Leavenwortk

Lieut.-Col. Arthur G. Fisher, upon completion tour of duty in Panama.

To Haweiian Department, sailing from San Francisco about June 19, 1929,
Captain Frank: H. Pritchard, Rockwell Field, and 1st Lieut. Thomas L. Gllbert,
Post Field, JFort Sill, Okla.-

Major Rush B. Lincoln relieved from detail as member of War Department
General Staff, June 4, 1929, and to Bos%on Mass., for duty &4t Headquarters, 1lst
Corps Area.
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CHANGES OF STATION (Gontinuea) Gant“in Lovell H. Smith to Buffalo, N.¥., as
Air Corps Representative at Curtiss Aeronlane and Motor Co y Inc. unon cOmnletior
‘of tour of dutw in Hawailan Department,

Captain Henry Pascdale to Langley Field, Va s unon comoletiOu of tour of duty
in Hawaiian Denartment.

Captain Jokn G. Thitesides to Materiel Division, Wright Field, upon comple-
tion tour of duty in Thili-nincs.

Upon commpletion of tour of duty in Philipnines, 1lst Lieut. Paul E. Burrows
. to Rockwell Field and lst Lieut. Donald R. Goodrich to Alr Corps Detachment,
- Fort Leavenvworth, Kansas.

lst Lieut. Henry F. Sessions, upon 00‘@10tion of tour of duty in Panama, to
Post Field, Fort Sill, OQklahoma.

lst Lieut. Edrund C. Lynch,3¥pooks Field, to Panama Canal Zone, sailing from
New York about June 15th.
. lst Licut. Charles T. Myers, Jr., Brooks Field, to Philippines, sailing
from San Francisco about- May 25th.

2nd Lieut. Barl C. Robbins, Air Corps Training Center, to Brooks Field,Tex.

2nd Lieut. Oscar F. Carlson, Brooks Field, to March Field as Instructor.

Upon completion of present tour of foreign service, lst Lieut. Lyman P.
Whitten to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, instead of to Merch Field.

2nd Lieut. John R. Hawkins, Brooks Field, to March Field as Instructor.

1st Lieut. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, March Field, to Hewalian Department, sailing
from San Francisco about May 24th.
, - Orders assigning lst ILieut. Leslle F. Young, Langley Field, to Hawalian
Department, revoked.

Captain Floyd E. Galloway, Office Assistant Secretary of War, Washington,
to Bowman Field, Louisville, Ky., for duty with Organized Reserves, 5th CorpsArea

1st Lieut. Victor E. Bertrandias, Air Corps Representative, . Douglas Alrcraft
Co., Santa Monica, Calif. to Rockwell Field, Calif., effective August 1, 1929,

1st Lieut. Dudley W. Watltins to Wright Field, Dayton, 0., upon completion
of duty in Philippinecs. ’

1st Lieut. Benjamin 3, Cassida , Kelly Field, to March Field, Calif.

2nd Lieut. James A. Elllson, Bowman Field, Louisville, Ky., to Selfridge
Field, Mich. ‘
RZLIEVED FROM DETAIL TO THE AIR CORPS: 2nd Lieut. Edward T. Shepherd, Q.M.C.,
to Infantry, 2nd Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

2nd Lieut. Hampden E. Montgomery, Jr. to 8th Infantry, Fort Screven, Ga.

2nd Lieut. Henry F. Beaumont, 4th, Jr. to 6th Cavalry, Fort Olethorpe,Ga.

2nd Lieut. Clayton J. Mansfield to 2nd Cavalry, Fort Riley, Kansas.

2nd Lieut. James M. Ivy to 10th Infantry, Fort Thomas, Ky. :

2nd Lieut. James P. Hill to 24th Infantry, Fort 3emning, Ga.

2nd Lieut. Alfred 3. D91a1ston, QMC, to 2nd Division, Fort Sam Houston,Tex.
DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS, and to Yrimary Flying School, July 1,1929, Brooks
-FPield, Texas, for training 2nd Lieuts. Richard P. 0'Keefe, Field Artlllery,
Waltér A. Simon, Infantry; Charles B. Stone, 9th Infantry.
PROMOTIONS: BPBaptain Vincent 3. Dixon to -Major, rank from Jamuary 22, 1929.

- 1st Lieut. Frank D. Hackett to Captain, rank from Fehruary 11, 1929.

lst ILieut. Alfred I. Puryear to Captain, rank from Jamary 17, 1929.

2nd Lieut. Fred A. Ingalls to lst Lieut., rank from Jemuary 22, 1929.

2nd Lieut. Robert L. Brookings to lst ILieut., rank from February 27, 1928.
RESERVE OFFICERS ORIDERZD TO ZXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY - -

Captain Wm. C. Thomas March 3 to June 30, 1929, to Chaﬂute Field, Rantoul,
I11., to pursue course of instruction at Air Corps Technical School.

<nd Lieut. Roy Bubert Boundregux, March 1 to June 30, 1929 Crissy Field.
RESIGNATION - 1st Lieut. Donald G. Duxe, March 4, 1929

-——oOo-—-

GLARE OF SUN RAYS ON ICE PARTICLES FORCE ALTITUDE,FLYERS TO DESCEND

Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, pilot, accompanied oy Captain Albert W. Stevens,
observer and aerial photographer, took off from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, at
2:25 p.m., February 12th, on a hizh altitude flight with a K-3A camera.

An altitude of 27,000 feet F.A.I. was obtained before they were forced to
descend, this being due to the fact that they were blinded by .the reflection of
the sun on ice particles :in the air, The temperature at 37, OOO feet was 76
degrees below zero. The. exnorirental electrlcally~heated poggles worn by both
men functioned satisfactorlly down to 60 degrees below zero, while the experi-
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mental ‘electrically-heated gloves they wore’ functloned satlsfactorlly all the
vay. The liquid oxygen supply was ample and functioned Satisfactorily. Several
Sucecessful photographs were taken.
3ecause. of the gozsle lenses fogeing after a temperature of 60 degrees was
reached, plans were made for aodltlonal heat c01ls to insure clear vision down
‘to 80 degrees bBélow zero.
---000==-

NIGHT PHOTOGRAPHS OF WASHINGTON FROM THE AIR

Captaln Albert W. Stevens, ohe of the foremost aerial photograohers of the
Army Air Corps, piloted by the veteran Army flyer, Lieut. John D. Corkille,made
night - )hotouranhs of the White House and the Capitol on the night of March Jrd.

