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K'R COFRESIU{ OF MIfiARY RECORDS

SUBTECT: AFBCIfR Carc of Cobnet Rex T. Berbu (Ret t

I havr a.r.fulty trylcrcd the extensiro reoord oompllod by the
thr Alr Foro. Bord for Corrcoflon of Mllltery Reoods odncemlng
tho Wcdlon ol crodlt for thc $oodorrn of thc Japenem alroratt
cenylttg Admifrel lrorcku Yarmnroto, Oolonel Baruefa appllcatlon
haf lb orfghr In onc of $c mort crbaordhary aeriel explolb of
Worlcl Wer ll-fiom thc bresldng of tho Jrpeneae coOe to the
lnterccptbn rnd rhooUown of the Bcttt BonDer whoca passenger"i
wea 0re Comman&r-lrGhfct of thc Jrpeneso Comblncd Flcct and
cfiLf plenner of tfir rttrdr on Peart Hartor. Beoeuse of the hlgtoric
nttJfl of fie opcfdon ald tie ccnsltlvc qucetlon of credlt for the
fdll,.l ruould llkc b upsrd on tht s.quonoo of events leading to a
dedrlon, srd on tha Boards findingr.

At prc onl, crsdt ie shared by Golonel Rex T, Berber and
Ucutenent Colonel Thornrs G. lrnphier, urfto diod in 1987. Colonef
Barbcr rppllcd to tha Alr Force Board tor Conpcdon of Millbry
Rccor& on June 21, 1991, rcqugstng sole argdlt for the rhootdowrr
Ho bllbrnr ho ig thc only pllot wlro fired on and hlt the plane
canylng Admlnl Yarnmb on Apdl 18, 1949. At tho tlme, under
Xffl FlEhbr Command guirbllnee, credit tw ur aftcnft tlll wae
rharcd eqmffy lf mon tmre ttran one plfot fired on and hit gn snemy
planc whlotr then crash€d Combat reporu h the fleld at the.tlme
Indioated the Yamamoto bor$er wat hit by trvo pllots In seguentlal
atlackr befiore it crasfietl on a jungle island near New Gulnee,

The daims of then-Lleutenant Barber and then-OapEln
l-gnphier that they bofi hit the pane were genenlly accapbd at the
time, But no offidal aruard of oredit rvag msde when the shootdown
occunod. To do so would hane revealed b the Japanege
that thelr oode had bean broken, Formaf credit was not glven untll
1978, when the offlc'lal llstlng of World War lf vlctory credlts was
published,
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The questlon was reexamhed by a Victory Credit Board of
Rrvbw convened at Ote USAF Historical Reeearch Center In 1985.
Thc Vl&ry Crcdlt Board of Revlew, worting lrom the erlsting
hlttotlcrl ro@rd, found thrt credlt for dcatroylng Admlral
Yememto'e alrcraft was propcrly rhared by Colonel Barber and
Ueutenent Colonel lanphier, adding that all those who flerv the
mlrrbn rharcd In the credt br itr rueeagful outcome.

Tb Ar Foror Boad br Oorncdon of lllhaty Records hcts a
hrarlm In 1091 b ondbr Cdon f Brlbc/r lcqucd br rolc orodlt.
l{b rriddxn, rrtd thd of hb ofise[ter d t|t. S.oord Yamamob
$habn Arroofdon. thntrloantt oDrhtld [rr Htbdorf rccord of
thf nffit rnl dsnfoped a botly d povfourfi unrccodcd tvUcnoc,
boffi ptrytbrt end be$monhl.

Thc fltt ttrtg flicrnberr of tho Cortradon Boad panel wcrc In
dragrrorrnt ll b tr. cffocl ol tlrb rrdderce. Two aoncludrd that
ilr. r.6rd .lnport d Colon l BrDrfr dl}n 6r rcb orrdlt, and
.hodd br omcOi or, It nd omod, ruf.r.d b | \rhry
Cnilt Bffif br rwlrry. Tro urtr of $t vl.r $d thr axbdng
lard of dt ilf andt tludd rt$d, Th. ffft ilnlrtor rroomtmlded
tltd r lw tlhbry Ct il EorU br onusnd b raon*fr the
uemrO ttofd. fhl mffion hb b ncrhn a malorlty Yoto
br onrodon. Ar a luil, firr .fffi rrcord oomef to mr br
nrolufbn.