A standard 02- Observation airplane, equlppeo for nisht flying, with land-
ing lights and long exhaust stacks , was used in this night photographic work.
These lengthy exhaust stacks are utilized in order to eliminate the flare from
the exhaust gas. The flare, which is- only visible in darkness, has a tendency
to blind the vision of the nilot and fog the picture. In night aérial photo-
graphic work absolute darkness in the airplane is essential for best results.

. The camera used was the standard Army X-3, which is now,beln, sunolled %0
Air Corps organizations, with a few modifications.

. Coptain Stevens was not favored with the best of luck in his enoeavor to
take photographs of the Capital City on the night beforc the In#fuguration. Sev-
eral unexpected mishaps in the operation of the camera and the flashlight bormb
release prevented him from obtaining the best results. Taking off at 7:30 p.m.,
the plane circled over the White House, a“flashli”lt bomb was released and the

..camera clicked. The photograph dld not prove entlrely succossful, nowevor.

- Fearing that a heavy charge of maﬁn651un powder in the bomb would cause too
-great. & disturbance in that V1cln1ty, the charge Was reduced and for tkat

~réason-the photograph was not as sharply ‘defined as would oorAally have been the
case. TFrom the Thite House the nlane was flown over the Canltol “and Captaln
Stevens attempted to take a nhotograoh of it. For ‘some unknown reason the torb
rack failed to function, and the flashlight bomb stuck despite’ 21l of Captain
Stevens' gfforts to extr1cate 1t Wltﬂ hlS flngers vhlch ho later found were
- torn and bleeding.

I¥put. Corkille flew the olane back to Zolling Field, and at 10:30 p.m.
took off again, with hombs of larger capac1ty, contalrlng ‘25 pounds of magnesivr
powder, to take several views of the Capitol. " The- f1rst ”Shot” turned out sat-
isfactorily. The detonation from the bomb could be heard for some distance, a:r
several windows in-nearby bwildings were broken as the result of the vibration.
This photograph turned out sharp and clear. Captain Stevens' second attempt t.
photograph the Capitol met with failure. It appears that some part of his pera
chute became entangled with the electric switch, and when the flashlight bomd
was released the shutter failed to trlp After each picture was taken the vlan
was flown over the Potomac ?1ver and Captain Stevens busied himself with the
quick-work developing process. Five minutes ‘or so later Lieut. Corkille pilote .
the plane over the'parking area back of the M1n1t10ns_gu11d1nb; whlch had been
cleared of automobiles. Placing the can containing the developed, washed ard
dried negative in a message bag, 'to which a long white streamer was attacaed, as

-well as a réd flare, it was dropoed from the plane and landeo within ten Zeel of
the group of Alr Corps officers, Major Longanecker Lieuts. Ennis and Kiriksey,
who Wwere waiting below. The first time the, message, bag was dropped, the flare
blew out in the sllos+ream and they failed to see where it landed. Calling up
Captain Stevens at 30’11n5 Field, he stated that the bag dropped close to the
wire fence and within 30 feet of ‘the: gate. The night was quite dark, and with
shrubbery and many trees in the vicinity, the group of officers felt that tney
¥ere about to search for a necdle in a haystack. Walking to the point spec:i-
fied by Captain Stevens the streamér and message bag were found hanging on “he
wire fence, .

The films wére taken'to the office of the American Tolegraph and Telephone
Gompaﬂy, where & positive film was printed from the neg atlvé in the same ranner
as a positive picture would be printed. ‘Both films were then placed on %he
transmitting roll or drum of the telephoto apparatus and 1mreo1ately sent by
wire: to. eight of the vrincipal cities of the United States. There they were
recopied: and 25 positive prints struck off at each station and delivered to Arm
Alr Corps representatlves for distribution to the press _
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS
w0 e

San Antonio Air Depot, Duncen Field, Texas, Feb. 20th.

‘The nfficers and ladies of Duncan Field enterteined at o dance on Friday
evening, Februery 8th, inviting as gucsts all officers and their lodies of the :. -
several Army activities in San Antonio and vicinity. The Kelly Field Officers' . -
Club Room was borrowed for the occasion, and was decorated with novel and strik-
ing effects. Seven parachutes were suspended from the ceiling and, when opened .
in the shape of large bells, formed » canopy over the entire room. The shroud
lines were run to the sides of the room and were wrapped with crepe paper: in

the Air Corps colors. The permanent lights in the building were removed and ‘an -
attractive lighting effect nbtained by suspending s large Japanese lantern from
the center of each perachute. A profusion of palms and flowers cnmpleted the
decnratinons. Punch was served thrnughout the evening and light refreshments at

midnight. Delightful music was provided by the Kelly Field Orchestra.  Two lun-

dred fifty guests were pr2sent and were received by Brlgadler—General and Mrs.
Frank P. Lahm, Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. Jemes A. Mars, Captain and Mrs otto G.
Trunk and Lieut. and Mrs. Charles E. Branshaw..

On February 15th a group of twentv three students of the Air Corps Advanced
Flying School, Kelly Field, visited the Depot for a tour. of 1nspect10n of our
activities, in connection with thelr course of 1nstruct10n, the group belng in.

- charge of Lieut. T.A. Sims, Jr.

Lieut. Fdgar E. Glenn, A.C., on duty with the organlzed Reserves at’ Hatbox
Field, Muskogee, Ckla., paid us a visit by air, on February 18th, in connectinn
with minor repairs for his plane.

The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired in the
Engineering Department of the Depot during Jesnuary:- Airplanes - 3 DH-4M-1,

1 DH-4M~2, 1 DF-4M-2T, 8 PT-1, 2 AT-4, 3 02, 1 02-4, 1 02-C, Total, 20: an1nes~-
24 Wright By 6 Wright J-5, 10 Curtiss D-12, Total, 40.

Fort Crockett, Texas, February 28th.

The entire command was much pleased when the Commending Officer received

. a commendation for the efficient administration of Fort Crockett and for the _
good morale, discipline and training of the Third Attack Group. ZEach offlcer _
and enllsted man was also commended for this satisfactory condition.

Lieut. John L. Hitchings, returned for duty on February 10th after an
absence of six weeks as a student in the Cook's and Baker's School at Fort Seam
Houston. He reports that the course was wcll worth tak1ng and that it was most
ably presented. -

Major Jouett, with Captain Murphy, Fllght Surgeon flew to- Fort Sam Houston
on Februsry 11lth, returning the same doy. . While there Captain Murphy made the
necessary arrangements for coming operations on both himself and Capt.Idzorek.

Lieut. G.C. McGinley's quarters in the City were the scene of a most en~
joyable chop stey and poker party in honor of his birthday. Proper reverence
was paid to the memory of Lieut. E.H., Wood, lete chop suey eating champion of
the Group. No new records were msde, so Ed still holds the honor. Mrs. Mc-
Ginley was the hostess of the fpoker widows" at a bridge perty in the quarters
of Mrs. James T. Curry, at the Post, so an enjoyable and uninterrupted time was
enjoyed by all.

The evening of February 10th will be long remembered as the date of the
"Wild West Party" held at the Air Corps Club. The entertainment committee, con-
sisting of Lieuts. Flock, Heber, and Johnston, deserves much credit for the most
appropriate decorations and settings. The filming of the Super-picture "Wild
Nell", by the Crockett Film Company added to the enjoyment of the guests.

A class in Courts-Martial wae attended by all officers of the command on
the evening of Pebruary 20th, at the Officers! Club. A demonstration of con-
clusive evidence was given when in the cnurse of a few brief minutes the entire
- case was lost to the Prosecution when it was clearly shown that the President
of the Court, Captain S.J. Idzorek, was the gullty party Captain Idzorek was
rendered speechless for an instant. ' ’
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Rockwell Field, Cnrenads, Cal., March 1st

Six pilots of the 95th.Purqu1t Squadron added a touch of enlor 2nd a few
thrills to the dedication ceremonies 'at the Glendale Airport, Glendale,falif.,
on Washington's Birthday. The officers were luncheon guests of -the Glendale
Chamber of Commerce. The flight returned to Rnckwell Field the same day.

A farewell dinner and dance wes given in honor »f TLieut. and Vrs. A.C.
Strickland, and Lieut. and Mrs. O.P. Gothlin, Jr., on the evening of Webruary
25th, by the officers nf the 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rrckwell Field.  ILieut.
Strickland has received nrders for foreign service in the Hawaiian Department,
and Lieut. Gothlin was assigned as Air Corps Representative ot the Boeing Air-
plane Corporation, . Seattle, Washington. Fnllowing the dinner at the Cnronado
Country Club, the varty adwourned to the Officers Club, Rockwell Field, where.

the entire commissioned personnel and the ladies of. tne Post devoted the remain¥ o

der of the evening to dan01ng.~ :

Rockwell Field now has five new Second Lleutenants, Air. Corps Regular Army o
As a result of the Regular Army examinations held at Rockwell Field, in December,.
1928, Lieuts. R.V. Williazs, ¥.A. Solter, S.X. Robinson, J.E. Mallory and N.H.
Ives, Reserves, at that time on extended active duty, recelved commissions in- :
the Air Corps.. All of the new officers are acslgned to the 95th Pursuit SQuadronJ
Commissions date from February 2, 1229. v

Lieut . John XK. Nissley, A. C,, was appointed 1nstructor in the Mess Manage—
ment Course Troop School, to be conducted at Rockwell Field. - Approximately
thirty officers will attend this course, which starts March 4th.

Lieut. F.P. Kenny, A.C., 1lth Bombardment Squadron, was: app01nted Post Ex—
change Officer, . vice Lieut. Baez, Jr., relieved. Lieut. H.R. Baxter was appoint-
ed as Assistant Post Exchange Officer.

Lieut . Raphael Baez, Jjr., Air Corps, was relieved from assignment and duty :
with the 11lth Bombardment Squadron, Rockwell Field, and assigned to duty with -
the Rockwell Air Depot. Lieut. Baez was. app01nted Ass1stant Englneerlng officer.
of the Depot.

Lieut. J.X. lesley, in charge of the Armament Sectlon of the 11th Bombard—
ment Squadron, has been busy for the past month constructing an altitude bombing
range and bomb dump on the corner of the field towards Point Loma. It is ex-
pected this range will be ready for actual bombing upon the arr1va1 of the new’
bombers from the Keystone Aircraft Pactory, Bristol, Pa. For high altitude bomb-
ing the Squadron will use water targets located between the malnland and the
Coronado Islands.

Major H.B, Clagett, Air Offlcer of tqe 9th Corps Area was a recent v1s1tor
at the Post, arriving by plane on Tebruary 25th and denartlng March lst. .

orders were received assigning the following Second Lieuts., Air Corps Re-
serve, to active duty at Rockwell Field, effective March 1st: Sam W. Cheyney; .
James A Ronin; John P. ¥Fenny; lewis R. Parker and David D. Graves.

Capt. Ira C. Eaker arrived at Rockwell: Field, March: lst, in a new. Boelng
PW-12 plane, and departed 6:30 A. M., March. an en route to Tucson and points’
east. .. : :

Lieuts. Ives, Mallory, valnSQn and Smitn hapned up to Crlssy Fleld on ,
Washington's Blrthday, and returned the following Sunday. The return fllght wag
made in three hours and twenty minutes. flJlng time, due to a:strong tail wind. o
Ordinarily the flight between Sap Francisco and Sdn D1ego requlres close to four . .
hours in PW-9s. : .o

Langley Field, Hammton, Va., Februa:y 16th.

Twentieth Bombardment Squadron by Lt M.V, BurnS1de A G Sgts A J
DeRosset and C.A. Meyers of this Squadron are receiving a month's course: of
instruction in the Pratt-Whitney factory at Hartford, Conn. The new LB 7s will .
be equipped. with motors produced by this factory. " :

The Group is starting formation work in the Squedron tra;nlng perlod Each
orgenization has one plane in commission, maklng Just enough for a three plane
formation.