In rnfvlng d . nrrolrdon, rreill pohtr wltc orltloaf to my
d.lbafrdom. -FkA. thr rnrerrHccnt j5rpfi.frnrntl of. Colonel
E r!.r runrrhr un*rffiiod. FF onttutiolu h Wbild War ll have
h.nh.d e gmrdon, tad fl htpro d ;fio ffilou h hlt
fbGliip.. For XElr rdr., lt rottd b dnbb b bthg b e doro
drc srtirrirn fiDo rrrottdttg Erb carc. | ffi thc Boanfr
vbr $d f,df d*S lr nc en +propfib mcmofil b hcroel.

8ron4 thr crddaroe ooncmng Uru0rltrlil Cobnd larphle/r
p.rt |n thlr mbrldr nmdor eryhroaal; but thorc lr grbrbntlal
iunrncr dut ho dd tfo ipon lnO nn Admiral Ygnamoto'e alrcnft

ThLd, eontonrponemqr combat tecot& ad fl13 hter declsione
of lhe ttlabty Crelf Bogd and O|c ttlctory C'tfl fuvlil Boe|d erc
crfficd !o obnrkbr$le soight, ecpechlly ahr ltre pa$age of hglf
r otnn;y.



Fourth, Ilo m longer have the opportunity b hear Lieutenant
Co|on l l-aninnft rccofucdons. Alfidrlgh wo heve hle writfng3, he

b no bngor hcr o mdte hb csse.

A flnal, o""r.t *ring, polnt ls the mte of teamwork In the
Yettnmo& dfrnn. The- cidrc opcrauott was a frlumph of ..
tnhs|3c,lr6p rlrO *rrnnrt*p h l96ino of phnnlrp and exeartlon,
Clofy-dtotdd go b ft dm. Fotottpd'rtc tha firc- Pllotr ot€dlbd-
mcn- of lrpn mna, Cdp$nt and ourap. Indlvlduaf ccorlng lg
tlrtpot|rl[; f n lir-imfirrr!| ;1rub 6 gqnrUt rtrttt. Yet lt lr lcgs

tili,otiint Uilt srr ovrnn reorplbhmlnt 14 odrrr plbtc. flew
0d- F.iC b Aprl 18, lgaE. Titcf ovcrcd, rupportrd, .nd
gm6d 1j|t d;. lr arry frd Oft knog3,'htr tltc mey depend

on till wblgtill; ro doal hb f,rdf..
lJnf,me hdo; inolrrdo Sn ods.!61hra whorc telente 'and

p.nru'lrrrrJ bnft. tb Jgraoc @d., attd 0to Intcrccptors *9_,_^,
iilneofrQO tf .11d Smo-Jd ,um of fio rrctstt oanylnO Admlral

Yr;trrmlg, Th.n mt x1. brgril mbrbn phnner, Colond Jghn

lJFh.[, stro.r nmi*rUo bd ot nrvlsir p.lat $rtg cmb.H^:_ -tll$t oi pOCr b fU e {35 rgc dp;ffqn 19ut3 brtruren lrtands F
d;t- ut'g*-a nr lpotnrc tme-t thr whllc 
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ndat and od'ilshcrl.
And f1fi uilt Otfilft. Ar tegpttdryy Wodd War ll Aca' Group

C1pt1bl Dore Cerr*-woe, 'Th.-Bailf-war mt rcn only by-la In

6;ait. tt ;r wr ly .tcrl trut ss uoman In trir @!ffY:. Yl .
tr ii* npre;mAtia1j tr$. ek.-r?e oddd. ffeht brdc We hed

0t g"rt fd' lft 11lilfn t* crperor d16 3qldt of dl alr ombet
fiuffi. 'lt- b .ho lLttttttd.t fin fr thnc-har Gome to lgy b t€st

the co*orarrtr rnrrnmdng lhb car.

Attor c.tfif rxemkrdon of the t3p51rd, and. conrlderatlon of

fnc penilr 6gotn|tfitfitE, I "t not convlncsd $at the award of",

;fi& onil bf dro Varmnpto shooEown lc clthcr In enor or'
dfr* -rtipordngty, Conne Barbefg appgcatlon ll denled.

Indodng,l*UrEmtsf|athisrbns,tlghterpllota'qndd[
of ue irho lEy! ctdla<f the rccorC of thfs extraodlnary mFelon wlll

totrc. specunte a3 b lhs eract evstltE of that day In 1943' 
:. .d



r. -. ,'i.., I

colonel Barbe/s palnstaking etforts to recreate thoee evontrr br us
Fy. grca0| enhgnoed our understanding of what happened ln the
rklcl ovrr Bougnlnvllla 50 years ago. xe trae enrlched the lagaoy of
amnon pa3t, prsscnt end fututre. I wish for hlm serenfty In the
knowfedge of thlr achlavement and In the glow of hle
eccomplhhmente on Aprlt 18, lg4g.

,,fufih

4