One bomblng team of the 20th Squadron was snllt with the departure of t.
A. H Jomnson, who will attend the Chemical:Warfsre School at Edgewood Arsenal
durlng the next ten w.eks,

Some difficulty was experienced in bombing with the present type 100 1b.
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bomb. A'large pumber of them tumble in flight. This causes s loss in the for-
ward speed of the bomb, resulting in its falling short of the target.

" The newly de1KW<d vertical fins for the pree ent LB-5-A plares, now being
" used by the Group, arrived in the new LB-7 and are belné installed on the planes
turned out by the Aero Repair. This allows the 20th and 96th Squadrons to put
another plane in commissiosn at a time when they are badly needed, due to the
training program in wnrogress at this time.

A great deal of excitement was created on January 26th, when an LB-% arriv-
ed at Langley on its way to Wright Field. ZEvery Levartrnent of the Squadron was
represented, . The Radio Department examined the resr cncknit; the mechanics look-
ed over the engines; the pilots sat behind the wheel, nnd we all took a long look
at the tail section, which looks much better than the LB-5A.

With only one plene in conmission, the Squadron is in the seme predicament
as the rest of the Sguadrons in the Group. When the new fins arrive from the
Keystone Factory, however, the other two planes in each organization will be
availeble. In addition to the lone LB-54, the Squadron has & few AT-5s and 0-11s
available for navigation and gunnery missions,

Nineteenth Airship Commany Ly Tt. M.T. McPugo,A.C.: During the past week
a total of twelve flights was made by the airships TC-5-251 and TC-10-254 for a
total aircraft time of 32 hours and 179 man heurs.

The old Air Cruiser, the "IC-10-254%, has completed her test flights and
is now ready again to take her plsce with the "TC-5-251".

First Lieut. Alfred I, Puryear, on Detached Service at Kelly Field, was pro-
moted to Captain, to rank as such from January 17th, 1929. The entire Company
extends its heartiest congratulations to Captain Puryear on his well earned
promotion.

In a fast and well played game on February 7th, the 20th Squadron Basketball
Team defeated the 19th Team, 29 to 27, meking the winning goal Jjust as the game
ended. The 19th wes in the lead practically throughout the gams.

Very little flving was done durlng the past week, due to high winds and rain
necessitating a . postponement of practicelly all the scheduled missions.

On Jenuary 22nd, Lieuts. Buie.and Wienecke, made 2 Free Balloon Training
Flight. Taking off at 1:35 P, N., a.drag rope 1and1ng was made a2t Fort Eustis
at 5:05 P.M.

On January 25tn the TC 5 1 made & reconnaissance flight of li_hours
duration.

The 19th Basketbell Term storted a belated schedule last Wednesday by down-
ing the C.A.5.D. of Fort Monroe by the score of 42 to 33. The 19th functioned
exceedingly well as a team, though Tyrrcll and Clark were the shining lights,
the former scoring 23 points alone, while the latter, ¢ntering as a substitute

in tve second half, showing some- wonderful passing.

On January 27th, the Soccer Team of the 1Sth Company, Virginia State Cham-
pions last year, took the lead in the League for this year by easily downing the
sturdy Newport News Eleven by the score of 4 to 1. The 19th Team has a reputa-
tion for sneed ~which they have.certainly upheld in every game played this year.
The Team Journayed to Richmond, Virginia, on Februsry 2nd, and engaged the City
of Ricamond Team in what wes scheduled as a Soccer Game, but which really devel-
oped into a disagreement, the game being stopped at half time with the score 2
all, ' '

The Basketball Team engaged in only one game this week, defeating the Hamp-
ton A's 33 to 15, A number of games are on scheudle with some of the best teams
on the. Penlnsula. v ‘

Fortv-Ninth Eombardmcnt;_guedron, by Capt. C.G.Scllers,Air-Res.: Tec1 Sgt
Lloyd ¥, McGhee, R-736507, was astsigned to organization,! e bruary 7th to f£ill
the vacancy caused by the promotion and transfer of Tech.Sgt. Semuel J. Davis,
to the 15th Obsarvation Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. R

Pvt. James M. Ritzinko, 6773439, was discharged per ETS, and re-enlisted
for Philippine Department on February 7th.

Pvt. Archibald J, SherWOod 6808128, was discharged per dependency on -
February 6th.

Staff Sgt. Edward Weeks R-127972, was placed on DS at Chanute Field,~Ill.,
to pursue course of instruction in Alrplnne Engine Mechanics.

Second Lieuts, Cherles S. Vaughn and Cassius H, Thomas, Air-Res., departed
- on a cross-country to Mitchel Field at 1000 P.M,, February 8th and returned on
the 10th.
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The Squadron hes thirteen new men sssigned (tentatively) on February lst.
The total strength of the orgenization is now 160.

Second Bombardment Group Herdquarters,A.C,, by Lieut. A.J.Kerwin Malone,A.C
, Pvt. Tdward Wolfe, who hes been on Detached Service at the Bealtimore Recruit
ing Station, was transferred to D.E.M.L., effective, February lst.

The following mameéd men, having completed their preliminary training, were
transferred to Second Bombardment Group Herdquarters, where they will be detailed
in the offices of the Group Operations and Group Headquarters: Pvis. Fisher,
Johmson, Mebus, Miller, Weston, Sutton and Yetter.

1st Lieut. Jemes ¥, Adams, A.C., hes been on the sick list, having been
marked "quarters" on the 9th of February.

Pvt. 1lst Cl. Joe D, Fermoil has been in the hospital since February 2nd.

This organization is rather proud of its Basketball Team, which was recent-
ly organized with Pvt. Julius P. Schmidt as Ceptain. '

Ninety-Sixth Bombardment Squadron, by Lt.Ernest G. Schmidt,A.C.: Lieut.
Hackmen participated in a week-end cross-country flight to Hartford, Conn. Sev-
eral recruits were assigned to the Squadron during the past week. Sgt. Atkins,
who is soon to retire, was made First Sergeant. Two memberw of the Sduadron ex-
pect to leave for Chenute Field some time this week. Iieut. Schmidt is putting
‘the Basketball Teem through its paces and expects some good returns.

Lieut. Beaton left on February 9th for New York to attend the Aircraft Show.
‘Lieut. Hackman left on February 9th on a thirty days' leave of absence. Lieut.
Stranathan left on the same date on a cross-country for Washington. Good progress
is being made in the individual training. Lieuts. Webster, Wolfinbarger, Schmidt
and Malone qualified for "expert" in Aerial Machine Gunnery.

The Squadron Basketball Team played their first inter-squadron game, losing
to the A.C.T.S. Detachment.

Sgts. Arnold and Roberts returned from a thirty-day furlough spent in
-Bristol, Pa. Pvt. Rrussak was discherged, Februery 9th. Twenty recruits joined
this organization during the past week. '

Second Bombardment Group Headquarters,A.C., by Lt. Howard E. Hall,Air-Res.:

Three LB-5As with the stability of the tail improved somewhat, were return-
ed from the Aero Repair. These ships are kept in the air both morning and after-
noon by pilots endeavoring to complete the training in camera obscura, bombing,
navigation, radio and gunnery missions. It was pot possible to complete this
training by February lst, as anticipated, and it will,therefore, be carried on
into the next period of training.

The LB-6s were scheduled to arrive,February lst and the Curtiss Condors
about March 1st. When these ships arrive it will give the Bonmbardment Group the
first opoortunity it has had to act as a Group.

The two new hangars are nearing completion and will be ready for the ships
when they arrive.

Fifty-Eighth Service Squadron: Lieut. Robert Wimsatt,A.C.,, was called to
Washington last week on account of the death of his father, who was a resident
of that city. Lieut. Wimsatt hurried to Washington in an 0-11 upon receiving
the sad news. ' : '

General: Lieut. E.A, Hillery,A.C., of the 59th Squadron, with Lieut. U.G.
Ent as passenger, made a cross-country flight on February 9th to Atlanta, Ga.

He left Langley in the afterncon at 1:30 and reached Atlanta 6 hours later. He
returned to Langley two days later. ’

' Lieut. Corley McDarment received a gorgeous valentine, addressed in a fem-
inine hand, from Washington,D.C., but no name was on it. Lieut. McDarment says
he is not acquainted with any girls in Washington and he is baffled, puzzled and
nonplussed. The valentine consists of a cluster of beautiful pasteboard hearts,
done together with a pink ribbon. ZEach heart is a different size and each a
different color with most sentimental poems on them. The colors are blue, yellow
green (for jealousy), primrose(?), lavender( likewise?) and the Brgest one is
801id gold(color). The recipient is trying to locate the sender of this tender
bunch of sentiments, and has a dry sleuth at work on the other end. If he lo-
cates her, he wants to ask for her picture and start an active correspondence.

If the party cennot be located and her name learned, the valentine will be saved
until next year and sent out to somebody, because it is as good as new, having
"no writing on it.
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Fairfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohin, March 1st.

Major J.Y, Chisum, who has been Commending Officer st this Post since. July
1328, untll the present t1re was assigned to the Office of the Chief of the Air
Cnrps and left today for hls new assignment with Mrs. Chisum and their daughter,
Polly, for Washington, D.C. To him we say, "Au Reveir", but not "Gondbye".

Capt. Edward Laughlin, Engineering Officer and Seninr at thls Post, is in com-
mand st the present time. '

Lieut. H.A. Bartron, Supply Officer, left Februery 27th in an 0-2 to be
delivered to Fort Leavenworth. While on this trip, he will inspect the Supply
activities at Richards, Offutt, Marshall Fields and the Air Corps Detaclment
at Frrt Leavenworth.

Lt. Omer Niergarth, Adjutent of this Field, enjoyed a month's vecention in
his new automobile, powered by an air-cooléd motor. He and Mrs. Niergarth made
a trip to the South and returned to this Post on Feb. 21lst, resuming his old
position of Post Adjutant. .

B On the eve of the anniversary of George Washington's blrthday, Lieut. and.’
Mrs. Asp gave a dinner a* the Side Slip Inn for officers and wives at Fairfield.
Most of the guests appeared in fancy dress, which sdded spirit and novelty fo
the occasion. The tables were arranged in form of a "W", in honor of our firgt
General. The table appointments were artistic and appropriate. Silver candle-
'sticks with red candles and other ornaments cast a delightful glamour over the
festive scene. The host and hostess and some guests wore costumes of the col-
onial period, while others affected the dress of other times and places. (ne pof
the most attractive costumes was worn by Mrs. Gillmore, who excited the gdmira-
tion and curiosity of all by a creation of the 90s with hat and coat to matcn,

A few of the ladies, being handy with the needle, having imaginstion and a lean-
ing towards antiquarian lore, made their own interpretations of times long past.
It is not reported that any of the gentlemen followed the example of their fair
partners, except in their facial make-ups where the unpracticed hand misplaced
an eyebrow or mustache. -

France Field, Panema Canal Zone, Teb. 14th.

. A float wes entered in the Panema Carnival Parade on February 12th and 1t
won second prize.

The float was made to represent the hangar line at France Field, with a
formation of bombers, 02-Hs, Transport Planes and PW-9s over the Field, also a
few planes were placed on the line ready to fly. The little planes weré very
good models of the planes they were built to represent.

Staff St. Harold D. Leroy and family arrived at this station on February
4th from Crissy Field, as a replacement for Staff Sgt. McKnight.

Staff Sgts. Sam Houston, from March Field, and Cerl S. Connor from Brooks
Field, arrived at this station on Febrwary 4th as replacements for staff Sgts.
Lea and Stein. :

Rockwell ¥ield, Coronado, Cal., Feb. 15th.

General William E. Gillmore, Chief of the Materiel Division, arrived a:
Rockwell Field, Februsrvy 7tn, a«corted by twelve PW-9Us of the 95th Pursuis
Squadron, led by Capt. Elmendcrf. The Genéral was flown from Clover Field,
Santa Monica, to Rockwell Field, in a Douglas 02-H, piloted by Lieut. Bertran-
dias. The Pursuit escort met the General's plane at San Clemente, and flew
formation near it until over Rockwell Field. As the 02-% touched its wheels
on the ground, the first round of the General!'s #Aitbe was fired.

General Gillmore visited San Diego and vicinity, inspecting proposed sites
for the Air DPepot, and conferring with City officisls. The City of San Diego
is putting up a strenuous fight against the removal of the Air Depot from this
section, and has made seversl offers of land to the Army in order to keep the
Depot here.

The 1lth Bombardment Squadron made another pilgrimage to the Border Clty
of Calexico on February 15th, for tactical maneuvers and cross-country training.
Pilots of that organization are becomlng very famlliar w1th the terrain between
Rockwell and Imperial Valley.

Mr .Sgt. Baker, Signal Corps, Pr951d10 of San Francisco, is at present on
detached duty at Rockwell Field, busily engaged in installing a new switchboard

for the st.
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War Department orders were recéived relieving lst Lieut. oliver P, fothlin,
Jr.,Alr Corns, from the Rockwell Air Denot, and assigning him as Air Corps Repre-
sentative at the Boeing Airnlane Comoeny.

The officers of Rockwell Field formed an indoor baseball league, and games
are scheduled four afterncons each week. The commissioned personnel was divided
Into three teams, ceptained by Major Woolford, Najor Houghton snd Captasin Elmen-
dorf. The winning tesm of the "Temgerance Leasue", determined by the schedule
of 21 zames series, will be granted a Wednesday afternoon 1ay-off by the Post
Athletic officer, Lleut James. S. Stowell.

Marshall Tield, Fort Riley, Kensas, March 4th.

Speaking of the weatner in this neck of the woods, everything has been
frozen stiff snd immovable. Even the clutch on the caterpillar tractor, trying
to get to the only hot water snigot with the zirplenes, froze in gear while
moving towards & ship. Before the driver could do something else to stop the
infernal contraption it climbed right up on Juviter's tail (Jupiter is an 0-2H

‘airplsne No. 27-297),smashing it somewhat.
, Despite the inclement weather, the Cavalry experience course was completed
this month.

When the temperature dropned 10 degrees below, it kept. the horsemen from
working like yeost in the homebrew. School would then be substituted, our C.0.
being determined to make educated officers of us despite ourselves. So on such
deys we sat huddled in flying suits while trying to grasp an inkling of combat
orders, court-mortisl,or what not, while we visualized the new field and its
steam heated offices in the near (?) future.

2nd Lieut. Homer C. Munson left the Squadren thls month to accept a posi-
tion with Boeing. Good 0ld Jack ~ he was mnst as sorry to leave as we were to
see him go. Although he is doing well "on the Mail!', he recommends that none
leave the Air Corps. Lt. and Mrs. Munson gave an enjoyable Buffet Supper to
the officers and ledies of the Air Conrps before leaving. Csrry on, Jeck! No
more hallobulloo, for Ma doesn't like it, and the mail must g0 on.

We wish to nresent Lieuts. Robert E.L. Pritle, Wilbur FErickson, Ralph 0.
Brownfield, Roneold R. Walker, Donald E. Broughton and Guy ¥. Hix, Reserve Offi-

~cers on active duty at this stetion, &s receiving their Regular Army, Air Corvs,
Commissinns. Lieuts. Pritle and Ericksnn heeded the list of all appointees re-
ceiving commission after the last examination. Sad as it moy seem, lst Lieut.
Guy Frost Hix, Air-Res., is now the lowest renking officer of the Post.

Lieuts. Leon R. Brownfield, of Winfield, ¥ensss; Chester P, Gilger, Enid,
Oklahoma; and Wesley F. Phillippi, of Boise, Idah», graduating, February 25th
from EKelly Field, reported in tcday as Reserve Officcrs on 1 yr!'s. active duty
with this Unit. Lieut. Brownfield is a brother of Lieut. Relph 0. Brownfield,
who is also on duty at this stat1on.

The Squadron bowling team, consisting of Mr.Sgt. Ruef Cpl. McClellan and
Pvts. Bberling, Yopne and Colasi, commeting in the enlisted men's trurnament,
finished second on the Post. Sgt. Ruef ~nd Pvt. Hopoe, were selected for the
All-Prst Team. Sgt. Ruef showed merked ability as a consistent bowler through-
out, finishing with an average score nf 171. The cfficer.tournament being
unflnlshed we are os yet unable to name the plece our mineralite hurlers of
the 2nd Cevalry Division, Aviation, will sccupy.

/ Major and Krs. foolrick entertained the Officers and Ladies of the Air
Corps at dinner on Saturdey, March 2né¢, concluding by attending the Cavalry Club
Dance. The excellency of thne dinner was attested by sll, even the bachelors,.
who will never teske a chance, but eat at the mess before going to a dinner.

On March 5th the Squ?dron left for two weeks!' of *unnery practlce at
Galveston Texas,

Air Depot, Middletown, Pa., Mareh 1st,

Lt ,-Col. Ira F. Fravel returned to the Depot on Februsry 27th, after com-
pletion of the special Observation Course at Kelly Field.
Lieut . ¥clregor ferried a PT training plane from Mitchel Field to this
Depot on Feb, 5th for overhaul.
Col. L.M. Hathaway, M.C., and Major Henry W. Yarms, in an 02-14, stopped at
this station on a cross-country flight from Bolling Field to Phillips Field and
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Middletown and return.

Lieut. W.N. Amis, in an experimental Sikorsky Amphibian, lsnded at Olmsted
Field, Teb. 15th, on his way from Wright FTield to Curtiss Field, taking on sup-
plies and fuel. ‘

Cept. G.T. Collar, in a PT-1, made ¢ training flight on Feb. 18th to
Bolling Field and return. '

Major MeIntosh and Lieut. Barker, from the Chief's Office, flying an 02-49,
were visitors at this Post on Feb. 20th.

Lieut. F.0. Dice, Athletic Officer at Mitchel Field, with one passenger, in
an 0-11, and Lieut. S.M, Umstead, with seven passengers (Mitchel Field's Basket-
ball Team) in a C-1 transport, arrived at this Depot on Saturday afternoon, Feb.
23rd. A good basketball game wes played in the Air Devot Gymnasium at 8:15 P.M.,
and Middletown was victorious, score of 54 to 41.

During February the Middletown Aviators played Reading Professionals, Mc-.

.8herrystown, Haerrisburg Knights of Columbus, Olsen's QOriginal Nordics (two
games) Trenton (Americen Lesgue), and Mitchel Field, winning 1l games.

On February 18th a test was made of the 1and1ng lights, which are on ser-.
vice test, and it was found necessery to make some rearrangement of the beams
before another trial will be made. One warehouse must have a few lights install-
ed to designate its position at the edge of the flying field, and the two large
smokestacks of the Metropolitan Edison Company are not sufficiently light to be
seen at night. A letter has been written to that Compeny asking that some sort
of lights be placed thereon. After these changes are mrde additional flights
will be made. ‘

The Welfare Associstion of the Middletown Air Depot hss been reorganized
under the direction of the Commending Officer and has recently increased its
membership over 100%.

It has been realized that a Welfare Association is of utmost importance;
first, in its duties in the nature of welfare,- taking care of illness among
employees and in caring for other charitable cases that may be brought to the
attention of the Association; and, second, to create a mutual interest among
the employees of the various depsrtments which will create a higher morale and
a closer cooperation.

For some unknown reason the organizatlon which was in operation for a num-
ber of years, had fallen by the wayside, and the members were gradually resign-
ing, In the reorgsnization a new President was elected and a Board of Directors
appointed, consisting of members from all the denartments of the post. Meetings
were held with the Commanding Officer in order to determine gust what should be
accomplished in order to increase the membership and devise ways as to how the
organization could be of more mutual benefit to all concerned. Diversified en-
tertainments in which all could participate with equal enjoyment, purchasing
from recognized dealers in the vicinity with discounts, some system of insur-
ance and summer picnics were some of the outstanding conelderatlons

Through the combined efforts of the Fxecutive Committee, the President and
the Commanding Officer the membership increased. A pley, a dance and a country
store, were planned for Peb, 28th in the Post Gjymnasium. Personnel teking part
in the play have been faithfully practicing their parts. ILocal business houses
kindly donated items of their merchendise to the Welfare Association to enable
same to be sold at suction or by paddlewheel the envening of the 28th. A num-
ber of Insurance Companies sent their representative to confer with the Adju-
tant in referénce to s mutual benefit insurance for the mémbers of the Welfare
Association, and while this has not yet been finally determined, negotistions
are being made to receive the best poss1ble coverage for the leest amount of
expense to the employees. ™

It is believed that after the play, which is to be given on Feb. 28th, ad-
ditional members will be enrolled from those who are at present in doubt as to
the velue to be received from such an organization. It is known that the re-
organization of the Welfare Association will undoubtedly increase the morale
and result in closer cooperation of the vsrious depertments.

Capt. Christine attended a meetlng of the Federal Business Association 1n
Harrisburg, Pa., on February 4th. After the meeting Col. John W. Heavey, Inf.
Coordinator of the Third Area, visited this Depot and was teken through the
shops and Depot Supply. He was pleased to see the extent of the operations of
this post and the businesslike gnd orderly manner in which things were going on.

Post No. 534, Americen Legion, of Middletown, Pa., entertained the offi- ,-
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cers of the Middletown Air Depot at an evening gathering and luncheon on Feb-
ruary 1lth, an annual event with this Post, cslled "Aviation Nightt. Two ad-
dresses were mede, one by Lieut. Harris on "The Engineering Features of the

- ¥light of the 'Question Mark'", end the other by Cept. Christine, on “rhe Pash,
Present and Puture of the Mlddletown Air Depot". A number of other guests were

present who spoke highly of the Air Corps, although they were Reserve offlcers
from other Corps. :

Selfridge Field, Mt.Cleméns,’Mich;, Feb. 18th.

One of the most unique and en]oJable affalrs held for the offlcers and
ladies of the Post was a dinner and circus party, Friday, the 8th. A bus was
chartered, and about fomty officers and ladies journeyed to Detroit to -attend
the Shikine Circus, arr1v1ng about 7: oQ P.M. The Shriners served dinner, and
then everyone went into the "Big Top" and occupied a Section of reserved seats.

The ladies, of course, being in holiday mood, had to be supplied with the
usual Circus accessories, such as: "Pop", Peanuts, Popcorn and Balloons.

Everyone engoyed tke circus very much and it was really one of the best
the company had ever seen.

Copt. and Mrs. Ballantyne, Lieut. and Mrs Warren Lieuts. Black and Yoder
#ntertained with a delightful card party._ More than the usual number of guests
were present. There: belng many new features of entertainment than have hlthert
been furnished for thesé parties, everyone enjoyed it very much. .

Colonel and Mrs. Danforth left for the south on two monthsi -leave. Magor
Royce is now in command and under his able hand the YPursuiters" will continuc
to "pursue'.

The following cress-country fllghts were made by personnel of this f1e1d
Lieut. Flliott to Mitchel Field, Feb. 17th returning Feb. 19th; Lieut. Cobb, t¢
Auburn, Ind., Feb. ZOth returnlng seme day; Lieut. Kalberer, to Chicago, Feb.
22, returning the 24th; Lieuts. Knox, Black, Crossthwaite, Prindle and Harding,
to Mitchel Field, Feb. 22nd, returning Feb. 24th; Lieut. Selzer, to Akron, Ohi:
Feb. 22nd, returning on the 24th; Iieut. Rhudy, to Alma, Mich., with Major Roy«
Feb. 23rd and 24th; Lieut. Moor to Toledo, Chio, Feb. 25th, returning on the 284
Major Royce and Lieut Hlne to ‘Ann Arbor, Mich. , Feb. 27th, returning on the
27th; Lieut. Moor, to erght Field, Feb. 28th refurning same day; Lieut.
Bartles, to Scott Field" W1th Pvt. McCallom, §7th 3ad., March 2nd, returning on
the 3rd; Lieut. StenSeth to Bolling Field, March 3rd; Lieuts. Crosthwaite,
Rhudy, Underhill, Kalberer and ¥nox to Chicago, Feb 9th returning the follow-
ing day; Lieut. Pardlng,to Cincinnati, Feb. 9th, . eturnlng the following day;
Lieuts. Robinson and Egan, to Americus, Ga., Feb 12th, returning the 18th;
Lieuts. Morgan and Wlnefordner, to Louisville, Ky., Feb. 16th, returning the 17
Lieuts. Abbott and Bartles to Wheeling, W. Va., Feb. 16th, returning the 17th.

During a cross- country trip to Battle Creek. Mich., Feb. 18th, Sgt. Davis
had a forced landing in a cemetery. H1s craft was not damaged and he returned
to the field the same day. S

The following pilots visited the field: . '

Cept. Smith from Cleveland, (112th Obs. Sqd.Y Feb. 22nd; Lieuts. Lyon, Vale -
tine and Zettle from erght Field, Feb. 1st; Sgt Jackson from Chanute Field
Feb. 2nd.

Seven more’ P 1Cs were received from Buffalo in the last two weeks and all
were a531gned to the 17th gquaaron Two more arrlved March 2rd and will also
be assigned to the 17th.

An Aerial Review consisting of six O~Bs and 18 Pursult ships held on Feb-
ruary 9th, was followed by a similar one. gn the 15th..

Major Royce accompan1ed by and L1eut W.F. Murray, Air Res.,flew cross- -
country to Oscoda, Mich., on Feb. 9th. TUnable to start the ship, Lieut. Barr
and St.Sgt. Walter Buff, ‘15th sad.,. went  to,0scoda on Peb 11th, and started
ship. All returned’ that day.

- Lieut. Irvin flew crosq-country to Stout Field Ind . Feb 9th. Due to i,
accident en route,. the plene was shipped to Falrfleld Alr Denot and Lieut‘ o
" Irvin came back with C?pt Reynolds .on Feb. llth.,._
Lieut. Richerds. ferrled a P-1 to erght ﬁleld Feb 14th returnlng on t

_ 15th with a c-1.,,'

_Iieut. Bubsnk ferried an 0-2 to Wiright Tield on | Peb. lath.
Lleut Schoenleln in P-1B Collidcd wlth Lieut. Morgan in P-1C during deri
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Review, Feb. 15th, smashing tail of P-1C. Iieut. Morgan made successful jump;
ship crashed 12 miles N. of Selfridge and was complete wreck. Lieut. Schoenlein
landed ship safely, injuries were to upper right wing and propeller. Both vilot:
uninjured, ‘

Lieut. Giovannoli flew cross-country to lexington, Xy., on the 16th., He
damaged the landing gear and was instructed to report accident to the F.A.D,

Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., March 5th.

The first serious accident at this station occurred Monday, Feb: -25th, in
the death of 2nd Lieut. Andrew D. Knox, Air-Res. ULieut. Xnox arrived here in
Novembher, 1928, and was assigned to the 27th Pursuit Sqvadron.. This squadron
was engaged in the service test of two experimental airplenes, equipped with
the Curtiss V-1570, 600 H.P. motor. After the regular Group flying on the after-
noon of Feb. 25, Lieut. Xnox tcok the XP-6 into the air on a service test flight.
He was observed to be doing acrobatics at about 3000 feet 2nd when next seen
was in a power dive towards the hangar line at a terrific rate of speed. The
accounts of the witnesses vary as to the exect altitude at which something hap-
vened to the plane, but it is evident that between three and five hundred feet
from the ground, the wings gove way. The plane hit the ground about 200 feet
from the Operations Office, death being instantaneous.

The loss of Lieut. Knox is deeply felt by 21l the officers at this Post
as during the time he had been here he had shown bhimself to be a very capable
flyer and his personality was such as to cause him to be well liked by all,
Remains were sent to his home at Thief River Falls, Minnesota, accompanied by
Lieut. Trank G. Irvin.

Immediately after the accident an investigation was held by officers at +
this field and Lieuts. Iyon and McCune also azrlved from Dayton to corduct an
investigzation from the viewpoint of the an:neerlnv Division. Mr. Casey Jones
of the Curtiss Company also visited the field to get as much information as
poseible regarding the accident.

Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, Air Corps, who was on duty at the Engineering
Division at Dayton, returnec to this field to assume again his duties as Com-~
manding Officer of the 94th Pursuit Squadron. His duty at Dayton was in con-
nection with the attempt to bresk the existing sltitude record. Wrile unsuc-
cessful, we all hope thet he may be rble to try it again with better success
in the nesr future.

Cent. Victer H. Strehm, Air Corps, the well known Adjutant and Operations
Officer at this field, is at present conflned to ris quarters with dipththeria.
Several of the officers who visited Cept. Stralm during the eorly part of his
sickness before it was diagnosed as dipththeria are olso suffering somewhat
from large shots of antitoxin. Just where Cept. Strahm contracted this malady
is a matter of conjecture by all.

This field is to receive in the near future eleven recent graduates of the
Advanced School at Kelly Field., Lieuts. lLowry and Hervey, Air-Res., have al-
ready reported. .

The Post Basketball season at this station cazme to an end after a very close
race. The 94tk Sguadron finally won the Pgst chempionship, leading the 57th
Squadron by only one game. A picked term is now being selected from all the
Post teams to represent Selfridge FPield. This teem will be coached by Lieut.
Harding and will represent this station at the Corps Area Tournament at Jeffer-
son Barracks, Missouri, March 24th.

The social activities at this station are tsking in e new activity under
the guidance nf a Post Entertainment Committee, epnointed by the Officers' Club.
The ahnu2l Masquerade Ball was held under the directiinn of the Officers! Club
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on Webruary 2lsi and was a successful affair in every way. The variety of cos-
tumes, the gnod music and beautiful decorations of the Club, 21l made it a very
fine occasion. Iieut. Black won first prize for the funniest costume, repre-
genting a successful follower of the races. Mrs. Strahm wen the first ladies!
orize as having the most beautiful costume. Before masks were taken off, prizes
were awarded for those who could gucss the names of the most people who wore
masks and this prize was won by Lieut. Harrington.

The regular bi-weekly mixed caré party was held at the Officers Club on the
26th of PFebrusry. Cspt. and Mrs. Johnston, Lieut. and Mrs. Rogers, Lieuts. Wurt
smith and Morsen were the hosts and hostesses for the evening. These card par-
ties serve to bind up a closer socizl feeling on